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Leave the World Behind Novel Analysis: A Deep
Dive into Rumaan Alam's Masterpiece

Are you captivated by Rumaan Alam's chilling and thought-provoking novel, Leave the
World Behind? This post offers a comprehensive analysis of Leave the World Behind,
exploring its themes, characters, symbolism, and enduring relevance in our increasingly
uncertain world. We'll dissect the narrative structure, examine the contrasting families at
the heart of the story, and delve into the unsettling ambiguities that leave the reader
pondering long after the final page is turned. Prepare to embark on a journey of literary
exploration, uncovering the layers of meaning embedded within Alam's masterful work.

I. The Unsettling Atmosphere and Narrative Structure of
Leave the World Behind

Alam masterfully establishes a sense of unease from the very first page. The secluded Long
Island rental house, the ambiguous power outage, and the cryptic phone calls create a
palpable tension that permeates the entire narrative. This isn't a straightforward horror
story; the horror is psychological, deeply rooted in the characters' anxieties and the
escalating uncertainty of the external world. The novel’s structure is deliberate, using
fragmented communication and withholding crucial information to mirror the characters’
disorientation and the escalating crisis. The alternating perspectives of the two
families—the affluent, urban Claytons and the working-class, rural Georges—further
heighten the suspense and allow for a nuanced exploration of class, privilege, and
resilience. The lack of clear answers regarding the external catastrophe forces the reader to
confront the same ambiguities as the characters, fostering a powerful sense of shared
vulnerability. The ambiguity itself becomes a key element of the narrative, reflecting the
unpredictable nature of both human relationships and global events.

II. Character Analysis: Contrasting Families and
Evolving Dynamics

The novel brilliantly juxtaposes the two families. The Claytons, representing a privileged
urban class, struggle with the disruption of their comfortable lives. Their anxieties about
their children, their societal position, and the breakdown of order are palpable. In contrast,
the Georges, with their more grounded and pragmatic approach to survival, seem better
equipped for the immediate crisis. However, both families reveal vulnerabilities and
strengths, complicating any simple categorization. The dynamic between the families shifts
throughout the novel, demonstrating the complex ways individuals respond to crisis and
the potential for both collaboration and conflict in extreme circumstances. The blurring of
lines between these families highlights the shared human experience in the face of
immense uncertainty, regardless of social standing. The children, particularly, serve as
catalysts for the unfolding drama, their innocence juxtaposed against the growing sense of



dread.

III. Symbolism and Themes: Exploring the Subtext of
Leave the World Behind

Alam’s prose is rich with symbolism, subtly weaving deeper meanings into the narrative.
The isolated house itself can be interpreted as a microcosm of the world, highlighting the
fragility of human civilization and our vulnerability to forces beyond our control. The power
outage, initially a minor inconvenience, transforms into a symbol of societal collapse and
the loss of control. The ambiguous nature of the external event allows for multiple
interpretations—a natural disaster, a terrorist attack, a societal breakdown. This ambiguity
mirrors the uncertainty of our own times, forcing us to confront the fragility of modern life
and our dependence on systems we often take for granted. Themes of race, class, family
dynamics, and the inherent anxieties of contemporary life are all subtly woven into the
narrative, adding layers of complexity to the seemingly simple plot.

IV. The Enduring Relevance of Leave the World Behind
in a Changing World

Leave the World Behind transcends its immediate narrative to resonate with our current
anxieties. The novel’s exploration of societal collapse, climate change anxieties, and the
breakdown of communication feels eerily prescient in a world increasingly grappling with
global challenges. The novel’s ambiguous ending, leaving the reader with unanswered
questions, forces a confrontation with the unknown and the limitations of human control.
This lack of resolution, while frustrating to some, is ultimately what makes the novel so
powerful. It compels the reader to engage in critical reflection on our own vulnerabilities
and the uncertainties we face collectively.

V. A Detailed Outline of a Leave the World Behind Novel
Analysis Essay

Title: Navigating the Unknown: An Analysis of Fear, Family, and Societal Collapse in
Rumaan Alam's Leave the World Behind

I. Introduction:
Briefly introduce Rumaan Alam and Leave the World Behind.
Thesis statement: Alam's novel masterfully uses atmosphere, character dynamics, and
symbolism to explore the anxieties of contemporary life and the fragility of societal order in
the face of the unknown.

II. Creating a Sense of Dread: Atmosphere and Narrative Structure:
Analyze the use of setting, foreshadowing, and ambiguous narrative choices to create a
sense of unease.
Discuss the impact of the alternating perspectives on the reader's experience.

III. Contrasting Families, Converging Fears:
Analyze the characters of the Claytons and the Georges, highlighting their differences and



similarities.
Explore the evolving dynamics between the families, focusing on their responses to the
crisis.

IV. Symbolism and Deeper Meanings:
Analyze key symbols, such as the house, the power outage, and the ambiguous nature of
the external event.
Explore the thematic implications of these symbols, such as societal fragility and the loss of
control.

V. Relevance in the Contemporary World:
Discuss the novel's resonance with contemporary anxieties regarding climate change,
societal collapse, and global uncertainty.
Analyze the enduring impact of the novel's ambiguous ending.

VI. Conclusion:
Reiterate the thesis, summarizing the key arguments.
Offer a final reflection on the novel's enduring power and lasting impact on the reader.

VI. Explaining Each Point of the Outline

I. Introduction: This section would provide background information on the author and the
novel, establishing its context and setting the stage for the analysis. The thesis statement
would clearly articulate the main argument of the essay.

II. Creating a Sense of Dread: This section would delve into the specific literary techniques
Alam employs to create the unsettling atmosphere, including detailed descriptions of the
setting, the use of foreshadowing, and the impact of the withholding information on the
reader. It would analyze how the alternating perspectives contribute to this effect.

III. Contrasting Families, Converging Fears: This section would analyze the characters
individually, highlighting their personalities, motivations, and vulnerabilities. It would then
examine the interactions between the families, exploring how their relationships evolve in
the face of the crisis, and how their initial differences give way to shared vulnerabilities.

IV. Symbolism and Deeper Meanings: This section would identify and interpret key symbols
within the novel, connecting them to broader thematic concerns. For example, the isolation
of the house, the failure of communication, and the ambiguous external threat would all be
analyzed for their symbolic weight and their contribution to the overall meaning.

V. Relevance in the Contemporary World: This section would explore the novel's relevance
to current global issues, connecting the fictional crisis to real-world anxieties surrounding
climate change, societal divisions, and uncertainty about the future. The ambiguous ending
would be examined as a reflection of these uncertainties.

VI. Conclusion: This section would summarize the main arguments presented in the essay,
restating the thesis in a new and insightful way. It would also offer a final reflection on the
novel's lasting impact and its contribution to contemporary literature.



VII. FAQs about Leave the World Behind

What is the central conflict in Leave the World Behind? The central conflict is1.
multifaceted, encompassing both the external threat of an unknown catastrophic
event and the internal conflicts within and between the two families as they grapple
with survival, fear, and shifting power dynamics.

