
lacan psychoanalysis book

Deconstructing the Self: A Comprehensive Guide
to Lacan Psychoanalysis Books

Lacan's psychoanalytic theories, dense and challenging yet profoundly insightful, have
captivated scholars and students alike for decades. Navigating the labyrinthine world of
Jacques Lacan's writings, however, can feel daunting. This comprehensive guide serves as
your roadmap, exploring the key texts that illuminate his complex ideas and providing a
structured approach to understanding his unique contributions to psychoanalysis. We'll
delve into the essential Lacan psychoanalysis books, outlining their contents and guiding
you toward a deeper understanding of his concepts of the unconscious, the mirror stage,
and the symbolic order. Prepare to unravel the mysteries of the self, as we embark on a
journey through the intellectual landscape of Lacanian psychoanalysis.

Understanding the Significance of Lacan's Work

Before diving into specific books, it’s crucial to grasp the significance of Lacan's
contribution to psychoanalysis. Unlike Freud's focus on the individual psyche, Lacan
emphasized the role of language and the symbolic order in shaping our subjectivity. His
work profoundly impacted fields beyond psychoanalysis, including literary theory, film
studies, and cultural studies. He re-conceptualized the unconscious not as a reservoir of
repressed desires but as a structured system governed by language. This shift in focus
dramatically altered the landscape of psychoanalytic thought, leading to the development
of a unique and often challenging theoretical framework.

Essential Lacan Psychoanalysis Books: A Curated
Selection

While Lacan's oeuvre is vast and complex, certain texts stand out as crucial entry points
for understanding his work. Selecting the "best" book depends on your existing knowledge
and specific interests, but these titles offer a robust starting point:

Écrits: A Selection (1966): This seminal collection represents a crucial stepping stone into
Lacan's complex ideas. It gathers together many of his most important essays, offering a
panoramic view of his developing theories. The sheer density and challenging prose,
however, demand patience and careful engagement.

The Seminar of Jacques Lacan: Book XI, The Four Fundamental Concepts of
Psychoanalysis (1973): This volume focuses on four cornerstone concepts of Lacanian
psychoanalysis: the unconscious, the repetition principle, the transference, and the drive.
It’s considered a more accessible entry point for those already familiar with some basic
psychoanalytic concepts.



The Seminar of Jacques Lacan: Book I, Freud's Papers on Technique (1953-1954): This
early Seminar provides a critical engagement with Freud’s work, laying the groundwork
for Lacan’s own innovative reinterpretations. Understanding Lacan requires
understanding his relationship to and departure from Freud, making this a significant text.

Television: A lecture given at Vincennes (1974): This lecture, less theoretical than other
works, explores the impact of television on the unconscious, offering a unique perspective
on the modern subject. It exemplifies Lacan's ability to apply his theories to contemporary
cultural phenomena.

A Deeper Dive into Écrits: A Selection

Let's examine Écrits in more detail, as it's a cornerstone of Lacanian scholarship.

Introduction: The introduction typically provides an overview of Lacan's trajectory and the
selection criteria for the essays included. It contextualizes the work within the broader
landscape of post-Freudian psychoanalysis.

Main Chapters: Écrits is not structured linearly; each essay tackles a different aspect of
Lacan's theory. Key essays explore concepts like:

The Mirror Stage: This pivotal essay introduces the concept of the "mirror stage," where
the child identifies with its own image, forming a sense of self distinct from the body. This
is a crucial step in the development of the ego.

The Agency of the Letter in the Unconscious or Reason Since Freud: This essay examines
the role of language in structuring the unconscious, emphasizing the importance of the
"signifier" over the "signified." It introduces the key concept of the symbolic order.

The Instance of the Letter in the Unconscious: Building on the previous essay, this
explores the impact of linguistic structure on the formation of subjectivity.

Subversion of the Subject and the Dialectic of Desire: Here, Lacan delves into the
complexities of desire, arguing that it is not simply the pursuit of pleasure but a
structurally conditioned experience.

Conclusion: The implicit conclusion drawn throughout Écrits underscores the central role
of language in shaping the individual's experience of self and the world. It leaves the
reader grappling with the far-reaching implications of Lacan's radical reinterpretation of
psychoanalysis.

Addressing Common Misconceptions about Lacan

Many find Lacan's work intimidating due to its dense prose and complex terminology.
However, understanding the fundamental concepts is achievable. The key lies in patience,
careful reading, and engagement with secondary literature that explains his ideas in more
accessible terms.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Is Lacan's work only for academics? No, while complex, his ideas have relevance for1.
anyone interested in understanding the human psyche and the influence of language
and culture.

What is the best way to approach reading Lacan? Start with introductory texts or1.
secondary literature before tackling his primary works. Read slowly and repeatedly,
focusing on key concepts.

What are the main differences between Lacan and Freud? Lacan shifted the focus1.
from the drive-based unconscious to the language-based unconscious, emphasizing
the role of the symbolic order.

How does Lacan's work relate to other fields? Lacanian theory significantly1.
influences literary theory, film studies, cultural studies, and even political theory.

Are there any good introductory books on Lacan? Yes, numerous introductory texts1.
offer accessible explanations of Lacanian concepts. Search for "introduction to
Lacanian psychoanalysis" to find suitable resources.

