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A Model of Christian Charity Analysis: Unveiling the
Enduring Relevance of a Timeless Text

Introduction:

Are you intrigued by the enduring power of Christian charity? Do you yearn to understand its
practical application in a complex world? This in-depth analysis delves into "A Model of Christian
Charity," John Winthrop's seminal sermon delivered aboard the Arbella in 1630. We'll dissect its core
arguments, explore its historical context, examine its lasting influence, and uncover its continued
relevance for navigating modern social challenges. This post offers a comprehensive exploration,
providing a clear framework for understanding this pivotal piece of Puritan thought and its
surprisingly contemporary applications. We will move beyond simple summaries, providing critical
analysis and insightful interpretations. Prepare to uncover a deeper understanding of Christian
charity and its transformative potential.

I. Historical Context: Setting the Stage for Winthrop's Vision

Understanding "A Model of Christian Charity" requires understanding its historical context.
Delivered aboard the Arbella, a ship carrying Puritan settlers to the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the
sermon wasn't merely a religious discourse; it was a foundational document for a nascent society.
Winthrop's audience consisted of individuals embarking on a perilous journey, hoping to establish a
“city upon a hill," a shining example of godly living for the world. This aspiration shaped the
sermon's core message, emphasizing the necessity of communal unity, mutual support, and selfless
service to achieve their ambitious goal. Analyzing the societal pressures of the time - religious
persecution in England, the desire for religious freedom, and the inherent challenges of establishing
a new colony - provides critical insight into Winthrop's motivations and the urgent need for a
unifying social ethic. The anxieties and aspirations of the Puritan settlers directly influenced the
sermon's tone and emphasis on charity as a cornerstone of their collective success.

II. Core Arguments: Deconstructing Winthrop's Vision of Charity

Winthrop's concept of charity extends far beyond simple almsgiving. He presents a multifaceted
understanding, encompassing several key arguments. Firstly, he emphasizes "love one another" as
the fundamental commandment driving charitable actions. This is not merely sentimental affection
but a profound commitment to mutual support driven by religious conviction. Secondly, he
distinguishes between general and particular charity. General charity encompasses a love for all
humanity, while particular charity emphasizes the specific needs of those within one's community.
This distinction highlights the importance of both universal compassion and localized action. Thirdly,
Winthrop articulates the crucial role of mutual interdependence and community responsibility. He
emphasizes that the community's success hinges on each member's commitment to the common
good, with wealth and resources shared in a spirit of cooperation. Finally, he highlights the spiritual
dimension of charity, stressing that acts of charity are not merely fulfilling a social obligation but
reflect a genuine commitment to following God's will and demonstrating one's faith through action.
Understanding these arguments reveals the depth and complexity of Winthrop’s vision of charity and



its social implications.
II1. The "City Upon a Hill" Metaphor: A Societal Blueprint

The famous "city upon a hill" metaphor encapsulates Winthrop's aspiration for the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. It signifies not merely geographical isolation but a moral imperative. The colony was to
serve as a model society, exemplifying Christian virtues and demonstrating the transformative power
of charity. This metaphor emphasizes the external accountability of the colony, highlighting the
importance of maintaining high moral standards. Failure to do so would cast a negative reflection on
the entire project and potentially discourage others from seeking religious freedom in the New
World. This external pressure, coupled with the internal necessity of community cohesion, reinforced
the significance of charity as a binding force within the fledgling society. The metaphor serves as a
constant reminder of the colony's commitment to embodying Christian ideals and upholding a model
of societal harmony built on shared responsibility.

IV. Lasting Influence and Contemporary Relevance

While rooted in 17th-century Puritanism, "A Model of Christian Charity" possesses enduring
relevance. Its emphasis on community responsibility, social justice, and mutual support continues to
resonate in contemporary discussions about societal cohesion and ethical living. Winthrop's vision of
a society where individuals actively participate in the well-being of others remains a compelling
ideal. The principles of sharing resources, assisting the needy, and striving for social harmony
continue to be fundamental tenets of various social movements advocating for equality, justice, and
compassionate social policies. The sermon serves as a reminder that a thriving society requires not
only economic prosperity but also a strong sense of shared purpose and mutual responsibility.
Analyzing its enduring legacy allows us to draw contemporary parallels and consider how its core
principles can guide us in addressing modern social challenges.

V. Critique and Limitations:

Despite its enduring value, "A Model of Christian Charity" is not without its limitations. Its emphasis
on community unity can be seen as potentially suppressing dissent and fostering a certain degree of
conformity. The inherent elitism within the Puritan society, which prioritized certain individuals over
others, is also a critical point to examine. Furthermore, the sermon's historical context - specifically
the exclusionary nature of the Puritan community - raises questions about its applicability to a
diverse and inclusive society. A comprehensive analysis needs to acknowledge these limitations and
engage with critical perspectives to avoid simplistic interpretations and promote a nuanced
understanding of Winthrop's work.