What are the major themes explored in the novel? The novel explores themes of class,1.
race, family, societal breakdown, communication, the fragility of civilization, and the
anxieties of contemporary life in the face of uncertainty.

What is the significance of the ambiguous ending? The ambiguous ending mirrors the1.
uncertainties of modern life and the limitations of human control. It leaves the reader
to grapple with the open-ended nature of the crisis and the lasting impact on the
characters.

How does Alam create suspense in the novel? Alam uses a combination of techniques,1.
including a slowly escalating crisis, withholding key information, creating a sense of
isolation, and employing suspenseful narrative pacing.

What is the role of the children in the novel? The children act as both catalysts for the1.
escalating tension and symbols of innocence in the face of adult anxieties. Their
presence complicates the adult relationships and forces a reconsideration of priorities.

How does the novel portray class differences? The contrasting families represent1.
differing socioeconomic backgrounds and their interactions highlight the complexities
and potential conflicts that emerge in a crisis. The novel questions the assumptions of
privilege and resilience in times of uncertainty.

What is the symbolism of the house itself? The house serves as a microcosm of the1.
world, reflecting the fragility of civilization and the illusion of security. Its isolation
highlights humanity's vulnerability to external forces.



Is Leave the World Behind a horror novel? While elements of suspense and dread are1.
present, it's more accurately described as a psychological thriller or a post-apocalyptic
literary fiction novel, exploring the human response to crisis rather than focusing on
explicit horror elements.

What is the overall message or takeaway from the novel? The novel prompts readers1.
to confront their own anxieties about the future, the fragility of societal structures,
and the limitations of human control in the face of the unknown. It encourages
reflection on the importance of human connection and resilience during times of crisis.

VIII. Related Articles

Rumaan Alam's Writing Style: A Deep Dive: An analysis of Alam's distinctive literary1.
techniques and their contribution to his evocative storytelling.

The Power of Ambiguity in Contemporary Literature: A broader discussion exploring1.
the use of ambiguity in modern fiction and its impact on the reader's engagement.

Comparing Leave the World Behind to other post-apocalyptic narratives: A1.
comparative analysis examining similarities and differences with other works in the
genre.

Climate Anxiety and the Literary Landscape: Exploring the growing trend of novels1.
reflecting climate change anxieties and their literary significance.

Family Dynamics in Times of Crisis: A Psychological Perspective: An analysis of the1.
psychological impact of crisis on family relationships and the dynamics portrayed in
Leave the World Behind.

The Role of Communication in Crisis Situations: Exploring the importance of1.
communication and its breakdown in times of emergency as depicted in the novel.



Symbolism and Allegory in Post-Apocalyptic Fiction: A study of the use of symbolic1.
imagery and allegory to explore broader themes within post-apocalyptic literature.

Analyzing the Use of Setting in Leave the World Behind: An in-depth look at how the1.
setting contributes to the novel's atmosphere and overall impact.

Rumaan Alam's Other Works: A Critical Overview: A survey of Alam’s other novels and1.
short stories, exploring recurring themes and stylistic elements.

  leave the world behind novel analysis: Leave the World Behind Rumaan Alam, 2020-10-06
Now a Netflix film starring Julia Roberts, Mahershala Ali, Ethan Hawke, Myha'la, Farrah Mackenzie,
Charlie Evans and Kevin Bacon. Written for the Screen and Directed by Sam Esmail. Executive
Producers Barack and Michelle Obama, Tonia Davis, Daniel M. Stillman, Nick Krishnamurthy,
Rumaan Alam A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick! Finalist for the 2020 National Book
Award in Fiction One of Barack Obama's Summer Reads A Best Book of the Year From: The
Washington Post * Time * NPR * Elle * Esquire * Kirkus * Library Journal * The Chicago Public
Library * The New York Public Library * BookPage * The Globe and Mail * EW.com * The LA Times *
USA Today * InStyle * The New Yorker * AARP * Publisher's Lunch * LitHub * Book Marks * Electric
Literature * Brooklyn Based * The Boston Globe A magnetic novel about two families, strangers to
each other, who are forced together on a long weekend gone terribly wrong. From the bestselling
author of Rich and Pretty comes a suspenseful and provocative novel keenly attuned to the
complexities of parenthood, race, and class. Leave the World Behind explores how our closest bonds
are reshaped—and unexpected new ones are forged—in moments of crisis. Amanda and Clay head
out to a remote corner of Long Island expecting a vacation: a quiet reprieve from life in New York
City, quality time with their teenage son and daughter, and a taste of the good life in the luxurious
home they’ve rented for the week. But a late-night knock on the door breaks the spell. Ruth and G.
H. are an older couple—it’s their house, and they’ve arrived in a panic. They bring the news that a
sudden blackout has swept the city. But in this rural area—with the TV and internet now down, and
no cell phone service—it’s hard to know what to believe. Should Amanda and Clay trust this
couple—and vice versa? What happened back in New York? Is the vacation home, isolated from
civilization, a truly safe place for their families? And are they safe from one other?
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Leave the World Behind Rumaan Alam, 2020-10-06
SOON TO BE A MAJOR GLOBAL NETFLIX ADAPTATION STARRING JULIA ROBERTS, KEVIN
BACON, ETHAN HAWKE AND MAHERSHALA ALI *A THE TIMES #1 BESTSELLER* *THE NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER* *A BARACK OBAMA SUMMER READING PICK 2021* 'Easily the best
thing I have read all year' KILEY REID, AUTHOR OF SUCH A FUN AGE 'Intense, incisive, I loved
this and have still not quite shaken off the unease' DAVID NICHOLLS 'I was hooked from the
opening pages' CLARE MACKINTOSH 'Simply breathtaking . . . An extraordinary book, at once
smart, gripping and hallucinatory' OBSERVER _______ A magnetic novel about two families,
strangers to each other, who are forced together on a long weekend gone terribly wrong Amanda



