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Derek Walcott's "Love After Love": A Deep Dive
Analysis

Introduction:

Have you ever felt the profound ache of loss, the lingering ghost of a past
relationship, and the daunting task of rediscovering yourself after
heartbreak? Derek Walcott's "Love After Love," a seemingly simple poem,
resonates deeply with these universal experiences. This isn't just a poem
about romantic love; it's a meditation on self-discovery, forgiveness, and
the enduring power of the human spirit. This comprehensive analysis will
delve into the poem's rich symbolism, imagery, and thematic layers, revealing
the subtle nuances that make it a timeless masterpiece. We'll explore its
structure, examine its key metaphors, and ultimately unravel the poem's
powerful message of self-acceptance and the possibility of love, even after
profound loss. Prepare to be moved by the beauty and complexity of Walcott's
poignant words.

I. The Structure: A Journey of Self-Discovery

Walcott's "Love After Love" unfolds in a remarkably straightforward yet
layered structure. The poem's relatively simple form – predominantly free
verse with a consistent rhythm – belies the depth of its emotional journey.
It progresses chronologically, mirroring the stages of healing after a
significant loss. The initial stanzas focus on the pain of separation, the
emptiness left behind, and the struggle to cope with the absence of the
beloved. However, the tone shifts significantly in the final stanza, marked
by a powerful call to self-love and acceptance. This structural progression
is crucial in understanding the poem's central message: the path to loving
others begins with loving oneself. The seemingly simple structure underscores
the simplicity of the ultimate message: self-love.

II. Key Metaphors and Symbolism: The Mirror and the
Guest

The poem's central image is the mirror. This isn't just any mirror; it
represents self-reflection, the process of confronting one's own emotions and
vulnerabilities after a significant loss. The act of looking into the mirror
isn't just a physical act but a metaphorical journey into the depths of one's
soul. The "guest" who arrives at the end is not necessarily a new romantic
partner; it's a symbolic representation of the self, the person one becomes
after overcoming the pain of loss and embracing self-love. This guest is the



culmination of the journey of self-discovery, a testament to the strength and
resilience of the human spirit.

The repeated image of the “you” addresses the individual who has endured the
loss and emphasizes the importance of self-acceptance. The poem gently guides
the reader towards a recognition that the journey of healing is primarily
internal. The absence of the other is felt, and the emptiness is palpable,
but the poem ultimately focuses on moving past the pain.

III. The Theme of Forgiveness: Letting Go of the
Past

Central to the poem's emotional arc is the theme of forgiveness. Forgiveness
isn't directed solely at the departed lover; it encompasses a broader sense
of self-forgiveness and letting go of past hurts and resentments. The poem
subtly suggests that holding onto anger and bitterness only prolongs
suffering. The act of looking in the mirror, of confronting one's own
emotions, is a necessary step toward forgiveness and eventual healing. The
acceptance implied in the final stanza – “Give wine. Give bread. Give back
your heart to itself” – represents the culmination of this process of
forgiveness, both of oneself and of the past relationship.

IV. The Power of Self-Love: The Ultimate Revelation

The final stanza of "Love After Love" is the poem's emotional climax. It's a
resounding affirmation of self-love and self-acceptance. Walcott's evocative
language – "Give wine. Give bread. Give back your heart to itself" – embodies
the profound act of self-compassion and the recognition of one's inherent
worth. This act of giving back the heart is not a rejection of love but a
prerequisite for experiencing it fully and authentically. It’s a celebration
of resilience and an acknowledgement that true love begins within oneself.
The poem ends not with romantic love, but with the deepest, most sustaining
kind of love – self-love.

V. Beyond Romantic Love: A Universal Message

While often interpreted through the lens of romantic relationships, "Love
After Love" transcends the boundaries of specific relationships. Its message
extends to all types of loss – the loss of a friendship, a dream, or a sense
of self. The poem's universality lies in its exploration of the human
condition: our capacity for profound grief, our ability to heal, and the
ultimate importance of self-love in navigating life's challenges. It's a poem
about resilience, about finding strength in vulnerability, and about the
enduring power of the human spirit to overcome adversity and embrace a future
filled with hope and self-acceptance.



A Detailed Outline of "Love After Love" Analysis:

Title: A Comprehensive Analysis of Derek Walcott's "Love After Love"

I. Introduction:
Hook: The universal experience of loss and self-discovery.
Overview of the analysis: Structure, symbolism, themes.
Thesis statement: The poem’s journey from heartbreak to self-love.

