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Los Angeles Fictitious Business Name Search: A
Comprehensive Guide

Introduction:

Finding the perfect business name is crucial for
success in Los Angeles, a city brimming with
entrepreneurial spirit. But before you launch your
marketing campaign and start building your brand,
you need to ensure your chosen name isn't already in
use. This comprehensive guide will walk you through
the process of conducting a thorough Los Angeles
fictitious business name search, ensuring a smooth
and legal start for your venture. We'll cover the
"why," the "how," and the "what ifs" of this
essential step in business formation.
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I. Understanding Fictitious Business Names (DBAs) in Los Angeles



In California, a fictitious business name, also
known as a "DBA" (Doing Business As) or assumed
name, is used when a business operates under a name
different from the legal name of its owner(s). This
is common for sole proprietorships, partnerships,
and LLCs that want to operate under a more
marketable or brand-friendly name.

IT. Why a Los Angeles Fictitious Business Name Search is Essential

A thorough search is paramount to avoid legal
complications and potential brand conflicts.
Registering a name already in use can lead to costly
lawsuits and damage your reputation before you even
get started. It protects your investment and ensures
a clear path to launch.

ITI. Steps to Conduct a Thorough Search

a. Using the California Secretary of State's Website

The California Secretary of State's website offers a
searchable database of registered fictitious
business names statewide. This is a crucial first
step, as it provides a broad overview of names
already in use across the state.

b. Searching County Records (Los Angeles County)

While the Secretary of State's database is
comprehensive for statewide registrations, you
should also check with the Los Angeles County
Clerk's office. Local records may reveal
unregistered DBAs operating within the county. This



provides a more localized view.

c. Online Business Name Databases

Several third-party websites offer business name
search tools. While convenient, these should be used
as supplementary tools and not relied upon
exclusively. Always cross-reference findings with
official government sources.

IV. Interpreting Search Results & Potential Conflicts

Even if a name isn't an exact match, similarities
could create confusion and potential legal issues.
Consider names that sound alike, have similar
spellings, or use similar branding elements. Legal
counsel can help assess potential conflicts.

V. Registering Your Fictitious Business Name in Los Angeles

Once you've confirmed your chosen name is available,
you'll need to register it with the County Clerk's
office in Los Angeles. This involves filing the
required paperwork and paying the applicable fees.
The process ensures legal protection and legitimacy.

VI. Consequences of Not Conducting a Proper Search

Operating under a fictitious business name without
proper registration can lead to fines, legal action
from businesses with similar names, and difficulties
in obtaining business licenses and permits. It can



also hinder your ability to open a bank account or
secure loans.

VII. Tips for Choosing a Unique and Available Business Name

Brainstorm multiple name options to increase your
chances of finding an available and memorable name.
Consider using a name generator or working with a
branding specialist to explore creative options.
Ensure the name reflects your brand's identity and
target audience. Check for trademark availability as
well, beyond just DBA registrations.

Conclusion:

Conducting a thorough Los Angeles fictitious
business name search is not merely a formality; it's
a crucial step in safeguarding your business's
future. By diligently following the steps outlined
above, you can minimize legal risks, protect your
brand, and confidently launch your entrepreneurial
journey in the vibrant Los Angeles market. Remember,
investing time in this process is an investment in
your business's long-term success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: How much does it cost to register a fictitious business name in Los
Angeles?

A: The fee for registering a DBA in Los Angeles County varies and is set by
the County Clerk's office. It's advisable to check their website for the most
up-to-date information.

Q: How long does the registration process take?

A: Processing times can vary, but generally, it takes a few business days to
a few weeks for your application to be processed and your DBA to be
registered.



Q: Do I need a lawyer to register a DBA?

A: While not strictly required, consulting with a lawyer, especially if you
encounter any potential name conflicts, can provide valuable guidance and
protect your interests.