What is the symbolic order in Lacanian theory? The symbolic order refers to the1.
realm of language and social structures that shape our understanding of ourselves
and the world.

What is the mirror stage? The mirror stage is the moment when the child recognizes1.
itself in the mirror, forming a sense of self distinct from its body.

Why is Lacan's work so difficult to understand? His dense writing style and1.
innovative use of existing terminology often present challenges to readers.



Where can I find reliable resources to learn more about Lacan? University libraries,1.
online academic journals, and reputable publishers offer valuable resources.

Related Articles:

Lacan's Concept of the Mirror Stage: A Detailed Explanation: This article provides an1.
in-depth exploration of the mirror stage and its implications for the development of
the ego.

The Symbolic Order in Lacanian Psychoanalysis: A Beginner's Guide: This article1.
offers a simplified introduction to the complex concept of the symbolic order.

Lacan and Language: Deconstructing the Unconscious: This article explores the1.
central role of language in shaping the unconscious according to Lacan.

The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis: A Summary: This provides a1.
concise overview of Lacan's four key concepts.

Comparing Freud and Lacan: Key Differences and Similarities: This article compares1.
and contrasts the theoretical approaches of Freud and Lacan.

Lacan's Influence on Literary Criticism: This article explores the impact of Lacanian1.
theory on literary analysis.

Applying Lacanian Theory to Film Analysis: This article demonstrates how Lacanian1.
concepts can be used to interpret films.



Lacan and the Real: An Exploration of the Beyond of Symbolic Order: This delves into1.
the concept of the "Real" – the pre-linguistic, untamed aspect of existence.

The Ethics of Psychoanalysis in Lacan's Work: This explores the ethical dimensions of1.
Lacan's psychoanalytic theory.

  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan, Psychoanalysis, and Comedy Patricia Gherovici, Manya
Steinkoler, 2016-08-02 Cutting-edge philosophers, psychoanalysts, literary theorists, and scholars
use Freud and Lacan to shed light on laughter, humor, and the comic. Bringing together clinic,
theory, and scholarship this compilation of essays offers an original mix with powerful interpretive
implications.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan Today Alexandre Leupin, 2004-11-17 Lacan Today:
Psychoanalysis, Science, Religion offers a lucid overview of the French psychoanalyst's work. In five
sections--The Structure of the Subject, Epistemology, Four Discourses, There is No Sexual Rapport,
and God is Real,--the book maps out Lacan's thought for the lay reader with unmatched clarity. It
does this by building from Lacan's graph and formulas, which are often misunderstood. This
formalization acts as a pedagogical tool of wonderful economy, offering a broad overview without
neglecting the essential details. The chapters are summarized by a general graph that visually
demonstrates Lacan's rigor and coherence. The book examines often-neglected aspects of Lacan's
work, like problems in the history of science, epistemology, and religion, in order to show Lacan's
relevance to today's world. It makes the case for Lacan as one of the most important thinkers of the
twentieth century, whose reach extends beyond the discipline of psychoanalysis. Indeed, Lacan's
thought should lead readers into a reexamination of philosophy, literature, art, politics, economy,
and desire. In his introduction, Alexandre Leupin writes: If the unconscious exists, then Lacan is the
only twentieth-century thinker who has drawn the consequences of Freud's discovery to their
ultimate limits. I propose here what some will take as bombastic hyperbole: Lacan's radical
reevaluation of human thinking is comparable to Einstein's. Though Lacan's thought is making
tremendous inroads in countries of Latin culture, it has been slowly fading from public awareness in
the English-speaking world. Often Lacan has been nothing more than a pawn in the bundling of
contradictory doctrines labeled as French thought; or he has been reduced to a means of exchange
between psychoanalysts or specialists in the humanities. Leupin's contention is that what Lacan said
or wrote is of interest to the general public and that his consignment to oblivion is reversible. This
book demonstrates that Lacan's thinking has vast implications, not only for college professors or
practicing psychoanalysts, but also for scientists, epistemologists, and every man and woman.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: After Lacan Ankhi Mukherjee, 2018-11-01 This book draws on
the distinct phases of Jacques Lacan's career to show his way of thinking in and beyond his lifetime.
It is an examination of the past, present, and futures of psychoanalysis, as these are developed in the
dimensions of language, literature, logic, philosophy, visual culture, identity and sexuality, and
politics. The interdisciplinary approach of the volume allows it to work across clinical, sociological,
philosophical, and literary fields to both add dimensions to the literary/critical reception of Lacan
and enable the system of Lacanian psychoanalysis to have a wider conversation. Re-examining the
fundamental concepts of Lacanian theory in its historical contexts through the topological structures
he inaugurated, After Lacan makes innovative critical interventions in contemporary debates on
racism, Islam, the Communist Party, poetry, new media, disability identity, and queer theory. It is a
key resource for students, graduates and instructors of literary theory, psychoanalysis, and the



