a perfect story analysis

A Perfect Story Analysis: Unlocking the Secrets of
Narrative Mastery

Introduction:

Have you ever finished reading a book or watching a film and felt a profound sense of satisfaction, a
feeling that the story resonated deeply within you? That's the mark of a truly perfect story. But what
makes a story perfect? This isn't about subjective preference; it's about understanding the underlying
structural and thematic elements that elevate a narrative from good to unforgettable. This
comprehensive guide delves into the art of story analysis, providing you with the tools to dissect and
appreciate the mechanics behind captivating narratives. We'll explore key elements, offer practical
examples, and equip you to perform your own insightful analyses. Get ready to unlock the secrets of
narrative mastery and elevate your understanding of storytelling.

1. Understanding the Narrative Arc: Beyond the Beginning, Middle, and End

The classic "beginning, middle, and end" is a helpful starting point, but it's far too simplistic for a
thorough analysis. A truly perfect story follows a more nuanced narrative arc, often incorporating
elements like:

Inciting Incident: The event that disrupts the protagonist's equilibrium and sets the story in motion.
This isn't just the first event, but the pivotal event that launches the central conflict.

Rising Action: A series of escalating events that build tension and complicate the protagonist's
journey. This section reveals character flaws, introduces obstacles, and raises the stakes.

Climax: The point of highest tension and confrontation, where the protagonist faces their greatest
challenge. This is the turning point of the story.

Falling Action: The events that follow the climax, where the consequences of the protagonist's actions
unfold. This stage often involves resolution of subplots.

Resolution/Denouement: The conclusion of the story, where loose ends are tied up and the narrative
achieves a sense of closure. This doesn't necessarily mean a "happy ending," but rather a satisfying
conclusion given the preceding events.

1. Character Development: More Than Just Protagonists and Antagonists

A perfect story boasts well-developed characters who are more than just archetypes. We must
analyze:

Protagonist's Motivation: What drives the protagonist? Understanding their goals, desires, and fears is



crucial for understanding their choices and the overall narrative.

Character Arcs: How do characters change throughout the story? Do they experience growth,
regression, or both? This element reveals the narrative's depth and impact.

Relationships and Dynamics: How do characters interact with each other? Exploring these
relationships reveals underlying themes and conflicts.

Foils and Supporting Characters: How do other characters complement and contrast with the
protagonist? Supporting characters often provide crucial insights and perspectives.

1. Theme and Symbolism: Unearthing Deeper Meanings

Beyond the surface narrative, a perfect story explores universal themes and utilizes symbolism to
enrich the meaning. Our analysis should uncover:

Central Themes: What are the underlying messages or ideas explored in the story? Themes often
relate to universal human experiences like love, loss, justice, or redemption.

Symbolism and Metaphor: Are there recurring images, objects, or events that carry deeper symbolic
meaning? Analyzing these can unlock hidden layers of the narrative.

Allegory: Does the story function as an allegory, using characters and events to represent abstract
concepts or social commentary?

1. Setting and Atmosphere: Creating a Vivid World

The setting is more than just a backdrop; it's an active participant in the story. We need to consider:

Time Period and Location: How does the setting influence the characters and events?

Atmosphere and Mood: What feeling or emotion does the setting evoke? Analyzing the atmosphere
helps us understand the tone and overall emotional impact of the story.

Setting as a Character: In some stories, the setting itself becomes a character, influencing the plot
and characters' actions.

1. Point of View and Narrative Voice: Shaping Perspective

The author's choice of narrative perspective significantly impacts how the story unfolds. We need to
consider:

First-Person, Third-Person Limited, Third-Person Omniscient: How does the chosen point of view shape
our understanding of events and characters?

Narrative Voice and Tone: What is the author's attitude towards the story and its characters? This
shapes the reader's interpretation.

Example Story Analysis: "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald



Outline:

Introduction: Brief overview of the novel, its author, and its context in the Jazz Age.

Main Chapters:

Narrative Arc: Tracing the rise and fall of Gatsby's pursuit of Daisy.

Character Development: Analyzing Gatsby, Daisy, Nick, and Tom's motivations and arcs.
Themes: Exploring themes of love, wealth, the American Dream, and the past.

Setting and Atmosphere: The significance of the Long Island setting and its opulent yet morally
ambiguous atmosphere.

Point of View: Analyzing the impact of Nick's first-person narration.

Conclusion: Summarizing the key elements of the novel and its lasting impact.

Detailed Analysis of "The Great Gatsby" (Following the Outline):

(This section would be expanded upon significantly in a full-length blog post, providing detailed
analysis of each aspect mentioned in the outline. It would include specific quotes and textual
evidence to support each point.)

For instance, the analysis of the narrative arc would detail the inciting incident (Gatsby's reunion with
Nick), the rising action (Gatsby's lavish parties and his attempts to win back Daisy), the climax (the
confrontation between Gatsby and Tom), the falling action (Gatsby's death), and the resolution (Nick's
departure from West Egg and his reflections on the events). The character analysis would explore
Gatsby's relentless pursuit of the American Dream, Daisy's shallowness and self-preservation, Tom's
arrogance and infidelity, and Nick's evolving perspective as a narrator. The thematic analysis would
explore the disillusionment of the American Dream, the destructive nature of obsession, and the
complexities of love and loss.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between plot and narrative? Plot is the sequence of events, while

narrative is the way the story is told, including perspective and voice.

2. How do | identify the theme of a story? Look for recurring ideas, symbols, and messages that
the author is trying to convey.

3. What makes a character believable? Believable characters have consistent motivations, flaws,
and undergo realistic changes throughout the story.

4. What is the importance of setting in a story? Setting creates atmosphere, influences character
actions, and often reflects the story's themes.

5. How can | improve my story analysis skills? Practice analyzing various stories, paying close
attention to the elements discussed in this post.

6. What are some common narrative structures besides the classic arc? In medias res (beginning
in the middle), episodic structure, and nonlinear narratives.

7. How can | write a strong literary analysis essay? Develop a clear thesis statement, use textual



evidence to support your claims, and analyze the chosen elements thoroughly.

8. What are some resources for learning more about story analysis? Literary criticism books, online
courses, and academic journals.

9. Can | analyze any type of narrative? Yes, the principles of story analysis apply to novels, short
stories, films, plays, and other narrative forms.

Related Articles:

1. The Power of Subtext in Storytelling: Explores the hidden meanings and implications in
narratives.

2. Analyzing Character Motivation in Fiction: A deep dive into understanding what drives
characters.

3. The Importance of Setting in Creating Atmosphere: Focuses on how setting contributes to mood
and tone.

4. Deconstructing Narrative Structure: Beyond the Three-Act Model: Examines alternative
narrative structures.

5. Symbolism and Allegory in Literature: Unlocking Deeper Meanings: A guide to identifying and
interpreting symbolic elements.

