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Takin' Care of Business: A Deep Dive into the Lyrical Meaning and
Impact

Introduction:

Understanding the enduring appeal of Bachman-Turner Overdrive's "Takin'
Care of Business"
The iconic rock anthem "Takin' Care of Business" by Bachman-Turner Overdrive (BTO) has transcended
generations, becoming a staple in arenas, radio waves, and even popular culture. This article delves into the
lyrics of this timeless classic, exploring their multifaceted meaning, the song's lasting impact, and its continued
relevance in today's world. We'll dissect the seemingly simple words to uncover the deeper messages of
ambition, resilience, and the pursuit of success.

Article Outline:

I. The Surface Meaning of the Lyrics: A straightforward interpretation of the work ethic portrayed.
II. Unpacking the Deeper Meaning: Exploring themes of ambition, determination, and self-reliance.
III. The Song's Cultural Impact: Its use in movies, television, and advertising.
IV. Musical Elements and Their Contribution: How the music enhances the lyrical message.
V. The Song's Enduring Legacy: Why "Takin' Care of Business" remains relevant today.

I. The Surface Meaning of the Lyrics: A Straightforward Interpretation of the Work Ethic Portrayed

Literal interpretation of "Takin' Care of Business" focuses on diligent work.
The most immediate interpretation of "Takin' Care of Business" centers on the dedication to one's work and
responsibilities. The lyrics depict a tireless individual, focused on completing tasks and achieving goals. This
simple, relatable message resonates with anyone who has strived to succeed in their professional or personal
life.

The lyrics highlight the importance of consistent effort and dedication to
achieve goals.
The repetitive nature of the chorus reinforces the importance of persistent effort. The song isn't about a single
monumental achievement, but rather the consistent, daily grind of "takin' care of business." This speaks to the
reality of success—it's not a sprint, but a marathon.

The singer's confident and determined tone emphasizes the importance of self-
reliance and responsibility.
The lyrics convey a sense of self-assurance and competence. The singer isn't relying on luck or external
factors; they are actively shaping their own destiny through hard work and determination. This message of
self-reliance is particularly potent.



II. Unpacking the Deeper Meaning: Exploring Themes of Ambition, Determination, and Self-Reliance

The song subtly addresses the pursuit of success, not just in terms of
wealth but also personal fulfillment.
Beyond the surface level, "Takin' Care of Business" touches upon the broader theme of ambition. It's not just
about making money; it's about achieving something meaningful, whether it's personal growth, professional
advancement, or simply contributing to something larger than oneself.

The lyrics suggest that success requires perseverance and the ability to
overcome challenges.
The implicit message within the song's repetitive and driving rhythm is that success is hard-won. There will be
obstacles and setbacks, but the determined individual will persevere, ultimately achieving their goals. This
resonates with the listener's own experiences of struggle and triumph.

The lyrics empower listeners to take control of their lives and pursue their
ambitions with confidence.
The song's overall tone is one of empowerment. It encourages listeners to be proactive, take charge of their
lives, and pursue their aspirations with confidence and determination. This message of self-empowerment is a key
factor in the song's enduring popularity.

III. The Song's Cultural Impact: Its Use in Movies, Television, and Advertising

"Takin' Care of Business" has been featured in numerous films and TV shows,
solidifying its place in popular culture.
The song's catchy melody and positive message have made it a popular choice for use in various media, including
films, television shows, and commercials. Its appearance in these contexts has further solidified its status as a
cultural touchstone. These appearances often serve to reinforce the themes of hard work and achievement.

Its use in advertising campaigns highlights its association with productivity
and success.
The song's association with brands and products often emphasizes its connection to productivity, success, and
a can-do attitude. This strategic use continues to reinforce the message of the song itself and increase its
cultural relevance.

Its continued presence in popular culture proves the timelessness of the
song's themes.
The enduring popularity of "Takin' Care of Business" across multiple decades demonstrates that the song's
underlying themes of hard work, determination, and success remain universally relevant. Its continued use in
contemporary media speaks to its ability to connect with audiences across generations.

IV. Musical Elements and Their Contribution: How the Music Enhances the Lyrical Message



The driving rhythm and upbeat tempo of the song reflect the energy and
determination of the lyrics.
The music of "Takin' Care of Business" is as important as the lyrics. The driving rhythm, upbeat tempo, and
powerful guitar riffs perfectly complement the lyrics' message of relentless energy and determination. This
musical energy fuels the listener's own sense of ambition.

The repetitive chorus reinforces the song's central message of consistent
effort and perseverance.
The repetition of the chorus acts as a powerful mnemonic device, further embedding the message of persistent
work into the listener's consciousness. The repetition itself mirrors the ongoing, relentless effort required for
long-term success.

The overall musical arrangement creates a feeling of positivity and
optimism, further enhancing the song's motivational impact.
The overall sound of the song is upbeat and optimistic. This positive energy is infectious and helps to convey
the overall message of hope and achievement. This positive emotional impact increases the song's motivational
appeal.

V. The Song's Enduring Legacy: Why "Takin' Care of Business" Remains Relevant Today

The universal themes of hard work and determination resonate with people
from all walks of life.
The enduring appeal of "Takin' Care of Business" stems from its universal themes. Hard work, dedication, and the
pursuit of success are timeless values that resonate with people of all backgrounds and aspirations, making
the song’s message perpetually relevant.