II. Structural Analysis:
Free verse structure and its effect.
Chronological progression of emotional stages.
Simplicity reflecting the ultimate message of self-love.

III. Metaphorical Analysis:
The mirror as self-reflection.
The guest as a symbol of self-acceptance.
Analysis of key imagery and symbolism throughout the poem.

IV. Thematic Exploration:
Forgiveness – self and others.
Importance of self-love and acceptance.
Transcending romantic love – universal message of healing.

V. Conclusion:
Reiteration of the central message.
Summary of key findings.
Lasting impact and relevance of Walcott’s poem.

FAQs:

What is the central theme of "Love After Love"? The central theme is1.
self-love and self-acceptance as a necessary step towards healing after
loss and finding love again.

What is the significance of the mirror in the poem? The mirror1.
symbolizes self-reflection, the necessary process of confronting one's
emotions after heartbreak.

Who is the "guest" in the final stanza? The "guest" represents the1.
rediscovered self, the culmination of the journey of self-discovery and
healing.



How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The poem's1.
simple, chronological structure mirrors the process of healing, building
to a powerful message of self-love.

What is the role of forgiveness in the poem? Forgiveness, both of1.
oneself and others, is essential for moving forward and embracing self-
acceptance.

Is the poem solely about romantic love? No, the poem's message1.
transcends romantic love, addressing universal experiences of loss and
self-discovery.

What is the significance of the final lines of the poem? The final lines1.
represent the climax of the poem, a powerful affirmation of self-love
and the possibility of future happiness.

What literary devices does Walcott use in the poem? Walcott utilizes1.
powerful imagery, metaphor, and repetition to create a profound and
lasting impact.

How does the poem's tone shift throughout? The poem's tone shifts from1.
despair and loss to hope and self-acceptance, reflecting the journey of
healing.

Related Articles:

Derek Walcott's Caribbean Identity: An exploration of how Walcott's1.
Caribbean heritage influences his poetic themes.

The Use of Metaphor in Walcott's Poetry: A closer look at the recurring1.



metaphorical patterns in Walcott's works.

Comparing "Love After Love" to Other Walcott Poems: Analyzing1.
similarities and differences in themes and style across Walcott's
oeuvre.

The Influence of Postcolonialism on Walcott's Writing: Examining the1.
impact of postcolonial perspectives on Walcott's poetic voice.

"Love After Love": A Feminist Interpretation: A perspective on the1.
poem's themes through a feminist lens.

Derek Walcott and the Nobel Prize: Discussing the significance of1.
Walcott's Nobel Prize in Literature.

The Impact of Loss on Self-Discovery in Literature: A broader1.
examination of the theme of loss and self-discovery in literature.

Analyzing the Use of Imagery in "Love After Love": Focusing specifically1.
on the effectiveness and impact of imagery in creating the poem’s
emotional journey.

Teaching "Love After Love" in the Classroom: Practical strategies for1.
educators to use when teaching this poem.

  derek walcott love after love analysis: Love After Love Ingrid Persaud, 2020-08-04 “A stellar
debut . . . about an unconventional family, fear, hatred, violence, chasing love, losing it and finding it
again just when we need it most.”—The New York Times Book Review WINNER OF THE COSTA
BOOK AWARD • “A wonder . . . [This book] teems with real, Trinidadian life.”—Claire Adam,



