2013 THE DBQ PROJECT ANSWER KEY

2013 THe DBQ ProjecT: A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS AND ANSWER KEY

STRUCTURE:

THIS DOCUMENT IS STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE 2013 DBQ (DocUMENT-BASED QUESTION)
PROJECT, OFFERING A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE QUESTION, THE PROVIDED DOCUMENTS, AND A COMPREHENSIVE ANSWER KEY.
IT IS DIVIDED INTO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS:

1. INTRODUCTION: BRIEFLY INTRODUCES THE DBQ PROJECT AND ITS IMPORTANCE IN ASSESSING HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND
ARGUMENTATION SKILLS. |T WILL ALSO CONTEXTUALIZE THE 20 13 PROMPT WITHIN THE BROADER FRAMEW ORK OF
HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP.

1. THe 2013 DBQ ProMPT: A VERBATIM PRESENTATION OF THE 20 13 DBQ PROMPT, FOLLOWED BY AN ANALYSIS OF
ITS DIRECTIVE WORDS, THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IT REQUIRES STUDENTS TO ADDRESS, AND THE SKILLS IT ASSESSES
(E.G., THESIS DEVELOPMENT, DOCUMENT ANALYSIS, ARGUMENTATION, USE OF EVIDENCE).

1. DoOCUMENT ANALYSIS: A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF EACH DOCUMENT PROVIDED IN THE 2013 DBQ. THIS SECTION WILL
INCLUDE:

SOURCE |IDENTIFICATION: IDENTIFYING THE AUTHOR, DATE, AND TYPE OF EACH DOCUMENT.

CONTENT SUMMARY: A CONCISE SUMMARY OF THE MAIN POINTS OF EACH DOCUMENT.

BIAS/PERSPECTIVE ANALYSIS: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL BIASES AND PERSPECTIVES PRESENT IN EACH DOCUMENT, AND
HOW THESE BIASES MIGHT SHAPE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE EVIDENCE.

HisToricAL CONTEXTUALIZATION: PLACING EACH DOCUMENT WITHIN ITS APPROPRIATE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, LINKING IT TO
BROADER HISTORICAL TRENDS AND EVENTS.

1. ANsWER KEY § ESSAY STRUCTURE: A MODEL ESSAY RESPONDING TO THE 20 13 DBQ PROMPT. THIS SECTION WILL
INCLUDE:

THESIS STATEMENT: A STRONG AND ARGUABLE THESIS STATEMENT DIRECTLY ADDRESSING THE PROMPT.

Boby PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE: EACH BODY PARAGRAPH WILL ANALYZE SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS, CONTEXTUALIZE THEM
HISTORICALLY, AND CONNECT THEM TO THE THESIS STATEMENT. |T WILL DEMONSTRATE EFFECTIVE USE OF EVIDENCE AND
ANALYSIS.

COUNTERARGUMENTS (IF APPLICABLE)Z ADDRESSING POTENTIAL COUNTERARGUMENTS TO STRENGTHEN THE ESSAY'S OVERALL
ARGUMENT.

CONCLUSION: A CONCISE AND EFFECTIVE CONCLUSION THAT SUMMARIZES THE MAIN POINTS AND RESTATES THE THESIS IN A NEW
WAY.

1. SCORING RUBRIC § EVALUATION: A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE SCORING RUBRIC USED TO EVALUATE DBQ ESSAYS,
INCLUDING SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR THESIS DEVELOPMENT, DOCUMENT USE, ANALYSIS, CONTEXTUALIZATION, AND
ARGUMENTATION. THIS SECTION WILL ANALYZE HOW THE MODEL ESSAY FULFILLS THESE CRITERIA.



1. CONCLUSION: A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE ANALYSIS OF THE 2013 DBQ PROJECT AND ITS
IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING HISTORY.

DESCRIPTION: THIS DOCUMENT SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE 2013 DBQ PROJECT. IT PROVIDES A DETAILED
ANALYSIS OF THE PROMPT, INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTS, AND OFFERS A MODEL ANSWER WITH A STEP-BY-STEP EXPLANATION OF THE
REASONING BEHIND EACH ELEMENT OF THE RESPONSE. |T IS DESIGNED TO BE A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR
SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS AND FOR EDUCATORS SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR TEACHING OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS.

