leaves of grass analysis

Leaves of Grass Analysis: A Deep Dive into
Whitman's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass is more than just a collection of poems; it's
a revolutionary work that redefined American poetry and continues to resonate
with readers today. This comprehensive analysis delves into the heart of
Whitman's masterpiece, exploring its themes, poetic style, and lasting
impact. We'll dissect key poems, uncover hidden meanings, and examine the
controversies that surrounded its publication. Whether you're a seasoned
Whitman scholar or a newcomer to his work, this in-depth exploration will
equip you with a deeper understanding and appreciation of this iconic text.
Prepare to journey through the sprawling landscape of Leaves of Grass,
uncovering its profound beauty and enduring relevance.

I. The Revolutionary Spirit of Leaves of Grass

Whitman's ambition in crafting Leaves of Grass was nothing short of
audacious. He aimed to create a truly American epic, reflecting the
burgeoning nation's diversity, energy, and democratic ideals. Unlike the
constrained, formal poetry of his time, Whitman embraced free verse, creating
a style that mirrored the untamed spirit of the American landscape and its
people. This revolutionary approach, initially met with criticism and even
outrage, ultimately paved the way for modern poetry and its exploration of
unconventional forms and themes. The rejection of traditional rhyme schemes
and meter allowed Whitman to capture the natural rhythms of speech and
thought, forging a uniquely intimate connection with the reader. This section
will explore the historical context of Leaves of Grass's creation and the
radical departure it represented from established poetic conventions. We'll
examine Whitman's deliberate challenge to societal norms and his commitment
to representing the marginalized and often unheard voices of his time.

IT. Key Themes and Motifs in Leaves of Grass

Leaves of Grass is a tapestry woven with numerous interwoven themes and
motifs, many of which are explored through the recurring presence of specific
symbols and images. Among the most prominent are:

Democracy and Equality: Whitman's fervent belief in democratic ideals
permeates the entire collection. He celebrates the common person, recognizing
the inherent worth and dignity in every individual, regardless of background
or social standing. He envisions a society united by shared humanity,
transcending social hierarchies and embracing inclusivity.



Nature and the Self: The natural world serves as a powerful symbol throughout
Leaves of Grass, often mirroring the inner landscape of the speaker.
Whitman's poems blur the boundaries between humanity and nature, highlighting
the interconnectedness of all living things. The human body, too, is
celebrated as a beautiful and sacred entity, a stark contrast to the more
repressed attitudes of his era.

Sexuality and Love: Whitman's frank and often explicit treatment of sexuality
was groundbreaking for its time, sparking considerable controversy. His poems
explore the complexities of human desire and intimacy, transcending gender
norms and celebrating the beauty of both platonic and romantic love in its
diverse forms. This exploration challenged Victorian sensibilities and helped
pave the way for more open discussions about sexuality in literature.

Death and Immortality: The themes of death and mortality are interwoven with
those of life and renewal. Whitman grapples with the inevitability of death,
yet finds solace in the interconnectedness of life and the enduring spirit of
humanity. The cyclical nature of life and death is a recurring motif,
offering a perspective on mortality that is both accepting and celebratory.

ITI. Analysis of Select Poems:

This section will focus on in-depth analysis of several pivotal poems within
Leaves of Grass, including:

"Song of Myself": Arguably the most famous poem in the collection, "Song of
Myself" is a sprawling, celebratory exploration of self, identity, and the
interconnectedness of all things. We will examine its structure, imagery, and
recurring motifs to understand its significance within the larger context of
the work.

"I Sing the Body Electric": This poem's bold celebration of the human body
and its sensual experiences directly challenged the Victorian-era's
repressive attitudes towards sexuality. We will examine its impact and its
contribution to the ongoing conversation about body positivity and self-
acceptance.

"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd": This elegy written after the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln, demonstrates Whitman's ability to blend
personal grief with national mourning, using powerful imagery and symbolism
to express profound loss and hope.

