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Horse Geraldine Brooks Analysis: Unpacking the
Layers of Loss and Resilience

Introduction:

Geraldine Brooks' Horse isn't just a historical novel; it's a profound
exploration of trauma, resilience, and the enduring power of the human-animal
bond. This in-depth analysis delves into the complexities of Brooks'
masterful storytelling, examining the novel's intricate plot, compelling
characters, and the powerful symbolism woven throughout. We'll explore the
themes of grief, identity, loyalty, and the unsettling legacy of war, all
viewed through the lens of the remarkable horse, Dancer. Prepare to uncover
the subtle nuances and impactful messages hidden within Brooks' evocative
narrative. This post will provide a comprehensive analysis of Horse, perfect
for literature students, book club discussions, and anyone captivated by
Brooks' exceptional writing.

I. The Power of the Narrative Structure:

Brooks employs a unique narrative structure, skillfully weaving together
multiple timelines and perspectives. The story unfolds through the
intertwined narratives of Nadia, a contemporary art conservator, and the
diary entries of Marcus, a young American soldier in World War I. This dual
narrative creates a compelling tension, mirroring the fragmented memories and
emotional landscapes of both characters. Nadia's present-day search for
meaning intersects with Marcus's harrowing experiences in the war, revealing
the enduring impact of trauma across generations. The chronological shifts
force the reader to actively engage with the narrative, piecing together the
fragmented history of Dancer and uncovering the profound connections between
past and present. The structure itself becomes a powerful symbol of the
fragmented nature of memory and the enduring power of the past.

II. Character Development: Nadia and Marcus – Two Sides of the Same Coin?

Nadia and Marcus, though separated by time and circumstance, share a
surprising number of similarities. Both grapple with loss and a sense of
profound incompleteness. Nadia's emotional detachment and her obsessive
dedication to restoring a damaged artifact mirrors Marcus's attempts to piece
together his shattered life after the war. Both characters find solace and a
sense of purpose in their connection to Dancer, highlighting the therapeutic
power of the human-animal bond. Brooks masterfully develops their characters
through their actions, internal monologues, and reactions to the events
unfolding around them. Their struggles are relatable, making their journeys
deeply engaging for the reader. Examining their individual struggles
alongside their connection to the horse provides a deeper understanding of
the novel's central themes.

III. The Symbolism of Dancer:

Dancer isn't simply a horse; he's a powerful symbol throughout the novel. He
represents resilience, loyalty, and the enduring power of the human-animal
bond. His journey mirrors the emotional journeys of both Nadia and Marcus. He
witnesses the horrors of war, enduring trauma and loss just as they do. His



survival becomes a testament to the inherent strength of life and the
capacity for healing. The meticulous detail Brooks employs in depicting
Dancer's physical and emotional state enhances the symbolic weight of his
presence in the narrative. His quiet strength becomes a powerful counterpoint
to the devastating events surrounding him.

IV. Exploring the Themes of Trauma and Healing:

Horse is profoundly concerned with the lasting effects of trauma. The novel
powerfully depicts the physical and psychological scars left by war,
exploring the devastating impact on both the soldiers and the animals who
experienced it. Brooks doesn't shy away from the harsh realities of war,
portraying the brutal conditions and the lasting trauma inflicted on those
involved. However, she also explores the possibilities of healing and
reconciliation. The restoration of the damaged war art and the healing
process undergone by both Nadia and Marcus through their connection to Dancer
offer a glimmer of hope amidst the darkness. The novel suggests that healing
is a long and complex process, but it is achievable through connection,
understanding, and a willingness to confront the past.

V. The Legacy of War and its Enduring Impact:

The novel's setting within the context of World War I provides a powerful
backdrop for exploring the lasting impact of conflict. The war's devastation
isn't simply a historical event; it's a living presence that shapes the lives
of the characters, impacting their identities, relationships, and their
understanding of the world. The narrative subtly reveals how the war's trauma
is passed down through generations, influencing the emotional landscapes of
those who never directly experienced it. The lingering effects of war are
made palpable through the emotional journeys of both Nadia and Marcus, their
connection to Dancer, and the fragmented nature of the narrative itself.

VI. Conclusion: A Testament to Resilience and the Power of Connection:

Ultimately, Horse is a deeply moving testament to the resilience of the human
spirit and the power of connection in overcoming adversity. It's a story of
healing, reconciliation, and the enduring strength of the human-animal bond.
Brooks' masterful storytelling, coupled with the profound themes she
explores, makes Horse a truly unforgettable reading experience. The novel
compels readers to confront the difficult realities of war and trauma, while
simultaneously offering a message of hope and the transformative power of
connection.

VII. Outline of Horse by Geraldine Brooks:

Introduction: Establishes the present-day narrative of Nadia and introduces
the mystery surrounding Dancer.
Part I: Marcus's Diary Entries: Details Marcus's experiences as a soldier in
World War I and his bond with Dancer.
Part II: Nadia's Present: Nadia's work restoring damaged war art and her
growing fascination with Dancer's history.
Part III: Interweaving Narratives: The past and present narratives converge,
revealing the connections between Marcus, Nadia, and Dancer.
Conclusion: The resolution of the mystery surrounding Dancer and the
emotional journeys of Nadia and Marcus.

VIII. Detailed Explanation of Outline Points:



(A) Introduction: The novel begins by introducing Nadia, a contemporary art
conservator, tasked with restoring a damaged painting depicting a war scene.
This initial scene sets the stage for the unfolding mystery surrounding
Dancer, a horse whose story will unravel throughout the novel.

(B) Part I: Marcus's Diary Entries: This section dives into the past,
revealing the experiences of Marcus, a young American soldier during World
War I. His diary entries offer a firsthand account of the horrors of war, the
intense bond he forms with Dancer, and the profound impact of his
experiences.