and Clay head to a remote corner of Long Island expecting a holiday: a quiet reprieve from life in
New York City, quality time with their teenage son and daughter and a taste of the good life in the
luxurious home they've rented for the week. But with a late-night knock on the door, the spell is
broken. Ruth and G. H., an older couple who claim to own the home, have arrived there in a panic.
These strangers say that a sudden power outage has swept the city, and - with nowhere else to turn -
they have come to the country in search of shelter. But with the TV and internet down, and no phone
service, the facts are unknowable. Should Amanda and Clay trust this couple - and vice versa? What
has happened back in New York? Is the holiday home, isolated from civilisation, a truly safe place for
their families? And are they safe from one another? _______ FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD 2020 FINALIST FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE 2021 A DAILY TELEGRAPH, GUARDIAN,
OBSERVER, IRISH TIMES AND TIME BOOK OF THE YEAR Everyone is talking about LEAVE THE
WORLD BEHIND 'You will probably need to read it in as close to one sitting as possible' Sunday
Times 'A page-turner taking in themes of isolation, race and class' Guardian 'A book that could have
been tailor-made for our times' The Times 'A literary page-turner that will keep you awake even after
it ends' Mail on Sunday 'An exceptional examination of race and class and what the world looks like
when it's ending' Roxane Gay 'A thrilling book - one that will speak to readers who have felt the
terror of isolation in these recent months and one that will simultaneously, as great books do, lift
them out of it' Vogue 'Explores complex ideas about privilege and fate with miraculous wit and
grace' Jenny Offill 'For the reader, the invisible terror outside in Leave the World Behind echoes the
sense of disquiet today in a world convulsed by the pandemic' Financial Times 'Alam's achievement
is to see that his genre's traditional arc, which relies on the idea of aftermath, no longer makes
sense. Today, disaster novels call for something different' New Yorker 'Read it with the lights on'
Jenna Bush Hager, October Book Club pick
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Resisters Gish Jen, 2020 The Resisters is
palpably loving, smart, funny, and desperately unsettling. The novel should be required reading for
the country both as a cautionary tale and because it is a stone-cold masterpiece. This is Gish Jen's
moment. She has pitched a perfect game. --Ann Patchett The time: not so long from now. The place:
AutoAmerica. The land: half under water. The Internet: one part artificial intelligence, one part
surveillance technology, and oddly human--even funny. The people: Divided. The angel-fair Netted
have jobs, and literally occupy the high ground. The Surplus live on swampland if they're lucky, on
water if they're not. The story: To a Surplus couple--he once a professor, she still a lawyer--is born a
Blasian girl with a golden arm. At two, Gwen is hurling her stuffed animals from the crib; by ten, she
can hit whatever target she likes. Her teens find her happily playing in an underground baseball
league. When AutoAmerica rejoins the Olympics, though--with a special eye on beating
ChinRussia--Gwen attracts interest. Soon she finds herself playing ball with the Netted even as her
mother challenges the very foundations of this divided society. A moving and important story of an
America that seems ever more possible, The Resisters is also the story of one family struggling to
maintain its humanity and normalcy in circumstances that threaten their every value--as well as their
very existence. Extraordinary and ordinary, charming and electrifying, this is Gish Jen at her most
irresistible.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: What I Leave Behind Alison McGhee, 2018-05-15
“An artful exercise in melancholy…Every reader will love openhearted Will.” —Booklist (starred
review) “Haunting, introspective.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Emotionally raw…[A] piercing
narrative.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) “McGhee artfully illustrates the tangled web
wherein grief intertwines with the mundane.” —BCCB After his dad dies of suicide, Will tries to
overcome his own misery by secretly helping the people around him in this exquisitely crafted story
made up of one hundred chapters of one hundred words each, by award-winning and bestselling
author Alison McGhee. Sixteen-year-old Will spends most of his days the same way: Working at the
Dollar Only store, trying to replicate his late father’s famous cornbread recipe, and walking the
streets of Los Angeles. Will started walking after his father committed suicide, and three years later
he hasn’t stopped. But there are some places Will can’t walk by: The blessings store with the chest



of 100 Chinese blessings in the back, the bridge on Fourth Street where his father died, and his
childhood friend Playa’s house. When Will learns Playa was raped at a party—a party he was at,
where he saw Playa, and where he believes he could have stopped the worst from happening if he
hadn’t left early—it spurs Will to stop being complacent in his own sadness and do some good in the
world. He begins to leave small gifts for everyone in his life, from Superman the homeless guy he
passes on his way to work, to the Little Butterfly Dude he walks by on the way home, to Playa
herself. And it is through those acts of kindness that Will is finally able to push past his own trauma
and truly begin to live his life again. Oh, and discover the truth about that cornbread.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Voices of the Lost Margarette Lincoln, 2021 Winner
of the International Prize for Arabic Fiction, this novel weaves together a series of devastating
confessions about life in contemporary Arab society “Barakat isn't writing about ‘the immigrant.’
She's writing about the human.”—Rumaan Alam, 4columns “Spare and deep, Voices of the Lost
captivates. Hoda Barakat is one of Lebanon's greatest gifts to literature, and Booth allows her
English audience to explore this painful and irresistible present.”—Amy Bloom, author of White
Houses In an unnamed country torn apart by war, six strangers are compelled to share their darkest
secrets. Taking pen to paper, each character attempts to put in writing what they can’t bring
themselves to say to the person they love—mother, father, brother, lost love. Their words form a
chain of dark confessions, none of which reaches the intended recipient. Profound, troubling, and
deeply human, Voices of the Lost tells the moving story of characters living on the periphery,
battling with displacement, devastating poverty, and the demons within themselves. From one of
today’s most talented Arabic writers, Voices of the Lost is an urgent story of lives intimately woven
together in a society that is tearing itself apart.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: House of Leaves Mark Z. Danielewski, 2000-03-07 “A
novelistic mosaic that simultaneously reads like a thriller and like a strange, dreamlike excursion
into the subconscious.” —The New York Times Years ago, when House of Leaves was first being
passed around, it was nothing more than a badly bundled heap of paper, parts of which would
occasionally surface on the Internet. No one could have anticipated the small but devoted following
this terrifying story would soon command. Starting with an odd assortment of marginalized youth --
musicians, tattoo artists, programmers, strippers, environmentalists, and adrenaline junkies -- the
book eventually made its way into the hands of older generations, who not only found themselves in
those strangely arranged pages but also discovered a way back into the lives of their estranged
children. Now this astonishing novel is made available in book form, complete with the original
colored words, vertical footnotes, and second and third appendices. The story remains unchanged,
focusing on a young family that moves into a small home on Ash Tree Lane where they discover
something is terribly wrong: their house is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Of course,
neither Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Will Navidson nor his companion Karen Green was
prepared to face the consequences of that impossibility, until the day their two little children
wandered off and their voices eerily began to return another story -- of creature darkness, of an
ever-growing abyss behind a closet door, and of that unholy growl which soon enough would tear
through their walls and consume all their dreams.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Dark Matter Blake Crouch, 2016-07-26 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • COMING SOON TO APPLE TV+ • A “mind-blowing” (Entertainment Weekly)
speculative thriller about an ordinary man who awakens in a world inexplicably different from the
reality he thought he knew—from the author of Upgrade, Recursion, and the Wayward Pines trilogy
“Are you happy with your life?” Those are the last words Jason Dessen hears before the kidnapper
knocks him unconscious. Before he awakens to find himself strapped to a gurney, surrounded by
strangers in hazmat suits. Before a man he’s never met smiles down at him and says, “Welcome
back, my friend.” In this world he’s woken up to, Jason’s life is not the one he knows. His wife is not
his wife. His son was never born. And Jason is not an ordinary college professor but a celebrated
genius who has achieved something remarkable. Something impossible. Is it this life or the other
that’s the dream? And even if the home he remembers is real, how will Jason make it back to the