6. The Impact of Point of View on Narrative: Explores how different perspectives shape reader
understanding.

7. Mastering the Art of Literary Criticism: Provides tips and techniques for effective literary
analysis.

8. Analyzing Themes in Classic Literature: Examines thematic analysis using examples from classic
novels.

9. How to Write a Compelling Literary Analysis Essay: Step-by-step guide to writing a strong essay.

a perfect story analysis: Look Both Ways Jason Reynolds, 2020-10-27 A collection of ten short
stories that all take place in the same day about kids walking home from school--

a perfect story analysis: All Your Perfects Colleen Hoover, 2018-07-17 INSTANT NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER The #1 New York Times bestselling author of It Starts with Us and It Ends
with Us—whose writing is “emotionally wrenching and utterly original” (Sara Shepard, New York
Times bestselling author of the Pretty Little Liars series)—delivers a tour de force novel about a
troubled marriage and the one old forgotten promise that might be able to save it. Quinn and
Graham's perfect love is threatened by their imperfect marriage. The memories, mistakes, and



secrets that they have built up over the years are now tearing them apart. The one thing that could
save them might also be the very thing that pushes their marriage beyond the point of repair. All
Your Perfects is a profound novel about a damaged couple whose potential future hinges on
promises made in the past. This is a heartbreaking page-turner that asks: Can a resounding love
with a perfect beginning survive a lifetime between two imperfect people?

a perfect story analysis: Finding Perfect Elly Swartz, 2016-10-18 To twelve-year-old Molly
Nathans, perfect is: —The number four —The tip of a newly sharpened No. 2 pencil —A crisp white
pad of paper —Her neatly aligned glass animal figurines What's not perfect is Molly’s mother leaving
the family to take a faraway job with the promise to return in one year. Molly knows that promises
are sometimes broken, so she hatches a plan to bring her mother home: Win the Lakeville Middle
School Poetry Slam Contest. The winner is honored at a fancy banquet with white tablecloths. Molly
is sure her mother would never miss that. Right...? But as time passes, writing and reciting slam
poetry become harder. Actually, everything becomes harder as new habits appear, and counting,
cleaning, and organizing are not enough to keep Molly's world from spinning out of control. In this
fresh-voiced debut novel, one girl learns there is no such thing as perfect.

a perfect story analysis: The Perfect Predator Steffanie Strathdee, Thomas Patterson,
2019-02-26 An electrifying memoir of one woman's extraordinary effort to save her husband's
life-and the discovery of a forgotten cure that has the potential to save millions more. A memoir that
reads like a thriller. -New York Times Book Review A fascinating and terrifying peek into the
devastating outcomes of antibiotic misuse-and what happens when standard health care falls short.
-Scientific American Epidemiologist Steffanie Strathdee and her husband, psychologist Tom
Patterson, were vacationing in Egypt when Tom came down with a stomach bug. What at first
seemed like a case of food poisoning quickly turned critical, and by the time Tom had been
transferred via emergency medevac to the world-class medical center at UC San Diego, where both
he and Steffanie worked, blood work revealed why modern medicine was failing: Tom was fighting
one of the most dangerous, antibiotic-resistant bacteria in the world. Frantic, Steffanie combed
through research old and new and came across phage therapy: the idea that the right virus, aka the
perfect predator, can kill even the most lethal bacteria. Phage treatment had fallen out of favor
almost 100 years ago, after antibiotic use went mainstream. Now, with time running out, Steffanie
appealed to phage researchers all over the world for help. She found allies at the FDA, researchers
from Texas A&M, and a clandestine Navy biomedical center -- and together they resurrected a
forgotten cure. A nail-biting medical mystery, The Perfect Predator is a story of love and survival
against all odds, and the (re)discovery of a powerful new weapon in the global superbug crisis.

a perfect story analysis: Blended Sharon M. Draper, 2020-04-07 Piano-prodigy Isabella,
eleven, whose black father and white mother struggle to share custody, never feels whole, especially
as racial tensions affect her school, her parents both become engaged, and she and her stepbrother
are stopped by police.

a perfect story analysis: A Visit from the Goon Squad Jennifer Egan, 2010-06-08 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER « NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE WINNER ¢ With music pulsing on every page,
this startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and redemption “features characters about whom
you come to care deeply as you watch them doing things they shouldn't, acting gloriously,
infuriatingly human” (The Chicago Tribune). One of the New York Times’s 100 Best Books of the
21st Century * One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years Bennie is an aging
former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young woman he
employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a host of
other characters whose paths intersect with theirs. “Pitch perfect.... Darkly, rippingly funny.... Egan
possesses a satirist’s eye and a romance novelist’s heart.” —The New York Times Book Review

a perfect story analysis: Storyworthy Matthew Dicks, 2018-05-15 A five-time Moth
GrandSLAM winner and bestselling novelist shows how to tell a great story — and why doing so
matters. Whether we realize it or not, we are always telling stories. On a first date or job interview,
at a sales presentation or therapy appointment, with family or friends, we are constantly narrating



events and interpreting emotions and actions. In this compelling book, storyteller extraordinaire
Matthew Dicks presents wonderfully straightforward and engaging tips and techniques for
constructing, telling, and polishing stories that will hold the attention of your audience (no matter
how big or small). He shows that anyone can learn to be an appealing storyteller, that everyone has
something “storyworthy” to express, and, perhaps most important, that the act of creating and
telling a tale is a powerful way of understanding and enhancing your own life.

a perfect story analysis: Perfectly Undone Jamie Raintree, 2017-10-03 “The most sensational,
emotionally raw, and satisfying debut of the fall.” -Redbook Magazine “From family secrets to
heartbreaking lost love, the characters felt like old friends by the end. Highly recommended.”—New
York Times bestselling author Kate Moretti Sometimes you have to lose your way to find yourself...
Dr. Dylan Michels has worked hard for a perfect life. When her longtime boyfriend gets down on one
knee, it’s the most perfect moment of all...but Dylan says no. For too many years, Dylan’s been living
for her late older sister, who never got the chance to grow up. Dylan thought being the perfect
daughter, perfect partner and perfect doctor would eventually ease the haunting guilt she feels over
her sister’s death—and the role no one knows she played in it. But still, years later, the grief is too
much to bear. Now, Dylan must find the courage to face her past and define her own happiness if
she truly wants to live the life her sister never could.

