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Introduction:

The phrase "forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler" evokes a potent
image of the brutal realities of the antebellum era in the United States.
This wasn't simply a political disagreement; it was a clash of deeply held
moral convictions, economic interests, and visions for the nation's future.
This post delves into the complexities of this conflict, examining the
methods employed to expand slavery, the resistance faced from abolitionists
and freesoilers, and the ultimate consequences of this struggle for
compromise and ultimate failure. We'll move beyond simplistic narratives to
explore the nuanced strategies and devastating impacts of the pro-slavery
forces' actions.

I. Defining the Terms: Freesoilers and the Pro-Slavery Agenda

Before diving into the specifics of "forcing slavery down the throat," we
need to clearly define our terms. Freesoilers weren't necessarily
abolitionists. While some advocated for the immediate abolition of slavery,
many others focused on preventing the expansion of slavery into new
territories. Their primary goal was to contain the "peculiar institution" and
allow free states to develop without the moral and economic stain of chattel
slavery. Conversely, the pro-slavery agenda wasn't monolithic. It encompassed
slaveholders fiercely protecting their property and their way of life, along
with political strategists who saw slavery as essential to the Southern
economy and the balance of power within the Union.

ITI. The Mechanisms of Expansion: Legislation and Violence

Pro-slavery forces employed a variety of methods to advance their cause.
Legislation played a crucial role. The Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-
Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision all served to undermine the efforts
of freesoilers to limit slavery's reach. These legislative acts were
carefully crafted to appease both sides while subtly shifting the balance of
power in favor of slaveholders. The Compromise of 1850, for example, while
seemingly a compromise, included the Fugitive Slave Act, which empowered
slave catchers to pursue escaped slaves in free states, thereby infringing
upon the liberties of free citizens. Beyond legislation, violence and



intimidation were frequently used. Bleeding Kansas serves as a grim example
of pro-slavery forces using violence and terror to suppress anti-slavery
sentiment and influence territorial elections.

ITI. Resistance and the Rise of Abolitionism

The attempts to impose slavery on unwilling territories fueled the
abolitionist movement. Figures like Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and
John Brown became symbols of resistance, inspiring both peaceful and armed
opposition to the expansion of slavery. The Underground Railroad, a network
of secret routes and safe houses, provided a means for enslaved people to
escape to freedom. However, this resistance was met with brutal suppression.
The Fugitive Slave Act, for example, criminalized aiding runaway slaves and
led to the capture and return of many who had successfully escaped.

IV. The Propaganda War: Shaping Public Opinion

The battle over slavery wasn't confined to the battlefield or the halls of
Congress. A significant propaganda war raged, with both sides vying for
public support. Pro-slavery advocates painted a picture of idyllic plantation
life, portraying slaves as content and cared for. They emphasized the
economic importance of slavery to the South and warned of the chaos and
economic ruin that abolition would bring. Abolitionists, conversely, used
graphic depictions of slavery's brutality to expose its horrors and appeal to
the moral conscience of the nation. The power of imagery and rhetoric played
a significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing the course of
events.

V. The Irreconcilable Differences and the Path to Civil War:

The fundamental incompatibility of the pro-slavery and freesoiler agendas
ultimately proved insurmountable. Each side saw the other as a threat to
their values and way of life. The escalating tensions, fueled by legislative
maneuvering, violence, and propaganda, created an atmosphere of distrust and
animosity that made compromise increasingly difficult. The failure to find a
peaceful resolution paved the way for the secession of Southern states and
the outbreak of the Civil War. The Civil War itself became a brutal fight
over the very definition of freedom and the future of the nation.

VI. The Legacy of "Forcing Slavery Down the Throat":

The phrase "forcing slavery down the throat" encapsulates the aggressive and
often violent tactics used to expand slavery and suppress anti-slavery
sentiment. The legacy of these actions continues to resonate today.
Understanding the historical context of this struggle is essential to
grappling with the complex racial and social issues that continue to shape
American society. The legacy of slavery’s expansion, and the violence used to



achieve it, profoundly impacted the nation's social fabric and continues to
inform ongoing dialogues about race, equality, and justice.

