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Introduction:

Have you ever felt the nagging pull towards intellectual freedom, a yearning to break free from the

shackles of blind obedience and inherited dogma? This very question, the yearning for self-determined

thought, lies at the heart of Immanuel Kant's seminal essay, "An Answer to the Question: What is

Enlightenment?". This post delves deep into Kant's profound exploration of enlightenment, examining

its meaning, its prerequisites, and its challenges. We’ll unpack his core arguments, explore their

relevance in the modern world, and consider the enduring legacy of his influential work. Prepare to

embark on a journey into the philosophical landscape of one of history's most important thinkers.

I. Understanding Kant's Context: A World of Imposed Authority

Immanuel Kant wrote "What is Enlightenment?" in 1784, a time deeply shaped by absolutist

monarchies and the pervasive influence of the Church. Reason and independent thought were often

suppressed, replaced by unquestioning adherence to tradition and authority. Kant, a meticulous and

methodical philosopher, saw this as a critical impediment to human progress and individual fulfillment.

His essay wasn't merely an academic exercise; it was a call to action, a challenge to the status quo.

The prevalent societal structures dictated a rigid framework, limiting individual autonomy and the free

exchange of ideas. This backdrop provides crucial context for understanding Kant's urgent call for

enlightenment.



II. Kant's Definition of Enlightenment: Sapere Aude!

Kant famously defines enlightenment as "man's emergence from his self-imposed immaturity." This

"immaturity" isn't a lack of intellect, but rather a lack of courage to use one's own understanding

without the guidance of another. He famously urges his readers to "Dare to know!" (Sapere aude!).

This isn't a reckless abandonment of reason, but rather a courageous embrace of critical thinking and

self-reliance. It's about questioning established norms, engaging with diverse perspectives, and forming

one's own convictions based on rational inquiry. The emphasis here is on individual responsibility and

the active pursuit of knowledge.

III. Public and Private Use of Reason: A Crucial Distinction

Kant distinguishes between the public and private use of reason. The private use of reason refers to

an individual's role within a specific social structure. Here, an individual might conform to certain rules

and regulations without necessarily agreeing with them fully. This is a pragmatic approach,

acknowledging the need for social order and functioning. However, the public use of reason, which

Kant emphasizes, is the crucial element of enlightenment. This is the freedom to express one's

opinions and critique societal norms openly and publicly, contributing to the overall intellectual

discourse and potentially influencing societal change.

IV. The Role of Authority in Kant's Enlightenment

Kant doesn't advocate for anarchy. He acknowledges the necessity of authority and established

institutions. However, he argues that this authority should be based on reason and consent, not on

blind obedience or coercion. Enlightenment, therefore, isn't about overthrowing all forms of authority;

it's about transforming the relationship between the individual and authority, grounding it in rational

discourse and mutual respect. He subtly suggests that a truly enlightened society would be one where

authority itself actively fosters critical thinking and intellectual freedom among its citizens.



V. Obstacles to Enlightenment: Resistance and Inertia

Kant identifies several obstacles to enlightenment, primarily the ingrained laziness and cowardice of

individuals who prefer to remain in a state of tutelage rather than actively engage in critical thinking.

This self-imposed immaturity is often reinforced by institutions that benefit from maintaining the status

quo. The fear of challenging established power structures, the comfort of established beliefs, and the

sheer effort required for independent thought are significant barriers to achieving widespread

enlightenment. Overcoming these obstacles requires collective effort and a societal shift towards

valuing rational discourse and individual autonomy.

VI. The Enduring Relevance of Kant's Enlightenment

Kant's essay transcends its historical context. His arguments remain profoundly relevant in our modern

world, where challenges to free speech, intellectual freedom, and rational discourse persist. The fight

against misinformation, the suppression of dissenting voices, and the erosion of trust in institutions all

highlight the enduring relevance of Kant's call for enlightenment. His insights encourage us to critically

examine power structures, challenge established norms, and actively participate in the creation of a

more just and rational society.

