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Genre Analysis: Delving into the Work of John Swales
and its Enduring Relevance

Introduction:

Are you fascinated by how language shapes our understanding of the world? Do you find yourself
analyzing texts beyond their surface meaning, exploring the underlying conventions and purposes
that govern their creation? Then you're likely interested in genre analysis, a powerful tool for
understanding communication in its diverse forms. This post dives deep into the seminal contributions
of John Swales, a leading figure in the field, exploring his key concepts and their continued impact on
research, writing, and communication studies. We'll unpack his influential work, specifically focusing
on his contribution to understanding genre conventions and their application in various academic and
professional contexts. Prepare to gain a comprehensive understanding of Swales's genre analysis
framework, its practical applications, and its enduring relevance in today's rapidly evolving
communication landscape.

Understanding John Swales's Approach to Genre Analysis:

John Swales, a renowned scholar in applied linguistics, significantly advanced the field of genre
analysis. His work moves beyond simple textual categorization, focusing instead on the social and
rhetorical purposes that underpin the creation and interpretation of genres. He argues that genres
aren't simply categories of texts (like "novel" or "poem"), but rather communicative events shaped by
specific social contexts and communicative goals. This perspective emphasizes the dynamic nature of
genres, recognizing that they evolve and adapt over time in response to changing communicative
needs.

Key Concepts in Swales's Genre Analysis:

Genre as social action: Swales emphasizes that genres are not arbitrary groupings of texts but rather
purposeful communicative actions designed to achieve specific social goals within specific contexts. A
research article, for example, aims to contribute new knowledge to a scholarly field, while a business
proposal aims to persuade stakeholders to invest in a project. Understanding the social action of a
genre is crucial for analyzing its structure and conventions.

The concept of "moves": A central aspect of Swales's work is his identification of recurring "moves"
within genres. These moves are sequential patterns of communication that contribute to the overall
communicative purpose. For instance, a typical research article might include moves such as
establishing a research problem, reviewing existing literature, presenting methodology, presenting
findings, and discussing implications. Recognizing these moves allows for a more nuanced
understanding of the text's rhetorical strategies.

The CARS model (Create a Research Space): Swales's CARS model is a particularly influential
framework for analyzing the introductions of research articles. It outlines three recurring moves:



establishing a territory (reviewing relevant existing research), establishing a niche (identifying a gap
or problem in the existing research), and occupying the niche (stating the purpose and scope of the
current research). Understanding the CARS model enables readers to critically assess the arguments
and contributions of research articles.

Genre communities: Swales highlights the role of "genre communities" – groups of individuals who
share common communicative goals and conventions. These communities often develop specialized
genres to facilitate their interactions. For example, the scientific community utilizes specialized
genres like research articles, conference papers, and grant proposals, all characterized by specific
stylistic and structural conventions. Understanding the context of a genre community is key to
interpreting the meaning and purpose of its texts.

Applying Swales's Genre Analysis:

Swales's framework has far-reaching applications in various fields:

Academic writing: Students and researchers can utilize Swales's models to improve their own writing
by understanding the conventions of different academic genres. By analyzing successful examples,
they can learn to structure their arguments more effectively and communicate their ideas more
persuasively.

Professional communication: Understanding genre conventions is crucial for effective communication
in professional settings. From writing business proposals and reports to crafting emails and
presentations, mastering the genre-specific conventions enhances communication clarity and impact.

Critical discourse analysis: Swales's framework provides a valuable tool for critically analyzing texts
and understanding the underlying power dynamics at play. By identifying the rhetorical strategies
employed in a text, analysts can uncover implicit biases and assumptions.

Teaching and learning: Educators can use Swales's work to design effective writing instruction that
helps students understand and master the conventions of various genres. This approach enables
students to become more confident and competent writers across diverse contexts.

