
lamb to the slaughter analysis

Lamb to the Slaughter: A Deep Dive Analysis of Roald
Dahl's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Are you fascinated by the chilling power of seemingly ordinary events? Do you appreciate the
masterful use of irony and suspense in short stories? Then prepare to delve into the dark heart of
Roald Dahl's "Lamb to the Slaughter," a deceptively simple tale that continues to captivate readers
with its unsettling twist. This comprehensive analysis will dissect every layer of the story, exploring its
themes of deception, violence, and the fragility of human relationships. We'll uncover the subtle
clues, analyze Mary Maloney's complex character, and unpack the profound irony that lies at the
story's core. Prepare to be surprised, disturbed, and ultimately enlightened by the enduring brilliance
of Dahl's chilling masterpiece.

I. The Unassuming Setting and the Seeds of Tension:

Dahl masterfully sets the scene, establishing a seemingly idyllic domesticity that sharply contrasts
with the violence to come. The comfortable suburban setting and the loving (though arguably
somewhat suffocating) relationship between Mary and her husband Patrick create a false sense of
security. This contrast is crucial. The reader is lulled into a sense of normalcy, only to be jolted by the
unexpected brutality. The detailed descriptions of the mundane – Mary's meticulous preparation of
dinner, her anticipation of her husband's return – heighten the impact of the sudden shift into
violence. This technique expertly manipulates the reader's expectations, drawing them into a trap of
complacency just as Mary herself is trapped. The seemingly ordinary details foreshadow the
extraordinary events that will unfold.

II. Mary Maloney: A Study in Contradiction:

Mary Maloney is arguably one of literature's most intriguing and complex female characters. On the
surface, she appears as the perfect housewife – loving, devoted, and seemingly docile. However,
beneath this facade lies a simmering rage fueled by dependence, betrayal, and a desperate need for
control. Her initial reaction to her husband's news is a fascinating study in suppressed emotion. Her
calmness, even as she plans and executes her crime, speaks volumes about her capacity for
deception and self-preservation. Dahl masterfully avoids portraying her as a purely villainous
character; instead, he presents a woman driven by primal instincts, reacting to a deeply personal
trauma. The juxtaposition of her outwardly placid demeanor with her inner turmoil adds a layer of
psychological complexity that elevates the story beyond a simple tale of murder.

III. The Act of Violence and its Immediate Aftermath:

The act of violence itself is surprisingly swift and brutal, a stark contrast to the leisurely pace of the
preceding narrative. The sudden shift in tone underscores the shocking nature of Mary's action. The



description of the murder is deliberately understated, focusing on Mary's methodical approach rather
than graphic details. This restraint is powerful; it allows the reader to fill in the blanks, adding to the
unsettling impact. The immediate aftermath, characterized by Mary's calculated deception, is equally
chilling. Her skillful manipulation of the police officers highlights her cunning and resourcefulness,
further showcasing the depth of her character. This section showcases Dahl's mastery of suspense,
keeping the reader on edge as Mary carefully constructs her alibi.

IV. The Irony and its Devastating Effect:

The central irony of "Lamb to the Slaughter" is, of course, the most potent element of the story. Mary,
having carefully planned to cover up her crime, is ironically consumed by the very evidence she's
trying to hide. The lamb, meant to be a symbol of domestic tranquility, becomes the instrument of her
husband's demise and, ironically, the means by which she escapes justice. The police officers,
oblivious to the truth, happily consume the very thing that caused the murder. This deeply unsettling
irony underscores the themes of deception and the unpredictable consequences of violence. It's a
masterclass in dramatic irony, leaving the reader with a sense of profound unease and a lingering
question about the nature of justice and retribution.

V. Themes of Deception, Control, and the Fragility of Relationships:

"Lamb to the Slaughter" explores multiple themes interwoven throughout the narrative. The theme of
deception is pervasive; Mary deceives not only the police but also herself, burying her true emotions
under a mask of composure. The theme of control, both desired and lost, is also central. Mary's
carefully constructed world is shattered by her husband's announcement, triggering a desperate
attempt to regain control through violence and manipulation. The fragility of even seemingly stable
relationships is starkly revealed; the idyllic façade of marital bliss is shattered with horrifying
swiftness. These interwoven themes contribute to the story's enduring power, making it a relevant
and unsettling piece of literature even decades after its publication.