VI. A Model of Christian Charity: A Detailed Outline

Name: A Model of Christian Charity: A Comprehensive Analysis of John Winthrop's Sermon
Contents:

Introduction: Historical context and overview of the sermon's significance.

Chapter 1: Historical Context: The Puritan migration, the establishment of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, and the social and religious pressures of the time.

Chapter 2: Core Arguments: Detailed examination of Winthrop's key arguments regarding charity,
including general and particular charity, mutual interdependence, and the spiritual dimension of



charity.

Chapter 3: The "City Upon a Hill" Metaphor: Analysis of the metaphor's significance and its impact
on the colony's development and identity.

Chapter 4: Lasting Influence and Contemporary Relevance: Examination of the sermon's continuing
influence and its application to contemporary social issues.

Chapter 5: Critique and Limitations: Critical analysis of the sermon's potential shortcomings and its
limitations in a modern context.

Conclusion: Synthesis of the key findings and a reflection on the enduring relevance of Winthrop's
vision.

(The following sections would then expand on each chapter point of the outline above, mirroring the
detailed content already provided in the body of this blog post. Due to the word count limitations,
this detailed expansion for each chapter is omitted here.)

FAQs:

1. What is the primary purpose of Winthrop's "A Model of Christian Charity"? To establish a
framework for social cohesion and mutual support within the newly founded Massachusetts
Bay Colony, based on Christian principles of charity.

1. What is the difference between general and particular charity according to Winthrop? General
charity refers to love for all humanity, while particular charity focuses on the specific needs of
one's community.

1. What is the significance of the "city upon a hill" metaphor? It represents the colony's
aspiration to be a model Christian society, setting an example for the world.

1. How does Winthrop's concept of charity relate to contemporary social issues? It highlights the
ongoing need for community responsibility, social justice, and mutual support in addressing
modern challenges.

1. What are some criticisms of Winthrop's "A Model of Christian Charity"? Some criticisms
include the potential for suppressing dissent and the exclusionary nature of the Puritan
community.



1. How does Winthrop define Christian charity? He defines it as a multifaceted concept
encompassing love for all humanity, mutual support, community responsibility, and a
commitment to following God's will.

1. What is the historical context crucial to understanding Winthrop's sermon? Understanding the
Puritan migration, the challenges of establishing a new colony, and the social and religious
pressures of the time is crucial.

1. What is the enduring legacy of "A Model of Christian Charity"? Its emphasis on community,
responsibility, and social justice continues to inspire discussions on ethical living and societal
cohesion.

1. Where can I find a complete copy of "A Model of Christian Charity"? Numerous online sources
and academic databases provide access to the full text of Winthrop's sermon.

Related Articles:
1. Puritanism and the American Identity: Explores the lasting influence of Puritan beliefs on
American culture and values.

2. John Winthrop's Life and Legacy: A biographical overview of Winthrop's life and his
contributions to the development of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

3. The Concept of Covenant in Puritan Theology: Examines the significance of covenant theology
in shaping Puritan society and beliefs.

4. Social Justice in the Puritan Era: Analyzes the social structures and practices within the
Puritan community.

5. The Role of Religion in Colonial America: Explores the significant role of religion in shaping
colonial society and its institutions.

6. Comparative Analysis of Puritan and Separatist Thought: Compares and contrasts the beliefs
and practices of different Puritan groups.

7. The Impact of Winthrop's Sermon on Subsequent Religious Movements: Examines how
Winthrop's ideas influenced later religious and social reform movements.

8. Modern Interpretations of "A Model of Christian Charity": Discusses contemporary



perspectives and critical interpretations of Winthrop's sermon.

9. The Ethical Implications of Community Responsibility: Explores the ethical considerations and
challenges associated with community responsibility in modern societies.

a model of christian charity analysis: The American Jeremiad Sacvan Bercovitch,
2012-04-19 When Sacvan Bercovitch’s The American Jeremiad first appeared in 1978, it was hailed
as a landmark study of dissent and cultural formation in America, from the Puritans’ writings
through the major literary works of the antebellum era. For this long-awaited anniversary edition,
Bercovitch has written a deeply thoughtful and challenging new preface that reflects on his classic
study of the role of the political sermon, or jeremiad, in America from a contemporary perspective,
while assessing developments in the field of American studies and the culture at large.