a perfect story analysis: | Found You Lisa Jewell, 2019-06-25 A “good old-fashioned novel of
psychological suspense, the kind that keeps you reading deep into the night” (The Globe and Mail)
about a young bride, a lonely single mother, and a man who has lost his memory cross paths on a
desolate and windswept English beach from the New York Times bestselling author of Then She Was
Gone. In the seaside town of Ridinghouse Bay, single mom Alice Lake discovers a man sitting on the
beach outside her house. He has no name, no jacket, and no idea how he got there. Against her
better judgment, she invites him inside. Meanwhile, in a London suburb, newlywed Lily Monrose
grows anxious when her husband fails to return home from work one night. Soon, she receives even
worse and more confounding news: according to the police, the man she married never even existed.
Twenty-three years earlier, Gray and Kirsty Ross are teenagers on a summer holiday with their
parents. The annual trip to Ridinghouse Bay is uneventful, until an enigmatic young man starts
paying extra attention to Kirsty. Something about him makes Gray uncomfortable—and it’s not just
because he’s a protective older brother. What is the relationship between these three events? Who is
the man on the beach? Where is Lily’s missing husband? And what ever happened to the man who
made such a lasting and disturbing impression on Gray? A delicious collision course of a novel, filled
with the believable characters, stunning writing, and shocking twists and turns, I Found You is
“infused with just enough intrigue to keep the pages turning. Readers of Liane Moriarty, Paula
Hawkins, and Ruth Ware will love” (Library Journal, starred review).

a perfect story analysis: Nora Webster Colm Toibin, 2014-10-07 From one of contemporary
literature’s bestselling, critically acclaimed, and beloved authors: a “luminous” novel (Jennifer Egan,
The New York Times Book Review) about a fiercely compelling young widow navigating grief, fear,
and longing, and finding her own voice—"“heartrendingly transcendant” (The New York Times, Janet
Maslin). Set in Wexford, Ireland, Colm Téibin’s magnificent seventh novel introduces the formidable,
memorable, and deeply moving Nora Webster. Widowed at forty, with four children and not enough
money, Nora has lost the love of her life, Maurice, the man who rescued her from the stifling world
to which she was born. And now she fears she may be sucked back into it. Wounded, selfish,
strong-willed, clinging to secrecy in a tiny community where everyone knows your business, Nora is
drowning in her own sorrow and blind to the suffering of her young sons, who have lost their father.
Yet she has moments of stunning insight and empathy, and when she begins to sing again, after
decades, she finds solace, engagement, a haven—herself. Nora Webster “may actually be a perfect
work of fiction” (Los Angeles Times), by a “beautiful and daring” writer (The New York Times Book
Review) at the zenith of his career, able to “sneak up on readers and capture their imaginations”
(USA TODAY). “Miraculous...Tdibin portrays Nora with tremendous sympathy and understanding”
(Ron Charles, The Washington Post).



a perfect story analysis: The Imperfectionists Tom Rachman, 2010-04-06 From the author of
The Italian Teacher, this acclaimed debut novel set in Rome follows the topsy-turvy lives of the
denizens of an English language newspaper. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
Janet Maslin, The New York Times ¢ The Economist * NPR ¢ Slate ¢ The Christian Science Monitor ¢
Financial Times ¢ The Plain Dealer « Minneapolis Star Tribune ¢ St. Louis Post-Dispatch ¢ The
Kansas City Star * The Globe and Mail * Publishers Weekly Look in the back of the book for a
conversation between Tom Rachman and Malcolm Gladwell Fifty years and many changes have
ensued since the paper was founded by an enigmatic millionaire, and now, amid the stained
carpeting and dingy office furniture, the staff’s personal dramas seem far more important than the
daily headlines. Kathleen, the imperious editor in chief, is smarting from a betrayal in her open
marriage; Arthur, the lazy obituary writer, is transformed by a personal tragedy; Abby, the
embattled financial officer, discovers that her job cuts and her love life are intertwined in a most
unexpected way. Out in the field, a veteran Paris freelancer goes to desperate lengths for his next
byline, while the new Cairo stringer is mercilessly manipulated by an outrageous war correspondent
with an outsize ego. And in the shadows is the isolated young publisher who pays more attention to
his prized basset hound, Schopenhauer, than to the fate of his family’s quirky newspaper. As the era
of print news gives way to the Internet age and this imperfect crew stumbles toward an uncertain
future, the paper’s rich history is revealed, including the surprising truth about its founder’s
intentions. Spirited, moving, and highly original, The Imperfectionists will establish Tom Rachman as
one of our most perceptive, assured literary talents.

a perfect story analysis: Writers & Lovers Lily King, 2020-03-03 #ReadWithJenna Book Club
Pick as Featured on Today Emma Roberts Belletrist Book Club Pick A New York Times Book
Review’s Group Text Selection I loved this book not just from the first chapter or the first page but
from the first paragraph... The voice is just so honest and riveting and insightful about creativity and
life. —Curtis Sittenfeld An extraordinary new novel of art, love, and ambition from Lily King, the
New York Times bestselling author of Euphoria Following the breakout success of her critically
acclaimed and award-winning novel Euphoria, Lily King returns with another instant New York
Times bestseller: an unforgettable portrait of an artist as a young woman. Blindsided by her
mother’s sudden death, and wrecked by a recent love affair, Casey Peabody has arrived in
Massachusetts in the summer of 1997 without a plan. Her mail consists of wedding invitations and
final notices from debt collectors. A former child golf prodigy, she now waits tables in Harvard
Square and rents a tiny, moldy room at the side of a garage where she works on the novel she’s been
writing for six years. At thirty-one, Casey is still clutching onto something nearly all her old friends
have let go of: the determination to live a creative life. When she falls for two very different men at
the same time, her world fractures even more. Casey’s fight to fulfill her creative ambitions and
balance the conflicting demands of art and life is challenged in ways that push her to the brink.
Writers & Lovers follows Casey—a smart and achingly vulnerable protagonist—in the last days of a
long youth, a time when every element of her life comes to a crisis. Written with King’s trademark
humor, heart, and intelligence, Writers & Lovers is a transfixing novel that explores the terrifying
and exhilarating leap between the end of one phase of life and the beginning of another.

a perfect story analysis: Perfect Black Crystal Wilkinson, 2021-08-03 2022 NAACP Image
Award Winner Crystal Wilkinson combines a deep love for her rural roots with a passion for
language and storytelling in this compelling collection of poetry and prose about girlhood, racism,
and political awakening, imbued with vivid imagery of growing up in Southern Appalachia. In Perfect
Black, the acclaimed writer muses on such topics as motherhood, the politics of her Black body, lost
fathers, mental illness, sexual abuse, and religion. It is a captivating conversation about life, love,
loss, and pain, interwoven with striking illustrations by her long-time partner, Ronald W. Davis.