VII. Conclusion:

The story of "forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler" isn't simply a
historical narrative; it's a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked
power, the fragility of compromise, and the enduring consequences of moral
compromise. The struggle highlights the brutal realities of slavery and the
lengths to which its proponents went to maintain it. Examining this period
with a critical lens is crucial for understanding the enduring legacy of
slavery and the ongoing struggle for racial justice.
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FAQs:

1. What is a freesoiler? A freesoiler was someone who opposed the expansion
of slavery into new territories, but didn't necessarily advocate for the
immediate abolition of slavery in existing slave states.

1. What were the primary methods used to expand slavery? These included
legislation (e.g., the Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act),



violence and intimidation (e.g., Bleeding Kansas), and propaganda.

. How did freesoilers resist the expansion of slavery? Through political
action, legislation, the Underground Railroad, and violent resistance in
cases like John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry.

. What role did the Fugitive Slave Act play in the conflict? It empowered
slave catchers to operate in free states, violating the liberties of
free citizens and intensifying the conflict.

. What was the significance of Bleeding Kansas? It demonstrated the
violence inherent in the struggle over slavery's expansion and
foreshadowed the larger conflict to come.

. How did propaganda influence public opinion on slavery? Both sides used
powerful rhetoric and imagery to sway public opinion, often employing
deeply divisive and manipulative tactics.

. Why did compromise ultimately fail? The fundamental incompatibility of
pro-slavery and anti-slavery ideologies made true compromise impossible.

. What is the lasting legacy of this conflict? It continues to shape
discussions about race, equality, and justice in the United States.

. How does this historical period inform our understanding of current
social issues? The struggle over slavery offers valuable insights into
the dynamics of power, oppression, and resistance, which continue to be
relevant today.
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forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Propaganda from the American Civil

War Paul ]J. Springer, 2019-03-07 Offering comprehensive coverage for those examining Civil War
propaganda, this volume provides a broad analysis of efforts by both Union and Confederate sides to
influence public opinion of America's deadliest conflict. This illuminating reference work contains
excerpts from roughly 100 individual pieces of propaganda generated during the American Civil War
in the North and the South, as well as contextual analysis to assist readers in understanding its
utility, importance, and effect. It includes written arguments, staged photographs, and political
cartoons, all of which were used to advance one side's objectives while undermining the enemy's.
This helps readers to understand the underlying arguments of each side as well as the willingness of
each to distort the truth for political, military, or economic advantage. This book is organized
chronologically, allowing readers to understand how propaganda developed and expanded
throughout the war. It includes a chapter dedicated to each of the war years (1861-1865), an
antebellum chapter, and a postwar chapter. Each document comprised in the volume includes an
analysis of the significance and effectiveness of the piece and guides readers to examine it with a
critical eye. The original source documents remain in their original verbiage, including common
spelling errors and other interesting aspects of 19th-century communication.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Oxford Handbook of
Propaganda Studies Jonathan Auerbach, Russ Castronovo, 2013-11-13 Derived from the word to
propagate, the idea and practice of propaganda concerns nothing less than the ways in which human
beings communicate, particularly with respect to the creation and widespread dissemination of
attitudes, images, and beliefs. Much larger than its pejorative connotations suggest, propaganda can
more neutrally be understood as a central means of organizing and shaping thought and perception,
a practice that has been a pervasive feature of the twentieth century and that touches on many
fields. It has been seen as both a positive and negative force, although abuses under the Third Reich
and during the Cold War have caused the term to stand in, most recently, as a synonym for untruth
and brazen manipulation. Propaganda analysis of the 1950s to 1989 too often took the form of
empirical studies about the efficacy of specific methods, with larger questions about the purposes
and patterns of mass persuasion remaining unanswered. In the present moment where globalization
and transnationality are arguably as important as older nation forms, when media enjoy near
ubiquity throughout the globe, when various fundamentalisms are ascendant, and when debates
rage about neoliberalism, it is urgent that we have an up-to-date resource that considers propaganda
as a force of culture writ large. The handbook will include twenty-two essays by leading scholars
from a variety of disciplines, divided into three sections. In addition to dealing with the thorny
question of definition, the handbook will take up an expansive set of assumptions and a full range of
approaches that move propaganda beyond political campaigns and warfare to examine a wide array
of cultural contexts and practices.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: A Different Manifest Destiny
Claire M. Wolnisty, 2020-10-01 The South possessed an extensive history of looking outward,
specifically southward, to solve internal tensions over slavery and economic competition in the
1820s through the 1860s. Nineteenth-century southerners invested in their futures, and in their
identity as southerners, when they expanded their economic and proslavery connections to Latin
America, seeking to establish a vast empire rooted in slavery that stretched southward to Brazil and
westward to the Pacific Ocean. For these modern expansionists, failure to cement those connections
meant nothing less than the death of the South. In A Different Manifest Destiny Claire M. Wolnisty
explores how elite white U.S. southerners positioned themselves as modern individuals engaged in
struggles for transnational power from the antebellum to the Civil War era. By focusing on three
groups of people not often studied together—filibusters, commercial expansionists, and postwar
southern emigrants—Wolnisty complicates traditional narratives about Civil War-era southern