Q: Can I use my DBA for online business only?
A: Yes, a DBA applies whether you have a physical storefront or are
conducting business solely online.
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los angeles fictitious business name search: How to Start a Business in California

Entrepreneur Press, 2003 How to Start a Business in Californiais your roadmap to avoid planning,
legal and financial pitfalls and direct you through the bureaucratic red tape that often entangles
fledgling entrepreneurs. This all-in-one resource goes a step beyond other business how-to books to
give you a jump-start on planning for your business and provides you with: Quick reference to the
most current mailing and Internet addresses and telephone numbers for federal, state, local and
private agencies that will help get your business up and running State population statistics, income
and consumption rates, major industry trends and overall business incentives to give you a better
picture of doing business in California Checklists, sample forms and a complete sample business
plan to assist you with numerous startup details State-specific information on issues like choosing a
legal form, selecting a business name, obtaining licenses and permits, registering to pay for taxes
and knowing your employer responsibilities Federal and state options for financing your new
venture

los angeles fictitious business name search: Public Records Online Michael L. Sankey,
Peter Julius Weber, 2006 The only Master Guide to online public record searching, The sixth edition
details nearly 10.000 sites, both government agencies and private sources. This new edition is
completely revised and updated.

los angeles fictitious business name search: California. Court of Appeal (2nd Appellate
District). Records and Briefs California (State)., Received document entitled: EXHIBITS IN
SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE

los angeles fictitious business name search: Business Associations Lynn M. LoPucki,
Andrew Verstein, 2020-09-17 Business Associations: A Systems Approach is the first Business
Associations casebook organized by function (decision-making, finance, investor litigation,
investment transfer, etc.) instead of by entity type (partnerships, corporations, LLCs, etc.).
Functional organization avoids repetition and makes full coverage of corporations, partnerships,
LLCs, and limited partnerships possible in a four-, or even three-, credit course. The systems
approach is the basis for several successful casebooks in other fields, most notably LoPucki, Warren
and Lawless’s Secured Transactions: A Systems Approach. The approach focuses on the actions of
the lawyers, businesspeople, and government administrators who apply law rather than merely on
abstract law. Business Associations: A Systems Approach provides hundreds of realistic, fact-rich



problems in legal practice settings. Students apply their new knowledge of law and how the systems
work to advise hypothetical clients. The cases are recent, heavily edited, and rarely longer than five
pages. Professors and students will benefit from: Full coverage of agency, corporations,
partnerships, LLCs, limited partnerships and the role of legal entities in society Tables, figures,
photos, and one cartoon Fundamental documents for Facebook and a hypothetical LLC (BKG
Catalina) and operating agreement, which are also integrated into the text and problems Cleanly
edited, easy-to-read cases Recent cases that illustrate modern business practices and reflect current
law Organization by function, which reduces the repetition required in organization by entity type
Modular organization, allowing the chapters to be taught in any order An approach that any kind of
entity could be made to work like any other. Other books teach what kinds of entities to use in what
situations. Fact-rich, realistic problems in practice settings An introductory assignment that provides
an overview of the course Clear and direct examples and explanations, free of jargon and idioms that
cause difficulty for students from other cultures. Great for LL.M.s, MJSs and foreign J.D.s! A detailed
glossary