works of Lacan.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Fundamentals of Psychoanalytic Technique Bruce Fink, 2007 [A]
useful and detailed work for the professionals who want to familiarize themselves with Lacan's
psychoanalytic theories. --APA Division 39 Newsletter
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan at the Scene Henry Bond, 2012-09-21 A Lacanian
approach to murder scene investigation. What if Jacques Lacan—the brilliant and eccentric Parisian
psychoanalyst—had worked as a police detective, applying his theories to solve crimes? This may
conjure up a mental film clip starring Peter Sellers in a trench coat, but in Lacan at the Scene,
Henry Bond makes a serious and provocative claim: that apparently impenetrable events of violent
death can be more effectively unraveled with Lacan's theory of psychoanalysis than with elaborate,
technologically advanced forensic tools. Bond's exposition on murder expands and develops a
resolutely Žižekian approach. Seeking out radical and unexpected readings, Bond unpacks his
material utilizing Lacan's neurosis-psychosis-perversion grid. Bond places Lacan at the crime scene
and builds his argument through a series of archival crime scene photographs from the 1950s—the
period when Lacan was developing his influential theories. It is not the horror of the ravished and
mutilated corpses that draws his attention; instead, he interrogates seemingly minor details from the
everyday, isolating and rephotographing what at first seems insignificant: a single high heeled shoe
on a kitchen table, for example, or carefully folded clothes placed over a chair. From these mundane
details he carefully builds a robust and comprehensive manual for Lacanian crime investigation that
can stand beside the FBI's standard-issue Crime Classification Manual.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan & Co Elisabeth Roudinesco, 1990-10-29 Roudinesco
provides a finely drawn map of the intellectual debates within French psychoanalysis, especially
under the influence of the German emigrés during the 1930s and 1940s. She is a good historian, in
that she provides not only a narrative history but also extensive passages from Lacan's own
oral-history interviews with the various figures, so that we have not only her commentary but some
flavor of the original documentation. Many of the quotes are gems.—Sander I. Gilman, Bulletin of the
History of Medicine
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Other Side of Psychoanalysis Jacques Lacan, 2007
Revolutionary and innovative, Lacan's work lies at the epicenter of modern thought about otherness,
subjectivity, sexual difference, and enjoyment.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Ethics of Psychoanalysis 1959-1960 Jacques Lacan,
2013-11-19 In his famous seminar on ethics, Jacques Lacan uses this question as his departure point
for a re-examination of Freud's work and the experience of psychoanalysis in relation to ethics.
Delving into the psychoanalyst's inevitable involvement with ethical questions, Lacan clarifies many
of his key concepts. During the seminar he discusses the problem of sublimation, the paradox of
jouissance, the essence of tragedy, and the tragic dimension of analytical experience. One of the
most influential French intellectuals of this century, Lacan is seen here at the height of his powers.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan, Psychoanalysis, and Comedy Patricia Gherovici, Manya
Steinkoler, 2016-08-02 This collection of essays explores laughter, humor, and the comic from a
psychoanalytic perspective. Edited by two leading practicing psychoanalysts and with original
contributions from Lacanian practitioners and scholars, this cutting-edge volume proposes a
paradigm swerve, a Freudian slip on a banana peel. Psychoanalysis has long been associated with
tragedy and there is a strong warrant to take up comedy as a more productive model for
psychoanalytic practice and critique. Jokes and the comic have not received nearly as much
consideration as they deserve given the fundamental role they play in our psychic lives and the way
they unite the fields of aesthetics, literature, and psychoanalysis. Lacan, Psychoanalysis and Comedy
addresses this lack and opens up the discussion.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Five Lessons on the Psychoanalytic Theory of Jacques Lacan
Juan-David Nasio, 1998-07-10 In this first English translation of a classic text by one of the foremost
commentators on Lacan's work, Nasio eloquently demonstrates the clinical and practical import of
Lacan's theory, even in its most difficult or obscure moments.



