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Introduction:

Langston Hughes’ powerful poem, “Let America Be America Again,” isn't simply
a patriotic ode; it’s a visceral critique of the American Dream's inherent
hypocrisy. Published during the turbulent era of the Great Depression and the
burgeoning Civil Rights Movement, the poem serves as a poignant indictment of
systemic racism and inequality, exposing the stark contrast between the
nation's ideals and its harsh realities. This in-depth literary analysis will
delve into the poem's intricate structure, symbolism, and historical context,
unveiling the layers of meaning that resonate even today. We’ll explore the
poem's use of irony, its powerful imagery, and the lasting impact it has had
on discussions of American identity and social justice. Prepare to embark on
a journey into the heart of one of the most important and enduring works of
American literature.

I. The American Dream: A Promise Betrayed

Hughes masterfully employs the recurring motif of the "American Dream"
throughout the poem. However, he doesn't present it as a celebratory anthem;
instead, he exposes its deceptive nature. The poem begins with a seemingly
idealistic vision of America, a land of opportunity and freedom. This initial
portrayal, however, acts as a stark counterpoint to the subsequent verses
which reveal the brutal reality of discrimination and oppression faced by
marginalized groups. The repeated refrain, "Let America be America again,"
serves as a biting irony, highlighting the chasm between the promised land
and the lived experiences of many Americans. The speaker’s yearning for a
truly egalitarian America underscores the poem's central theme: the urgent
need for the nation to live up to its own ideals.

II. Structure and Form: A Deliberate Construction

The poem's structure is crucial to its impact. It's not a straightforward
narrative; instead, it shifts perspectives and tones, mirroring the
fragmented nature of the American experience. The alternating verses between
the idealized America and the harsh reality create a powerful juxtaposition,
forcing the reader to confront the uncomfortable truths buried beneath the
veneer of national pride. The use of anaphora, particularly the repetition of
"Let America be America again," creates a rhythmic pulse that reinforces the
poem's urgency and emotional intensity. This repetitive structure also



emphasizes the speaker’s persistent longing for a better America, a longing
that is continuously frustrated by the ongoing inequalities.

III. Symbolism and Imagery: Painting a Vivid Picture

Hughes's use of symbolism and imagery is potent and evocative. He paints
vivid pictures of both the promised land and its stark contrast. Images of
"golden door," "spacious skies," and "shining sea" represent the idealized
America, while the subsequent verses depict the stark realities of poverty,
discrimination, and exploitation. The "dark faces" and "broken dreams" are
stark symbols of the injustices faced by African Americans and other
marginalized communities. The use of these contrasting images emphasizes the
hypocrisy at the heart of the American experience, creating a lasting
impression on the reader.

IV. Historical Context: A Product of its Time

Understanding the historical context of "Let America Be America Again" is
essential to fully grasping its significance. Written during the Great
Depression, the poem reflects the economic hardship and social unrest of the
time. The poem’s publication shortly before the burgeoning Civil Rights
Movement places it within a critical period of American history, when racial
inequalities were being openly challenged. This historical context lends
weight to the poem’s critique, highlighting the systemic issues that have
persisted throughout American history. The poem's message resonates deeply
because it speaks to the ongoing struggle for equality and social justice.

V. Legacy and Enduring Relevance

The poem's enduring relevance lies in its timeless message. Despite the
passage of time, the issues of inequality and social injustice that Hughes
addresses remain painfully relevant. The poem's powerful critique of the
American Dream continues to inspire conversations about race, class, and the
ongoing struggle for a more just and equitable society. Its enduring power
lies in its ability to evoke strong emotions and prompt critical reflection
on the nation's history and its present state. It serves as a constant
reminder of the need for continuous striving towards the ideal of a truly
inclusive and just America.
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FAQs:

What is the main theme of "Let America Be America Again"? The main theme1.
is the hypocrisy of the American Dream, exposing the stark contrast
between the nation's ideals and the reality of systemic racism and
inequality.

What literary devices does Hughes use in the poem? Hughes uses anaphora,1.
symbolism, imagery, juxtaposition, and irony to powerful effect.

What is the significance of the repeated line "Let America be America1.
again"? The repetition serves as a powerful irony, highlighting the
persistent gap between the ideal America and the lived experience of
many.

How does the poem reflect the historical context of its time? The poem1.
reflects the economic hardship of the Great Depression and the rising
tide of the Civil Rights Movement.