VI. Conclusion: A Lasting Impression of Unsettling Ambiguity:

Dahl concludes the story without offering easy answers or moral judgments. The reader is left to
grapple with the implications of Mary's actions and the chilling irony of her escape. This ambiguity
contributes to the story's lasting power; it's a tale that stays with the reader long after the final
sentence. The story invites multiple interpretations, prompting reflections on themes of gender roles,
societal expectations, and the unpredictable nature of human behavior. The unsettling conclusion
forces the reader to confront uncomfortable truths about violence, deception, and the complexities of
human relationships. The seemingly simple plot belies a depth and complexity that make it a truly
remarkable piece of short fiction.

VII. Outline of "Lamb to the Slaughter" Analysis:

By: [Your Name]

Introduction: Hook, Overview of the analysis, and key themes.
Chapter 1: Setting the Scene: Analysis of the initial setting and its contribution to the story's impact.
Chapter 2: Mary Maloney – A Character Study: Deep dive into Mary's personality, motivations, and



complexities.
Chapter 3: The Act of Violence and its Aftermath: Detailed examination of the murder and Mary's
subsequent actions.
Chapter 4: The Masterful Use of Irony: Unpacking the central irony and its contribution to the story's
impact.
Chapter 5: Exploring Key Themes: Discussion of deception, control, and the fragility of relationships.
Chapter 6: Symbolism and Imagery: Analysis of significant symbols and imagery used throughout the
story.
Chapter 7: Narrative Structure and Techniques: Examination of Dahl's narrative techniques and their
effectiveness.
Conclusion: Summarizing the analysis and offering final thoughts on the story's enduring relevance.

(Note: Chapters 6 and 7 are implied in the above analysis and can be expanded upon for a more
detailed outline.)

(Each of these chapters would then be fleshed out with a detailed analysis based on the points made
in the main article body above.)

FAQs:

What is the central irony in "Lamb to the Slaughter"? The central irony lies in Mary using the leg1.
of lamb, meant for a peaceful dinner, as the murder weapon, and the police officers
unknowingly consuming it as evidence.

Is Mary Maloney a sympathetic character? This is a matter of interpretation. Some see her as a1.
victim driven to violence by betrayal, while others view her as a cunning and manipulative
killer.

What are the main themes of the story? Deception, control, the fragility of relationships, and the1.
unexpected consequences of violence.

How does Dahl build suspense in the story? Through the contrast between the seemingly1.
ordinary setting and the shocking event, the use of foreshadowing, and the gradual revelation
of Mary's true nature.

What is the significance of the title "Lamb to the Slaughter"? The title is ironic, as Mary,1.



seemingly innocent like a lamb, commits a brutal act of violence.

What type of narrative perspective is used? The story is told from a third-person limited1.
perspective, primarily focusing on Mary's thoughts and feelings.

How does the setting contribute to the story's overall impact? The ordinary domestic setting1.
amplifies the shocking nature of the violence and highlights the contrast between appearance
and reality.

What is the role of foreshadowing in the story? Dahl uses subtle foreshadowing, like Mary's1.
actions before the murder, to hint at the impending violence without explicitly revealing it.

What makes "Lamb to the Slaughter" a classic of short fiction? Its concise yet impactful1.
storytelling, masterful use of irony and suspense, and exploration of complex themes continue
to resonate with readers.

Related Articles:

Roald Dahl's Use of Irony: A study of irony across Dahl's works, comparing its use in "Lamb to1.
the Slaughter" with other stories.

The Psychology of Mary Maloney: A deeper dive into Mary's psychological state and2.
motivations.

Analyzing Deception in Short Fiction: Exploring the use of deception as a literary device in3.
various short stories.

The Impact of Setting in Dahl's Works: Examining the role of setting in establishing atmosphere4.
and foreshadowing in Dahl's short stories.

Female Characters in Roald Dahl: A comparative analysis of female characters across Dahl's5.
works, focusing on their agency and complexity.

Suspense and Tension in "Lamb to the Slaughter": An in-depth look at how Dahl builds suspense6.
and tension in the story.

Symbolism and Imagery in Roald Dahl's Short Stories: A broader analysis of symbolism and7.



imagery in Dahl's body of work.