los angeles fictitious business name search: Public Records Online Peter Julius Weber,
2003 A national directory to government agencies and private companies that furnish online
automated public record information, maintain proprietary public record databases, and offer
CD-ROMs.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Law and Ethics in Coaching Patrick Williams,
Sharon K. Anderson, 2005-11-04 This book provides an easy-to-read introduction to the core ethical
and professional issues faced by all coaches irrespective of length of coaching experience. The case
studies and guidelines in this book will help coaches constructively reflect on their coaching
practice, and will help build the solid ethical foundation that professional coaching practice
demands. A very useful text for both the beginning and experienced coach. --Anthony M. Grant, PhD,
Director, Coaching Psychology Unit, University of Sydney Pat Williams is quickly becoming the
authority on the ethics of the coaching profession. He brings his full integrity and passion to this
wonderful book. Do not overlook the importance of this book to your success. --Laura Berman
Fortgang, MCC, pioneer in the coaching field and author of Take Yourself to the Top and Now What?
90 Days to a New Life Direction The first comprehensive book covering ethical and legal guidelines
for personal and executive coaches As coaching grows into a unique and fully established profession,
coaches are already discovering and dealing with the special ethical and legal dilemmas that can
arise in the coaching context. Law and Ethics in Coaching presents the first comprehensive look at
ethical and legal issues in coaching. From coach-client conflicts to conflicts of interest, from
assessments to informed consent, the authors detail the breadth of ethical quandaries in coaching
and provide highly practical advice for avoiding problems--and for solving them. With contributions
from leaders in law, ethics, and coaching, the text includes coverage of: * The emergence of the
coaching profession and its intersection with ethics and law * Foundations of ethics for professions *
Making ethical choices * Getting, growing, and measuring coaching ability * Developing and
maintaining client trust * Multiple-role relationships in coaching * Ethical use of assessments in
coaching * Legal issues and solutions for coaches * The intersection of culture and ethics in
organizations * Coaching into the future Filled with a dynamic blend of case studies, discussion
questions, illuminating quotes, and other examples, Law and Ethics in Coaching is both a
trailblazing professional reference and an unparalleled textbook for coaching programs.

los angeles fictitious business name search: One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote Bonnie
Worth, 2016-07-26 Laugh and learn with fun facts about voting, the history of democracy in
America, and more—all told in Dr. Seuss’s beloved rhyming style and starring The Cat in the Hat!
“Voting is something we do every day. It's a way we can choose that gives us our own say.” The Cat
in the Hat’s Learning Library series combines beloved characters, engaging rhymes, and Seussian
illustrations to introduce children to non-fiction topics from the real world! In this kid-friendly guide
to voting, readers will learn: ¢ the basic principles of democracy ¢ the different ways people vote *
why Election Day is held in early November ¢ and much more! Perfect for story time and for the



youngest readers, One Vote, Two Vote, I Vote, You Vote also includes an index, glossary, and
suggestions for further learning. Look for more books in the Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library
series! Cows Can Moo! Can You? All About Farms Hark! A Shark! All About Sharks If I Ran the Dog
Show: All About Dogs Oh Say Can You Say Di-no-saur? All About Dinosaurs On Beyond Bugs! All
About Insects There’s No Place Like Space: All About Our Solar System Who Hatches the Egg? All
About Eggs Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry? All About Deserts Wish for a Fish: All About Sea
Creatures

los angeles fictitious business name search: Selecting and Forming Business Entities ,
2007

los angeles fictitious business name search: Naked in Cyberspace Carole A. Lane, 2002
Reveals the personal records available on the Internet; examines Internet privacy; and explores such
sources of information as mailing lists, telephone directories, news databases, bank records, and
consumer credit records.

los angeles fictitious business name search: The Lawyer's Guide to Fact Finding on the
Internet Carole A. Levitt, Mark E. Rosch, 2006 Written for legal professionals, this comprehensive
desk reference lists, categorizes and describes hundreds of free and fee-based Internet sites. You'll
find it useful for investigations, depositions, and trial presentations, as well as company and medical
research, gathering competitive intelligence, finding expert witnesses, and fact checking of all kinds.

los angeles fictitious business name search: United States Code United States, 2013 The
United States Code is the official codification of the general and permanent laws of the United
States of America. The Code was first published in 1926, and a new edition of the code has been
published every six years since 1934. The 2012 edition of the Code incorporates laws enacted
through the One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Second Session, the last of which was signed by the
President on January 15, 2013. It does not include laws of the One Hundred Thirteenth Congress,
First Session, enacted between January 2, 2013, the date it convened, and January 15, 2013. By
statutory authority this edition may be cited U.S.C. 2012 ed. As adopted in 1926, the Code
established prima facie the general and permanent laws of the United States. The underlying
statutes reprinted in the Code remained in effect and controlled over the Code in case of any
discrepancy. In 1947, Congress began enacting individual titles of the Code into positive law. When
a title is enacted into positive law, the underlying statutes are repealed and the title then becomes
legal evidence of the law. Currently, 26 of the 51 titles in the Code have been so enacted. These are
identified in the table of titles near the beginning of each volume. The Law Revision Counsel of the
House of Representatives continues to prepare legislation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 285b to enact the
remainder of the Code, on a title-by-title basis, into positive law. The 2012 edition of the Code was
prepared and published under the supervision of Ralph V. Seep, Law Revision Counsel. Grateful
acknowledgment is made of the contributions by all who helped in this work, particularly the staffs
of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel and the Government Printing Office--Preface.