Beyond the Basics: Expanding on Swales's Contributions

While Swales's initial work on genre analysis focused primarily on academic writing, his ideas have
been extended and applied to a much wider range of communicative contexts. Contemporary
researchers continue to build upon his foundational work, exploring the complexities of genre
evolution, genre hybridity, and the impact of digital technologies on genre conventions. The field
continues to evolve, incorporating insights from other disciplines, such as sociology, anthropology,
and cognitive science.

A Sample Genre Analysis Outline Based on Swales's
Framework:

Title: Genre Analysis of Scientific Research Articles: A Case Study of Publications in Nature

Outline:



Introduction: Briefly introduce genre analysis and its relevance, focusing on Swales's contributions.
State the purpose and scope of the analysis (e.g., examining the structure and conventions of
research articles published in Nature).

Literature Review: Review relevant literature on genre analysis, focusing on Swales's work and its
application to scientific writing. Discuss the concept of genre communities and their role in shaping
genre conventions.

Methodology: Describe the research methodology, including the selection of articles, the analytical
framework (e.g., Swales's CARS model), and the data analysis techniques used.

Analysis of Research Article Introductions: Apply the CARS model to analyze the introductions of a
sample of research articles published in Nature. Identify the recurring moves and variations in their
implementation.

Analysis of Other Sections (e.g., Methods, Results, Discussion): Analyze other key sections of the
research articles, focusing on their structure and the communicative strategies employed.

Discussion: Discuss the findings in relation to existing literature on genre analysis and scientific
writing. Explore any variations from the expected conventions and possible explanations for these
variations.

Conclusion: Summarize the key findings and their implications. Suggest directions for future research
on genre analysis in scientific writing.

Detailed Explanation of Outline Points:

Each point in the above outline would require a detailed analysis. For instance, the "Analysis of
Research Article Introductions" section would involve a close reading of a substantial number of
Nature article introductions, identifying and categorizing the moves within each introduction based on
the CARS model. This would involve detailed examples and evidence from the text to support the
analysis. Similarly, the "Analysis of Other Sections" would involve the same careful and detailed
textual analysis applied to other key parts of the research articles. The "Discussion" section would
then synthesize the findings, compare them to previous research, and highlight any significant
patterns or deviations discovered.

FAQs:

What is the difference between genre analysis and discourse analysis? While related, genre1.
analysis focuses on the conventions and communicative purposes of specific genres, while
discourse analysis examines broader social and ideological contexts.

Is Swales's genre analysis applicable only to academic writing? No, his principles can be applied1.
to a vast range of genres, including professional, journalistic, and even fictional writing.



How can I use Swales's CARS model in my own writing? By consciously structuring your1.
introduction to address the three moves (establishing territory, niche, and occupation), you can
improve the clarity and persuasiveness of your argument.

What are some limitations of Swales's genre analysis? Some critiques focus on its potential1.
rigidity and the difficulty of applying it to highly fluid or hybrid genres.

How has Swales's work impacted the field of rhetoric? It provided a more systematic and1.
empirical approach to studying the rhetorical strategies employed in various genres.

What are some examples of genre communities beyond academia? Businesses, legal1.
professions, and online gaming communities all represent distinct genre communities with their
own specialized conventions.

How does genre analysis contribute to critical literacy? By understanding the underlying1.
conventions of texts, readers can critically evaluate the messages and ideologies conveyed.

What software or tools can aid in genre analysis? While no specific software is exclusively1.
dedicated to genre analysis, qualitative data analysis software can help with coding and
organizing data.

How can I further my understanding of Swales's work? Read his seminal works like Genre1.
Analysis: English in Academic and Research Settings and explore secondary literature that
builds upon his ideas.

Related Articles:

"Genre Analysis: An Introduction": A basic overview of the core concepts and methods of genre1.
analysis.



"The CARS Model: A Practical Guide": A detailed explanation of Swales's CARS model with1.
practical examples.

"Genre Analysis and Academic Writing": Focuses on the application of genre analysis to1.
improving academic writing skills.