family he loves? From the bestselling author Blake Crouch, Dark Matter is a mind-bending thriller
about choices, paths not taken, and how far we’ll go to claim the lives we dream of.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: At the End of Everything Marieke Nijkamp,
2022-01-25 From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of This Is Where It Ends comes another
heartbreaking, emotional and timely page-turner that will keep you on the edge of your seat. The
Hope Juvenile Treatment Center is ironically named. No one has hope for the delinquent teenagers
who have been exiled there; the world barely acknowledges that they exist. Then the guards at Hope
start acting strange. And one day...they don't show up. But when the teens band together to make a
break from the facility, they encounter soldiers outside the gates. There's a rapidly spreading
infectious disease outside, and no one can leave their houses or travel without a permit. Which
means that they're stuck at Hope. And this time, no one is watching out for them at all. As supplies
quickly dwindle and a deadly plague tears through their ranks, the group has to decide whom among
them they can trust and figure out how they can survive in a world that has never wanted them in
the first place. Also by Marieke Nijkamp: This Is Where It Ends Even If We Break Before I Let Go
Praise for Marieke Nijkamp: Immersive and captivating. Thrilling in every sense of the word.—Karen
M. McManus, #1 New York Times bestselling author of One of Us is Lying on Even If We Break With
exceptional handling of everything from mental illness to guilt and a riveting, magic realist
narrative, this well wrought, haunting novel will stick with readers long after the final
page.—Booklist on Before I Let Go *STARRED REVIEW* A compelling, brutal story of an
unfortunately all-too familiar situation: a school shooting. Nijkamp portrays the events thoughtfully,
recounting fifty-four intense minutes of bravery, love, and loss.—BookRiot on This Is Where It Ends
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Look Both Ways Jason Reynolds, 2020-10-27 A
collection of ten short stories that all take place in the same day about kids walking home from
school--
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Lemons Melissa D. Savage, 2017 After her mother
dies in 1975, ten-year-old Lemonade must live with her grandfather in a small town famous for
Bigfoot sitings and soon becomes friends with Tobin, a quirky Bigfoot investigator.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Outline Rachel Cusk, 2015-01-13 A Finalist for the
Folio Prize, the Goldsmiths Prize, the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and the Baileys Women’s Prize for
Fiction. One of The New York Times' Top Ten Books of the Year. Named a A New York Times Book
Review Notable Book and a Best Book of the Year by The New Yorker, Vogue, NPR, The Guardian,
The Independent, Glamour, and The Globe and Mail A luminous, powerful novel that establishes
Rachel Cusk as one of the finest writers in the English language A man and a woman are seated next
to each other on a plane. They get to talking—about their destination, their careers, their families.
Grievances are aired, family tragedies discussed, marriages and divorces analyzed. An intimacy is
established as two strangers contrast their own fictions about their lives. Rachel Cusk's Outline is a
novel in ten conversations. Spare and stark, it follows a novelist teaching a course in creative writing
during one oppressively hot summer in Athens. She leads her students in storytelling exercises. She
meets other visiting writers for dinner and discourse. She goes swimming in the Ionian Sea with her
neighbor from the plane. The people she encounters speak volubly about themselves: their fantasies,
anxieties, pet theories, regrets, and longings. And through these disclosures, a portrait of the
narrator is drawn by contrast, a portrait of a woman learning to face a great loss. Outline takes a
hard look at the things that are hardest to speak about. It brilliantly captures conversations,
investigates people's motivations for storytelling, and questions their ability to ever do so honestly or
unselfishly. In doing so it bares the deepest impulses behind the craft of fiction writing. This is
Rachel Cusk's finest work yet, and one of the most startling, brilliant, original novels of recent years.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Midnight Library Matt Haig, 2021-01-27 Good
morning America book club--Jacket.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: FKA USA Reed King, 2019-06-18 “Mr. King looks at all
our upcoming problems, and imagines a local reaction to each one. The result is often funny, usually
sardonic, and always imaginative, what with all the mole rats, flesh drones, dimeheads, and



especially ‘The Grifter’s Guide to the Territories FKA USA,’ a notable addition to the line of
imaginary authorities.” —The Wall Street Journal Indie Next Pick for July Best of June: io9, AV Club,
Amazing Stories, The Verge Reed King’s amazingly audacious novel is something of a cross between
L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz, Douglas Adams’s A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Cormac
McCarthy’s The Road, and Ernest Cline’s Ready Player One. In Reed King’s wildly imaginative and
possibly prescient debut, the United States has dissolved in the wake of environmental disasters and
the catastrophic policies of its final president. It is 2085, and Truckee Wallace, a factory worker in
Crunchtown 407 (formerly Little Rock, Arkansas, before the secessions), has no grand ambitions
besides maybe, possibly, losing his virginity someday. But when Truckee is thrust unexpectedly into
the spotlight he is tapped by the President for a sensitive political mission: to deliver a talking goat
across the continent. The fate of the world depends upon it. The problem is—Truckee’s not sure it’s
worth it. Joined on the road by an android who wants to be human and a former convict lobotomized
in Texas, Truckee will navigate an environmentally depleted and lawless continent with
devastating—and hilarious—parallels to our own, dodging body pickers and Elvis-worshippers and
logo girls, body subbers, and VR addicts. Elvis-willing, he may even lose his virginity. FKA USA is the
epic novel we’ve all been waiting for about the American end of times, with its unavoidable sense of
being on the wrong end of the roller coaster ride. It is a masterwork of ambition, humor, and satire
with the power to make us cry, despair, and laugh out loud all at once. It is a tour de force unlike
anything else you will read this year.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Left Behind Tim LaHaye, Jerry B. Jenkins, 2011
Donated by Pam Strauss.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Kivalina Christine Shearer, 2011 For the people of
Kivalina, Alaska, the price of further climate change denial could be the complete devasation of their
lives and culture. Their village must be relocated to survive, but neither the fossil fuel giants nor the
U.S. government are willing to take full responsibility.--P. [4] of cover.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Folded Earth Anuradha Roy, 2012-04-24 From
the widely acclaimed author of An Atlas of Impossible Longing, a powerful and triumphantly
beautiful novel set in contemporary India, about a young woman forging a new life in the foothills of
the Himalayas. LONGLISTED FOR THE 2011 MAN ASIAN LITERARY PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR
THE HINDU LITERARY PRIZE FOR BEST FICTION 2011 With her debut novel, An Atlas of
Impossible Longing, Anuradha Roy’s exquisite storytelling instantly won readers’ hearts around the
world, and the novel was named one of the best books of the year by The Washington Post and The
Seattle Times. Now, Roy has returned with another masterpiece that is already earning international
prize attention, an evocative and deeply moving tale of a young woman making a new life for herself
amid the foothills of the Himalaya. Desperate to leave a private tragedy behind, Maya abandons
herself to the rhythms of the little village, where people coexist peacefully with nature. But all is not
as it seems, and she soon learns that no refuge is remote enough to keep out the modern world.
When power-hungry politicians threaten her beloved mountain community, Maya finds herself
caught between the life she left behind and the new home she is determined to protect. Elegiac,
witty, and profound by turns, and with a tender love story at its core, The Folded Earth brims with
the same genius and love of language that made An Atlas of Impossible Longing an international
success and confirms Anuradha Roy as a major literary talent.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Something New Under the Sun Alexandra Kleeman,
2021-08-03 NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • A novelist discovers the dark side of Hollywood
and reckons with ambition, corruption, and environmental collapse in “a darkly satirical reflection of
ecological reality” (Time) LONGLISTED FOR THE JOYCE CAROL OATES PRIZE • ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, Time, Los Angeles Times, The
Philadelphia Inquirer, Vulture, Thrillist, Literary Hub “An urgent novel about our very near future,
and a deeply addictive pleasure.”—Katie Kitamura, author of Intimacies Novelist Patrick Hamlin has
come to Los Angeles to oversee the film adaptation of one of his books and try to impress his wife
and daughter back home with this last-ditch attempt at professional success. But California is not as