The song serves as a reminder of the importance of self-reliance and personal
responsibility.
In an increasingly complex and uncertain world, the song's emphasis on self-reliance and personal responsibility
remains a powerful and timely message. It inspires individuals to take control of their lives and be proactive in
achieving their goals.

The song's simple yet powerful message continues to inspire and motivate
listeners across generations.
The song's lasting legacy is its ability to inspire and motivate. The clear, concise message of "Takin' Care of
Business" continues to resonate with listeners of all ages, solidifying its place as a timeless anthem for the
pursuit of success.

Conclusion:

"Takin' Care of Business" is more than just a catchy rock anthem; it's a testament to the enduring power of
hard work, determination, and self-belief. The seemingly simple lyrics encapsulate profound themes of ambition,
perseverance, and the pursuit of personal fulfillment. Its enduring popularity speaks to its timeless message and



its ability to connect with audiences across generations. The song's impact extends beyond the realm of music,
influencing popular culture and inspiring individuals to take charge of their own lives and "take care of
business."

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Who wrote "Takin' Care of Business"? Randy Bachman wrote the song.

What year was "Takin' Care of Business" released? It was released in 1973.

What is the song's main message? The main message emphasizes the importance of hard work, determination, and
self-reliance in achieving success.

Why is the song still popular today? Its timeless themes of hard work and achievement continue to resonate
with audiences.
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��lyrics takin care of business: Takin' Care of Business George Case, 2021-03-05 By the early
1970s, practically everyone under a certain age liked rock music, but not everyone liked it for the
same reasons. We typically associate the sounds of classic rock 'n' roll with youthful rebellion by
juvenile delinquents, student demonstrators, idealistic hippies, or irreverent punks. But in this
insightful and timely book, author George Case shows how an important strain of rock music from
the late 1960s onward spoke to and represented an idealized self-portrait of a very different
audience: the working-class 'Average Joes' who didn't want to change the world as much as they
wanted to protect their perceived place within it. To the extent that working-class populism
describes an authentic political current, it's now beyond a doubt that certain musicians and certain
of their songs helped define that current. By now, rock 'n' roll has cast a long shadow over hundreds
of millions of people around the world not just over reckless kids, but over wage-earning parents and
retired elders; not just over indignant youth challenging authority, but over indignant adults
challenging their own definition of it. Not only have the politics of rock fans drifted surprisingly
rightward since 1970; some rock, as Case argues, has helped reset the very boundaries of left and
right themselves. That God, guns, and Old Glory can be understood to be paid fitting tribute in a
heavy guitar riff delivered by a long-haired reprobate in blue jeans but that #Me Too, Occupy Wall
Street or Black Lives Matter might not hints at where those boundaries now lie.
  lyrics takin care of business: The Lyric Library - Classic Rock Hal Leonard Publishing
Corporation, 2002-08 Lyrics to 200 of the most popular rock songs of all time, including: All Day and
All of the Night * All Right Now * Angie * Another One Bites the Dust * Back in the U.S.S.R. *
Ballroom Blitz * Barracuda * Beast of Burden * Bell Bottom Blues * Brain Damage * Brass in Pocket *
Breakdown * Breathe * Bus Stop * California Girls * Carry on Wayward Son * Centerfold * Changes *
Cocaine * Cold As Ice * Come Sail Away * Come Together * Crazy Little Thing Called Love * Crazy on
You * Don't Do Me like That * Don't Fear the Reaper * Don't Let the Sun Go down on Me * Don't
Stand So Close to Me * Dreamer * Drive My Car * Dust in the Wind * 867-5309/Jenny * Emotional
Rescue * Every Breath You Take * Every Little Thing She Does Is Magic * Eye in the Sky * Eye of the
Tiger * Fame * Forever Young * Fortress Around Your Heart * Free Ride * Give a Little Bit * Gloria *
Godzilla * Green-Eyed Lady * Heartache Tonight * Heroes * Hey Joe * Hot Blooded * I Fought the
Law * I Shot the Sheriff * I Won't Back Down * Instant Karma * Invisible Touch * It's Only Rock 'N'