Who is the speaker in the poem? The speaker is ambiguous, representing1.



various marginalized voices yearning for a better America.

What is the significance of the imagery of "golden door" and "spacious1.
skies"? These images represent the idealized, promised land of America,
contrasting sharply with the harsh realities depicted later.

How does the poem use juxtaposition? The poem juxtaposes the idealistic1.
vision of America with the harsh realities faced by marginalized groups,
creating a powerful contrast.

What is the overall tone of the poem? The poem’s tone is a complex blend1.
of hope, despair, anger, and yearning for a better future.

What is the poem’s lasting impact? The poem continues to resonate1.
because it tackles timeless issues of social justice and inequality,
prompting ongoing conversations about the American Dream and its
promises.
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works of Langston Hughes.

The Harlem Renaissance and its Influence on American Literature: An2.
exploration of the literary and cultural movement that shaped Hughes's
work.

Analyzing the Use of Irony in Langston Hughes' Poetry: A detailed3.
examination of irony's role in Hughes's poetic style.

The American Dream: A Critical Analysis: An exploration of the concept4.
of the American Dream and its evolution throughout history.

Social Justice in 20th-Century American Literature: An examination of5.
how social justice issues are addressed in literature of that era.

Langston Hughes' Use of Imagery and Symbolism: A deep dive into the6.



symbolic and imagistic elements of Hughes's poetry.

Comparing and Contrasting Hughes' Poetry with that of other Harlem7.
Renaissance Poets: A comparative analysis of Hughes's work with other
prominent voices of the era.

The Impact of the Great Depression on American Literature: Examining how8.
the Great Depression shaped the literary landscape.

The Civil Rights Movement and its Literary Reflections: Exploring how9.
the Civil Rights Movement found expression in literature.

  let america be america again literary analysis: The Weary Blues Langston Hughes,
2022-01-31 Immediately celebrated as a tour de force upon its release, Langston Hughes's first
published collection of poems still offers a powerful reflection of the Black experience. From The
Weary Blues to Dream Variation, Hughes writes clearly and colorfully, and his words remain
prophetic.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Yellow Woman Leslie Marmon Silko, 1993
Ambiguous and unsettling, Silko's Yellow Woman explores one woman's desires and changes--her
need to open herself to a richer sensuality. Walking away from her everyday identity as daughter,
wife and mother, she takes possession of transgressive feelings and desires by recognizing them in
the stories she has heard, by blurring the boundaries between herself and the Yellow Woman of
myth.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Hill We Climb Amanda Gorman,
2021-03-30 The instant #1 New York Times bestseller and #1 USA Today bestseller Amanda
Gorman’s electrifying and historic poem “The Hill We Climb,” read at President Joe Biden’s
inauguration, is now available as a collectible gift edition. “Stunning.” —CNN “Dynamic.” —NPR
“Deeply rousing and uplifting.” —Vogue On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and
youngest poet to deliver a poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Taking the stage after the
46th president of the United States, Joe Biden, Gorman captivated the nation and brought hope to
viewers around the globe with her call for unity and healing. Her poem “The Hill We Climb: An
Inaugural Poem for the Country” can now be cherished in this special gift edition, perfect for any
reader looking for some inspiration. Including an enduring foreword by Oprah Winfrey, this
remarkable keepsake celebrates the promise of America and affirms the power of poetry.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Collected Poems of Langston
Hughes James Langston Hughes, 1994 Here, for the first time, is a complete collection of Langston
Hughes's poetry - 860 poems that sound the heartbeat of black life in America during five turbulent
decades, from the 1920s through the 1960s.
  let america be america again literary analysis: I Hear America Singing Walt Whitman, 1991
Whitman's famous poem, accompanied by linoleum-cut illustrations, depicts people at work all over
an earlier America.
  let america be america again literary analysis: O Pioneers! Willa Cather, 2024-07-15 When
the young Swedish-descended Alexandra Bergson inherits her father's farm in Nebraska, she must
transform the land from a wind-swept prairie landscape into a thriving enterprise. She dedicates
herself completely to the land—at the cost of great sacrifices. O Pioneers! [1913] is Willa Cather's
great masterpiece about American pioneers, where the land is as important a character as the
people who cultivate it. WILLA CATHER [1873-1947] was an American author. After studying at the