IV. The Evolution of Leaves of Grass

Leaves of Grass was not a static work; it underwent significant revisions and
expansions throughout Whitman's lifetime. Each edition reflected his evolving
thoughts and experiences, adding new poems and revising existing ones. We'll
trace the evolution of the collection, noting the changes in style, themes,
and overall approach. This section will highlight the process of Whitman's
creative evolution and how his work reflects the changing social and
political landscapes of his time.

V. The Legacy of Leaves of Grass

Leaves of Grass continues to exert a profound influence on literature and



culture. Its impact can be seen in the work of countless poets and writers
who followed in Whitman's footsteps, embracing free verse, celebrating
diversity, and challenging societal norms. Its enduring legacy lies in its
ability to speak to the universal human experience, bridging divides and
fostering a sense of shared humanity. This final section will explore
Whitman's lasting contribution to American literature and his continued
relevance in contemporary society.

Detailed Outline of Leaves of Grass Analysis:
Title: A Comprehensive Analysis of Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass

Introduction: Brief overview of Leaves of Grass and the analysis's scope.
Chapter 1: The Revolutionary Context: Examination of the historical and
literary context, highlighting Whitman's radical departure from traditional
poetic forms.

Chapter 2: Recurring Themes and Motifs: In-depth exploration of key themes
such as democracy, nature, sexuality, death, and immortality.

Chapter 3: Close Readings of Select Poems: Detailed analysis of "Song of
Myself," "I Sing the Body Electric," and "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard
Bloom'd."

Chapter 4: The Evolution of the Collection: Tracking the changes and
revisions across different editions of Leaves of Grass.

Chapter 5: Enduring Legacy and Influence: Discussion of Whitman's lasting
impact on American literature and contemporary society.

Conclusion: Summary of key findings and reflection on the enduring power of
Leaves of Grass.

(The detailed explanations of each chapter point are provided above in the
main body of the article.)

FAQs:

1. What is the main theme of Leaves of Grass? While encompassing many
themes, the core theme revolves around celebrating democracy,
individuality, and the interconnectedness of all life, both human and
natural.

1. What makes Whitman's poetic style unique? Whitman pioneered free verse,
rejecting traditional rhyme and meter to capture the natural rhythms of
speech and thought.



1. Why was Leaves of Grass controversial? Its frank treatment of sexuality
and its unconventional poetic style challenged Victorian sensibilities.

1. How did Leaves of Grass influence American literature? It paved the way
for modern poetry, influencing generations of poets with its free verse
and focus on celebrating everyday life.

1. What is the significance of "Song of Myself"? It's a cornerstone of the
collection, exploring self-discovery, identity, and the
interconnectedness of all things.

1. What is the role of nature in Leaves of Grass? Nature serves as a
powerful symbol, often mirroring the speaker's inner landscape and
emphasizing the harmony between humanity and the natural world.

1. How does Whitman portray death in his poems? He confronts death directly
but views it as part of a natural cycle, connected to life and renewal.

1. How many editions of Leaves of Grass were there? Whitman published
several editions throughout his life, significantly revising and
expanding the collection with each iteration.

1. Why is Leaves of Grass still relevant today? Its themes of democracy,
equality, and the celebration of the individual remain profoundly
resonant in contemporary society.

Related Articles:

1. Walt Whitman's Life and Influences: Exploring Whitman's biography and
the social and cultural forces that shaped his work.



2. The Use of Symbolism in Leaves of Grass: A detailed examination of the
key symbols and their meanings within the collection.

3. Whitman's Free Verse Technique: Analyzing the unique characteristics of
Whitman's revolutionary poetic style.

4. Comparative Analysis of Leaves of Grass and other 19th-Century Poetry:
Examining how Whitman's work differs from and interacts with its
contemporaries.

5. The Reception and Criticism of Leaves of Grass: Exploring the initial
reactions and the evolving critical assessments of Whitman's
masterpiece.

6. Whitman's Political Views and Their Reflection in Leaves of Grass: An
analysis of the political ideologies present in Whitman's work.

7. The Influence of Transcendentalism on Leaves of Grass: Exploring the
connections between Whitman's poetry and the Transcendentalist movement.