Roll (But I like It) * It's Still Rock and Roll to Me * Layla * The Logical Song * Long Cool Woman (In a
Black Dress) * Love Hurts * Maggie May * Me and Bobby McGee * Message in a Bottle * Mississippi
Queen * Money * Money for Nothing * My Generation * New Kid in Town * Nights in White Satin *
Paradise by the Dashboard Light * Rebel, Rebel * Refugee * Rhiannon * Roxann e * Shattered *
Smoke on the Water * Sultans of Swing * Sweet Emotion * Walk This Way * We Gotta Get Out of This
Place * We Will Rock You * Wouldn't It Be Nice * and many more!
  lyrics takin care of business: Symmetry , 2006
  lyrics takin care of business: Wheatfield Empire Robert Lawson, 2020-11-05 Winnipeg’s The
Guess Who are Canada’s original international rock n’ roll superstars. But despite the band’s
enduring popularity, no one has assembled a comprehensive history of their recording career... until
now. In exquisite detail that serious fans will appreciate, Wheatfield Empire: The Listener’s Guide to
The Guess Who goes through the band’s evolution, album by album and song by song. Nothing is left
out. Wheatfield Empire covers the complete discography, singles chart action, international releases,
important concerts, significant TV appearances, radio broadcasts, and even a selection of unofficial
live bootlegs. The book also discusses the solo careers of both frontman Burton Cummings and
guitarist Randy Bachman. Written in clear prose with a touch of humour, this book’s encyclopedic
detail is supported with excerpts from first-hand interviews with band members and input from top
authorities on the Canadian music industry. Looking beyond the radio hits, Wheatfield Empire
documents The Guess Who’s musical output with the loving attention they deserve as Canada’s first
band to achieve major international success. This book is a must-have for any serious Guess Who
fan.
  lyrics takin care of business: Rock Music in American Popular Culture II Frank
Hoffmann, B Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, Beulah B Ramirez, 2015-12-22 From “Who Put the Bomp
(in the Bomp, Bomp, Bomp)?” to a list of all song titles containing the word “werewolf,” Rock Music
in American Popular Culture II: More Rock ’n’Roll Resources continues where 1995’s Volume I left
off. Using references and illustrations drawn from contemporary lyrics and supported by historical
and sociological research on popular cultural subjects, this collection of insightful essays and
reviews assesses the involvement of musical imagery in personal issues, in social and political
matters, and in key socialization activities. From marriage and sex to public schools and youth
culture, readers discover how popular culture can be used to explore American values. As Authors B.
Lee Cooper and Wayne S. Haney prove that integrated popular culture is the product of commercial
interaction with public interest and values rather than a random phenomena, they entertainingly and
knowledgeably cover such topics as: answer songs--interchanges involving social events and lyrical
commentaries as explored in response recordings horror films--translations and transformations of
literary images and motion picture figures into popular song characters and tales public
schools--images of formal educational practices and informal learning processes in popular song
lyrics sex--suggestive tales and censorship challenges within the popular music realm
war--examinations of persistent military and home front themes featured in wartime recordings Rock
Music in American Popular Culture II: More Rock ‘n’Roll Resources is nontechnical, written in a
clear and concise fashion, and explores each topic thoroughly, with ample discographic and
bibliographic resources provided for additional research. Arranged alphabetically for quick and easy
reference to specific topics, the book is equally enjoyable to read straight through. Rock music fans,
teachers, popular culture professors, music instructors, public librarians, sound recording archivists,
sociologists, social critics, and journalists can all learn something, as the book shows them the
cross-pollination of music and social life in the United States.
  lyrics takin care of business: RIDER Robert Williams, 2021-07-25 A man makes a list of all the
people who did him wrong on goes on a motorcycle journey to find them.
  lyrics takin care of business: Loca Motion Michelle Habell-Pallan, 2005-05-01 2006
Honorable Mention for MLA Prize in US Latina and Latino and Chicana and Chicano Literary and
Cultural Studies In the summer of 1995, El Vez, the “Mexican Elvis,“along with his backup singers
and band, The Lovely Elvettes and the Memphis Mariachis, served as master of ceremony for a



ground-breaking show, “Diva L.A.: A Salute to L.A.’s Latinas in the Tanda Style.” The performances
were remarkable not only for the talent displayed, but for their blend of linguistic, musical, and
cultural traditions. In Loca Motion, Michelle Habell-Pallán argues that performances like Diva L.A.
play a vital role in shaping and understanding contemporary transnational social dynamics.
Chicano/a and Latino/a popular culture, including spoken word, performance art, comedy, theater,
and punk music aesthetics, is central to developing cultural forms and identities that reach across
and beyond the Americas, from Mexico City to Vancouver to Berlin. Drawing on the lives and work of
a diverse group of artists,Habell-Pallán explores new perspectives that defy both traditional forms of
Latino cultural nationalism and the expectations of U.S. culture. The result is a sophisticated
rethinking of identity politics and an invaluable lens from which to view the complex dynamics of
race, class, gender, and sexuality.
  lyrics takin care of business: Randy Bachman's Vinyl Tap Stories Randy Bachman,
2011-09-06 Randy Bachman has been rolling out chart-topping songs his whole life—“You Ain’t Seen
Nothing Yet,” “These Eyes,” “American Woman,” “Takin’ Care of Business”—and, since 2005,
treating fans to a lifetime of rock ’n’ roll stories on his hit CBC Radio show, Vinyl Tap. His approach
is always fresh—even the most hardcore music fans will be surprised by what they can learn from
Bachman. Whether he is touring with Ringo Starr, jamming with Little Richard, or recording with
Neil Young, music is his life, and his anecdotes put you at the centre of it all. A fifty-year career in
music is full of extreme highs and lows. It is also a life filled with some very colourful characters.
Bachman’s stories are candid and always entertaining. These are his best stories. The most
memorable Vinyl Tap moments are all here, from Randy’s Guitarology 101 to his favourite songs to
be played at funerals. For fans of the radio show and perennial rock ’n’ roll lovers from the sixties
through to today, Randy Bachman’s Vinyl Tap Stories invites readers to relive their favourite musical
experiences. And for new fans, it opens up a joyous world of rock and popular music. Despite his
success, Bachman is still “that kid from Winnipeg,” and his enthusiasm for great music is as strong
as ever. Funny, raucous, and engaging, Randy Bachman’s Vinyl Tap Stories is irresistible.
  lyrics takin care of business: Skylarks and Rebels Rita Laima, 2017-04-25 Skylarks and
Rebels is a story about the fate of Latvia in the 20th century as told by Rita Laima. Laima, a
Latvian-American, chose to leave behind the comforts of life in America to explore the land of her
ancestors, which in the 1980s languished behind the Iron Curtain. In writing about her own
experiences in a totalitarian state, Soviet-occupied Latvia, Laima delves into her family’s past to
understand what happened to her fatherland and its people during and after World War II. She also
pays tribute to some of Latvia’s remarkable people of integrity who risked their lives to oppose the
brutal and destructive Soviet state.
  lyrics takin care of business: The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool Chris Strodder, 2007-03-01 The
Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool profiles over 250 of the most intriguing personalities of the 1960s. The
men and women covered in the book include a wide range of celebrities—from well-known
superstars (the Beatles, Dustin Hoffman, Muhammad Ali) to lesser-known icons (Nico, Terry
Southern, Bo Belinsky)—who had a significant impact on popular culture. The figures include
musicians, actors, directors, artists, athletes, politicians, writers, astronauts . . . anyone and
everyone who made the sixties the most influential decade of the twentieth century! Over 200
vintage photographs and more than fifty sidebars are featured throughout the text. The sidebars
include lists of Best Picture winners, great quarterbacks, Playmates of the Year, memorable TV
theme songs, favorite toys, Disneyland rides, Wimbledon champions, groovy screen cars, surf stars,
Indy 500 winners, cool cartoons, sci-fi classics, Bond girls, “bubblegum” hits, beach-movie cameos,
and legendary concerts. A “what happened on this day” calendar highlighting landmark events in
the lives of those profiled appears on every page. Entertaining and enlightening, The Encyclopedia
of Sixties Cool is truly a celebration of the grooviest people, events, and artifacts of the 1960s!
  lyrics takin care of business: All-Time Best Guitar Collection Hal Leonard Corp.,
2001-12-01 (Easy Guitar). A great collection of 70 hits arranged for easy guitar with tab so that even
beginners can handle them! Features songs in rock, pop, blues, jazz and country styles, including:



