eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis

Eleven by Sandra Cisneros: A Literary Analysis Unpacking

Rachel's Coming-of-Age

Introduction:

Turning eleven isn't just another birthday; it's a rite of passage, a symbolic leap into a new phase of
life. Sandra Cisneros masterfully captures the complexities and vulnerabilities of this transition in her
poignant short story, "Eleven." This in-depth literary analysis will delve into the narrative's rich tapestry,
exploring its themes, symbolism, and the profound impact of Rachel's experience on the reader. We'll
unravel the layers of meaning embedded in Cisneros's evocative prose, examining how she employs
specific literary devices to portray the emotional turmoil of childhood and the subtle yet significant
power dynamics at play. Prepare to uncover the hidden depths of this seemingly simple story and gain

a deeper understanding of its enduring relevance.

I. The Crushing Weight of Age and Identity: Exploring Theme

Cisneros expertly uses the number "eleven" as a multifaceted symbol. It represents not only Rachel's
age but also the weight of accumulated experiences and the overwhelming sense of being trapped
between childhood innocence and burgeoning adolescence. The story isn't merely about a birthday; it's
about the clash between Rachel's internal perception of herself and the external pressures imposed
upon her. Rachel feels burdened by the expectations of adults who fail to recognize her individuality.
The red sweater, a symbol of imposed identity, becomes a tangible representation of this burden,
highlighting the disconnect between how Rachel perceives herself and how others perceive her. The
theme of identity crisis is further underscored by Rachel's yearning for autonomy and her frustration

with being constantly misjudged and misunderstood.



Il. Symbolism and Imagery: Unpacking the Red Sweater

The red sweater isn't just a piece of clothing; it's a powerful symbol laden with meaning. It represents
the imposition of adult perspectives and the disregard for Rachel's own feelings. The sweater, worn
previously by someone else and now wrongly attributed to Rachel, becomes a metaphor for the
baggage of the past and the unfair burden of responsibility placed upon her. The color red itself is
significant, often associated with anger, passion, and even shame - all emotions that resonate deeply
within Rachel's experience. Cisneros's meticulous use of imagery—the "itchy" sweater, the way it feels

"heavy" on Rachel—serves to heighten the reader's understanding of Rachel's emotional discomfort.

I1l. Narrative Structure and Point of View: Rachel's Voice

Cisneros employs a first-person narrative, giving the reader direct access to Rachel's inner thoughts
and feelings. This intimate perspective allows us to intimately experience the emotional turmoil Rachel
faces. The narrative structure mirrors the disjointed nature of Rachel's experience, reflecting the
chaotic feelings of a child grappling with complex emotions. The story unfolds in a series of
fragmented memories and observations, highlighting the fragmented nature of Rachel's perception of
reality. This fragmented structure adds to the story's realism and emotional depth, mirroring the

disorientation that can accompany this transitional period.

IV. The Power Dynamics of Childhood: Adult Misunderstanding

A crucial element of "Eleven" lies in the exploration of the power dynamics between children and
adults. The adults in Rachel's life, including her teacher, fail to understand or validate her feelings.
Their actions—accusing her of owning the sweater, dismissing her protestations—exemplify the lack of
empathy and understanding that often characterizes adult-child interactions. This power imbalance
underscores the vulnerability and voicelessness often experienced by children. Cisneros subtly
criticizes the adult world's tendency to impose its perceptions onto children, disregarding their
individual perspectives and emotions. The incident with the sweater serves as a microcosm of the

larger power dynamics at play in the child-adult relationship.



V. The Enduring Impact: A Lasting Impression on the Reader

The story's enduring impact lies in its emotional honesty and its capacity to evoke empathy in the
reader. Cisneros succeeds in creating a character who is both relatable and deeply poignant. Rachel's
vulnerability resonates deeply with readers of all ages, reminding us of the often overlooked emotional
struggles of childhood. The ending, though seemingly understated, leaves a lasting impression, leaving
the reader pondering the lasting impact of these formative experiences and the importance of
validating a child's feelings. The story serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of empathy,

understanding, and recognizing the complexity of a child's inner world.

VI. Literary Devices: Masterful Use of Language

Cisneros employs a range of literary devices to enhance the story's impact. The use of repetition
emphasizes the intensity of Rachel's feelings. The vivid imagery appeals to the reader's senses,
creating a powerful emotional connection to Rachel's experience. The use of simple language belies
the complexity of the themes explored, making the story accessible while maintaining its depth. These

devices contribute to the story's overall effect, making it both memorable and emotionally resonant.

