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Ethical Obligations & Decision Making in Accounting: A
Comprehensive Guide

Introduction:

The accounting profession rests on a bedrock of trust. Accountants are entrusted with sensitive financial
information, impacting businesses, investors, and even entire economies. This trust necessitates unwavering
ethical conduct. However, the complexities of modern finance often present challenging ethical dilemmas. This
comprehensive guide delves into the crucial ethical obligations faced by accountants and provides a
structured framework for sound ethical decision-making in accounting. We'll explore key ethical codes, common
ethical conflicts, and practical strategies for navigating morally ambiguous situations, equipping you with
the knowledge and tools to maintain the highest professional standards.

I. Defining Ethical Obligations in Accounting:

Ethical obligations in accounting are not merely suggestions; they are fundamental principles that guide
professional conduct. These obligations stem from various sources, including professional accounting bodies
(like the AICPA and ACCA), legal frameworks, and societal expectations. Key ethical obligations encompass:

Integrity: Maintaining honesty and straightforwardness in all professional dealings. This includes avoiding
conflicts of interest, refusing bribes, and ensuring transparency in financial reporting.
Objectivity: Presenting financial information fairly and without bias, regardless of pressure from clients or
superiors. Objectivity demands impartiality and the avoidance of personal feelings influencing professional
judgments.
Confidentiality: Protecting sensitive client information from unauthorized disclosure. This obligation persists
even after the professional relationship ends.
Competence: Maintaining professional expertise through continuous learning and adhering to professional
standards. This includes staying updated on relevant accounting regulations and utilizing appropriate
methodologies.
Professional Behavior: Conducting oneself with courtesy, respect, and professionalism in all interactions with
colleagues, clients, and the public. This encompasses avoiding any actions that could bring disrepute to the
profession.

II. Common Ethical Conflicts Faced by Accountants:

Accountants frequently encounter situations that challenge their ethical obligations. Some common dilemmas
include:

Pressure from Clients or Management: The pressure to manipulate financial statements to meet unrealistic
targets or to conceal unfavorable information is a pervasive ethical challenge.
Conflicts of Interest: Simultaneously serving two clients with potentially conflicting interests can create
ethical dilemmas, requiring careful consideration of independence and objectivity.
Whistleblowing: Reporting unethical or illegal activities within an organization can lead to professional
repercussions, creating a conflict between ethical obligations and self-preservation.
Technological Advancements: The increasing reliance on technology introduces new ethical challenges related
to data security, algorithmic bias, and the potential for manipulation of financial data.
Globalization and Cross-Cultural Differences: Operating in a globalized environment presents challenges in
navigating diverse cultural norms and ethical standards.

III. A Framework for Ethical Decision-Making in Accounting:

Navigating ethical dilemmas requires a structured approach. A practical framework can involve the following
steps:



Identify the Ethical Issue: Clearly define the ethical problem and the stakeholders involved.1.

Gather Relevant Information: Collect all pertinent facts and assess the potential consequences of2.
different courses of action.

Consider Ethical Principles: Apply relevant ethical codes and principles, such as those outlined by3.
professional accounting bodies.

Evaluate Options and Consequences: Weigh the potential benefits and drawbacks of each alternative4.
solution, considering the impact on all stakeholders.

Consult with Others: Seek advice from mentors, colleagues, or ethical advisors if necessary.5.

Document the Decision-Making Process: Maintain a record of the ethical dilemma, the considerations made,6.
and the final decision reached.

Implement the Decision and Evaluate Results: Act on the chosen solution and monitor its effectiveness. Be7.
prepared to adapt if necessary.

IV. The Role of Professional Accounting Bodies:

Professional accounting bodies play a crucial role in upholding ethical standards. They establish codes of
conduct, provide guidance on ethical dilemmas, and offer disciplinary processes for violations. These bodies
also provide continuing professional development opportunities to enhance accountants’ ethical awareness
and competence.