Best of My Love * Blackbird * Crazy * Dreams * Every Breath You Take * Everyday (I Have the Blues)
* Eye of the Tiger * Here Comes the Sun * How High the Moon * Imagine * In the Mood * Iris * Iron
Man * Jambalaya (On the Bayou) * Killing Floor * Maggie May * Misty * Money * My Girl * My Heart
Will Go On * Patience * Pride and Joy * Route 66 * Satin Doll * Sir Duke * Stand by Me * Surfin'
U.S.A. * Tears in Heaven * Unchained Melody * Wild Thing * Wonderwall * Yesterday * and more!
  lyrics takin care of business: Between One and Many Steven Robert Brydon, Michael D.
Scott, 2000 This beginning speech text provides an instructor with a number of pedagogical tools
that can assist students with the sometimes overwhelming experience of public speaking. One entire
chapter is dedicated to coping with anxiety, while another is devoted to a student's first speech.
Each chapter begi
  lyrics takin care of business: All Music Guide to Rock Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra,
Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2002 This fun-to-read, easy-to-use reference has been completely
updated, expanded, and revised with reviews of over 12,000 great albums by over 2,000 artists and
groups in all rock genres. 50 charts.
  lyrics takin care of business: 220 Lyrics from the Eighties. Kiwi Bloke, 2012-03-05
Contained in this book are the lyrics to over 200 of the greatest songs of the 80's. Contents are an
easy layout containing the Artist and their songs for easy searching. Grab a copy and I guarantee it
will bring back the memories.
  lyrics takin care of business: Music and Sound in Documentary Film Holly Rogers, 2014-11-20
This collection of fourteen essays provides a rich and detailed history of the relationship between
and music and image in documentary films, exploring the often overlooked role of music in the genre
and its subsequent impact on an audience’s perception of reality and fiction. Exploring examples of
documentary films which make use of soundtrack music, from an interdisciplinary perspective,
Music and Sound in Documentary Film is the first in-depth treatment on the use of music in the
nonfiction film and will appeal to scholars and students working in the intersection of music and film
and media studies.
  lyrics takin care of business: 1000 Songs that Rock Your World Dave Thompson, 2011-05-03
1000 Songs That Rock Your World is the ultimate visual guide to the best rock music ever produced.
From Abba to ZZ Top, it's not simply the ideal playlist, it's a one-stop catalog of a half-century of
Rock 'n' Roll. Showcasing songs by nearly 500 artists in all rock genres, 1000 Songs That Rock Your
World goes behind the scenes to uncover the fascinating story of the creation, significance, and
popularity of these dynamic hits. More than 500 eye-popping color photos of concert action shots,
album covers, posters, tickets, guitars, and more. Indexed by ranking, artist, and year for easy
reference. Featuring: • Buddy Holly • The Beatles • Elvis • Jimi Hendrix • The Beach Boys • The
Rolling Stones • Lou Reed • The Grateful Dead • The Who • The Allman Brothers • Simon &
Garfunkel • Bob Dylan • Queen • Pink Floyd • Led Zeppelin • Neil Young • Bruce Springsteen •
Green Day • and Hundreds More!
  lyrics takin care of business: The Best Fake Book Ever, Over 1000 Songs , 1998 (Fake Book).
Another excellent selection of songs compiled into one convenient fake book! Recently revised to
include 435 new songs for a total of 1075 songs! Features: Guitar chord frames * Plastic-comb
binding * Index by musical category big band, Broadway, Christmas/inspirational, college, country,
Hawaiian/Polynesian, '50s, '60s, '70s, '80's and '90s, singalongs/special request & novelty tunes,
standards, blues/Dixieland/jazz, Latin rhythms, polkas, and songs in 3/4 time. Song highlights
include: All My Loving * American Pie * And I Love You So * At the Hop * Autumn Leaves (Les
Feuilles Mortes) * Barbara Ann * The Birth of the Blues * Bohemian Rhapsody * Born Free * The Boy
From New York City * Cabaret * Can You Feel the Love Tonight * Candle in the Wind * Chariots of
Fire * Colors of the Wind * Crazy * Crocodile Rock * Do You Know the Way to San Jose * Don't Cry
for Me Argentina * Dust in the Wind * Fever * Fire and Rain * (Meet) the Flintstones * Forrest Gump
- Main Title (Feather Theme) * Free Bird * From a Distance * The Girl from Ipanema (Garota de
Ipanema) * Hello, Dolly! * Hey Jude * I Heard It Through the Grapevine * I Left My Heart in San
Francisco * I Mean You * I Write the Songs * If I Were a Bell * Imagine * Kansas City * The Keeper of