a perfect story analysis: Perfect Peace Daniel Black, 2010-03-16 As seen on TikTok, Daniel
Black’s Perfect Peace is the heartbreaking portrait of a large, rural southern family’s attempt to
grapple with their mother’s desperate decision to make her newborn son into the daughter she will
never have—"a complex, imaginative story of one unforgettable black family in mid-twentieth



century Arkansas” (Atlanta Magazine). When the seventh child of the Peace family, named Perfect,
turns eight, her mother Emma Jean tells her bewildered daughter, “You was born a boy. I made you
a girl. But that ain’t what you was supposed to be. So, from now on, you gon’ be a boy. It'll be a little
strange at first, but you’ll get used to it, and this’ll be over after while.” From this point forward,
Perfect’s life becomes a bizarre kaleidoscope of events—while the rest of his family is forced to
question everything they thought they knew about gender, sexuality, unconditional love, and
fulfillment. “A morality tale of the consequences of letting our selfish needs trap the ones we love
into roles they weren’t born to play. The characters here are as flawed, their sins numerous, as any
living human being held under the lens, but the author brings a compassion and understanding to
their plights.”—Mat Johnson, award-winning author of Invisible Things “Part cautionary tale, part
folk tale, part fable, Daniel Black’s Perfect Peace is a complete triumph...In Emma Jean Peace, Dr.
Black has created a character as complex, equivocal and unforgettable as Scarlett O'Hara.”—Larry
Duplechan, Lambda Literary Award-winning author of Got 'Til It’s Gone

a perfect story analysis: The Perfect Wife J. P. Delaney, 2023-11-09 'Seriously brilliant' CJ
Tudor 'Chilling and compulsive' Cara Hunter *******+** There's something I have to explain, my love,
he says, taking your hand in his. That wasn't a dream. It was an upload. Abbie wakes in a hospital
bed with no memory of how she got there. The man by her side explains that he's her husband. He's
a titan of the tech world, the founder of one of Silicon Valley's most innovative startups. He tells
Abbie she's a gifted artist, a doting mother to their young son, and the perfect wife. Five years ago,
she suffered a terrible accident. Her return from the abyss is a miracle of science, a breakthrough in
artificial intelligence that has taken him half a decade to achieve. But as Abbie pieces together
memories of her marriage, she begins questioning her husband's motives - and his version of events.
Can she trust him when he says he wants them to be together for ever? And what really happened to
her, half a decade ago? A gripping psychological thriller, perfect for fans of The Woman in the
Window and The Wife Between Us. **¥¥&¥¥kxx See what everyone is saying about JP Delaney, the
hottest name in psychological thrillers: 'DAZZLING' Lee Child 'ADDICTIVE' Daily Express
'DEVASTATING' Daily Mail 'INGENIOUS' New York Times 'COMPULSIVE' Glamour Magazine
'ELEGANT" Peter James 'SEXY' Mail on Sunday 'ENTHRALLING' Woman and Home 'ORIGINAL' The
Times 'RIVETING' Lisa Gardner 'CREEPY' Heat 'SATISFYING' Reader's Digest 'SUPERIOR' The
Bookseller MORE THAN A MATCH FOR PAULA HAWKINS' Sunday Times

a perfect story analysis: Ask Again, Yes Mary Beth Keane, 2019-05-28 The triumphant New
York Times Bestseller *The Tonight Show Summer Reads Pick* Named one of the Best Books of the
Year by People, Vogue, Parade, NPR, and Elle A gem of a book. —Taylor Jenkins Reid, author of The
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo How much can a family forgive? Francis Gleeson and Brian
Stanhope, rookie NYPD cops, are neighbors in the suburbs. What happens behind closed doors in
both houses—the loneliness of Francis’s wife, Lena, and the instability of Brian’s wife, Anne, sets the
stage for the explosive events to come. In Mary Beth Keane's extraordinary novel, a lifelong
friendship and love blossoms between Kate Gleeson and Peter Stanhope, born six months apart. One
shocking night their loyalties are divided, and their bond will be tested again and again over the next
thirty years. Heartbreaking and redemptive, Ask Again, Yes is a gorgeous and generous portrait of
the daily intimacies of marriage and the power of forgiveness.

a perfect story analysis: Great House: A Novel Nicole Krauss, 2011-09-06 New York Times
Bestseller ¢ Finalist for the National Book Award ¢ Winner of the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award ¢ A Best
Book of the Year as chosen by the New York Times (Notable), Seattle Times, San Francisco
Chronicle, The Atlantic, St. Louis Post Dispatch, The Oregonian, and Book Page.
Masterful...Evocative and moving. —NPR For twenty-five years, a reclusive American novelist has
been writing at the desk she inherited from a young Chilean poet who disappeared at the hands of
Pinochet’s secret police; one day a girl claiming to be the poet’s daughter arrives to take it away,
sending the writer’s life reeling. Across the ocean, in the leafy suburbs of London, a man caring for
his dying wife discovers, among her papers, a lock of hair that unravels a terrible secret. In
Jerusalem, an antiques dealer slowly reassembles his father’s study, plundered by the Nazis in



Budapest in 1944. Connecting these stories is a desk of many drawers that exerts a power over those
who possess it or have given it away. As the narrators of Great House make their confessions, the
desk takes on more and more meaning, and comes finally to stand for all that has been taken from
them, and all that binds them to what has disappeared. Great House is a story haunted by questions:
What do we pass on to our children and how do they absorb our dreams and losses? How do we
respond to disappearance, destruction, and change? Nicole Krauss has written a soaring, powerful
novel about memory struggling to create a meaningful permanence in the face of inevitable loss.
This is a novel about the long journey of a magnificent desk as it travels through the twentieth
century from one owner to the next. It is also a novel about love, exile, the defilements of war, and
the restorative power of language. —National Book Award citation

a perfect story analysis: How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method Randy
Ingermanson, 2014-07-18 The Snowflake Method-ten battle-tested steps that jump-start your
creativity and help you quickly map out your story.