VII. Conclusion: A Continuous Process

Kant's vision of enlightenment isn't a destination but a continuous process. It’s a lifelong commitment

to critical thinking, self-reflection, and the courageous pursuit of knowledge. It requires both individual

effort and collective action to overcome the obstacles that impede the progress towards a more

enlightened world. His essay serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of intellectual freedom

and the ongoing responsibility to question, to challenge, and to strive for a more rational and just

society.



Article Outline:

Title: Immanuel Kant's "What is Enlightenment?" A Critical Analysis

Introduction: Contextualizing Kant's essay within the 18th-century intellectual landscape.

Chapter 1: Defining Enlightenment: Kant's concept of "immaturity" and the imperative "Sapere Aude!"

Chapter 2: Public vs. Private Use of Reason: Analyzing the tension between individual freedom and

social order.

Chapter 3: The Role of Authority: Examining Kant's nuanced view on the relationship between

individual autonomy and established institutions.

Chapter 4: Obstacles to Enlightenment: Identifying the societal and individual barriers to achieving

widespread intellectual freedom.

Chapter 5: The Enduring Relevance of Kant's Ideas: Applying Kant's insights to contemporary

challenges to free speech and rational discourse.

Conclusion: Enlightenment as an ongoing process and its significance for the future.

Detailed Article Sections (Expanding on the Outline):

(Each of these points would be expanded upon in the full article, adding depth and analysis to each

section of the outline. The examples below represent only a fraction of the content for each chapter.)

Chapter 1: Defining Enlightenment: This section would delve deeper into Kant's concept of immaturity,

providing examples of how it manifests in society and explaining why it is not simply a matter of

intelligence but also courage and willingness to think independently. It would also thoroughly analyze

"Sapere Aude," connecting it to historical and contemporary examples of individuals and movements

embracing courageous intellectual autonomy.

Chapter 2: Public vs. Private Use of Reason: This section would thoroughly examine the tension

between public and private reason, using examples to illustrate how individuals can navigate the

complexities of conforming to societal rules while also freely expressing their opinions and critically



examining societal norms. This section would highlight instances where public discourse has led to

societal change.

Chapter 3: The Role of Authority: This section would expand on Kant's view of authority, arguing

against both unchecked power and the complete rejection of authority. It would analyze historical and

contemporary examples of both authoritarianism and anarchy, illustrating why a balance between

individual freedom and social order is necessary for a well-functioning society.

Chapter 4: Obstacles to Enlightenment: This section would analyze specific historical and

contemporary examples of obstacles to enlightenment, such as censorship, propaganda, ingrained

biases, and the fear of challenging established norms. It would examine how these obstacles manifest

themselves in different contexts and how they can be overcome.

Chapter 5: The Enduring Relevance of Kant's Ideas: This section would directly connect Kant's ideas

to current events and issues, such as the rise of misinformation, the challenges to free speech in

certain countries, and the erosion of trust in institutions. It would discuss how his concepts can help us

navigate these contemporary challenges.

FAQs:

What is the main idea of Kant's "What is Enlightenment?" Kant argues that enlightenment is the1.

individual's emergence from self-imposed immaturity, urging people to dare to know and use

their own reason.

What is the difference between public and private use of reason according to Kant? Public use is1.

the freedom to express one's opinions openly, while private use involves conforming to rules



within a specific social structure.

How does Kant view authority in relation to enlightenment? He believes authority is necessary1.

but should be based on reason and consent, not blind obedience.

What are some obstacles to enlightenment according to Kant? Laziness, cowardice, and the1.

influence of institutions that benefit from maintaining the status quo are major obstacles.

What is the significance of "Sapere Aude!"? It's a call to action, urging individuals to1.

courageously use their own understanding without relying on external guidance.

Is Kant advocating for anarchy? No, he acknowledges the necessity of authority but emphasizes1.

that it should be based on reason and consent.

How is Kant's essay relevant today? Its themes of free speech, intellectual freedom, and critical1.

thinking remain crucial in addressing contemporary challenges.



What is Kant's concept of immaturity? It's not a lack of intellect, but a lack of courage to use1.

one's own understanding independently.

What is the ultimate goal of enlightenment according to Kant? The creation of a more rational1.

and just society through the widespread adoption of critical thinking and intellectual freedom.