8. Whitman's Portrayal of the American Landscape: Examining the
representation of American nature and its significance in his work.

9. Teaching Leaves of Grass in the Classroom: Strategies and approaches for
effectively engaging students with Whitman's poetry.

leaves of grass analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 1872

leaves of grass analysis: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2024-03-20 One of the Greatest
Poems in American Literature Walt Whitman (1819-1892) was considered by many to be one of the
most important American poets of all time. He had a profound influence on all those who came after
him. “Song of Myself”, a portion of Whitman’s monumental poetry collection “Leaves of Grass”, is
one of his most beloved poems. It was through this moving piece that Whitman first made himself
known to the world. One of the most acclaimed of all American poems, it is written in Whitman'’s
signature free verse style, without a regular form, meter, or rhythm. His lines have a mesmerizing
chant-like quality, as he sought to make poetry more appealing. Few poems are as fun to read aloud
as this one. Considered to be the core of his poetic vision, this poem is an optimistic and
inspirational look at the world in 1855. It is exhilarating, epic, and fresh in its brilliant and
fascinating diction and wordplay as it tries to capture the unique meaning of words of the day, while
also embracing the rapidly evolving vocabularies of the sciences and the streets. Far ahead of its
time, it was considered by many social conservatives to be scandalous and obscene for its depiction
of sexuality and desire, while at the same time, critics hailed the poem as a modern masterpiece.
This first version of “Song of Myself” is far superior to the later versions and will delight readers
with the playfulness of its diction as it glorifies the self, body, and soul. “I am large, I contain
multitudes,”

leaves of grass analysis: On Whitman C. K. Williams, 2017-01-31 Pulitzer Prize-winning poet
C. K. Williams's personal reflection on the art of Walt Whitman In this book, Pulitzer Prize-winning
poet C. K. Williams sets aside the mass of biography and literary criticism that has accumulated



around Walt Whitman and attempts to go back to Leaves of Grass as he first encountered it—to
explore why Whitman's epic continues to inspire and sometimes daunt him. The result is a personal
reassessment and appreciation of one master poet by another, as well as an unconventional and
brilliant introduction to Whitman. Beautifully written and rich with insight, this is a book that
refreshes our ability to see Whitman in all his power.

leaves of grass analysis: Poems by Walt Whitman Walt Whitman, 2016-04-22 Walt Whitman is
widely regarded as one of the masters of American poetry. Here are collected his finest poems, a
perfect companion for any fan of Whitman's work.

leaves of grass analysis: Memories of President Lincoln Walt Whitman, 1906

leaves of grass analysis: What Is the Grass Mark Doty, 2021-04-06 “[An] incisive, personal
mediation.” —New York Times Book Review Mark Doty has always felt haunted by Walt Whitman's
perennially new American voice, and by his equally radical claims about body and soul. In What Is
the Grass, Doty effortlessly blends biography, criticism, and memoir to keep company with Whitman
and his Leaves of Grass, tracing the resonances between his own experience and the legendary
poet’s life and work.

leaves of grass analysis: Whitman's Poetry of the Body M. Jimmie Killingsworth, 1989 This
book combines literary and historical analysis in a study of sexuality in Walt Whitman's work.
Informed by his new historicist understanding of the construction of literary texts, Jimmie
Killingsworth examines the progression of Whitman's poetry an

leaves of grass analysis: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2016-10-15 This book offers the most
comprehensive and detailed reading to date of Song of Myself. One of the most distinguished critics
in Whitman Studies, Ed Folsom, and one of the nation’s most prominent writers and literary figures,
Christopher Merrill, carry on a dialog with Whitman, and with each other, section by section, as they
invite readers to enter into the conversation about how the poem develops, moves, improvises, and
surprises. Instead of picking and choosing particular passages to support a reading of the poem,
Folsom and Merrill take Whitman at his word and interact with “every atom” of his work. The book
presents Whitman's final version of the poem, arranged in fifty-two sections; each section is followed
by Folsom’s detailed critical examination of the passage, and then Merrill offers a poet’s perspective,
suggesting broader contexts for thinking about both the passage in question and the entire poem.