VII. Conclusion: A Timeless Exploration of Childhood

"Eleven" transcends its seemingly simple narrative to offer a profound exploration of childhood,
identity, and the power dynamics between children and adults. Through its masterful use of symbolism,
imagery, and narrative structure, Cisneros creates a powerful and unforgettable story that continues to
resonate with readers of all ages. The story remains relevant because it speaks to universal human

experiences of feeling misunderstood, undervalued, and burdened by unfair expectations.

A Detailed Outline of "Eleven by Sandra Cisneros: A Literary Analysis"

|. Introduction:

Hook: Engaging the reader with the universal experience of turning eleven.



Overview: Stating the purpose of the analysis — exploring themes, symbolism, and narrative
techniques.

Thesis statement: Summarizing the main argument of the analysis.

Il. Main Chapters:

Chapter 1: Theme of Age and Identity: Discussing the significance of the number eleven and Rachel's
struggle with identity.

Chapter 2: Symbolism of the Red Sweater: Analyzing the sweater as a symbol of imposed identity and
societal expectations.

Chapter 3: Narrative Structure and Point of View: Exploring the impact of the first-person narrative and
fragmented structure.

Chapter 4: Power Dynamics of Childhood: Analyzing the adult-child power dynamic and its impact on
Rachel.

Chapter 5: Literary Devices: Examining the use of repetition, imagery, and simple language.

Ill. Conclusion:
Restatement of thesis: Summarizing the main points of the analysis.

Final thoughts: Highlighting the enduring relevance of the story and its impact on readers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the central theme of "Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros? The central theme revolves around
the complexities of identity formation during childhood, particularly focusing on the feeling of

being misunderstood and burdened by external expectations.

1. What is the significance of the red sweater in the story? The red sweater symbolizes imposed
identity, the weight of the past, and the injustice of having one's feelings and perceptions

dismissed.



. What literary devices does Cisneros use in "Eleven"? Cisneros employs vivid imagery, repetition,
simple yet effective language, and a first-person narrative to enhance the story's emotional

impact.

. How does the narrative structure contribute to the story's meaning? The fragmented narrative
reflects Rachel's emotional state and the disjointed nature of her experience, adding to the

story's realism.

. What is the significance of the number eleven? The number eleven symbolizes not only Rachel's
age but also the weight of experiences and the sense of being trapped between childhood and

adolescence.

. What is the role of adults in the story? The adults in Rachel's life primarily represent a lack of

empathy and understanding, highlighting the power imbalance between adults and children.

. How does the story end? The story ends with Rachel feeling deeply hurt and misunderstood,

highlighting the lasting impact of childhood experiences.



1. What is the overall tone of the story? The tone is primarily melancholic and poignant, reflecting

Rachel's emotional vulnerability and the injustice she experiences.

1. Why is "Eleven" considered a significant work of literature? "Eleven” is significant for its
emotional honesty, its exploration of universal childhood experiences, and its powerful portrayal

of the complexities of growing up.

Related Articles:

1. Sandra Cisneros's "Eleven": A Feminist Reading: This article explores the feminist themes

present in the story, analyzing Rachel's experiences through a gendered lens.

1. The Use of Symbolism in Sandra Cisneros's Short Stories: A broader analysis examining the

recurring use of symbolism across Cisneros's body of work.

1. Coming-of-Age Themes in Chicana Literature: This article places "Eleven" within the context of

broader Chicana literary traditions and themes.

1. Analyzing the Power Dynamics in "Eleven": A deeper dive into the power relationships between



Rachel and the adults in her life.

. The Impact of First-Person Narration in "Eleven": An article focused specifically on the narrative

technique and its effects.

. Comparing "Eleven" to Other Coming-of-Age Stories: This article examines "Eleven" alongside

other notable coming-of-age narratives in literature.

. The Role of Memory and Nostalgia in "Eleven": An analysis of how memory shapes Rachel's

perception and experience.

. Teaching "Eleven" in the Classroom: This article provides practical strategies for educators

teaching this short story.