a perfect story analysis: Asking For It Louise O'Neill, 2016-04-05 Emma O'Donovan is
eighteen, beautiful, and fearless. It's the beginning of summer in a quiet Irish town and tonight she
and her friends have dressed to impress. Everyone is at the party, and all eyes are on Emma. The
next morning Emma's parents discover her collapsed on the doorstop of their home, unconscious.
She is disheveled, bleeding, and disoriented, looking as if she had been dumped there. To her
distress, Emma can't remember what happened the night before. All she knows is that none of her
friends will respond to her texts. At school, people turn away from her and whisper under their
breath. Her mind may be a blank as far as the events of the previous evening, but someone has
posted photos of it on Facebook under a fake account, Easy Emma--photos she will never be able to
forget. As the photos go viral and a criminal investigation is launched, the community is thrown into
tumult. The media descends, neighbors chose sides, and people from all over the world want to talk
about her story. Everyone has something to say about Emma. Asking For It is a powerful story about
the devastating effects of rape and public shaming, told through the awful experience of a young
woman whose life is changed forever by an act of violence.

a perfect story analysis: The Marriage Plot Jeffrey Eugenides, 2011-10-11 A New York Times
Notable Book of 2011 A Publisher's Weekly Top 10 Book of 2011 A Kirkus Reviews Top 25 Best
Fiction of 2011 Title One of Library Journal's Best Books of 2011 A Salon Best Fiction of 2011 title
One of The Telegraph's Best Fiction Books of the Year 2011 It's the early 1980s—the country is in a
deep recession, and life after college is harder than ever. In the cafés on College Hill, the wised-up
kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna, dutiful English
major, is writing her senior thesis on Jane Austen and George Eliot, purveyors of the marriage plot
that lies at the heart of the greatest English novels. As Madeleine tries to understand why it became
laughable to read writers like Cheever and Updike, who wrote about the suburbia Madeleine and
most of her friends had grown up in, in favor of reading the Marquis de Sade, who wrote about
deflowering virgins in eighteenth-century France, real life, in the form of two very different guys,
intervenes. Leonard Bankhead—charismatic loner, college Darwinist, and lost Portland
boy—suddenly turns up in a semiotics seminar, and soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged
erotic and intellectual relationship with him. At the same time, her old friend Mitchell
Grammaticus—who's been reading Christian mysticism and generally acting strange—resurfaces,
obsessed with the idea that Madeleine is destined to be his mate. Over the next year, as the
members of the triangle in this amazing, spellbinding novel graduate from college and enter the real
world, events force them to reevaluate everything they learned in school. Leonard and Madeleine
move to a biology Laboratory on Cape Cod, but can't escape the secret responsible for Leonard's
seemingly inexhaustible energy and plunging moods. And Mitchell, traveling around the world to get
Madeleine out of his mind, finds himself face-to-face with ultimate questions about the meaning of
life, the existence of God, and the true nature of love. Are the great love stories of the nineteenth
century dead? Or can there be a new story, written for today and alive to the realities of feminism,
sexual freedom, prenups, and divorce? With devastating wit and an abiding understanding of and



affection for his characters, Jeffrey Eugenides revives the motivating energies of the Novel, while
creating a story so contemporary and fresh that it reads like the intimate journal of our own lives.

a perfect story analysis: After I Do Taylor Jenkins Reid, 2023-01-05 From the New York Times
bestselling author of The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, comes a breath taking novel about
modern marriage, the depth of family ties, and the year that one remarkable heroine spends
exploring both. When Lauren and Ryan's marriage reaches the breaking point, they come up with an
unconventional plan. They decide to take a year off in the hopes of finding a way to fall in love again.
One year apart, and only one rule: they cannot contact each other. Aside from that, anything goes.
Lauren embarks on a journey of self-discovery, quickly finding that her friends and family have their
own ideas about the meaning of marriage. These influences, as well as her own healing process and
the challenges of living apart from Ryan, begin to change Lauren's ideas about monogamy and
marriage. She starts to question: When you can have romance without loyalty and commitment
without marriage, when love and lust are no longer tied together, what do you value? What are you
willing to fight for? This is a love story about what happens when the love fades. It's about staying in
love, seizing love, forsaking love, and committing to love with everything you've got. And above all,
After I Do is the story of a couple caught up in an old game-and searching for a new road to happily
ever after.

a perfect story analysis: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2015-02-24 A special 25th anniversary
edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new Foreword by Paulo Coelho.
Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery, The
Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and transforming
the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story
of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His
quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined.
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing
opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow
our dreams.

a perfect story analysis: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway, Virginia
Woolf's fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923. Clarissa
Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening party,
while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is
middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.

a perfect story analysis: Anxious People Fredrik Backman, 2020-09-08 Instant #1 New York
Times Bestseller A People Book of the Week, Book of the Month Club selection, and Best of Fall in
Good Housekeeping, PopSugar, The Washington Post, New York Post, Shondaland, CNN, and more!
“[A] quirky, big-hearted novel...Wry, wise, and often laugh-out-loud funny, it’s a wholly original story
that delivers pure pleasure.” —People From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of A Man
Called Ove comes a charming, poignant novel about a crime that never took place, a would-be bank
robber who disappears into thin air, and eight extremely anxious strangers who find they have more
in common than they ever imagined. Looking at real estate isn’t usually a life-or-death situation, but
an apartment open house becomes just that when a failed bank robber bursts in and takes a group of
strangers hostage. The captives include a recently retired couple who relentlessly hunt down
fixer-uppers to avoid the painful truth that they can’t fix their own marriage. There’s a wealthy bank
director who has been too busy to care about anyone else and a young couple who are about to have
their first child but can’t seem to agree on anything, from where they want to live to how they met in
the first place. Add to the mix an eighty-seven-year-old woman who has lived long enough not to be



afraid of someone waving a gun in her face, a flustered but still-ready-to-make-a-deal real estate
agent, and a mystery man who has locked himself in the apartment’s only bathroom, and you've got
the worst group of hostages in the world. Each of them carries a lifetime of grievances, hurts,
secrets, and passions that are ready to boil over. None of them is entirely who they appear to be.
And all of them—the bank robber included—desperately crave some sort of rescue. As the
authorities and the media surround the premises these reluctant allies will reveal surprising truths
about themselves and set in motion a chain of events so unexpected that even they can hardly
explain what happens next. Rich with Fredrik Backman’s “pitch-perfect dialogue and an unparalleled
understanding of human nature” (Shelf Awareness), Anxious People is an ingeniously constructed
story about the enduring power of friendship, forgiveness, and hope—the things that save us, even in
the most anxious times.