Comparing "Lamb to the Slaughter" with Other Crime Fiction: A comparative analysis of "Lamb8.
to the Slaughter" with other notable crime fiction works.

The Enduring Power of Roald Dahl's Short Stories: A discussion of the lasting appeal and9.
relevance of Dahl's short fiction.

  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Lamb to the Slaughter (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 Lamb to the Slaughter is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In Lamb to the Slaughter, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells
a twisted story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a wife serves up a dish that utterly
baffles the police . . . Lamb to the Slaughter is taken from the short story collection Someone Like
You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the two men who make
an unusual and chilling wager over the provenance of a bottle of wine; a curious machine that
reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep
on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Juliet Stevenson. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Way Up to Heaven (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Way Up to Heaven is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of
the sting in the tail. In The Way Up to Heaven, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells
a sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a woman obsessed with punctuality
makes a fateful decision . . . The Way Up to Heaven is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss,
which includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat
from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a
deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving
bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This
story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Stephanie Beacham. Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the
Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Royal Jelly (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
Royal Jelly is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In
Royal Jelly, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker
side of human nature. Here, a husband and wife, unable to get their new baby to feed, hit upon a
novel and disturbing solution . . . Royal Jelly is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which
includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from
her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful
bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime
stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is



also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Oliver-award-winning actor Adrian
Scarborough. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores
of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most
recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald
Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Deception Roald Dahl, 2016-08-25 THE PERFECT GIFT for
fans of Roald Dahl. Think you know Dahl? Think again. There's still a whole world of Dahl to discover
in a newly collected book of his deliciously dark tales for adults . . . 'The cruelest lies are often told
in silence . . .' Why do we lie? Why do we deceive those we love most? What do we fear revealing? In
these ten tales of deception master storyteller Roald Dahl explores our tireless efforts to hide the
truth about ourselves. Here, among many others, you'll read about how to get away with the perfect
murder, the old man whose wagers end in a most disturbing payment, how revenge is sweeter when
it is carried out by someone else and the card sharp so good at cheating he does something
surprising with his life. Roald Dahl reveals even more about the darker side of human nature in
seven other centenary editions: Lust, Madness, Cruelty, Innocence, Trickery, War and Fear.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly ordinary
village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Skin and Other Stories Roald Dahl, 2001-09-27 HOW would
you dispose of a murder weapon without causing suspicion? WHERE would you hide a diamond
where no one else would think of looking? WHAT if you discovered the tattoo on your back was
worth a million dollars? ELEVEN TALES FILLED WITH INTRIGUE AND SUSPENSE TO STARTLE
AND SPELLBIND YOU.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting
in the tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story
about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which
includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from
her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful
bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime
stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: A SECRET SORROW Karen Van Der Zee, Masako Ogimaru,
2015-04-13 After her nightmarish recovery from a serious car accident, Faye gets horrible news
from her doctor, and it hits her hard like a rock: she can’t bear children. In extreme shock, she
breaks off her engagement, leaves her job and confines herself in her family home. One day, she
meets her brother’s best friend , and her soul makes a first step to healing.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: God Behaving Badly David T. Lamb, 2022-01-04 God has a
bad reputation. Many think of God as wrathful and angry, smiting people for no apparent reason.
But the story is more complicated than that. Without minimizing the sometimes harsh realities of the
biblical record, David Lamb unpacks the complexity of the Old Testament and assembles an overall
picture that gives coherence to our understanding of God in both Old and New Testaments.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Don't Call Me Ishmael Michael Bauer, 2012-01-01 By the
time ninth grade begins, Ishmael Leseur knows it won't be long before Barry Bagsley, the class
bully, says, Ishmael? What kind of wussy-crap name is that? Ishmael's perfected the art of making