V. The Importance of Continuous Professional Development:

The accounting landscape is constantly evolving, with new regulations, technologies, and ethical challenges
emerging regularly. Continuous professional development (CPD) is essential for accountants to stay abreast
of these changes and to maintain their ethical competence. CPD programs often include modules on ethics,
professional responsibility, and relevant legal updates.
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Name: Navigating the Moral Maze: Ethical Decision-Making in Accounting

Outline:

Introduction: The importance of ethics in accounting and the overview of the guide.
Chapter 1: Core Ethical Principles: Defining integrity, objectivity, confidentiality, competence, and professional
behavior. Examples of violations and their consequences.
Chapter 2: Common Ethical Dilemmas: Detailed analysis of pressure from clients, conflicts of interest,
whistleblowing, technological challenges, and cross-cultural issues. Case studies illustrating these
dilemmas.
Chapter 3: A Framework for Ethical Decision-Making: A step-by-step guide, including identifying the issue,
gathering information, applying ethical principles, evaluating options, consulting others, documenting the
process, and evaluating results.
Chapter 4: The Role of Professional Organizations: Discussion of the role of organizations like AICPA and
ACCA in setting ethical standards and providing guidance.
Chapter 5: Continuous Professional Development (CPD): The importance of CPD in maintaining ethical
competence and staying updated on evolving regulations.
Conclusion: Recap of key ethical obligations and the importance of ethical conduct for the future of the



accounting profession.

(The detailed content for each chapter would follow the structure and information provided in the main body
of the blog post above.)

FAQs:

What is the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct? The AICPA Code outlines ethical principles and rules1.
governing the conduct of CPAs in the United States.

What should I do if I suspect unethical behavior in my workplace? Document your concerns, consult1.
with a supervisor or ethics officer, and consider reporting the issue to the appropriate regulatory
authority if necessary.

How can I improve my ethical decision-making skills? Engage in regular ethical reflection, participate in1.
CPD programs focusing on ethics, and seek mentorship from experienced professionals.

What are the penalties for violating ethical standards? Penalties can range from reprimands and fines to1.
suspension or revocation of professional licenses.

How does globalization affect ethical considerations in accounting? Globalization presents challenges1.
in navigating diverse cultural norms and ethical standards, requiring a nuanced approach to ethical
decision-making.

What role does technology play in ethical dilemmas in accounting? Technology introduces new1.
challenges related to data security, algorithmic bias, and the potential for manipulation of financial
data.

What is whistleblowing, and when is it justified? Whistleblowing is the act of reporting unethical or1.
illegal activities within an organization. It is justified when it is necessary to protect the public interest
or prevent serious harm.

How can I avoid conflicts of interest in my accounting practice? Disclose any potential conflicts of1.
interest to clients, avoid situations that could create conflicts, and seek advice from ethical advisors
if needed.



What are the key differences between ethical and legal obligations in accounting? Ethical obligations go1.
beyond legal requirements; they encompass professional principles and values that guide conduct even
when not mandated by law.

Related Articles:

The AICPA Code of Professional Conduct: A Deep Dive: An in-depth analysis of the key principles and1.
rules within the AICPA Code.

Ethical Dilemmas in Auditing: Case Studies and Solutions: Examines real-world examples of ethical2.
challenges encountered in auditing.

The Importance of Confidentiality in Accounting: Explores the significance of protecting client3.
information and the consequences of breaches.

Navigating Conflicts of Interest in Accounting Practice: Provides practical strategies for identifying4.
and managing conflicts of interest.

Whistleblowing in Accounting: Rights, Responsibilities, and Risks: A comprehensive guide to5.
whistleblowing, including legal protections and potential consequences.

The Impact of Technology on Ethical Decision-Making in Accounting: Discusses the ethical challenges6.
posed by automation, AI, and data analytics.

Ethical Considerations in International Accounting: Explores the complexities of navigating ethical7.
standards in a globalized world.

Continuous Professional Development for Accountants: Ethics and Beyond: Highlights the importance of8.
CPD in maintaining ethical competence and professional knowledge.

The Role of Professional Judgment in Ethical Accounting Decisions: Examines the importance of9.
professional judgment in resolving ethical dilemmas.
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Decision-Making in Accounting: Text and Cases Mintz, 2016-04-16 E-book: Ethical Obligations and
Decision-Making in Accounting: Text and Cases
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethical Obligations and Decision-Making
in Accounting: Text and Cases Steven Mintz, Roselyn Morris, 2007-02-20 Ethical Obligations and
Decision-Making in Accounting gives students a robust ethical framework that is crucial for
accountants in the post-Enron era. Incorporating the principles of the AICPA code and other systems
of ethics, Mintz and Morris show accounting students how a commitment to ethics can enable
accounting professionals to meet their ethical obligations both to investors and creditors. No other
book so comprehensively examines the elements of the financial reporting system - including the
ethics of the internal control environment and the effectiveness of board of director and audit
committee oversight - that determine the ethical standard of the accounting process.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethics in Accounting Gordon Klein,
2015-12-17 ETHICS in ACCOUNTING Did you Know? This book is available as a Wiley E-Text. The
Wiley E-Text is a complete digital version of the text that makes time spent studying more efficient.
Course materials can be accessed on a desktop, laptop, or mobile device—so that learning can take