a perfect story analysis: Olive, Again Elizabeth Strout, 2019-10-15 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER « OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK e Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth Strout continues the
life of her beloved Olive Kitteridge, a character who has captured the imaginations of millions.
“Strout managed to make me love this strange woman I'd never met, who I knew nothing about.
What a terrific writer she is.”—Zadie Smith, The Guardian “Just as wonderful as the original . . .
Olive, Again poignantly reminds us that empathy, a requirement for love, helps make life ‘not
unhappy.””—NPR NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY PEOPLE AND ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Time ¢ Vogue * NPR ¢ The Washington Post ¢« Chicago Tribune
* Vanity Fair * Entertainment Weekly ¢ BuzzFeed ¢ Esquire ¢ Real Simple * Good Housekeeping
The New York Public Library * The Guardian * Evening Standard ¢ Kirkus Reviews ¢ Publishers
Weekly * BookPage Prickly, wry, resistant to change yet ruthlessly honest and deeply empathetic,
Olive Kitteridge is “a compelling life force” (San Francisco Chronicle). The New Yorker has said that
Elizabeth Strout “animates the ordinary with an astonishing force,” and she has never done so more
clearly than in these pages, where the iconic Olive struggles to understand not only herself and her
own life but the lives of those around her in the town of Crosby, Maine. Whether with a teenager
coming to terms with the loss of her father, a young woman about to give birth during a hilariously
inopportune moment, a nurse who confesses a secret high school crush, or a lawyer who struggles
with an inheritance she does not want to accept, the unforgettable Olive will continue to startle us,
to move us, and to inspire us—in Strout’s words—“to bear the burden of the mystery with as much
grace as we can.” Praise for Olive, Again “Olive is a brilliant creation not only because of her eternal
cantankerousness but because she’s as brutally candid with herself about her shortcomings as she is
with others. Her honesty makes people strangely willing to confide in her, and the raw power of Ms.
Strout’s writing comes from these unvarnished exchanges, in which characters reveal themselves in
all of their sadness and badness and confusion. . . . The great, terrible mess of living is spilled out
across the pages of this moving book. Ms. Strout may not have any answers for it, but she isn’t
afraid of it either.”—The Wall Street Journal

a perfect story analysis: Tree of Smoke Denis Johnson, 2007-09-04 Once upon a time there
was a war . . . and a young American who thought of himself as the Quiet American and the Ugly
American, and who wished to be neither, who wanted instead to be the Wise American, or the Good
American, but who eventually came to witness himself as the Real American and finally as simply the
Fucking American. That’s me. This is the story of Skip Sands—spy-in-training, engaged in
Psychological Operations against the Vietcong—and the disasters that befall him thanks to his
famous uncle, a war hero known in intelligence circles simply as the Colonel. This is also the story of
the Houston brothers, Bill and James, young men who drift out of the Arizona desert into a war in
which the line between disinformation and delusion has blurred away. In its vision of human folly,
and its gritty, sympathetic portraits of men and women desperate for an end to their loneliness,
whether in sex or death or by the grace of God, this is a story like nothing in our literature. Tree of
Smoke is Denis Johnson’s first full-length novel in nine years, and his most gripping, beautiful, and
powerful work to date. Tree of Smoke is the 2007 National Book Award Winner for Fiction.

a perfect story analysis: If He Had Been with Me Laura Nowlin, 2013-04-02 If he had been



with me everything would have been different... I wasn't with Finn on that August night. But I
should've been. It was raining, of course. And he and Sylvie were arguing as he drove down the slick
road. No one ever says what they were arguing about. Other people think it's not important. They do
not know there is another story. The story that lurks between the facts. What they do not know—the
cause of the argument—is crucial. So let me tell you...

a perfect story analysis: The Walk On (The Triple Threat, 1) John Feinstein, 2014-09-09
Bestselling sportswriter John Feinstein kicks off a new series for middle grade featuring Alex Myers,
a student athlete who tries to take on the sports establishment in his new town. Alex Myers is a
quarterback, but from the first day of football practice, it’s clear that that position is very much filled
by the coach’s son, Matt. Alex has the better arm, but Matt has more experience—and the coach’s
loyalty. Alex finally gets a chance to show what he can do when Matt is injured, and he helps win a
key game to keep the Lions’ bid for the state championship alive. But just when his star is rising,
Alex gets blindsided—the state has started drug testing, and Alex’s test comes back positive for
steroids. Alex knows that’s not right. But he doesn’t know if it’s a mistake—or if someone wants to
make sure he can’t play. . . . John Feinstein has been praised as “the best writer of sports books in
America today” (The Boston Globe), and this first installment in the Triple Threat series is his most
thrilling and suspenseful novel yet. Fans of Mike Lupica, Tim Green, and Paul Volponi will want to
check out The Walk On, and its companion, The Sixth Man. “A cliffhanger of a football novel bristling
with social, personal, familial and ethical issues to complement the gridiron action. . . . All the goods
for the sports enthusiast—and more.” —Kirkus Reviews

a perfect story analysis: A Manual for Cleaning Women Lucia Berlin, 2015-08-18 One of The
New York Times Book Review's Ten Best Books of 2015 One of Jezebel's Favorite Books of 2016 A
Manual for Cleaning Women compiles the best work of the legendary short-story writer Lucia Berlin.
With the grit of Raymond Carver, the humor of Grace Paley, and a blend of wit and melancholy all
her own, Berlin crafts miracles from the everyday, uncovering moments of grace in the Laundromats
and halfway houses of the American Southwest, in the homes of the Bay Area upper class, among
switchboard operators and struggling mothers, hitchhikers and bad Christians. Readers will revel in
this remarkable collection from a master of the form and wonder how they'd ever overlooked her in
the first place. Perhaps, with the present collection, Lucia Berlin will begin to gain the attention she
deserves. -Lydia Davis

a perfect story analysis: A Good Neighborhood Therese Anne Fowler, 2020-03-10 INSTANT
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * One of NPR's Best Books of 2020 A provocative, absorbing read.
— People “A feast of a read... I finished A Good Neighborhood in a single sitting. Yes, it’s that good.”
—]Jodi Picoult, #1New York Times bestselling author of Small Great Thingsand A Spark of Light In
Oak Knoll, a verdant, tight-knit North Carolina neighborhood, professor of forestry and ecology
Valerie Alston-Holt is raising her bright and talented biracial son, Xavier, who’s headed to college in
the fall. All is well until the Whitmans—a family with new money and a secretly troubled teenage
daughter—raze the house and trees next door to build themselves a showplace. With little in
common except a property line, these two families quickly find themselves at odds: first, over an
historic oak tree in Valerie's yard, and soon after, the blossoming romance between their two
teenagers. A Good Neighborhood asks big questions about life in America today—what does it mean
to be a good neighbor? How do we live alongside each other when we don't see eye to eye?—as it
explores the effects of class, race, and heartrending love in a story that’s as provocative as it is
powerful.