a model of christian charity analysis: As a City on a Hill Daniel T. Rodgers, 2020-10-06 For
we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill, John Winthrop warned his fellow Puritans at
New England's founding in 1630. More than three centuries later, Ronald Reagan remade that
passage into a timeless celebration of American promise. How were Winthrop's long-forgotten words
reinvented as a central statement of American identity and exceptionalism? In As a City on a Hill,
leading American intellectual historian Daniel Rodgers tells the surprising story of one of the most
celebrated documents in the canon of the American idea. In doing so, he brings to life the ideas
Winthrop's text carried in its own time and the sharply different yearnings that have been attributed
to it since. As a City on a Hill shows how much more malleable, more saturated with vulnerability,
and less distinctly American Winthrop's Model of Christian Charity was than the document that
twentieth-century Americans invented. Across almost four centuries, Rodgers traces striking shifts
in the meaning of Winthrop's words--from Winthrop's own anxious reckoning with the scrutiny of the
world, through Abraham Lincoln's haunting reference to this almost chosen people, to the city on a
hill that African Americans hoped to construct in Liberia, to the era of Donald Trump. As a City on a
Hill reveals the circuitous, unexpected ways Winthrop's words came to lodge in American
consciousness. At the same time, the book offers a probing reflection on how nationalism encourages
the invention of timeless texts to straighten out the crooked realities of the past.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Journal of John Winthrop, 1630-1649 John
Winthrop, 1996 This abridged edition of Winthrop's journal, which incorporates about 40 percent of
the governor's text, with his spelling and punctuation modernized, includes a lively Introduction and
complete annotation. It also includes Winthrop's famous lay sermon, A Model of Christian Charity,
written in 1630. As in the fuller journal, this abridged edition contains the drama of Winthrop's life -
his defeat at the hands of the freemen for governor, the banishment and flight of Roger Williams to
Rhode Island, the Pequot War that exterminated his Indian opponents, and the Antinomian
controversy. Here is the earliest American document on the perpetual contest between the forces of
good and evil in the wilderness - Winthrop's recounting of how God's Chosen People escaped from
captivity into the promised land. While he recorded all the sexual scandal - rape, fornication,
adultery, sodomy, and buggery - it was only to show that even in Godly New England the Devil was
continually at work, and man must be forever militant.

a model of christian charity analysis: Writing New England Andrew Delbanco, Mendelson
Family Chair of American Studies and Julian Clarence Levi Professor in the Humanities Andrew
Delbanco, 2013-10-01 Organized thematically, this anthology provides a collective self-portrait of the
New England mind. With an introductory essay on the origins of New England, a detailed
chronology, and explanatory headnotes for each selection, the book is a welcoming introduction to a
great American literary tradition and a treasury of vivid writing that defines what it has meant, over




nearly four centuries, to be a New Englander.

a model of christian charity analysis: History of Plymouth Plantation, 1620-1647 William
Bradford, 1912

a model of christian charity analysis: The Puritan Dilemma Edmund Sears Morgan, 1958

a model of christian charity analysis: Mere Christianity C. S. Lewis, 2001-03-06 A forceful
and accessible discussion of Christian belief that has become one of the most popular introductions
to Christianity and one of the most popular of Lewis's books. Uncovers common ground upon which
all Christians can stand together.

a model of christian charity analysis: City on a Hill Abram C. Van Engen, 2020-02-25 A
fresh, original history of America’s national narratives, told through the loss, recovery, and rise of
one influential Puritan sermon from 1630 to the present day In this illuminating book, Abram Van
Engen shows how the phrase “City on a Hill,” from a 1630 sermon by Massachusetts Bay governor
John Winthrop, shaped the story of American exceptionalism in the twentieth century. By tracing the
history of Winthrop’s speech, its changing status throughout time, and its use in modern politics,
Van Engen asks us to reevaluate our national narratives. He tells the story of curators, librarians,
collectors, archivists, antiquarians, and often anonymous figures who emphasized the role of the
Pilgrims and Puritans in American history, paving the way for the saving and sanctifying of a single
sermon. This sermon’s rags-to-riches rise reveals the way national stories take shape and shows us
how those tales continue to influence competing visions of the country—the many different meanings
of America that emerge from its literary past.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Case for Classical Christian Education Douglas
Wilson, 2002-11-12 Newspapers are filled with stories about poorly educated children, ineffective
teachers, and cash-strapped school districts. In this greatly expanded treatment of a topic he first
dealt with in Rediscovering the Lost Tools of Learning, Douglas Wilson proposes an alternative to
government-operated school by advocating a return to classical Christian education with its
discipline, hard work, and learning geared to child development stages. As an educator, Wilson is
well-equipped to diagnose the cause of America's deteriorating school system and to propose
remedies for those committed to their children's best interests in education. He maintains that
education is essentially religious because it deals with the basic questions about life that require
spiritual answers-reading and writing are simply the tools. Offering a review of classical education
and the history of this movement, Wilson also reflects on his own involvement in the process of
creating educational institutions that embrace that style of learning. He details elements needed in a
useful curriculum, including a list of literary classics. Readers will see that classical education offers
the best opportunity for academic achievement, character growth, and spiritual education, and that
such quality cannot be duplicated in a religiously-neutral environment.