Related Articles:

Immanuel Kant's Critique of Pure Reason: An exploration of Kant's foundational work in1.

epistemology.

Kant's Categorical Imperative: A deep dive into Kant's ethical framework.2.

The Enlightenment and its Impact on Modern Society: A broader examination of the3.

Enlightenment era and its lasting effects.

The Relationship Between Reason and Faith in Kant's Philosophy: Analyzing Kant's view on the4.

compatibility of reason and religious belief.

Comparing Kant's Philosophy to Other Enlightenment Thinkers: A comparative analysis of Kant's5.

ideas with those of Locke, Rousseau, and others.

Kant's Theory of Knowledge: An examination of Kant's epistemological framework and its6.

influence on subsequent philosophical thought.



The Concept of Autonomy in Kant's Philosophy: A detailed analysis of the importance of self-7.

governance in Kant's ethical and political thought.

Kant's Aesthetics and the Critique of Judgment: Exploring Kant's views on beauty, art, and the8.

subjective nature of aesthetic experience.

The Political Philosophy of Immanuel Kant: An examination of Kant's ideas on republicanism,9.

democracy, and international relations.

  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: An Answer to the
Question: 'What is Enlightenment?' Immanuel Kant, 2013-09-26 Immanuel Kant was one of the most
influential philosophers in the whole of Europe, who changed Western thought with his examinations
of reason and the nature of reality. In these writings he investigates human progress, civilization,
morality and why, to be truly enlightened, we must all have the freedom and courage to use our own
intellect. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way
we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They
have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and destroyed
them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries
whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Answering the
Question: What Is Enlightenment? Immanuel Kant, 2019-12-05 Answering the Question: What Is
Enlightenment? is a 1784 essay by the philosopher Immanuel Kant. In the December 1784
publication of the Berlinische Monatsschrift (Berlin Monthly), edited by Friedrich Gedike and Johann
Erich Biester, Kant replied to the question posed a year earlier by the Reverend Johann Friedrich
Zöllner, who was also an official in the Prussian government. Zöllner's question was addressed to a
broad intellectual public community, in reply to Biester's essay entitled: Proposal, not to engage the
clergy any longer when marriages are conducted (April 1783) and a number of leading intellectuals
replied with essays, of which Kant's is the most famous and has had the most impact. Kant's opening
paragraph of the essay is a much-cited definition of a lack of enlightenment as people's inability to
think for themselves due not to their lack of intellect, but lack of courage. Kant's essay also
addressed the causes of a lack of enlightenment and the preconditions necessary to make it possible
for people to enlighten themselves. He held it necessary that all church and state paternalism be
abolished and people be given the freedom to use their own intellect. Kant praised Frederick II of
Prussia for creating these preconditions. Kant focused on religious issues, saying that our rulers had
less interest in telling citizens what to think in regard to artistic and scientific issues.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Practical Philosophy
Immanuel Kant, 1999-06-13 Review of Schulz's Attempt at an introduction to a doctrine of morals for
all human beings regardless of different religions -- An answer to the question, what is
enlightenment? -- On the wrongfulness of unauthorized publication of books -- Groundwork of the
metaphysics of morals -- Review of Gottlieb Hufeland's Essay on the principle of natural right --