award-winning author of Golden Child SEMI-FINALIST FOR THE OCM BOCAS PRIZE • One of the
Best Books of the Summer: Time • The Guardian • Goop • Women’s Day • LitHub After Betty
Ramdin’s husband dies, she invites a colleague, Mr. Chetan, to move in with her and her son, Solo.
Over time, the three become a family, loving each other deeply and depending upon one another.
Then, one fateful night, Solo overhears Betty confiding in Mr. Chetan and learns a secret that
plunges him into torment. Solo flees Trinidad for New York to carve out a lonely existence as an
undocumented immigrant, and Mr. Chetan remains the singular thread holding mother and son
together. But soon, Mr. Chetan’s own burdensome secret is revealed, with heartbreaking
consequences. Love After Love interrogates love and family in all its myriad meanings and forms,
asking how we might exchange an illusory love for one that is truly fulfilling. In vibrant, addictive
Trinidadian prose, Love After Love questions who and how we love, the obligations of family, and the
consequences of choices made in desperation. Praise for Love After Love “Love After Love is gift
after gift. An unforgettable symphony of love and loss, heartache and guilt, and the secrets and lies
that pull us together, and tear us apart. Dazzlingly told in the most electrifying prose you will read
all year.”—Marlon James, Booker Prize–winning author of Black Leopard, Red Wolf “This book teems
with real, Trinidadian life: neighbors so nosy they know your business before it happens;
descriptions of food that'll have you googling recipes; feting and liming and plenty of sex. There's
darkness here, too—violence, loneliness, moments of despair—and how Ingrid Persaud weaves all
these elements together in one book, with so much warmth and humor and love for her characters,
is a wonder.”—Claire Adam, award-winning author of Golden Child
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Poetry of Derek Walcott 1948-2013 Derek Walcott,
2014-01-21 A collection spanning the range of the writer's career includes his first published poem,
his celebrated verses on violence in Africa, his mature work from The Star-Apple Kingdom, and his
late masterpieces from White Egrets.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Sea Grapes Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 Derek Walcott
was aptly described by Laurence Liberman in The Yale Review as one of the handful of brilliant
historic mythologists of our day. Sea Grapes deepens with this major poet's search for true images of
the post-Adamic new world--especially those of his native Caribbean culture. Walcott's rich and vital
naming of the forms of island life is complemented by poems set in America and England, by
inward-turning meditations, and by invocations of other poets--Osip Mandelstam, Walt Whitman,
Frank O'Hara, James Wright, and Pablo Neruda. On the publication of Selected Poems in 1963,
Robert Graves wrote, Derek Walcott handles English with a closer understanding of its inner magic
than most (if not any) of his English-born contemporaries. This collection of new poems in every way
confirms Walcott's mastery. He is also the author of The Gulf, Dream on Monkey Mountain and
Other Plays, and Another Life.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Poems That Make Grown Men Cry Anthony Holden,
Ben Holden, 2014-04 In this unique poetry anthology, 100 grown men - bestselling authors, poets
laureate, actors, producers and other prominent figures from the arts, sciences and politics, share
the poems that have moved them to tears.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Good Bones Maggie Smith, 2020-07-15 Featuring
“Good Bones”—called “Official Poem of 2016” by the BBC/Public Radio International. Maggie Smith
writes out of the experience of motherhood, inspired by watching her own children read the world
like a book they've just opened, knowing nothing of the characters or plot. These are poems that
stare down darkness while cultivating and sustaining possibility, poems that have a sense of moral
gravitas, personal urgency, and the ability to address a larger world. Maggie Smith's previous books
are The Well Speaks of Its Own Poison (Tupelo, 2015), Lamp of the Body (Red Hen, 2005), and three
prize-winning chapbooks: Disasterology (Dream Horse, 2016), The List of Dangers (Kent State,
2010), and Nesting Dolls (Pudding House, 2005). Her poem “Good Bones” has gone viral—tweeted
and translated across the world, featured on the TV drama Madam Secretary, and called the
“Official Poem of 2016” by the BBC/Public Radio International, earning news coverage in the New
York Times, Washington Post, Slate, the Guardian, and beyond. Maggie Smith was named the 2016