identities and the development of Manifest Destiny. She traces the ways southerners capitalized on
Latin American connections to promote visions of modernity compatible with slave labor and
explores how southern-Latin American networks spanned the years of the Civil War.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: African American History Paul
Finkelman, 2010 The fourth publication in the award-winning, critically acclaimed Milestone
Documents sereis, Milestone Documents in African American History explores the fundamental
primary sources in African American history. This four-volume set covers 135 iconic primary
documents from the 1600's to the present. Each entry offers the full text of the document in question
as well as an in-depth, analytical essay that places the document in its historical context.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Sociology for the South George
Fitzhugh, 1854 Sociology for the South: Or, The Failure of Free Society by George Fitzhugh, first
published in 1854, is a rare manuscript, the original residing in one of the great libraries of the
world. This book is a reproduction of that original, which has been scanned and cleaned by
state-of-the-art publishing tools for better readability and enhanced appreciation. Restoration
Editors' mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to life. Some smudges, annotations or
unclear text may still exist, due to permanent damage to the original work. We believe the literary
significance of the text justifies offering this reproduction, allowing a new generation to appreciate
it.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Amerika in Flammen Jakob J.
Paulus, 2021-06-11 Die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika sollten eine Nation werden, die alles
besser macht als andere Lander. Mehr Freiheit, mehr Demokratie, mehr Reichtum, mehr Harmonie.
Wie lassen sich diese noblen Grundsatze mit einem Land in Verbindung bringen, in dem Millionen
von Menschen uber ein Jahrhundert lang ihr Dasein als Sklaven fristen mussten? Wie ist es moglich,
dass in jenem Land ein Mann mit autokratischen Fantasien zum Prasidenten gewahlt wird, der die
Armsten seines Landes bis auf den letzten Groschen beraubt und gleichzeitig die Rechte ganzer
Bevolkerungsgruppen mit FulSen tritt? Jakob Paulus nimmt Sie mit auf eine kurze Exkursion durch
das Dickicht der amerikanischen Gesellschaft und Politik. Er wirft die Frage auf, wie die Vereinigten
Staaten in diesen Schlamassel hineingeraten sind und vor allem, wohin die Reise von hier aus gehen
kann.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Stormy Present Adam I. P.
Smith, 2017-10-06 In this engaging and nuanced political history of Northern communities in the
Civil War era, Adam I. P. Smith offers a new interpretation of the familiar story of the path to war
and ultimate victory. Smith looks beyond the political divisions between abolitionist Republicans and
Copperhead Democrats to consider the everyday conservatism that characterized the majority of
Northern voters. A sense of ongoing crisis in these Northern states created anxiety and instability,
which manifested in a range of social and political tensions in individual communities. In the face of
such realities, Smith argues that a conservative impulse was more than just a historical or nostalgic
tendency; it was fundamental to charting a path to the future. At stake for Northerners was their
conception of the Union as the vanguard in a global struggle between democracy and despotism,
and their ability to navigate their freedoms through the stormy waters of modernity. As a result, the
language of conservatism was peculiarly, and revealingly, prominent in Northern politics during
these years. The story this book tells is of conservative people coming, in the end, to accept radical
change.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Propaganda from the American
Civil War Paul J. Springer, 2023 Offering comprehensive coverage for those examining Civil War
propaganda, this volume provides a broad analysis of efforts by both Union and Confederate sides to
influence public opinion of America's deadliest conflict. This illuminating reference work contains
excerpts from roughly 100 individual pieces of propaganda generated during the American Civil War
in the North and the South, as well as contextual analysis to assist readers in understanding its
utility, importance, and effect. It includes written arguments, staged photographs, and political
cartoons, all of which were used to advance one side's objectives while undermining the enemy's.