(C) Part II: Nadia's Present: This section returns to the present, focusing
on Nadia's work and her growing obsession with uncovering the history of
Dancer. She begins to research the horse's past, leading her to discover
fragments of Marcus's story.

(D) Part III: Interweaving Narratives: This central section is where the past
and present narratives merge. Nadia's investigation brings her closer to
understanding Marcus's experiences, illuminating the profound connection
between them and their shared bond with Dancer.

(E) Conclusion: The novel concludes with Nadia gaining a deeper understanding
of Dancer's legacy and the lasting impact of war. Her personal journey
mirrors the broader themes of the novel – loss, resilience, and the
transformative power of healing.

IX. FAQs:

What is the central theme of Horse by Geraldine Brooks? The central1.
theme explores the lasting impact of trauma, the resilience of the human
spirit, and the enduring power of the human-animal bond.

Who are the main characters in Horse? The main characters are Nadia, a1.
contemporary art conservator, and Marcus, a young American soldier in
World War I.

What is the significance of Dancer in the novel? Dancer is a powerful1.
symbol representing resilience, loyalty, and the enduring impact of war.

What is the narrative structure of Horse? The novel uses a dual1.
narrative structure, alternating between Nadia's present-day story and
Marcus's diary entries from World War I.

How does Geraldine Brooks portray the effects of war in Horse? Brooks1.
vividly depicts the physical and psychological scars of war, showing its
devastating impact on both soldiers and animals.



What is the role of art in Horse? The restoration of the damaged war1.
painting parallels Nadia's and Marcus's journeys of healing and
reconciliation.

What is the significance of the horse's name, Dancer? The name hints at1.
the horse's spirit and ability to endure even amidst the horrors of war.

Is Horse a historical fiction novel? Yes, it's a historical fiction1.
novel set during and after World War I.

Who is the intended audience for Horse? The book appeals to readers1.
interested in historical fiction, war literature, and stories exploring
themes of trauma, healing, and the human-animal bond.

X. Related Articles:

Geraldine Brooks' Writing Style: An Examination of Her Narrative1.
Techniques: An analysis of Brooks' unique writing style, focusing on her
use of language, imagery, and narrative structure.

The Use of Symbolism in Geraldine Brooks' Novels: Explores the recurring1.
symbolic elements in Brooks' works and their contribution to her
storytelling.

Comparing Horse to other Geraldine Brooks Novels: A comparative analysis1.
of Horse with other novels by Brooks, highlighting similarities and
differences in themes and style.

The Representation of Animals in Geraldine Brooks' Work: A discussion of1.
the importance of animals in Brooks' novels and their symbolic
significance.

The Historical Context of Horse: World War I and its Impact: A closer1.
look at the historical events that form the backdrop of Horse.



Trauma and Healing in Geraldine Brooks' Horse: An in-depth exploration1.
of the novel's exploration of trauma and its potential for healing.

The Power of the Human-Animal Bond in Literature: A broader examination1.
of this theme in literature, with Horse as a case study.

Book Review of Horse by Geraldine Brooks: A comprehensive review of the1.
novel, covering its strengths and weaknesses.

Themes of Grief and Loss in Geraldine Brooks' Horse: Focuses1.
specifically on how the novel explores the complex emotions of grief and
loss.

  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Horse Geraldine Brooks, 2024-01-16 “Brooks’ chronological
and cross-disciplinary leaps are thrilling.” —The New York Times Book Review “Horse isn’t just an
animal story—it’s a moving narrative about race and art.” —TIME “A thrilling story about humanity
in all its ugliness and beauty . . . the evocative voices create a story so powerful, reading it feels like
watching a neck-and-neck horse race, galloping to its conclusion—you just can’t look away.” —Oprah
Daily Winner of the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, and the Dr. Tony
Ryan Book Award · Finalist for the Chautauqua Prize · A Massachusetts Book Award Honor Book A
discarded painting in a junk pile, a skeleton in an attic, and the greatest racehorse in American
history: from these strands, a Pulitzer Prize winner braids a sweeping story of spirit, obsession, and
injustice across American history Kentucky, 1850. An enslaved groom named Jarret and a bay foal
forge a bond of understanding that will carry the horse to record-setting victories across the South.
When the nation erupts in civil war, an itinerant young artist who has made his name on paintings of
the racehorse takes up arms for the Union. On a perilous night, he reunites with the stallion and his
groom, very far from the glamor of any racetrack. New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery
owner celebrated for taking risks on edgy contemporary painters, becomes obsessed with a
nineteenth-century equestrian oil painting of mysterious provenance. Washington, DC, 2019. Jess, a
Smithsonian scientist from Australia, and Theo, a Nigerian-American art historian, find themselves
unexpectedly connected through their shared interest in the horse—one studying the stallion’s bones
for clues to his power and endurance, the other uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black
horsemen who were critical to his racing success. Based on the remarkable true story of the
record-breaking thoroughbred Lexington, Horse is a novel of art and science, love and obsession,
and our unfinished reckoning with racism.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: People of the Book Geraldine Brooks, 2008-01-01 View our
feature on Geraldine Books’s People of the Book. From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of March,
the journey of a rare illuminated manuscript through centuries of exile and war In 1996, Hanna
Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and conservation of
the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which has been rescued from Serb shelling during the Bosnian war.
Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes ever to be illuminated with



images. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a passion for her work, discovers a series of tiny artifacts
in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair—she begins
to unlock the book’s mysteries. The reader is ushered into an exquisitely detailed and atmospheric
past, tracing the book’s journey from its salvation back to its creation. In Bosnia during World War
II, a Muslim risks his life to protect it from the Nazis. In the hedonistic salons of fin-de-siècle Vienna,
the book becomes a pawn in the struggle against the city’s rising anti-Semitism. In inquisition-era
Venice, a Catholic priest saves it from burning. In Barcelona in 1492, the scribe who wrote the text
sees his family destroyed by the agonies of enforced exile. And in Seville in 1480, the reason for the
Haggadah’s extraordinary illuminations is finally disclosed. Hanna’s investigation unexpectedly
plunges her into the intrigues of fine art forgers and ultra-nationalist fanatics. Her experiences will
test her belief in herself and the man she has come to love. Inspired by a true story, People of the
Book is at once a novel of sweeping historical grandeur and intimate emotional intensity, an
ambitious, electrifying work by an acclaimed and beloved author.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: March Geraldine Brooks, 2006 From Louisa May Alcotts
beloved classic Little Women, Geraldine Brooks has animated thecharacter of the absent father,
March, and crafted a story filled with the ache of love and marriage and with the power of war upon
the mind and heart of one unforgettable man (Sue Monk Kidd). With pitch-perfect writing (USA
Today), Brooks follows March as he leaves behind his family to aid the Union cause in the Civil War.
His experiences will utterly change his marriage and challenge his most ardently held beliefs. A
lushly written, wholly original tale steeped in the details of another time, March secures Geraldine
Brookss place as a renowned author of historical fiction.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Caleb’s Crossing Geraldine Brooks, 2011-04-28 A novel
from Pulitzer Prize-winner Geraldine Brooks, author of the Richard and Judy bestseller ‘March’,
‘Year of Wonders’ and ‘People of the Book’.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Nine Parts of Desire Geraldine Brooks, 2010-02-24
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER - Pulitzer Prize winning author presents the stories of a wide range
of Muslim women in the Middle East. As an Australian American and an experienced foreign
correspondent, Brooks' thoughtful analysis attempts to understand the precarious status of women
in the wake of Islamic fundamentalism. Frank, enraging, and captivating. - The New York Times
Nine Parts of Desire is the story of Brooks' intrepid journey toward an understanding of the women
behind the veils, and of the often contradictory political, religious, and cultural forces that shape
their lives. Defying our stereotypes about the Muslim world, Brooks' acute analysis of the world's
fastest growing religion deftly illustrates how Islam's holiest texts have been misused to justify
repression of women, and how male pride and power have warped the original message of a once
liberating faith. As a prizewinning foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Geraldine
Brooks spent six years covering the Middle East through wars, insurrections, and the volcanic
upheaval of resurgent fundamentalism. Yet for her, headline events were only the backdrop to a less
obvious but more enduring drama: the daily life of Muslim women.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks, 2002-04-30 “Plague
stories remind us that we cannot manage without community . . . Year of Wonders is a testament to
that very notion.” – The Washington Post An unforgettable tale, set in 17th century England, of a
village that quarantines itself to arrest the spread of the plague, from the author The Secret Chord
and of March, winner of the Pulitzer Prize When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London
to an isolated village, a housemaid named Anna Frith emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer.
Through Anna's eyes we follow the story of the fateful year of 1666, as she and her fellow villagers
confront the spread of disease and superstition. As death reaches into every household and villagers
turn from prayers to murderous witch-hunting, Anna must find the strength to confront the
disintegration of her community and the lure of illicit love. As she struggles to survive and grow, a
year of catastrophe becomes instead annus mirabilis, a year of wonders. Inspired by the true story of
Eyam, a village in the rugged hill country of England, Year of Wonders is a richly detailed evocation
of a singular moment in history. Written with stunning emotional intelligence and introducing an



inspiring heroine (The Wall Street Journal), Brooks blends love and learning, loss and renewal into a
spellbinding and unforgettable read.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: March Geraldine Brooks, 2006-01-31 Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize--a powerful love story set against the backdrop of the Civil War, from the author of The Secret
Chord. From Louisa May Alcott's beloved classic Little Women, Geraldine Brooks has animated the
character of the absent father, March, and crafted a story filled with the ache of love and marriage
and with the power of war upon the mind and heart of one unforgettable man (Sue Monk Kidd). With
pitch-perfect writing (USA Today), Brooks follows March as he leaves behind his family to aid the
Union cause in the Civil War. His experiences will utterly change his marriage and challenge his
most ardently held beliefs. A lushly written, wholly original tale steeped in the details of another
time, March secures Geraldine Brooks's place as a renowned author of historical fiction.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Glory Cloak Patricia O'Brien, 2010-05-11 From
childhood, Susan Gray and her cousin Louisa May Alcott have shared a safe, insular world of
adventures—a world that begins to evaporate with the outbreak of the Civil War. Frustrated with
sewing uniforms and wrapping bandages, the two women journey to Washington, D.C.'s Union
Hospital to volunteer as nurses. Which is a horrifying experience. There they meet the Clara
Barton—the legendary Angel of the Battlefield—and she becomes their idol and mentor. Soon one
wounded soldier begins to captivate and puzzle them all—a man who claims to be a blacksmith, but
whose appearance and sharp intelligence suggest he might not be who he says he is. Journeying
through the apex of Louisa's fame as the author of Little Women, and Lincoln's appointment of
Clara, this novel is ultimately the story of friendship between the women who broke the mold society
set for them.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Horse Talley English, 2019-07-16 When Teagan’s father
abruptly abandons his family and his farm, Teagan finds herself wading through the wreckage of
what was once an idyllic life, searching for something—or someone—to hold on to. What she finds is
Ian, short for Obsidian: the magnificent but dangerously headstrong horse her father left behind. But
even as she grows close to Ian, patiently training him, trying to overcome her fear of him, Teagan is
learning that life and love are fragile. With an unflinching eye and remarkable restraint, Talley
English tells a piercing story about how families hold together and fall apart; about loss and grief;
about friendship; about the blunt cruelty of chance; and, finally, about forgiveness.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Scribner Anthology of Contemporary Short Fiction
Michael Martone, 2012-11-27 Fifty remarkable short stories from a range of contemporary fiction
authors including Junot Diaz, Amy Tan, Jamaica Kincaid, Jhumpa Lahiri, and more, selected from a
survey of more than five hundred English professors, short story writers, and novelists. Contributors
include Russell Banks, Donald Barthelme, Rick Bass, Richard Bausch, Charles Baxter, Amy Bloom,
T.C. Boyle, Kevin Brockmeier, Robert Olen Butler, Sandra Cisneros, Peter Ho Davies, Janet
Desaulniers, Junot Diaz, Anthony Doerr, Stuart Dybek, Deborah Eisenberg, Richard Ford, Mary
Gaitskill, Dagoberto Gilb, Ron Hansen, A.M. Homes, Mary Hood, Denis Johnson, Edward P. Jones,
Thom Jones, Jamaica Kincaid, Jhumpa Lahiri, David Leavitt, Kelly Link, Reginald McKnight, David
Means, Susan Minot , Rick Moody, Bharati Mukherjee, Antonya Nelson, Joyce Carol Oates, Tim
O’Brien, Daniel Orozco, Julie Orringer, ZZ Packer, Annie Proulx, Stacey Richter, George Saunders,
Joan Silber, Leslie Marmon Silko, Susan Sontag, Amy Tan, Melanie Rae Thon, Alice Walker, and
Steve Yarbrough.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Foreign Correspondence Geraldine Brooks, 2011-01-26 As a
young girl in a working-class neighborhood of Sydney, Australia, Geraldine Brooks longed to
discover the places where history happens and culture comes from, so she enlisted pen pals who
offered her a window on adolescence in the Middle East, Europe, and America. Twenty years later
Brooks, an award-winning foreign correspondent, embarked on a human treasure hunt to find her
pen friends. She found men and women whose lives had been shaped by war and hatred, by fame
and notoriety, and by the ravages of mental illness. Intimate, moving, and often humorous, Foreign
Correspondence speaks to the unquiet heart of every girl who has ever yearned to become a woman