Ohio Poet of the Year. “Smith's voice is clear and unmistakable as she unravels the universe, pulls at
a loose thread and lets the whole thing tumble around us, sometimes beautiful, sometimes achingly
hard. Truthful, tender, and unafraid of the dark....”—Ada Limón “As if lost in the soft, bewitching
world of fairy tale, Maggie Smith conceives and brings forth this metaphysical Baedeker, a
guidebook for mother and child to lead each other into a hopeful present. Smith's poems affirm the
virtues of humanity: compassion, empathy, and the ability to comfort one another when darkness
falls. 'There is a light,' she tells us, 'and the light is good.'”—D. A. Powell “Good Bones is an
extraordinary book. Maggie Smith demonstrates what happens when an abundance of heart and
intelligence meets the hands of a master craftsperson, reminding us again that the world, for a true
poet, is blessedly inexhaustible.”—Erin Belieu
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Midsummer Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 The poems in
this sequence of fifty-four were written to encompass one year, from summer to summer. Their
principal themes are the stasis, both stultifying and provocative, of midsummer in the tropics; the
pull of the sea, family, and friendship on one whose cricumstances lead to separation; the
relationship of poetry to painting; and the place of a poet between two cultures. Walcott records,
with his distinctive linguistic blend of soaring imagery and plainly stated facts, the experience of a
mid-lief period--in reality and in memory or the imagination. As Louis Simpson wrote on the
publication of Wacott's The Fortunate Traveller, Walcott is a spellbinder. Of how many poets can it
be said that their poems are compelling--not a mere stringing together of images and ideas but
language that delights in itself, rhythms that seem spontaneous, scenes that are vividly there?...The
poet who can write like this is a master.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Tiepolo's Hound Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 From
the Nobel laureate Derek Walcott, a book-length poem on two educations in painting, a century
apart Between me and Venice the thigh of a hound; my awe of the ordinary, because even as I write,
paused on a step of this couplet, I have never found its image again, a hound in astounding light.
Tiepolo's Hound joins the quests of two Caribbean men: Camille Pissarro--a Sephardic Jew born in
1830 who leaves his native St. Thomas to follow his vocation as a painter in Paris--and the poet
himself, who longs to rediscover a detail--a slash of pink on the inner thigh / of a white hound--of a
Venetian painting encountered on an early visit from St. Lucia to New York. Both journeys take us
through a Europe of the mind's eye, in search of a connection between the lost, actual landscape of a
childhood and the mythical landscape of empire. Published with twenty-five full-color reproductions
of Derek Walcott's own paintings, the poem is at once the spiritual biography of a great artist in
self-imposed exile, a history in verse of Impressionist painting, and a memoir of the poet's desire to
catch the visual world in more than words.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Dream on Monkey Mountain and Other Plays Derek
Walcott, 2014-09-09 On a Caribbean island, the morning after a full moon, Felix Hobain tears
through the market in a drunken rage. Taken away to sober up in jail, all that night he is gripped by
hallucinations: the impoverished hermit believes he has become a healer, walking from village to
village, tending to the sick, waiting for a sign from God. In this dream, his one companion,
Moustique, wants to exploit his power. Moustique decides to impersonate a prophet himself,
ignoring a coffin-maker who warns him he will die and enraging the people of the island. Hobain,
half-awake in his desolate jail cell, terrorized by the specter of his friend's corruption, clings to his
visionary quest. He will try to transform himself; to heal Moustique, his jailer, and his jail-mates; and
to be a leader for his people. Dream on Monkey Mountain was awarded the 1971 Obie Award for a
Distinguished Foreign Play when it was first presented in New York, and Edith Oliver, writing in The
New Yorker, called it a masterpiece. Three of Derek's Walcott's most popular short plays are also
included in this volume: Ti-Jean and His Brothers; Malcochon, or The Six in the Rain; and The Sea at
Dauphin. In an expansive introductory essay, What the Twilight Says, the playwright explains his
founding of the seminal dramatic company where these works were first performed, the Trinidad
Theatre Workshop. First published in 1970, Dream on Monkey Mountain and Other Plays is an
essential part of Walcott's vast and important body of work.



