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Mark on the Wall: A Critical Analysis
Unraveling Forster's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Have you ever felt the unnerving pull of the unseen, the subtle shift in
perception that alters reality itself? E.M. Forster's "Mark on the Wall," a
seemingly simple short story, plunges us into the labyrinthine world of a
narrator's fleeting thoughts, revealing profound insights into the nature of
observation, imagination, and the subjective experience of time. This in-
depth critical analysis will dissect Forster's masterful prose, exploring the
narrative structure, thematic concerns, and stylistic choices that elevate
this seemingly minor piece into a significant exploration of consciousness.
Prepare to delve into a world where a seemingly insignificant mark on the
wall becomes a portal to profound philosophical ponderings. We'll unpack the
story's subtle brilliance, exploring its narrative structure, symbolism, and
enduring relevance in contemporary literary discourse. This analysis promises
to provide a complete understanding of "Mark on the Wall," satisfying both
casual readers and seasoned literary scholars.

I. The Power of Distraction and the Flow of
Consciousness

Forster masterfully utilizes the stream-of-consciousness technique, mirroring
the narrator's wandering mind as he observes the mark on the wall. The
narrative isn't driven by a clear plot; instead, it’s propelled by the
associative leaps of the narrator's thoughts. This seemingly random
progression is precisely the point. It highlights how our minds constantly
flit from one idea to another, often triggered by seemingly insignificant
stimuli. The mark on the wall serves as a catalyst, prompting a chain of
associations that gradually reveal the narrator's inner landscape. The reader
is privy to his thoughts about his personal history, current anxieties, and
philosophical musings, all woven together in a seamless, yet disorienting,
narrative. This technique forces the reader to actively engage with the text,
mirroring the effort required to navigate the narrator's own mental
landscape. The lack of a structured plot enhances the feeling of lived
experience, making the story feel surprisingly relatable despite its
seemingly abstract nature.

II. Exploring the Themes of Perception and
Subjectivity



"Mark on the Wall" is a profound exploration of perception and the subjective
nature of reality. The narrator's interpretations of the mark are constantly
shifting, evolving from a mere blemish to a potential insect, a snail, and
finally, an imaginative array of possibilities. This ambiguity underscores
the inherent subjectivity of human experience. What one person perceives as
insignificant, another might find captivating. Forster expertly uses this
ambiguity to emphasize the limitations of observation and the power of
imagination to shape our understanding of the world. The story subtly
critiques our tendency to impose meaning onto things, even when that meaning
is ultimately arbitrary or based on speculation. The narrator's projections
reveal more about his own psychological state than they do about the mark
itself.

III. The Significance of Time and its Fluidity

The passage of time in "Mark on the Wall" is remarkably fluid and subjective.
The narrator's musings drift across years, memories, and abstract
philosophical notions with little adherence to chronological order. This non-
linearity reflects the way our minds process time – not as a linear
progression, but as a collection of fragmented experiences and associations.
The seemingly insignificant amount of time spent observing the mark expands
to encompass a wide range of thoughts and memories, demonstrating the
subjective nature of temporal experience. This blurring of temporal
boundaries reinforces the theme of the mind's capacity for imaginative
wanderings and its ability to transcend the limitations of physical reality.
The story subtly argues that the internal experience of time is far more
significant and fluid than its external measurement.

IV. The Role of Language and its Limitations

The narrator's language itself reflects the ambiguity and fluidity of his
thoughts. He uses figurative language, metaphors, and digressions to express
his shifting perceptions. This stylistic choice enhances the overall
impression of a mind in constant motion, struggling to grasp the elusive
nature of reality. The language itself is a reflection of the internal
struggle to articulate and understand the world, often highlighting the
inadequacy of language to fully capture the richness and complexity of
experience. The fragmented sentences, sudden shifts in topic, and the overall
lack of clear narrative direction reflect the chaotic yet ultimately human
quality of the narrator’s thought processes.