of the world.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Ruth's Journey Donald McCaig, 2014-10-14 “Exquisitely
imagined, deeply researched . . . brings to the foreground the most enigmatic and fascinating figure
in Gone with the Wind. This is a brave work of literary empathy by a writer at the height of his
powers, who demonstrates a magisterial understanding of the period, its clashing cultures, and its
heartbreaking crises. ” —Geraldine Brooks, author of March The only authorized prequel to
Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind—the unforgettable story of Mammy. On a Caribbean island
consumed by the flames of revolution, an infant girl falls under the care of two French émigrés,
Henri and Solange Fournier, who take the beautiful child they call Ruth to the bustling American
city of Savannah. What follows is the sweeping tale of Ruth’s life as shaped first by her strong-willed
mistress, and then by Solange’s daughter Ellen and Gerald O’Hara, the rough Irishman Ellen
chooses to marry; the Butler family of Charleston and their unexpected connection to Mammy Ruth;
and finally Scarlett O’Hara—the irrepressible Southern belle Mammy raises from birth. As we
witness the lives of three generations of women, gifted storyteller Donald McCaig reveals a nuanced
portrait of Mammy, at once a proud woman and a captive, a strict disciplinarian who has never
experienced freedom herself. Through it all, Mammy endures, a rock in the river of time. Set against
the backdrop of the South from the 1820s until the dawn of the Civil War, here is a remarkable story
of fortitude, heartbreak, and indomitable will—and a tale that will forever illuminate your reading of
Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Book of Wonders Julien Sandrel, 2019-05-30 Open your
heart to the most life-affirming and uplifting novel of the year... Thelma and Louis, it's always just
been the two of them, Thelma and her beloved son, Louis. But when Louis is involved in an accident,
their lives are turned upside down, as Louis falls into a coma. Feeling lost without him by her side,
Thelma finds Louis' book of wonders - a bucket list of all the things he wants to accomplish in his
life. She suddenly sees a way to feel close to him: she will fulfil Louis' dreams, living them out for
him, in the hope that it will inspire him to survive. Thelma is about to set off on the adventure of a
lifetime... and in a way, so is Louis... The Book of Wonders is a heart-warming and charming story
about finding the joy in every moment of life and making each and every day count. Perfect for fans
of The Keeper of Lost Things and A Man Called Ove.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks | Summary &
Study Guide ,
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Catherine, Her Book John Wheatcroft, 1983
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: My Body is a Book of Rules Elissa Washuta, 2014 In My
Body Is a Book of Rules, Elissa Washuta corrals the synaptic gymnastics of her teeming bipolar
brain, interweaving pop culture with neurobiology and memories of sexual trauma to tell the story of
her fight to calm her aching mind and slip beyond the tormenting cycles of memory.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Answered Prayers Truman Capote, 2012-05-15 Although
Truman Capote's last novel was unfinished at the time of his death, its surviving portions offer a
devastating group portrait of the high and low society of his time. • Includes the story La Cote
Basque featured in the major FX series Feud: Capote Vs. the Swans. Prose that makes the heart sing
and the narrative fly. —The New York Times Book Review Tracing the career of a writer of uncertain
parentage and omnivorous erotic tastes, Answered Prayers careens from a louche bar in Tangiers to
a banquette at La Côte Basque, from literary salons to high-priced whorehouses. It takes in
calculating beauties and sadistic husbands along with such real-life supporting characters as
Colette, the Duchess of Windsor, Montgomery Clift, and Tallulah Bankhead. Above all, this
malevolently finny book displays Capote at his most relentlessly observant and murderously witty.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Other Side of You Salley Vickers, 2009-12-24 The
brilliant new novel from the bestselling author of ‘Mr Golightly's Holiday’ and ‘Miss Garnet’s Angel’.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Mr. Emerson's Wife Amy Belding Brown, 2006-05-30 In this
novel about Ralph Waldo Emerson's wife, Lidian, Amy Belding Brown examines the emotional
landscape of love and marriage. Living in the shadow of one of the most famous men of her time,