This helps readers to understand the underlying arguments of each side as well as the willingness of
each to distort the truth for political, military, or economic advantage. This book is organized
chronologically, allowing readers to understand how propaganda developed and expanded
throughout the war. It includes a chapter dedicated to each of the war years (1861-1865), an
antebellum chapter, and a postwar chapter. Each document comprised in the volume includes an
analysis of the significance and effectiveness of the piece and guides readers to examine it with a
critical eye. The original source documents remain in their original verbiage, including common
spelling errors and other interesting aspects of 19th-century communication.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Oration by Frederick Douglass.
Delivered on the Occasion of the Unveiling of the Freedmen's Monument in Memory of
Abraham Lincoln, in Lincoln Park, Washington, D.C., April 14th, 1876, with an Appendix
Frederick Douglass, 2024-06-14 Reprint of the original, first published in 1876.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Appeal to the Christian women
of the South Angelina Emily Grimké, 2022-08-10 But after all, it may be said, our fathers were
certainly mistaken, for the Bible sanctions Slavery, and that is the highest authority. Now the Bible
is my ultimate appeal in all matters of faith and practice, and it is to this test I am anxious to bring
the subject at issue between us. Let us then begin with Adam and examine the charter of privileges
which was given to him. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Conduct of Life Ralph Waldo
Emerson, 1860

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Constructing the American Past
Elliott ]J. Gorn, Randy Roberts, Terry D. Bilhartz, Susan Schulten, 2017-10-25 Now published by
Oxford University Press, Constructing the American Past: A Source Book of a People's History,
Eighth Edition, presents an innovative combination of case studies and primary source documents
that allow students to discover, analyze, and construct history from the actors' perspective.
Beginning with Christopher Columbus and his interaction with the Spanish crown in 1492, and
ending in the Reconstruction-era United States, Constructing the American Past provides eyewitness
accounts of historical events, legal documents that helped shape the lives of citizens, and excerpts
from diaries that show history through an intimate perspective. The authors expand upon past
scholarship and include new material regarding gender, race, and immigration in order to provide a
more complete picture of the past.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Political Debates Between
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas in the Celebrated Campaign of 1858 in Illinois
Abraham Lincoln, 1895

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Boston Riots Jack Tager, 2001
The fascinating story of Boston's violent past is told for the first time in this history of the city's riots,
from the food shortage uprisings in the 18th century to the anti-busing riots of the 20th century.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: America's History James Henretta,
Eric Hinderaker, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2018-03-09 America’s History for the AP®
Course offers a thematic approach paired with skills-oriented pedagogy to help students succeed in
the redesigned AP® U.S. History course. Known for its attention to AP® themes and content, the
new edition features a nine part structure that closely aligns with the chronology of the AP® U.S.
History course, with every chapter and part ending with AP®-style practice questions. With a wealth
of supporting resources, America’s History for the AP® Course gives teachers and students the tools
they need to master the course and achieve success on the AP® exam.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Personal Recollections of Pardee
Butler Pardee Butler, 1889 Rev. Pardee Butler was born at Skaneateles, Onondaga County, New
York, in 1816, the son of Phineas and Sarah Pardee Butler. His family migrated to Wadsworth,
Medina County, Ohio, in 1818, and to Sandusky Plains, Ohio, in 1839. He married Sibjl S. Carleton,
daughter of Joseph Carleton, at Sullivan, Ashland County, Ohio, in 1843. Their family migrated to




