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EPMD Unfinished Business: Hip Hop Isn't Dead

Introduction:

Exploring the Enduring Legacy of EPMD and Their Impact on
Hip Hop's Continued Relevance
The legendary hip-hop duo EPMD, Erick Sermon and Parrish Smith, left an undeniable mark on the
genre. Their influence resonates even today, proving that their "unfinished business" continues to
inspire and shape modern hip-hop. This article delves into their enduring impact, examining their
musical contributions, their entrepreneurial spirit, and how their legacy speaks volumes about hip-
hop's persistent vitality, defying claims of its demise. We'll explore why, despite shifts in the musical
landscape, EPMD's influence remains profoundly felt in contemporary hip-hop, directly refuting the
often-heard lament "Hip Hop Is Dead."

Article Outline:

I. EPMD's Musical Innovation and Influence: Breaking down their unique sound and its lasting effects.
II. The Business Acumen of EPMD: Highlighting their entrepreneurial success and impact on the
industry.
III. EPMD's Legacy in Modern Hip Hop: Examining how their style and approach continue to inspire
today's artists.
IV. The "Unfinished Business" Metaphor: Analyzing its meaning within the context of EPMD's career
and continued relevance.
V. Debunking the "Hip Hop is Dead" Narrative: Using EPMD's enduring influence as evidence to the
contrary.

I. EPMD's Musical Innovation and Influence:

EPMD's Unique Blend of Hardcore and Funky Beats Defined a
Generation
Their signature sound, a potent blend of hard-hitting beats and laid-back, storytelling rhymes, carved
a distinct niche within the landscape of 80s and 90s hip-hop.

The "Strictly Business" Approach Revolutionized Hip Hop's
Production and Lyrical Style.
Their debut album established a blueprint for future artists, highlighting the importance of strong
production and relatable narratives.



EPMD's Influence on Sampling and Beatmaking is Widely
Recognized Throughout Hip Hop History.
Their innovative use of samples, often from obscure funk and soul records, significantly influenced
subsequent generations of producers.

II. The Business Acumen of EPMD:

EPMD's Founding of Hit Squad Records Demonstrated Their
Entrepreneurial Prowess.
They didn't just create music; they built an empire, showcasing the importance of business savvy
within the hip-hop industry.

Their Independent Label Provided a Platform for Emerging
Artists, Showing Vision and Mentorship.
Hit Squad became a launching pad for talents like Redman and K-Solo, furthering their legacy beyond
their own music.

EPMD's Business Model Served as a Template for Independent
Artists Navigating the Music Industry.
Their success proved that artists could control their own destinies, bypassing major labels and
building lasting careers on their own terms.

III. EPMD's Legacy in Modern Hip Hop:

Contemporary Artists Still Sample and Reference EPMD's
Work, a Testament to Their Enduring Influence.
From underground artists to mainstream stars, EPMD's impact is undeniably felt in today’s hip-hop
scene.

The Storytelling Tradition Established by EPMD Continues to
Resonate in Modern Hip Hop Lyrics.
Their focus on relatable narratives and authentic street tales has influenced generations of rappers.



EPMD's Emphasis on Strong Beats and Production Remains a
Cornerstone of Hip Hop's Foundation.
Their production techniques are still studied and emulated by aspiring producers.

IV. The "Unfinished Business" Metaphor:

The Phrase "Unfinished Business" Reflects EPMD's Continued
Relevance Despite the Passage of Time.
It implies that their impact extends beyond their discography, suggesting an ongoing dialogue and
legacy.

The "Unfinished Business" Can Be Interpreted as Their
Continued Influence on Hip Hop Culture.
Their work is constantly being rediscovered and appreciated by new generations of fans.

EPMD's "Unfinished Business" Represents the Unending
Evolution and Growth of Hip Hop Itself.
Their story is intertwined with the ongoing evolution and dynamism of the genre, reflecting its
enduring strength.

V. Debunking the "Hip Hop is Dead" Narrative:

EPMD's Enduring Popularity and Influence Directly Contradicts
the Claim That Hip Hop is Dead.
Their continued relevance serves as a powerful rebuttal to this often-heard assertion.

The Ongoing Impact of EPMD on Modern Hip Hop Shows the
Genre's Vitality and Constant Adaptation.
Their legacy underlines the genre’s resilience and capacity for reinvention.

The Continued Success of Independent Artists, Inspired by



EPMD's Model, Proves the Genre's Thriving Independent
Scene.
EPMD's entrepreneurial spirit has inspired a new generation of independent artists, proving that hip
hop isn't confined to major labels.

Conclusion:

EPMD's influence extends far beyond their catalog of hit records. Their "unfinished business" is the
ongoing impact they have on the culture, their pioneering spirit in independent music, and their
enduring musical legacy. Their story refutes the notion that hip-hop is dead. Instead, it demonstrates
the genre's remarkable adaptability and enduring power, a testament to the artistry and
entrepreneurship of Erick Sermon and Parrish Smith. EPMD’s legacy serves as a vital reminder that
hip-hop is constantly evolving, yet its core values – raw talent, authentic storytelling, and
groundbreaking production – remain as potent as ever.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: What makes EPMD so influential? A: Their unique blend of hard-hitting beats, relatable lyrics, and
innovative sampling techniques, combined with their shrewd business sense, set a precedent for
many future artists.

Q: How did EPMD impact the hip-hop business? A: They successfully founded their own record label,
Hit Squad, proving that artists could thrive outside the major label system and nurture other talent.

Q: Why is the phrase "unfinished business" relevant to EPMD? A: It signifies their continued presence
and influence within hip-hop culture, even after their active recording period. Their legacy continues
to inspire new artists and generations of fans.

Q: Does EPMD's success disprove the "hip-hop is dead" argument? A: Absolutely. Their continued
relevance and the continued influence of their music and business model serve as powerful
counterarguments to that statement.
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  epmd unfinished business hiphopisntdead: Behind the Beat Raph, 2005 The revealing
photographs found within the pages of Behind the Beat expose the creative spaces of top DJ's and
music producers from the UK and US. This book is an open invitation to step into the private world
of the hip hop home studio and discover its inner workings. Featured are the studios and equipment
of some of the most influential music creators working today including: DJ Premier Dj Spinna, Skitz,
Nextmen, Taskforce, Dj Swamp, Dj Cheapshot, E-Swift, Beyond There, Kut masta kurt, Fat jack,
Herbaliser, Runaways, Jehst, Beatminerz, Dj Shadow, dj design, Dan the Automator, Chief Xcel,
Braintax, Young Einstein, Numark, Cut chemist, Thes one, J zone and Mario Caldato Jnr. Includes an



Audio CD with tracks from featured DJs and labels.
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