
he was giving him the business

Decoding the Slang: What Does "He Was Giving
Him the Business" Mean?

The idiom "he was giving him the business" is a common colloquialism, but its
precise meaning can be elusive to those unfamiliar with informal English.
This comprehensive guide will explore the various interpretations and
contexts of this phrase, delving into its origins, nuances, and appropriate
usage. Understanding this idiom will enhance your comprehension of everyday
conversations and informal written communication.

Article Outline:

Literal vs. Figurative Meaning: Distinguishing the literal and1.
figurative interpretations of "giving the business."

Contextual Variations: Exploring how the phrase's meaning shifts2.
depending on the situation.

Origins and History: Tracing the possible origins and evolution of this3.
idiomatic expression.

Similar Idioms and Phrases: Comparing "giving the business" to other4.
idioms with overlapping meanings.

Appropriate Usage in Different Settings: Guidance on when and how to use5.
the phrase effectively.

Examples in Sentences: Illustrative examples showcasing the phrase's6.
diverse applications.

1. Literal vs. Figurative Meaning: Understanding the
Core Interpretations

The literal meaning of "giving the business" is
rarely used. It would refer to actually providing



someone with their work or a service.
This is a far less common interpretation. The phrase usually carries a
figurative weight, hinting at a more forceful or intense interaction.

The figurative meaning usually describes a forceful
reprimand or a severe beating.
In this context, "business" doesn't refer to commerce, but rather to a harsh
or intense dealing, implying punishment or a significant confrontation.

2. Contextual Variations: Nuances of Meaning Based
on Situation

In a professional setting, "giving the business"
might indicate a strong criticism or a stern
reprimand.
This could involve a manager delivering harsh feedback to an underperforming
employee.

In a personal relationship, it could suggest a
heated argument or a significant disagreement.
The intensity of the "business" could range from a shouting match to a
protracted conflict.

Within a sporting context, it could refer to an
aggressive and dominant performance by one
competitor against another.
A team "giving the business" to their opponent might be exhibiting superior
skill and strategy.

In criminal slang, it can refer to a physical
assault or attack.
This usage is more direct and forceful, implying violence.

3. Origins and History: Tracing the Roots of the



Idiom

The exact origins of "giving the business" are
difficult to pinpoint.
Its development likely emerged from informal language and street slang,
gradually making its way into broader usage.

It is likely rooted in the idea of “dealing with”
someone firmly.
The word "business" takes on the meaning of serious and thorough attention –
in this case, usually negative attention.

The evolution reflects a shift in slang usage.
What may have begun as a milder reprimand has likely become amplified over
time to include more severe scenarios.

4. Similar Idioms and Phrases: Exploring Related
Expressions

"Giving someone a piece of your mind" shares a
similar sentiment of expressing strong disapproval.
However, this phrase is generally less violent in implication.

"Laying down the law" implies a more authoritative
approach to correction.
This emphasizes the imposition of rules and consequences.

"Chewing someone out" is a more informal equivalent,
emphasizing the verbal aspect of the reprimand.
This focuses on the harshness of the words used.

5. Appropriate Usage in Different Settings: Choosing
the Right Time and Place



Using "giving the business" in formal settings is
generally inappropriate.
It's a highly informal idiom and should be avoided in professional
communications or written documents.

Informal conversations among friends or family are
more appropriate contexts.
However, even in these settings, caution should be exercised, as it can be
interpreted negatively depending on tone and context.

Understanding your audience and the specific context
is vital.
Misuse can lead to misunderstandings or offense.

6. Examples in Sentences: Illustrating the Phrase's
Usage

"The coach was giving the rookie the business after
his costly mistake in the game."
This demonstrates the sporting context.

"My boss gave me the business for missing the
deadline."
This highlights the professional context.

"After their argument, she was clearly giving him
the business with her icy stare."
This illustrates a nonverbal implication of the phrase.

"He was clearly giving the other guy the business,
landing a series of punches."
This describes a more aggressive and potentially violent interpretation.



Conclusion:

"He was giving him the business" is a versatile idiom, but its interpretation
hinges heavily on context. While often implying a stern reprimand or even
physical altercation, the precise meaning shifts across situations. Using
this guide, understanding the nuances of this phrase will greatly improve
your understanding of informal English conversations and communication.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Is "giving the business" always negative? While typically negative, it can
sometimes describe a particularly intense and impressive performance, such as
in a sports context.

Is it appropriate for professional communication? No, avoid using this idiom
in formal settings.