  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Fortunate Traveller Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09
Derek Walcott was one of the most accomplished and resourceful poets who wrote in English,
winning the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1992. The volume of his work in The Fortunate Traveller,
which contains such poems as Olde New England and Piano Practice, cements his reputation as a
poet who handles English with a closer understanding of its inner magic than most, if not any, of his
contemporaries - Robert Graves
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Prodigal Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 Nobel
Laureate Derek Walcott's The Prodigal is a journey through physical and mental landscapes, from
Greenwich Village to the Alps, Pescara to Milan, Germany to Cartagena. But always in the music of
memory, water, abides St. Lucia, the author's birthplace, and the living sea. In this book of poems,
Derek Walcott has created a sweeping yet intimate epic of an exhausted Europe studded with church
spires and mountains, train stations and statuary, where the New World is an idea, a wavering map,
and where History subsumes the natural history of his unimportantly beautiful island home. Here,
the wanderer fears that he has been tainted by his exile, that his life has become untranslatable, and
that his craft itself is rooted in betrayal of the vivid archipelago to which, like Antaeus, he must
return for the very sustenance of life.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Gift of Adversity Norman E Rosenthal MD,
2014-09-04 Now in paperback—this acclaimed book from Norman Rosenthal, the New York
Times–bestselling author and research psychiatrist, shows how life’s disappointments and difficulties
provide us with the lessons we need to become happier and more resilient human beings. Winner of
the 2014 Nautilus Award represents “Better Books for a Better World”—the Silver Award in the
category of Heroic Journeys. Adversity is an irreducible fact of life. Although we can and should
learn from all experiences, both positive and negative, bestselling author Dr. Norman E. Rosenthal,
believes that adversity is by far the best teacher most of us will ever encounter. Whether the
adversity one experiences is the result of poor decision-making, a desire to test one’s mettle, or plain
bad luck, Rosenthal believes life’s most important lessons—from the value of family to the
importance of occasionally cutting corners—can be best learned from it. Running counter to
society’s current prevailing message that “excellence” must always be aspired to, and failure or
mistakes of any sort are to be avoided at all costs, Rosenthal shows that engaging with our own
failures and defeats is one of the only ways we are able to live authentic and meaningful lives, and
that each different type of adversity carries its own challenges and has the potential to yield its own
form of wisdom. Using stories from his own life—including his childhood in apartheid-era South
Africa, his years after suffering a violent attack from a stranger, and his career as a psychiatrist—as
well as case studies and discussions with well-known figures like Viktor Frankl and David Lynch,
Rosenthal shows that true innovation, emotional resilience, wisdom, and dignity can only come from
confronting and understanding the adversity we have experienced. Even when life is hardest, there
are meanings to be found, riches to be harvested, and gifts that can last a lifetime. Rosenthal
illustrates his message through a series of compact, memorable chapters, each one drawn from
episodes in the lives of his patients, colleagues, or himself, and concluded with a take-away maxim
on the lesson learned.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Transcendence Norman E. Rosenthal, Norman E
Rosenthal MD, 2012-08-30 In this definitive book on the scientifically proven health and
stress-relieving benefits of Transcendental Meditation, a renowned psychiatrist and researcher
explores why TM works, what it can do, and how to use it for maximum effect.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Super Mind Norman E. Rosenthal, 2016 Most of us
believe that we live in only three states of consciousness: wakefulness, sleep, and dreaming. But
there is so much more. In [this book], ... Norman E. Rosenthal, M.D., [posits that] the ... daily
practice of transcendental meditation (TM) can permanently improve your state of mind during the
routine hours of waking life--placing you into a super-mind state of consciousness where you
consistently perform at peak aptitude--
  derek walcott love after love analysis: When I Loved Myself Enough Kim McMillen, Alison



McMillen, 2001-11-10 When I Loved Myself Enough began as one woman's gift to the world,
hand-made by Kim McMillen. Book by book, reader by reader, When I Loved Myself Enough was
passed along from friend to friend, shared by parents with their children, and given as a gift at
special occasions. As word spread, it's heartfelt honesty and universal truths won it a growing
following. It brings to life simple, profound, and undeniable truths: our time on earth is limited, we
are never alone, and loving others always begins with loving ourselves. The best way to experience
the peace and quiet joy of When I Loved Myself Enough is to: *Read the book in order from page to
page *Read to the very end You will see the simple, illuminating power of this special book.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Arkansas Testament Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09
Derek Walcott's eighth collection of poems, The Arkansas Testament, is divided into two parts--Here,
verse evoking the poet's native Caribbean, and Elsewhere. It opens with six poems in quatrains
whose memorable, compact lines further Walcott's continuous effort to crystallize images of the
Caribbean landscape and people. For several years, Derek Walcott has lived mainly in the United
States. The Arkansas Testament, one of the book's long poems, is a powerful confrontation of
changing allegiances. The poem's crisis is the taking on of an extra history, one that challenges
unquestioning devotion.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Selected Poems Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 Drawing
from every stage of his career, this volume collects selected poems from Nobel Prize winner Derek
Walcott's lifetime of work. Walcott's Selected Poems brings together famous pieces from his early
volumes, including A Far Cry from Africa and A City's Death by Fire, with passages from the
celebrated Omeros and selections from his later major works, which extend his contributions to
reenergizing the contemporary long poem. Here we find all of Walcott's essential themes, from
grappling with the Caribbean's colonial legacy to his conflicted love of home and of Western literary
tradition; from the wisdom-making pain of time and mortality to the strange wonder of love, the
natural world, and what it means to be human. We see his lifelong labor at poetic crafts, his
broadening of the possibilities of rhyme and meter, stanza forms, language, and metaphor. Edited
and with an introduction by the Jamaican poet and critic Edward Baugh, this volume is a perfect
representation of Walcott's breadth of work, spanning almost half a century.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Bounty Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 The Bounty
was the first book of poems Derek Walcott published after winning the 1992 Nobel Prize in
Literature. Opening with the title poem, a memorable elegy to the poet's mother, the book features a
haunting series of poems that evoke Walcott's native ground, the island of St. Lucia. For almost forty
years his throbbing and relentless lines kept arriving in the English language like tidal waves,
Walcott's great contemporary Joseph Brodsky once observed. He gives us more than himself or 'a
world'; he gives us a sense of infinity embodied in the language.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening Robert
Frost, 2022-11-03
  derek walcott love after love analysis: And Still I Rise Maya Angelou, 2011-08-17 Maya
Angelou’s unforgettable collection of poetry lends its name to the documentary film about her life,
And Still I Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. I’m
not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size But when I start to tell them, They think I’m telling
lies. I say, It’s in the reach of my arms, The span of my hips, The stride of my step, The curl of my
lips. I’m a woman Phenomenally. Phenomenal woman, That’s me. Thus begins “Phenomenal
Woman,” just one of the beloved poems collected here in Maya Angelou’s third book of verse. These
poems are powerful, distinctive, and fresh—and, as always, full of the lifting rhythms of love and
remembering. And Still I Rise is written from the heart, a celebration of life as only Maya Angelou
has discovered it. “It is true poetry she is writing,” M.F.K. Fisher has observed, “not just rhythm, the
beat, rhymes. I find it very moving and at times beautiful. It has an innate purity about it,
unquenchable dignity. . . . It is astounding, flabbergasting, to recognize it, in all the words I read
every day and night . . . it gives me heart, to hear so clearly the caged bird singing and to
understand her notes.”