leaves of grass analysis: Autumn Rivulets Walt Whitman, 2013-08 AUTUMN RIVULETS Part
1. As Consequent, Etc. As consequent from store of summer rains, Or wayward rivulets in autumn
flowing, Or many a herb-lined brook's reticulations, Or subterranean sea-rills making for the sea,
Songs of continued years I sing. Life's ever-modern rapids first, (soon, soon to blend, With the old
streams of death.) Some threading Ohio's farm-fields or the woods, Some down Colorado's canons
from sources of perpetual snow, Some half-hid in Oregon, or away southward in Texas, Some in the
north finding their way to Erie, Niagara, Ottawa, Some to Atlantica's bays, and so to the great salt
brine...

leaves of grass analysis: The Postcolonial and Imperial Experience in American
Transcendentalism M. Paryz, 2012-01-30 Analyses literary representations of the American
experience in selected works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Walt Whitman.
Reveals the ambivalence that underlay the cultural and political development of the United States as
a former colony.

leaves of grass analysis: Whitman, Slavery, and the Emergence of Leaves of Grass Martin
Klammer, 2010-11-01

leaves of grass analysis: The Structure of Leaves of Grass Thomas Edward Crawley,
2014-06-30 Modern critics and contemporary readers familiar with the field of Whitman criticism
may find surprising an analysis of the structure of Leaves of Grass that concerns itself with Whitman
as the poet-prophet and the identification of Whitman (or of his persona in the poem) with Christ.
Early twentieth-century criticism has tended to exalt the early Whitman at the expense of the later
one and to regard as poetically inferior the image of the national and democratically prophetic
Whitman as expressed in the later editions. Thomas Edward Crawley, in full knowledge of the



contemporary currents of Whitman criticism, chooses to revert to this older view, through which he
sheds new light on Whitman'’s artistic achievement. The basic premise of this study is that Walt
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass is a unified work, lyrical, yet epic in quality, design, and spirit. Crawley’s
purpose is to demonstrate the basis of this unity: its origin and operation and the nature of its
realization. He demonstrates that an aesthetically maturing Whitman, in this work, was finally able
to harmoniously bring together his individual and social subject matter. Crawley defines the unifying
spirit of Leaves of Grass in terms of Whitman'’s concept of the poet-prophet and the poet-reader
relationship. This concept is conveyed primarily through the development of the Christ- symbol, the
dominant image in the poem. Through a careful analysis of Whitman’s handling of the simultaneous
development of the poet-prophet and the nation, his masterful fusion of the personal element and
the national element, an understanding of the complex structure of Leaves of Grass emerges.
Crawley presents an analysis of Whitman'’s final and carefully arrived at grouping of the lyrics in the
1881 edition according to a definite, distinguishable pattern—a pattern revealed in Whitman’s use of
allusions, in his transitional poems and passages, and, most important, in his thematic handling of
imagery. The cumulative effect of these devices is emphasized. The organic development of Leaves
of Grass, made possible by Whitman'’s faith in and careful adherence to his concept of the organic
theory of art, is substantiated. Crawley concludes his analysis with a detailed examination of the
growth of Leaves of Grass as reflected in the various editions leading up to the 1881 volume, the last
to be revised and published by Whitman.

leaves of grass analysis: Passage to India Walt Whitman, 1870

leaves of grass analysis: [ Hear America Singing Walt Whitman, 1991 Whitman's famous
poem, accompanied by linoleum-cut illustrations, depicts people at work all over an earlier America.

leaves of grass analysis: There was a Child Went Forth Walt Whitman, 1943

leaves of grass analysis: Specimen Days and Collect Walt Whitman, 1883

leaves of grass analysis: When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer Walt Whitman, 2004-11-01
Leave time for wonder. Walt Whitman's When [ Heard the Learn'd Astronomer is an enduring
celebration of the imagination. Here, Whitman's wise words are beautifully recast by New York
Times #1 best-selling illustrator Loren Long to tell the story of a boy's fascination with the heavens.
Toy rocket in hand, the boy finds himself in a crowded, stuffy lecture hall. At first he is amazed by
the charts and the figures. But when he finds himself overwhelmed by the pontifications of an
academic, he retreats to the great outdoors and does something as universal as the stars
themselves... he dreams.

