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Get Up and Bar the Door Ballad Analysis: A Deep
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Introduction:

Ever wondered about the enduring appeal of a seemingly simple ballad? "Get Up
and Bar the Door" might seem like a lighthearted tale of a humorous marital
squabble, but beneath its seemingly simple surface lies a rich tapestry of
social commentary, gender dynamics, and the enduring power of oral tradition.
This in-depth analysis will dissect the ballad's themes, symbolism, narrative
structure, and historical context, revealing its surprising depth and
relevance even today. We’ll explore the comedic elements alongside the subtle
criticisms of societal norms embedded within the verses. Prepare to unlock
the hidden secrets of this captivating Scottish folk classic.

I. Historical Context and Origins:

"Get Up and Bar the Door" is a prime example of a traditional ballad, meaning
it was passed down orally through generations before being committed to
print. Its origins are shrouded in some mystery, but it's widely believed to
have emerged from Scotland, possibly sometime between the 16th and 18th
centuries. Pinpointing the exact date is impossible due to the nature of oral
transmission. However, the ballad's themes—domestic disputes, gender roles,
and the anxieties surrounding the outside world—offer valuable insights into
the lives and concerns of the people who perpetuated its story. The
prevalence of such ballads points to a culture rich in storytelling and a
shared understanding of common struggles and social realities. The setting
itself, a humble cottage home, speaks to the ballad's focus on everyday life
and the anxieties of ordinary people.

II. Narrative Structure and Key Events:

The ballad's narrative is remarkably simple yet effective. It centers on a
husband and wife engaged in a playful yet subtly tense competition. The
challenge? The first to speak loses the right to bar the door against
intruders. The narrative unfolds through a series of escalating events. The
first few stanzas introduce the comedic conflict. The husband, focused on
enjoying his ale, repeatedly ignores his wife’s warnings. The increasing
urgency of the situation, with various characters (e.g., a "kimmer" – a
neighbor woman) attempting to enter the home, contributes to the rising



action. The climax arrives when the wife, in a desperate attempt to win the
challenge and secure their home, silently pushes intruders out. The
resolution is both unexpected and subtly ironic. The wife's silence has won
her the contest, but at the cost of revealing the true nature of the
intruders, and perhaps, highlighting a deeper commentary on the societal
pressures faced by women.

III. Character Analysis: Husband and Wife

The characters are not complex individuals but rather archetypes
representative of broader societal roles. The husband is portrayed as a lazy,
self-absorbed individual more concerned with his own comfort than the safety
of his home. His refusal to act is not simply comedic; it functions as a
critique of male complacency and a failure to fulfill traditional masculine
roles of protection. Conversely, the wife, though initially presented as
perhaps equally stubborn, demonstrates resourcefulness and quick thinking
when she finally acts, thus subverting traditional gender roles. Her silent
action highlights her practical intelligence and challenges the passive role
often ascribed to women in traditional ballads. The clever resolution of the
wife subverting the simple challenge with her silent acts underscores the
limitations of those traditional roles. The ballad doesn't necessarily
celebrate the wife's actions as being fully positive; it does, however, use
them to create an intriguing contradiction to the expectations of the time.

IV. Themes and Symbolism:

Beyond its surface humor, "Get Up and Bar the Door" explores several deeper
themes. The most prominent is the dynamic between the sexes. The seemingly
trivial contest becomes a microcosm of the power struggle between husband and
wife, reflecting the broader gender inequalities of the time. The act of
"barring the door" itself is symbolic. It represents protection, security,
and the boundaries between the domestic sphere and the outside world. The
repeated intrusions highlight the vulnerability of the home and the anxieties
surrounding external threats. The ballad also subtly comments on the societal
expectations placed on both men and women. The husband's inaction and the
wife's eventual decisive action raise questions about gender roles and their
limitations. Finally, the ballad offers commentary on the importance of
communication (or the lack thereof) within a marriage and the consequences
that can arise when that communication is disrupted, particularly during
times of crisis.