los angeles fictitious business name search: The California Legal Directory , 1996

los angeles fictitious business name search: Directory of Online Services , 1999

los angeles fictitious business name search: The Sourcebook to Public Record Information
Michael L. Sankey, 2003 Provides information on where to find public records, and includes
telephone numbers, retrieval costs, and information on Web access for over 20,000 depositories.

los angeles fictitious business name search: How to Get Anything on Anybody Lee Lapin,
2003-01-15 The world's only hands-on guide to electronic, surveillance, people tracking and asset
discovery. How to do it, how to protect yourself from those who would. Used by all major
intelligence agencies, now available to the public. People tracking to computer violating. The best of
the worst. Or, perhaps the worst of the best. How to track, trace, and investigate anyone, anywhere,
anytime. Uncover hidden assets and agendas, build a dossier, put together anyone's background.
Used by the FBI as a training manual, How To, Book 3, teaches you the inside secrets of
surveillance, people tracking, asset discovery, electronic and physical surveillance. Let the world's
top experts, including the FBI and the KGB teach you hands-on surveillance, people tracking, asset




location and rock turning. Nothing else like it on the planet.

los angeles fictitious business name search: The New Business of Acting Brad Lemack,
2018-02-28 The best actor never gets the role. But the right actor always gets hired and if you want
to be the right actor, you need to create a well-paved pathway through the traffic jam that can slow
you down, divert your attention and create stress behind the wheel of the career you're committed to
driving forward. It's your journey and it's time for a career tune up, even if you're just starting out In
this revised and expanded Next Edition to his popular book for actors, talent manager, educator and
author Brad Lemack tackles the tough challenges actors face in seeking, building and maintaining
rewarding careers in the new landscape. From the role of personal ethics and integrity to landing
the role of a lifetime, Lemack teaches readers how to navigate through and thrive in a continually
changing landscape in an industry challenged to redefine itself and how it does business. Whether
you're new to the business or in need of a professional career rebranding, The New Business of
Acting: The Next Edition will empower you with a critical perspective on how to create, map out and
embark on a life-long journey that will earn you the career-building opportunities you seek.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Martindale Hubbell Law Directory
Martindale-Hubbell, 2003-12

los angeles fictitious business name search: The Small Business Legal Guide Lynne Ann
Frasier, 1998 Disusses sole proprietorships, general and limited partnerships, S corporations,
contracts, franchise agreements, hiring employees and independent contractors, dealing with the
IRS, copyrights, patents, international licensing, and trademarks. Includes sample contracts,
agreements, and government forms.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Selecting & Forming Business Entities Marie
Hagelstein, 1996