  lacan psychoanalysis book: What Lacan Said About Women Colette Soler, 2020-10-06 The
definitive work on Lacan's theory of the feminine. With exquisite prose and penetrating insights,
Colette Soler shares her theoretical and clinical expertise in this vibrant new text. She spins out
seductive explications of Lacan's thought on the controversial question of sexual difference. With the
subtlety that these topics deserve, she takes up Lacan's conception of woman and her relation to
masochism, femininity and hysteria, love and death, and the impossible sexual relation. Following
more than the usual suspects, What Lacan Said About Women also explores the mother's place in
the unconscious, how Lacan understands depression, and why depressives feel unloved. Soler's
analysis examines the cultural implications of the texts that Lacan produced from the 1950s to the
1970s, such as the effects of science on contemporary conceptions of the feminine. She gracefully
bridges the gap still left open between psychoanalysis and cultural studies. Winner of the Prix
Psyche for the best work published in the fields of psychology and psychoanalysis in 2003, this book
will appeal to cultural critics, especially those in gender and women's studies, as well as to anyone
involved in contemporary theory or clinical practice. This study will transform novices within the
field of Lacanian theory into informed thinkers and it will substantially supplement and refine the
knowledge of Lacanian veterans.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan and the Other Side of Psychoanalysis Justin
Clemens, Russell Grigg, 2006-05-23 This collection is the first extended interrogation in any
language of Jacques Lacan's Seminar XVII. Originally delivered just after the Paris uprisings of May
1968, Seminar XVII marked a turning point in Lacan’s thought; it was both a step forward in the
psychoanalytic debates and an important contribution to social and political issues. Collecting
important analyses by many of the major Lacanian theorists and practitioners, this anthology is at
once an introduction, critique, and extension of Lacan’s influential ideas. The contributors examine
Lacan’s theory of the four discourses, his critique of the Oedipus complex and the superego, the role
of primal affects in political life, and his prophetic grasp of twenty-first-century developments. They
take up these issues in detail, illuminating the Lacanian concepts with in-depth discussions of shame
and guilt, literature and intimacy, femininity, perversion, authority and revolt, and the discourse of
marketing and political rhetoric. Topics of more specific psychoanalytic interest include the role of
objet a, philosophy and psychoanalysis, the status of knowledge, and the relation between
psychoanalytic practices and the modern university. Contributors. Geoff Boucher, Marie-Hélène
Brousse, Justin Clemens, Mladen Dolar, Oliver Feltham, Russell Grigg, Pierre-Gilles Guéguen,
Dominique Hecq, Dominiek Hoens, Éric Laurent, Juliet Flower MacCannell, Jacques-Alain Miller,
Ellie Ragland, Matthew Sharpe, Paul Verhaeghe, Slavoj Žižek, Alenka Zupancic
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Speech and Language in Psychoanalysis Jacques Lacan, 1981
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan and the Adventure of Insight Shoshana
Felman, 1987 Felman analyzes Lacan's investigation of psychoanalysis not as dogma but as an
ongoing self-critical process of discovery. By focusing on Lacan's singular way of making Freud's
thought new again, Felman shows how this moment of illumination has become crucial to
contemporary thinking and has redefined insight as such.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: A Clinical Introduction to Lacanian Psychoanalysis Bruce Fink,
1999-09-15 The goal of my teaching has always been, and remains, to train analysts. --Jacques
Lacan, Seminar XI, 209 Arguably the most profound psychoanalytic thinker since Freud, and deeply
influential in many fields, Jacques Lacan often seems opaque to those he most wanted to reach.
These are the readers Bruce Fink addresses in this clear and practical account of Lacan's highly
original approach to therapy. Written by a clinician for clinicians, Fink's Introduction is an
invaluable guide to Lacanian psychoanalysis, how it's done, and how it differs from other forms of
therapy. While elucidating many of Lacan's theoretical notions, the book does so from the
perspective of the practitioner faced with the pressing questions of diagnosis, what therapeutic
stance to adopt, how to involve the patient, and how to bring about change. Fink provides a
comprehensive overview of Lacanian analysis, explaining the analyst's aims and interventions at
each point in the treatment. He uses four case studies to elucidate Lacan's unique structural



approach to diagnosis. These cases, taking up both theoretical and clinical issues in Lacan's views of
psychosis, perversion, and neurosis, highlight the very different approaches to treatment that
different situations demand.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psycho-Analysis Jacques
Lacan, 2018-05-08 The author's writings, and especially the seminars for which he has become
famous, have provoked intense controversies in French analytic circles, requiring as they do a
radical reappraisal of the legacy bequeathed by Freud. This volume is based on a year's seminar,
which is of particular importance because he was addressing a larger, less specialist audience than
ever before, amongst whom he could not assume familiarity with his work. For his listeners then,
and for his readers now, he wanted to introduce a certain coherence into the major concepts on
which psycho-analysis is based, namely the unconscious, repetition, the transference and the drive.
In re-defining these four concepts he explores the question that, as he puts it, moves from Is
psycho-analysis a science? to What is a science that includes psycho-analysis?
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan and the Logic of Structure Ellie Ragland,
2015-06-26 Lacan postulated that the psyche can be understood by means of certain structures,
which control our lives and our desires, and which operate differently at different logical moments
or stages of formation. Jacques Lacan and the Logic of Structure offers us a reading of the major
concepts of Lacan in terms of his later topological theory and aims to show how this was always a
concern for Lacan and not only an issue in the last seminars. Ellie Ragland discusses how various
stages of formation can be uncovered topologically within language itself, and operate to place
certain properties – fantasy, the drive, jouissance, discourse and ethics in language itself. In this way
she explores not only how language actually works in tandem with the properties, but also gives a
different idea of what knowledge actually is and what implications that may have for reimagining
and reworking differential/diagnostic structures. Jacques Lacan and the Logic of Structure is a
compelling exponent of the innovative approaches Lacan takes to rethinking what psychoanalysis is
and what it can do to enlighten psychoanalysts and treat patients. It will be essential reading to
psychoanalysts, psychoanalytic psychotherapists training graduate students in the fields of film,
literary, gender and cultural studies.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan, Mortality, Life and Language Berjanet Jazani,
2021-09-30 This work presents thoughts on the Lacanian subject: What are we as a speaking being?
What makes us a human subject from a psychoanalytic perspective? Is it feelings and affect that
make us a human? Or was it the Freudian invention of the unconscious that drew a line between
human and a non-human? What can be learnt from the subject of the unconscious in the clinic of
psychoanalysis that can help us to approach these questions? Berjanet Jazani takes examples from
the psychoanalytic clinic as well as cultural references ranging from ancient Persia to London’s
Theatreland in order to elaborate the question of subjectivity, reality and truth from a psychoanalytic
perspective. In the era of hyperreality, the agency of branding and marketing strategies has
overshadowed the reality of a human being, his true nature and agency. The hyperreality of
contemporary society creates in each individual a false hope of becoming a high-fidelity copy of their
idols, and such a fallacy has led many to believe that this is what determines their being in a social
bond. Jazani explores the question of the reality and mortality of a subject through a Lacanian prism,
from the theorising of analytical subjectivity that starts with the Freudian Oedipal myth more than a
century ago to the futurist aspiration to fabricate human beings according to some ideal model. This
book will be important reading for students and academics of Lacanian psychoanalysis, as well as
professionals concerned with complex social problems.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan Jean-Michel Rabaté, 2001-02-20 The French
theorist Lacan has always been called a 'literary' theoretician. Here is, for the first time, a complete
study of his literary analyses and examples, with an account of the importance of literature in the
building of his highly original system of thought. Rabate offers a systematic genealogy of Lacan's
theory of literature, reconstructing a doctrine based upon Freudian insights, and revitalised through
close readings of authors as diverse as Poe, Gide, Shakespeare, Plato, Claudel, Genet, Duras and