What's the best way to understand the meaning in a specific context? Pay
attention to the surrounding words, the tone of the speaker, and the overall
situation.
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  he was giving him the business: Last Call Jerry Markbreit, Alan Steinberg, 2012-04-06
Drawing on his more than thirty years of experience (including a record four Super Bowls) as the
NFL's top referee, Jerry Markbreit describes the hard-hitting, fast-paced NFL action from a
perspective few others can match. Filled with humorous anecdotes as well as his opinions on
controversial subjects and players and coaches, this book is the first comprehensive look at pro
football officiating from the official's point of view -- and Markbreit's homage to the sport he has
helped define.
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author, a computer science professor diagnosed with terminal cancer, explores his life, the lessons
that he has learned, how he has worked to achieve his childhood dreams, and the effect of his
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... United States. Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations, 1954
  he was giving him the business: American Fox and Fur Farmer , 1921
  he was giving him the business: The Northwestern Reporter , 1892
  he was giving him the business: The Spectator , 1852 A weekly review of politics, literature,
theology, and art.



  he was giving him the business: Destiny Has No Favorites Dieter Klett, 2012-10-09 This is a
story of a person arriving in this country in this country and in this city where he eventually ended
up in the middle of the night, not knowing a soul in Canada and having just about $10.- in his pocket.
Using my imagination I let this imaginary person - Peter- show the reader the adventures and
misadventures he and eventually his family experienced in this for him so strange and at the same
time exciting new place. I decided to cover a period of roughly the first 25 years Peter spent in his
new chosed homeland. I could have continued showing the development of his and his family's life
after the 25 year period, but I decided against that. I wanted this story to have closure. Another
possible book would show the reader how Peter's life continued after 25 years and would show us
how he and his loved ones continued with their lives with its ups and downs. The gist of the events
occured from the mid 1950's until the early 1980's. I actually completed this book in 1982. It was
lying in my filing cabinet for 30 years, because I never had either the time or inclination to publish in
writing. The title of this publication: Destiny has no Favorites is correct. Destiny, or fate, has no
favorites and we all are at the mercy of this destiny destined for us by that higher power we may call
God, Nature, the Absolute Being, the Creator, Providence, the Omnipotent, Being the Supreme Soul
or whatever mage us feel better to accept the unacceptable.
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United States. Congress. Senate, 1872
  he was giving him the business: Routledge Revivals: John Phillips and the Business of
Victorian Science (2005) Jack Morrell, 2016-10-04 First published in 2005, this book represents the
first full length biography of John Phillips, one of the most remarkable and important scientists of
the Victorian period. Adopting a broad chronological approach, this book not only traces the
development of Phillips’ career but clarifies and highlights his role within Victorian culture,
shedding light on many wider themes. It explores how Phillips’ love of science was inseparable from
his need to earn a living and develop a career which could sustain him. Hence questions of power,
authority, reputation and patronage were central to Phillips’ career and scientific work. Drawing on
a wealth of primary sources and a rich body of recent writings on Victorian science, this biography
brings together his personal story with the scientific theories and developments of the day, and fixes
them firmly within the context of wider society.
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  he was giving him the business: Rulings United States. Social Security Administration, 1984
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Congress. Senate. Small Business Enterprises, Special Committee to Study and Survey Problems of,
1947
  he was giving him the business: Everybody's Pepys Samuel Pepys, 1926 Samuel Pepys' FRS,
MP, JP, (pron.: /pi?ps/;[1] 23 February 1633? 26 May 1703) was an English naval administrator and
Member of Parliament who is now most famous for the diary he kept for a decade while still a
relatively young man. Although Pepys had no maritime experience, he rose by patronage, hard work
and his talent for administration, to be the Chief Secretary to the Admiralty under both King Charles
II and subsequently King James II. His influence and reforms at the Admiralty were important in the
early professionalisation of the Royal Navy.[2] The detailed private diary Pepys kept from 1660 until
1669 was first published in the 19th century, and is one of the most important primary sources for
the English Restoration period. It provides a combination of personal revelation and eyewitness
accounts of great events, such as the Great Plague of London, the Second Dutch War and the Great
Fire of London.--Wikipedia.
  he was giving him the business: Private Practice MBA Jeremy Pyle, Robbie Poe, 2023-03-21 A
step-by-step road map for creating the business that you, your staff, and your patients deserve. Let’s
get real . . . Should you read this book? Here’s the thing: Most physicians aren’t looking for
something new. Most of us are pretty set in our ways, and we’re taught from day one to be fearful of
running our own practices. But what if you didn’t have to do it alone? What if you knew how to run a
thriving practice that didn’t run your life into the ground? What if there was a step-by-step system
that you felt confident implementing yourself? That’s exactly what you’ll find within the pages of this
book. And if that’s the kind of thing you’ve been looking for, then let’s get started . . . together.
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  he was giving him the business: Confessions (Unabridged) Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
2018-11-02 This eBook edition of Confessions has been formatted to the highest digital standards
and adjusted for readability on all devices. Confessions is an autobiographical book which covers the
first fifty-three years of Rousseau's life, up to 1765. It was completed in 1769, but not published until
1782, four years after Rousseau's death, even though Rousseau did read excerpts of his manuscript
publicly at various salons and other meeting places. He wrote of his own life mainly in terms of his
worldly experiences and personal feelings.
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