University of Nebraska, she worked as a teacher and journalist. Cather's novels often focus on
settlers in the USA with a particular emphasis on female pioneers. In 1923, she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for the novel One of Ours, and in 1943, she was elected to the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Sweat Lynn Nottage, 2018-02-07 Winner of
the 2017 Pulitzer Prize. Filled with warm humor and tremendous heart, SWEAT tells the story of a
group of friends who have spent their lives sharing drinks, secrets, and laughs while working
together on the factory floor. But when layoffs and picket lines begin to chip away at their trust, the
friends find themselves pitted against each other in a heart-wrenching fight to stay afloat.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Not Without Laughter Langston Hughes,
2012-03-05 Poet Langston Hughes' only novel, a coming-of-age tale that unfolds amid an African
American family in rural Kansas, explores the dilemmas of life in a racially divided society.
  let america be america again literary analysis: One Today Richard Blanco, 2015-11-03 One
Today is a poem celebrating America. President Barack Obama invited Richard Blanco to write a
poem to share at his second presidential inauguration. That poem is One Today, a lush and lyrical,
patriotic commemoration of America from dawn to dusk and from coast to coast. Brought to life here
by beloved, award-winning artist Dav Pilkey, One Today is a tribute to a nation where the
extraordinary happens every single day.
  let america be america again literary analysis: I, Too, Am America Langston Hughes,
2012-05-22 Winner of the Coretta Scott King illustrator award, I, Too, Am America blends the poetic
wisdom of Langston Hughes with visionary illustrations from Bryan Collier in this inspirational
picture book that carries the promise of equality. I, too, sing America. I am the darker brother. They
send me to eat in the kitchen When company comes, But I laugh, And eat well, And grow strong.
Langston Hughes was a courageous voice of his time, and his authentic call for equality still rings
true today. Beautiful paintings from Barack Obama illustrator Bryan Collier accompany and reinvent
the celebrated lines of the poem I, Too, creating a breathtaking reminder to all Americans that we
are united despite our differences. This picture book of Langston Hughes’s celebrated poem, I, Too,
Am America, is also a Common Core Text Exemplar for Poetry.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Being Brought from Africa to America - The
Best of Phillis Wheatley Phillis Wheatley, 2020-07-31 Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753–1784) was an
American freed slave and poet who wrote the first book of poetry by an African-American. Sold into a
slavery in West Africa at the age of around seven, she was taken to North America where she served
the Wheatley family of Boston. Phillis was tutored in reading and writing by Mary, the Wheatleys'
18-year-old daughter, and was reading Latin and Greek classics from the age of twelve. Encouraged
by the progressive Wheatleys who recognised her incredible literary talent, she wrote To the
University of Cambridge” when she was 14 and by 20 had found patronage in the form of Selina
Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon. Her works garnered acclaim in both England and the colonies
and she became the first African American to make a living as a poet. This volume contains a
collection of Wheatley's best poetry, including the titular poem “Being Brought from Africa to
America”. Contents include: “Phillis Wheatley”, “Phillis Wheatley by Benjamin Brawley”, “To
Maecenas”, “On Virtue”, “To the University of Cambridge”, “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”,
“On Being Brought from Africa to America”, “On the Death of the Rev. Dr. Sewell”, “On the Death of
the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield”, etc. Ragged Hand is proudly publishing this brand new collection
of classic poetry with a specially-commissioned biography of the author.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2018-11
Of Mice and Men es una novela escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en 1937, cuenta la
historia de George Milton y Lennie Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho migratorio, que
se mudan de un lugar a otro en California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de trabajo durante la
Gran Depresión en los Estados Unidos.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Ways of White Folks Langston
Hughes, 2011-09-07 A collection of vibrant and incisive short stories depicting the sometimes