place anytime, anywhere. A more affordable alternative to traditional print, the Wiley E-Text creates
a flexible user experience: ✓ Access on-the-go ✓ Search across content ✓ Highlight and take notes ✓
Save money! The Wiley E-Text can be purchased in the following ways: Via your campus bookstore:
Wiley E-Text: Powered by VitalSource® ISBN 978-1-118-93904-8 Directly from:
www.wiley.com/college/klein
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethical Obligations and Decision Making
in Accounting Steven M. Mintz, William F. Miller (Accounting professor), 2025 Steven M. Mintz and
William F. Miller's Ethical Obligations and Decision Making in Accounting: Text and Cases has been
on the market for more than twenty years. The 2025 release of the textbook is distinguished by
ninety-six thoughtprovoking and highly relevant ethics cases, and I am excited to see it includes
sixteen new accounting ethics cases including FTX and Sam Bankman-Fried, The Collapse of SVB
and Signature Bank, and the Ethical Use of ChatGPT. The text also covers a broad array of topics:
personal and organizational ethics, ethics theory, ethical reasoning and decision making, the
psychology of human behavior, accounting codes of conduct, corporate governance, earnings
management, financial statement fraud, auditor duties and responsibilities, and whistleblowing--
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Accounting Ethics Ronald F. Duska,
Brenda Shay Duska, Kenneth Wm. Kury, 2018-11-28 A trusted resource on the complex ethical
questions that define the accounting profession An accountant’s practice depends on making
difficult decisions. To achieve the best results, individual accountants and accounting firms need a
clear understanding of the ethical duties and decision-making involved in the four major functions of
modern accounting—auditing, management accounting, tax accounting, and consulting—as well as a
strong sense of ethical conduct to guide the certification and validation of reliable financial records.
Now in its third edition, Accounting Ethics is a thorough and engaging exploration of the ethical
issues that accountants encounter in their professional lives. Since the publication of the first edition
in 2002, Accounting Ethics has become an indispensable resource for accounting courses and
certification programs worldwide, known for its focus on real-world application, practical advice,
reader-friendly guidance, and its insight into the effects of global change on the profession. Together
with coverage of the contemporary regulatory environment—including the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, the
Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, and the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act—this revised edition features expanded pedagogical resources such as new
end-of-chapter case studies and discussion questions, and includes the updated AICPA Code of
Conduct. Concise and dependable, Accounting Ethics sustains its reputation as an authoritative
resource for practicing accountants, new professionals, students of accounting, and those who are
considering the profession.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS AND
DECISION-MAKING IN ACCOUNTING STEVEN. MINTZ, 2016
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethical Obligations and
Decision-Making in Accounting Executive Director Steven Mintz, Roselyn Morris, 2013-10-04
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: The Routledge Handbook of Accounting
Ethics Eileen Z. Taylor, Paul F. Williams, 2020-12-29 The perspective of this book is to present ethics
as a conversation about how we decide what is good or bad, right or wrong. It is a collection of
conversations employed by educators to assist accounting students in developing their
understanding of accounting's ethical aspects and to help them develop into critical thinkers who
consider the ethical complexities of the function of accounting in human society. Because we are
social beings, ethics is a central human concern, since it involves determining the ethicality of
human actions and their effect on other individuals, as well as determining the collective societal
acceptance or rejection of an action. Thus, the book’s primary goal is to call attention to the
intersectionality of accounting and ethics and to encourage students and researchers to consider the
ethical implications of accounting decisions. The book contains a diversity of perspectives within
which discussions of accountants' and accounting's ethical responsibilities may occur. The
contributing authors were deliberately chosen for their diverse perspectives on whence moral