  derek walcott love after love analysis: Derek Walcott Edward Baugh, 2006-03-09 Nobel
Laureate Derek Walcott is one of the Caribbean's most famous writers. His unique voice in poetry,
drama and criticism is shaped by his position at the crossroads between Caribbean, British and
American culture and by his interest in hybrid identities and diaspora. Edward Baugh's Derek
Walcott analyses and evaluates Walcott's entire career over the last fifty years. Baugh guides the
reader through the continuities and differences of theme and style in Walcott's poems and plays.
Walcott is an avowedly Caribbean writer, acutely conscious of his culture and colonial heritage, but
he has also made a lasting contribution to the way we read and value the western literary tradition.
This comprehensive survey considers each of Walcott's published books, offering a guide for
students, scholars and readers of Walcott. Students of Caribbean and postcolonial studies will find
this a perfect introduction to this important writer.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Antilles Derek Walcott, 1993
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Risking Everything Roger Housden, 2007-12-18
“Listen, are you breathing just a little, and calling it a life?” —Mary Oliver This luminous anthology
brings together great poets from around the world whose work transcends culture and time. Their
words reach past the outer divisions to the universal currents of love and revelation that move and
inspire us all. These poems urge us to wake up and love. They also call on us to relinquish our grip
on ideas and opinions that confine us and, instead, to risk moving forward into the life that is truly
ours. In his selection, Roger Housden has placed strong emphasis on contemporary voices such as
the American poet laureate Billy Collins and the Nobel Prize–winners Czeslaw Milosz and Seamus
Heaney, but the collection also includes some timeless echoes of the past in the form of work by
masters such as Goethe, Wordsworth, and Emily Dickinson. The tens of thousands of readers of
Roger Housden’s “Ten Poems” series will welcome this beautiful harvest of poems that both open
the mind and heal the heart.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Poems from East Africa David Cook, David Rubadiri,
1996 The spirit of the poetic flowering of the 1960s is encapsulated in this comprehensive anthology.
The collection gives voice to some fifty poets from Kenya, Uganda and Zambia, writing in English.
The diversity of the interests and styles of the individual poets is illustrated: a blend of the gentle
lyricism that is a feature of East African writing. All the major poets are included, and many not so
well known. Amongst the best known are Jared Angira, Jonathan Kariara, Joseph Kariuki, Taban Lo
Liyong, Okot p'Bitek, and David Rubadiri - one of the editors.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Arriving at Your Own Door Jon Kabat-Zinn, 2013-02-05
Mindfulness opens us up to the possibility of being fully human as we are, and of expressing the
humane in our way of being. Mindlessness de facto closes us up and denies us the fullness of our
being alive. This book may on the surface appear to be merely another offering in the genre of daily
readings. But deep within these 108 selections lie messages of profound wisdom in a contemporary
and practical form that can lead to both healing and transformation. We so urgently need to rotate in
consciousness in order to safeguard what precious sanity is available to us on this planet. How we
carry ourselves will determine the direction the world takes because, in a very real way, we are the
world we inhabit. Our world is continuously being shaped by our participation in everything around
us and within us through mindfulness. This is the great work of awareness. Welcome to the
threshold . . . to the fullness of arriving at your own door!
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Poems Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
  derek walcott love after love analysis: What the Twilight Says Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 The
first collection of essays by the Nobel laureate Derek Walcott, What the Twilight Says, drawn from
pieces originally published in The New York Review of Books, The New Republic, and elsewhere.
This collection forms a volume of remarkable elegance, concision, and brilliance. It includes
Walcott's moving and insightful examinations of the paradoxes of Caribbean culture, his Nobel
lecture, and his reckoning of the work and significance of such poets as Robert Lowell, Joseph
Brodsky, Robert Frost, Les Murray, and Ted Hughes, and of prose writers such as V. S. Naipaul and
Patrick Chamoiseau. On every subject he takes up, Walcott the essayist brings to bear the lyric