himself virtually invisible. But all that changes when James Scobie joins the class. Unlike Ishmael,
James has no sense of fear - he claims it was removed during an operation. Now nothing will stop
James and Ishmael from taking on bullies, bugs and Moby Dick, in the toughest, weirdest, most
embarrassingly awful - and the best - year of their lives.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Mummy Awakens Naguib Mahfouz, 2016-05-27 A Vintage
Shorts “Short Story Month” Selection By the Arab world’s foremost novelist, Nobel laureate Naguib
Mahfouz, famous for The Cairo Trilogy—the masterwork in which Mahfouz sets down life in middle
class Cairo during the interwar years. From Mahfouz’s collection of fantastical myths, Voices from
the Other World, this is the enchanting tale about one Francophile Pasha whose greed, ambition,
and contempt for Egyptians drives him to excavate the tomb of General Hor and there find his
untimely end. An ebook short.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: That Evening Sun William Faulkner, 2013-03-19 Quentin
Compson narrates the story of his family’s African-American washerwoman, Nancy, who fears that
her husband will murder her because she is pregnant with a white-man’s child. The events in the
story are witnessed by a young Quentin and his two siblings, Caddy and Jason, who do not fully
understand the adult world of race and class conflict that they are privy to. Although primarily
known for his novels, William Faulkner wrote in a variety of formats, including plays, poetry, essays,
screenplays, and short stories, many of which are highly acclaimed and anthologized. Like his
novels, many of Faulkner’s short stories are set in fictional Yoknapatawapha County, a setting
inspired by Lafayette County, where Faulkner spent most of his life. His first short story collection,
These 13 (1931), includes many of his most frequently anthologized stories, including A Rose for
Emily, Red Leaves and That Evening Sun. HarperCollins brings great works of literature to life in
digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its
forms. Look for more titles in the HarperCollins short-stories collection to build your digital library.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Best of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1984 Twenty wickedly
anarchic tales from the master of the unpredictable, chosen from his bestsellers Over to You,
Someone Like You, Kiss Kiss and Switch Bitch.Stylish, outrageous and haunting, they explore the
sinister side of the human psyche with unexpected outcomes. There's the wife who serves up a
murderous new dish to her husband, the gambler who collects little fingers from losers, the sound
machine that can hear grass scream, and the night-time seduction that has macabre consequences,
to name a few.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: An African Story (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 An African Story is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In An African Story, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells us
the twisted tale of the dog killer, the missing milk, the old man and the snake. An African Story is
taken from the short story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying
tales of life as a wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second
World War. This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Cillian Murphy.
Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short
stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently
the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's
stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift of the
Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband and wife
and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little
money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular for
adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Dip in the Pool (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Dip in the Pool is a short, sharp story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale.
In Dip in the Pool, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells an unsettling story of



human folly. Here, a man acts rashly and life-threateningly to ensure he wins a prize . . . Dip in the
Pool is taken from the short story collection Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other
devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious
machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous
snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer )
This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Adrian Scarborough. Roald
Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and
the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible, Revelation
prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be destroyed and
Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Genesis and Catastrophe (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 Genesis and Catastrophe is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the
master of the sting in the tail. In Genesis and Catastrophe, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite
authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a baby is born and his
worried parents, who have lost children before, are concerned for his future . . . Genesis and
Catastrophe is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and
shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected
results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman
taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient,
hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin
digital audio download read by Juliet Stevenson. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed
author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more
classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales
have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Umbrella Man and Other Stories Roald Dahl,
2013-06-20 Is it really possible to invent a machine that does the job of a writer? What is it about the
landlady's house that makes it so hard for her guests to leave? Does Sir Basil Turton value most his
wife or one of his priceless sculptures? These compelling tales are a perfect introduction to the adult
writing of a storytelling genius.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Boy Roald Dahl, 2009-01-22 Find out where the bestselling
author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG got all his wonderful story ideas in this
autobiographical account of his childhood! From his own life, of course! As full of excitement and the
unexpected as his world-famous, best-selling books, Roald Dahl's tales of his own childhood are
completely fascinating and fiendishly funny. Did you know that Roald Dahl nearly lost his nose in a
car accident? Or that he was once a chocolate candy tester for Cadbury's? Have you heard about his
involvement in the Great Mouse Plot of 1924? If not, you don’t yet know all there is to know about
Roald Dahl. Sure to captivate and delight you, the boyhood antics of this master storyteller are not
to be missed!
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Searching for David's Heart Cherie Bennett, 1998 A young
girl who's beloved brother is killed in an accident, searches for his heart which was donated for a
heart transplant.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Scarlet Ibis James Hurst, 1988 Ashamed of his younger
brother's physical handicaps, an older brother teaches him how to walk and pushes him to attempt
more strenuous activities.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Lunch with Lenin and Other Stories Deborah Ellis, 2008 A