Kraus' review of Ulrich's Eleutheriology -- Critique of practical reason -- On the common saying, that
may be correct in theory, but it is of no use in practice -- Toward perpetual peace -- The metaphysics
of morals -- On a supposed right to lie from philanthropy -- On turning out books.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Educational theory of
Immanuel Kant I. Kant, 1908
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: What Is Enlightenment?
James Schmidt, 1996-09-08 This collection contains the first English translations of a group of
18th-century German essays that address the question, what is Enlightenment?. They explore the
origins of 18th-century debate on the Enlightenment, and its significance for the present.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: What is
Enlightenment? Samuel Fleischacker, 2013 This engaging and lucid book explains and assesses
Kant's philosophy of Enlightenment. Including helpful chapter summaries and guides to further
reading, it is ideal for anyone studying Kant or the Enlightenment, as well students of politics,
history and religious studies.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Answer the question:
What is Enlightenment? ,
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Enlightenment John
Robertson, 2015 This introduction explores the history of the 18th-century Enlightenment
movement. Considering its intellectual commitments, Robertson then turns to their impact on
society, and the ways in which Enlightenment thinkers sought to further the goal of human
betterment, by promoting economic improvement and civil and political justice.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Enlightenment
Vincenzo Ferrone, 2017-03-07 A compelling reevaluation of the Enlightenment from one of its
leading historians In this concise and powerful book, one of the world's leading historians of the
Enlightenment provides a bracing and clarifying new interpretation of this watershed period.
Arguing that philosophical and historical interpretations of the era have long been hopelessly
confused, Vincenzo Ferrone makes the case that it is only by separating these views and taking an
approach grounded in social and cultural history that we can begin to grasp what the Enlightenment
was—and why it is still relevant today. Ferrone explains why the Enlightenment was a profound and
wide-ranging cultural revolution that reshaped Western identity, reformed politics through the
invention of human rights, and redefined knowledge by creating a critical culture. These new ways
of thinking gave birth to new values that spread throughout society and changed how everyday life
was lived and understood. Featuring an illuminating afterword describing how his argument
challenges the work of Anglophone interpreters including Jonathan Israel, The Enlightenment
provides a fascinating reevaluation of the true nature and legacy of one of the most important and
contested periods in Western history. The translation of this work has been funded by
SEPS—Segretariato Europeo per le Pubblicazioni Scientifiche.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Tolerance Caroline
Warman, 2016-01-04 Inspired by Voltaire’s advice that a text needs to be concise to have real
influence, this anthology contains fiery extracts by forty eighteenth-century authors, from the most
famous philosophers of the age to those whose brilliant writings are less well-known. These passages
are immensely diverse in style and topic, but all have in common a passionate commitment to
equality, freedom, and tolerance. Each text resonates powerfully with the issues our world faces
today. Tolerance was first published by the Société française d’étude du dix-huitième siècle (the
French Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo assassinations in
January 2015 as an act of solidarity and as a response to the surge of interest in Enlightenment
values. With the support of the British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, it has now been
translated by over 100 students and tutors of French at Oxford University.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Atisha's Lamp for the
Path to Enlightenment Atisha, 1997-01-01 Atisha's most celebrated text sets forth the entire
Buddhist path Atisha, the eleventh-century Indian Buddhist scholar and saint, came to Tibet at the



invitation of the king of Western Tibet, Lha Lama Yeshe Wo, and his nephew, Jangchub Wo. His
coming initiated the period of the second transmission of Buddhism to Tibet, formative for the Sakya
Kagyu and Gelug traditions of Tibetan Buddhism. Atisha's most celebrated text, Lamp for the Path to
Enlightenment, sets forth the entire Buddhist path within the framework of three levels of
motivation on the part of the practitioner. Atisha's text thus became the source of the lamrim
tradition, or graduated stages of the path to enlightenment, an approach to spiritual practice
incorporated within all schools of Tibetan Buddhism.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Cambridge
History of French Literature William Burgwinkle, Nicholas Hammond, Emma Wilson, 2011-02-24
The most comprehensive history of literature written in French ever produced in English.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: On History Immanuel
Kant, 1963
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: What is the Human
Being? Patrick R. Frierson, 2013 Philosophers, anthropologists and biologists have long puzzled over
the question of human nature. In this lucid and wide-ranging introduction to Kant's philosophy of
human nature - which is essential for understanding his thought as a whole - Patrick Frierson
assesses Kant's theories and examines his critics.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Toward Perpetual
Peace and Other Writings on Politics, Peace, and History Immanuel Kant, 2006-01-01
Immanuel Kant’s views on politics, peace, and history have lost none of their relevance since their
publication more than two centuries ago. This volume contains a comprehensive collection of Kant’s
writings on international relations theory and political philosophy, superbly translated and
accompanied by stimulating essays. Pauline Kleingeld provides a lucid introduction to the main
themes of the volume, and three essays by distinguished contributors follow: Jeremy Waldron on
Kant’s theory of the state; Michael W. Doyle on the implications of Kant’s political theory for his
theory of international relations; and Allen W. Wood on Kant’s philosophical approach to history and
its current relevance.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Foundations of the
Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 1949
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant's Human Being
Robert B. Louden, 2011-07-25 In Kant's Human Being, Robert B. Louden continues and deepens
avenues of research first initiated in his highly acclaimed book, Kant's Impure Ethics. Drawing on a
wide variety of both published and unpublished works spanning all periods of Kant's extensive
writing career, Louden here focuses on Kant's under-appreciated empirical work on human nature,
with particular attention to the connections between this body of work and his much-discussed
ethical theory. Kant repeatedly claimed that the question, What is the human being is philosophy's
most fundamental question, one that encompasses all others. Louden analyzes and evaluates Kant's
own answer to his question, showing how it differs from other accounts of human nature. This
collection of twelve essays is divided into three parts. In Part One (Human Virtues), Louden explores
the nature and role of virtue in Kant's ethical theory, showing how the conception of human nature
behind Kant's virtue theory results in a virtue ethics that is decidedly different from more familiar
Aristotelian virtue ethics programs. In Part Two (Ethics and Anthropology), he uncovers the
dominant moral message in Kant's anthropological investigations, drawing new connections between
Kant's work on human nature and his ethics. Finally, in Part Three (Extensions of Anthropology),
Louden explores specific aspects of Kant's theory of human nature developed outside of his
anthropology lectures, in his works on religion, geography, education ,and aesthetics, and shows
how these writings substantially amplify his account of human beings. Kant's Human Being offers a
detailed and multifaceted investigation of the question that Kant held to be the most important of all,
and will be of interest not only to philosophers but also to all who are concerned with the study of
human nature.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Liberation from Self