he imagined. Drought, wildfire, and corporate corruption are everywhere, and the company behind a
mysterious new brand of synthetic water seems to be at the root of it all. Patrick finds an unlikely
partner in Cassidy Carter—the cynical starlet of his film—and the two investigate the sun-scorched
city, where they discover the darker side of all that glitters in Hollywood. Something New Under the
Sun is an unmissable novel for our present moment—a bold exploration of environmental
catastrophe in the age of alternative facts, and “a ghost story not of the past but of the near future”
(The New York Times).
  leave the world behind novel analysis: An Unnecessary Woman Rabih Alameddine,
2014-02-04 A happily misanthropic Middle East divorcee finds refuge in books in a “beautiful and
absorbing” novel of late-life crisis (The New York Times). Aaliya is a divorced, childless, and
reclusively cranky translator in Beirut nurturing doubts about her latest project: a 900-page
avant-garde, linguistically serpentine historiography by a late Chilean existentialist. Honestly, at
seventy-two, should she be taking on such a project? Not that Aailiya fears dying. Women in her
family live long; her mother is still going crazy. But on this lonely day, hour-by-hour, Aaliya’s
musings on literature, philosophy, her career, and her aging body, are suddenly invaded by
memories of her volatile past. As she tries in vain to ward off these emotional upwellings, Aaliya is
faced with an unthinkable disaster that threatens to shatter the little life she has left. In this
“meditation on, among other things, aging, politics, literature, loneliness, grief and resilience” (The
New York Times), Alameddine conjures “a beguiling narrator . . . who is, like her city, hard to read,
hard to take, hard to know and, ultimately, passionately complex” (San Francisco Chronicle). A
finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award and the National Book Award, An Unnecessary
Woman is “a fun, and often funny . . . grave, powerful . . . [and] extraordinary” Washington
Independent Review of Books) ode to literature and its power to define who we are. “Read it once,
read it twice, read other books for a decade or so, and then pick it up and read it anew. This one’s a
keeper” (The Independent)
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Phone Box at the Edge of the World Laura
Imai-Messina, 2020-06-25 'Absolutely breathtaking' Christy Lefteri, Sunday Times bestselling author
of The Beekeeper of Aleppo. We all have something to tell those we have lost . . . On a windy hill in
Japan, in a garden overlooking the sea stands a disused phone box. For years, people have travelled
to visit the phone box, to pick up the receiver and speak into the wind: to pass their messages to
loved ones no longer with us. When Yui loses her mother and daughter in the tsunami, she is
plunged into despair and wonders how she will ever carry on. One day she hears of the phone box,
and decides to make her own pilgrimage there, to speak once more to the people she loved the most.
But when you have lost everything, the right words can be the hardest thing to find . . . Then she
meets Takeshi, a bereaved husband whose own daughter has stopped talking in the wake of their
loss. What happens next will warm your heart, even when it feels as though it is breaking... The
Phone Box at the Edge of the World is an unforgettable story of the depths of grief, the lightness of
love and the human longing to keep the people who are no longer with us close to our hearts.
Everyone is talking about The Phone Box at the Edge of the World 'A moving and uplifting
anatomisation of grief and the small miraculous moments that persuade people to start looking
forward again' Sunday Times 'Strangely beautiful, uplifting and memorable, it's a book to savour'
Choice, Book of the Month 'A poignant, atmospheric novel dealing with love, coming to terms with
loss and the restoration of one's self' Daily Mail 'A story about the dogged survival of hope when all
else is lost . . . A striking haiku of the human heart' The Times 'Beautiful. A message of hope for
anyone who is lost, frightened or grieving' Clare Mackintosh, Sunday Times bestselling author of
After the End 'Incredibly moving. It will break your heart and soothe your soul' Stacey Halls, Sunday
Times bestselling author of The Familiars 'Mesmerising . . . beautiful . . . a joy to read' Joanna Glen,
Costa shortlisted author of The Other Half of Augusta Hope 'Spare and poetic, this beautiful book is
both a small, quiet love story and a vast expansive meditation on grieving and loss' Heat 'A perfect
poignant read' Woman & Home
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue V. E. Schwab,



2020-10-06 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER USA TODAY BESTSELLER NATIONAL INDIE
BESTSELLER THE WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Recommended by Entertainment Weekly,
Real Simple, NPR, Slate, and Oprah Magazine #1 Library Reads Pick—October 2020 #1 Indie Next
Pick—October 2020 BOOK OF THE YEAR (2020) FINALIST—Book of The Month Club A “Best Of”
Book From: Oprah Mag * CNN * Amazon * Amazon Editors * NPR * Goodreads * Bustle * PopSugar *
BuzzFeed * Barnes & Noble * Kirkus Reviews * Lambda Literary * Nerdette * The Nerd Daily *
Polygon * Library Reads * io9 * Smart Bitches Trashy Books * LiteraryHub * Medium * BookBub *
The Mary Sue * Chicago Tribune * NY Daily News * SyFy Wire * Powells.com * Bookish * Book Riot *
Library Reads Voter Favorite * In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life, The
Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York Times bestselling author V. E. Schwab’s genre-defying
tour de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A Story You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a
moment of desperation, a young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever—and is cursed to
be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a
dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across history and art, as a
young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world. But everything changes
when, after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and he
remembers her name. Also by V. E. Schwab Shades of Magic A Darker Shade of Magic A Gathering
of Shadows A Conjuring of Light Villains Vicious Vengeful At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Girl They Left Behind Roxanne Veletzos,
2019-09-03 A sweeping historical romance that is “gripping, tragic, yet filled with passion and hope”
(Kate Quinn, New York Times bestselling author), offering a vivid and unique portrayal of life in
war-torn 1941 Bucharest during World War II and its aftermath—perfect for fans of Lilac Girls and
Sarah’s Key. On a freezing night in January 1941, a little Jewish girl is found on the steps of an
apartment building in Bucharest. With Romania recently allied with the Nazis, the Jewish population
is in grave danger so the girl is placed in an orphanage and eventually adopted by a wealthy
childless couple who name her Natalia. As she assimilates into her new life, she all but forgets the
parents who were forced to leave her behind. As a young woman in Soviet Romania, Natalia crosses
paths with Victor—an important official in the Communist regime that she used to know as an
impoverished young student. Now they are fatefully drawn into a passionate affair despite the
obstacles swirling around them and Victor’s dark secrets. When Natalia is suddenly offered a
one-time chance at freedom, Victor is determined to help her escape, even if it means losing her.
Natalia must make an agonizing decision: remain in Bucharest with her beloved adoptive parents
and the man she has come to love, or seize the chance to finally live life on her own terms, and to
confront the painful enigma of her past. The Girl They Left Behind “is a vividly told, beautifully
written, impossible-but-true story” (Helen Bryan, internationally bestselling author of War Brides)
that you won’t soon forget.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2021-11-23 The
beloved New York Times bestselling author reflects on home, family, friendships and writing in this
deeply personal collection of essays. The elegance of Patchett’s prose is seductive and inviting: with
Patchett as a guide, readers will really get to grips with the power of struggles, failures, and
triumphs alike. —Publisher's Weekly “Any story that starts will also end.” As a writer, Ann Patchett
knows what the outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however, often takes turns we do not see
coming. Patchett ponders this truth in these wise essays that afford a fresh and intimate look into
her mind and heart. At the center of These Precious Days is the title essay, a surprising and moving
meditation on an unexpected friendship that explores “what it means to be seen, to find someone
with whom you can be your best and most complete self.” When Patchett chose an early galley of
actor and producer Tom Hanks’ short story collection to read one night before bed, she had no idea
that this single choice would be life changing. It would introduce her to a remarkable woman—Tom’s
brilliant assistant Sooki—with whom she would form a profound bond that held monumental
consequences for them both. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs the depths of her experiences to