V. Symbolism and its Interpretations

The mark on the wall itself functions as a powerful symbol. It represents the
mystery of the unseen, the ambiguity of perception, and the endless
possibilities of interpretation. It's not just a physical mark; it becomes a
projection screen for the narrator's anxieties, desires, and philosophical
contemplations. Its ambiguity is deliberate, inviting the reader to engage in



their own interpretations and draw their own conclusions. Other symbols
within the story, such as the narrator's memories and reflections on his
past, further enhance the multifaceted symbolic layers. The story's enduring
power lies in its ability to encourage multiple readings and interpretations,
making it a rich and rewarding text for repeated engagement.

VI. Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of "Mark on
the Wall"

"Mark on the Wall" transcends its brevity to offer a profound meditation on
consciousness, perception, and the subjective experience of time. Forster’s
masterful use of stream-of-consciousness, symbolic language, and ambiguous
narrative structure creates a work that continues to resonate with readers
today. It challenges our assumptions about observation, reality, and the
power of the human imagination. Its exploration of the inner workings of the
mind remains strikingly relevant in an age increasingly dominated by
technological distractions and the fragmented nature of modern life. The
story serves as a timeless reminder of the importance of introspection, the
power of imagination, and the inherent mystery at the heart of human
experience.

VII. Detailed Outline of a Critical Analysis of
"Mark on the Wall"

Title: A Critical Examination of E.M. Forster's "Mark on the Wall": Exploring
Subjectivity and the Power of Imagination

I. Introduction:
Brief overview of "Mark on the Wall" and its significance.
Thesis statement: The story’s power lies in its exploration of subjective
perception, the fluidity of time, and the limitations of language in
capturing the complexity of human consciousness.

II. Narrative Structure and Stream-of-Consciousness:
Analysis of Forster’s use of stream-of-consciousness.
How the narrative structure mirrors the narrator's thought processes.
Impact on reader engagement and interpretation.

III. Themes of Perception and Subjectivity:
Examination of the narrator's shifting perceptions of the mark.
Discussion of the subjective nature of reality and the limitations of
observation.
How the ambiguity of the mark enhances the story's thematic depth.

IV. Time and its Subjectivity:
Analysis of the non-linearity of time in the story.
How the subjective experience of time is presented.
The significance of the fluidity of time in relation to the narrator's



thoughts.

V. Language and its Limitations:
Examination of Forster’s stylistic choices and their impact.
Analysis of how language both reveals and obscures meaning.
Discussion of the inadequacy of language to fully capture experience.

VI. Symbolism and Interpretation:
Exploration of the symbolism of the mark on the wall.
Analysis of other significant symbols in the story.
Discussion of the multiple possible interpretations of the story.

VII. Conclusion:
Restatement of the thesis and summary of key findings.
Discussion of the story's enduring relevance and significance.

VIII. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is the central theme of "Mark on the Wall"? The central theme1.
revolves around the subjective nature of reality, the fluidity of time,
and the limitations of language in expressing the richness of human
consciousness. The mark itself acts as a catalyst for the narrator's
exploration of these themes.

How does Forster use stream-of-consciousness in the story? Forster1.
masterfully employs stream-of-consciousness to mirror the narrator's
wandering thoughts, creating a disorienting yet engaging reading
experience that emphasizes the chaotic and associative nature of the
human mind.

What is the significance of the mark on the wall? The mark is a powerful1.
symbol representing the mystery of the unknown, the limitations of
perception, and the potential for infinite interpretations. It serves as
a starting point for the narrator's philosophical and personal
reflections.

How does the story portray the passage of time? Time is fluid and non-1.
linear, reflecting the subjective nature of temporal experience. The
narrator's thoughts jump between different time periods, emphasizing the
mind's capacity for associative leaps and the blurring of chronological
boundaries.



What are the limitations of language explored in the story? The story1.
highlights the limitations of language in adequately capturing the
complex and often elusive nature of human experience, thoughts, and
emotions.

What are some of the symbolic interpretations of the story? The story1.
lends itself to various interpretations. The mark can symbolize mystery,
the unknown, the limitations of perception, and the power of
imagination.

What is the significance of the narrator's digressions? The narrator's1.
digressions are crucial to the story's structure. They highlight the
associative nature of thought and contribute to the overall sense of
fluidity and ambiguity.