the Stars * King of the Road * Longer * The Man That Got Away * Me and Bobby McGee * Michelle *
Mickey Mouse March * Misty * More (Ti Guardero' Nel Cuore) * Peggy Sue * The Power of Love *
The Rainbow Connection * Raindrops Keep Fallin' on My Head * Route 66 * Ruby Baby * Sentimental
Journey * Somebody * Somewhere in Time * Somewhere, My Love (Lara's Theme) * Song Sung Blue
* Spanish Eyes * Spinning Wheel * Star Dust * Stormy Weather (Keeps Rainin' All the Time) * Take
Five * Take the A Train * Unchained Melody * Wave * The Way We Were * We Are the Champions *
We Will Rock You * What a Wonderful World * What the World Needs Now Is Love * Wooly Bully *
Y.M.C.A. * You Don't Bring Me Flowers * You're So Vain * You've Got a Friend * Your Song *
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah * and hundreds more. Editions also available in C and E-flat.
  lyrics takin care of business: Slippery Pastimes Joan Nicks, Jeannette Sloniowski, 2009-10-21
Sixteen essays, written by specialists from many fields, grapple with the problem of a popular
culture that is not very popular — but is seen by most as vital to the body politic, whether
endangered by globalization or capable of politically progressive messages for its audiences.
Slippery Pastimes covers a variety of topics: Canadian popular music from rock ’n’ roll to country,
hip-hop to pop-Celtic; television; advertising; tourism; sport and even postage stamps! As co-editors,
Nicks and Sloniowski have taken an open view of the Canadian Popular, and contributors have
approached their topics from a variety of perspectives, including cultural studies, women’s studies,
film studies, sociology and communication studies. The essays are accessibly written for
undergraduate students and interested general readers.
  lyrics takin care of business: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress. Copyright
Office, 1968
  lyrics takin care of business: Music Everywhere Jourard, Marty, 2016-04-26 Florida Book
Awards, Bronze Medal for Florida Nonfiction When the Beatles launched into fame in 1963, they
inspired a generation to pick up an instrument and start a band. Rock and roll took the world by
storm, but one small town in particular seemed to pump out prominent musicians and popular bands
at factory pace. Many American college towns have their own story to tell when it comes to their
rock and roll roots, but the story of Gainesville, Florida, is unique: dozens of resident musicians
launched into national prominence, eight inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and a steady
stream of major acts rolled through on a regular basis. From Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers to
Stephen Stills and the Eagles’ Don Felder and Bernie Leadon, Gainesville cultivated some of the
most celebrated musicians and songwriters of the time. Marty Jourard—a member of the
chart-topping band the Motels—delves into the individual stories of the musicians, businesses, and
promoters that helped foster innovative, professional music and a vibrant creative atmosphere
during the mid-sixties and seventies. The laid-back southern town was also host to a clash of
cultures. It was home to intellectuals and rednecks, liberals and conservatives, racists and civil
rights activists, farmers, businessmen, students, and hippies. Although sometimes violent and
chaotic, these diverse forces brought wild rock and roll energy to the music scene and nourished it
with an abundance of musical fare that included folk, gospel, soul, country, blues, and Top Forty
hits. Gainesville musicians developed a sound all their own and a music scene that, decades later, is
still launching musicians to the top of the charts. Music Everywhere brings to light a key chapter in
the history of American rock and roll—a time when music was a way of life and bands popped up by
the dozen, some falling by the wayside but others leaving an indelible mark. Here is the story of the
people, the town, and a culture that nurtured a wellspring of talent.
  lyrics takin care of business: Unsung Heroes of Rock Guitar Sterling C. Whitaker, 2003-07
'Unsung Heroes of Rock Guitar' is a collection of in-depth Q&A interviews with fifteen of rock
music's greatest, most under-rated guitarists. Many of these musicians have achieved worldwide
success in the music business as members of famous bands, yet their individual names and faces
often go unrecognized. 'Unsung Heroes of Rock Guitar' goes behind the scenes of some of the
greatest classic rock music of all time to tell the true stories of bands like Kiss, Bachman Turner
Overdrive, Jethro Tull, Kansas, Heart and Yes, from the perspective of the people who lived to tell it
all.