create gold: engaging and moving pieces that are both self-portrait and landscape, each vibrant with
emotion and rich in insight. Turning her writer’s eye on her own experiences, she transforms the
private into the universal, providing us all a way to look at our own worlds anew, and reminds how
fleeting and enigmatic life can be. From the enchantments of Kate DiCamillo’s children’s books
(author of The Beatryce Prophecy) to youthful memories of Paris; the cherished life gifts given by
her three fathers to the unexpected influence of Charles Schultz’s Snoopy; the expansive vision of
Eudora Welty to the importance of knitting, Patchett connects life and art as she illuminates what
matters most. Infused with the author’s grace, wit, and warmth, the pieces in These Precious Days
resonate deep in the soul, leaving an indelible mark—and demonstrate why Ann Patchett is one of
the most celebrated writers of our time.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: It Ends with Us Colleen Hoover, 2020-07-28 In this
“brave and heartbreaking novel that digs its claws into you and doesn’t let go, long after you’ve
finished it” (Anna Todd, New York Times bestselling author) from the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of All Your Perfects, a workaholic with a too-good-to-be-true romance can’t stop
thinking about her first love. Lily hasn’t always had it easy, but that’s never stopped her from
working hard for the life she wants. She’s come a long way from the small town where she grew
up—she graduated from college, moved to Boston, and started her own business. And when she feels
a spark with a gorgeous neurosurgeon named Ryle Kincaid, everything in Lily’s life seems too good
to be true. Ryle is assertive, stubborn, maybe even a little arrogant. He’s also sensitive, brilliant, and
has a total soft spot for Lily. And the way he looks in scrubs certainly doesn’t hurt. Lily can’t get him
out of her head. But Ryle’s complete aversion to relationships is disturbing. Even as Lily finds herself
becoming the exception to his “no dating” rule, she can’t help but wonder what made him that way
in the first place. As questions about her new relationship overwhelm her, so do thoughts of Atlas
Corrigan—her first love and a link to the past she left behind. He was her kindred spirit, her
protector. When Atlas suddenly reappears, everything Lily has built with Ryle is threatened. An
honest, evocative, and tender novel, It Ends with Us is “a glorious and touching read, a forever
keeper. The kind of book that gets handed down” (USA TODAY).
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Leaving Tara Altebrando, 2016-06-07 Six were
taken. Eleven years later, five come back--with no idea of where they've been. A riveting mystery for
fans of We Were Liars. Eleven years ago, six kindergartners went missing without a trace. After all
that time, the people left behind moved on, or tried to. Until today. Today five of those kids return.
They're sixteen, and they are . . . fine. Scarlett comes home and finds a mom she barely recognizes,
and doesn't really recognize the person she's supposed to be, either. But she thinks she remembers
Lucas. Lucas remembers Scarlett, too, except they're entirely unable to recall where they've been or
what happened to them. Neither of them remember the sixth victim, Max--the only one who hasn't
come back. Which leaves Max's sister, Avery, wanting answers. She wants to find her brother--dead
or alive--and isn't buying this whole memory-loss story. But as details of the disappearance begin to
unfold, no one is prepared for the truth. This unforgettable novel--with its rich characters, high
stakes, and plot twists--will leave readers breathless.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Buried Giant Kazuo Ishiguro, 2015-03-03
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of Never
Let Me Go and the Booker Prize–winning novel The Remains of the Day comes a luminous meditation
on the act of forgetting and the power of memory. In post-Arthurian Britain, the wars that once
raged between the Saxons and the Britons have finally ceased. Axl and Beatrice, an elderly British
couple, set off to visit their son, whom they haven't seen in years. And, because a strange mist has
caused mass amnesia throughout the land, they can scarcely remember anything about him. As they
are joined on their journey by a Saxon warrior, his orphan charge, and an illustrious knight, Axl and
Beatrice slowly begin to remember the dark and troubled past they all share. By turns savage,
suspenseful, and intensely moving, The Buried Giant is a luminous meditation on the act of
forgetting and the power of memory.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: This Time Next Year Sophie Cousens, 2020-12-01



THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER IS NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE! A GOOD
MORNING AMERICA BOOK CLUB PICK Their lives began together, but their worlds couldn't be
more different. After thirty years of missed connections, they're about to meet again... Minnie
Cooper knows two things with certainty: that her New Year's birthday is unlucky, and that it's all
because of Quinn Hamilton, a man she's never met. Their mothers gave birth to them at the same
hospital just after midnight on New Year's Day, but Quinn was given the cash prize for being the
first baby born in London in 1990--and the name Minnie was meant to have, as well. With luck like
that, it's no wonder each of her birthdays has been more of a disaster than the one before. When
Minnie unexpectedly runs into Quinn at a New Year's party on their mutual thirtieth birthday, she
sees only more evidence that fortune has continued to favor him. The gorgeous, charming business
owner truly seems to have it all--while Minnie's on the brink of losing her pie-making company and
her home. But if Quinn and Minnie are from different worlds, why do they keep bumping into each
other? And why is it that each fraught encounter leaves them both wanting more? A moving, joyful
love story, This Time Next Year explores the way fate leads us to the people we least expect--no
matter what the odds.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Verity Colleen Hoover, 2021-10-05 Whose truth is the
lie? Stay up all night reading the sensational psychological thriller that has readers obsessed, from
the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Too Late and It Ends With Us. #1 New York Times
Bestseller · USA Today Bestseller · Globe and Mail Bestseller · Publishers Weekly Bestseller Lowen
Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin when she accepts the job offer of a
lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to
complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured wife is unable to finish. Lowen
arrives at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity’s notes and outlines, hoping to
find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn’t expect to uncover in the chaotic office
is an unfinished autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to read. Page after page of
bone-chilling admissions, including Verity's recollection of the night her family was forever altered.
Lowen decides to keep the manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its contents could devastate the
already grieving father. But as Lowen’s feelings for Jeremy begin to intensify, she recognizes all the
ways she could benefit if he were to read his wife’s words. After all, no matter how devoted Jeremy
is to his injured wife, a truth this horrifying would make it impossible for him to continue loving her.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Klara and the Sun Kazuo Ishiguro, 2021-03-02 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Once in a great while, a book comes along that changes our view of
the world. This magnificent novel from the Nobel laureate and author of Never Let Me Go is “an
intriguing take on how artificial intelligence might play a role in our futures ... a poignant meditation
on love and loneliness” (The Associated Press). • A GOOD MORNING AMERICA Book Club Pick!
Here is the story of Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, who, from
her place in the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those
who pass on the street outside. She remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her. Klara and
the Sun is a thrilling book that offers a look at our changing world through the eyes of an
unforgettable narrator, and one that explores the fundamental question: what does it mean to love?
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Cloud Atlas (20th Anniversary Edition) David
Mitchell, 2010-07-16 #1 INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • A timeless, structure-bending classic that
explores how actions of individual lives impact the past, present and future—from a postmodern
visionary and one of the leading voices in fiction Featuring a new afterword by David Mitchell and a
new introduction by Gabrielle Zevin, author of Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow One of the
New York Times’s 100 Best Books of the 21st Century • Shortlisted for the International Booker
Prize Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the Chatham
Isles to his home in California. Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose, who begins to treat
him for a rare species of brain parasite. The novel careens, with dazzling virtuosity, to Belgium in
1931, to the West Coast in the 1970s, to an inglorious present-day England, to a Korean superstate
of the near future where neocapitalism has run amok, and, finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age



Hawaii in the last days of history. But the story doesn’t end even there. The novel boomerangs back
through centuries and space, returning by the same route, in reverse, to its starting point. Along the
way, David Mitchell reveals how his disparate characters connect, how their fates intertwine, and
how their souls drift across time like clouds across the sky. As wild as a video game, as mysterious
as a Zen koan, Cloud Atlas is an unforgettable tour de force that, like its incomparable author, has
transcended its cult classic status to become a worldwide phenomenon.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Book of Two Ways Jodi Picoult, 2020-09-22 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the author of Small Great Things and A Spark of Light
comes a “powerful” (The Washington Post) novel about the choices that alter the course of our lives.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY MARIE CLAIRE Everything changes in a
single moment for Dawn Edelstein. She’s on a plane when the flight attendant makes an
announcement: Prepare for a crash landing. She braces herself as thoughts flash through her mind.
The shocking thing is, the thoughts are not of her husband but of a man she last saw fifteen years
ago: Wyatt Armstrong. Dawn, miraculously, survives the crash, but so do all the doubts that have
suddenly been raised. She has led a good life. Back in Boston, there is her husband, Brian, their
beloved daughter, and her work as a death doula, in which she helps ease the transition between life
and death for her clients. But somewhere in Egypt is Wyatt Armstrong, who works as an
archaeologist unearthing ancient burial sites, a career Dawn once studied for but was forced to
abandon when life suddenly intervened. And now, when it seems that fate is offering her second
chances, she is not as sure of the choice she once made. After the crash landing, the airline ensures
that the survivors are seen by a doctor, then offers transportation to wherever they want to go. The
obvious destination is to fly home, but she could take another path: return to the archaeological site
she left years before, reconnect with Wyatt and their unresolved history, and maybe even complete
her research on The Book of Two Ways—the first known map of the afterlife. As the story unfolds,
Dawn’s two possible futures unspool side by side, as do the secrets and doubts long buried with
them. Dawn must confront the questions she’s never truly asked: What does a life well lived look
like? When we leave this earth, what do we leave behind? Do we make choices . . . or do our choices
make us? And who would you be if you hadn’t turned out to be the person you are right now?
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Last Hanna Jameson, 2020-02-18 This propulsive
post-apocalyptic thriller “in which Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None collides with
Stephen King’s The Shining” (NPR) follows a group of survivors stranded at a hotel as the world
descends into nuclear war and the body of a young girl is discovered in one of the hotel’s water
tanks. Jon thought he had all the time in the world to respond to his wife’s text message: I miss you
so much. I feel bad about how we left it. Love you. But as he’s waiting in the lobby of the L’Hotel
Sixieme in Switzerland after an academic conference, still mulling over how to respond to his wife,
he receives a string of horrifying push notifications. Washington, DC, has been hit with a nuclear
bomb, then New York, then London, and finally Berlin. That’s all he knows before news outlets and
social media goes black—and before the clouds on the horizon turn orange. Two months later, there
are twenty survivors holed up at the hotel, a place already tainted by its strange history of suicides
and murders. Jon and the rest try to maintain some semblance of civilization. But when he goes up to
the roof to investigate the hotel’s worsening water quality, he is shocked to discover the body of a
young girl floating in one of the tanks, and is faced with the terrifying possibility that there might be
a killer among the group. As supplies dwindle and tensions rise, Jon becomes obsessed with
discovering the truth behind the girl’s death. In this “brilliantly executed...chilling and
extraordinary” post-apocalyptic mystery, “the questions Jameson poses—who will be with you at the
end of the world, and what kind of person will you be?—are as haunting as the plot itself.” (Emily St.
John Mandel, nationally bestselling author of Station Eleven).
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Dark Matter Michelle Paver, 2010-10-21 January
1937. Clouds of war are gathering over a fogbound London. Twenty-eight year old Jack is poor,
lonely and desperate to change his life. So when he's offered the chance to be the wireless operator
on an Arctic expedition, he jumps at it. Spirits are high as the ship leaves Norway: five men and