Joyce. Not simply an essay about Lacan's influences or style, this book shows how the emergence of
key terms like the 'letter' and the 'symptom' would not have been possible without innovative
readings of literary texts.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis Dany
Nobus, 2013-01-11 Jacques Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis paints a completely
new picture of the man and his ideas. The book suceeds in showing how ideas can become more
accessible, and re-evaluates his significance within the field of psychodynamic psychotherapy. The
book is structured thematically around five key issues: diagnosis, the analyst's position during the
treatment, the management of transference, the formulation of interpretations, and the organisation
of analytic training. For each of these issues, Lacan's entire work both published and unpublished
material, has been taken into account and theoretical principles have been illustrated with clinical
examples. The book also contains the first complete bibliography of Lacan's works in English. Clear,
detailed, and wide ranging, Jacques Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis will prove
essential reading, not only for professionals and students within the fields of psychology and
psychiatry, but for all those keen to discover a new Lacan.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Hysteria from Freud to Lacan Monique David-Ménard, 1989
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Subject of Lacan Kareen Ror Malone, Stephen R.
Friedlander, 2000-01-01 An accessible introduction to the psychoanalytic theories of Jacques Lacan,
intended especially for American psychologists but useful to anyone interested in the work of this
important thinker.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: On Psychoanalysis and Violence Vanessa Sinclair, Manya
Steinkoler, 2018-11-09 Psychoanalysis has not examined violence as such since it is a sociological
and criminological concept; psychoanalysis is concerned with speech. On Psychoanalysis and
Violence brings together noted Lacanian psychoanalysts and scholars to fill an important gap in
psychoanalytic scholarship that addresses what the contributors term the angwash of our current
time. Today violence is everywhere. We are inundated with it, exhausted by it, bombarded by images
and reports of it on a daily, even hourly basis. This book examines how psychoanalysis can account
for the many manifestations of violence in contemporary society. Drawing on a broadly Lacanian
perspective, the authors explore violence in war, terrorism, how the media portrays violence, violent
video games, questions of identity, difference and the ‘other’; violence narratives and violence and
DSM, and explain how to account for how violence arises and the effect it has on us on both an
individual and social level. These are just some of the daily social realities of the present day whose
aggression are felt by everyone, which horrify us and which we often feel powerless to change. The
contributors have therefore coined a term for this cultural malaise: angwash, arguing that we are
awash in angoisse or anxiety, in a constant panic regarding the impossible and contradictory
demands of a civilization in crisis. On Psychoanalysis and Violence will be of great interest to
Lacanian psychoanalysts and psychoanalytic psychotherapists.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan Elisabeth Roudinesco, 2014-03-18 Jacques Lacan continues
to be subject to the most extravagant interpretations. Angelic to some, he is demonic to others. To
recall Lacan’s career, now that the heroic age of psychoanalysis is over, is to remember an
intellectual and literary adventure that occupies a founding place in our modernity. Lacan went
against the current of many of the hopes aroused by 1968, but embraced their paradoxes, and his
language games and wordplay resonate today as so many injunctions to replace rampant
individualism with a heightened social consciousness. Widely recognized as the leading authority on
Lacan, Élisabeth Roudinesco revisits his life and work: what it was – and what it remains.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacanian Psychoanalysis with Babies, Children, and
Adolescents Stephanie Farrelly Quinn, Carol Owens, 2018-03-29 Lacan did not say or write very
much about the psychoanalysis of children. There is no doctrine of the psychoanalysis of children in
his work. Instead, his 1956-1957 seminar on 'the object relation' and his 'Note on the Child' of 1969
have been adopted by Lacanian analysts working with children as providing essential coordinates for
direction in their clinical work. This book is the result of inviting psychoanalysts of the Lacanian