Bernard Berofsky, 1995-09-29 Professor Berofsky provides a detailed, sophisticated and
comprehensive treatment of autonomy.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Creation of the
Modern World Roy Porter, 2000 From a critically acclaimed author comes an engagingly written and
groundbreaking new work that highlights the long-underestimated British role in delivering the
Enlightenment to the modern world. Porter reveals how the monumental transformation of thinking
in Great Britain influenced wider developments elsewhere. of color illustrations.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: What Does it Mean to
Orient Oneself in Thinking? Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), 2014-03-17 From 1774 to about 1800,
there were three intense philosophical and theological controversies underway in Germany, namely:
Fragments Controversy, the Pantheism Controversy, and the Atheism Controversy. Kant’s essay
translated here is Kant’s respond to the Pantheism Controversy. During this period (1770-1800),
there was the Sturm und Drang (Storm and Urge (stress)) movement with thinkers like Johann
Hamann, Johann Herder, Friedrich Schiller, and Johann Goethe; who were against the cultural
movement of the Enlightenment (Aufklärung). Kant was on the side of Enlightenment (see his
Answer the Question: What is Enlightenment? 1784). Table of Contents Translator’s Short Preface
for Historical Context (pages 3-4). Immanuel Kant’s Text translated into English (pages 5-22).
Translator’s Remarks (pages 23-24). Notes and Background for Kant’s essay and translation (page
25). Earlier translations from German into English of Kant’s essay (page 26). Pantheism Controversy
(Quarrel) (Pantheismusstreit) (pages 27-28). Chronology of the Pantheism Controversy (Quarrel)
(pages 29-37). Main Philosophers and authors. Ranked by birth year. Lessing first quarrel.
Fragments Controversy. Pantheism Controversy or Pantheism Quarrel starts. Atheism Controversy.
What is the Purpose of Kant’s Orientation Essay? (pages 38-42). Selected Bibliography related to
Pantheism Controversy (pages 42-43). Related Online Resources (pages 43-44). Kant’s Note on his
Overall Philosophical Position (pages 45-47). Dedication and Acknowledgements (pages 48-49).
Appendix A. Image of first page of Kant Essay (1786) (pages 49-51). Keyword index (pages 51-83).
Starts with a green page.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Der Streit Der
FakultÜten Immanuel Kant, 1992-01-01 It is in the interest of the totalitarian state that subjects not
think for themselves, much less confer about their thinking. Writing under the hostile watch of the
Prussian censorship, Immanuel Kant dared to argue the need for open argument, in the university if
nowhere else. In this heroic criticism of repression, first published in 1798, he anticipated the crises
that endanger the free expression of ideas in the name of national policy. Composed of three
sections written at different times, The Conflict of the Faculties dwells on the eternal combat
between the lower faculty of philosophy, which is answerable only to individual reason, and the
faculties of theology, law, and medicine, which get higher precedence in the world of affairs and
whose teachings and practices are of interest to the government. Kant makes clear, for example, the
close alliance between the theological faculty and the government that sanctions its teachings and
can resort to force and censorship. All the more vital and precious, then, the faculty of philosophy,
which encourages independent thought before action. The first section, The Conflict of the
Philosophy Faculty with the Theology Faculty, is essentially a vindication of the right of the
philosophical faculty to freedom of expression. In the other sections the philosopher takes a long and
penetrating look at medicine and law, the one preserving the physical temple and the other
regulating its actions.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Enlightenment
Anthony Pagden, 2013-05-23 The Enlightenment and Why It Still Matters tells nothing less than the
story of how the modern, Western view of the world was born. Cultural and intellectual historian
Anthony Pagden explains how, and why, the ideal of a universal, global, and cosmopolitan society
became such a central part of the Western imagination in the ferment of the Enlightenment - and
how these ideas have done battle with an inward-looking, tradition-oriented view of the world ever
since. Cosmopolitanism is an ancient creed; but in its modern form it was a creature of the