"Genre Hybridity and its Implications": Explores the phenomenon of genres blending and1.
evolving.

"Genre Analysis and the Digital Age": Discusses how digital technologies are transforming genre1.
conventions.

"A Critical Evaluation of Swales's Genre Analysis": Examines strengths and weaknesses of1.
Swales's framework.

"Genre Analysis in Professional Communication": Applies Swales's principles to various1.
professional contexts.

"Case Study: Genre Analysis of Legal Documents": An example of genre analysis applied to a1.
specific genre.

"Teaching Genre Analysis in Composition Courses": Provides insights for educators on how to1.
incorporate genre analysis into writing instruction.

  genre analysis john swales: Genre Analysis John M. Swales, John Swales, 1990-11-08 The
author looks at varieties of language and considers these in relation to communication and
task-based language learning.
  genre analysis john swales: The Navy Chaplain , 1988



  genre analysis john swales: Genre Analysis John M Swales, 1990
  genre analysis john swales: Writing Genres Amy J Devitt, 2004-01-29 In Writing Genres, Amy
J. Devitt examines genre from rhetorical, social, linguistic, professional, and historical perspectives
and explores genre's educational uses, making this volume the most comprehensive view of genre
theory today. Writing Genres does not limit itself to literary genres or to ideas of genres as formal
conventions but additionally provides a theoretical definition of genre as rhetorical, dynamic, and
flexible, which allows scholars to examine the role of genres in academic, professional, and social
communities. Writing Genres demonstrates how genres function within their communities
rhetorically and socially, how they develop out of their contexts historically, how genres relate to
other types of norms and standards in language, and how genres nonetheless enable creativity.
Devitt also advocates a critical genre pedagogy based on these ideas and provides a rationale for
first-year writing classes grounded in teaching antecedent genres.
  genre analysis john swales: Pragmatics of Discourse Klaus P. Schneider, Anne Barron,
2014-06-18 Discourse is language as it occurs, in any form or context, beyond the speech act. It may
be written or spoken, monological or dialogical, but there is always a communicative aim or purpose.
The present volume provides systematic orientation in the vast field of studying discourse from a
pragmatic perspective. It first gives an overview of a range of approaches developed for the analysis
of discourse, including, among others, conversation analysis, systemic-functional analysis, genre
analysis, critical discourse analysis, corpus-driven approaches and multimodal analysis. The focus is
furthermore on functional units in discourse, such as discourse markers, moves, speech act
sequences, discourse phases and silence. The final section of the volume examines discourse types
and domains, providing a taxonomy of discourse types and focusing on a range of discourse domains,
e.g. classroom discourse, medical discourse, legal discourse, electronic discourse. Each article
surveys the current state of the art of the respective topic area while also presenting new research
findings.
  genre analysis john swales: Research Genres John M. Swales, 2004-11 This book provides a
rich and accessible account of genre studies by a world-renowned applied linguist. The hardback
edition discusses today's research world, its various configurations of genres, and the role of English
within the genres. Theoretical and methodological issues are explored, with a special emphasis on
various metaphors of genre. The book is full of carefully worded detail and each chapter ends with
suggestions for pedagogical practice. The volume closes with evaluations of contrastive rhetoric,
applied corpus linguistics, and critical approaches to EAP. Research Genres provides a rich and
scholarly account of this key area.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre in a Changing World Charles Bazerman, Adair Bonini,
2009-09-16 Genre studies and genre approaches to literacy instruction continue to develop in many
regions and from a widening variety of approaches. Genre has provided a key to understanding the
varying literacy cultures of regions, disciplines, professions, and educational settings. GENRE IN A
CHANGING WORLD provides a wide-ranging sampler of the remarkable variety of current work. The
twenty-four chapters in this volume, reflecting the work of scholars in Europe, Australasia, and
North and South America, were selected from the over 400 presentations at SIGET IV (the Fourth
International Symposium on Genre Studies) held on the campus of UNISUL in Tubarão, Santa
Catarina, Brazil in August 2007—the largest gathering on genre to that date. The chapters also
represent a wide variety of approaches, including rhetoric, Systemic Functional Linguistics, media
and critical cultural studies, sociology, phenomenology, enunciation theory, the Geneva school of
educational sequences, cognitive psychology, relevance theory, sociocultural psychology, activity
theory, Gestalt psychology, and schema theory. Sections are devoted to theoretical issues, studies of
genres in the professions, studies of genre and media, teaching and learning genre, and writing
across the curriculum. The broad selection of material in this volume displays the full range of
contemporary genre studies and sets the ground for a next generation of work.
  genre analysis john swales: Other Floors, Other Voices John M. Swales, 2013-11-05 The
author describes this volume as a textography because it combines certain elements of both text