a model of christian charity analysis: Confident Pluralism John D. Inazu, 2018-08-03 In the
three years since Donald Trump first announced his plans to run for president, the United States
seems to become more dramatically polarized and divided with each passing month. There are
seemingly irresolvable differences in the beliefs, values, and identities of citizens across the country
that too often play out in our legal system in clashes on a range of topics such as the tensions
between law enforcement and minority communities. How can we possibly argue for civic
aspirations like tolerance, humility, and patience in our current moment? In Confident Pluralism,
John D. Inazu analyzes the current state of the country, orients the contemporary United States
within its broader history, and explores the ways that Americans can—and must—strive to live
together peaceably despite our deeply engrained differences. Pluralism is one of the founding creeds
of the United States—yet America’s society and legal system continues to face deep, unsolved
structural problems in dealing with differing cultural anxieties and differing viewpoints. Inazu not
only argues that it is possible to cohabitate peacefully in this country, but also lays out realistic
guidelines for our society and legal system to achieve the new American dream through civic
practices that value toleration over protest, humility over defensiveness, and persuasion over
coercion. With a new preface that addresses the election of Donald Trump, the decline in civic




discourse after the election, the Nazi march in Charlottesville, and more, this new edition of
Confident Pluralism is an essential clarion call during one of the most troubled times in US history.
Inazu argues for institutions that can work to bring people together as well as political institutions
that will defend the unprotected. Confident Pluralism offers a refreshing argument for how the legal
system can protect peoples’ personal beliefs and differences and provides a path forward to a
healthier future of tolerance, humility, and patience.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Joy of the Gospel Pope Francis, 2014-10-07 The
perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed hardcover edition of The Joy of the Gospel with a
foreword by Robert Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ. “The joy of the gospel fills the
hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus... In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian
faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new
paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.” - Pope Francis This special edition of Pope
Francis's popular message of hope explores themes that are important for believers in the 21st
century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and what can be done to overcome those hurdles, he
emphasizes the importance of service to God and all his creation. Advocating for “the homeless, the
addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly who are increasingly isolated and abandoned,”
the Holy Father shows us how to respond to poverty and current economic challenges that affect us
locally and globally. Ultimately, Pope Francis demonstrates how to develop a more personal
relationship with Jesus Christ, “to recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in events great and small.”
Profound in its insight, yet warm and accessible in its tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a call to action to
live a life motivated by divine love and, in turn, to experience heaven on earth. Includes a foreword
by Robert Barron, author of Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of the Faith and James Martin, S],
author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage

a model of christian charity analysis: Charity Detox Robert D. Lupton, 2015-07-07 The
veteran urban activist and author of the revolutionary Toxic Charity returns with a headline-making
book that offers proven, results-oriented ideas for transforming our system of giving. In Toxic
Charity, Robert D. Lupton revealed the truth about modern charity programs meant to help the poor
and disenfranchised. While charity makes donors feel better, he argued, it often hurts those it seeks
to help. At the forefront of this burgeoning yet ineffective compassion industry are American
churches, which spend billions on dependency-producing programs, including food pantries. But
what would charity look like if we, instead, measured it by its ability to alleviate poverty and needs?
That is the question at the heart of Charity Detox. Drawing on his many decades of experience,
Lupton outlines how to structure programs that actually improve the quality of life of the poor and
disenfranchised. He introduces many strategies that are revolutionizing what we do with our charity
dollars, and offers numerous examples of organizations that have successfully adopted these
groundbreaking new models. Only by redirecting our strategies and becoming committed to results,
he argues, can charity enterprises truly become as transformative as our ideals.

a model of christian charity analysis: Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society
Massachusetts Historical Society, 1863 For the statement above quoted, also for full bibliographical
information regarding this publication, and for the contents of the volumes [1st ser.] v. 1- 7th series,
v. 5, cf. Griffin, Bibl. of Amer. hist. society. 2d edition, 1907, p. 346-360.

a model of christian charity analysis: When Helping Hurts Steve Corbett, Brian Fikkert,
2014-01-24 With more than 450,000 copies in print, When Helping Hurts is a paradigm-forming
contemporary classic on the subject of poverty alleviation. Poverty is much more than simply a lack
of material resources, and it takes much more than donations and handouts to solve it. When
Helping Hurts shows how some alleviation efforts, failing to consider the complexities of poverty,
have actually (and unintentionally) done more harm than good. But it looks ahead. It encourages us
to see the dignity in everyone, to empower the materially poor, and to know that we are all uniquely
needy—and that God in the gospel is reconciling all things to himself. Focusing on both North
American and Majority World contexts, When Helping Hurts provides proven strategies for effective
poverty alleviation, catalyzing the idea that sustainable change comes not from the outside in, but



from the inside out.