How does "Mark on the Wall" relate to modern life? The story's themes of1.
distraction, the subjective nature of reality, and the limitations of
language remain strikingly relevant in today's fast-paced and
technologically driven world.

What is the overall impact of "Mark on the Wall"? The story leaves a1.
lasting impact by challenging readers to question their own perceptions,
consider the subjective nature of reality, and appreciate the power of
imagination and introspection.

IX. Related Articles:

E.M. Forster's Short Stories: A Stylistic Analysis: Explores the1.
recurring stylistic elements in Forster's shorter works, including his
use of irony and subtle social commentary.

Stream-of-Consciousness in Modern Literature: A broader look at the1.



stream-of-consciousness technique and its use by various authors beyond
Forster.

The Subjective Nature of Time in Literature: Examines how different1.
authors have portrayed the subjective experience of time across various
literary movements.

Symbolism and Interpretation in E.M. Forster's Works: A more1.
comprehensive analysis of the use of symbolism in Forster's major novels
and short stories.

The Philosophy of Perception: A Literary Perspective: Explores1.
philosophical perspectives on perception and how they are reflected in
literature.

Ambiguity and Open-Ended Narratives in Modern Fiction: Discusses the1.
prevalence of ambiguity and open-ended narratives in modern literature
and their impact on readers.

E.M. Forster and the Modernist Movement: Situates Forster's work within1.
the broader context of Modernism, highlighting his unique contribution
to the movement.

The Power of Imagination in Literary Fiction: Examines the role of1.
imagination in shaping literary narratives and creating engaging reader
experiences.

Critical Reception of E.M. Forster's Short Stories: A review of critical1.
responses to Forster's short fiction over the years, highlighting the
evolution of interpretations.



  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Mark on the Wall Illustrated Virginia Woolf,
2021-07-29 he Mark on the Wall is the first published story by Virginia Woolf.It was published in
1917 as part of the first collection of short stories written by Virginia Woolf and her husband,
Leonard Woolf, called Two Stories.It was later published in New York in 1921 as part of another
collection entitled Monday or Tuesday.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: I Know This Much Is True Wally Lamb, 1998-06-03 With
his stunning debut novel, She's Come Undone, Wally Lamb won the adulation of critics and readers
with his mesmerizing tale of one woman's painful yet triumphant journey of self-discovery. Now, this
brilliantly talented writer returns with I Know This Much Is True, a heartbreaking and poignant
multigenerational saga of the reproductive bonds of destruction and the powerful force of
forgiveness. A masterpiece that breathtakingly tells a story of alienation and connection, power and
abuse, devastation and renewal--this novel is a contemporary retelling of an ancient Hindu myth. A
proud king must confront his demons to achieve salvation. Change yourself, the myth instructs, and
you will inhabit a renovated world. When you're the same brother of a schizophrenic identical twin,
the tricky thing about saving yourself is the blood it leaves on your bands--the little inconvenience of
the look-alike corpse at your feet. And if you're into both survival of the fittest and being your
brother's keeper--if you've promised your dying mother--then say so long to sleep and hello to the
middle of the night. Grab a book or a beer. Get used to Letterman's gap-toothed smile of the absurd,
or the view of the bedroom ceiling, or the influence of random selection. Take it from a godless
insomniac. Take it from the uncrazy twin--the guy who beat the biochemical rap. Dominick Birdsey's
entire life has been compromised and constricted by anger and fear, by the paranoid schizophrenic
twin brother he both deeply loves and resents, and by the past they shared with their adoptive
father, Ray, a spit-and-polish ex-Navy man (the five-foot-six-inch sleeping giant who snoozed upstairs
weekdays in the spare room and built submarines at night), and their long-suffering mother,
Concettina, a timid woman with a harelip that made her shy and self-conscious: She holds a loose
fist to her face to cover her defective mouth--her perpetual apology to the world for a birth defect
over which she'd had no control. Born in the waning moments of 1949 and the opening minutes of
1950, the twins are physical mirror images who grow into separate yet connected entities: the
seemingly strong and protective yet fearful Dominick, his mother's watchful monkey; and the
seemingly weak and sweet yet noble Thomas, his mother's gentle bunny. From childhood, Dominick
fights for both separation and wholeness--and ultimately self-protection--in a house of fear
dominated by Ray, a bully who abuses his power over these stepsons whose biological father is a
mystery. I was still afraid of his anger but saw how he punished weakness--pounced on it. Out of
self-preservation I hid my fear, Dominick confesses. As for Thomas, he just never knew how to play
defense. He just didn't get it. But Dominick's talent for survival comes at an enormous cost,
including the breakup of his marriage to the warm, beautiful Dessa, whom he still loves. And it will
be put to the ultimate test when Thomas, a Bible-spouting zealot, commits an unthinkable act that
threatens the tenuous balance of both his and Dominick's lives. To save himself, Dominick must
confront not only the pain of his past but the dark secrets he has locked deep within himself, and the
sins of his ancestors--a quest that will lead him beyond the confines of his blue-collar New England
town to the volcanic foothills of Sicily 's Mount Etna, where his ambitious and vengefully proud
grandfather and a namesake Domenico Tempesta, the sostegno del famiglia, was born. Each of the
stories Ma told us about Papa reinforced the message that he was the boss, that he ruled the roost,
that what he said went. Searching for answers, Dominick turns to the whispers of the dead, to the
pages of his grandfather's handwritten memoir, The History of Domenico Onofrio Tempesta, a Great
Man from Humble Beginnings. Rendered with touches of magic realism, Domenico's fablelike tale--in
which monkeys enchant and religious statues weep--becomes the old man's confession--an unwitting
legacy of contrition that reveals the truth's of Domenico's life, Dominick learns that power, wrongly
used, defeats the oppressor as well as the oppressed, and now, picking through the humble shards of
his deconstructed life, he will search for the courage and love to forgive, to expiate his and his
ancestors' transgressions, and finally to rebuild himself beyond the haunted shadow of his twin. Set