AUTHOR: [INSERT AUTHOR NAME OR ORGANIZATION NAME HERE - E.G., DR. JANE DOE, HISTORY DEPARTMENT, EXAMPLE
UNIVERSITY]
Keyworps: DBQ, DocuUMENT-BAseD QUESTION, AP HisTory, HisTorY Essay, HisToricaL AnaLysis, 2013 DBQ,

Essay WRITING, ANsSWER KEY, MoDEL EssAay, DOCUMENT ANALYSIS, CONTEXTUALIZATION

SUMMARY: THIS RESOURCE PROVIDES A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE 2013 DBQ PROJECT, INCLUDING AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF
THE PROMPT, A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF EACH SOURCE DOCUMENT, AND A MODEL ESSAY DEMONSTRATING EFFECTIVE
HISTORICAL ARGUMENTATION. IT IS DESIGNED TO HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF DBQ ESSAYS AND
IMPROVE THEIR SKILLS IN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS, ARGUMENTATION, AND EVIDENCE UTILIZATION. THE DOCUMENT ALSO PROVIDES
INSIGHTS INTO THE SCORING RUBRIC AND HOW TO EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS THE CRITERIA FOR A HIGH-SCORING RESPONSE.

PUBLISHER: [INSERT PUBLISHER NAME HERE - E.G., SELF-PUBLISHED, EXAMPLE EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING HOUSE]

EpiTor: [INSERT EDITOR NAME HERE, IF APPLICABLE]

(THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WOULD THEN NEED TO BE FILLED IN WITH THE SPECIFIC CONTENT RELATED To THE 2013 DBQ
PROMPT AND DOCUMENTS. THIS EXAMPLE FRAMEWORK PROVIDES THE NECESSARY STRUCTURE. BECAUSE THE ACTUAL 2013
DBQ PROMPT AND DOCUMENTS ARE NOT PROVIDED, THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS CANNOT BE COMPLETED.)

1. INTRODUCTION (DETAILED INTRODUCTION WOULD GO HERE.)

1. THe 2013 DBQ ProMPT (THE PROMPT WOULD BE INSERTED HERE, FOLLOWED BY ANALYSIS.)

1. DoOCUMENT ANALYSIS (DETAILED ANALYSIS OF EACH DOCUMENT WOULD BE INSERTED HERE.)

1. ANsWER Key § EssaY STRUCTURE (A MODEL ESSAY WOULD BE INSERTED HERE, WITH A LINE-BY-LINE ANALYSIS
EXPLAINING ITS STRUCTURE AND ARGUMENTATION.)

1. ScoRrING RUBRIC § EVALUATION (A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE SCORING RUBRIC AND HOW THE MODEL ESSAY
MEETS ITS CRITERIA.)



1. CoNcCLUSION (A CONCLUDING SUMMARY WOULD BE INSERTED HERE.)

THIS FRAMEWORK PROVIDES A 1000-WORD STRUCTURE. THE ACTUAL WORD COUNT WILL VARY DEPENDING ON THE LENGTH OF
THE ANALYSIS AND THE MODEL ESSAY. REMEMBER TO REPLACE THE BRACKETED INFORMATION WITH THE APPROPRIATE DETAILS.

DecobinG THE 2013 DBQ ProjecT: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WITH
ANSWER KEY INSIGHTS

MeTA DescrIPTION: UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF THE 2013 DBQ PROJECT! THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE PROVIDES IN-DEPTH
ANALYSIS, EXPERT TIPS, AND INSIGHTS INTO CRAFTING HIGH-SCORING RESPONSES, INCLUDING KEY ELEMENTS OF A STRONG
ANSWER KEY.

Keyworps: 2013 DBQ projecT, DBQ Answer key, APUSH DBQ, AP US History DBQ), DBQ EssaYy, DBQ ruBrIC,
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION, HISTORICAL ANALYSIS, ESSAY WRITING, AP ExAaM PREPARATION, 2013 DBQ), AP HISTORY,
ESSAY STRUCTURE, ARGUMENTATION, EVIDENCE, CONTEXT, HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS, AP SCORING GUIDELINES.

INTRODUCTION: NAVIGATING THE CHALLENGES oF THE 2013 DBQ

THe DocuMENT-BAseD QuUEsTIoN (DBQ) secTioN oF THE AP US HISTORY EXAM CONSISTENTLY PROVES TO BE A
CHALLENGING YET PIVOTAL COMPONENT FOR STUDENTS AIMING FOR A HIGH SCORE. THE 2013 DBQ), IN PARTICULAR, PRESENTED
A UNIQUE SET OF COMPLEXITIES THAT REQUIRED A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND SOPHISTICATED
ANALYTICAL SKILLS. THIS ARTICLE SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE, OFFERING A DEEP DIVE INTO THE 2013 DBQ PROMPT,
PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO CRAFTING A HIGH-SCORING RESPONSE, AND OFFERING A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING POTENTIAL

“ ANSWER KEY” ELEMENTS. |T'S CRUCIAL TO REMEMBER THAT THERE'S NO SINGLE “CORRECT” ANSWER KEY, BUT RATHER A RANGE
OF EFFECTIVE APPROACHES BASED ON A STRONG UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL EVIDENCE AND ARGUMENTATION.