  lyrics takin care of business: The Sound of Stevie Wonder James E. Perone, 2006-03-30 Since
his professional debut in 1962, Stevie Wonder has recorded sixty-four singles that have made the
Billboard top 100, including ten that reached number one. Wonder was one of the first Motown
artists to have complete control over the writing, arranging, and recording of his songs, and
achieved that stature before he was 20 years old. He has won 17 Grammy awards, was elected to the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989, and earned the Grammy's Lifetime Achievement Award in 1996.
Equally important, his work as a producer, arranger, and instrumentalist on other artists' recordings
has put him in the highest rank of musical collaborators. This is the first work of criticism on this
important documentarian of American life, as well as the introductory volume in The Praeger
Singer-Songwriter Collection. Through a combination of biography and critical analysis, James
Perone's groundbreaking new book reveals the many ways in which Stevie Wonder's body of work
emerged, developed, reflected its time, and influenced myriad other artists. After revealing the
social, cultural, and political context of Wonder's work, the book provides detailed analysis of his
compositions and recordings, with a focus on both his well-known songs and those known only to his
hardcore fans. The volume also contains discussions of cover versions of Wonder's compositions, a
discography of his recordings, a song title index, an annotated bibliography, and a general index.
  lyrics takin care of business: Rock Song Index Bruce Pollock, 2014-03-18 The Rock Song
Index, Second Edition, is a new version of a well-received index to the classic songs of the rock
canon, from the late '40s through the end of the 20th century. The study of the history of rock music
has exploded over the last decade; all college music departments offer a basic rock-history course,
covering the classic artists and their songs.
  lyrics takin care of business: A Resource Guide to Themes in Contemporary American Song
Lyrics, 1950-1985 B. Lee Cooper, 1986-04-22 B. Lee Cooper offers a kaleidoscopic portrait of
contemporary American society as it has been captured and transmitted in the lyrics of more than
3,000 popular recordings. By tracing the permutations of American popular music from the end of
the Big Band/Swing Era through the Age of Rock, the author presents a thematically structured
analysis of popular music lyrics from 1950 through 1985. Cooper divides his lucid commentaries and
lists of songs into fifteen sections, each dealing with a particular social, political, or personal theme.
In the brief essays that precede the lengthy discographic sections, the author explores the ways in
which popular music has dealt with such issues as religion, death, education, youth culture,
transportation, mass media, protest, military activity, women's liberation, and drug use and abuse.
An illustrative discography of 45 r.p.m. records follows each section of commentary. An extensive
bibliography of books, articles, and special reports appears at the end of the volume, along with a
selected discography of album-length recordings which supplements the extensive 45 r.p.m. listings.
  lyrics takin care of business: The Easy Classic Rock Fake Book (Songbook) Hal Leonard
Corp., 2011-12-01 (Fake Book). Here are 101 great classic rock songs that are easy to learn and
play. All are in large notation and in the key of C, with lyrics and simplified chords that remain true
to each tune. Includes: Against the Wind * Another One Bites the Dust * Barracuda * Born to Be Wild
* Carry On Wayward Son * Cold as Ice * Come Sail Away * Crazy Little Thing Called Love * Don't
Stand So Close to Me * Don't Stop Believin' * Dream On * Free Bird * Free Ride * Heartache Tonight
* Hot Blooded * In the Air Tonight * Layla * Livin' on a Prayer * Maggie May * Proud Mary *
Rhiannon * Rock and Roll All Nite * Smoke on the Water * Sultans of Swing * Sweet Home Alabama *
Tush * Walk This Way * We Will Rock You * and more.
  lyrics takin care of business: How Canadians Communicate IV David Taras, Christopher
Robb Waddell, 2012 A comprehensive, up to date, and probing examination of media and politics in
Canada.
  lyrics takin care of business: Jersey Law Ron Liebman, 2011-06-14 “There are no doubt more
qualified lawyers around here. Most probably across the river in Philadelphia. But know what? Me
and Mickie have got them scratching their heads. They’re thinking, How come those two guys keep
winning their cases?” —from chapter two of JERSEY LAW NOT SINCE THE SOPRANOS HAS THE
UNDERBELLY OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BEEN BROUGHT SO VIVIDLY TO LIFE. Meet