. The Enduring Legacy of Sandra Cisneros's Work: This article discusses the overall importance

and impact of Cisneros’s contribution to American literature.



eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Woman Hollering Creek Sandra Cisneros,

2013-04-30 A collection of stories by Sandra Cisneros, the celebrated bestselling author of The
House on Mango Street and the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature. The lovingly drawn characters of these stories give voice to the vibrant and
varied life on both sides of the Mexican border with tales of pure discovery, filled with moments of
infinite and intimate wisdom.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 NATIONAL BESTSELLER * A coming-of-age classic about a young girl growing up in
Chicago ¢ Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities
alike, and translated around the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. “Cisneros draws on her rich [Latino] heritage...and seduces
with precise, spare prose, creat[ing] unforgettable characters we want to lift off the page. She is not
only a gifted writer, but an absolutely essential one.” —The New York Times Book Review The House
on Mango Street is one of the most cherished novels of the last fifty years. Readers from all walks of
life have fallen for the voice of Esperanza Cordero, growing up in Chicago and inventing for herself
who and what she will become. “In English my name means hope,” she says. “In Spanish it means
too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. Told in a series of vignettes—sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes joyous—Cisneros’s masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and
self-discovery and one of the greatest neighborhood novels of all time. Like Sinclair Lewis’s Main
Street or Toni Morrison’s Sula, it makes a world through people and their voices, and it does so in
language that is poetic and direct. This gorgeous coming-of-age novel is a celebration of the power
of telling one’s story and of being proud of where you're from.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: My Wicked Wicked Ways Sandra Cisneros,
2015-04-28 In this beautiful collection of poems, remarkable for their plainspoken radiance, the
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature embraces her first passion-verse. With lines both comic and
sad, Sandra Cisneros deftly-and dazzlingly-explores the human experience. For those familiar with
Cisneros only from her acclaimed fiction, My Wicked Wicked Ways presents her in an entirely new
light. And for readers everywhere, here is a showcase of one of our most powerful writers at her
lyrical best. “Here the young voice of Esperanza of The House on Mango Street merges with that of
the grown woman/poet. My Wicked Wicked Ways is a kind of international graffiti, where the
poet—bold and insistent—puts her mark on those traveled places on the map and in the heart.”
—Cherrie Moraga

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Pedagogical Stylistics Michael Burke, Szilvia
Csabi, Lara Week, Judit Zerkowitz, 2012-03-29 This book offers a global exploration of current
theory and practice in the teaching of stylistics and the implementation of stylistic techniques in
teaching other subjects. Pedagogical stylistics is a field that looks at employing stylistic analysis in
teaching, with the aim of enabling students to better understand literature, language and also
improving their language acquisition. It is also concerned with the best practice in teaching
stylistics. The book discusses a broad range of interrelated topics including hypertext, English as a
Foreign Language, English as a Second Language, poetry, creative writing, and metaphor. Leading
experts offer focused, empirical studies on specific developments, providing in-depth examinations
of both theoretical and practical teaching methods. This interdisciplinary approach covers linguistics
and literature from the perspective of current pedagogical methodology, moving from general
tertiary education to more specific EFL and ESL teaching. The role of stylistics in language
acquisition is currently underexplored. This contemporary collection provides academics and
practitioners with the most up to date trends in pedagogical stylistics and delivers analyses of a
diverse range of teaching methods.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Caramelo Sandra Cisneros, 2013-04-30
NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ Every year, Ceyala “Lala” Reyes' family—aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers,