a model of christian charity analysis: Alms David J. Downs, 2016 6 Love Covers a Multitude
of Sins: Atoning Almsgiving in 1 Peter 4:8 and Its Early Christian Reception -- 7. Merciful Practice Is
Good as Repentance for Sin: Resurrection, Atonement, and Care for the Poor in Second-Century
Christianity -- 8. By Alms and Faith Sins Are Purged Away: Almsgiving and Atonement in Early
Christian Scriptural Exegesis -- Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index.

a model of christian charity analysis: Generous Justice Timothy Keller, 2012-08-07 Keller
explores a life of justice empowered by an experience of grace.

a model of christian charity analysis: Understanding Sexual Identity Mark A. Yarhouse,
2013-10-22 Today’s youth struggle with difficult questions of sexual identity. How can a youth
worker offer wise care and counsel on such a controversial and confusing subject? Mark Yarhouse,
Director of the Institute for the Study of Sexual Identity, writes to equip youth ministers so they can
faithfully navigate the topic of sexual identity in a way that is honest, compassionate, and accessible.
Reframing the focus away from the culture wars, Yarhouse introduces readers to the conversation
beginning with the developmental considerations in the formation of sexual identity—all of which
occurs in the teen years. He offers practical and helpful ways to think about people who experience
same-sex attraction. Sections of the book are also dedicated to helping parents respond to their
children and teens who struggle with questions of sexual idenity, as well as how youth ministry can
become more relevant in the lives of youth who are navigating these issues.

a model of christian charity analysis: Peasant Fires Richard M. Wunderli, 1992 One night in
1476 in the small southern German town of Niklashausen, an illiterate shepherd and street musician
by the name of Hans Behem had a vision of the Virgin Mary. This work sets the pieces of the story
into their cultural, religious, and political context. It explores important questions about the period
and about historical memory.

a model of christian charity analysis: Dominion Tom Holland, 2019-10-29 A marvelous
(Economist) account of how the Christian Revolution forged the Western imagination. Crucifixion,
the Romans believed, was the worst fate imaginable, a punishment reserved for slaves. How
astonishing it was, then, that people should have come to believe that one particular victim of
crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the name of Jesus-was to be worshipped as a god. Dominion
explores the implications of this shocking conviction as they have reverberated throughout history.
Today, the West remains utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. As Tom Holland demonstrates,
our morals and ethics are not universal but are instead the fruits of a very distinctive civilization.
Concepts such as secularism, liberalism, science, and homosexuality are deeply rooted in a Christian
seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles, Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the story of how
Christianity transformed the modern world.

a model of christian charity analysis: Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson Rowlandson, 2018-08-20 Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of the
“Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson” (1682). Mary Rowlandson (c.
1637-1711), nee Mary White, was born in Somerset, England. Her family moved to the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in the United States, and she settled in Lancaster, Massachusetts,
marrying in 1656. It was here that Native Americans attacked during King Philip’s War, and Mary
and her three children were taken hostage. This text is a profound first-hand account written by
Mary detailing the experiences and conditions of her capture, and chronicling how she endured the
11 weeks in the wilderness under her Native American captors. It was published six years after her
release, and explores the themes of mortal fragility, survival, faith and will, and the complexities of
human nature. It is acknowledged as a seminal work of American historical literature.

a model of christian charity analysis: Toxic Charity Robert D. Lupton, 2011-10-11 Public
service is a way of life for Americans; giving is a part of our national character. But compassionate
instincts and generous spirits aren’t enough, says veteran urban activist Robert D. Lupton. In this
groundbreaking guide, he reveals the disturbing truth about charity: all too much of it has become
toxic, devastating to the very people it’s meant to help. In his four decades of urban ministry, Lupton




has experienced firsthand how our good intentions can have unintended, dire consequences. Our
free food and clothing distribution encourages ever-growing handout lines, diminishing the dignity
of the poor while increasing their dependency. We converge on inner-city neighborhoods to plant
flowers and pick up trash, battering the pride of residents who have the capacity (and responsibility)
to beautify their own environment. We fly off on mission trips to poverty-stricken villages, hearts full
of pity and suitcases bulging with giveaways—trips that one Nicaraguan leader describes as
effective only in “turning my people into beggars.” In Toxic Charity, Lupton urges individuals,
churches, and organizations to step away from these spontaneous, often destructive acts of
compassion toward thoughtful paths to community development. He delivers proven strategies for
moving from toxic charity to transformative charity. Proposing a powerful “Oath for Compassionate
Service” and spotlighting real-life examples of people serving not just with their hearts but with
proven strategies and tested tactics, Lupton offers all the tools and inspiration we need to develop
healthy, community-driven programs that produce deep, measurable, and lasting change. Everyone
who volunteers or donates to charity needs to wrestle with this book.