Lidian becomes deeply disappointed by marriage, but consigned to public silence by social
conventions and concern for her family's reputation. Drawn to the erotic energy and intellect of
close family friend Henry David Thoreau, she struggles to negotiate the confusing territory between
love and friendship while maintaining her moral authority and inner strength. In the course of the
book, she deals with overwhelming social demands, faces devastating personal loss, and discovers
the deepest meaning of love. Lidian eventually encounters the truth of her own character and learns
that even our faults can lead us to independence.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Faith Bass Darling's Last Garage Sale Lynda Rutledge,
2012-04-26 SOON TO BE CLAIRE DARLING—A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING CATHERINE
DENEUVE! When a wealthy woman decides to sell all of her worldly possessions, she unearths the
secrets of her family’s past in this charming debut. On the last day of the millennium, sassy Faith
Bass Darling, the richest old lady in Bass, Texas, decides to have a garage sale. With help from a
couple of neighborhood boys, Faith lugs her priceless Louis XV elephant clock, countless Tiffany
lamps, and everything else in her nineteenth-century mansion out onto her long, sloping lawn. Why
is a recluse of twenty years suddenly selling off her dearest possessions? Because God told her to. As
the townspeople grab up five generations of heirlooms, everyone drawn to the sale—including
Faith’s long-lost daughter—finds that the antiques not only hold family secrets but also inspire some
of life’s most important questions: Do our possessions possess us? What are we without our
memories? Is there life after death or second chances here on earth? And is Faith really selling that
Tiffany lamp for $1? READERS GUIDE INCLUDED
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: News of the World Paulette Jiles, 2016-10-04 Soon to be a
Major Motion Picture National Book Award Finalist—Fiction In the aftermath of the Civil War, an
aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the Kiowa back to her people in
this exquisitely rendered, morally complex, multilayered novel of historical fiction from the author of
Enemy Women that explores the boundaries of family, responsibility, honor, and trust. In the wake of
the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live readings from
newspapers to paying audiences hungry for news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived
through three wars and fought in two of them, the captain enjoys his rootless, solitary existence. In
Wichita Falls, he is offered a $50 gold piece to deliver a young orphan to her relatives in San
Antonio. Four years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna’s parents and sister; sparing the
little girl, they raised her as one of their own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the ten-year-old
has once again been torn away from the only home she knows. Their 400-mile journey south through
unsettled territory and unforgiving terrain proves difficult and at times dangerous. Johanna has
forgotten the English language, tries to escape at every opportunity, throws away her shoes, and
refuses to act “civilized.” Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely survivors tentatively begin to trust
each other, forming a bond that marks the difference between life and death in this treacherous
land. Arriving in San Antonio, the reunion is neither happy nor welcome. The captain must hand
Johanna over to an aunt and uncle she does not remember—strangers who regard her as an
unwanted burden. A respectable man, Captain Kidd is faced with a terrible choice: abandon the girl
to her fate or become—in the eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Growing Up Disabled in Australia Carly Findlay, 2021-02-03
A rich collection of writing from those negotiating disability in their lives - a group whose voices are
not heard often enough My body and its place in the world seemed normal to me. Why wouldn’t it? I
didn’t grow up disabled; I grew up with a problem. A problem that those around me wanted to fix.
We have all felt that uncanny sensation that someone is watching us. The diagnosis helped but it
didn’t fix everything. Don’t fear the labels. That identity, which I feared for so long, is now one of my
greatest qualities. I had become disabled – not just by my disease, but by the way the world treated
me. When I found that out, everything changed. One in five Australians has a disability. And
disability presents itself in many ways. Yet disabled people are still underrepresented in the media
and in literature. In Growing Up Disabled in Australia – compiled by writer and appearance activist
Carly Findlay OAM – more than forty writers with a disability or chronic illness share their stories, in