V. The Ballad's Enduring Appeal:

"Get Up and Bar the Door" continues to resonate with audiences centuries
after its creation due to its timeless themes. The simple yet effective
narrative, combined with the comedic elements, makes it easily accessible and
engaging. The underlying social commentary, however, elevates the ballad
beyond mere entertainment. Its exploration of gender roles, domestic
tensions, and the anxieties surrounding safety provides a window into the



past, offering valuable insights into the lives and concerns of people in
earlier eras. The ballad's enduring popularity demonstrates the power of oral
tradition and the ability of seemingly simple stories to convey profound
truths about the human condition.

VI. Conclusion:

In conclusion, "Get Up and Bar the Door" is far more than a simple comedic
ballad. It is a complex piece of folk literature that offers a nuanced
exploration of gender dynamics, social pressures, and the challenges of
domestic life. By meticulously analyzing its narrative structure, character
development, themes, and symbolism, we gain a deeper understanding of its
enduring appeal and its place within the broader context of Scottish folklore
and social history. Its legacy lies not only in its entertainment value but
also in its ability to prompt ongoing conversations about gender roles,
communication, and the challenges of everyday life.

VII. Analysis Outline:

Name: A Comprehensive Analysis of "Get Up and Bar the Door"

Introduction: Briefly introduce the ballad and its historical context.
Chapter 1: Historical Context and Origins: Trace the ballad's likely origins
and its significance within Scottish oral tradition.
Chapter 2: Narrative Structure and Key Events: Analyze the ballad's
structure, identifying the key events and their dramatic function.
Chapter 3: Character Analysis: Examine the roles and characteristics of the
husband and wife, considering their portrayal within the context of societal
expectations.
Chapter 4: Themes and Symbolism: Explore the ballad's central themes, such as
gender roles, domesticity, and security. Analyze key symbols and their
significance.
Chapter 5: Language and Style: Discuss the language used in the ballad and
how it contributes to its overall impact.
Chapter 6: Variations and Adaptations: Explore any known variations or
adaptations of the ballad over time.
Chapter 7: The Ballad's Enduring Appeal: Discuss the reasons for the ballad's
continued relevance and popularity.
Conclusion: Summarize the key findings and reiterate the significance of the
ballad's enduring appeal.

(Detailed explanation of each chapter point would follow here, mirroring the
content already provided above, but expanding on each point with further
detailed analysis, textual evidence, and scholarly references where
appropriate.)

FAQs:



What is the main conflict in "Get Up and Bar the Door"? The main1.
conflict is a playful but tense competition between a husband and wife
over who will speak first and thus lose the right to bar the door.

What is the significance of the wife's silence? Her silence is a1.
strategic move that subverts the rules of the contest and reveals a
surprising aspect of her character, challenging traditional female
roles.

What social commentary is present in the ballad? The ballad subtly1.
critiques gender roles, male complacency, and the anxieties surrounding
domestic security.

What is the historical context of the ballad? It likely originated in1.
Scotland between the 16th and 18th centuries, reflecting the societal
norms and concerns of the time.

What type of ballad is "Get Up and Bar the Door"? It's a traditional1.
ballad, passed down orally through generations before being written
down.

How does the ballad use humor? Humor is used to engage the reader and to1.
soften the critique of societal norms presented within the story.

What are the key symbols in the ballad? The act of barring the door1.
symbolizes protection and security, while the repeated intrusions
represent external threats.

Why is the ballad still relevant today? Its themes of gender dynamics,1.
domestic life, and communication remain relevant and resonate with
audiences centuries later.



What are some other similar ballads from the same period? (This would1.
require specific research and listing of similar ballads, with brief
descriptions).

Related Articles:

Scottish Ballad Traditions: A Historical Overview: An exploration of the1.
history and evolution of Scottish balladry.

Gender Roles in Traditional Scottish Ballads: A comparative analysis of2.
gender representations in various Scottish ballads.

The Power of Oral Tradition in Storytelling: An examination of the3.
importance of oral transmission in preserving cultural narratives.

Humor and Social Commentary in Folk Literature: A broader discussion of4.
how humor is used to convey social criticism in folk tales.

The Domestic Sphere in Early Modern Scotland: A historical perspective5.
on the role and significance of the home in Scottish society.