and Lala's six older brothers—packs up three cars and, in a wild ride, drive from Chicago to the
Little Grandfather and Awful Grandmother's house in Mexico City for the summer. From the
celebrated bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov
Award for Achievement in International Literature. Struggling to find a voice above the boom of her
brothers and to understand her place on this side of the border and that, Lala is a shrewd observer
of family life. But when she starts telling the Awful Grandmother's life story, seeking clues to how
she got to be so awful, grandmother accuses Lala of exaggerating. Soon, a multigenerational family
narrative turns into a whirlwind exploration of storytelling, lies, and life. Like the cherished rebozo,
or shawl, that has been passed down through generations of Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with
the vibrations of history, family, and love. From the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: A Study Guide for Sandra Cisneros's "Eleven"
Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Sandra Cisneros's Eleven, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: How Far She Went Mary Hood, 2011-03-15
Mary Hood's fictional world is a world where fear, anger, longing—sometimes worse—lie just below
the surface of a pleasant summer afternoon or a Sunday church service. In A Country Girl, for
example, she creates an idyllic valley where a barefoot girl sings melodies low and private as a
lullaby and where you could pick up one of the little early apples from the ground and eat it right
then without worrying about pesticide. But something changes this summer afternoon with the
arrival at a family reunion of fair and fiery Johnny Calhoun: everybody's kind and nobody's kin, forty
in a year or so, and wild in the way that made him worth the trouble he caused. The title story in the
collection begins with a visit to clean the graves in a country cemetery and ends with the terrifying
pursuit of a young girl and her grandmother by two bikers, one of whom had the invading sort of
eyes the woman had spent her lifetime bolting doors against. In the story Inexorable Process we see
the relentless desperation of Angelina, who hated many things, but Sundays most of all, and in
Solomon's Seal the ancient anger of the mountain woman who has crowded her husband out of her
life and her heart, until the plants she has tended in her rage fill the half-acre. The madder she got,
the greener everything grew.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The Girl with the Silver Eyes Willo Davis
Roberts, 2017-10-03 “There’s something strange about that kid.” At least that’s what everyone says,
but they don’t know the truth. Perfect for fans of Stranger Things, this classic novel continues to
enthrall. Katie Welker is used to being alone. She would rather read a book than deal with other
people. Other people don’t have silver eyes. Other people can’t make things happen just by thinking
about them! But these special powers make Katie unusual, and it’s hard to make friends when you’'re
unusual. Katie knows that she’s different but she’s never done anything to hurt anyone so why is
everyone afraid of her? Maybe there are other kids out there who have the same silver eyes...and the
same talents...and maybe they’ll be willing to help her.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Bad Girls Don't Die Katie Alender, 2010-06-22 A
page-turning, spine-chilling young adult murder mystery about surviving the ghosts around us.
Alexis thought she led a typically dysfunctional high school existence. Dysfunctional like her parents'
marriage. Or her doll-crazy twelve-year-old sister, Kasey. Or even like her own anti-social,
anti-cheerleader attitude. When a family fight results in some tearful sisterly bonding, Alexis realizes
that her life is creeping from dysfunction into danger. Kasey is acting stranger than ever: her blue
eyes go green, sometimes she uses old-fashioned language, and she even loses track of chunks of
time, claiming to know nothing about her strange behavior. Their old house is changing, too. Doors
open and close by themselves. Water boils on the unlit stove, and an unplugged air conditioner turns
the house cold enough to see their breath in. Alexis wants to think that it's all in her head, but soon,



what she liked to think of as silly parlor tricks are becoming life-threatening: to her, her family, and
to her budding relationship with the class president. Alexis knows she's the only person who can
stop Kasey—but what if that green-eyed girl isn't even Kasey anymore?

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: A House of My Own Sandra Cisneros,
2015-10-06 Winner of the PEN Center USA Literary Award for Creative Nonfiction ¢« From the
celebrated bestselling author of The House on Mango Street: This memoir has the transcendent
sweep of a full life.” —Houston Chronicle From Chicago to Mexico, the places Sandra Cisneros has
lived have provided inspiration for her now-classic works of fiction and poetry. But a house of her
own, a place where she could truly take root, has eluded her. In this jigsaw autobiography, made up
of essays and images spanning three decades—and including never-before-published work—Cisneros
has come home at last. Written with her trademark lyricism, in these signature pieces the acclaimed
author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement
in International Literature shares her transformative memories and reveals her artistic and
intellectual influences. Poignant, honest, and deeply moving, A House of My Own is an exuberant
celebration of a life lived to the fullest, from one of our most beloved writers.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
Julia Alvarez, 2010-01-12 From the international bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies
and Afterlife, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents is poignant...powerful... Beautifully captures
the threshold experience of the new immigrant, where the past is not yet a memory. (The New York
Times Book Review) Julia Alvarez’s new novel, The Cemetery of Untold Stories, is coming April 2,
2024. Pre-order now! Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters
as they grow up in two cultures. The Garcia sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia—and their
family must flee their home in the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to
overthrow brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life
far removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous but not always welcoming
U.S.A., their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the girls try find new lives: by straightening
their hair and wearing American fashions, and by forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once
liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. Here they tell their
stories about being at home—and not at home—in America. Alvarez helped blaze the trail for Latina
authors to break into the literary mainstream, with novels like In the Time of the Butterflies and
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents winning praise from critics and gracing best-seller lists
across the Americas.—Francisco Cantu, The New York Times Book Review A clear-eyed look at the
insecurity and yearning for a sense of belonging that are a part of the immigrant experience . . .
Movingly told. —The Washington Post Book World