a model of christian charity analysis: A Model of Christian Charity John Winthrop,
2020-12-09

a model of christian charity analysis: Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals
Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation Kristin Kobes Du Mez, 2020-06-23 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER The “paradigm-influencing” book (Christianity Today) that is fundamentally
transforming our understanding of white evangelicalism in America. Jesus and John Wayne is a
sweeping, revisionist history of the last seventy-five years of white evangelicalism, revealing how
evangelicals have worked to replace the Jesus of the Gospels with an idol of rugged masculinity and
Christian nationalism—or in the words of one modern chaplain, with “a spiritual badass.” As
acclaimed scholar Kristin Du Mez explains, the key to understanding this transformation is to
recognize the centrality of popular culture in contemporary American evangelicalism. Many of
today’s evangelicals might not be theologically astute, but they know their VeggieTales, they've read
John Eldredge’s Wild at Heart, and they learned about purity before they learned about sex—and
they have a silver ring to prove it. Evangelical books, films, music, clothing, and merchandise shape
the beliefs of millions. And evangelical culture is teeming with muscular heroes—mythical warriors
and rugged soldiers, men like Oliver North, Ronald Reagan, Mel Gibson, and the Duck Dynasty clan,
who assert white masculine power in defense of “Christian America.” Chief among these evangelical
legends is John Wayne, an icon of a lost time when men were uncowed by political correctness,
unafraid to tell it like it was, and did what needed to be done. Challenging the commonly held
assumption that the “moral majority” backed Donald Trump in 2016 and 2020 for purely pragmatic
reasons, Du Mez reveals that Trump in fact represented the fulfillment, rather than the betrayal, of
white evangelicals’ most deeply held values: patriarchy, authoritarian rule, aggressive foreign policy,
fear of Islam, ambivalence toward #MeToo, and opposition to Black Lives Matter and the LGBTQ
community. A much-needed reexamination of perhaps the most influential subculture in this country,
Jesus and John Wayne shows that, far from adhering to biblical principles, modern white
evangelicals have remade their faith, with enduring consequences for all Americans.

a model of christian charity analysis: Radical David Platt, 2010-05-04 New York Times
bestseller What is Jesus worth to you? It's easy for American Christians to forget how Jesus said his
followers would actually live, what their new lifestyle would actually look like. They would, he said,
leave behind security, money, convenience, even family for him. They would abandon everything for
the gospel. They would take up their crosses daily... But who do you know who lives like that? Do
you? In Radical, David Platt challenges you to consider with an open heart how we have manipulated
the gospel to fit our cultural preferences. He shows what Jesus actually said about being his
disciple--then invites you to believe and obey what you have heard. And he tells the dramatic story of
what is happening as a successful suburban church decides to get serious about the gospel
according to Jesus. Finally, he urges you to join in The Radical Experiment -- a one-year journey in
authentic discipleship that will transform how you live in a world that desperately needs the Good




News Jesus came to bring.

a model of christian charity analysis: Economics in Christian Perspective Victor V. Claar,
Robin J. Klay, 2015-04-21 Victor Claar and Robin Klay introduce students to the basic principles of
economics and then evaluate the principles and issues as seen from a Christian perspective. This
textbook places the economic life in the context of Christian discipleship and stewardship. This text
is for use in any course needing a survey of the principles of economics.

a model of christian charity analysis: Business for the Common Good Kenman L. Wong,
Scott B. Rae, 2011-01-28 Is business just a way to make money? Or can the marketplace be a venue
for service to others? Scott B. Rae and Kenman L. Wong seek to explore this and other critical
business issues from a uniquely Christian perspective, offering up a vision for work and service that
is theologically grounded and practically oriented.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Tragedy of American Compassion Marvin
Olasky, 1994-02-01 This is a book of hope at a time when just about everyone but Marvin Olasky has
lost hope. The topic is poverty and the underclass. The profound truth that Marvin Olasky forces us
to confront is that the problems of the underclass are not caused by poverty. Some of them are
exacerbated by poverty, but we know that they need not be caused by poverty, for poverty has been
the condition of the vast majority of human communities since the dawn of history, and they have for
the most part been communities of stable families, nurtured children, and low crime. It is wrong to
think that writing checks will end the problems of the underclass, or even reduce them. - Preface.

a model of christian charity analysis: Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God Jonathan
Edwards,

a model of christian charity analysis: The Skeletons in God's Closet Joshua Ryan Butler,
2014-10-21 How can a loving God send people to hell? Isn’t it arrogant to believe Jesus is the only
way to God? What is up with holy war in the Old Testament? Many of us fear God has some skeletons
in the closet. Hell, judgment, and holy war are hot topics for the Christian faith that have a way of
igniting fierce debate far and wide. These hard questions leave many wondering whether God is
really good and can truly be trusted. The Skeletons in God's Closet confronts our popular caricatures
of these difficult topics with the beauty and power of the real thing. Josh Butler reveals that these
subjects are consistent with, rather than contradictory to, the goodness of God. He explores
Scripture to reveal the plotlines that make sense of these tough topics in light of God’s goodness.
From fresh angles, Josh deals powerfully with such difficult passages as: The Lake of Fire Lazarus
and the Rich Man The Slaughter of Canaanites in the Old Testament Ultimately, The Skeletons in
God's Close uses our toughest questions to provoke paradigm shifts in how we understand our faith
as a whole. It pulls the “skeletons out of God’s closet” to reveal they were never really skeletons at
all.