guidance for accounting may come. Each chapter stands on its own and represents the thinking of
its authors. The book is not a primer on correct behavior for accountants but a place where
educators may spur the conversation along.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Accounting Ethics Philip G. Cottell,
Terry M. Perlin, 1990-06-22 Written for professional and aspiring accountants, this book addresses
the specific ethical issues that accountants are often obliged to resolve in the context of their work.
The authors, an accountant and an ethicist, take a case-based, pragmatic approach to the subject,
examining real life dilemmas often faced in the practice of accountancy. Each chapter investigates a
specific issue, such as whistle-blowing or the implications of independence, and includes several
case studies that put the theoretical analysis into practical perspective. Throughout, Cottell and
Perlin seek to go beyond the codes of professional behavior to confront the subtle personal,
corporate, and governmental pressures that make ethical decision making difficult. In an era in
which accountants have been tried publicly for aiding in corporate fraud, Accounting Ethics provides
a careful and welcome exploration of the moral issues faced almost daily by professionals in the
field. Following an introductory chapter that raises fundamental questions about accountability, the
authors analyze and interpret the three different systems from which ethical considerations are
born--deontologism, utilitarianism, and ethical realism. Subsequent chapters examine particular
types of conflicts. Among the topics that receive extended treatment are moral conflicts within the
firm, the issue of independence, whistle-blowing as an option, legal requirements and ethical duties,
difficulties in relationships among professionals, questions of sexual difference and discrimination,
and accounting's responsibility to society. Specialized jargon is kept to a minimum, making this an
excellent resource for anyone practicing or considering a career in the accounting profession.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Accounting Ethics Iris Stuart, Bruce
Stuart, Lars J. T. Pedersen, 2014-09-23 Balancing both technical proficiency and ethical sensibility,
Accounting Ethics provides a decision model approach to accounting, aiding both student
comprehension and supporting the instructor in emphasizing the key elements of the decision
process that shapes the technically and ethically competent professional accountant. Includes a
decision model which guides students through the process of ethical decision making. Emphasizes
the individual accountant’s decision making on both technical and ethical matters. Provides a focus
on technical competencies and teaches students how to apply their knowledge through the provision
of exercises and cases. Author team includes a blend of skills and experience: a philosopher, an
accountant and an expert in business ethics. Strong pedagogical framework that includes study
questions, review lists of chapter ‘take-ways’, and review checklists of key ideas. Provides an
international perspective on fraud issues.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Loose Leaf Ethical Obligations and
Decision Making in Accounting: Text and Cases Roselyn E. Morris, Steven M Mintz, 2019-01-16
The overriding philosophy of this text is to provide the instructor with comprehensive coverage of
ethical and professional issues encountered by accounting professionals. The book is devoted to
helping students cultivate the ethical commitment needed to ensure that their work meets the
highest standards of integrity, independence, and objectivity. Ethical Obligations and Decision
Making in Accounting is designed to provide the instructor with the best flexibility and pedagogical
effectiveness of any book on the market. To that end, it includes numerous features designed to
make both learning and teaching easier.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Loose Leaf Ethical Obligations for
Decision Making: Text and Cases Roselyn E. Morris, Steven M. Mintz, 2016-02-02 The overriding
philosophy of this text is to provide the instructor with comprehensive coverage of ethical and
professional issues encountered by accounting professionals. The book is devoted to helping
students cultivate the ethical commitment needed to ensure that their work meets the highest
standards of integrity, independence, and objectivity. Ethical Obligations and Decision Making in
Accounting is designed to provide the instructor with the best flexibility and pedagogical
effectiveness of any book on the market. To that end, it includes numerous features designed to