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Soap and Water Anzia Yezierska, 2021-03-23 A
student is denied her diploma because of her unsightly appearance due to her grueling life going to
school and supporting herself in grinding poverty, making her rebel against the divisions of class.
Anzia Yezierska wrote about the struggles of female Jewish immigrants in New York's Lower East
Side. She confronted the cost of acculturation and assimilation among immigrants. Her stories
provide insight into the meaning of liberation for immigrants—particularly Jewish immigrant women.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Voices in the Park Anthony Browne, 2018-08-09
Four different voices tell their own versions of the same walk in the park. The radically different
perspectives give a fascinating depth to this simple story which explores many of the author's key
themes, such as alienation, friendship and the bizarre amid the mundane. Anthony Browne's
world-renowned artwork is full of expressive gorillas, vibrant colours and numerous nods to Magritte
and other artists, while being uniquely Browne's own style.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Bodies in a Broken World Ann Folwell
Stanford, 2004-07-21 In this multidisciplinary study, Ann Folwell Stanford reads literature written by
U.S. women of color to propose a rethinking of modern medical practice, arguing that personal
health and social justice are inextricably linked. Drawing on feminist ethics to explore the work of
eleven novelists, Stanford challenges medicine to position itself more deeply within the communities




it serves, especially the poor and marginalized. However, she also argues that medicine must
recognize its limits and join forces with the nonmedical community in the struggle for social justice.
In literary representations of physical and emotional states of illness and health, Stanford identifies
issues related to public health, medical ethics, institutionalized racism, women's health, domestic
abuse, and social justice that are important to discussions about how to improve health and health
care. She argues that in either direct or indirect ways, the eleven novelists considered here push us
to see health not only as an individual condition but also as a complex network of individual,
institutional, and social changes in which wellness can be a possibility for the majority rather than a
privileged few. The novelists whose works are discussed are Toni Cade Bambara, Paule Marshall,
Gloria Naylor, Leslie Marmon Silko, Toni Morrison, Louise Erdrich, Sandra Cisneros, Bebe Moore
Campbell, Sapphire, Ana Castillo, and Octavia Butler.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: In His Steps Charles Monroe Sheldon, 1984-11
This classic presents people seeking to change their community by pledging themselves to
experiment for a whole year with the question, ‘What would Jesus do?"

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Puro Amor Sandra Cisneros, 2018-10-09 Sandra
Cisneros has a fondness for animals and this little gem of a story makes that abundantly clear. “La
casa azul,” the cobalt blue residence of Mister and Missus Rivera, overflows with hairless dogs,
monkeys, a fawn, a “passionate” Guacamaya macaw, tarantulas, an iguana, and rescues that
resemble “ancient Olmec pottery.” Missus loves the rescues most “because their eyes were filled
with grief.” She takes lavish care of her husband too, a famous artist, though her neighbors insist he
has eyes for other women: “He’s spoiled.” “He’s a fat toad.” She cannot reject him. “...because love
is like that. No matter how much it bites, we enjoy and admire the scars.” Thus, the generous
creatures pawing her belly, sleeping on her pillow, and “kneeling outside her door like the adoring
Magi before the just-born Christ.” This beautiful chapbook is bi-lingual and contains several
illustrations—line drawings by Cisneros herself.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Hairs/Pelitos Sandra Cisneros, 1997-11 A story
in English and Spanish from The House on Mango Street in which a child describes how each person
in the family has hair that looks and acts different--Papa's like a broom, Kiki's like fur, and Mama's
with the smell of warm bread.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: A Place Where the Sea Remembers Sandra
Benitez, 2013-04-01 Winner, Discover Great New Writers Award. Winner, Minnesota Book Award for
Fiction. Profound.... a quietly stunning work that leaves soft tracks in the heart.--The Washington
Post BookWorld Merits placement beside some of the mesmerizing new literature with its roots in
Latin America.--The New York Times Book Review