collection of short stories that explore the lives of teenagers affected directly or indirectly by drugs.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Taste and Other Tales Roald Dahl, 1999 Penguin Readers is
a series of simplified novels, film novelizations and original titles that introduce students at all levels
to the pleasures of reading in English. Originally designed for teaching English as a foreign
language, the series' combination of high interest level and low reading age makes it suitable for
both English-speaking teenagers with limited reading skills and students of English as a second
language. Many titles in the series also provide access to the pre-20th-century literature strands of
the National Curriculum English Orders.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Nunc Dimittis (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Nunc Dimittis is a short, sharp, thrilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
shocking tale. In Nunc Dimittis, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a dark story
about the sinister side of human nature. Here, a slighted old man takes an elaborate and chilling
revenge on his tormentor . . . Nunc Dimittis is taken from the short story collection Someone Like
You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a
dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man
waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master
of the twist in the tale' (Observer) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download
read by the legendary Derek Jacobi. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Man from the South (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Man from the South is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
shocking tale. In Man from the South, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a
sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a man takes part in a very unusual bet,
one with appalling consequences . . . Man from the South is taken from the short story collection
Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife
who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about
plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The
absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics
for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have
often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: A Roald Dahl Selection Roald Dahl, 2000 Edited by George
Kulbacki, this collection brings together nine intriguing and astonishing stories by one of the most
outstanding storytellers of our time. Stories include Man from the South, Lamb to the Slaughter, The
Landlady, The Champion of the World, Galloping Foxley, Mrs Bixby and the Colonel's Coat, The
Ratcatcher and The Hitchhiker
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Asylum John Harwood, 2013 After waking up in a small
asylum in England with no memory of the past several weeks, Georgia Ferrars learns that her family
believes she is an imposter.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Roald Dahl Jeremy Treglown, 2016-06-28 A New York Times
Notable Book: A revealing look at the famous twentieth-century children’s author who brought us
The BFG and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Few writers have had the enduring cultural
influence of Roald Dahl, who inspired generations of loyal readers. Acclaimed biographer Jeremy
Treglown cuts no corners in humanizing this longstanding immortal of juvenile fiction. Roald Dahl
explores this master of children’s literature from childhood—focusing a tight lens on the relationship
between Dahl and his mother, who lovingly referred to him as “Apple”—through to his death.