orientation working with children around the globe to theorise and conceptualise that work. The
Lacanian psychoanalyst works with the notion of the subject as a 'speaking being', but the child
subject brings particular exigencies to the psychoanalytic work. Contributors attend to these
exigencies in their essays by articulating the precise particularities of the direction of the treatment
and psychoanalytic work with children.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: After Lacan Willy Apollon, Danielle Bergeron, Lucie Cantin,
2012-02-01 After Lacan combines abundant case material with graceful yet sophisticated theoretical
exposition in order to explore the clinical practice of Lacanian psychoanalysis. Focusing on the
groundbreaking clinical treatment of psychosis that Gifric (Groupe Interdisciplinaire Freudien de
Recherches et d'Interventions Cliniques et Culturelles) has pioneered in Quebec, the authors discuss
how Lacanians theorize psychosis and how Gifric has come to treat it analytically. Chapters are
devoted to the general concepts and key terms that constitute the touchstones of the early phase of
analytic treatment, elaborating their interrelations and their clinical relevance. The second phase of
analytic treatment is also discussed, introducing a new set of terms to understand transference and
the ethical act of analysis in the subject's assumption of the Other's lack. The concluding chapters
broaden discussion to include the key psychic structures that describe the organization of
subjectivity and thereby dictate the terms of analysis: not just psychosis, but also perversion and
obsessional and hysterical neurosis.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan and Other Heresies Linda Clifton, 2021-09-30 This volume
gathers together the recent writings of the analysts and members of the Freudian School of
Melbourne and the Belgian analyst Christian Fierens, displaying the ongoing interrogation by the
School of Lacanian psychoanalysis into its history, theories and practices. Within the framework of
Lacan’s interventions in Freudian psychoanalysis, the book in particular highlights Lacan’s
inventions in theoretical discourse and clinical practice, including the no-sexual relation, the
discursive structures of language, the school, the cartel and the pass. Theoretical shibboleths such
as the Oedipus complex are questioned, while the historical writings of Sabina Spielrein are read
and interpreted anew. Chapters also engage with the psychoanalysis of children, the questions
posed by the psychoses to psychoanalysis and the intersection of creativity and the arts in new and
original ways. Bringing together a range of expert contributions, this text will be an illuminating
resource for scholars and practitioners of psychoanalysis.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Conversations with Lacan Sergio Benvenuto, 2019-12-06
Conversations with Lacan: Seven Lectures for Understanding Lacan brings a unique, non-partisan
approach to the work of Jacques Lacan, linking his psychoanalytic theory and ideas to broader
debates in philosophy and the social sciences, in a book that shows how it is possible to see the value
of Lacanian concepts without necessarily being defined by them. In accessible, conversational
language, the book provides a clear-sighted overview of the key ideas within Lacan’s work, situating
them at the apex of the linguistic turn. It deconstructs the three Lacanian orders – the symbolic, the
imaginary, and the real – as well as a range of core Lacanian concepts, including alienation and
separation, après-coup, and the Lacanian doctrine of temporality. Arguing that criticism of
psychoanalysis for a lack of scientificity should be accepted by the discipline, the book suggests that
the work of Lacan can be helpful in re-conceptualizing the role of psychoanalysis in the future. This
accessible introduction to the work of Jacques Lacan will be essential reading for anyone coming to
Lacan for the first time, as well as clinicians and scholars already familiar with his work. It will
appeal to psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, and scholars of philosophy and cultural studies.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan Lionel Bailly, 2012-12-01 Lacan without the jargon!
Jacques Lacan was one of the most important psychoanalysts ever to have lived. Building upon the
work of Sigmund Freud, he sought to refine Freudian insights with the use of linguistics, arguing
that “the structure of unconscious is like a language”. Controversial throughout his lifetime both for
adopting mathematical concepts in his psychoanalytic framework and for advocating therapy
sessions of varying length, he is widely misunderstood and often unfairly dismissed as impenetrable.
In this clear, wide-ranging primer, Lionel Bailly demonstrates how Lacan’s ideas are still vitally