a model of christian charity analysis: Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction Francis J.
Bremer, 2009-07-24 Written by a leading expert on the Puritans, this brief, informative volume offers
a wealth of background on this key religious movement. This book traces the shaping, triumph, and
decline of the Puritan world, while also examining the role of religion in the shaping of American
society and the role of the Puritan legacy in American history. Francis J. Bremer discusses the rise of
Puritanism in the English Reformation, the struggle of the reformers to purge what they viewed as
the corruptions of Roman Catholicism from the Elizabethan church, and the struggle with the Stuart
monarchs that led to a brief Puritan triumph under Oliver Cromwell. It also examines the effort of
Puritans who left England to establish a godly kingdom in America. Bremer examines puritan
theology, views on family and community, their beliefs about the proper relationship between
religion and public life, the limits of toleration, the balance between individual rights and one's
obligation to others, and the extent to which public character should be shaped by private religious
belief. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for
the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and
issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.



a model of christian charity analysis: What's So Amazing About Grace? Revised and Updated
Philip Yancey, 2023-10-03 OVER TWO MILLION COPIES SOLD! It's the most powerful force in the
universe, our only hope for love and forgiveness, and a foretaste of eternal life: amazing, radical,
life-changing grace. Millions of lives have been changed by award-winning author Philip Yancey's
startling exploration of grace at street level. Grace is the one thing the world can't duplicate, the
healing force we need, and the key to transforming a broken world. In this revised and updated
edition of his personal and provocative book, Yancey offers true portraits of grace's life-changing
power. These stories, set in the midst of life's stark realities, evoke such questions as: If grace is
God's love for the undeserving, how do I get it? How well are we dispensing grace to a world that
knows far more of strife and unforgiveness than it does of mercy? Can grace make a difference in
the midst of such atrocities as the Nazi holocaust, and how can it withstand the brutality of hate?
With powerful stories, rich theology, and practical suggestions, Yancey challenges us to become
living answers to a world that desperately needs to know, What's So Amazing About Grace?

a model of christian charity analysis: The Elusive Dream Korie L. Edwards, 2008-08-27 'The
Elusive Dream' demonstrates, through nuanced analysis and in-depth study, that interracial
churches in fact help to perpetuate the very racial inequality they aim to abolish. The text raises
provocative questions about the ongoing problem of race in the national culture.

a model of christian charity analysis: A History of Christian Missions Stephen Neill,
1991-05-17 A History of Christian Missions traces the expansion of Christianity from its origins in
the Middle East to Rome, the rest of Europe and the colonial world, and assesses its position as a
major religious force worldwide. Many of the world’s religions have not actively sought converts,
largely because they have been too regional in character. Buddhism, Islam and Christianity,
however, are the three chief exceptions to this, and Christianity in particular has found a home in
almost every country in the world. Professor Stephen Neill’s comprehensive and authoritative survey
examines centuries of missionary activity, beginning with Christ and working through the Crusades
and the colonization of Asia and Africa up to the present day, concluding with a shrewd look ahead
to what the future may hold for the Christian Church.

a model of christian charity analysis: On the Trinity Saint Augustine of Hippo, Aeterna Press,
The following dissertation concerning the Trinity, as the reader ought to be informed, has been
written in order to guard against the sophistries of those who disdain to begin with faith, and are
deceived by a crude and perverse love of reason. Now one class of such men endeavor to transfer to
things incorporeal and spiritual the ideas they have formed, whether through experience of the
bodily senses, or by natural human wit and diligent quickness, or by the aid of art, from things
corporeal; so as to seek to measure and conceive of the former by the latter. Aeterna Press

a model of christian charity analysis: The Trial of Anne Hutchinson Michael P. Winship,
Mark C. Carnes, 2022-07-01 The Trial of Anne Hutchinson re-creates one of the most tumultuous
and significant episodes in early American history: the struggle between the followers and allies of
John Winthrop, governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and those of Anne Hutchinson, a
strong-willed and brilliant religious dissenter. The controversy pushed Massachusetts to the brink of
collapse and spurred a significant exodus. The Puritans who founded Massachusetts were poised
between the Middle Ages and the modern world, and in many ways, they helped to bring the modern
world into being. The Trial of Anne Hutchinson plunges participants into a religious world that will
be unfamiliar to many of them. Yet the Puritans' passionate struggles over how far they could
tolerate a diversity of religious opinions in a colony committed to religious unity were part of a
larger historical process that led to religious freedom and the modern concept of separation of
church and state. Their vehement commitment to their liberties and fears about the many threats
these faced were passed down to the American Revolution and beyond.