power and syncretic intelligence that made him one of the major poetic voices of our time.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: An Introduction to West Indian Poetry Laurence A.
Breiner, 1998-09-10 This introduction to West Indian poetry is written for readers making their first
approach to the poetry of the Caribbean written in English. It offers a comprehensive literary history
from the 1920s to the 1980s, with particular attention to the relationship of West Indian poetry to
European, African and American literature. Close readings of individual poems give detailed analysis
of social and cultural issues at work in the writing. Laurence Breiner's exposition speaks powerfully
about the defining forces in Caribbean culture from colonialism to resistance and decolonization.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Not Love Perhaps A. S. J. Tessimond, 2011-10-20
Arthur Seymour John Tessimond - Jack to his family, John in later life - was born in Birkenhead in
1902 and made his living as an advertising copywriter, but his true writing life was in poetry, three
volumes of which he published in his lifetime: The Walls of Glass (1934), Voices in a Giant City
(1947), and Selection (1958). Tessimond died in May 1962, two months shy of his sixtieth birthday,
and it would fall to Hubert Nicholson, his friend and executor, to make a posthumous selection of his
work including a number of uncollected and unpublished poems. Not Love Perhaps (1978) has at its
heart the memorable title piece which contrasts the idea of romantic love 'that many waters cannot
quench' with the notion of a mutual companionship that enables two people to 'walk more firmly
through dark narrow places'.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Eat This Poem Nicole Gulotta, 2017-03-21 A literary
cookbook that celebrates food and poetry, two of life's essential ingredients. In the same way that
salt seasons ingredients to bring out their flavors, poetry seasons our lives; when celebrated
together, our everyday moments and meals are richer and more meaningful. The twenty-five
inspiring poems in this book—from such poets as Marge Piercy, Louise Glück, Mark Strand, Mary
Oliver, Billy Collins, Jane Hirshfield—are accompanied by seventy-five recipes that bring the
richness of words to life in our kitchen, on our plate, and through our palate. Eat This Poem opens us
up to fresh ways of accessing poetry and lends new meaning to the foods we cook.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: White Egrets Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09 A DAZZLING
NEW COLLECTION FROM ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT POETS OF THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY In White Egrets, Derek Walcott treats the characteristic subjects of his career—the
Caribbean's complex colonial legacy, his love of the Western literary tradition, the wisdom that
comes through the passing of time, the always strange joys of new love, and the sometimes
terrifying beauty of the natural world—with an intensity and drive that recall his greatest work.
Through the mesmerizing repetition of theme and imagery, Walcott creates an almost surflike
cadence, broadening the possibilities of rhyme and meter, poetic form and language. White Egrets is
a moving new collection from one of the most important poets of the twentieth century—a
celebration of the life and language of the West Indies. It is also a triumphant paean to beauty, love,
art, and—perhaps most surprisingly—getting older.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: City of Bones Kwame Dawes, 2017-01-15 As if
convinced that all divination of the future is somehow a re-visioning of the past, Kwame Dawes
reminds us of the clairvoyance of haunting. The lyric poems in City of Bones: A Testament constitute
a restless jeremiad for our times, and Dawes’s inimitable voice peoples this collection with
multitudes of souls urgently and forcefully singing, shouting, groaning, and dreaming about the
African diasporic present and future. As the twentieth collection in the poet’s hallmarked career,
City of Bones reaches a pinnacle, adding another chapter to the grand narrative of invention and
discovery cradled in the art of empathy that has defined his prodigious body of work. Dawes’s formal
mastery is matched only by the precision of his insights into what is at stake in our lives today.
These poems are shot through with music from the drum to reggae to the blues to jazz to gospel,
proving that Dawes is the ambassador of words and worlds.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Poemcrazy Susan G. Wooldridge, 2009-09-30
Following the success of several recent inspirational and practical books for would-be writers,
Poemcrazy is a perfect guide for everyone who ever wanted to write a poem but was afraid to try.