make both learning and teaching easier.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Loose Leaf Ethical Obligations and
Decision Making in Accounting: Text and Cases Steven M. Mintz, William F. Miller, 2022-01-31
This text provides comprehensive coverage of the ethical and professional issues that accounting
professionals encounter, and helps students cultivate the ethical commitment needed to ensure that
their work meets the highest standards of integrity, independence, and objectivity. Ethical
Obligations and Decision Making in Accounting is designed to provide instructors with the best
flexibility and pedagogical effectiveness of any book on the market. To that end, it includes
numerous features designed to make both learning and teaching easier.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Research on Professional
Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting Cynthia Jeffrey, 2004-09-17 High-quality research and
case studies that focus on the professional responsibilities of accountants and how they deal with the
ethical issues they face. This series features articles on a broad range of important and timely topics,
including professionalism, social responsibility, ethical judgment, and accountability.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: The Seven Signs of Ethical Collapse
Marianne M. Jennings, 2006-08-22 Do you want to make sure you · Don't invest your money in the
next Enron? · Don't go to work for the next WorldCom right before the crash? · Identify and solve
problems in your organization before they send it crashing to the ground? Marianne Jennings has
spent a lifetime studying business ethics---and ethical failures. In demand nationwide as a speaker
and analyst on business ethics, she takes her decades of findings and shows us in The Seven Signs of
Ethical Collapse the reasons that companies and nonprofits undergo ethical collapse, including: ·
Pressure to maintain numbers · Fear and silence · Young 'uns and a larger-than-life CEO · A weak
board · Conflicts · Innovation like no other · Belief that goodness in some areas atones for
wrongdoing in others Don't watch the next accounting disaster take your hard-earned savings, or
accept the perfect job only to find out your boss is cooking the books. If you're just interested in
understanding the (not-so) ethical underpinnings of business today, The Seven Signs of Ethical
Collapse is both a must-have tool and a fascinating window into today's business world.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Final Accounting Barbara Ley Toffler,
Jennifer Reingold, 2004-04-13 A withering exposé of the unethical practices that triggered the
indictment and collapse of the legendary accounting firm. Arthur Andersen's conviction on
obstruction of justice charges related to the Enron debacle spelled the abrupt end of the 88-year-old
accounting firm. Until recently, the venerable firm had been regarded as the accounting profession's
conscience. In Final Accounting, Barbara Ley Toffler, former Andersen partner-in-charge of
Andersen's Ethics & Responsible Business Practices consulting services, reveals that the symptoms
of Andersen's fatal disease were evident long before Enron. Drawing on her expertise as a social
scientist and her experience as an Andersen insider, Toffler chronicles how a culture of arrogance
and greed infected her company and led to enormous lapses in judgment among her peers. Final
Accounting exposes the slow deterioration of values that led not only to Enron but also to the earlier
financial scandals of other Andersen clients, including Sunbeam and Waste Management, and
illustrates the practices that paved the way for the accounting fiascos at WorldCom and other major
companies. Chronicling the inner workings of Andersen at the height of its success, Toffler reveals
the making of an Android, the peculiar process of employee indoctrination into the Andersen culture;
how Androids—both accountants and consultants--lived the mantra keep the client happy; and how
internal infighting and billing your brains out rather than quality work became the all-important
goals. Toffler was in a position to know when something was wrong. In her earlier role as ethics
consultant, she worked with over 60 major companies and was an internationally renowned expert at
spotting and correcting ethical lapses. Toffler traces the roots of Andersen's ethical missteps, and
shows the gradual decay of a once-proud culture. Uniquely qualified to discuss the personalities and
principles behind one of the greatest shake-ups in United States history, Toffler delivers a chilling
report with important ramifications for CEOs and individual investors alike.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Contemporary Reflections on



Business Ethics Ronald F. Duska, 2007-01-15 Over 30 years Ronald F. Duska has established
himself as one of the leading scholars in business ethics. This book presents Duska’s articles the
years on ethics, business ethics, teaching ethics, agency theory, postmodernism, employee rights,
and ethics in accounting and the financial services industry. These reflect his underlying
philosophical concerns and their application to real-world challenges — a method that might be
called an Aristotelian common-sense approach to ethical decision making.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Introduction to Business Lawrence J.
Gitman, Carl McDaniel, Amit Shah, Monique Reece, Linda Koffel, Bethann Talsma, James C. Hyatt,
2024-09-16 Introduction to Business covers the scope and sequence of most introductory business
courses. The book provides detailed explanations in the context of core themes such as customer
satisfaction, ethics, entrepreneurship, global business, and managing change. Introduction to
Business includes hundreds of current business examples from a range of industries and geographic
locations, which feature a variety of individuals. The outcome is a balanced approach to the theory
and application of business concepts, with attention to the knowledge and skills necessary for
student success in this course and beyond. This is an adaptation of Introduction to Business by
OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were
made to ensure a better ebook reading experience. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethical Asset Valuation and the
Good Society Christian Gollier, 2017-10-31 For all of their focus on asset prices, financial
economists rarely ask if assets are priced ethically—that is, if their prices are compatible with the
public good. Yet in a world facing major, possibly catastrophic problems—global warming, for
instance, and growing inequality—it is now more important than ever that we allocate capital to
projects that will benefit society as a whole, not just today but far into the future. In this book,
Christian Gollier develops a powerful method for transforming our societal goals of collective
prosperity into the cornerstone of our financial decision making. Ethical Asset Valuation and the
Good Society starts by stating transparent moral principles and, from these, derives simple rules
that can be used to evaluate saving and investment decisions in terms of the public good. Rather
than trying to explain observed asset prices, Gollier derives what these prices ought to be in order to
direct capital toward socially desirable investments. He focuses especially on the two prices that
drive most financial decisions—the price of time as reflected in the interest rate and the price of
risk—and explores the role these play in our long-term planning. If investment projects in renewable
energy could be financed at a lower interest rate than those linked to fossil fuels, for instance, the
energy transition would be easier to accomplish. Building on criticism of the short-term thinking of
financial markets, Gollier suggests ways to shift investment toward the future through the
discounting of the valuation of assets and investments with long-term benefits. In this sophisticated
but accessible work, Gollier builds a bridge between welfare economics and finance theory to
provide a framework for ethical valuation capable of establishing what asset prices should be on the
basis of our shared moral values.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Business Ethics O. C. Ferrell, 1990-12
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Research Methods in Accounting
Malcolm Smith, 2003-05-27 Providing a clear and concise overview of the conduct of applied
research studies in accounting, Malcolm Smith presents the principal building blocks of how to
implement research in accounting and related fields.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Management Accounting in Public
Service Decision Making Malcolm J. Prowle, 2020-12-28 Radical changes to public service delivery
have swept across many regions of the world. Management accounting methods are vital to support
operational and strategic decision making in public services internationally. This book provides a
comprehensive and “leading-edge” guide to the topic. Written by an expert scholar with practical
experience of public service delivery, the book takes account of key trends such as increased
demand for public services, financial austerity, technological change and enhanced performance