los angeles fictitious business name search: California Lawyers , 1998-07

los angeles fictitious business name search: The Sourcebook to Public Record
Information Peter Julius Weber, Michael L. Sankey, 2004-10 Stop Searching . . . Start Finding!
Professionals frustrated with searching for public records can now get accurate and current
information on how to obtain records directly from the government. The revised and updated 5th
edition of The Sourcebook to Public Record Information profiles-in-detail over 20,000 government
agencies that house public records. More than a directory, the agency profiles found in The
Sourcebook include access procedures, access restrictions, fees, online capabilities, turnaround
times, along with addresses, phone/fax numbers, and additional information.Comprehensive
Coverage! The Sourcebook contains an informative ?Public Record Primer? and the industry?s most
comprehensive and current and profiles of County Courts, County Recording Offices, State Agencies,
Federal Courts, plus, a place name/ZIP Code/county cross index to locate the correct county
location. Also includes state/county maps.This extensive guide of over 1,840 pages is a superb time
saving and cost cutting resource for background investigations, libraries, legal research,
people/asset location and background screening.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Risky Business Mark Litwak, 2004 This is the
comprehensive nuts-and-bolts guide to setting up an independent production project. Starting with
the basic organisation of the company and the preparation of production, collaboration, and
screenplay agreements, it covers in detail everything from raising money via loans, presales, and
investors through finding, contracting with, and policing the finished project's distributors. A
companion to Litwak's popular books on entertainment industry deal-making and contracts, RISKY
BUSINESS is an authoritative blueprint for successfully producing any independent film or video.
Included among its many topics: partnerships; corporations; limited liability companies; equity
investments; attracting investors; evaluating a film's economic value; working the film festivals;
distribution territories; distributors' accounting practices; and much more. In addition to its primary
text, it includes many essential contracts, sample statements and certificates, checklists, and
extensive lists of useful resources.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Private Security and the Investigative



Process Charles P. Nemeth, 2000 Practical yet authoritative, Private Security and the Investigative
Process, Second Edition, is an important reference tool for private investigators and security
professionals. Both students and seasoned security practitioners alike will benefit from the
resources, ideas, and suggestions for tactics and security strategy contained within this book.
Charles P. Nemeth expertly blends practice with theory to show students how to be professional
when confronted with the rigors of the real world, in both the public and private sectors. Private
Security and the Investigative Process, is ideally suited for private security organizations, criminal
justice libraries, corporate security personnel, and law enforcement personnel. The concepts are
effectively presented with numerous forms, checklists and valuable guides that will help illustrate
the investigative process both in the public and private sector. A comprehensive, authoritative
resource for the industry, its practitioners, and those seeking a career in the private-security
industry Provides insight into the fundamental competency skills necessary to function as an
investigator Contains numerous forms, checklists, for useful and practical reference

los angeles fictitious business name search: California Lawyer , 2000

los angeles fictitious business name search: Los Angeles Lawyer , 1997

los angeles fictitious business name search: Business Fundamentals for the
Rehabilitation Professional Tammy Richmond, Dave Powers, 2024-06-01 The world of business is
ever changing, with much of the available information becoming quickly out-of-date. Business
Fundamentals for the Rehabilitation Professional, Second Edition keeps pace with this changing
world and provides the health care professional with the latest information to answer the “what,
where, how, and when” questions that come up when transforming a health care practice idea into a
successful business. With this updated Second Edition, Tammy Richmond and Dave Powers take the
health care professional to the next level of implementing successful business operations by the
introduction of applications of management principles, as well as implementation of evidence-based
practice guidelines and basics to billing and coding documentation. Business Fundamentals for the
Rehabilitation Professional, Second Edition addresses how to identify emerging business
opportunities, legal and health care regulatory issues, market research and development, and health
care operations. New features in the Second Edition: New Management and Operations checklist An
in-depth look at reimbursement, billing, and financial survival Strategic target market promotions
Updated templates and tools Review questions Downloadable worksheets available with text
purchase Keeping the user-friendly format of a workbook, Business Fundamentals for the
Rehabilitation Professional, Second Edition is the perfect resource for master and doctorate level
students preparing for the professional world, as well as rehabilitation professionals and
entrepreneurs interested in obtaining knowledge in starting up, managing, expanding, or
understanding the health care practice system. What will you learn? How to create a vision and
mission statement How to develop a business and marketing plan How to manage finances within
the scope of the practice What are your local state and federal regulations What are the small
business guidelines