humorous, but more often tragic interactions between Black people and white people in America in
the 1920s and ‘30s. One of the most important writers to emerge from the Harlem Renaissance,
Langston Hughes may be best known as a poet, but these stories showcase his talent as a lively
storyteller. His work blends elements of blues and jazz, speech and song, into a triumphant and
wholly original idiom. Stories included in this collection: Cora Unashamed Slave on the Block Home
Passing A Good Job Gone Rejuvenation Through Joy The Blues I'm Playing Red-Headed Baby Poor
Little Black Fellow Little Dog Berry Mother and Child One Christmas Eve Father and Son
  let america be america again literary analysis: Langston Hughes: Short Stories Langston
Hughes, 1997-08-15 Stories capturing “the vibrancy of Harlem life, the passions of ordinary black
people, and the indignities of everyday racism” by “a great American writer” (Kirkus Reviews). This
collection of forty-seven stories written between 1919 and 1963—the most comprehensive
available—showcases Langston Hughes’s literary blossoming and the development of his personal
and artistic concerns in the decades that preceded the passage of the Civil Rights Act. Many of the
stories assembled here have long been out of print, and others never before collected. These
poignant, witty, angry, and deeply poetic stories demonstrate Hughes’s uncanny gift for elucidating
the most vexing questions of American race relations and human nature in general. “[Hughes’s
fiction] manifests his ‘wonder at the world.’ As these stories reveal, that wonder has lost little of its
shine.” —The Cleveland Plain Dealer
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Book of Unknown Americans Cristina
Henríquez, 2014-06-03 A stunning novel of hopes and dreams, guilt and love—a book that offers a
resonant new definition of what it means to be American and illuminates the lives behind the current
debates about Latino immigration (The New York Times Book Review). When fifteen-year-old
Maribel Rivera sustains a terrible injury, the Riveras leave behind a comfortable life in Mexico and
risk everything to come to the United States so that Maribel can have the care she needs. Once they
arrive, it’s not long before Maribel attracts the attention of Mayor Toro, the son of one of their new
neighbors, who sees a kindred spirit in this beautiful, damaged outsider. Their love story sets in
motion events that will have profound repercussions for everyone involved. Here Henríquez
seamlessly interweaves the story of these star-crossed lovers, and of the Rivera and Toro families,
with the testimonials of men and women who have come to the United States from all over Latin
America.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Sum of Our Dreams Louis P. Masur,
2020 This volume delivers a concise, clear round-up of American history starting from America's
colonial era to current days of political disagreements and social uncertainty. Covering central
themes and events of American history, Masur evaluates the contested meanings of the American
dream and questions its viability--
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Big Sea Langston Hughes, 2022-08-01
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Big Sea by Langston Hughes. DigiCat
Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been
carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it
deserves as a classic of world literature.
  let america be america again literary analysis: A Little Devil in America Hanif
Abdurraqib, 2021-03-30 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • A sweeping, genre-bending
“masterpiece” (Minneapolis Star Tribune) exploring Black art, music, and culture in all their glory
and complexity—from Soul Train, Aretha Franklin, and James Brown to The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,
Whitney Houston, and Beyoncé ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Chicago Tribune,
The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Dallas Morning News, Publishers Weekly “Gorgeous essays that
reveal the resilience, heartbreak, and joy within Black performance.”—Brit Bennett, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The Vanishing Half “I was a devil in other countries, and I was a little
devil in America, too.” Inspired by these few words, spoken by Josephine Baker at the 1963 March
on Washington, MacArthur “Genius Grant” Fellow and bestselling author Hanif Abdurraqib has