Treglown deftly navigates Dahl’s time as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force, exploring how the
experience transformed many of the beliefs that influenced the English writer’s work, including The
Gremlins, which was commissioned by Walt Disney. A former editor of the Times Literary
Supplement, Treglown discusses many of Dahl’s most famous works, such as James and the Giant
Peach and Fantastic Mr. Fox, while also delving into his marriage to actress Patricia Neal, combing
through letters and archives to show a man who could be both comic and vitriolic, thoughtful yet
manipulative and irascible. Treglown highlights many of Dahl’s literary achievements as well as his
breakdowns and shortcomings, presenting a very personal and telling picture of the author and the
inner turmoil that crippled him. Separating the man from the myth, Treglown’s frank, intimate
portrait of Dahl illuminates the contradictions within the mind of this beloved author, a man who
could be both a monster and a hero. It is required reading for book lovers and film buffs alike.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: A Mystery of Heroism Stephen Crane, 2009-04-28 Though
best known for The Red Badge of Courage, his classic novel of men at war, in his tragically brief life
and career Stephen Crane produced a wealth of stories—among them The Monster, The Upturned
Face, The Open Boat, and the title story—that stand among the most acclaimed and enduring in the
history of American fiction. This superb volume collects stories of unique power and variety in which
impressionistic, hallucinatory, and realistic situations alike are brilliantly conveyed through the cold,
sometimes brutal irony of Crane's narrative voice.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Young Jane Young Gabrielle Zevin, 2017-08-22 “SLY,
EXHILARATING . . . HILARIOUS.” —People (Book of the Week) This is the story of five women . . .
Meet Rachel Grossman. She’ll stop at nothing to protect her daughter, Aviva, even if it ends up
costing her everything. Meet Jane Young. She’s disrupting a quiet life with her daughter, Ruby, to
seek political office for the first time. Meet Ruby Young. She thinks her mom has a secret. She’s
right. Meet Embeth Levin. She’s made a career of cleaning up her congressman husband’s messes.
Meet Aviva Grossman. The Internet won’t let her or anyone else forget her past transgressions. This
is the story of five women . . . . . . and the sex scandal that binds them together. From Gabrielle
Zevin, the bestselling author of The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry, comes another story with
unforgettable characters that is particularly suited to the times we live in now . . .
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Way Up to Heaven and Other Stories Roald Dahl,
1993
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Black Box Jennifer Egan, 2012-09-06 'Close your eyes and
slowly count backward from ten.' America, the near future. A young spy on a mission logs her
observations. The result is an intense thriller, and a minute dissection of the experience of a woman
whose beauty is also her camouflage, for whom control relies on submission: a woman whose
success - whose life - depends on being seen and not seen. Originally published online via Twitter by
@NYerFiction, Jennifer Egan's first new fiction since the phenomenal success of A Visit From the
Goon Squad is a taut, compulsive work of unrelenting genius.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Tales of the Unexpected Roald Dahl, 2008-09-01 Roald
Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected is a delightfully dark collection of sixteen stories, each with a
startling end. Among the unforgettable characters lurk the homicidal wife and her deadly leg of
lamb, a conniving and lecherous wine connoisseur and the one-eyed brain at the mercy of his
vengeful spouse. Tales of the Unexpected is an astonishing assortment of twisted treats from the
master storyteller.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: A Piece of Cake (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 A Piece of Cake is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In A Piece of Cake, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells the
horrific story of a pilot whose plane crashes in the desert. A Piece of Cake is taken from the short
story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a
wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This
story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Julian Rhind-Tutt. Roald Dahl, the
brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant



Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults.
These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for
the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: Beware of the Dog (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 Beware of the Dog is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the
master of the shocking tale. In Beware of the Dog, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors,
tells of an injured pilot recovering in hospital who makes a disturbing discovery . . . Beware of the
Dog is taken from the short story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and
terrifying tales of life as a wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during
the Second World War. This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by
Cillian Murphy. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Kingdom of Cards Rabindranath Tagore, 2014-12-25
Rabindranath Tagore, also written Rabindranatha Thakura, (7 May 1861 - 7 August 1941), sobriquet
Gurudev, was a Bengali polymath who reshaped Bengali literature and music, as well as Indian art
with Contextual Modernism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Author of Gitanjali and its
profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful verse, he became the first non-European to win the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1913. In translation his poetry was viewed as spiritual and mercurial; however,
his elegant prose and magical poetry remain largely unknown outside Bengal. Tagore introduced
new prose and verse forms and the use of colloquial language into Bengali literature, thereby freeing
it from traditional models based on classical Sanskrit. He was highly influential in introducing the
best of Indian culture to the West and vice versa, and he is generally regarded as the outstanding
creative artist of the modern Indian subcontinent, being highly commemorated in India and
Bangladesh, as well as in Sri Lanka, Nepal and Pakistan.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Lamb William Blake, Jr., 2008-09-01 The English poet
William Blake left a body of poetry rich in imagery and thought as reflected in this introspective
anthem. The thought-provoking text inspires one to see the love of Gods Lamb for His children who
are subsequently His little lambs. Lovely melodic lines and counter-melodies add to the intrigue and
charm of this choral setting.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Elephant Slawomir Mrozek, 2010-05-06 The Elephant
(1957) is Slawomir Mrozek's award-winning collection of hilarious and unnerving short stories,
satirising life in Poland under a totalitarian regime. The family of a wealthy lawyer keep a 'tamed
progressive' as a pet; a zoo saves money for the workers by fashioning their elephant from rubber; a
swan is dismissed from the municipal park for public drunkenness; and under the Writers'
Association, literary critics are banished to the salt mines. In these tales of bureaucrats, officials and
artists, Mrozek conjures perfectly a life of imagined crimes and absurd authority.
  lamb to the slaughter analysis: The Catbird Seat James Thurber, 1982-01-01
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