los angeles fictitious business name search: Food Stylist's Handbook Denise Vivaldo, 2010
Acclaimed food stylist Denise Vivaldo shares the tips and secrets of the trade with cooks who want to
become master stylists. It takes a steady hand to arrange the chocolate curls and drizzle the caramel
sauce in elaborate designs on top of that sumptuous tiered cake. Whether for food blogs, television,
books, magazines, movies, menus, or advertising, food stylists and photographers learn to slice,
plate, tweak, and arrange so the dish becomes less a bit a food and more the work of an artisan.
Learn how to create ice cream that doesn't melt under the hot camera lights, build stacks of
lighter-than-air pancakes, grill a thick steak to perfection with a charcoal starter and more.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Business Fairy Tales Cecil Wilfrid Jackson,
2006 In 'Business Fairy Tales' Cecil Jackson uses prominent accounts of real-life financial scandals
to illustrate the seven most common types of fraud, equipping readers with the skills needed to spot
potential signs of fraud in financial statements so they can be forewarned of future financial shocks.

los angeles fictitious business name search: California Legislative History Collection



California, California. Legislature, 1985 Volumes include: Statutory record.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Martindale-Hubbell Buyer's Guide , 2004

los angeles fictitious business name search: The Food Stylist's Handbook Denise Vivaldo,
Cindie Flannigan, 2017-08-01 Acclaimed food stylist Denise Vivaldo shares the tips and secrets of
the trade with cooks and foodies alike who want to become master stylists. It takes a steady hand to
arrange the chocolate curls and drizzle the caramel sauce in elaborate designs on top of that
sumptuous tiered cake. Whether for food blogs, television, books, magazines, movies, menus, or
advertising, food stylists and photographers learn to slice, plate, tweak, and arrange so the dish
becomes less a bit of food and more the work of an artisan. With Denise and coauthor Cindie
Flannigan’s help, you'll find out how to get started, what equipment you’ll need, how to find clients,
tips to staying successful in the business, and—most importantly—how to craft and style food (and
products that appear to be food) so it all looks delicious from every angle. This paperback edition of
The Food Stylist’s Handbook has been fully updated and revised to help current culinary
professionals, armchair chefs, bloggers, and food photographers understand how to make every
picture tell a story.

los angeles fictitious business name search: [, 2005

los angeles fictitious business name search: California. Court of Appeal (4th Appellate
District). Division 1. Records and Briefs California (State).,

los angeles fictitious business name search: How to Form Your Own California
Corporation Anthony Mancuso, 2017-02-27 « The ultimate do-it-yourself guide contains all the
step-by-step instructions and forms readers need to form their own corporation in California and
save thousands of dollars in lawyer fees * Lots of advice and information on corporate law, including
tax information and rules on offering and selling stock ¢ Includes all the forms you need to
incorporate and bylaws for your new corporation

los angeles fictitious business name search: County of Orange Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report for the Year Ended ... Orange County (Calif.). Office of Auditor-Controller, 2007

los angeles fictitious business name search: California Attorneys , 1988-07

los angeles fictitious business name search: Innovative Telemarketing and Consumer
Fraud in Oregon and the Northwest United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small
Business. Subcommittee on Regulation, Business Opportunities, and Energy, 1992

los angeles fictitious business name search: Form a Partnership Denis Clifford, Ralph E.
Warner, 2006 Many people dream of going into business with friends or family. What's involved in
forming a partnership? How does one write a partnership agreement? This helpful book covers all
the important partnership issues such as: - Financial and tax liabilities - Contributions of cash,
property or services - Expanding a partnership to include others - Buyout agreements - Valuing
assets Readers can take advantage of the standard partnership clauses provided or create their own
customized agreement. All the forms for creating a partnership agreement are provided, both on
CD-ROM and as tear-outs.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Public Records Online Carl R. Ernst, Michael L.
Sankey, 1997 The MASTER GUIDE to the world of government and private on-line sources of public
records.

los angeles fictitious business name search: Keeping Foreign Corruption Out of the United
States United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 2010 Examines the Obiang case (using U.S. lawyers,
real estate and escrow agents, and wire transfer systems to bring suspect funds into the United
States), the Bongo case (using lobbyist, family, and U.S. trust accounts to bring suspect funds into
the United States), the Abubakar case (using offshore companies to bring suspect funds into the
United States) and the Angola case (exploiting poor Politically Exposed Persons (PEP) controls).
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