analysis and ethnography. Through analysis of texts, textual forms, and systems of texts, it shows the
lives, life commitments, and life projects of people deeply embedded in the literate culture of the
university. The people examined work in a single building, but their textual lives are maintained in
different times and spaces, measured by the dimensions of text production and text circulation in
their fields of work. These domains of text time and space are to some degree differentiated by the
three specialties that mark the three floors of a small building at a major research university--the
ethnographic site of this journey into textual lives--computing, taxonomic botany, and English as a
second language. This research site provides the opportunity to re-examine the concept of discourse
community and to investigate the nature and origination of academic discourse from a new
perspective. The author is a distinctive member of the applied linguistics and composition
communities, an original stamped by the global village of language education in which he has lived
his life, and revealed in his own autobiographical account embedded within this book. This book now
reveals him as a person making text about how people are embedded in making their textual lives
within the discursive landscapes their communities afford. In doing so, he shows not only his own
love of language as a way of life, but also his appreciation of how all his subjects find their labors of
love in the language they create. This book has been written to appeal to a general academic
audience as well as to specialists in rhetoric, discourse analysis, and composition.
  genre analysis john swales: EAP Essentials: A Teacher's Guide to Principles and
Practice (Second Edition) Olwyn Alexander, 2019-02-08
  genre analysis john swales: Discourse in English Language Education John Flowerdew,
2013 Discourse in English Language Education is designed to introduce students to the major
concepts and issues in discourse analysis and its applications to language education, drawing on the
key research from a range of approaches. This will be essential reading for upper undergraduates
and postgraduates with interests in applied linguistics, TESOL and mother tongue language
education.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre Anis S. Bawarshi, Mary Jo Reiff, 2010-03-08 GENRE: AN
INTRODUCTION TO HISTORY, THEORY, RESEARCH, AND PEDAGOGY provides a critical overview
of the rich body of scholarship that has informed a “genre turn” in Rhetoric and Composition,
including a range of interdisciplinary perspectives from rhetorical theory, applied linguistics,
sociology, philosophy, cognitive psychology, and literary theory.
  genre analysis john swales: Critical Genre Analysis Vijay K. Bhatia, 2016-11-18 Genre theory
has focused primarily on the analysis of generic constructs, with increasing attention to and
emphasis on the contexts in which such genres are produced, interpreted, and used to achieve
objectives, often giving the impression as if producing genres is an end in itself, rather than a means
to an end. The result of this focus is that there has been very little attention paid to the ultimate
outcomes of these genre-based discursive activities, which are more appropriately viewed as
academic, institutional, organizational, and professional actions and practices, which are invariably
non-discursive, though often achieved through discursive means. It was this objective in mind that
the book develops an approach to a more critical and deeper understanding of interdiscursive
professional voices and actions. Critical Genre Analysis as a theory of discursive performance is thus
an attempt to be as objective as possible, rigorous in analytical endeavour, using a multiperspective
and multidimensional methodological framework taking into account interdiscursive aspects of
genre construction to make it increasingly explanatory to demystify discursive performance in a
range of professional contexts.
  genre analysis john swales: Analysing Professional Genres Anna Trosborg, 2000 An
understanding of genres in communication (written and spoken) is essential to professional success.
This volume studies situationally appropriate responses in professional communication in
face-to-face interaction and distance communication, from a socio-cognitive point of view. A
traditional rhetorical approach does not give much insight in the ways in which genres are
embedded in communicative activity or how actors draw upon genre knowledge to perform
effectively. However, if genres are considered as embedded in social interaction �as typified forms of



