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4 Sources Document Problem: Answer Key

Structure:

This document is structured as a comprehensive answer key for a problem involving four source
documents. It will follow a logical progression, breaking down the problem into smaller, manageable
parts. The structure will be as follows:

1. Problem Statement: A concise restatement of the original problem presented to the user.

2. Source Document Summaries: Brief, unbiased summaries of each of the four source documents,
highlighting key information and potential biases. Each summary will include a clear
identification of the source (e.g., author, date, title).

3. Analysis of Discrepancies and Inconsistencies: A detailed examination of any conflicts,
contradictions, or inconsistencies between the four source documents. This section will analyze
the potential reasons for these discrepancies (e.g., differing perspectives, errors in reporting,
intentional manipulation).

4. Synthesis and Interpretation: A synthesis of information from the four sources to create a
cohesive and well-supported understanding of the problem. This section will involve critical
thinking, evaluation of evidence, and weighing the credibility of different sources.

5. Answer to the Problem: A clear, concise, and well-justified answer to the problem posed, based
on the analysis of the four source documents. This answer will be supported by specific
evidence from the sources.

6. Further Considerations: (Optional) Discussion of limitations in the analysis due to the nature of
the sources, potential avenues for further investigation, and any unresolved questions.

Description:

This answer key provides a detailed, step-by-step solution to a problem requiring the analysis and
interpretation of four source documents. It demonstrates critical thinking skills, including the ability to
identify biases, reconcile conflicting information, and synthesize multiple perspectives to arrive at a
well-supported conclusion. The key is designed to be both informative and educational, serving as a
model for approaching similar problems involving multiple source documents. The problem itself likely
requires the user to compare, contrast, and synthesize information from diverse sources to arrive at
an answer. The nature of the problem will determine the specific skills emphasized (e.g., historical
analysis, scientific reasoning, legal interpretation).

Author: [Insert Author Name Here] - A subject matter expert with expertise in [relevant field, e.qg.,



history, law, science]. Include a brief author bio highlighting qualifications and experience.

Keywords: Source analysis, critical thinking, document interpretation, problem-solving, [keywords
related to the specific problem, e.g., World War Il, environmental science, legal precedent].

Summary: This document serves as a comprehensive answer key for a complex problem requiring the
analysis of four source documents. It provides a step-by-step approach to problem-solving,
highlighting critical thinking skills, including source evaluation, conflict resolution, and evidence
synthesis. The key offers a model solution, explaining the reasoning and justification behind each
step.

Publisher: [Insert Publisher Name Here] - This could be a school, university, organization, or
individual.

Editor: [Insert Editor Name Here] - (Optional; include if applicable). If an editor is included, briefly
describe their role in reviewing and editing the answer key.

(The following sections would comprise the bulk of the 1000-word document - approximately 800-900
words would be dedicated to sections 1-6 described above. The following is a placeholder to illustrate
the content that would follow the above structure):

1. Problem Statement: The problem requires the determination of the true cause of the XYZ
factory fire in 1978, using four source documents: a newspaper report, an insurance company
investigation report, a witness statement, and a fire department incident report.

1. Source Document Summaries: (Detailed summaries of each of the four hypothetical sources
would be provided here, including key findings, potential biases, and limitations of each source.)

1. Analysis of Discrepancies and Inconsistencies: (This section would analyze discrepancies
between the reports, such as differing accounts of the fire's origin or the timeline of events.
Potential explanations for these differences would be explored, such as witness error,
incomplete information, or deliberate misinformation.)

1. Synthesis and Interpretation: (This section would synthesize information from all four sources to



create a cohesive narrative of the events leading up to and including the fire. It would involve
weighing the credibility of different sources based on their potential biases and limitations. For
example, the insurance company report might be viewed as potentially biased due to its
financial interest in minimizing payouts.)

1. Answer to the Problem: (Based on the synthesis and interpretation, a clear and concise answer
to the problem of determining the fire's cause would be provided, citing specific evidence from
the source documents to support the conclusion.)

1. Further Considerations: (This section might discuss unresolved questions, limitations of the
available evidence, and potential avenues for further investigation, such as interviewing
additional witnesses or examining physical evidence.)

This expanded framework provides a complete outline for a 1000-word answer key. Remember to
replace the bracketed information with the relevant details of your specific problem and sources. The
hypothetical example of a factory fire can be easily adapted to any other suitable scenario.

Solving the 4-Source Document Problem: A
Comprehensive Guide with Answer Key

Keywords: 4-source document problem, source analysis, document-based question, DBQ, AP History,
essay writing, historical analysis, evidence analysis, argumentation, critical thinking, answer key,
examples, tips, strategies

Meta Description: Master the 4-source document problem! This comprehensive guide provides expert
strategies, tips, and a sample answer key to help you analyze historical sources effectively and write
compelling essays. Learn how to identify bias, synthesize information, and construct a strong
argument.

The "4-source document problem" (or variations thereof, like a DBQ with four sources or a similar
document-based question) is a common challenge faced by students in history, social studies, and
other disciplines requiring source analysis. It tests not just your knowledge of the subject matter, but
also your ability to critically analyze diverse perspectives, synthesize information, and construct a



well-supported argument. This article provides a comprehensive guide to effectively tackling this type
of problem, along with a sample answer key to illustrate the process.

Understanding the Structure of the 4-Source Document
Problem

Typically, a 4-source document problem presents four primary source documents - these could be
excerpts from letters, speeches, diaries, maps, images, or other historical materials - related to a
specific historical event, theme, or issue. The question requires you to analyze these documents,
identify their strengths and weaknesses, and use them as evidence to support a well-developed
argument answering a specific prompt.