Enlightenment attempt to create a new 'science of man', based upon a vision of humanity made up of
autonomous individuals, free from all the constraints imposed by custom, prejudice, and religion. As
Pagden shows, this 'new science' was based not simply on 'cold, calculating reason', as its critics
claimed, but on the argument that all humans are linked by what in the Enlightenment were called
'sympathetic' attachments. The conclusion was that despite the many tribes and nations into which
humanity was divided there was only one 'human nature', and that the final destiny of the species
could only be the creation of one universal, cosmopolitan society. This new 'human science' provided
the philosophical grounding of the modern world. It has been the inspiration behind the League of
Nations, the United Nations and the European Union. Without it, international law, global justice,
and human rights legislation would be unthinkable. As Anthony Pagden argues passionately and
persuasively in this book, it is a legacy well worth preserving - and one that might yet come to
inherit the earth.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant and Colonialism
Katrin Flikschuh, Lea Ypi, 2014-11-20 This is the first book dedicated to a systematic exploration of
Kant's position on colonialism. Bringing together a team of leading scholars in both the history of
political thought and normative theory, the chapters in the volume seek to place Kant's thoughts on
colonialism in historical context, examine the tensions that the assessment of colonialism produces
in Kant's work, and evaluate the relevance of these reflections for current debates on global justice
and the relation of Western political thinking to other parts of the world.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Lectures on Logic
Immanuel Kant, 2004-09-13 Table of contents
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Intellectual Origins
of Modernity David Ohana, 2019-03-21 The Intellectual Origins of Modernity explores the long and
winding road of modernity from Rousseau to Foucault and its roots, which are not to be found in a
desire for enlightenment or in the idea of progress but in the Promethean passion of Western
humankind. Modernity is the Promethean passion, the passion of humans to be their own master, to
use their insight to make a world different from the one that they found, and to liberate themselves
from their immemorial chains. This passion created the political ideologies of the nineteenth century
and made its imprint on the totalitarian regimes that arose in their wake in the twentieth.
Underlying the Promethean passion there was modernity—humankind's project of self-creation—and
enlightenment, the existence of a constant tension between the actual and the desirable, between
reality and the ideal. Beneath the weariness, the exhaustion and the skepticism of post-modernist
criticism is a refusal to take Promethean horizons into account. This book attests the importance of
reason, which remains a powerful critical weapon of humankind against the idols that have come out
of modernity: totalitarianism, fundamentalism, the golem of technology, genetic engineering and a
boundless will to power. Without it, the new Prometheus is liable to return the fire to the gods.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Libertine Enlightenment
L. O'Connell, P. Cryle, 2003-11-14 Sex in the Eighteenth-century was not simply a pleasure; it had
profound philosophical and political implications. This book explores those implications, and in
particular the links between sexual freedom and liberty in a variety of European and British
contexts. Discussing prostitutes and politicians, philosophers and charlatans, confidence tricksters
and novelists, Libertine Enlightenment presents a fascinating overview of the sexual dimension of
enlightened modernity.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Enlightenment and
Modernity Robert Wokler, 1999-12-08 This collection of essays is addressed to the legacy of
Enlightenment thought, with respect to eighteenth-century notions of human nature, human rights,
representative democracy or the nation-state, and with regard to the barbarism, including the
Holocaust, allegedly unleashed by eighteenth-century ideals of civilization.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Horrors and
Absurdities of Religion Arthur Schopenhauer, 2009-08-27 A fascinating examination of ethics,
religion and psychology, this selection of Schopenhauer's works contains scathing attack on the