their own words. The result is illuminating. Contributors include senator Jordon Steele-John,
paralympian Isis Holt, Dion Beasley, Sam Drummond, Astrid Edwards, Sarah Firth, El Gibbs, Eliza
Hull, Gayle Kennedy, Carly-Jay Metcalfe, Fiona Murphy, Jessica Walton and many more.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Stone Angel Margaret Laurence, 2015-07-22 The Stone
Angel, The Diviners, and A Bird in the House are three of the five books in Margaret Laurence's
renowned Manawaka series, named for the small Canadian prairie town in which they take place.
Each of these books is narrated by a strong woman growing up in the town and struggling with
physical and emotional isolation. In The Stone Angel, Hagar Shipley, age ninety, tells the story of her
life, and in doing so tries to come to terms with how the very qualities which sustained her have
deprived her of joy. Mingling past and present, she maintains pride in the face of senility, while
recalling the life she led as a rebellious young bride, and later as a grieving mother. Laurence gives
us in Hagar a woman who is funny, infuriating, and heartbreakingly poignant. This is a revelation,
not impersonation. The effect of such skilled use of language is to lead the reader towards the
self-recognition that Hagar misses.—Robertson Davies, New York Times It is [Laurence's] admirable
achievement to strike, with an equally sure touch, the peculiar note and the universal; she gives us a
portrait of a remarkable character and at the same time the picture of old age itself, with the pain,
the weariness, the terror, the impotent angers and physical mishaps, the realization that others are
waiting and wishing for an end.—Honor Tracy, The New Republic Miss Laurence is the best fiction
writer in the Dominion and one of the best in the hemisphere.—Atlantic [Laurence] demonstrates in
The Stone Angel that she has a true novelist's gift for catching a character in mid-passion and life at
full flood. . . . As [Hagar Shipley] daydreams and chatters and lurches through the novel, she traces
one of the most convincing—and the most touching—portraits of an unregenerate sinner declining
into senility since Sara Monday went to her reward in Joyce Cary's The Horse's Mouth.—Time
Laurence's triumph is in her evocation of Hagar at ninety. . . . We sympathize with her in her
resistance to being moved to a nursing home, in her preposterous flight, in her impatience in the
hospital. Battered, depleted, suffering, she rages with her last breath against the dying of the light.
The Stone Angel is a fine novel, admirably written and sustained by unfailing insight.—Granville
Hicks, Saturday Review The Stone Angel is a good book because Mrs. Laurence avoids
sentimentality and condescension; Hagar Shipley is still passionately involved in the puzzle of her
own nature. . . . Laurence's imaginative tact is strikingly at work, for surely this is what it feels like
to be old.—Paul Pickrel, Harper's
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Ruby (Oprah's Book Club 2.0) Cynthia Bond, 2015-02-10 A
New York Times bestseller and Oprah Book Club 2.0 selection, the epic, unforgettable story of a man
determined to protect the woman he loves from the town desperate to destroy her. This beautiful
and devastating debut heralds the arrival of a major new voice in fiction. Ephram Jennings has never
forgotten the beautiful girl with the long braids running through the piney woods of Liberty, their
small East Texas town. Young Ruby Bell, “the kind of pretty it hurt to look at,” has suffered beyond
imagining, so as soon as she can, she flees suffocating Liberty for the bright pull of 1950s New York.
Ruby quickly winds her way into the ripe center of the city—the darkened piano bars and hidden
alleyways of the Village—all the while hoping for a glimpse of the red hair and green eyes of her
mother. When a telegram from her cousin forces her to return home, thirty-year-old Ruby finds
herself reliving the devastating violence of her girlhood. With the terrifying realization that she
might not be strong enough to fight her way back out again, Ruby struggles to survive her memories
of the town’s dark past. Meanwhile, Ephram must choose between loyalty to the sister who raised
him and the chance for a life with the woman he has loved since he was a boy. Full of life, exquisitely
written, and suffused with the pastoral beauty of the rural South, Ruby is a transcendent novel of
passion and courage. This wondrous page-turner rushes through the red dust and gossip of Main
Street, to the pit fire where men swill bootleg outside Bloom’s Juke, to Celia Jennings’s kitchen,
where a cake is being made, yolk by yolk, that Ephram will use to try to begin again with Ruby.
Utterly transfixing, with unforgettable characters, riveting suspense, and breathtaking, luminous
prose, Ruby offers an unflinching portrait of man’s dark acts and the promise of the redemptive



power of love. Ruby was a finalist for the PEN America Robert Bingham Debut Novel Award, a
Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers selection, and an Indie Next Pick.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Finn Jon Clinch, 2017-05-06 This is the 10th-Anniversary
Edition of Finn, with a new introduction by Jared Leto.In this masterful debut, Jon Clinch takes us on
a journey into the history and heart of one of American literature's most brutal and mysterious
figures: Huckleberry Finn's father. The result is a deeply original tour de force that springs from
Twain's classic novel but takes on a fully realized life of its own.Finn sets a tragic figure loose in a
landscape at once familiar and mythic. It begins and ends with a lifeless body-flayed and stripped of
all identifying marks-drifting down the Mississippi. The circumstances of the murder, and the secret
of the victim's identity, shape Finn's story as they will shape his life and his death.Along the way
Clinch introduces a cast of unforgettable characters: Finn's terrifying father, known only as the Jud≥
his sickly, sycophantic brother, Will; blind Bliss, a secretive moonshiner; the strong and quick-witted
Mary, a stolen slave who becomes Finn's mistress; and of course young Huck himself. In daring to
re-create Huck for a new generation, Clinch gives us a living boy in all his human complexity-not an
icon, not a myth, but a real child facing vast possibilities in a world alternately dangerous and
bright.Finn is a novel about race; about paternity in its many guises; about the shame of a nation
recapitulated by the shame of one absolutely unforgettable family. Above all, Finn reaches back into
the darkest waters of America's past to fashion something compelling, fearless, and new. Praise for
FinnA brutal, shocking and epic look in the mirror for all Americans.- Jared Leto, from the
introductionRavishing...and a stand-alone marvel of a novel. Grade: A.- Entertainment WeeklyClinch
treads dangerous ground in making one of America's greatest novels his jumping-off point, but he
brings it off magnificently.- Dallas Morning NewsClinch's riverbank Missouri feels postapocalyptic,
and his Pap Finn is a crazed yet wily survivor in a polluted landscape.- NewsweekFinn strikes its
most original chords in its bold imagining of possibilities left unexplored by Huckleberry Finn.-
Austin American-StatesmanAn inspired riff on one of literature's all-time great villains.- New Orleans
Times-PicayuneA jolting companion to the mischievous antics of Huckleberry Finn.- Christian
Science MonitorA triumph of successful plotting, convincing characterization and lyrical prose.-
Rocky Mountain NewsShocking and charming, A folk-art masterpiece.- New York PostDisturbing and
darkly compelling.- Hartford CourantJon Clinch pulls off the near impossible in his new novel, which
brings Huck's dad to life in all his terrible humanness.- Winston-Salem JournalEvery fan of Twain's
masterpiece will want to read this inspired spin-off, which could become an unofficial companion
volume.- Library Journal, starred reviewFinn is as dark, as brutal, as ambivalent, and as insane as
the history and legacy of American racial slavery.- Mary Gaitskill, author of Veronica Clinch's tale is
not only filled with echoes of the great American classic to which it is tied; it is destined to become
one itself.- Sara Gruen, author of Water for Elephants
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Like a House on Fire Cate Kennedy, 2012-09-26 WINNER
OF THE 2013 STEELE RUDD AWARD, QUEENSLAND LITERARY AWARDS SHORTLISTED FOR
THE 2013 STELLA PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 KIBBLE AWARD From prize-winning
short-story writer Cate Kennedy comes a new collection to rival her highly acclaimed Dark Roots. In
Like a House on Fire, Kennedy once again takes ordinary lives and dissects their ironies, injustices
and pleasures with her humane eye and wry sense of humour. In ‘Laminex and Mirrors’, a young
woman working as a cleaner in a hospital helps an elderly patient defy doctor’s orders. In
‘Cross-Country’, a jilted lover manages to misinterpret her ex’s new life. And in ‘Ashes’, a son
accompanies his mother on a journey to scatter his father’s remains, while lifelong resentments
simmer in the background. Cate Kennedy’s poignant short stories find the beauty and tragedy in
illness and mortality, life and love. PRAISE FOR CATE KENNEDY ‘This is a heartfelt and moving
collection of short stories that cuts right to the emotional centre of everyday life.’ Bookseller and
Publisher ‘Cate Kennedy is a singular artist who looks to the ordinary in a small rural community
and is particularly astute on exploring the fallout left by the aftermath of the personal disasters that
change everything.’ The Irish Times
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr, 2014-05-06