Writing workshop leader Susan Wooldridge shows how to think, use one's senses, and practice
exercises that will make poems more likely to happen.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Art of Losing Kevin Young, 2013-05-05 “Kevin
Young has thoughtfully gathered many of these sorrowful perambulations and grievous plummets.”
-Billy Collins The Art of Losing is the first anthology of its kind, delivering poetry with a purpose.
Editor Kevin Young has introduced and selected 150 devastatingly beautiful poems that embrace the
pain and heartbreak of mourning. Divided into five sections (Reckoning, Remembrance, Rituals,
Recovery, and Redemption), with poems by some of our most beloved poets as well as the best of the
current generation of poets, The Art of Losing is the ideal gift for a loved one in a time of need and
for use by therapists, ministers, rabbis, and palliative care workers who tend to those who are
experiencing loss. Among the poets included: Elizabeth Alexander, W. H. Auden, Amy Clampitt, Billy
Collins, Emily Dickinson, Louise Gluck, Ted Hughes, Galway Kinnell, Kenneth Koch, Philip Larkin,
Li-Young Lee, Philip Levine, Marianne Moore, Sharon Olds, Mary Oliver, Robert Pinsky, Adrienne
Rich, Theodore Roethke, Anne Sexton, Wallace Stevens, Dylan Thomas, Derek Walcott, and James
Wright.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Star-Apple Kingdom Derek Walcott, 2014-09-09
Most of the poems in this new collection follow the arc of the Caribbean archipelago from Trinidad
to Jamaica. The reader is taken on an odyssey, beginning with The Schooner Flight, in which a poor
mulatto sailor abandons his life in Trinidad, sailing northward to meet his fate, and ending with The
Star-Apple Kingdom, a long poem whose axis is the crucial attempt to establish a new social order in
Jamaica without sacrificing democracy. Other poems speak through various personae: Koenig of the
River marks the end of a saga of nineteenth-century exploration and conquest through the
Conradian image of a missionary-soldier whose comrades have been lost at sea; The Saddhu of
Couva describes the lament of an Indian priest for a fading spirituality; Egypt, Tobago places Mark
Antony on a beach in the glare of afternoon. Two poems are dedicated to fellow poets--Josephy
Brodsky and Robert Lowell. In The Star-Apple Kingdom, Walcott's precise and inventive imagery is
enriched by frequent exploitation of the tonal aspects of dialect. He has absorbed into poetry the
normal resources of fiction--to the point where fact crystallizes into metaphor. As John Thompson
recently commented in The New York Review of Books: Walcott writes now as a man who knows
exactly what he is doing. His style is that of the best language of our period.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Book of Lamenting Lory Bedikian, 2011 Poems.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Collected Poems, 1948-1984 Derek Walcott, 1986
Includes most of the poems in each of Walcott's collections as selected by the poet, and the complete
text of Another Life.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: The Beet Queen Louise Erdrich, 1998-04 Orphaned
fourteen-year-old Carl and his eleven-year-old sister, Mary, travel to Argus, North Dakota, to live
with their mother's sister, in this tale of abandonment, sexual obsession, jealousy and unstinting
love.
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Love is Enough William Morris, 1889
  derek walcott love after love analysis: Sounds, Feelings, Thoughts Wislawa Szymborska,
2020-05-05 Translated and Introduced by Magnus J. Krynski and Robert A. Maguire Regarded as one
of the best representatives since World War II of the rich and ancient art of poetry in Poland,
Wislawa Szymborska (1923-2012) is, in the translators' words, that rarest of phenomena: a serious
poet who commands a large audience in her native land. The seventy poems in this bilingual edition
are among the largest and most representative offering of her work in English, with particular
emphasis on the period since 1967. They illustrate virtually all her major themes and most of her
important techniques. Describing Szymborka's poetry, Magnus Krynski and Robert Maguire write
that her verse is marked by high seriousness, delightful inventiveness, a prodigal imagination, and
enormous technical skill. She writes of the diversity, plenitude, and richness of the world, taking
delight in observing and naming its phenomena. She looks on with wonder, astonishment, and
amusement, but almost never with despair.



  derek walcott love after love analysis: In a Green Night Derek Walcott, 1969
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