Mickie and Junne. That’s Mickie Mezzonatti and Salvatore “Junne” Salerno of Camden, New Jersey,
a lovable pair of cops-turned-attorneys who defend and corral New Jersey’s worst of the worst. Set
in the streets and courtrooms of Camden, JERSEY LAW is the story of Junne and Mickie’s attempts
to spring longtime client Slippery Williams, a charismatic drug lord who rules the local underworld,
from jail. Junne and Mickie owe Slippery big time. He once saved their lives—literally—after a
previous client tried to have our heroes murdered. But this case turns out to be much more
complicated and far more perilous than Junne and Mickie imagined, and, once again, they’ll be lucky
if they survive to hear the verdict. Dark, witty, and fast, JERSEY LAW is a juicy, cinematic thriller
that will enthrall readers through the very last page.
  lyrics takin care of business: Kill Me Tender Daniel Klein, 2002-01-07 A murder mystery
featuring Elvis Presley.
  lyrics takin care of business: The Nation on No Map William C. Anderson, 2021-11-09 The
Nation On No Map uses Black anarchism as a tool of survival in an age of crisis. Picking up where
his co-authored debut As Black As Resistance left off, Anderson rejects nationalism, the State, and
citizenship as avenues to achieve liberation. He issues a bold case for prioritizing basic survival as
social and environmental conditions grow worse and global disasters abound. In order to overcome
oppression, he says, people will have to first overcome certain barriers to and ways of thinking about
liberation that go beyond mere critique of the U.S. By broadening our understanding of what stands
in our way to include things like celebrity, dogma, and the idea of nationhood itself (Black or
otherwise), The Nation On No Map encourages readers to utilize, and then exceed, the ideals and
strategies of Black anarchism, regardless of what term they use to describe the struggle for
liberation.
  lyrics takin care of business: You Shook Me All Campaign Long Eric T. Kasper, Benjamin
S. Schoening, 2018-11-15 Music has long played a role in American presidential campaigns as a
mode of both expressing candidates’ messages and criticizing the opposition. The relevance of music
in the 2016 campaign for the White House took various forms in a range of American media: a
significant amount of popular music was used by campaigns, many artist endorsements were sought
by candidates, ever changing songs were employed at rallies, instances of musicians threatening
legal action against candidates burgeoned, and artists and others increasingly used music as a form
of political protest before and after Election Day. The 2016 campaign was a game changer, similar to
the development of music in the 1840 campaign, when “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” helped sing
William Harrison into the White House. The ten chapters in this collection place music use in 2016 in
historical perspective before examining musical messaging, strategy, and parody. The book
ultimately explores causality: how do music and musicians affect presidential elections, and how do
politicians and campaigns affect music and musicians? The authors explain this interaction from
various perspectives, with methodological approaches from several fields, including political science,
legal studies, musicology, cultural studies, rhetorical studies, and communications and journalism.
These chapters will help the reader understand music in the 2016 election to realize how music will
be relevant in 2020 and beyond.
  lyrics takin care of business: School Library Journal , 2002-10
  lyrics takin care of business: Rock Music in American Popular Culture III Frank
Hoffmann, B Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, 2014-02-04 Rock Music in American Popular Culture III:
More Rock ’n’Roll Resources explores the fascinating world of rock music and examines how this
medium functions as an expression of cultural and social identity. This nostalgic guide explores the
meanings and messages behind some of the most popular rock ’n’roll songs that captured the
American spirit, mirrored society, and reflected events in our history. Arranged by themes, Rock
Music in American Popular Culture III examines a variety of social and cultural topics with related
songs, such as: sex and censorship--“Only the Good Die Young” by Billy Joel and “Night Moves” by
Bob Seger and The Silver Bullet Band holiday songs--“Rockin’Around the Christmas Tree” by Brenda
Lee and “The Christmas Song” by Nat King Cole death--“Leader of the Pack” by The Shangri-Las and
“The Unknown Soldier” by The Doors foolish behavior--“When a Man Loves a Woman” by Percy



Sledge and “What Kind of Fool” by Barbra Streisand and Barry Gibb jobs and the workplace--“Don’t
Stand So Close to Me” by The Police and “Dirty Laundry” by Don Henley military
involvements--“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy” by the Andrews Sisters and “War” by Edwin Starr novelty
recordings--“The Purple People Eater” by Sheb Wooley and “Eat It” by Weird Al Yankovic letters and
postal images--“P. S. I Love You” by The Beatles and “Return to Sender” by Elvis Presely In addition,
a discography and a bibliography after each section give further examples of the themes and
resources being discussed, as do extensive lists of print references at the end of the text.
  lyrics takin care of business: Piano Cheat Sheets: Piano Bar Favorites (Songbook) Hal
Leonard Corp., 2012-05-01 (Cheat Sheets). The Hal Leonard Cheat Sheets series includes all the
must know intros and interludes, plus lyrics and chords. All the songs are presented in an
easy-to-read format with minimal page turns. Enjoy learning to play songs more easily than ever
with this cut-to-the-chase notation! This piano edition includes: All Shook Up * Beyond the Sea *
Blueberry Hill * Brick House * California Dreamin' * Crocodile Rock * Don't Stop Believin' *
Faithfully * Free Fallin' * Girls Just Want to Have Fun * Hey Ya! * Hot Hot Hot * It's My Life * Jessie's
Girl * Kansas City * Love Shack * Paradise City * Proud Mary * Soul Man * Sweet Home Chicago *
Unchained Melody * Wild Thing * Y.M.C.A. * and scores more!
  lyrics takin care of business: Who Wrote The Book Of Love? Richard Crouse, 2012-03-15 ¸
The words to Little Richard's Tutti Frutti were initially so risqué they had to be completely rewritten
- in the hallway of the studio, as time was running out - before the song could be recorded. (He
wrote the original version while working as a dishwasher in a bus station in Georgia.) ¸ Paul Simon's
1972 hit Mother and Child Reunion takes its name from an elaborate chicken and egg dish served at
Say Eng Look Restaurant in New York City. ¸ Nirvana's huge hit Smells Like Teen Spirit, interpreted
by music critics and fans alike as an angst-ridden cry of teen rebellion, actually sprang from a bit of
graffiti accusing Kurt Cobain of smelling like an antiperspirant for young women.
  lyrics takin care of business: Cranking Up Rush Adrien Begrand, 2024-10-22 The volume on a
standard amp goes to 10. But, sometimes, that’s just not high enough. Sometimes, you need to rock
even harder than that—all the way to 11. Goes to 11 books are short, opinionated introductions to
the catalogs of major musical acts through 11 essential songs. Because going over the top is the only
answer when it comes to good music. ==== From the band’s early days in the Toronto music scene
to their multiple Grammy wins to the aftermath of drummer Neil Peart’s death, Rushremains one of
the most beloved rock bands of all time. Renowned for their stylistic range, integrity, and legendary
technical skill, the band’s wry sense of humor and humility have also resonated with fans
internationally. After more than four decades and nineteen studio albums, they've produced a rich
body of work that continues to enthrall millions of listeners, new and old. From “Xanadu” to “Time
Stand Still” and beyond, Cranking Up Rush provides a whirlwind tour of 11 essential Rush tracks. It
covers every era of their output—from their teenage years to their final tour in 2015—and highlights
what truly makes Rush the Spirit of Radio.
  lyrics takin care of business: Music in American Life [4 volumes] Jacqueline Edmondson,
2013-10-03 A fascinating exploration of the relationship between American culture and music as
defined by musicians, scholars, and critics from around the world. Music has been the cornerstone
of popular culture in the United States since the beginning of our nation's history. From early
immigrants sharing the sounds of their native lands to contemporary artists performing benefit
concerts for social causes, our country's musical expressions reflect where we, as a people, have
been, as well as our hope for the future. This four-volume encyclopedia examines music's influence
on contemporary American life, tracing historical connections over time. Music in American Life: An
Encyclopedia of the Songs, Styles, Stars, and Stories That Shaped Our Culture demonstrates the
symbiotic relationship between this art form and our society. Entries include singers, composers,
lyricists, songs, musical genres, places, instruments, technologies, music in films, music in political
realms, and music shows on television.
  lyrics takin care of business: Major Labels Kelefa Sanneh, 2022-10-04 One of Oprah Daily's
20 Favorite Books of 2021 • Selected as one of Pitchfork's Best Music Books of the Year “One of the



