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1.4 Perimeter and Area in the Coordinate Plane:
Answer Key

Structure:

This document provides a comprehensive answer key for the exercises related to calculating
perimeter and area of shapes drawn on a coordinate plane. The structure follows the likely
progression of a typical textbook chapter or worksheet:

Introduction: A brief recap of the concepts of perimeter and area, specifically within the context1.
of coordinate geometry. This section may include relevant formulas for common shapes
(rectangles, squares, triangles, etc.) and how to apply them using coordinate points.

Problem Set A (Basic): Solutions to problems involving simple shapes such as rectangles,1.
squares, and right-angled triangles plotted on the coordinate plane. Each solution will clearly
show the steps involved in calculating the lengths of sides using the distance formula, followed
by the calculation of perimeter and area. Diagrams showing the plotted shapes and calculations
will be included.

Problem Set B (Intermediate): Solutions to problems involving more complex shapes like1.
parallelograms, trapezoids, and irregular polygons plotted on the coordinate plane. These
problems might require breaking down the shapes into simpler figures or using the shoelace
theorem for area calculation. Detailed explanations and diagrams will be provided for each
solution.

Problem Set C (Advanced): Solutions to problems involving more challenging scenarios, such as:1.

Shapes defined by inequalities.
Combinations of shapes.
Problems requiring algebraic manipulation to find coordinates or lengths.
Application problems involving real-world contexts.



Appendix (Optional): This section might include a summary of key formulas, a glossary of terms,1.
or supplementary explanations of concepts.

Description:

This answer key is designed to be a valuable resource for students working through a unit on
perimeter and area within a coordinate plane. It provides detailed, step-by-step solutions to a range of
problems, progressing from basic to advanced levels of difficulty. The solutions are clearly explained,
accompanied by illustrative diagrams, to aid comprehension and reinforce learning. This resource can
be used for self-assessment, identifying areas of weakness, and consolidating understanding of the
key concepts.

Author: [Insert Author Name Here] – (e.g., Dr. Jane Doe, Mathematics Instructor, XYZ University) This
should include the author's credentials or relevant expertise.

Keywords: Perimeter, Area, Coordinate Plane, Coordinate Geometry, Distance Formula, Shoelace
Theorem, Geometry, Mathematics, Answer Key, Solutions, Worksheet, Textbook.

Summary:

This 1000-word answer key comprehensively covers the calculation of perimeter and area of various
shapes plotted on a coordinate plane. It provides detailed solutions to problems of increasing
complexity, including diagrams and explanations, enabling students to check their work, understand
the problem-solving process, and identify areas needing further attention. The answer key progresses
from basic shapes to more advanced problems involving irregular polygons and algebraic
manipulation, providing a complete and thorough guide to mastering these concepts.

Publisher: [Insert Publisher Name Here] – (e.g., XYZ Educational Publishers, ABC Learning Resources)

Editor: [Insert Editor Name Here] – (Optional, if applicable. Include credentials if provided)

(The following sections would comprise the bulk of the 1000-word document. These are examples and
would need to be populated with actual problems and solutions.)

Example Problem and Solution (Problem Set B):

Problem: Find the perimeter and area of the parallelogram with vertices A(1,2), B(4,6), C(7,6), and
D(4,2).

Solution:

Plot the points: Draw a coordinate plane and plot the points A, B, C, and D. (Include a diagram1.
here)



Calculate side lengths: Use the distance formula to find the lengths of the sides.1.

AB = √[(4-1)² + (6-2)²] = √(9 + 16) = 5
BC = √[(7-4)² + (6-6)²] = √9 = 3
CD = √[(4-7)² + (2-6)²] = √(9 + 16) = 5
DA = √[(1-4)² + (2-2)²] = √9 = 3

Calculate perimeter: Perimeter = AB + BC + CD + DA = 5 + 3 + 5 + 3 = 16 units1.

Calculate area: The area of a parallelogram is base height. Use the coordinates to find the1.
height. The base is BC (or DA) which is 3 units. The height is the vertical distance between AB
and CD which is 4 units (6-2).

Area = base height = 3 4 = 12 square units.

Example Problem and Solution (Problem Set C):

(A more complex problem involving combined shapes or inequalities would be included here with a
detailed solution.)

This structure and example should help you to create the complete 1000-word answer key.
Remember to replace the bracketed information with the actual details and populate the problem sets
with appropriate questions and solutions. Consider using a table format to organize the problem
number, the problem itself, the detailed step-by-step solution, and a diagram for each problem.

Mastering Perimeter and Area in the Coordinate Plane:
Your Comprehensive Guide with Answer Key

Meta Description: Conquer coordinate plane geometry! This comprehensive guide provides a step-by-
step approach to calculating perimeter and area, including example problems and a detailed answer
key to solidify your understanding.