Analysis of other Scottish ballads with similar themes: A comparative6.
analysis of "Get Up and Bar the Door" with other ballads sharing similar
thematic elements.

The impact of social class in Scottish ballads: An analysis of how class7.
differences influenced the narrative and themes of Scottish folk songs.

Musical Adaptations of Get Up and Bar the Door: An exploration of8.
various musical interpretations of the ballad over time.

The use of irony and satire in traditional ballads: A wider discussion9.
of how irony and satire are employed in traditional balladry to explore
complex social themes.
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psychoanalytic literature confusion persists and much less has been written about jealousy than
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literary critics. In the nineteenth century many authors attempted to mediate the culture(s) of the
working classes for the enjoyment of their predominantly middle-class audiences. In so doing they
took songs out of their original social and musical contexts and employed a variety of strategies
which - consciously or unconsciously - romanticised, falsified or denigrated what the novels or
stories claimed to represent. In addition, some writers who were well-informed about the cultures
they described used allusion to song as a covert system of reference to topics such as sexuality and
the criticism of class and gender relations which it was difficult to discuss directly.
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Freeman, 1911
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Elements of Literature Probst, 1997
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Joking Asides Elliott Oring, 2016-09-01 Nothing in
the understanding of humor is as simple as it might seem. In Joking Asides, Elliott Oring confronts
the problems of humor, analyzing the key contemporary approaches to its study and addressing
controversial topics with new empirical data and insights. A folklorist drawn to the study of humor,
Oring developed his formulation of “appropriate incongruity” as a frame to understand what jokes
must do to produce humor. He tests appropriate incongruity against other major positions in the
field, including the general theory of verbal humor, conceptual integration theory, benign violation
theory, and false-belief theory. Oring draws on the work of scholars from several
disciplines—anthropology, folklore, philosophy, psychology, linguistics, and literature—to ask basic
questions about the construction and evolution of jokes, untangle the matter of who the actual
targets of a joke might be, and characterize the artistic qualities of jokes and joke performances.
Although Oring guides the reader through a forest of jokes and joke genres, this is not a joke book. A
major work from a major scholar, Joking Asides is a rigorous exploration of theoretical approaches to
jokes and their functions and is filled with disquieting questions, penetrating criticisms, and original
observations. Written in a clear and accessible style, this book will prove valuable to any scholar or
student who takes matters of jokes and joking seriously.
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Winston, 1999-08-02
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Introductory Essay on His Intellectual Development Hill Shine, 1953
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  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Speech Abstracts , 1970
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Journal of American Folklore , 1961
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Model Guides for Teaching Literature Clarence
C. Lipscomb, M. Lawrence Tucker, 1969