best books of its kind in decades.” —The Wall Street Journal An epic achievement and a huge
delight, the entire history of popular music over the past fifty years refracted through the big genres
that have defined and dominated it: rock, R&B, country, punk, hip-hop, dance music, and pop Kelefa
Sanneh, one of the essential voices of our time on music and culture, has made a deep study of how
popular music unites and divides us, charting the way genres become communities. In Major Labels,
Sanneh distills a career’s worth of knowledge about music and musicians into a brilliant and
omnivorous reckoning with popular music—as an art form (actually, a bunch of art forms), as a
cultural and economic force, and as a tool that we use to build our identities. He explains the history
of slow jams, the genius of Shania Twain, and why rappers are always getting in trouble. Sanneh
shows how these genres have been defined by the tension between mainstream and outsider,
between authenticity and phoniness, between good and bad, right and wrong. Throughout, race is a
powerful touchstone: just as there have always been Black audiences and white audiences, with
more or less overlap depending on the moment, there has been Black music and white music,
constantly mixing and separating. Sanneh debunks cherished myths, reappraises beloved heroes,
and upends familiar ideas of musical greatness, arguing that sometimes, the best popular music isn’t
transcendent. Songs express our grudges as well as our hopes, and they are motivated by greed as
well as idealism; music is a powerful tool for human connection, but also for human antagonism. This
is a book about the music everyone loves, the music everyone hates, and the decades-long argument
over which is which. The opposite of a modest proposal, Major Labels pays in full.
  lyrics takin care of business: Rock, Counterculture and the Avant-Garde, 1966-1970 Doyle
Greene, 2016-02-17 The convergence of rock music, counterculture politics and avant-garde
aesthetics in the late 1960s underscored the careers of the Beatles, Frank Zappa and the Mothers of
Invention, and the Velvet Underground. This book examines these artists' relationships to the
historical avant-garde (Artaud, Brecht, Dada) and neo-avant-garde (Warhol, Pop Art, minimalism),
considering their work in light of debates about modernism versus postmodernism. The author
analyzes the performers' use of dissonance and noise within popular music, the role of social
commentary and controversial topics in songs, and the experiments with concert and studio
performance. Albums discussed include Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, The White Album,
Freak Out!, We're Only in It for the Money, The Velvet Underground and Nico and White
Light/White Heat, as well as John Lennon's collaborations with Yoko Ono, the Zappa-produced Trout
Mask Replica by Captain Beefheart and the Magic Band, and Nico's The Marble Index.
  lyrics takin care of business: Positively 4Th Street Joshua Simon MD EdD, 2018-11-13
Historical events, ideas, words, and numbers are connected to one another not by chance but in a
way that lies below the surface. The number four provides this connection—from the 4/4 time of rock
and roll of the Beatles and Bob Dylan, the Vietnam War, Lou Gehrig, all the way to lives of
Muhammad, Jesus Christ, the Buddha, and Moses. In Positively 4th Street, author Dr. Joshua Simon
offers a spiritual journey, an awakening of the soul. He stimulates you to think about your own
experiences and relationships and wonder why you believe whatever it is you believe. Simon offers
real solutions to perhaps the two most common problems: thinking that you are not good enough
and procrastination. The key to solving these problems is to get better at following the four bases of
the Golden Rule: (1) be aware of and sensitive to how your actions affect the feelings of others; (2)
don’t do for others what others can do for themselves; (3) say no and set limits with those who act
selfishly; and (4) never judge others to be undeserving of your kindness or generosity. Based on his
personal and professional experiences and through illustrative stories, Simon presents informative
and interesting ideas and advice about how to achieve contentment in life.
  lyrics takin care of business: Goldmine Record Album Price Guide Martin Popoff,
2009-09-08 Whether you're cleaning out a closet, basement or attic full of records, or you're
searching for hidden gems to build your collection, you can depend on Goldmine Record Album Price
Guide to help you accurately identify and appraise your records in order to get the best price. •
Knowledge is power, so power-up with Goldmine! • 70,000 vinyl LPs from 1948 to present •
Hundreds of new artists • Detailed listings with current values • Various artist collections and



original cast recordings from movies, televisions and Broadway • 400 photos • Updated
state-of-the-market reports • New feature articles • Advice on buying and selling Goldmine Grading
Guide - the industry standard
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