nature and logic of religion, and an essay on ethics that ranges from the American slavery debate to
the vices of Buddhism. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have
transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives -
and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Why I Am so Clever
Friedrich Nietzsche, 2016-03-03 'Why do I know a few more things? Why am I so clever altogether?'
Self-celebrating and self-mocking autobiographical writings from Ecce Homo, the last work
iconoclastic German philosopher Nietzsche wrote before his descent into madness. One of 46 new
books in the bestselling Little Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in
1946. Each book gives readers a taste of the Classics' huge range and diversity, with works from
around the world and across the centuries - including fables, decadence, heartbreak, tall tales,
satire, ghosts, battles and elephants.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant's Prolegomena
to Any Future Metaphysics Immanuel Kant, 1902
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant and Religion Allen
W. Wood, 2020-05-28 Explores Kant's philosophy of religion and morality through his Religion within
the Boundaries of Mere Reason.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Enlightenment
Dorinda Outram, 2013-01-10 New third edition of this acclaimed accessible overview of the
Enlightenment, with a new chapter and guidance on further research.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Cultivating Personhood
Stephen Palmquist, 2010 Authors from all over the world unite in an effort to cultivate dialogue
between Asian and Western philosophy. The papers forge a new, East-West comparative path on the
whole range of issues in Kant studies. The concept of personhood, crucial for both traditions, serves
as a springboard to address issues such as knowledge acquisition and education, ethics and
self-identity, religious/political community building, and cross-cultural understanding. Edited by
Stephen Palmquist, founder of the Hong Kong Philosophy Café and well known for both his Kant
expertise and his devotion to fostering philosophical dialogue, the book presents selected and
reworked papers from the first ever Kant Congress in Hong Kong, held in May 2009. Among others
the contributors are Patricia Kitcher (New York City, USA), Günther Wohlfahrt (Wuppertal,
Germany), Cheng Chung-ying (Hawaii, USA), Sammy Xie Xia-ling (Shanghai, China), Lau Chong-fuk
(Hong Kong), Anita Ho (Vancouver/Kelowna, Canada), Ellen Zhang (Hong Kong), Pong Wen-berng
(Taipei, Taiwan), Simon Xie Shengjian (Melbourne, Australia), Makoto Suzuki (Aichi, Japan), Kiyoshi
Himi (Mie, Japan), Park Chan-Goo (Seoul, South Korea), Chong Chaeh-yun (Seoul, South Korea),
Mohammad Raayat Jahromi (Tehran, Iran), Mohsen Abhari Javadi (Qom, Iran), Soraj Hongladarom
(Bangkok, Thailand), Ruchira Majumdar (Kolkata, India), A.T. Nuyen (Singapore), Stephen Palmquist
(Hong Kong), Christian Wenzel (Taipei, Taiwan), Mario Wenning (Macau).
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Love's Enlightenment
Ryan Patrick Hanley, 2017-03-30 This book examines the transformation of the traditional
understanding of love by four key Enlightenment thinkers - Hume, Adam Smith, Rousseau and Kant.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Visions of the
Enlightenment Michael J. Sauter, 2009 This book examines the public battle sparked by the
promulgation in 1788 of Prussia's Edict on Religion. Historians have seen in this moment nothing
less than the end of the Enlightenment in Prussia. This book begs to differ and argues that social
control had a long enlightened pedigree. Using both archival and published documents this book
reveals deeply the entire Prussian elite was invested in social control of the masses, especially in the
public sphere. What emerges is a picture of the Enlightenment in Prussia as a conservative
enterprise that was limited by not merely the state but also the social anxieties of the Prussian elite.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: The Foucault Reader