  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Gramophone ,
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Bulletin Tennessee Folklore Society, 1977 Includes
music (unaccompanied melodies).
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Open-book tests Prentice-Hall, Inc, 2002
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Occasional Contribution University of Kentucky.
Libraries, 1953
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Ethnomusicology and Folk Music Society for
Ethnomusicology, 1966
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Tennessee Folklore Society Bulletin Tennessee
Folklore Society, 1977
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Occasional Contribution , 1953
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: John Donne's Poetry John Donne, 1992 This
second edition of John Donne's Poetry presents a large selection of his most significant work. To the
more than one hundred poems of the First Edition, nineteen new poems have now been added-five
Elegies, four Satires (enabling the reader to view them as a sequence, as they have come to be
regarded), six Verse Letters, and four Divine Poems.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Record Changer , 1955
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Horn Book Gershon Legman, 1964
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Highwayman Alfred Noyes, 2013-12-12 The
road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor, And the highwayman came riding-
Riding-riding- The highwayman came riding, up to the old inn-door. In Alfred Noyes's thrilling poem,
charged with drama and tension, we ride with the highwayman and recoil from the terrible fate that
befalls him and his sweetheart Bess, the landlord's daughter. The vivid imagery of the writing is
matched by Charles Keeping's haunting illustrations which won him the Kate Greenaway Medal.
This new edition features rescanned artwork to capture the breath-taking detail of Keeping's
illustrations and a striking new cover.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Music, Books on Music, and Sound Recordings
Library of Congress, 1973
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Chicorel Index to Poetry in Anthologies and
Collections in Print Marietta Chicorel, 1974
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Redemption Song Chris Salewicz, 2008-05-13 With
exclusive access to Strummer's friends, relatives, and fellow musicians, music journalist Chris
Salewicz penetrates the soul of an rock 'n roll icon. The Clash was--and still is--one of the most
important groups of the late 1970s and early 1980s. Indebted to rockabilly, reggae, Memphis soul,
cowboy justice, and '60s protest, the overtly political band railed against war, racism, and a
dead-end economy, and in the process imparted a conscience to punk. Their eponymous first record
and London Calling still rank in Rolling Stone's top-ten best albums of all time, and in 2003 they
were officially inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Joe Strummer was the Clash's front
man, a rock-and-roll hero seen by many as the personification of outlaw integrity and street cool.
The political heart of the Clash, Strummer synthesized gritty toughness and poetic sensitivity in a
manner that still resonates with listeners, and his untimely death in December 2002 shook the
world, further solidifying his iconic status. Salewicz was a friend to Strummer for close to three
decades and has covered the Clash's career and the entire punk movement from its inception. He
uses his vantage point to write Redemption Song, the definitive biography of Strummer, charting his
enormous worldwide success, his bleak years in the wilderness after the Clash's bitter breakup, and
his triumphant return to stardom at the end of his life. Salewicz argues for Strummer's place in a
long line of protest singers that includes Woody Guthrie, John Lennon, and Bob Marley, and
examines by turns Strummer's and punk's ongoing cultural influence.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Gramophone Long Playing Classical Record
Catalogue , 1963
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Index to Poetry for Children and Young People,



1982-1987 G. Meredith Blackburn, 1989 A title, subject, author, and first line index to poetry in
collections for children and young people.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: High Fidelity , 1955 Contains Records in review.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: I Hear America Singing Walt Whitman, 1991
Whitman's famous poem, accompanied by linoleum-cut illustrations, depicts people at work all over
an earlier America.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Lyrics Bob Dylan, 2016-11-08 WINNER OF THE
NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE A beautiful, comprehensive volume of Dylan’s lyrics, from the
beginning of his career through the present day—with the songwriter’s edits to dozens of songs,
appearing here for the first time. Bob Dylan is one of the most important songwriters of our time,
responsible for modern classics such as “Like a Rolling Stone,” “Mr. Tambourine Man,” and “The
Times They Are a-Changin’.” The Lyrics is a comprehensive and definitive collection of Dylan’s most
recent writing as well as the early works that are such an essential part of the canon. Well known for
changing the lyrics to even his best-loved songs, Dylan has edited dozens of songs for this volume,
making The Lyrics a must-read for everyone from fanatics to casual fans.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Paul Revere's Ride Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
1907
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Way Things are Roger McGough, 1999 A
collection of poems by the Liverpool born poet, Roger McGough.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Culture & Tradition , 1980
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13
A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst
onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory,
imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of
Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa,
and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer
at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The Book of the Dead Muriel Rukeyser, 2018
Written in response to the Hawk's Nest Tunnel disaster of 1931 in Gauley Bridge, West Virginia, The
Book of the Dead is an important part of West Virginia's cultural heritage and a powerful account of
one of the worst industrial catastrophes in American history. The poems collected here investigate
the roots of a tragedy that killed hundreds of workers, most of them African American. They are a
rare engagement with the overlap between race and environment in Appalachia. Published for the
first time alongside photographs by Nancy Naumburg, who accompanied Rukeyser to Gauley Bridge
in 1936, this edition of The Book of the Dead includes an introduction by Catherine Venable Moore,
whose writing on the topic has been anthologized in Best American Essays.
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening Robert
Frost, 2022-11-03
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: The English and Scottish Popular Ballads Francis
James Child, 1898
  get up and bar the door ballad analysis: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou,
2010-07-21 Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry,
and the wonder of words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern
American classic beloved worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient
grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of



abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her
mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the
consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the
kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with
William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. Poetic and powerful, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people read. “I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou confronts her
own life with such a moving wonder, such a luminous dignity.”—James Baldwin From the Paperback
edition.
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