against the vivid panoply of twentieth-century America and filled with richly drawn, memorable
characters, this deeply moving and thoroughly satisfying novel brings to light humanity's deepest
needs and fears, our aloneness, our desire for love and acceptance, our struggle to survive at all
costs. Joyous, mystical, and exquisitely written, I Know This Much Is True is an extraordinary
reading experience that will leave no reader untouched.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: House of Leaves Mark Z. Danielewski, 2000-03-07 “A
novelistic mosaic that simultaneously reads like a thriller and like a strange, dreamlike excursion
into the subconscious.” —The New York Times Years ago, when House of Leaves was first being
passed around, it was nothing more than a badly bundled heap of paper, parts of which would
occasionally surface on the Internet. No one could have anticipated the small but devoted following
this terrifying story would soon command. Starting with an odd assortment of marginalized youth --
musicians, tattoo artists, programmers, strippers, environmentalists, and adrenaline junkies -- the
book eventually made its way into the hands of older generations, who not only found themselves in
those strangely arranged pages but also discovered a way back into the lives of their estranged
children. Now this astonishing novel is made available in book form, complete with the original
colored words, vertical footnotes, and second and third appendices. The story remains unchanged,
focusing on a young family that moves into a small home on Ash Tree Lane where they discover
something is terribly wrong: their house is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Of course,
neither Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Will Navidson nor his companion Karen Green was
prepared to face the consequences of that impossibility, until the day their two little children
wandered off and their voices eerily began to return another story -- of creature darkness, of an
ever-growing abyss behind a closet door, and of that unholy growl which soon enough would tear
through their walls and consume all their dreams.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes, 2011-10-05
BOOKER PRIZE WINNER • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A novel that follows a middle-aged man as
he contends with a past he never much thought about—until his closest childhood friends return
with a vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly present. A novel so compelling
that it begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has the psychological and
emotional depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a stunning achievement in
Julian Barnes's oeuvre. Tony Webster thought he left his past behind as he built a life for himself,
and his career has provided him with a secure retirement and an amicable relationship with his
ex-wife and daughter, who now has a family of her own. But when he is presented with a mysterious
legacy, he is forced to revise his estimation of his own nature and place in the world.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Yellow Wall-Paper Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
2024-03-21 She has just given birth to their child. He labels her postpartum depression as
»hysteria.« He rents the attic in an old country house. Here, she is to rest alone – forbidden to leave
her room. Instead of improving, she starts hallucinating, imagining herself crawling with other
women behind the room's yellow wallpaper. And secretly, she records her experiences. The Yellow
Wall-Paper [1892] is the short but intense, Gothic horror story, written as a diary, about a woman in
an attic – imprisoned in her gender; by the story. Charlotte Perkins Gilman's feminist novella was
long overlooked in American literary history. Nowadays, it is counted among the classics.
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN (1860–1935), born in Hartford, Connecticut, was an American
feminist theorist, sociologist, novelist, short story writer, poet, and playwright. Her writings are
precursors to many later feminist theories. With her radical life attitude, Perkins Gilman has been an
inspiration for many generations of feminists in the USA. Her most famous work is the short story
The Yellow Wall-Paper [1892], written when she suffered from postpartum psychosis.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An intense
snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature



Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Intimations Zadie Smith, 2020-07-28 A NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER ONE OF O MAGAZINE’s “Top 20 of 2020” A TIME “Must-Read” OF THE YEAR Deeply
personal and powerfully moving, a short and timely series of essays on the experience of lockdown,
by one of the most clear-sighted and essential writers of our time. There will be many books written
about the year 2020: historical, analytic, political and comprehensive accounts. This is not any of
those—the year isn't half-way done. What I've tried to do is organize some of the feelings and
thoughts that events, so far, have provoked in me, in those scraps of time the year itself has allowed.
These are above all personal essays: small by definition, short by necessity. Crafted with the sharp
intelligence, wit, and style that have won Zadie Smith millions of fans, and suffused with a profound
intimacy and tenderness in response to these unprecedented times, Intimations is a vital work of art,
a gesture of connection, and an act of love—an essential book in extraordinary times.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Wall: (Intimacy) and Other Stories Jean-Paul Sartre,
2010-07-27 One of Sartre’s greatest existentialist works of fiction, The Wall contains the only five
short stories he ever wrote. Set during the Spanish Civil War, the title story crystallizes the famous
philosopher’s existentialism. 'The Wall', the lead story in this collection, introduces three political
prisoners on the night prior to their execution. Through the gaze of an impartial doctor—seemingly
there for the men's solace—their mental descent is charted in exquisite, often harrowing detail. And
as the morning draws inexorably closer, the men cross the psychological wall between life and
death, long before the first shot rings out. This brilliant snapshot of life in anguish is the perfect
introduction to a collection of stories where the neurosis of the modern world is mirrored in the lives
of the people that inhabit it . This is an unexpurgated edition translated from the French by Lloyd
Alexander.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Honest Truth Dan Gemeinhart, 2015-03-05 Mark has
been in and out of hospital his whole life - and he's fed up. So when his cancer returns, he decides
he's had enough. Running away with his dog Beau, he sets out to climb a mountain - and it's only
when he's left everything behind that Mark realises he has everything to live for.