relevant to contemporary issues of mental health treatment. Defending Lacan from his numerous
detractors, past and present, Bailly guides the reader through Lacan’s canon, from “l'objet petit a”
to “The Mirror Stage” and beyond. Including coverage of developments in Lacanian psychoanalysis
since his death, this is the perfect introduction to the great modern theorist.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacanian Psychoanalysis in Practice Diego Busiol, 2021-09-28
In this book, fourteen Lacanian psychoanalysts from Italy and France present how they listen and
understand clinical questions, and how they operate in session. More than a theoretical ‘introduction
to Lacan’, this book stems from clinical issues, is written by practicing psychoanalysts and not only
presents theoretical concepts, but also their use in practice. Psychoanalytic listening is the leitmotif
of this book. How, and what, does a psychoanalyst listen to/for? How to effectively listen, and thus
understand, something from the unconscious? Further, this book examines the evolution of psychic
symptoms since Freud’s Studies on Hysteria to today, and how the clinical work has changed. It
introduces the differences between 'classic' discourses and ‘modern’ symptoms, with also a spotlight
on some transversal issues. Chapters include hysteria, obsessive discourse and phobia, paranoia,
panic disorder, anorexia, bulimia, binge-eating and obesity, depressions, addictions, borderline
cases, the relationship with the mother, perversion, clinic of the void, and jealousy. Despite
possessing the same theoretical reference of Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan, the contributors of
this book belong to different associations and groups, and each of them provides several examples
taken from their own practice. Lacanian Psychoanalysis in Practice is of great interest to
psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, students and academics from the international psychoanalytic
community.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Transgender Psychoanalysis Patricia Gherovici, 2017-07-14
Drawing on the author’s clinical work with gender-variant patients, Transgender Psychoanalysis: A
Lacanian Perspective on Sexual Difference argues for a depathologizing of the transgender
experience, while offering an original analysis of sexual difference. We are living in a trans moment
that has become the next civil rights frontier. By unfixing our notions of gender, sex, and sexual
identity, challenging normativity and essentialisms, trans modalities of embodiment can help
reorient psychoanalytic practice. This book addresses sexual identity and sexuality by articulating
new ideas on the complex relationship of the body to the psyche, the precariousness of gender, the
instability of the male/female opposition, identity construction, uncertainties about sexual choice—in
short, the conundrum of sexual difference. Transgender Psychoanalysis features explications of
Lacanian psychoanalysis along with considerations on sex and gender in the form of clinical
vignettes from Patricia Gherovici's practice as a psychoanalyst. The book engages with popular
culture and psychoanalytic literature (including Jacques Lacan’s treatments of two transgender
patients), and implements close readings uncovering a new ethics of sexual difference. These
explorations have important implications not just for clinicians in psychoanalysis and mental health
practitioners but also for transgender theorists and activists, transgender people, and professionals
in the trans field. Transgender Psychoanalysis promises to enrich ongoing discourses on gender,
sexuality, and identity.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Six Moments in Lacan Derek Hook, 2017-08-14 Many first-time
readers of Jacques Lacan come to his work via psychology, a discipline that Lacan was notoriously
antagonistic toward. Six Moments in Lacan takes up the dual challenge of introducing Lacanian
psychoanalysis to an audience interested in psychology, while also stressing the fundamental
differences between the two disciplines. Punctuated by lively examples, Six Moments in Lacan
demonstrates the distinctive value of Lacanian concepts in approaching afresh topics such as
communication, identity, otherness and inter-subjectivity. Avoiding the jargon and wilful obscurity
that so often accompanies expositions of Lacan’s psychoanalytic theories, this book puts Lacanian
ideas to work in practical and illuminating ways. A handful of concepts, draw from distinct moments
in Lacan’s teaching, are contextualized and explained, and applied to the task of exploring the
‘psychological’ and unconscious dimensions of everyday life. Notions such as the ‘big Other’, ‘full’
versus ‘empty’ speech, logical time, ‘imaginary’ and ‘symbolic’ identification, and the idea of ‘the



master signifier’ are brought to life via popular cultural references. Revitalizing several Freudian
and Lacanian concepts for everyday use, Six Moments in Lacan asks – and answers – a series of
compelling questions: Why is it that each instance of speech implies a listener? Why is the notion of
subjectivity inadequate when it comes to the ‘trans-subjective’ nature of language? Is it possible to
elaborate a ‘non-psychological’ theory of identification? Why is a Lacanian approach to ‘the subject’
so at odds with models proposed by psychology? Six Moments in Lacan provides an accessible and
highly engaging introduction to Lacan and Lacanian psychoanalysis, aimed at early practitioners and
students in psychoanalysis, psychotherapy and those studying upper undergraduate and
postgraduate level psychology.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: From the Conscious Interior to an Exterior Unconscious David
Pavon Cuellar, 2018-04-24 This striking Lacanian contribution to discourse analysis is also a critique
of contemporary psychological abstraction, as well as a reassessment of the radical opposition
between psychology and psychoanalysis. This original introduction to Lacan’s work bridges the gap
between discourseanalytical debates in social psychology and the social-theoretical extensions of
discourse theory. David Pavón Cuéllar provides a precise definition and a detailed explanation of key
Lacanian concepts, and illustrates how they may be put to work on a concrete discourse, in this case
a fragment of an interview obtained by the author from the Mexican underground Popular
Revolutionary Forces (EPR). Throughout the book, Lacanian concepts are compared to their
counterparts in psychology. Such a comparison reveals insuperable incompatibilities between the
two series of concepts. The author shows that Lacan’s psychoanalytical terminology can neither be
translated nor assimilated to the terms of current psychology. Among the notions in actual or
potential competition with Lacanian concepts, the book deals with those proposed by semiology,
Marxism, phenomenology, constructionism, deconstruction, and hermeneutics. Taking a stand on
those theoretical positions, each chapter includes detailed discussion of the contribution of classical
approaches to language; including Barthes, Bakhtin, Althusser, Politzer, Wittgenstein, Berger and
Luckmann, Derrida, and Ricoeur. There is sustained reference in the body of the text to the
arguments of Lacan and Lacanians, of Miller, Milner, Soler, and Žižek. At the same time, in the
extensive notes accompanying the text, there is a systematic reappraisal and reinterpretation of
debates and pieces of research work in social psychology, especially in a discursive and critical
domain that has incorporated elements of psychoanalytic theory.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Later Lacan Veronique Voruz, Bogdan Wolf, 2012-02-01 This
book includes essays by some of the finest practicing analysts and teachers of psychoanalysis in the
Lacanian community today. The writings offer an essential introduction to the later teachings of
Jacques Lacan, illuminate the theoretical developments introduced by the later Lacan, and explore
their clinical implications with remarkable acumen.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: An Introductory Dictionary of Lacanian Psychoanalysis Dylan
Evans, 2006-06-19 Jacques Lacan's thinking revolutionised the theory and practice of psychoanalysis
and had a major impact in fields as diverse as film studies, literary criticism, feminist theory and
philosophy. Yet his writings are notorious for their complexity and idiosyncratic style. Emphasising
the clinical basis of Lacan's work, An Introductory Dictionary of Lacanian Psychoanalysis is an ideal
companion to his ideas for readers in every discipline where his influence is felt. The Dictionary
features: * over 200 entries, explaining Lacan's own terminology and his use of common
psychoanalytic expressions * details of the historical and institutional context of Lacan's work *
reference to the origins of major concepts in the work of Freud, Saussure, Hegel and other key
thinkers * a chronology of Lacan's life and works.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacanian Psychoanalysis between the Child and the Other Liora
Stavchansky, 2018-12-07 Lacanian Psychoanalysis between the Child and the Other explores what
topology can contribute to clinical work with children, emphasizing that psychoanalytic listening
goes beyond the individuals who attend a session. This kind of listening does not seek for what is
hidden inside; rather it seeks to create a continuous topological transformation, with topology
regarded as the most sophisticated way in which structure, structuring and playing can be thought.