typified circumstances�, the rich dynamic aspects of genre knowledge can be disclosed. The
chapters deal with genre knowledge in various settings, illustrating the impact of time, place,
medium, skills and purpose, and some chapters deal with genre analysis in a broader sense giving
ideas for applied genre analysis. The book is of interest to professionals and scholars in
communication studies, discourse analysis, and social and cognitive science.
  genre analysis john swales: Aspects of Article Introductions, Michigan Classics Ed. John M.
Swales, 2011-06-02 A reissue of Ashton ESP research reports no. 1 (1981). Originally published:
Birmingham, England: Language Studies Unit, University of Aston in Birmingham, 1981.
  genre analysis john swales: Introducing Genre and English for Specific Purposes Sunny
Hyon, 2017-10-12 Genre analysis has become a key approach within the field of English for Specific
Purposes and helps students understand particular language use patterns in target contexts.
Introducing Genre and English for Specific Purposes provides an overview of how genre has been
conceptualized and applied in ESP, as well as the features that distinguish ESP genre research and
teaching from those of other genre schools. The macro and micro aspects of ESP genre-based
pedagogy are also analysed and include: different possibilities for planning and designing an ESP
genre-based course; the concrete, micro aspects of materials creation; and how genres can be
learned through play. Introducing Genre and English for Specific Purposes is essential reading for
students and pre-service teachers who are studying Genre, English for Specific Purposes or
language teaching methodologies.
  genre analysis john swales: Analysing Genre V. K. Bhatia, 2014-01-14 Genre analysis has a
long-established tradition in literature, but interest in the analysis of non-literary genres has been
very recent. This book examines the theory of genre analysis, looks at genre analysis in action,
taking texts from a wide variety of genres and discusses the use of genre analysis in language
teaching and language reform.
  genre analysis john swales: Points of Departure Tricia Serviss, Sandra Jamieson, 2018-01-08
Points of Departure encourages a return to empirical research about writing, presenting a wealth of
transparent, reproducible studies of student sources. The volume shows how to develop methods for
coding and characterizing student texts, their choice of source material, and the resources used to
teach information literacy. In so doing, the volume advances our understanding of how students
actually write. The contributors offer methodologies, techniques, and suggestions for research that
move beyond decontextualized guides to grapple with the messiness of research-in-process, as well
as design, development, and expansion. Serviss and Jamieson’s model of RAD writing studies
research is transcontextual and based on hybridized or mixed methods. Among these methods are
citation context analysis, research-aloud protocols, textual and genre analysis, surveys, interviews,
and focus groups, with an emphasis on process and knowledge as contingent. Chapters report on
research projects at different stages and across institution types—from pilot to multi-site, from
community college to research university—focusing on the methods and artifacts employed. A rich
mosaic of research about research, Points of Departure advances knowledge about student writing
and serves as a guide for both new and experienced researchers in writing studies. Contributors:
Crystal Benedicks, Katt Blackwell-Starnes, Lee-Ann Kastman Breuch, Kristi Murray Costello, Anne
Diekema, Rebecca Moore Howard, Sandra Jamieson, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, Brian N. Larson, Karen J.
Lunsford, M. Whitney Olsen, Tricia Serviss, Janice R. Walker
  genre analysis john swales: Academic Writing for Graduate Students John M. Swales,
Christine B. Feak, 2004 New material featured in this edition includes updates and replacements of
older data sets, a broader range of disciplines represented in models and examples, a discussion of
discourse analysis, and tips for Internet communication.
  genre analysis john swales: Academic Writing for Graduate Students John M. Swales,
Christine B. Feak, 1994 A Course for Nonnative Speakers of English. Genre-based approach.
Includes units such as graphs and commenting on other data and research papers.
  genre analysis john swales: English for Specific Purposes Tom Hutchinson, Alan Waters,
1987-01-29 The main concern is effective learning and how this can best be achieved in ESP