written a profound and lasting reflection on how Black performance is inextricably woven into the
fabric of American culture. Each moment in every performance he examines—whether it’s the
twenty-seven seconds in “Gimme Shelter” in which Merry Clayton wails the words “rape, murder,” a
schoolyard fistfight, a dance marathon, or the instant in a game of spades right after the cards are
dealt—has layers of resonance in Black and white cultures, the politics of American empire, and
Abdurraqib’s own personal history of love, grief, and performance. Touching on Michael Jackson,
Patti LaBelle, Billy Dee Williams, the Wu-Tan Clan, Dave Chappelle, and more, Abdurraqib writes
prose brimming with jubilation and pain. With care and generosity, he explains the poignancy of
performances big and small, each one feeling intensely familiar and vital, both timeless and
desperately urgent. Filled with sharp insight, humor, and heart, A Little Devil in America exalts the
Black performance that unfolds in specific moments in time and space—from midcentury Paris to the
moon, and back down again to a cramped living room in Columbus, Ohio. WINNER OF THE
ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL AND THE GORDON BURN PRIZE • FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL
BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD AND THE PEN/DIAMONSTEIN-SPIELVOGEL AWARD ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, Time, The Boston Globe, NPR,
Rolling Stone, Esquire, BuzzFeed, Thrillist, She Reads, BookRiot, BookPage, Electric Lit, The
Rumpus, LitHub, Library Journal, Booklist
  let america be america again literary analysis: Postcolonial Love Poem Natalie Diaz,
2020-03-03 WINNER OF THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE IN POETRY FINALIST FOR THE 2020
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR POETRY Natalie Diaz’s highly anticipated follow-up to When My
Brother Was an Aztec, winner of an American Book Award Postcolonial Love Poem is an anthem of
desire against erasure. Natalie Diaz’s brilliant second collection demands that every body carried in
its pages—bodies of language, land, rivers, suffering brothers, enemies, and lovers—be touched and
held as beloveds. Through these poems, the wounds inflicted by America onto an indigenous people
are allowed to bloom pleasure and tenderness: “Let me call my anxiety, desire, then. / Let me call it,
a garden.” In this new lyrical landscape, the bodies of indigenous, Latinx, black, and brown women
are simultaneously the body politic and the body ecstatic. In claiming this autonomy of desire,
language is pushed to its dark edges, the astonishing dunefields and forests where pleasure and love
are both grief and joy, violence and sensuality. Diaz defies the conditions from which she writes, a
nation whose creation predicated the diminishment and ultimate erasure of bodies like hers and the
people she loves: “I am doing my best to not become a museum / of myself. I am doing my best to
breathe in and out. // I am begging: Let me be lonely but not invisible.” Postcolonial Love Poem
unravels notions of American goodness and creates something more powerful than hope—in it, a
future is built, future being a matrix of the choices we make now, and in these poems, Diaz chooses
love.
  let america be america again literary analysis: A Different Mirror for Young People Ronald
Takaki, 2012-10-30 A longtime professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California at
Berkeley, Ronald Takaki was recognized as one of the foremost scholars of American ethnic history
and diversity. When the first edition of A Different Mirror was published in 1993, Publishers Weekly
called it a brilliant revisionist history of America that is likely to become a classic of multicultural
studies and named it one of the ten best books of the year. Now Rebecca Stefoff, who adapted
Howard Zinn's best-selling A People's History of the United States for younger readers, turns the
updated 2008 edition of Takaki's multicultural masterwork into A Different Mirror for Young People.
Drawing on Takaki's vast array of primary sources, and staying true to his own words whenever
possible, A Different Mirror for Young People brings ethnic history alive through the words of
people, including teenagers, who recorded their experiences in letters, diaries, and poems. Like
Zinn's A People's History, Takaki's A Different Mirror offers a rich and rewarding people's view
perspective on the American story.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina García,
2011-06-08 “Impressive . . . [Cristina García’s] story is about three generations of Cuban women and
their separate responses to the revolution. Her special feat is to tell it in a style as warm and gentle