management. A globally relevant book, informed by cutting edge academic research and benefitting
from integrated case studies, this is essential reading for both students and practitioners involved
with the financial aspects of public services management.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Accounting for the Public Interest
Steven Mintz, 2013-10-04 This volume explores the opportunities and challenges facing the
accounting profession in an increasingly globalized business and financial reporting environment. It
looks back at past experiences of the profession in attempting to meet its public interest obligation.
It examines the role and responsibilities of accounting to society including regulatory requirements,
increased emphasis on corporate social responsibility, accounting fraud and whistle-blowing
implications, internationalization of public interest obligations, and providing the education needed
to be successful. The book incorporates an ethical dimension in making these assessments. Its focus
is a conceptual, theoretical one drawing on classical philosophy, the sociology of professions,
economic theory, and the public interest dimension of accountants as professionals. The authors of
papers are long-time contributors to the annual symposium on Research in Accounting Ethics
sponsored by the Public Interest Section of the AAA.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Beyond Happiness and Meaning Steven
Mintz, 2019-07-02 Should you make provocative comments on social media? Should you act in your
own self-interest and ignore others? How can you develop meaningful relationships in life and the
workplace? Should you or should you not? These are the questions of ethical behavior. In Beyond
Happiness and Meaning, Dr. Steven Mintz will show you how to make decisions that make life worth
living. It goes beyond enhancing our own well-being to improving the lives of others. Life is a contact
sport that requires us to leave our comfort zone and engage with others, learn how to do good
things, make the right choices, and follow the ethical path. At the end of the journey, you will learn
how to transform your life and achieve true happiness and meaning. Unique in its approach and rich
with everyday ethical dilemmas, Mintz brings to life the process of ethical decision-making that can
improve your life and the life of others and bring back civility to society.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethics for International Business John
Kline, 2010-07-27 The newly-updated version of this groundbreaking textbook continues to provide a
topical and relevant analysis of the ethical dimensions of conducting business in a global political
economy. From a starting point of applied ethics, the book introduces a common set of normative
terms and analytical tools for examining and discussing real case scenarios.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Contemporary Tax Practice John O.
Everett, Cherie J. Hennig, Nancy Brown Nichols, 2008 Contemporary Tax Practice: Research,
Planning and Strategies will change the way you teach your tax research course, and the way future
professionals learn how to perform tax research. This all new text provides a solid foundation of tax
research skills by teaching the nuances of conducting tax research in today's environment. The book
then provides exposure to frequently encountered tax planning topics and strategies, better
preparing users for their future in tax practice.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Financial Accounting Theory and
Analysis Richard G. Schroeder, Myrtle W. Clark, Jack M. Cathey, 2019-10-01 Financial Accounting
Theory and Analysis: Text and Cases, 13th Edition illustrates how accounting standards impact the
daily decisions of accounting professionals. This authoritative textbook shows how accounting theory
explains why particular companies select certain accounting methods over others, and predicts the
attributes of firms by analyzing their accounting methods. The text examines empirical research
relevant to various theories of accounting and the uses of accounting information, including the
fundamental analysis model, the efficient markets hypothesis, the behavioral finance model, the
positive accounting theory model, the human information processing model, and the value creation
model. Enabling students to develop an informed perspective on accounting theory, the text reviews
the development and current state of accounting theory and summarizes current disclosure
requirements for various financial statement items. The new edition has been fully revised to reflect
current methods of accounting education, including the incorporation of ethics into the curriculum,