Iowa in 1850, to Illinois, and in 1855 to Kansas. He was a minister, and fought against slavery, and
for prohabition. He died at his home near Farmington, Kansas, in 1888.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Texas Divided James Marten,
2014-07-11 The Civil War hardly scratched the Confederate state of Texas. Thousands of Texans
died on battlefields hundreds of miles to the east, of course, but the war did not destroy Texas's
farms or plantations or her few miles of railroads. Although unchallenged from without, Confederate
Texans faced challenges from within—from fellow Texans who opposed their cause. Dissension
sprang from a multitude of seeds. It emerged from prewar political and ethnic differences; it
surfaced after wartime hardships and potential danger wore down the resistance of
less-than-enthusiastic rebels; it flourished, as some reaped huge profits from the bizarre war
economy of Texas. Texas Divided is neither the history of the Civil War in Texas, nor of secession or
Reconstruction. Rather, it is the history of men dealing with the sometimes fragmented southern
society in which they lived—some fighting to change it, others to preserve it—and an examination of
the lines that divided Texas and Texans during the sectional conflict of the nineteenth century.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Life of Rev. A. Crooks, A.M., 1875

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Crisis of the House Divided
Harry V. Jaffa, 2012-09-21 This definitive analysis of the Lincoln-Douglas debates is “one of the most
influential works of American history and political philosophy ever published (National Review). In
Crisis of the House Divided, noted conservative scholar and historian Harry V. Jaffa illuminates the
political principles that guided Abraham Lincoln from his reentry into politics in 1854 through his
Senate campaign against Stephen Douglas in 1858. Through critical analysis of the Lincoln-Douglas
debates, Jaffa demonstrates that Lincoln’s political career was grounded in his commitment to
constitutionalism, the rule of law, and abolition. A landmark work of American history, it “has
shaped the thought of a generation of Abraham Lincoln and Civil War scholars. To mark the fiftieth
anniversary of the original publication, Jaffa has provided a new introduction (Civil War History). A
searching and provocative analysis of the issues confronted and the ideas expounded in the great
debates...A book which displays such learning and insight that it cannot fail to excite the admiration
even of scholars who disagree with its major arguments and conclusions.—D. E. Fehrenbacher,
American Historical Review

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: And the War Came Kenneth Milton
Stampp, 1950

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: A Plea for the West Lyman
Beecher, 1835 A plea for Protestant education in the Middle West.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: A Standard History of Lake County,
Indiana, and the Calumet Region William Frederick Howat, 1915

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Evening Post Allan Nevins,
1922

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: After Lincoln A. ]J. Langguth,
2014-09-16 With Lincoln's assassination, his team of rivals was left adrift. President Andrew
Johnson, a former slave owner from Tennessee, was challenged by radical Republicans in Congress,
who wanted to punish the defeated South. When Johnson's policies placated the rebels at the
expense of the black freed men, radicals in the House impeached him for trying to fire Secretary of
War Edwin Stanton. Even William Seward, Lincoln's closest ally in his cabinet, seemed to waver. By
the 1868 election, united Republicans nominated Ulysses Grant, Lincoln's winning Union general.
The night of his victory, Grant lamented to his wife, I'm afraid I'm elected. His attempts to reconcile
Southerners with the Union and to quash the rising Ku Klux Klan were undercut by implacable
Southern resistance and by corruption during his two terms.--From publisher description.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Glimpses of Fifty Years Frances
Elizabeth Willard, 1889 Willard's autobiography is not only the story of an outstanding woman of the
19th century, it is the personal history of the W.C.T.U., the largest of the 19th century women's
organizations.




forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Radical Reconstruction K. Stephen
Prince, 2019-08-22 Explore the important role Radical Republicans played during Reconstruction in
an easily digestable style with Radical Reconstruction.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: With Sabre and Scalpel John
Allan Wyeth, 1914

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Six Months in Kansas Hannah
Anderson Ropes, 1856

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The American Indian as Participant
in the Civil War Annie Heloise Abel, 1919

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: An Act to Organize the Territories
of Nebraska and Kansas United States, 1854

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Principles of Rhetoric ... Adams
Sherman Hill, 1878

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Letters on the Equality of the
Sexes, and the Condition of Woman Sarah Moore Grimké, 1838

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Abraham Lincoln Carl Sandburyg,
2007 Presents the life of the Civil War president, detailing his childhood, his education, career as a
lawyer and legislator, his marriage, political campaigns, presidential years, and assassination.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Genesis of Mass Culture J.
Springhall, 2008-04-14 A thorough survey of the origins and development of the major distinct
American commercial entertainments that emerged between over the course of the 19th century and
into the 20th, including P.T. Barnum s American Museum, freak show, and circus, as well as
blackface minstrelry, Buffalo Bill s Wild West Show, and vaudeville.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Peanuts, 2000 Charles Schulz,
2000

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Carry Me Back Steven Deyle,
2006-08-31 Originating with the birth of the nation itself, in many respects, the story of the domestic
slave trade is also the story of the early United States. While an external traffic in slaves had always
been present, following the American Revolution this was replaced by a far more vibrant internal
trade. Most importantly, an interregional commerce in slaves developed that turned human property
into one of the most valuable forms of investment in the country, second only to land. In fact, this
form of property became so valuable that when threatened with its ultimate extinction in 1860,
southern slave owners believed they had little alternative but to leave the Union. Therefore, while
the interregional trade produced great wealth for many people, and the nation, it also helped to tear
the country apart. The domestic slave trade likewise played a fundamental role in antebellum
American society. Led by professional traders, who greatly resembled northern entrepreneurs, this
traffic was a central component in the market revolution of the early nineteenth century. In addition,
the development of an extensive local trade meant that the domestic trade, in all its configurations,
was a prominent feature in southern life. Yet, this indispensable part of the slave system also raised
many troubling questions. For those outside the South, it affected their impression of both the
region and the new nation. For slaveholders, it proved to be the most difficult part of their institution
to defend. And for those who found themselves commodities in this trade, it was something that
needed to be resisted at all costs. Carry Me Back restores the domestic slave trade to the prominent
place that it deserves in early American history, exposing the many complexities of southern slavery
and antebellum American life.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Life of James Buchanan George
Ticknor Curtis, 1883

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: History of New Bedford Zephaniah
Walter Pease, 1918

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: The Counterrevolution of Slavery
Manisha Sinha, 2003-06-19 In this comprehensive analysis of politics and ideology in antebellum




South Carolina, Manisha Sinha offers a provocative new look at the roots of southern separatism and
the causes of the Civil War. Challenging works that portray secession as a fight for white liberty, she
argues instead that it was a conservative, antidemocratic movement to protect and perpetuate racial
slavery. Sinha discusses some of the major sectional crises of the antebellum era--including
nullification, the conflict over the expansion of slavery into western territories, and secession--and
offers an important reevaluation of the movement to reopen the African slave trade in the 1850s. In
the process she reveals the central role played by South Carolina planter politicians in developing
proslavery ideology and the use of states' rights and constitutional theory for the defense of slavery.
Sinha's work underscores the necessity of integrating the history of slavery with the traditional
narrative of southern politics. Only by taking into account the political importance of slavery, she
insists, can we arrive at a complete understanding of southern politics and the enormity of the issues
confronting both northerners and southerners on the eve of the Civil War.

forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler analysis: Embden Town of Yore Ernest
George Walker, 1929
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