courses. This book discusses the evolution of ESP, the role of the ESP teacher, course design,
syllabuses, materials, teaching methods, and evaluation procedures. It will be of interest to all
teachers who are concerned with ESP. Those who are new to the field will find it a thorough,
practical introduction while those with more extensive experience will find its approach both
stimulating and innovative.
  genre analysis john swales: English in Today's Research World John M. Swales, 2011
  genre analysis john swales: Telling a Research Story Christine B. Feak, John M. Swales,
2009 Telling a Research Story: Writing a Literature Review is concerned with the writing of a
literature review and is not designed to address any of the preliminary processes leading up to the
actual writing of the literature review. This volume represents a revision and expansion of the
material on writing literature reviews that appeared in English in Today's Research World. This
volume progresses from general to specific issues in the writing of literature reviews. It opens with
some orientations that raise awareness of the issues that surround the telling of a research story.
Issues of structure and matters of language, style, and rhetoric are then discussed. Sections on
metadiscourse, citation, and paraphrasing and summarizing are included.
  genre analysis john swales: Abstracts and the Writing of Abstracts John M. Swales,
Christine B. Feak, 2009 Today's research world demands a variety of different abstracts to serve
different purposes. As a result, writing abstracts can be a difficult task for graduate and
international students, researchers, and even practiced authors. Abstracts and the Writing of
Abstracts is designed to demystify the construction of this essential writing form and to equip
scholars with the skills to summarize their work in clear and compelling ways. This volume
represents a revision and expansion of the material on writing abstracts that appeared in English in
Today's Research World. The Abstracts volume focuses on abstracts for research articles before
addressing abstracts for short communications, conferences, and PhD dissertations. It also covers
keywords, titles, and author names. Wherever appropriate within the text, Language Focus sections
discuss options and provide tips for meeting specific linguistic challenges posed by the writing of
different types of abstracts.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre and the Language Learning Classroom Brian Paltridge,
2001 An analysis of how a curriculum based on communicative events can enhance learning in the
language classroom
  genre analysis john swales: Scenes of Writing Amy J. Devitt, Mary Jo Reiff, Anis S. Bawarshi,
2004 Based in current genre theory, this guide helps writers make more informed rhetorical choices
and participate more effectively within academic, workplace and public contexts. This text illustrates
how to use genres to assess, understand, and write within different scenes or writing situations.
Discussions of writing for academic contexts cover writing analysis, argument, and research-based
genres. Public and workplace writing is illustrated though discussions of other genres—letters,
resumes, proposals, reports.
  genre analysis john swales: Discourse on the Move Douglas Biber, Ulla Connor, Thomas A.
Upton, 2007-09-19 Discourse on the Move is the first book-length exploration of how corpus-based
methods can be used for discourse analysis, applied to the description of discourse organization. The
primary goal is to bring these two analytical perspectives together: undertaking a detailed discourse
analysis of each individual text, but doing so in terms that can be generalized across all texts of a
corpus. The book explores two major approaches to this task: ‘top-down’ and ‘bottom-up’. In the
‘top-down’ approach, the functional components of a genre are determined first, and then all texts in
a corpus are analyzed in terms of those components. In contrast, textual components emerge from
the corpus analysis in the bottom-up approach, and the discourse organization of individual texts is
then analyzed in terms of linguistically-defined textual categories. Both approaches are illustrated
through case studies of discourse structure in particular genres: fund-raising letters,
biology/biochemistry research articles, and university classroom teaching.
  genre analysis john swales: Creating Contexts Christine B. Feak, John M. Swales, 2011
Volume 3 of the revised and expanded edition of English in today's research world--T.p.