a model of christian charity analysis: God's Internationalists David P. King, 2019-05-31 Over
the past seventy years, World Vision has grown from a small missionary agency to the largest
Christian humanitarian organization in the world, with 40,000 employees, offices in nearly one
hundred countries, and an annual budget of over $2 billion. While founder Bob Pierce was an



evangelist with street smarts, the most recent World Vision U.S. presidents move with ease between
megachurches, the boardrooms of Fortune 500 companies, and the corridors of Capitol Hill. Though
the organization has remained decidedly Christian, it has earned the reputation as an elite
international nongovernmental organization managed efficiently by professional experts fluent in the
language of both marketing and development. God's Internationalists is the first comprehensive
study of World Vision—or any such religious humanitarian agency. In chronicling the organization's
transformation from 1950 to the present, David P. King approaches World Vision as a lens through
which to explore shifts within post-World War II American evangelicalism as well as the complexities
of faith-based humanitarianism. Chronicling the evolution of World Vision's practices, theology,
rhetoric, and organizational structure, King demonstrates how the organization rearticulated and
retained its Christian identity even as it expanded beyond a narrow American evangelical
subculture. King's pairing of American evangelicals' interactions abroad with their own evolving
identity at home reframes the traditional narrative of modern American evangelicalism while also
providing the historical context for the current explosion of evangelical interest in global social
engagement. By examining these patterns of change, God's Internationalists offers a distinctive
angle on the history of religious humanitarianism.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Color of Compromise Jemar Tisby, 2020-01-07 In
The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby takes readers back to the roots of sustained racism and
injustice in the American church. Filled with powerful stories and examples of American
Christianity's racial past, Tisby's historical narrative highlights the obvious ways people of faith have
actively worked against racial justice, as well as the complicit silence of racial moderates.
Identifying the cultural and institutional tables that must be flipped to bring about progress, Tisby
provides an in-depth diagnosis for a racially divided American church and suggests ways to foster a
more equitable and inclusive environment among God's people. Book jacket.

a model of christian charity analysis: The Triumph of Christianity Bart D. Ehrman,
2018-02-22 How did Christianity become the dominant religion in the West? In the early first
century, a small group of peasants from the backwaters of the Roman Empire proclaimed that an
executed enemy of the state was God’s messiah. Less than four hundred years later it had become
the official religion of Rome with some thirty million followers. It could so easily have been a
forgotten sect of Judaism. Through meticulous research, Bart Ehrman, an expert on Christian
history, texts and traditions, explores the way we think about one of the most important cultural
transformations the world has ever seen, one that has shaped the art, music, literature, philosophy,
ethics and economics of modern Western civilisation.

a model of christian charity analysis: Christ and Culture H. Richard Niebuhr, 1956-09-05
This 50th-anniversary edition, with a new foreword by the distinguished historian Martin E. Marty,
who regards this book as one of the most vital books of our time, as well as an introduction by the
author never before included in the book, and a new preface by James Gustafson, the premier
Christian ethicist who is considered Niebuhr’s contemporary successor, poses the challenge of being
true to Christ in a materialistic age to an entirely new generation of Christian readers.

a model of christian charity analysis: Andrew Carnegie Speaks to the 1% Andrew
Carnegie, 2016-04-14 Before the 99% occupied Wall Street... Before the concept of social justice had
impinged on the social conscience... Before the social safety net had even been conceived... By the
turn of the 20th Century, the era of the robber barons, Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) had already
accumulated a staggeringly large fortune; he was one of the wealthiest people on the globe. He
guaranteed his position as one of the wealthiest men ever when he sold his steel business to create
the United States Steel Corporation. Following that sale, he spent his last 18 years, he gave away
nearly 90% of his fortune to charities, foundations, and universities. His charitable efforts actually
started far earlier. At the age of 33, he wrote a memo to himself, noting ...The amassing of wealth is
one of the worse species of idolatry. No idol more debasing than the worship of money. In 1881, he
gave a library to his hometown of Dunfermline, Scotland. In 1889, he spelled out his belief that the
rich should use their wealth to help enrich society, in an article called The Gospel of Wealth this



book. Carnegie writes that the best way of dealing with wealth inequality is for the wealthy to
redistribute their surplus means in a responsible and thoughtful manner, arguing that surplus
wealth produces the greatest net benefit to society when it is administered carefully by the wealthy.
He also argues against extravagance, irresponsible spending, or self-indulgence, instead promoting
the administration of capital during one's lifetime toward the cause of reducing the stratification
between the rich and poor. Though written more than a century ago, Carnegie's words still ring true
today, urging a better, more equitable world through greater social consciousness.
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