eight huskies, crossing the Barents Sea by the light of the midnight sun. At last they reach the
remote, uninhabited bay where they will camp for the next year. Gruhuken. But the Arctic summer is
brief. As night returns to claim the land, Jack feels a creeping unease. One by one, his companions
are forced to leave. He faces a stark choice. Stay or go. Soon he will see the last of the sun, as the
polar night engulfs the camp in months of darkness. Soon he will reach the point of no return - when
the sea will freeze, making escape impossible. And Gruhuken is not uninhabited. Jack is not alone.
Something walks there in the dark. This Special Edition Ebook will feature exclusive material:
AUTHOR EXTRAS: Dark Matter ¿ An exclusive interview with Michelle Paver and an extended
author biography with integrated photos of the landscape of Spitsbergen. COVER DESIGN: Dark
Matter ¿ the jacket designer¿s take and cover design progression (5 x visuals). DARK MATTER - A
SHORT FILM: Dark Matter ¿ Turning the novel into a short promotional film and Dark Matter - The
Film Director's Cut, the rejected film scripts, the final film script and behind the scenes at filming (3
x visuals).
  leave the world behind novel analysis: This Is Where the World Ends Amy Zhang, 2016-03-22
A heart-wrenching novel about best friends on a collision course with the real world from Amy
Zhang, the critically acclaimed Indies Introduce and Indie Next author of Falling into Place. Janie
and Micah, Micah and Janie. That’s how it’s been ever since elementary school, when Janie Vivien
moved next door. Janie says Micah is everything she is not. Where Micah is shy, Janie is outgoing.
Where Micah loves music, Janie loves art. It’s the perfect friendship—as long as no one finds out
about it. But then Janie goes missing and everything Micah thought he knew about his best friend is
colored with doubt. Using a nonlinear writing style and dual narrators, Amy Zhang masterfully
reveals the circumstances surrounding Janie’s disappearance in an astonishing second novel that
will appeal to fans of Lauren Oliver.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Behind Closed Doors B.A. Paris, 2016-08-09 First
published in Great Britain by MIRA/Harlequin, HarperCollins UK--Title page verso.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Winter Garden Kristin Hannah, 2010-02-02 Can a
woman ever really know herself if she doesn't know her mother? From the author of the smash-hit
bestseller Firefly Lane and True Colors comes Kristin Hannah's powerful, heartbreaking novel that
illuminates the intricate mother-daughter bond and explores the enduring links between the present
and the past. Meredith and Nina Whitson are as different as sisters can be. One stayed at home to
raise her children and manage the family apple orchard; the other followed a dream and traveled the
world to become a famous photojournalist. But when their beloved father falls ill, Meredith and Nina
find themselves together again, standing alongside their cold, disapproving mother, Anya, who even
now, offers no comfort to her daughters. As children, the only connection between them was the
Russian fairy tale Anya sometimes told the girls at night. On his deathbed, their father extracts a
promise from the women in his life: the fairy tale will be told one last time—and all the way to the
end. Thus begins an unexpected journey into the truth of Anya's life in war-torn Leningrad, more
than five decades ago. Alternating between the past and present, Meredith and Nina will finally hear
the singular, harrowing story of their mother's life, and what they learn is a secret so terrible and
terrifying that it will shake the very foundation of their family and change who they believe they are.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Queenie Candice Carty-Williams, 2019-03-19 *SOON
TO BE A HULU ORIGINAL SERIES* *ONE of NPR’s and TIME’s BEST BOOKS of the YEAR * NAMED
A MOST ANTICIPATED BOOK of the YEAR by WOMAN’S DAY, NEWSDAY, PUBLISHERS WEEKLY,
BUSTLE, and BOOK RIOT!* “A book that sneaks up on you...I am hooked.” —Roxane Gay, New York
Times bestselling author This acclaimed and “welcome debut from a seriously talented author” (New
York Post) is a disarmingly honest, unapologetically black, and undeniably witty novel that will speak
to those who have gone looking for love and found something very different in its place. Queenie
Jenkins is a twenty-five-year-old Jamaican British woman living in London, straddling two cultures
and slotting neatly into neither. She works at a national newspaper, where she’s constantly forced to
compare herself to her white middle class peers. After a messy break up from her long-term white
boyfriend, Queenie seeks comfort in all the wrong places…including several hazardous men who do



a good job of occupying brain space and a bad job of affirming self-worth. As Queenie careens from
one questionable decision to another, she finds herself wondering, “What are you doing? Why are
you doing it? Who do you want to be?”—all of the questions today’s woman must face in a world
trying to answer them for her. “A must-read novel about sex, selfhood, and the best friendships that
get us through it all” (Candace Bushnell, New York Times bestselling author), Queenie is a
remarkably relatable exploration of what it means to be a modern woman searching for meaning in
today’s world.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Fear and Nature Christy Tidwell, Carter Soles,
2021-05-10 Ecohorror represents human fears about the natural world—killer plants and animals,
catastrophic weather events, and disquieting encounters with the nonhuman. Its portrayals of
animals, the environment, and even scientists build on popular conceptions of zoology, ecology, and
the scientific process. As such, ecohorror is a genre uniquely situated to address life, art, and the
dangers of scientific knowledge in the Anthropocene. Featuring new readings of the genre, Fear and
Nature brings ecohorror texts and theories into conversation with other critical discourses. The
chapters cover a variety of media forms, from literature and short fiction to manga, poetry,
television, and film. The chronological range is equally varied, beginning in the nineteenth century
with the work of Edgar Allan Poe and finishing in the twenty-first with Stephen King and Guillermo
del Toro. This range highlights the significance of ecohorror as a mode. In their analyses, the
contributors make explicit connections across chapters, question the limits of the genre, and address
the ways in which our fears about nature intersect with those we hold about the racial, animal, and
bodily “other.” A foundational text, this volume will appeal to specialists in horror studies, Gothic
studies, the environmental humanities, and ecocriticism. In addition to the editors, the contributors
include Kristen Angierski, Bridgitte Barclay, Marisol Cortez, Chelsea Davis, Joseph K. Heumann,
Dawn Keetley, Ashley Kniss, Robin L. Murray, Brittany R. Roberts, Sharon Sharp, and Keri
Stevenson.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An
intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each



stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: The Echo Wife Sarah Gailey, 2021-02-16 Sarah
Gailey's The Echo Wife is “a trippy domestic thriller which takes the extramarital affair trope in
some intriguingly weird new directions.”--Entertainment Weekly I’m embarrassed, still, by how long
it took me to notice. Everything was right there in the open, right there in front of me, but it still
took me so long to see the person I had married. It took me so long to hate him. Martine is a
genetically cloned replica made from Evelyn Caldwell’s award-winning research. She’s patient and
gentle and obedient. She’s everything Evelyn swore she’d never be. And she’s having an affair with
Evelyn’s husband. Now, the cheating bastard is dead, and both Caldwell wives have a mess to clean
up. Good thing Evelyn Caldwell is used to getting her hands dirty. At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  leave the world behind novel analysis: Becoming Eve Abby Stein, 2019-11-12 The powerful
coming-of-age story of an ultra-Orthodox child who was born to become a rabbinic leader and
instead became a woman Abby Stein was raised in a Hasidic Jewish community in Brooklyn, isolated
in a culture that lives according to the laws and practices of eighteenth-century Eastern Europe,
speaking only Yiddish and Hebrew and shunning modern life. Stein was born as the first son in a
dynastic rabbinical family, poised to become a leader of the next generation of Hasidic Jews. But
Abby felt certain at a young age that she was a girl. She suppressed her desire for a new body while
looking for answers wherever she could find them, from forbidden religious texts to smuggled
secular examinations of faith. Finally, she orchestrated a personal exodus from ultra-Orthodox
manhood to mainstream femininity-a radical choice that forced her to leave her home, her family,
her way of life. Powerful in the truths it reveals about biology, culture, faith, and identity, Becoming
Eve poses the enduring question: How far will you go to become the person you were meant to be?
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