  genre analysis john swales: Everyday Genres Mary Soliday, 2011-02-07 In Everyday Genres:
Writing Assignments across the Disciplines, Mary Soliday calls on genre theory- which proposes that
writing cannot be separated from social situation-to analyze the common assignments given to
writing students in the college classroom, and to investigate how new writers and expert readers
respond to a variety of types of coursework in different fields. This in-depth study of writing
pedagogy looks at many challenges facing both instructors and students in college composition
classes, and offers a thorough and refreshing exploration of writing experience, ability, and
rhetorical situation. Soliday provides an overview of the contemporary theory and research in
Writing across the Curriculum programs, focusing specifically on the implementation of the Writing
Fellows Program at the City College of New York. Drawing on her direct observations of colleagues
and students at the school, she addresses the everyday challenges that novice writers face, such as
developing an appropriate stance in one's writing, and the intricacies of choosing and developing
content. The volume then goes on to address some of the most pressing questions being asked by
teachers of composition: To what extent can writing be separated from its situation? How can
rhetorical expertise be shared across fields? And to what degree is writing ability local rather than
general? Soliday argues that, while writing is closely connected to situation, general rhetorical
principles can still be capably applied if those situations are known. The key to improving writing
instruction, she maintains, is to construct contexts that expose writers to the social actions that
genres perform for readers. Supplementing the author's case study are six appendixes, complete
with concrete examples and helpful teaching tools to establish effective classroom practices and
exercises in Writing across the Curriculum programs. Packed with useful information and insight,
Everyday Genres is an essential volume for both students and teachers seeking to expand their
understanding of the nature of writing.
  genre analysis john swales: The Birds of Washtenaw County, Michigan Michael A. Kielb,
John M. Swales, Richard A. Wolinski, 1992 A comprehensive account of bird sightings in Washtenaw
County
  genre analysis john swales: Standardizing Written English Amy J. Devitt, 1989-11-23
Professor Devitt offers a new view of the linguistic process of standardization, the movement of
specific language features towards uniformity. Drawing on theoretical arguments and empirical
data, she examines the way in which linguistic conformity develops out of variation, and the textual
and social factors that influence this process. After defining and clarifying the general theoretical
issues involved, the author takes as a specific case study the standardization of written English in
Scotland in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and shows that standardization is a gradual
process, that it occurs at significantly different rates and times in different genres, that it
encompasses periods of great variation, and that it occurs concurrently with sociopolitical shifts. The
interrelationship of linguistic features, genres, and social pressures shape the nature and direction
of standardization.
  genre analysis john swales: New Applications of Genre Analysis to Technical Manuals Ángel
Felices Lago, Diana Fernández Lloret, 2012 Introduces flexibility in the established procedure of
genre analysis for technical manuals. This title discusses a number of different approaches to genre
analysis, mainly those of Bhatia and Lassen, but considering also the pioneering contribution of John
Swales.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre in the Classroom Ann M. Johns, 2001-11 Presents the major
theoretical approaches to genre in applied linguistics, ESL/EFL pedagogies, rhetoric, and
composition studies throughout the world; describes how research and pedagogy relate to each of
these perspectives; discusses applications.
  genre analysis john swales: Text, Role and Context Ann M. Johns, 1997-06-13 This text
explores fundamental issues relating to student literacies and instructor roles and practices within
academic contexts. It offers a brief history of literacy theories and argues for socioliterate
approaches to teaching and learning in which texts are viewed as primarily socially constructed.
Central to socioliteracy, the concepts genre and discourse community, are presented in detail. The