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Textual Power Robert E. Scholes, 1985-01-01
Robert Scholes has written an enviable book on the uses and abuses of literary theory in the
teaching of literature. One of [his] most forceful points...is that 'literary theory' is not something a
teacher may either 'use' or not use, for teaching itself is an unavoidably theoretical activity.--Gerald
Graff, Novel Scholes' emphasis in Textual Power is indicated by the book's subtitle. After a
provocative analysis of disciplinary values and departmental tendencies...[he] proposes that 'we
must stop teaching literature and start studying texts'...His book is essential for college
libraries.--R.C. Gebhardt, Choice There is no issue more current, more relevant to the present scene,
than the problem of pedagogy and its relation to contemporary theory. Textual Power is an
important, provocative, and above all useful contribution to this discussion.--Gregory L. Ulmer
Robert Scholes, author of Structuralism in Literature and Semiotics and Interpretation among other
books, is Alumni-Alumnae University Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Brown
University.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings Gabriel
Garcia Mérquez, 2014 Strange, wondrous things happen in these two short stories, which are both
the perfect introduction to Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and a wonderful read for anyone who loves the
magic and marvels of his novels.After days of rain, a couple find an old man with huge wings in their




courtyard in 'A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings' - but is he an angel? Accompanying 'A Very Old
Man with Enormous Wings' is the short story 'The Sea of Lost Time', in which a seaside town is
brought back to life by a curious smell of roses.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Exit West Mohsin Hamid, 2017-03-07 FINALIST
FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE & WINNER OF THE L.A. TIMES BOOK PRIZE FOR FICTION and THE
ASPEN WORDS LITERARY PRIZE “It was as if Hamid knew what was going to happen to America
and the world, and gave us a road map to our future... At once terrifying and ... oddly hopeful.”
—Ayelet Waldman, The New York Times Book Review “Moving, audacious, and indelibly human.”
—Entertainment Weekly, “A” rating The New York Times bestselling novel: an astonishingly
visionary love story that imagines the forces that drive ordinary people from their homes into the
uncertain embrace of new lands, from the author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and the
forthcoming The Last White Man. In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people
meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive
love affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling their city. When it
explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to
hear whispers about doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a price. As
the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their
homeland and their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . . . Exit West follows these
remarkable characters as they emerge into an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold on to
each other, to their past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly intimate and powerfully
inventive, it tells an unforgettable story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our
time and for all time.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: What the Living Do Maggie Dwyer, 2018-09-27
Until the age of twelve, Georgia Lee Kay-Stern believed she was Jewish — the story of her Cree birth
family had been kept secret. Now she’s living on her own and attending first year university, and
with her adoptive parents on sabbatical in Costa Rica, the old questions are back. What does it mean
to be Native? How could her life have been different? As Winnipeg is threatened by the flood of the
century, Georgia Lee’s brutal murder sparks a tense cultural clash. Two families wish to claim her
for burial. But Georgia Lee never figured out where she belonged, and now other people have to
decide for her.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma Camilla
Townsend, 2005-09-07 Camilla Townsend's stunning new book, Pocahontas and the Powhatan
Dilemma, differs from all previous biographies of Pocahontas in capturing how similar seventeenth
century Native Americans were--in the way they saw, understood, and struggled to control their
world---not only to the invading British but to ourselves. Neither naive nor innocent, Indians like
Pocahontas and her father, the powerful king Powhatan, confronted the vast might of the English
with sophistication, diplomacy, and violence. Indeed, Pocahontas's life is a testament to the subtle
intelligence that Native Americans, always aware of their material disadvantages, brought against
the military power of the colonizing English. Resistance, espionage, collaboration, deception:
Pocahontas's life is here shown as a road map to Native American strategies of defiance exercised in
the face of overwhelming odds and in the hope for a semblance of independence worth the name.
Townsend's Pocahontas emerges--as a young child on the banks of the Chesapeake, an influential
noblewoman visiting a struggling Jamestown, an English gentlewoman in London--for the first time
in three-dimensions; allowing us to see and sympathize with her people as never before.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Finding Grace Alyssa Brugman, 2009-02-25
RACHEL HAS JUST graduated from high school and thinks she knows everything. Well, maybe not
quite everything. Then she meets the mysterious Mr. Preston, who offers her a live-in job looking
after Grace—a brain injured woman with a lovely house, grasping sisters, feral neighbors, and a box
full of unfinished business. As Rachel tries to cope with the demands of her employment and the
start of college, she’s also determined to fit together the pieces that were Grace’s former life. The
more she finds out about the woman in her care, the more Rachel finds herself. Children’s Book