*NOW A NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn Levy (Stranger Things)
starring Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner of the Pulitzer Prize
and National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times bestseller and New York
Times Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of its thousands of
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the
Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might
be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan
Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the Resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into
Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail
and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of
Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one
another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel
from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Juliet's Nurse Lois Leveen, 2014-09-23 A retelling of
Shakespeare's tragic romance from the perspective of Juliet's closest caregiver follows the
experiences of a grieving mother who becomes a wet nurse to a powerful family's daughter and who
learns her employer's darkest secrets as the girl comes of age.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The English Novel George Saintsbury, 1998 The Book Is A
Standard And Comprehensive Study Of The English Novel. It Would Be Found Highly Useful By The
Students, Researchers And Teachers Of English Literature.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Spying on the South Tony Horwitz, 2020-05-12 The New
York Times-bestselling final book by the beloved, Pulitzer-Prize winning historian Tony Horwitz.
With Spying on the South, the best-selling author of Confederates in the Attic returns to the South
and the Civil War era for an epic adventure on the trail of America's greatest landscape architect. In
the 1850s, the young Frederick Law Olmsted was adrift, a restless farmer and dreamer in search of
a mission. He found it during an extraordinary journey, as an undercover correspondent in the South
for the up-and-coming New York Times. For the Connecticut Yankee, pen name Yeoman, the South
was alien, often hostile territory. Yet Olmsted traveled for 14 months, by horseback, steamboat, and
stagecoach, seeking dialogue and common ground. His vivid dispatches about the lives and beliefs of
Southerners were revelatory for readers of his day, and Yeoman's remarkable trek also reshaped the
American landscape, as Olmsted sought to reform his own society by creating democratic spaces for
the uplift of all. The result: Central Park and Olmsted's career as America's first and foremost
landscape architect. Tony Horwitz rediscovers Yeoman Olmsted amidst the discord and polarization
of our own time. Is America still one country? In search of answers, and his own adventures, Horwitz
follows Olmsted's tracks and often his mode of transport (including muleback): through Appalachia,
down the Mississippi River, into bayou Louisiana, and across Texas to the contested Mexican
borderland. Venturing far off beaten paths, Horwitz uncovers bracing vestiges and strange new
mutations of the Cotton Kingdom. Horwitz's intrepid and often hilarious journey through an outsized
American landscape is a masterpiece in the tradition of Great Plains, Bad Land, and the author's own
classic, Confederates in the Attic.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Cape Doctor E. J. Levy, 2021-06-15 A gorgeous,
thoughtful, heartbreaking historical novel, The Cape Doctor is the story of one man’s journey from
penniless Irish girl to one of most celebrated and accomplished figures of his time (Lauren Fox, New
York Times bestselling author of Send for Me). Beginning in Cork, Ireland, the novel recounts