a perfect story analysis: The Bad Seed Jory John, 2018-05-08 A New York Times bestseller!
This is a book about a bad seed. A baaaaaaaaaad seed. How bad? Do you really want to know? He
has a bad temper, bad manners, and a bad attitude. He’s been bad since he can remember! This
seed cuts in line every time, stares at everybody and never listens. But what happens when one
mischievous little seed changes his mind about himself, and decides that he wants to be—happy?
With Jory John’s charming and endearing text and bold expressive illustrations by Pete Oswald, here
is The Bad Seed: a funny yet touching tale that reminds us of the remarkably transformative power



of will, acceptance, and just being you. Perfect for readers young and old, The Bad Seed proves that
positive change is possible for each and every one of us. Check out Jory John and Pete Oswald’s
funny, bestselling books for kids 4-8 and anyone who wants a laugh: The Bad Seed The Good Egg
The Cool Bean The Couch Potato The Good Egg Presents: The Great Eggscape! The Bad Seed
Presents: The Good, the Bad, the Spooky! The Cool Bean Presents: As Cool as It Gets That's What
Dinosaurs Do

a perfect story analysis: Trust Exercise Susan Choi, 2019-04-09 WINNER OF THE
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION NATIONAL BESTSELLER “Electrifying” (People) ¢
“Masterly” (The Guardian) ¢ “Dramatic and memorable” (The New Yorker) ¢ “Magic” (TIME) ¢
“Ingenious” (The Financial Times) ¢ A gonzo literary performance” (Entertainment Weekly) * “Rare
and splendid” (The Boston Globe) ¢ “Remarkable” (USA Today) ¢ “Delicious” (The New York Times)
* “Book groups, meet your next selection (NPR) In an American suburb in the early 1980s, students
at a highly competitive performing arts high school struggle and thrive in a rarified bubble,
ambitiously pursuing music, movement, Shakespeare, and, particularly, their acting classes. When
within this striving “Brotherhood of the Arts,” two freshmen, David and Sarah, fall headlong into
love, their passion does not go unnoticed—or untoyed with—by anyone, especially not by their
charismatic acting teacher, Mr. Kingsley. The outside world of family life and economic status, of
academic pressure and of their future adult lives, fails to penetrate this school’s walls—until it does,
in a shocking spiral of events that catapults the action forward in time and flips the premise
upside-down. What the reader believes to have happened to David and Sarah and their friends is not
entirely true—though it’s not false, either. It takes until the book’s stunning coda for the final piece
of the puzzle to fall into place—revealing truths that will resonate long after the final sentence. As
captivating and tender as it is surprising, Susan Choi's Trust Exercise will incite heated
conversations about fiction and truth, and about friendships and loyalties, and will leave readers
with wiser understandings of the true capacities of adolescents and of the powers and
responsibilities of adults.

a perfect story analysis: Far From You Tess Sharpe, 2014-04-08 Don’t miss Tess Sharpe’s new
novel, 6 Times We Almost Kissed (and One Time We Did). The truth won't let her go. Sophie Winters
nearly died. Twice. The first time, she's fourteen, and escapes a near-fatal car accident with scars, a
bum leg, and an addiction to Oxy that'll take years to kick. The second time, she's seventeen, and it's
no accident. Sophie and her best friend Mina are confronted by a masked man in the woods. Sophie
survives, but Mina is not so lucky. When the cops deem Mina's murder a drug deal gone wrong,
casting partial blame on Sophie, no one will believe the truth: Sophie has been clean for months, and
it was Mina who led her into the woods that night for a meeting shrouded in mystery. After a forced
stint in rehab, Sophie returns home to a chilly new reality. Mina's brother won't speak to her, her
parents fear she'll relapse, old friends have become enemies, and Sophie has to learn how to live
without her other half. To make matters worse, no one is looking in the right places and Sophie must
search for Mina's murderer on her own. But with every step, Sophie comes closer to revealing all:
about herself, about Mina---and about the secret they shared.

a perfect story analysis: The Doll Factory Elizabeth Macneal, 2020-07-07 The #1
international bestseller and The New York Times Editor’s Choice “As lush as the novels of Kate
Morton and Diane Setterfield, as exciting as The Alienist and Iain Pears’ An Instance of the
Fingerpost, this exquisite literary thriller will intrigue book clubs and rivet fans of historical fiction.”
—A.]. Finn, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Woman in the Window “A lush, evocative
Gothic.” —The New York Times Book Review “This terrifically exciting novel will jolt, thrill, and
bewitch readers.” —Booklist, starred review Obsession is an art. In this “sharp, scary, gorgeously
evocative tale of love, art, and obsession” (Paula Hawkins, bestselling author of The Girl on the
Train), a beautiful young woman aspires to be an artist, while a man’s dark obsession may destroy
her world forever. Obsession is an art. In 1850s London, the Great Exhibition is being erected in
Hyde Park and, among the crowd watching the dazzling spectacle, two people meet by
happenstance. For Iris, an arrestingly attractive aspiring artist, it is a brief and forgettable moment.



But for Silas, a curiosity collector enchanted by all things strange and beautiful, the meeting marks a
new beginning. When Iris is asked to model for Pre-Raphaelite artist Louis Frost, she agrees on the
condition that he will also teach her to paint. Suddenly, her world begins to expand beyond her
wildest dreams—but she has no idea that evil is waiting in the shadows. Silas has only thought of one
thing since that chance meeting, and his obsession is darkening by the day. “A lush, evocative
Gothic” (The New York Times Book Review) that is “a perfect blend of froth and substance” (The
Washington Post), The Doll Factory will haunt you long after you finish it and is perfect for fans of
The Alienist, Drood, and Fingersmith.

a perfect story analysis: The Most Fun We Ever Had Claire Lombardo, 2021-04-06 NEW YORK
TIMES BEST SELLER « “A gripping and poignant ode to a messy, loving family in all its glory.”
—Madeline Miller, bestselling author of Circe In this “rich, complex family saga” (USA Today) full of
long-buried family secrets, Marilyn Connolly and David Sorenson fall in love in the 1970s, blithely
ignorant of all that awaits them. By 2016, they have four radically different daughters, each in a
state of unrest. Wendy, widowed young, soothes herself with booze and younger men; Violet, a
litigator turned stay-at-home-mom, battles anxiety and self-doubt; Liza, a neurotic and newly tenured
professor, finds herself pregnant with a baby she's not sure she wants by a man she's not sure she
loves; and Grace, the dawdling youngest daughter, begins living a lie that no one in her family even
suspects. With the unexpected arrival of young Jonah Bendt—a child placed for adoption by one of
the daughters fifteen years before—the Sorensons will be forced to reckon with the rich and varied
tapestry of their past. As they grapple with years marred by adolescent angst, infidelity, and
resentment, they also find the transcendent moments of joy that make everything else worthwhile.