the analysis of a company’s quality of earnings and sustainable income, the use of the internet as a
source of information, the international dimensions of accounting, and more. Designed for
undergraduate and graduate accounting majors, the text aligns with the latest curriculum changes
in the CPA exam.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Sales Management Thomas N. Ingram,
Raymond W. LaForge, Ramon A. Avila, Charles H. Schwepker (Jr.), Michael R. Williams (Professor of
marketing), 2021
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Code of Ethics for Professional
Accountants International Federation of Accountants, 1998
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Giving Voice to Values Mary C. Gentile,
2010-08-24 How can you effectively stand up for your values when pressured by your boss,
customers, or shareholders to do the opposite? Drawing on actual business experiences as well as on
social science research, Babson College business educator and consultant Mary Gentile challenges
the assumptions about business ethics at companies and business schools. She gives business
leaders, managers, and students the tools not just to recognize what is right, but also to ensure that
the right things happen. The book is inspired by a program Gentile launched at the Aspen Institute
with Yale School of Management, and now housed at Babson College, with pilot programs in over
one hundred schools and organizations, including INSEAD and MIT Sloan School of Management.
She explains why past attempts at preparing business leaders to act ethically too often failed,
arguing that the issue isn’t distinguishing what is right or wrong, but knowing how to act on your
values despite opposing pressure. Through research-based advice, practical exercises, and scripts
for handling a wide range of ethical dilemmas, Gentile empowers business leaders with the skills to
voice and act on their values, and align their professional path with their principles. Giving Voice to
Values is an engaging, innovative, and useful guide that is essential reading for anyone in business.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Principles of Accounting Volume 2 -
Managerial Accounting Mitchell Franklin, Patty Graybeal, Dixon Cooper, 2019-02-14 A
less-expensive grayscale paperback version is available. Search for ISBN 9781680922936. Principles
of Accounting is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of a two-semester
accounting course that covers the fundamentals of financial and managerial accounting. This book is
specifically designed to appeal to both accounting and non-accounting majors, exposing students to
the core concepts of accounting in familiar ways to build a strong foundation that can be applied
across business fields. Each chapter opens with a relatable real-life scenario for today's college
student. Thoughtfully designed examples are presented throughout each chapter, allowing students
to build on emerging accounting knowledge. Concepts are further reinforced through applicable
connections to more detailed business processes. Students are immersed in the why as well as the
how aspects of accounting in order to reinforce concepts and promote comprehension over rote
memorization.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Financial Accounting Paul D. Kimmel,
Paul D Kimmel, PhD, CPA, Jerry J Weygandt, Ph.D., CPA, Donald E Kieso, Ph.D., CPA, Jerry J.
Weygandt, Donald E. Kieso, 2009-08-17
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Contemporary Strategy Analysis
Robert M. Grant, 2016-01-05 A strategy text on value creation with case studies The ninth edition of
Contemporary Strategy Analysis: Text and Cases focuses on the fundamentals of value creation with
an emphasis on practicality. Topics in this edition include: platform-based competition and
ecosystems of related industries; the role of strategy making processes; mergers, acquisitions and
alliances; and strategy implementation. Within the twenty case studies, students will find leading
companies that are familiar to them. This strategy analysis text is suitable for MBA and advanced
undergraduate students.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Business Ethics Laura Pincus Hartman,
Joseph R. DesJardins, 2013-04-01 Business Ethics: Decision-Making for Personal Integrity & Social
Responsibility, 3e is designed to prepare the student to apply an ethical decision-making model, not