Council of Australia Awards’ Shortlist for YA

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Solito Javier Zamora, 2022-09-06 New York
Times Bestseller « Read With Jenna Book Club Pick as seen on Today * Winner of the Los Angeles
Times Christopher Isherwood Prize for Autobiography ¢« Winner of the American Library Association
Alex Award A young poet tells the inspiring story of his migration from El Salvador to the United
States at the age of nine in this “gripping memoir” (NPR) of bravery, hope, and finding family.
Finalist for the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction ¢ One of the New York Public
Library’s Ten Best Books of the Year Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence and
the PEN/Open Book Award “I read Solito with my heart in my throat and did not burst into tears
until the last sentence. What a person, what a writer, what a book.”—Emma Straub “A riveting tale
of perseverance and the lengths humans will go to help each other in times of struggle.”—Dave
Eggers ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, NPR, The
Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, Vulture, She Reads, Kirkus Reviews Trip. My parents
started using that word about a year ago—"“one day, you'll take a trip to be with us. Like an
adventure.” Javier Zamora’s adventure is a three-thousand-mile journey from his small town in El
Salvador, through Guatemala and Mexico, and across the U.S. border. He will leave behind his
beloved aunt and grandparents to reunite with a mother who left four years ago and a father he
barely remembers. Traveling alone amid a group of strangers and a “coyote” hired to lead them to
safety, Javier expects his trip to last two short weeks. At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is
rushing into his parents’ arms, snuggling in bed between them, and living under the same roof
again. He cannot foresee the perilous boat trips, relentless desert treks, pointed guns, arrests and
deceptions that await him; nor can he know that those two weeks will expand into two life-altering
months alongside fellow migrants who will come to encircle him like an unexpected family. A
memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate account not only of a
treacherous and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous kindness and love delivered at
the most unexpected moments. Solito is Javier Zamora’s story, but it’s also the story of millions of
others who had no choice but to leave home.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The Man Who Killed the Deer Frank Waters,
2023-09-05 The story of Martiniano, The Man Who Killed the Deer, is a timeless story of Pueblo
Indian sin and redemption, and of the conflict between Indian and white laws; written with a
poetically charged beauty of style, a purity of conception, and a thorough understanding of Native
American values.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: To be of Use Marge Piercy, 2004

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The Zebra Storyteller Spencer Holst, 1993
Fiction. Holst has long been treasured in the underground New York literary scene. His impish
delivery is filled with a childlike delight in tale-spinning, and yet his work is recognized for its
inscrutable mysteries. Containing every story Holst has ever written, nearly a third of them never
before published, this collection should establish Holst's reputation among a wider public. If there is
a single aesthetic preoccupation in these tales, it is with storytelling itself. In the title piece, a
Siamese cat speaks Zebraic,' bewitching zebras so that he is able to kill them, until he meets the
zebra storyteller who has already imagined a Siamese cat speaking Zebraic. This allows him to kill
the cat, and that is the function of the storyteller," Holst concludes. Such postmodern concerns,
however, do not become boorish. Above all, Holst seeks to entertain, not lecture; imagination and
language receive no especial privilege here, but humor always does. In The Language of Cats,' at the
end of one rather long and unsuccessful attempt to describe a confused state of mind, the narrator
resorts to: imagine how the world would appear to a person after finishing such a ridiculously
lengthy, pointless sentence.' Such authorial winks give a hint of what it is like to be in the presence
of this master of the told tale--Publisher's Weekly.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Dar and the Spear Thrower Marjorie Cowley,
1994 A young boy living 15,000 years ago in southeastern France is initiated into manhood by his
clan and sets off on a journey to trade his valuable fire rocks for an ivory spear thrower.



eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Orange Is the New Black Piper Kerman,
2010-04-06 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER « NOW A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES With a
career, a boyfriend, and a loving family, Piper Kerman barely resembles the reckless young woman
who delivered a suitcase of drug money ten years before. But that past has caught up with her.
Convicted and sentenced to fifteen months at the infamous federal correctional facility in Danbury,
Connecticut, the well-heeled Smith College alumna is now inmate #11187-424—one of the millions
of people who disappear “down the rabbit hole” of the American penal system. From her first strip
search to her final release, Kerman learns to navigate this strange world with its strictly enforced
codes of behavior and arbitrary rules. She meets women from all walks of life, who surprise her with
small tokens of generosity, hard words of wisdom, and simple acts of acceptance. Heartbreaking,
hilarious, and at times enraging, Kerman's story offers a rare look into the lives of women in
prison—why it is we lock so many away and what happens to them when they’re there. Praise for
Orange Is the New Black “Fascinating . . . The true subject of this unforgettable book is female
bonding and the ties that even bars can’t unbind.”—People (four stars) “I loved this book. It’s a story
rich with humor, pathos, and redemption. What I did not expect from this memoir was the affection,
compassion, and even reverence that Piper Kerman demonstrates for all the women she encountered
while she was locked away in jail. I will never forget it.”—Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love
“This book is impossible to put down because [Kerman] could be you. Or your best friend. Or your
daughter.”—Los Angeles Times “Moving . . . transcends the memoir genre’s usual self-centeredness
to explore how human beings can always surprise you.”—USA Today “It’s a compelling awakening,
and a harrowing one—both for the reader and for Kerman.”—Newsweek