author argues for roles for literacy practitioners in which they and their students conduct research
and are involved in joint pedagogical endeavors. The final chapters are devoted to outlining how the
views presented can be applied to a variety of classroom texts. Core curricular design principles are
outlined, and three types of portfolio-based academic literacy classrooms are described.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre Analysis John M Swales, 1990
  genre analysis john swales: Worlds of Written Discourse Vijay Kumar Bhatia, 2004-06-22
This book extends the scope and coverage of genre theory, giving more emphasis to what is known
as pragmatic space; in other words it integrates the study of discourse at the textual level with the
study of how that discourse operates in its social context.
  genre analysis john swales: Genre In The New Rhetoric Aviva Freedman, Peter Medway,
2003-09-02 In this work, theorists reflect on the growing interest in genre studies in a number of
inter-related disciplines such as literary theory, sociology and cultural studies, and examine the
implications this reconception of genre has on both research and teaching.
  genre analysis john swales: Metaphors of Genre David Fishelov, 2010-11-01
  genre analysis john swales: Register, Genre, and Style Douglas Biber, Susan Conrad,
2009-10-29 This book describes the most important kinds of texts in English and introduces the
methodological techniques used to analyse them. Three analytical approaches are introduced and
compared, describing a wide range of texts from the perspectives of register, genre and style. The
primary focus of the book is on the analysis of registers. Part 1 introduces an analytical framework
for studying registers, genre conventions, and styles. Part 2 provides detailed descriptions of
particular text varieties in English, including spoken interpersonal varieties (conversation, university
office hours, service encounters), written varieties (newspapers, academic prose, fiction), and
emerging electronic varieties (e-mail, internet forums, text messages). Finally, Part 3 introduces
advanced analytical approaches using corpora, and discusses theoretical concerns, such as the place
of register studies in linguistics, and practical applications of register analysis. Each chapter ends
with three types of activities: reflection and review activities, analysis activities, and larger project
ideas.
  genre analysis john swales: Persuasion in Specialised Discourses Olga
Dontcheva-Navratilova, Martin Adam, Renata Povolná, Radek Vogel, 2020-12-10 This book examines
the concept of persuasion in written texts for specialist audiences in the English and Czech
languages. By exploring a corpus of academic research articles, corporate reports, religious sermons
and user manuals the authors aim to reveal similarities and differences in rhetorical strategies
across cultures and genres. They draw on Biber and Conrad’s (2009) model for contextualising
interaction in specialised discourses, Bell’s (1997) framework for the analysis of participants roles,
Swales’ (1990) genre analysis approach for considering genre constraints and Hyland’s (2005)
metadiscourse model for investigating writer-reader interaction. The result is a book which will
appeal to researchers and students in Discourse Studies, especially those with an interest in genre
and rhetorical strategies.
  genre analysis john swales: New Directions in English for Specific Purposes Research Diane
Dewhurst Belcher, Ann M. Johns, Brian Paltridge, 2011 Studying language, discourses, and contexts
of use—as well as student needs, in the broadest sense—and then applying these findings to the
pedagogical practices, is what distinguishes ESP from other branches of applied linguistics and
language teaching. The fundamental arguments in this volume are that ESP researchers must use all
of the tools available to systematically assess the needs, identities, and issues faced by learners and
the language and discourses of their contexts—as well as the “frames” brought to the context by the
researchers themselves. In addition, ESP researchers must continue to develop the convergence
between research, teaching, and learning as the profession continues to advance. This volume has
two parts: Issues in ESP Research, which includes chapters by Ken Hyland, Brian Paltridge and Wei
Wang, An Cheng, Diane Belcher and Lauren Lukkarila, and Anna Mauranen, and Methodologies and
ESP Research, which includes chapters by John Flowerdew, Christine Tardy, Sue Starfield, Ann
Johns and Leketi Makalela, Lynne Flowerdew, and Magdi Kandil and Diane Belcher. Fittingly, John



Swales, the father of ESP and author of Episodes of ESP, has contributed some remarks to close this
important volume about the future of ESP.
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