  mark on the wall critical analysis: Kew Gardens Illustrated Virginia Woolf, 2021-01-07 Kew
Gardens is a short story by the English author Virginia Woolf.It was first published privately in 1919,
[1] then more widely in 1921 in the collection Monday or Tuesday, [1] and subsequently in the
posthumous collection A Haunted House (1944). Originally accompanying illustrations by Vanessa
Bell, its visual organisation has been described as analogous to a post-impressionist paintin
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Tenth of December George Saunders, 2013-01-03 The
prize-winning, New York Times bestselling short story collection from the internationally bestselling
author of Lincoln in the Bardo 'The best book you'll read this year' New York Times 'Dazzlingly
surreal stories about a failing America' Sunday Times WINNER OF THE 2014 FOLIO PRIZE AND
SHORTLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD 2013 George Saunders's most wryly hilarious
and disturbing collection yet, Tenth of December illuminates human experience and explores figures
lost in a labyrinth of troubling preoccupations. A family member recollects a backyard pole dressed
for all occasions; Jeff faces horrifying ultimatums and the prospect of Darkenfloxx(TM) in some
unusual drug trials; and Al Roosten hides his own internal monologue behind a winning smile that he
hopes will make him popular. With dark visions of the future riffing against ghosts of the past and
the ever-settling present, this collection sings with astonishing charm and intensity.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Against Everything Mark Greif, 2016 These essays address
such key topics in the cultural, political, and intellectual life of our time as the tyranny of exercise,
the tyranny of nutrition and food snobbery, the sexualization of childhood (and everything else), the
philosophical meaning of Radiohead, the rise and fall of the hipster, the impact of the Occupy Wall
Street movement, and the crisis of policing. Four of the selections address, directly and unironically,
the meaning of life what might be the right philosophical stance to adopt toward one's self and the
world. -- Amazon.com.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Ru Kim Thúy, 2012-01-17 A runaway bestseller in Quebec,
with foreign rights sold to 15 countries around the world, Kim Thúy's Governor General's Literary
Award-winning Ru is a lullaby for Vietnam and a love letter to a new homeland. Ru. In Vietnamese it
means lullaby; in French it is a small stream, but also signifies a flow - of tears, blood, money. Kim
Thúy's Ru is literature at its most crystalline: the flow of a life on the tides of unrest and on to more
peaceful waters. In vignettes of exquisite clarity, sharp observation and sly wit, we are carried along
on an unforgettable journey from a palatial residence in Saigon to a crowded and muddy Malaysian
refugee camp, and onward to a new life in Quebec. There, the young girl feels the embrace of a new
community, and revels in the chance to be part of the American Dream. As an adult, the waters
become rough again: now a mother of two sons, she must learn to shape her love around the
younger boy's autism. Moving seamlessly from past to present, from history to memory and back
again, Ru is a book that celebrates life in all its wonder: its moments of beauty and sensuality,
brutality and sorrow, comfort and comedy.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Francis Bacon Mark Stevens, Annalyn Swan, 2021-03-23
THE TIMES ART BOOK OF THE YEAR Named one of The Irish Times' Books of the Year for 2021 A
compelling and comprehensive look at the life and art of Francis Bacon, one of the iconic painters of
the twentieth century—from the Pulitzer Prize-winning authors of de Kooning: An American Master.
This intimate study of the singularly private, darkly funny, eruptive man and his extraordinary art “is
bejeweled with sensuous detail … the iconoclastic charm of the artist keeps the pages turning” (The
Washington Post). “A definitive life of Francis Bacon ... Stevens and Swan are vivid scene setters ...
Francis Bacon does justice to the contradictions of both the man and the art.” —The Boston Globe
Francis Bacon created an indelible image of mankind in modern times, and played an outsized role
in both twentieth century art and life—from his public emergence with his legendary Triptych 1944
(its images so unrelievedly awful that people fled the gallery), to his death in Madrid in 1992. Bacon
was a witty free spirit and unabashed homosexual at a time when many others remained closeted,
and his exploits were as unforgettable as his images. He moved among the worlds of London's Soho
and East End, the literary salons of London and Paris, and the homosexual life of Tangier. Through
hundreds of interviews, and extensive new research, the authors probe Bacon's childhood in Ireland