leaves of grass analysis: Mowing Leaves of Grass Matt Sedillo, 2019-12-22 Matt Sedillo's
poetic work is full of history, struggle, tragedy, anger, joy, despair, possibility and faith inthe
struggles of working class people to overcome the forces of capitalism and racism. If
PatriceLumumba, Rosa Luxembourg, Emiliano Zapata and Ella Baker were alive today, they would
all be readingand sharing Matt Sedillo's work with their comrades in service of organizing the next
revolution. He istruly the poet laureate of struggle. - Paul Ortiz, Author of Emancipation Betrayed
and Director of theSamuel Proctor Oral History Program

leaves of grass analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 2006-08-01 A collection of
quintessentially American poems, the seminal work of one of the most influential writers of the
nineteenth century. Leaves of Grass is a collection of poems, the most famous of which is Song of
Myself; however there are many others in the collection that display his poetic ability equally well,
such as I Sing the Body Electric, Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking, and his homage to the
assassinated Abraham Lincoln, O Captain! My Captain! The collection is notable for its delight in,
and praise of, the senses. Where much previous poetry, especially English, relied on symbolism,
allegory, and meditation on the religious and spiritual, Leaves of Grass exalted the body and the
material world. Influenced by the Transcendentalist movement, itself an offshoot of (especially
German) Romanticism, Whitman's poetry praises Nature and the individual human's role therein.
However, Whitman does not diminish the role of the mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the
human form and the human mind, deeming both worthy of poetic praise. This edition includes: -A




concise introduction that gives readers important background information -A chronology of the
author's life and work -A timeline of significant events that provides the book's historical context -An
outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed
explanatory notes -Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern perspectives on the work
-Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group interaction -A list of
recommended related books and films to broaden the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer
readers affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and insightful
commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate,
understand, and enjoy the world s finest books to their full potential.

leaves of grass analysis: Walt Whitman's Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2013-10-18 Since
1855, Walt Whitman's Song of Myself has been enjoyed, debated, parodied and imitated by readers,
critics and artists crossing national and linguistic boundaries. Many argue that it is the most
influential poem ever written by an American. This sourcebook and critical edition provides easy
access to: * information on the contexts of Whitman's work, including biographical details and a
chronology * an overview of the critical reception of the poem and extracts from important criticism,
reprinted with clear introductory headnotes * key passages from the original 1855 edition, with
commentary and annotation * the full 'final' 1881 edition of the poem. Cross-references link the
critical, contextual and textual sections of the volume, encouraging an integrated understanding of
this creative and controversial text. Complementing a wealth of material with suggestions for further
reading, this volume is ideal for readers with no knowledge of the poem, or for those returning anew
to a favourite text.

leaves of grass analysis: If - Rudyard Kipling, 1918

leaves of grass analysis: House of Leaves Mark Z. Danielewski, 2000-03-07 “A novelistic
mosaic that simultaneously reads like a thriller and like a strange, dreamlike excursion into the
subconscious.” —The New York Times Years ago, when House of Leaves was first being passed
around, it was nothing more than a badly bundled heap of paper, parts of which would occasionally
surface on the Internet. No one could have anticipated the small but devoted following this terrifying
story would soon command. Starting with an odd assortment of marginalized youth -- musicians,
tattoo artists, programmers, strippers, environmentalists, and adrenaline junkies -- the book
eventually made its way into the hands of older generations, who not only found themselves in those
strangely arranged pages but also discovered a way back into the lives of their estranged children.
Now this astonishing novel is made available in book form, complete with the original colored words,
vertical footnotes, and second and third appendices. The story remains unchanged, focusing on a
young family that moves into a small home on Ash Tree Lane where they discover something is
terribly wrong: their house is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Of course, neither
Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Will Navidson nor his companion Karen Green was prepared
to face the consequences of that impossibility, until the day their two little children wandered off
and their voices eerily began to return another story -- of creature darkness, of an ever-growing
abyss behind a closet door, and of that unholy growl which soon enough would tear through their
walls and consume all their dreams.