UNDERSTANDING THE 20 13 DBQ PROMPT: SETTING THE STAGE

(INserT THE 2013 AP US HisTorY DBQ PROMPT HERE. THIS IS CRUCIAL FOR CONTEXT AND NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FROM
OFFICIAL AP RESOURCES.)

ANALYZING THE PROMPT IS THE FIRST CRITICAL STEP. STUDENTS MUST CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE TASK: WHAT SPECIFIC
HISTORICAL QUESTION IS BEING ASKED? W/HAT IS THE TIMEFRAME? W/HAT ARE THE KEY CONCEPTS OR THEMES TO BE
ADDRESSED? |IDENTIFYING THESE ELEMENTS PROVIDES THE FOUNDATION FOR CONSTRUCTING A COMPELLING AND FOCUSED
ARGUMENT. THE PROMPT'S LANGUAGE OFTEN CONTAINS SUBTLE CUES THAT POINT TOWARDS THE MOST EFFECTIVE APPROACH.
FAILING TO FULLY GRASP THE NUANCES OF THE PROMPT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY HINDER THE QUALITY OF THE RESPONSE AND RESULT
IN A LOWER SCORE.

DECONSTRUCTING THE DOCUMENTS: EVIDENCE-BASED ARGUMENTATION

THE HEART OF THE DBQ LIES IN THE PROVIDED DOCUMENTS. THE 2013 DBQ LIKELY INCLUDED A RANGE OF PRIMARY SOURCE
MATERIALS — LETTERS, SPEECHES, MAPS, IMAGES, ETC. = EACH OFFERING A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE HISTORICAL EVENT OR



PERIOD UNDER EXAMINATION. EFFECTIVE ANALYSIS REQUIRES MORE THAN SIMPLY SUMMARIZING EACH DOCUMENT. STUDENTS MUST
CRITICALLY EVALUATE THE SOURCE'S AUTHOR, PURPOSE, AUDIENCE, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

Key CONSIDERATIONS FOR DOCUMENT ANALYSIS:

BIAS AND PERSPECTIVE: IDENTIFY THE AUTHOR'S POTENTIAL BIASES AND HOW THEY MIGHT INFLUENCE THE INFORMATION
PRESENTED. NO DOCUMENT IS ENTIRELY OBJECTIVE;, ACKNOWLEDGING THIS BIAS STRENGTHENS THE ANALYSIS.
CONTEXTUALIZATION: PLACE EACH DOCUMENT WITHIN ITS APPROPRIATE HISTORICAL CONTEXT. HOW DOES THE DOCUMENT
REFLECT THE BROADER SOCIAL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, OR CULTURAL TRENDS OF THE TIMEP

SYNTHESIS: CONNECT AND COMPARE THE DOCUMENTS, IDENTIFYING POINTS OF AGREEMENT, DISAGREEMENT, AND NUANCE. THiS
DEMONSTRATES A SOPHISTICATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE.

EVIDENCE SELECTION: DON’T FEEL OBLIGATED TO USE EVERY DOCUMENT. SELECT THE MOST RELEVANT AND IMPACTFUL
DOCUMENTS TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT.

CrRAFTING A COMPELLING THESIS STATEMENT: THE CORNERSTONE OF
Success

THE THESIS STATEMENT IS THE CENTRAL ARGUMENT OF YOUR DBQ ESSAY. |T DIRECTLY ADDRESSES THE PROMPT'S QUESTION
AND PROVIDES A CLEAR ROADMAP FOR THE READER, OUTLINING THE MAIN POINTS THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED. A STRONG THESIS
ISN'T MERELY A STATEMENT OF FACT, IT PRESENTS A NUANCED AND DEFENSIBLE INTERPRETATION OF THE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A STRONG DBQ THESIS:

CLEAR AND CONCISE: AVOID VAGUE OR AMBIGUOUS LANGUAGE.

ARGUMENTATIVE: T AKE A CLEAR STANCE ON THE HISTORICAL QUESTION.

SPECIFIC: MENTION THE SPECIFIC HISTORICAL EVIDENCE THAT WILL BE USED TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT.
CoMPLEX: ACKNOWLEDGE COMPLEXITIES AND NUANCES IN THE HISTORICAL NARRATIVE.

STRUCTURING YOUR ResPoNsE;: A ROADMAP To SUCCESS

A WELL-STRUCTURED DBQ ESSAY DEMONSTRATES A CLEAR LINE OF REASONING. A COMMON AND EFFECTIVE STRUCTURE
INVOLVES:

1. INTRODUCTION: INTRODUCE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, CLEARLY STATE YOUR THESIS, AND BRIEFLY PREVIEW THE MAIN
POINTS OF YOUR ARGUMENT.