Jonathan Mirandus Perry’s journey from daughter to son in order to enter medical school and
provide for family, but Perry soon embraced the new-found freedom of living life as a man. From
brilliant medical student in Edinburgh and London to eligible bachelor and quick-tempered physician
in Cape Town, Dr. Perry thrived. When he befriended the aristocratic Cape Governor, the doctor
rose to the pinnacle of society, before the two were publicly accused of a homosexual affair that
scandalized the colonies and nearly cost them their lives. E. J. Levy’s enthralling novel, inspired by
the life of Dr. James Miranda Barry, brings this captivating character vividly alive.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Horse Wendy Williams, 2015-10-27 The New York Times
bestseller: “Lifelong equestrian enthusiast Williams takes on the topic at full gallop . . . [a] lively,
fascinating read.” —Discover A Best Book of 2015, The Wall Street Journal A New York Times Book
Review Editors’ Choice Journalist and equestrienne Wendy Williams chronicles the 56-million-year
journey of horses as she visits with experts around the world, exploring what our biological affinities
and differences can tell us about the bond between horses and humans, and what our longtime
companion might think and feel. Indeed, recent scientific breakthroughs regarding the social and
cognitive capacities of the horse and its ability to adapt to changing ecosystems indicate that this
animal is a major evolutionary triumph. Williams charts the course that leads to our modern
Equus-from the protohorse to the Dutch Warmbloods, Thoroughbreds, and cow ponies of the
twenty-first century. She observes magnificent ancient cave art in France and Spain that signals a
deep respect and admiration for horses well before they were domesticated; visits the mountains of
Wyoming with experts in equine behavior to understand the dynamics of free-roaming mustangs;
witnesses the fluid gracefulness of the famous Lipizzans of Vienna; contemplates what life is like for
the sure-footed, mustachioed Garrano horses who thrive on the rugged terrain of Galicia; meets a
family devoted to rehabilitating abandoned mustangs on their New Hampshire farm; celebrates the
Takhi horses of Mongolia; and more. She blends profound scientific insights with remarkable stories
to create a unique biography of the horse as a sentient being with a fascinating past and a finely
nuanced mind.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Paper Bracelet Rachael English, 2020-02-27 Every
paper bracelet held a mother's heartbreaking secret... The top ten bestseller, inspired by
heartrending true events in a home for unwed mothers, set in Ireland, Boston and London, this novel
is perfect for readers of Kathryn Hughes and Emily Gunnis. ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ 'A beautifully written story,
uncovering some untold truths' ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ 'Absorbing and important' ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ 'An addictive read' ⭐ ⭐ ⭐
⭐ ⭐ 'It broke my heart. Rachael has managed to tell a truly heartbreaking story beautifully and with
real grace and dignity' ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ 'Emotional and thought provoking' _____ For almost fifty years, Katie
Carroll has kept a box tucked away inside her wardrobe. It dates from her time working as a nurse
in a west of Ireland home for unwed mothers in the 1970s. The box contains a notebook holding the
details of the babies and young women she met there. It also holds many of the babies' identity
bracelets. Following the death of her husband, Katie makes a decision. The information she
possesses could help reunite adopted people with their birth mothers, and she decides to post a
message on an internet forum. Soon the replies are rolling in, and Katie finds herself returning many
of the bracelets to their original owners. She encounters success and failure, heartbreak and joy. But
is she prepared for old secrets to be uncovered in her own life? _____ Your favourite authors love the
novels of Rachael English: 'A true storyteller who keeps you turning the pages' Cathy Kelly 'Utterly
moving and compelling. That first line...wow! I was hooked' Patricia Scanlan 'Fantastic storytelling
looking back at Ireland's dark past' Liz Nugent 'A powerful, important, beautiful book' Sinéad
Crowley 'A compelling read' Sheila O'Flanagan
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Dancing the Death Drill Fred Khumalo, 2017-02-06 ‘Be
quiet and be calm, my countrymen, for what is taking place is exactly what you came to do ...
Brothers, we are drilling the death drill.’ – Reverend Isaac Wauchope Dyobha Paris, 1958. A skirmish
in a world-famous restaurant leaves two men dead and the restaurant staff baffled. Why did the head
waiter, a man who’s been living in France for many years, lunge at his patrons with a knife? As the
man awaits trial, a journalist hounds his long-time friend, hoping to expose the true story behind this



unprecedented act of violence. Gradually, the extraordinary story of Pitso Motaung, a young South
African who volunteered to serve with the Allies in the First World War, emerges. Through a tragic
twist of fate, Pitso found himself on board the ss Mendi, a ship that sank off the Isle of Wight in
February 1917. More than six hundred of his countrymen, mostly black soldiers, lost their lives in a
catastrophe that official history largely forgot. One particularly cruel moment from that day will
remain etched in Pitso’s mind, resurfacing decades later to devastating effect. Dancing the Death
Drill recounts the life of Pitso Motaung. It is a personal and political tale that spans continents and
generations, moving from the battlefields of the Boer War to the front lines in France and beyond.
With a captivating blend of pathos and humour, Fred Khumalo brings to life a historical event,
honouring both those who perished in the disaster and those who survived.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Islands of Decolonial Love Leanne Betasamosake Simpson,
2013 In her debut collection of short stories, Islands of Decolonial Love, renowned writer and
activist Leanne Simpson vividly explores the lives of contemporary Indigenous Peoples and
communities, especially those of her own Nishnaabeg nation. Found on reserves, in cities and small
towns, in bars and curling rinks, canoes and community centres, doctors offices and pickup trucks,
Simpson's characters confront the often heartbreaking challenge of pairing the desire to live loving
and observant lives with a constant struggle to simply survive the historical and ongoing injustices of
racism and colonialism. Told with voices that are rarely recorded but need to be heard, and
incorporating the language and history of her people, Leanne Simpson's Islands of Decolonial Love
is a profound, important, and beautiful book of fiction.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Heart of a Chief Joseph Bruchac, 1998 Chris Nicola lives
on the Penacook Indian Reservation and goes to school in town. School is great, but at home the
Penacook are divided over building a casino on a beautiful island Chris thinks of as his own. What
can one sixth-grade boy do?
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: House of Prayer No. 2 Mark Richard, 2012-02-14 Crippled
by deformed hips as a child, Mark Richard was told he would spend his adult life in a wheelchair.
The son of an unpredictable, violent father and a mother who sought inner peace through scripture,
Richard spent his bedridden childhood in the company of books. As a young man, he set out to
experience as much of the world as possible before his hips failed him. He spent years doing odd
jobs and getting into trouble, grappling throughout with his faith and his calling, before winning a
national fiction contest and launching an extraordinary writing career. In this irresistible blend of
history, travelogue, and personal reflection, Richard draws a remarkable portrait of a writer’s
struggle with his faith, the evolution of his art, and the recognition of one’s singularity in the face of
painful disability.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: Tight Times Barbara Shook Hazen, 1983-07 A small boy, not
allowed to have a dog because times are tight, finds a starving kitten in a trash can on the same day
his father loses his job.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Sound of Broken Glass Deborah Crombie, 2013-02-19
Scotland Yard detectives Duncan Kincaid and Gemma James are on the case in Deborah Crombie’s
The Sound of Broken Glass, a captivating mystery that blends a murder from the past with a
powerful danger in the present. When Detective Inspector James joins forces with Detective
Inspector Melody Talbot to solve the murder of an esteemed barrister, their investigation leads them
to realize that nothing is what it seems—with the crime they’re investigating and their own lives.
With an abundance of twists and turns and intertwining subplots, The Sound of Broken Glass by
New York Times bestselling author Deborah Crombie is an elaborate and engaging page-turner.
  horse geraldine brooks analysis: The Inheritance Louisa May Alcott, 1997 Edith Adelon, an
impoverished Italian orphan, finds love and friends in England.
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