leaves of grass analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 1855

leaves of grass analysis: The Way of Kings Brandon Sanderson, 2014-03-04 A new epic fantasy
series from the New York Times bestselling author chosen to complete Robert Jordan's The Wheel of
Time® Series

leaves of grass analysis: LEAVES OF GRASS WALT WHITMAN, 1892

leaves of grass analysis: The the World Below the Brine Walt Whitman, 2021-08-10
Nineteenth-century poet Walt Whitman employs the language of his day to express a wonder about
the world below the sea that is timeless.

leaves of grass analysis: The Cherry Tree Ruskin Bond, 2012-11-15 Rakesh plants a cherry
seedling in his garden and watches it grow. As seasons go by, the small tree survives heavy monsoon
showers, a hungry goat that eats most of the leaves and a grass cutter who splits it into two with one




sweep. At last, on his ninth birthday, Rakesh is rewarded with a miraculous sight—the first pink
blossoms of his precious cherry tree! This beautifully illustrated edition brings alive the magical
charm of one of Ruskin Bond’s most unforgettable tales.

leaves of grass analysis: The Complete Poems Walt Whitman, 2004-08-26 In 1855 Walt
Whitman published Leaves of Grass, the work which defined him as one of America's most influential
voices, and which he added to throughout his life. A collection of astonishing originality and
intensity, it spoke of politics, sexual emancipation and what it meant to be an American. From the
joyful 'Song of Myself' and 'l Sing the Body Electric' to the elegiac 'When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard
Bloom'd', Whitman's art fuses oratory, journalism and song in a vivid celebration of humanity.

leaves of grass analysis: Song of the Broad-axe Walt Whitman, 1924 Complete set of the
thirteen woodcut illustrations used in the 1924 edition of Song of the Broad-axe by Walt Whitman,
published by Centaur Press in Philadelphia. Each woodcut is titled and numbered 16. The titles are
(as they appear in the book): No.I, Ship struck in storm, Beauty of woodmen, building, the forger,
hell of war, The great city, of the best-bodied mothers, the hammers-men, the headsman, solid
forest, the liquor-bar, and No.II.

leaves of grass analysis: Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator Roald Dahl, 2007-08-16
From the bestselling author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG! Last seen flying
through the sky in a giant elevator in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Charlie Bucket's back for
another adventure. When the giant elevator picks up speed, Charlie, Willy Wonka, and the gang are
sent hurtling through space and time. Visiting the world™ first space hotel, battling the dreaded
Vermicious Knids, and saving the world are only a few stops along this remarkable, intergalactic
joyride.

leaves of grass analysis: The Republic of Poetry Martin Espada, 2006 The heart of this
collection is a cycle of Chile poems by the Pablo Neruda of North American authors (Sandra
Cisneros).

leaves of grass analysis: The Selected Poems of Walt Whitman Walt Whitman, 1970

leaves of grass analysis: The Plural of Us Bonnie Costello, 2020-06-09 The Plural of Us is the
first book to focus on the poet’s use of the first-person plural voice—poetry’s “we.” Closely exploring
the work of W. H. Auden, Bonnie Costello uncovers the trove of thought and feeling carried in this
small word. While lyric has long been associated with inwardness and a voice saying “I,” “we” has
hardly been noticed, even though it has appeared throughout the history of poetry. Reading for this
pronoun in its variety and ambiguity, Costello explores the communal function of poetry—the
reasons, risks, and rewards of the first-person plural. Costello adopts a taxonomic approach to her
subject, considering “we” from its most constricted to its fully unbounded forms. She also takes a
historical perspective, following Auden’s interest in the full range of “the human pluralities” in a
time of particular pressure for and against the collective. Costello offers new readings as she tracks
his changing approach to voice in democracy. Examples from many other poets—including Walt
Whitman, T. S. Eliot, Elizabeth Bishop, and Wallace Stevens—arise throughout the book, and the
final chapter offers a consideration of how contemporary writers find form for what George Oppen
called “the meaning of being numerous.” Connecting insights to philosophy of language and to
recent work in concepts of community, The Plural of Us shows how poetry raises vital
questions—Iliterary and social—about how we speak of our togetherness.