as the ‘sustaining aromas of vanilla and almond,’ as rhythmic as the music of Beny Moré.”—Time
Cristina García’s acclaimed book is the haunting, bittersweet story of a family experiencing a
country’s revolution and the revelations that follow. The lives of Celia del Pino and her husband,
daughters, and grandchildren mirror the magical realism of Cuba itself, a landscape of beauty and
poverty, idealism and corruption. Dreaming in Cuban is “a work that possesses both the intimacy of
a Chekov story and the hallucinatory magic of a novel by Gabriel García Márquez” (The New York
Times). In celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the novel’s original publication, this edition
features a new introduction by the author. Praise for Dreaming in Cuban “Remarkable . . . an
intricate weaving of dramatic events with the supernatural and the cosmic . . . evocative and
lush.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Captures the pain, the distance, the frustrations and the dreams of
these family dramas with a vivid, poetic prose.”—The Washington Post “Brilliant . . . With
tremendous skill, passion and humor, García just may have written the definitive story of Cuban
exiles and some of those they left behind.”—The Denver Post
  let america be america again literary analysis: Dothead Amit Majmudar, 2018-03-20 A
captivating, no-holds-barred collection of new poems from an acclaimed poet and novelist with a
fierce and original voice Dothead is an exploration of selfhood both intense and exhilarating. Within
the first pages, Amit Majmudar asserts the claims of both the self and the other: the title poem
shows us the place of an Indian American teenager in the bland surround of a mostly white peer
group, partaking of imagery from the poet’s Hindu tradition; the very next poem is a fanciful
autobiography, relying for its imagery on the religious tradition of Islam. From poems about the
treatment at the airport of people who look like Majmudar (“my dark unshaven brothers / whose
names overlap with the crazies and God fiends”) to a long, freewheeling abecedarian poem about
Adam and Eve and the discovery of oral sex, Dothead is a profoundly satisfying cultural critique and
a thrilling experiment in language. United across a wide range of tones and forms, the poems inhabit
and explode multiple perspectives, finding beauty in every one.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Thank You, M'am Langston Hughes, 2014-08
When a young boy named Roger tries to steal the purse of a woman named Luella, he is just looking
for money to buy stylish new shoes. After she grabs him by the collar and drags him back to her
home, he's sure that he is in deep trouble. Instead, Roger is soon left speechless by her kindness and
generosity.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Plot Against America Philip Roth,
2004-10-05 Philip Roth's bestselling alternate history—the chilling story of what happens to one
family when America elects a charismatic, isolationist president—is soon to be an HBO limited
series. In an extraordinary feat of narrative invention, Philip Roth imagines an alternate history
where Franklin D. Roosevelt loses the 1940 presidential election to heroic aviator and rabid
isolationist Charles A. Lindbergh. Shortly thereafter, Lindbergh negotiates a cordial “understanding”
with Adolf Hitler, while the new government embarks on a program of folksy anti-Semitism. For one
boy growing up in Newark, Lindbergh’s election is the first in a series of ruptures that threaten to
destroy his small, safe corner of America–and with it, his mother, his father, and his older brother. A
terrific political novel . . . Sinister, vivid, dreamlike . . . creepily plausible. . . You turn the pages,
astonished and frightened.” — The New York Times Book Review
  let america be america again literary analysis: Citizen Claudia Rankine, 2014-10-07 *
Finalist for the National Book Award in Poetry * * Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award
in Poetry * Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in Criticism * Winner of the NAACP
Image Award * Winner of the L.A. Times Book Prize * Winner of the PEN Open Book Award * ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New Yorker, Boston Globe, The Atlantic, BuzzFeed, NPR.
Los Angeles Times, Publishers Weekly, Slate, Time Out New York, Vulture, Refinery 29, and many
more . . . A provocative meditation on race, Claudia Rankine's long-awaited follow up to her
groundbreaking book Don't Let Me Be Lonely: An American Lyric. Claudia Rankine's bold new book
recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in twenty-first-century daily life and in
the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seeming slips of the tongue, and some are



intentional offensives in the classroom, at the supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with Serena
Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine Zidane, online, on TV-everywhere, all the time. The
accumulative stresses come to bear on a person's ability to speak, perform, and stay alive. Our
addressability is tied to the state of our belonging, Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and
expectations of citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a powerful testament to the
individual and collective effects of racism in our contemporary, often named post-race society.
  let america be america again literary analysis: And Still I Rise Maya Angelou, 2011-08-17
Maya Angelou’s unforgettable collection of poetry lends its name to the documentary film about her
life, And Still I Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. Pretty women wonder where my secret
lies. I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size But when I start to tell them, They think I’m
telling lies. I say, It’s in the reach of my arms, The span of my hips, The stride of my step, The curl of
my lips. I’m a woman Phenomenally. Phenomenal woman, That’s me. Thus begins “Phenomenal
Woman,” just one of the beloved poems collected here in Maya Angelou’s third book of verse. These
poems are powerful, distinctive, and fresh—and, as always, full of the lifting rhythms of love and
remembering. And Still I Rise is written from the heart, a celebration of life as only Maya Angelou
has discovered it. “It is true poetry she is writing,” M.F.K. Fisher has observed, “not just rhythm, the
beat, rhymes. I find it very moving and at times beautiful. It has an innate purity about it,
unquenchable dignity. . . . It is astounding, flabbergasting, to recognize it, in all the words I read
every day and night . . . it gives me heart, to hear so clearly the caged bird singing and to
understand her notes.”
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Negro William Edward Burghardt Du
Bois, 1915
  let america be america again literary analysis: Ain't I A Woman? Sojourner Truth,
2020-09-24 'I am a woman's rights. I have plowed and reaped and husked and chopped and mowed,
and can any man do more than that? I am as strong as any man that is now' A former slave and one
of the most powerful orators of her time, Sojourner Truth fought for the equal rights of Black women
throughout her life. This selection of her impassioned speeches is accompanied by the words of
other inspiring African-American female campaigners from the nineteenth century. One of twenty
new books in the bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection showcases a diverse list
of thinkers who have helped shape our world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to prophets,
satirists to Zen Buddhists.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Fear and Loathing in America Hunter S.
Thompson, 2011-09-27 From the king of “Gonzo” journalism and bestselling author who brought you
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas comes another astonishing volume of letters by Hunter S.
Thompson. Brazen, incisive, and outrageous as ever, this second volume of Thompson’s private
correspondence is the highly anticipated follow-up to The Proud Highway. When that first book of
letters appeared in 1997, Time pronounced it deliriously entertaining; Rolling Stone called it
brilliant beyond description; and The New York Times celebrated its wicked humor and bracing
political conviction. Spanning the years between 1968 and 1976, these never-before-published
letters show Thompson building his legend: running for sheriff in Aspen, Colorado; creating the
seminal road book Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas; twisting political reporting to new heights for
Rolling Stone; and making sense of it all in the landmark Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail
'72. To read Thompson's dispatches from these years—addressed to the author's friends, enemies,
editors, and creditors, and such notables as Jimmy Carter, Tom Wolfe, and Kurt Vonnegut—is to read
a raw, revolutionary eyewitness account of one of the most exciting and pivotal eras in American
history.
  let america be america again literary analysis: A New Literary History of America Greil
Marcus, Werner Sollors, 2010-01-23 America is a nation making itself up as it goes along—a story of
discovery and invention unfolding in speeches and images, letters and poetry, unprecedented feats
of scholarship and imagination. In these myriad, multiform, endlessly changing expressions of the
American experience, the authors and editors of this volume find a new American history. In more