The problem often includes a prompt that asks you to:

Analyze: Examine the sources for their content, perspective, and purpose.

Compare and Contrast: Identify similarities and differences between the sources.

Synthesize: Combine information from multiple sources to create a coherent and comprehensive
understanding.

Evaluate: Assess the reliability and validity of the sources.

Construct an Argument: Develop a thesis statement and support it with evidence from the
documents.

Key Strategies for Analyzing 4-Source Documents
Effective analysis requires a structured approach. Here's a step-by-step strategy:
1. Pre-Reading & Understanding the Prompt:

Before diving into the sources, carefully read the prompt. Identify the key question or task.
Understand what the prompt is asking you to do - analyze, compare, evaluate, or argue a specific
point. This understanding will guide your entire analysis.

2. Individual Source Analysis: The “SOAPSTone” Method

For each source, utilize the SOAPSTone method to ensure a thorough analysis:

Speaker: Who created the source? What is their background, perspective, and potential biases?
Occasion: What is the historical context surrounding the creation of the source?

Audience: Who was the intended audience for the source? How might this influence its content?
Purpose: Why was this source created? What message was the creator trying to convey?

Subject: What is the main topic or issue addressed in the source?

Tone: What is the overall tone or attitude conveyed in the source? Is it optimistic, pessimistic, neutral,
angry, etc.?



3. Identifying Bias and Perspective:

Recognizing bias is crucial. Every source reflects the perspective and potential biases of its creator.
Consider the author's background, social standing, and potential motivations. How might these
factors influence the information presented? Identify any inconsistencies or contradictions between
sources.

4. Comparing and Contrasting Sources:

Once you've individually analyzed each source, compare and contrast them. Look for similarities and
differences in their perspectives, evidence presented, and conclusions drawn. Identify areas of
agreement and disagreement. This comparison will help you build a nuanced understanding of the
topic.

5. Synthesis and Argument Construction:

Synthesize the information gleaned from your analysis to construct a coherent argument. Use the
evidence from the sources to support your claims. Your argument should address the prompt directly
and demonstrate a thorough understanding of the historical context. Avoid simply summarizing the
sources; instead, use them as evidence to support your own informed analysis.

6. Developing a Strong Thesis Statement:

A strong thesis statement is crucial. It should clearly state your main argument and provide a
roadmap for your essay. It should directly address the prompt and be supported by evidence from the
sources.

Sample 4-Source Document Problem & Answer Key

Let's illustrate this with a hypothetical example. (Note: Actual sources would be provided in a real
exam.)

Prompt: Analyze the four provided sources concerning the causes of the American Revolution. To
what extent did economic grievances contribute to the outbreak of the revolution, compared to
political and ideological factors? Use evidence from the sources to support your answer.

(Hypothetical Sources - Descriptions Only; Actual sources would be provided in the full problem):

Source A: An excerpt from a British government document outlining taxation policies toward the
American colonies.

Source B: A letter from a colonial merchant detailing the hardships faced due to British trade
restrictions.

Source C: A speech delivered by a colonial patriot emphasizing the importance of self-governance and
natural rights.



Source D: A British official's account of the growing colonial resistance to British authority.

(Sample Answer Key - This is a structured outline; a complete essay would require full sentences and
more detailed analysis):

Thesis Statement: While political and ideological grievances played a significant role in causing the
American Revolution, economic factors, as evidenced by unfair taxation and restrictive trade policies,
served as the primary catalyst for colonial discontent and ultimately contributed most significantly to
the outbreak of revolution.

Body Paragraph 1: Economic Grievances (Sources A & B):

Source A: Highlights unfair taxation policies (e.g., Stamp Act, Townshend Acts) imposed by the British
government.

Source B: Details the negative economic consequences of these policies on colonial merchants and
businesses, leading to widespread hardship and resentment.

Analysis: These sources demonstrate the significant economic burden placed on the colonists, fueling
resentment and resistance.

Body Paragraph 2: Political and Ideological Grievances (Sources C & D):

Source C: Emphasizes the importance of self-governance, natural rights, and the colonists' growing
belief in their right to representation.

Source D: lllustrates the British government's increasing intolerance of colonial resistance,
contributing to a growing sense of political oppression.

Analysis: These sources show the growing ideological differences between Britain and its colonies,
further escalating tensions.

Body Paragraph 3: Synthesis and Comparison:

Compare and contrast the evidence from sources A and B with sources C and D.

Show the intertwined nature of economic and political grievances. Argue that while political ideals
fueled the revolutionary fervor, economic hardship provided the crucial spark that ignited the
rebellion.

Use specific examples and quotes from the sources to support this argument.

Conclusion:
Reiterate the thesis statement, summarizing the key findings. Conclude with a final assessment of the

relative importance of economic versus political and ideological factors in causing the American
Revolution, firmly grounding your argument in the evidence presented in the sources.



Conclusion: Mastering the 4-Source Document Problem

The 4-source document problem demands a systematic and thoughtful approach. By following the
strategies outlined above, focusing on a strong thesis, and utilizing the provided sources effectively,
you can develop well-supported arguments and excel in this type of assessment. Remember, practice
is key! Working through numerous practice problems will improve your analytical skills, allowing you
to confidently tackle any 4-source document problem you may encounter. The more you practice, the
more effectively you'll be able to analyze sources, identify biases, synthesize information, and build
strong arguments supported by historical evidence.
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