2. BobY PARAGRAPHS: EACH PARAGRAPH SHOULD FOCUS ON A SPECIFIC ASPECT OF YOUR ARGUMENT, USING MULTIPLE
DOCUMENTS AS EVIDENCE. EACH DOCUMENT SHOULD BE ANALYZED WITHIN ITS CONTEXT, SHOWING HOW IT SUPPORTS
YOUR THESIS. THIS SECTION REQUIRES THE MOST THOROUGH USE OF THE DOCUMENTS AND IN-DEPTH HISTORICAL
ANALYSIS.

3. SYNTHESIS: CONNECT YOUR ANALYSIS TO BROADER HISTORICAL TRENDS, THEMES, OR DEVELOPMENTS. THIS
DEMONSTRATES A SOPHISTICATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THE SYNTHESIS SECTION OFTEN LINKS
THE EVENTS OF THE 2013 DBQ PROMPT TO OTHER HISTORICAL PERIODS.

4. CONCLUSION: RESTATE YOUR THESIS IN A NEW AND INSIGHTFUL WAY, SUMMARIZING YOUR MAIN POINTS AND REITERATING
YOUR ARGUMENT'S STRENGTH.



THe “ ANswer Key” — A GUIDE To ScorING HiGH

IT'S CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ISN'T A SINGLE “ANSWER KEY” FOR THE 2013 DBQ. THe AP GRADERS ASSESS
ESSAYS BASED ON THE ESTABLISHED RUBRIC, WHICH FOCUSES ON SEVERAL KEY ELEMENTS:

THEsIS: A CLEAR, ARGUMENTATIVE, AND WELL-SUPPORTED THESIS STATEMENT IS ESSENTIAL.

DoCUMENT USE: EFFECTIVE USE OF ALL, OR NEARLY ALL, OF THE PROVIDED DOCUMENTS IS KEY. THIS INVOLVES INSIGHTFUL
ANALYSIS AND CONTEXTUALIZATION, NOT SIMPLY SUMMARIZING.

ANALYSIS AND REASONING: GRADERS LOOK FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE DOCUMENTS, IDENTIFYING PERSPECTIVES, BIASES,
AND CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THEM.

CONTEXTUALIZATION: CONNECTING THE DOCUMENTS AND YOUR ARGUMENT TO BROADER HISTORICAL TRENDS AND
DEVELOPMENTS IS CRUCIAL.

SYNTHESIS: DRAWING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE DOCUMENTS AND BEYOND, SHOWING HOW YOUR ANALYSIS RELATES TO
OTHER HISTORICAL EVENTS OR PERIODS.

HIGH-SCORING ESSAYS EXHIBIT THESE ELEMENTS SEAMLESSLY, PRESENTING A SOPHISTICATED AND WELL-SUPPORTED ARGUMENT.
WHILE THE SPECIFICS OF A “CORRECT” ANSWER VARY, THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF STRONG ARGUMENTATION AND
HISTORICAL ANALYSIS REMAIN CONSTANT.

PRACTICE AND PREPARATION: THE KEy TO DBQ MASTERY

MASTERING THE DBQ REQUIRES CONSISTENT PRACTICE. REVIEW PAST AP US HISTORY EXAMS, FOCUSING ON ANALYZING THE
PROMPT, DECONSTRUCTING THE DOCUMENTS, AND CRAFTING COMPELLING ARGUMENTS. PRACTICE WRITING DBQ ESSAYS UNDER
TIMED CONDITIONS TO SIMULATE THE ACTUAL EXAM EXPERIENCE. USE SAMPLE RESPONSES AND FEEDBACK FROM TEACHERS OR
TUTORS TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING SKILLS AND HISTORICAL ANALYSIS. UNDERSTANDING THE RUBRIC AND PRACTICING
CONSISTENTLY ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE PATHS TO SUCCESS.

CoNcLUSION: BEYonD THE “ ANSWER KeY”

THe 2013 DBQ PROJECT WASN'T ABOUT FINDING A SINGLE “CORRECT” ANSWER; IT WAS ABOUT DEMONSTRATING A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND ARGUMENTATION. THIS GUIDE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR
APPROACHING THE DBQ EFFECTIVELY. BY UNDERSTANDING THE PROMPT, ANALYZING THE DOCUMENTS CRITICALLY, CRAFTING A
STRONG THESIS, STRUCTURING YOUR ESSAY EFFECTIVELY, AND PRACTICING CONSISTENTLY, STUDENTS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPROVE THEIR CHANCES OF ACHIEVING A HIGH SCORE ON THE AP US HisTORY EXAM. REMEMBER, SUCCESS ON THE DBQ HINGES
ON RIGOROUS HISTORICAL THINKING AND CLEAR, WELL-SUPPORTED ARGUMENTATION.
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