than two hundred original essays, A New Literary History of America brings together the nation’s
many voices. From the first conception of a New World in the sixteenth century to the latest
re-envisioning of that world in cartoons, television, science fiction, and hip hop, the book gives us a
new, kaleidoscopic view of what “Made in America” means. Literature, music, film, art, history,
science, philosophy, political rhetoric—cultural creations of every kind appear in relation to each
other, and to the time and place that give them shape. The meeting of minds is extraordinary as T. J.
Clark writes on Jackson Pollock, Paul Muldoon on Carl Sandburg, Camille Paglia on Tennessee
Williams, Sarah Vowell on Grant Wood’s American Gothic, Walter Mosley on hard-boiled detective
fiction, Jonathan Lethem on Thomas Edison, Gerald Early on Tarzan, Bharati Mukherjee on The
Scarlet Letter, Gish Jen on Catcher in the Rye, and Ishmael Reed on Huckleberry Finn. From Anne
Bradstreet and John Winthrop to Philip Roth and Toni Morrison, from Alexander Graham Bell and
Stephen Foster to Alcoholics Anonymous, Life, Chuck Berry, Alfred Hitchcock, and Ronald Reagan,
this is America singing, celebrating itself, and becoming something altogether different, plural,
singular, new.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe,
1994-09-01 “A true classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of
writers in Nigeria, across Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is
incomplete and unthinkable without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as
one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first
of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about
Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent.
Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia
in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo
traditions by British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the
powerful new order. With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages,
Things Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African
experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the
tragedy of the loss of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood,
2011-09-06 An instant classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of
feminist dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth
Moss. In this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning
Orwellian vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids”
under the new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are
prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life
in the “time before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic,
and with Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The
Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  let america be america again literary analysis: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry,
2016-11-01 A Raisin in the Sun reflects Lorraine Hansberry's childhood experiences in segregated
Chicago. This electrifying masterpiece has enthralled audiences and has been heaped with critical
accolades. The play that changed American theatre forever - The New York Times. Edition
Description
  let america be america again literary analysis: Zora and Langston: A Story of Friendship
and Betrayal Yuval Taylor, 2019-03-26 A Finalist for the 2019 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in
Biography “A complete pleasure to read.” —Lisa Page, Washington Post Novelist Zora Neale
Hurston and poet Langston Hughes, two of America’s greatest writers, first met in New York City in
1925. Drawn to each other, they helped launch a radical journal, Fire!! Later, meeting by accident in
Alabama, they became close as they traveled together—Hurston interviewing African Americans for
folk stories, Hughes getting his first taste of the deep South. By illuminating their lives, work,
competitiveness, and ambitions, Yuval Taylor savvily details how their friendship and literary