leaves of grass analysis: The Routledge Encyclopedia of Walt Whitman J.R. LeMaster, Donald
D. Kummings, 2013-09-05 The Routledge Encyclopedia of Walt Whitman presents a comprehensive
resource complied by over 200 internationally recognized contributors, including such leading
Whitman scholars as James E. Miller, Jr., Roger Asselineau, Betsy Erkkila, and Joel Myerson. Now
available for the first time in paperback, this volume comprises more than 750 entries arranged in
convenient alphabetical format. Coverage includes: biographical information: all names, dates,
places, and events important to understanding Whitman's life and careerWhitman's works: essays on
all eight editions of Leaves of Grass, major poems and poem clusters, principal essays and prose
works, as well as his more than two dozen short stories and the novel, Franklin Evansprominent



themes and concepts: essays on such major topics as democracy, slavery, the Civil War, immortality,
sexuality, and the women's rights movement.significant forms and techniques: such as prosody,
symbolism, free verse, and humourimportant trends and critical approaches in Whitman studies:
including new historicist and cultural criticism, psychological explorations, and controversial issues
of sexual identitysurveys of Whitman's international impact as well as an assessment of his literary
legacy. Useful for students, researchers, librarians, teachers, and Whitman devotees, this volume
features extensive cross-references, numerous photographs of the poet, a chronology, a special
appendix section tracking the poet's genealogy, and a thorough index. Each entry includes a
bibliography for further study.

leaves of grass analysis: Ode to a Nightingale John Keats, 2017-11-15 Ode to a Nightingale
is either the garden of the Spaniards Inn, Hampstead, London, or, according to Keats' friend Charles
Armitage Brown, under a plum tree in the garden of Keats House, also in Hampstead. According to
Brown, a nightingale had built its nest near his home in the spring of 1819. Inspired by the bird's
song, Keats composed the poem in one day. It soon became one of his 1819 odes and was first
published in Annals of the Fine Arts the following July. Ode to a Nightingale is a personal poem that
describes Keats's journey into the state of Negative Capability. The tone of the poem rejects the
optimistic pursuit of pleasure found within Keats's earlier poems and explores the themes of nature,
transience and mortality, the latter being particularly personal to Keats. The nightingale described
within the poem experiences a type of death but does not actually die. Instead, the songbird is
capable of living through its song, which is a fate that humans cannot expect. John Keats
(1795-1821) was an English Romantic poet. The poetry of Keats is characterized by sensual imagery,
most notably in the series of odes. Today his poems and letters are some of the most popular and
most analyzed in English literature.

leaves of grass analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 2003-12

leaves of grass analysis: Walt Whitman's "song of Myself" Edwin Haviland Miller, 1989 One of
Walt Whitman's most loved and greatest poems, Song of Myself is an optimistic and inspirational
look at the world. Originally published as part of Leaves of Grass in 1855, Song of Myself is as
accessible and important today as when it was first written. Read Song of Myself and enjoy a true
poetic masterpiece.

leaves of grass analysis: Nothing But Miracles Walt Whitman, 2003 Combining the verses of
a poem from Walt Whitman's collection Leaves of Grass with charming collage illustrations of a cat
family, Roth shows young readers how much there is to celebrate in nature and in life. Full color.

leaves of grass analysis: Breaking Bad David Thomson, 2015 The ultimate official guide to
Breaking Bad--one of the most critically acclaimed series ever produced. Adapted and expanded
from an interactive e-book available only on the iPad, it's filled with insider secrets, interpretations
of the show's iconography, a series timeline, exclusive interviews with creator Vince Gilligan, and
much more. Bad fans will enjoy the many new images, and insightful commentary by
world-renowned film critic David Thomson.

leaves of grass analysis: Lost Spring Anees Jung, 2005 Case studies of economically
disadvantaged children and their labor in different Indian industries.
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