only in the ethics course but throughout her or his business discipline. This model teaches students
ethical skills, vocabulary, and tools to apply in everyday business decisions and throughout their
business courses. The authors speak in a sophisticated yet accessible manner while teaching the
fundamentals of business ethics. Hartman's professional background in law and her teaching
experience in the business curriculum, combined with DesJardins' background in philosophy and
MacDonald's ability to distill complicated business transactions into understandable terms, results in
a broad language, ideal for this approach and market. The authors' goal is to engage the student by
focusing on cases and business scenarios that students already find interesting. Students are then
asked to look at the issues from an ethical perspective. Additionally, its focus on AACSB
requirements makes it a comprehensive business ethics text for business school courses. The goal
for the third edition is to provide a comprehensive yet accessible introduction to the ethical issues
arising in business. Hartman and DesJardins have retained the focus on decision-making as well as
the emphasis on both personal and policy-level perspectives on ethics. This edition continues to
provide pedagogical support throughout the text. The most noticeable changes involve a thorough
updating of distinct items such as Reality Checks, Decision Points, and readings to reflect new cases,
examples and data.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Accounting Ethics Education
Margarida M. Pinheiro, Alberto J. Costa, 2022-05 The book promotes a comprehensive reflection
around how ethics can and should be taught to accounting students, discussing and highlighting the
most updated research on accounting ethics education, being an essential and useful reference in
the field.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Ethical Decision Making for the 21st
Century Counselor Donna S. Sheperis, Stacy L. Henning, Michael M. Kocet, 2015-09-16 Ethical
practice is an essential aspect of counselor training. In order for counselors to competently work
with clients, they must be well versed in ethical codes, ethical decision making, and legal issues
impacting the profession. Ethical Decision Making for the 21st Century Counselor provides the
fundamentals of ethical practice, with emphasis on ethical decision making and is structured to
facilitate the development of these skills. Authors Donna S. Sheperis, Stacy L. Henning, and Michael
M. Kocet move the reader through a developmental process of understanding and applying ethical
decision making. Individuals will be able to incorporate ethical practice into their understanding of
the counseling process and integrate ethical decision making models into their counseling practice.
This unique approach differs from existing texts because of its strong emphasis on practical decision
making and focus on understanding the process of applying a standard ethical decision model to any
ethical scenario. Students build a foundation in how to evaluate an ethical situation and feel
confident that they have applied a set of decision models to reach the best decision.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Life and Death Decision Making
Baruch A. Brody, 1988 Integrating theory with case studies, this book examines the practical
application of moral theory in clinical decision-making through 40 composite cases based on actual
clinical experience. Complex, realistic, and challenging, these examples contain the multiplicity of
factors faced in clinical crises, making this a superb exploration of the ways in which theory relates
to actual life-or-death situations.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: The Ethics of Shared Decision Making
John D. Lantos, 2021-08-17 Patients today are more empowered and knowledgeable than they have
ever been. By law, they must be told about the risks and benefits of proposed treatments and give
informed consent before treatment is initiated. Through the democratization of medical information,
they have access to peer-reviewed medical journals. Social media allows patients to share stories
with others and to learn about other people's experiences with various treatments. There are
websites written by experts at leading medical schools to help patients understand diseases and
treatments. They have the right to see their medical records. The net result of all changes is a shift
in the power balance between doctors and patients. Ideally, as a result of these shifts, the patients'
values and preferences should guide treatment decisions. However, this proliferation of information



often leads to confusion rather than clarity. Publicly available information often includes seemingly
contradictory conclusions and recommendations. Patients don't know which opinions to trust. So,
although patients have more information than ever, and many want to make decisions for
themselves, they need more guidance than ever to help them process an avalanche of information.
This volume aims to help both medical professionals and their patients navigate the evolving
healthcare landscape by analyzing the process of shared decision-making (SDM) in clinical medicine.
The concept of SDM has emerged in the last two decades as a middle ground between, on the one
hand, old-fashinioned physician paternalism of the doctor-knows-best variety and, on the other hand,
unfettered patient autonomy by which patients are thought capable of individually and
independently choosing their own medical interventions. Advocates of SDM imagine that decisions
will be made best if they follow a complex discussion and negotiation between doctor and patient;
such discussions should incorporate the doctor's medical and technical expertise as well as the
patient's goals, values, and preferences. SDM takes different forms for different patients in different
clinical circumstances. This volume gathers experts in SDM to share their insights about how it
ought to be done. The authors include clinicians, social scientist, and philosophers, all of whom have
thought about or cared for patients from a variety of backgrounds and in a variety of clinical
circumstances. The papers explore the complexity of SDM and offer practical guidance, gained from
years of experience, about how to employ SDM as effectively as possible.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Business and Professional Ethics for
Directors, Executives & Accountants Leonard J. Brooks, 2010 Business and Professional Ethics for
Directors, Executives and Accountants, 5/e, International Edition delivers an insider's look at actual
companies in the face of a wide range of ethical dilemmas. Providing real-world examples of ethical
issues in the workplace, this accounting text gives you insight into the development of sound
patterns of behavior on the part of directors, executives, and accountants. Current cases and key
readings provide an interesting, challenging, and practical learning experience.
  ethical obligations decision making in accounting: Handbook on Ethics in Finance Leire
San-Jose, José Luis Retolaza, Luc van Liedekerke, 2019
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