a perfect story analysis: Dear Life Alice Munro, 2012-11-13 WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE©
IN LITERATURE 2013 A New York Times Notable Book A Washington Post Notable Work of Fiction
A Best Book of the Year: The Atlantic, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV Club In story after
story in this brilliant new collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever altered
by a chance encounter, an action not taken, or a simple twist of fate. Her characters are flawed and
fully human: a soldier returning from war and avoiding his fiancée, a wealthy woman deciding
whether to confront a blackmailer, an adulterous mother and her neglected children, a guilt-ridden
father, a young teacher jilted by her employer. Illumined by Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives
draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise us with unexpected turns. And while most are set in
her signature territory around Lake Huron, some strike even closer to home: an astonishing suite of
four autobiographical tales offers an unprecedented glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by
her clarity of vision and her unparalleled gift for storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange, perilous,
and extraordinary ordinary life can be.

a perfect story analysis: You Exist Too Much Zaina Arafat, 2020-06-09 A “provocative and
seductive debut” of desire and doubleness that follows the life of a young Palestinian American
woman caught between cultural, religious, and sexual identities as she endeavors to lead an
authentic life (O, The Oprah Magazine). On a hot day in Bethlehem, a 12-year-old
Palestinian-American girl is yelled at by a group of men outside the Church of the Nativity. She has
exposed her legs in a biblical city, an act they deem forbidden, and their judgement will echo on
through her adolescence. When our narrator finally admits to her mother that she is queer, her
mother’s response only intensifies a sense of shame: “You exist too much,” she tells her daughter.
Told in vignettes that flash between the U.S. and the Middle East—from New York to Jordan,
Lebanon, and Palestine—Zaina Arafat’s debut novel traces her protagonist’s progress from blushing
teen to sought-after D] and aspiring writer. In Brooklyn, she moves into an apartment with her first
serious girlfriend and tries to content herself with their comfortable relationship. But soon her
longings, so closely hidden during her teenage years, explode out into reckless romantic encounters
and obsessions with other people. Her desire to thwart her own destructive impulses will eventually
lead her to The Ledge, an unconventional treatment center that identifies her affliction as “love
addiction.” In this strange, enclosed society she will start to consider the unnerving similarities
between her own internal traumas and divisions and those of the places that have formed her.



Opening up the fantasies and desires of one young woman caught between cultural, religious, and
sexual identities, You Exist Too Much is a captivating story charting two of our most intense
longings—for love, and a place to call home.

a perfect story analysis: The Perfect Nine Ngiigi wa Thiong'o, 2020-10-06 Longlisted for the
2021 International Booker Prize A dazzling, genre-defying novel in verse from the author Delia
Owens says “tackles the absurdities, injustices, and corruption of a continent” Ngiigi wa Thiong'o's
novels and memoirs have received glowing praise from the likes of President Barack Obama, the
New Yorker, the New York Times Book Review, The Guardian, and NPR; he has been a finalist for
the Man International Booker Prize and is annually tipped to win the Nobel Prize for Literature; and
his books have sold tens of thousands of copies around the world. In his first attempt at the epic
form, Ngligi tells the story of the founding of the Gikiiyli people of Kenya, from a strongly feminist
perspective. A verse narrative, blending folklore, mythology, adventure, and allegory, The Perfect
Nine chronicles the efforts the Gikiiyli founders make to find partners for their ten beautiful
daughters—called “The Perfect Nine” —and the challenges they set for the 99 suitors who seek their
hands in marriage. The epic has all the elements of adventure, with suspense, danger, humor, and
sacrifice. Ngligi's epic is a quest for the beautiful as an ideal of living, as the motive force behind
migrations of African peoples. He notes, “The epic came to me one night as a revelation of ideals of
quest, courage, perseverance, unity, family; and the sense of the divine, in human struggles with
nature and nurture.”

a perfect story analysis: Red Queen Victoria Aveyard, 2015-02-10 The #1 New York Times
bestselling series! Red Queen, by #1 New York Times bestselling author Victoria Aveyard, is a
sweeping tale of power, intrigue, and betrayal, perfect for fans of George R.R. Martin’s Game of
Thrones series. Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the
Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief
in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Before the king,
princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this
impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of
his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new
position to help the Scarlet Guard—a growing Red rebellion—even as her heart tugs her in an
impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous game she plays,
the only certainty is betrayal. Discover more wonders in the world of Red Queen with Broken
Throne: A Red Queen Collection, a companion novel with stories from fan favorites and new voices,
featuring never-before-seen maps, flags, bonus scenes, journal entries, and much more exclusive
content! Plus don't miss Realm Breaker! Irresistibly action-packed and full of lethal surprises, this
stunning fantasy series from Victoria Aveyard, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Red
Queen series, begins where hope is lost and asks: When the heroes have fallen, who will take up the
sword?

a perfect story analysis: Five Decembers James Kestrel, 2021-10-26 Winner of the 2022 Edgar
Award for Best Novel “War, imprisonment, torture, romance...The novel has an almost operatic
symmetry, and Kestrel turns a beautiful phrase.” New York Times Five Decembers is a gripping
thriller, a staggering portrait of war, and a heartbreaking love story, as unforgettable as All the
Light We Cannot See. nominated for Best Novel in the 2022 EDGAR AWARDS NOMINATED FOR
BEST THRILLER IN THE 2022 BARRY AWARDS FINALIST FOR THE HAMMETT PRIZE 2021 Read
this book for its palpitating story, its perfect emotional and physical detailing and, most of all, for its
unforgettable conjuring of a steamy quicksilver world that will be new to almost every reader. Pico
Iyer December 1941. America teeters on the brink of war, and in Honolulu, Hawaii, police detective
Joe McGrady is assigned to investigate a homicide that will change his life forever. Because the trail
of murder he uncovers will lead him across the Pacific, far from home and the woman he loves; and
though the U.S. doesn't know it yet, a Japanese fleet is already steaming toward Pearl Harbor. This
extraordinary novel is so much more than just a gripping crime story—it's a story of survival against
all odds, of love and loss and the human cost of war. Spanning the entirety of World War II, FIVE



DECEMBERS is a beautiful, masterful, powerful novel that will live in your memory forever.
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