Michel Foucault, 1984-11-12 Michel Foucault was one of the most influential philosophical thinkers
in the contemporary world, someone whose work has affected the teaching of half a dozen
disciplines ranging from literary criticism to the history of criminology. But of his many books, not
one offers a satisfactory introduction to the entire complex body of his work. The Foucault Reader
was commissioned precisely to serve that purpose. The Reader contains selections from each area of
Foucault's work as well as a wealth of previously unpublished writings, including important material
written especially for this volume, the preface to the long-awaited second volume of The History of
Sexuality, and interviews with Foucault himself, in the course of which he discussed his philosophy
at first hand and with unprecedented candor. This philosophy comprises an astonishing intellectual
enterprise: a minute and ongoing investigation of the nature of power in society. Foucault's analyses
of this power as it manifests itself in society, schools, hospitals, factories, homes, families, and other
forms of organized society are brought together in The Foucault Reader to create an overview of this
theme and of the broad social and political vision that underlies it.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant’s Political Theory
Elisabeth Ellis, 2015-06-12 Past interpreters of Kant’s thought seldom viewed his writings on politics
as having much importance, especially in comparison with his writings on ethics, which (along with
his major works, such as the Critique of Pure Reason) received the lion’s share of attention. But in
recent years a new generation of scholars has revived interest in what Kant had to say about politics.
From a position of engagement with today’s most pressing questions, this volume of essays offers a
comprehensive introduction to Kant’s often misunderstood political thought. Covering the full range
of sources of Kant’s political theory—including not only the Doctrine of Right, the Critiques, and the
political essays but also Kant’s lectures and minor writings—the volume’s distinguished contributors
demonstrate that Kant’s philosophy offers compelling positions that continue to inspire the best
thinking on politics today. Aside from the editor, the contributors are Michaele Ferguson,
Louis-Philippe Hodgson, Ian Hunter, John Christian Laursen, Mika LaVaque-Manty, Onora O’Neill,
Thomas W. Pogge, Arthur Ripstein, and Robert S. Taylor.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Enlightenment Now
Steven Pinker, 2018-02-13 INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR My new favorite
book of all time. --Bill Gates If you think the world is coming to an end, think again: people are living
longer, healthier, freer, and happier lives, and while our problems are formidable, the solutions lie in
the Enlightenment ideal of using reason and science. By the author of the new book, Rationality. Is
the world really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In this elegant assessment of the
human condition in the third millennium, cognitive scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker
urges us to step back from the gory headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our
psychological biases. Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows
that life, health, prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the
West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some cosmic force. It is a gift of the
Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can enhance human flourishing. Far from
being a naïve hope, the Enlightenment, we now know, has worked. But more than ever, it needs a
vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project swims against currents of human nature--tribalism,
authoritarianism, demonization, magical thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to exploit.
Many commentators, committed to political, religious, or romantic ideologies, fight a rearguard
action against it. The result is a corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious
institutions of liberal democracy and global cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary flair,
Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and humanism: the ideals we need to
confront our problems and continue our progress.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Kant: Political Writings
Immanuel Kant, 1991-01-25 This edition includes two important texts illustrating Kants's view of
history along with notes and a comprehensive bibliography.
  immanuel kant an answer to the question what is enlightenment: Man Alone with



Himself Friedrich Nietzsche, 2008-08-07 Friedrich Nietzsche was one of the most revolutionary
thinkers in Western philosophy. Here he sets out his subversive views in a series of aphorisms on
subjects ranging from art to arrogance, boredom to passion, science to vanity, rejecting conventional
notions of morality to celebrate the individual’s ‘will to power’. Throughout history, some books have
changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves – and each other. They have
inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and
comforted. They have enriched lives – and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the
great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us
who we are.
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