Using Lacan’s theoretical framework, the book provides a new perspective on working with children,
re-examining fundamental Lacanian concepts such as structure, subject, lack, Other, clinic and, of
course, child itself. It charts how time and space are knitted together for children in psychoanalysis,
and how a Lacanian approach can enable clinical practitioners and researchers to venture into
cultures of childhood, helping them conceptualize and intervene in the process of knitting and
unknotting. The book will be of interest to psychoanalytic child clinicians in practice and training, as
well as researchers in the field of child psychoanalysis.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: The Capitalist Unconscious Samo Tomsic, 2016-02-16 A major
systematic study of the connection between Marx and Lacan’s work Finalist for the American Board
and Academy of Psychoanalysis Book Prize Despite a resurgence of interest in Lacanian
psychoanalysis, particularly in terms of the light it casts on capitalist ideology—as witnessed by the
work of Slavoj Žižek—there remain remarkably few systematic accounts of the role of Marx in
Lacan’s work. A major, comprehensive study of the connection between their work, The Capitalist
Unconscious resituates Marx in the broader context of Lacan’s teaching and insists on the capacity
of psychoanalysis to reaffirm dialectical and materialist thought. Lacan’s unorthodox reading of
Marx refigured such crucial concepts as alienation, jouissance and the Freudian ‘labour theory of
the unconscious’. Tracing these developments, Tomšič maintains that psychoanalysis, structuralism
and the critique of political economy participate in the same movement of thought; his book shows
how to follow this movement through to some of its most important conclusions.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Jacques Lacan Samo Tomšič, Andreja Zevnik, 2015-09-16 A
charismatic and controversial figure, Lacan is one of the most important thinkers of the twentieth
century and his work has revolutionized a range of fields. The volume aims to introduce Lacan’s vast
opus to the field of international politics in a coherent and approachable manner. The volume is split
into three distinct sections: Psychoanalysis and Politics: this section will frame the discussion by
providing general background of Lacan’s engagement with politics and the political Lacan and the
Political: each chapter will focus on different key ideas and concepts in Lacan’s thought including
ethics, justice, discourse, object a, symptom, jouissance Political Encounters: seeks to represent
different ways of engaging with Lacanian thought and ways of adopting it to explain and comment
on global political phenomena Bringing together internationally recognised scholars in the field, this
volume will be an invaluable resource to students and scholars in areas including critical theory,
international relations, political theory and political philosophy.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Critique of Psychoanalytic Reason Dany Nobus, 2022-04-27
The highly arcane wisdom produced by the French psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan is either endlessly
regurgitated and recited as holy writ by his numerous acolytes, or radically dismissed as unpalatable
nonsense by his equally countless detractors. Contrary to these common, strictly antagonistic yet
uniformly uncritical practices, this book offers a meticulous critique of some key theoretical and
clinical aspects of Lacan’s expansive oeuvre, testing their consistency, examining their implications,
and investigating their significance. In nine interrelated chapters, the book highlights both the flaws
and the strengths of Lacan’s ideas, in areas of investigation that are as crucial as they are
contentious, within as well as outside psychoanalysis. Drawing on a vast range of source materials,
including many unpublished archival documents, it teases out controversial issues such as money,
organisational failure, and lighthearted, gay thinking, and it relies on the highest standards of
scholarly excellence to develop its arguments. At the same time, the book does not presuppose any
prior knowledge of Lacanian psychoanalysis on the part of the reader, but allows its readership to
indulge in the joys of in-depth critical analysis, trans-disciplinary creative thinking, and persistent
questioning. This book will appeal to researchers and students alike in psychoanalytic studies and
philosophy, as well as all those interested in French theory and the history of ideas.
  lacan psychoanalysis book: Lacan, Language, and Philosophy Russell Grigg, 2009-01-01
Lacan, Language, and Philosophy explores the linguistic turn in psychoanalysis taken by Jacques
Lacan. Russell Grigg provides lively and accessible readings of Lacan and Freud that are grounded
in clinical experience and informed by a background in analytic philosophy. He addresses key issues



in Lacanian psychoanalysis, from the clinical (how psychosis results from the foreclosure of the
signifier the Name-of-the Father; the father as a symbolic function; the place of transference) to the
philosophical (the logic of the pas-tout; the link between the superego and Kant's categorical
imperative; a critique of Žižek's account of radical change). Grigg's expertise and knowledge of
psychoanalysis produce a major contribution to contemporary philosophical and psychoanalytic
debates.
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