collaborations dead-ended in acrimonious accusations.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Let America Be America Again Langston
Hughes, 2022-08-25 A collection of interviews, speeches, and essays by Langston Hughes. Let
America Be America Again: Conversations with Langston Hughes is a record of a remarkable man
talking. In texts ranging from early interviews in the 1920s, when he was a busboy and scribbling
out poems on hotel napkins, to major speeches, such as his keynote address at the First World
Festival of Negro Arts in Dakar, Senegal, in 1966, Hughes's words further amplify the international
reputation he established over the course of five decades through more widely-published and
well-known poems, stories, novels, and plays. In these interviews, speeches, and conversational
essays, the writer referred to by admirers as the Poet Laureate of the Negro Race and the Dean of
Black Letters articulated some of his most powerful critiques of fascism, economic and racial
oppression, and compromised democracy. It was also through these genres that Hughes spoke of the
responsibilities of the Black artist, documented the essential contributions of Black people to
literature, music, and theatre, and chronicled the substantial challenges that Black artists face in
gaining recognition, fair pay, and professional advancement. And it was through these pieces, too,
that Hughes built on his celebrated work in other literary genres to craft an original, tragic-comic
persona--a Blues poet in exile, forever yearning for and coming back to a home, a nation, that
nevertheless continues to disappoint and harm him. A global traveler, Hughes's words, Let America
be America Again were, throughout his career, always followed by a caveat: America never was
America to me.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Great Gatsby F Scott Fitzgerald,
2021-01-13 Set in the 1920's Jazz Age on Long Island, The Great Gatsby chronicles narrator Nick
Carraway's interactions with the mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby and Gatsby's obsession to reunite
with his former lover, the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. First published in 1925, the book has enthralled
generations of readers and is considered one of the greatest American novels.
  let america be america again literary analysis: WHITE MAN'S BURDEN Rudyard Kipling,
2020-11-05 This book re-presents the poetry of Rudyard Kipling in the form of bold slogans, the
better for us to reappraise the meaning and import of his words and his art. Each line or phrase is
thrust at the reader in a manner that may be inspirational or controversial... it is for the modern
consumer of this recontextualization to decide. They are words to provoke: to action. To inspire. To
recite. To revile. To reconcile or reconsider the legacy and benefits of colonialism. Compiled and
presented by sloganist Dick Robinson, three poems are included, complete and uncut: 'White Man's
Burden', 'Fuzzy-Wuzzy' and 'If'.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Intimations Zadie Smith, 2020-07-28 A NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ONE OF O MAGAZINE’s “Top 20 of 2020” A TIME “Must-Read” OF THE
YEAR Deeply personal and powerfully moving, a short and timely series of essays on the experience
of lockdown, by one of the most clear-sighted and essential writers of our time. There will be many
books written about the year 2020: historical, analytic, political and comprehensive accounts. This is
not any of those—the year isn't half-way done. What I've tried to do is organize some of the feelings
and thoughts that events, so far, have provoked in me, in those scraps of time the year itself has
allowed. These are above all personal essays: small by definition, short by necessity. Crafted with
the sharp intelligence, wit, and style that have won Zadie Smith millions of fans, and suffused with a
profound intimacy and tenderness in response to these unprecedented times, Intimations is a vital
work of art, a gesture of connection, and an act of love—an essential book in extraordinary times.
  let america be america again literary analysis: Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin
Luther King, 2025-01-14 A beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's essay Letter
from Birmingham Jail, part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. With an
afterword by Reginald Dwayne Betts On April 16, 1923, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., responded to an
open letter written and published by eight white clergyman admonishing the civil rights
demonstrations happening in Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. King drafted his seminal response on
scraps of paper smuggled into jail. King criticizes his detractors for caring more about order than



justice, defends nonviolent protests, and argues for the moral responsibility to obey just laws while
disobeying unjust ones. Letter from Birmingham Jail proclaims a message - confronting any injustice
is an acceptable and righteous reason for civil disobedience. This beautifully designed edition
presents Dr. King's speech in its entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader and his
immeasurable contribution, and inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying on the
fight for justice and equality.
  let america be america again literary analysis: The Epic of America James Truslow Adams,
2001-10-01 A beautifully written story of America's historical heritage, by one of the country's
greatest historians.
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