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The Land of Counterpane Robert Louis
Stevenson, 2011-08 Presents an illustrated poem from Robert Louis Stevenson's A Child's Garden of
Verses.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Ruby of Cochin Ruby Daniel, Barbara C.
Johnson, 2001-10-01

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Two-minute Mysteries Donald J. Sobol, 1991 A
collection of 158 mini-mysteries in which readers play Dr. Watson to master-detective Dr. Haledjian.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Exploring Identity in Literature and Life Stories
Guri Barstad, Karen P. Knutsen, Elin Nesje Vestli, 2019-07-12 Today, globalization, migration and
political polarization complicate the individual’s search for a cohesive identity, making identity
formation and transformation key issues in everyday life. This collection of essays highlights a
number of the dimensions of identity, including cultural hybridity, religion, ethnicity, profession,
gender, sexuality, and childhood, and explores how they are thematized in different narratives. The
stories discussed are set in Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, France, Germany, Great Britain, Haiti,
India, Israel, Japan, Polynesia, Norway, Romania, Spain and South Africa, emphasizing today’s
international focus on identity. The majority of the contributions here focus on literary texts, while
others investigate identity formations in interviews, language corpora, student reading logs, film,
theatre and pathographies.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Cut Cathy Glass, 2008 In her new book, the no.1
bestselling author of Damaged tells the story of the Dawn, a sweet and seemingly well-balanced girl
whose outward appearance masks a traumatic childhood of suffering at the hands of the very people
who should have cared for her.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: The Kayak Debbie Spring, 2010-03-11 Teresa is
in a wheelchair after being hit by a car while jogging, she finds peace and power in kayaking, then
she rescues a windsurfer and it changes the course of her life.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Hills Like White Elephants Ernest
Hemingway, 2023-01-01 A couple’s future hangs in the balance as they wait for a train in a Spanish
café in this short story by a Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning author. At a small café in rural Spain, a
man and woman have a conversation while they wait for their train to Madrid. The subtle, casual
nature of their talk masks a more complicated situation that could endanger the future of their



relationship. First published in the 1927 collection Men Without Women, “Hills Like White
Elephants” exemplifies Ernest Hemingway's style of spare, tight prose that continues to win readers
over to this day.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Barnum's Bones Tracey Fern, 2012-05-22
Barnum Brown's (1873-1963) parents named him after the circus icon P.T. Barnum, hoping that he
would do something extraordinary--and he did! As a paleonotologist for the American Museum of
Natural History, he discovered the first documented skeleton of the Tyrannosaurus Rex, as well as
most of the other dinosaurs on display there today. An appealing and fun picture book biography,
with zany and stunning illustrations by Boris Kulikov, BARNUM'S BONES captures the spirit of this
remarkable man. Barnum's Bones is one The Washington Post's Best Kids Books of 2012.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Maud Martha Gwendolyn Brooks, 1993
Symbolising some of the author's most provocative writing, this novel captures the essence of Black
life, and recognises the beauty and strength that lies within each of us.

eleven by sandra cisneros literary analysis: Ella Minnow Pea Mark Dunn, 2010-05-22 An
epistolary novel set on a fictional island off the South Carolina coastline, 'Ella Minnow Pea' brings
readers to the hometown of Nevin Nollop, inventor of the pangram '"The Quick Brown Fox Jumps
Over the Lazy Dog'. Deified for his achievement in life, Nevin has been honored in death with a
monument featuring his famous phrase. One day, however, the letter 'Z' falls from the monument,
and some of the islanders interpret the missing tile as a message from beyond the grave. The letter
'Z' is banned from use. On an island where the residents pride them-selves on their love of language,
this is seen as a tragedy. They are still reeling from the shock when another tile falls. And then
another... In his charming debut, first published in 2001, Mark Dunn took readers on a journey
through the eyes of Ella Minnow Pea, a young woman forced to create another clever turn of phrase
in order to save the islanders’ beloved language.
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