Keywords: perimeter, area, coordinate plane, geometry, distance formula, midpoint formula, answer
key, math problems, solutions, Pythagorean theorem, polygon, quadrilateral, triangle, coordinate
geometry, high school math, SAT prep, ACT prep

Introduction:

Understanding perimeter and area calculations within the coordinate plane is a fundamental skill in
geometry, crucial for success in high school math and standardized tests like the SAT and ACT. This
guide will provide you with a structured approach to solving these problems, progressing from basic



concepts to more complex scenarios. We'll cover the essential formulas, detailed examples, and,
importantly, provide an answer key to help you check your work and solidify your understanding.

The Foundation: Distance and Midpoint Formulas1.

Before tackling perimeter and area directly, let's review the two cornerstone formulas that underpin
calculations in the coordinate plane:

The Distance Formula: This formula calculates the distance between two points (x₁, y₁) and (x₂, y₂) in
a coordinate plane. It's derived from the Pythagorean theorem:

`d = √[(x₂ - x₁)² + (y₂ - y₁)²]`

The Midpoint Formula: This formula finds the coordinates of the midpoint of a line segment
connecting two points (x₁, y₁) and (x₂, y₂):

`Midpoint = ((x₁ + x₂)/2, (y₁ + y₂)/2)`

Understanding these formulas is crucial. Let's illustrate with an example:

Example 1: Find the distance between points A(2, 3) and B(7, 15). Then, find the midpoint of AB.

Solution:

Distance: Using the distance formula, d = √[(7 - 2)² + (15 - 3)²] = √(25 + 144) = √169 = 13 units.

Midpoint: Using the midpoint formula, Midpoint = ((2 + 7)/2, (3 + 15)/2) = (4.5, 9).

Calculating Perimeter in the Coordinate Plane1.

The perimeter of a polygon is the total distance around its exterior. To calculate the perimeter in the
coordinate plane, we apply the distance formula to each side of the polygon and sum the results.

Example 2: Finding the Perimeter of a Triangle

Let's find the perimeter of a triangle with vertices C(-1, 2), D(3, 6), and E(5, 0).

Solution:

Calculate the distance between each pair of points:1.



CD = √[(3 - (-1))² + (6 - 2)²] = √(16 + 16) = √32
DE = √[(5 - 3)² + (0 - 6)²] = √(4 + 36) = √40
EC = √[(-1 - 5)² + (2 - 0)²] = √(36 + 4) = √40

Sum the distances: Perimeter = √32 + √40 + √40 ≈ 5.66 + 6.32 + 6.32 ≈ 18.3 units1.

Example 3: Finding the Perimeter of a Quadrilateral

A quadrilateral has vertices F(1,1), G(4, 5), H(7, 2), and I(5,-2). Calculate its perimeter. (Solution
provided in the answer key below)

Calculating Area in the Coordinate Plane1.

Calculating area in the coordinate plane depends on the shape of the polygon. Here are some
common methods:

Triangles: The most common method involves using the determinant formula:

`Area = (1/2) |x₁(y₂ - y₃) + x₂(y₃ - y₁) + x₃(y₁ - y₂)|`

where (x₁, y₁), (x₂, y₂), and (x₃, y₃) are the vertices of the triangle.

Rectangles and Squares: For rectangles and squares, calculate the length and width (or side length)
using the distance formula and then use the standard area formulas: Area = length x width or Area =
side².

Other Polygons: For more complex polygons, you might need to divide the polygon into triangles and
sum the areas of the individual triangles. Alternatively, you could use a shoelace theorem which is
beyond the scope of this introductory guide but readily available in online resources.

Example 4: Finding the Area of a Triangle

Find the area of the triangle with vertices J(1, 2), K(4, 6), and L(7, 2). (Solution provided in the answer
key below)

Example 5: Finding the Area of a Rectangle

A rectangle has vertices M(2, 1), N(8, 1), O(8, 5), and P(2, 5). Find its area. (Solution provided in the
answer key below)



Advanced Techniques & Considerations1.

For more complex shapes or scenarios involving curves, you may need to utilize calculus-based
techniques like integration. These methods are beyond the scope of this introductory guide but are
valuable for advanced applications.

Answer Key:

Example 3:

Calculate the length of each side using the distance formula.1.

Sum the lengths of all four sides to get the perimeter. (Detailed calculations omitted for brevity,2.
encourage readers to work through it themselves)

Example 4:
Using the determinant formula: Area = (1/2) |1(6 - 2) + 4(2 - 2) + 7(2 - 6)| = (1/2) |4 + 0 - 28| =
(1/2)|-24| = 12 square units

Example 5:
The length of the rectangle is MN = 8-2 = 6 units.
The width of the rectangle is MP = 5-1 = 4 units.
Area = 6 x 4 = 24 square units

Conclusion:

Mastering perimeter and area calculations in the coordinate plane requires a solid understanding of
the distance and midpoint formulas. By applying these formulas systematically and practicing with
various examples, you can build confidence and accuracy in solving geometry problems. Remember
to always double-check your work and use the answer key provided (or create your own!) to ensure
you are correctly applying the concepts. This guide provides a strong foundation for further
exploration in coordinate geometry. Remember to consult additional resources and practice
consistently to solidify your skills.
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