(he earned his father's lasting disdain because his asthma prevented him from hunting); his
increasingly open homosexuality; his early design career—never before explored in detail; the
formation of his vision; his early failure as an artist; his uneasy relationship with American abstract
art; and his improbable late emergence onto the international stage as one of the great visionaries of
the twentieth century. In all, Francis Bacon: Revelations gives us a more complete and nuanced--and
more international--portrait than ever before of this singularly private, darkly funny, eruptive man
and his equally eruptive, extraordinary art. Bacon was not just an influential artist, he helped
remake the twentieth-century figure.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: This Town Mark Leibovich, 2014-04-29 The #1 New York
Times bestseller! Washington D.C. might be loathed from every corner of the nation, yet these are
fun and busy days at this nexus of big politics, big money, big media, and big vanity. There are no
Democrats and Republicans anymore in the nation's capital, just millionaires. Through the eyes of
Leibovich we discover how the funeral for a beloved newsman becomes the social event of the year;
how political reporters are fetishized for their ability to get their names into the predawn e-mail sent
out by the city's most powerful and puzzled-over journalist; how a disgraced Hill aide can overcome
ignominy and maybe emerge with a more potent brand than many elected members of Congress.
And how an administration bent on changing Washington can be sucked into the ways of This Town
with the same ease with which Tea Party insurgents can, once elected, settle into it like a warm
bath. Outrageous, fascinating, and very necessary, This Town is a must-read whether you're inside
the highway which encircles DC - or just trying to get there.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: If He Had Been with Me Laura Nowlin, 2013-04-02 If he
had been with me everything would have been different... I wasn't with Finn on that August night.
But I should've been. It was raining, of course. And he and Sylvie were arguing as he drove down the
slick road. No one ever says what they were arguing about. Other people think it's not important.
They do not know there is another story. The story that lurks between the facts. What they do not
know—the cause of the argument—is crucial. So let me tell you...
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Wall Gautam Bhatia, 2020-08-13 'Imagine a horizon.'
'I can't.' Mithila's world is bound by a Wall enclosing the city of Sumer -- nobody goes out, nothing
comes in. The days pass as they have for two thousand years: just enough to eat for just enough
people, living by the rules. Within the city, everyone knows their place. But when Mithila tries to
cross the Wall, every power in Sumer comes together to stop her. To break the rules is to risk all of
civilization collapsing. But to follow them is to never know: who built the Wall? Why? And what
would the world look like if it didn't exist? As Mithila and her friends search for the truth, they must
risk losing their families, the ones they love, and even their lives. Is a world they can't imagine worth
the only world they have? For fans of Isaac Asimov's Nightfall and Ursula Le Guin's The
Dispossessed comes an astonishingly powerful voice in speculative fiction that explores what it
means to truly be free.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Secret Rhonda Byrne, 2011-07-07 The
tenth-anniversary edition of the book that changed lives in profound ways, now with a new foreword
and afterword. In 2006, a groundbreaking feature-length film revealed the great mystery of the
universe—The Secret—and, later that year, Rhonda Byrne followed with a book that became a
worldwide bestseller. Fragments of a Great Secret have been found in the oral traditions, in
literature, in religions and philosophies throughout the centuries. For the first time, all the pieces of
The Secret come together in an incredible revelation that will be life-transforming for all who
experience it. In this book, you’ll learn how to use The Secret in every aspect of your life—money,
health, relationships, happiness, and in every interaction you have in the world. You’ll begin to
understand the hidden, untapped power that’s within you, and this revelation can bring joy to every
aspect of your life. The Secret contains wisdom from modern-day teachers—men and women who
have used it to achieve health, wealth, and happiness. By applying the knowledge of The Secret, they
bring to light compelling stories of eradicating disease, acquiring massive wealth, overcoming
obstacles, and achieving what many would regard as impossible.



  mark on the wall critical analysis: A Room of One's Own Virginia Woolf, 2024-05-30 Virginia
Woolf's playful exploration of a satirical »Oxbridge« became one of the world's most groundbreaking
writings on women, writing, fiction, and gender. A Room of One's Own [1929] can be read as one or
as six different essays, narrated from an intimate first-person perspective. Actual history blends with
narrative and memoir. But perhaps most revolutionary was its address: the book is written by a
woman for women. Male readers are compelled to read through women's eyes in a total inversion of
the traditional male gaze. VIRGINIA WOOLF [1882–1941] was an English author. With novels like
Jacob’s Room [1922], Mrs Dalloway [1925], To the Lighthouse [1927], and Orlando [1928], she
became a leading figure of modernism and is considered one of the most important English-language
authors of the 20th century. As a thinker, with essays like A Room of One’s Own [1929], Woolf has
influenced the women’s movement in many countries.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown Virginia Woolf, 1924
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Lady of Shalott Alfred Tennyson Baron Tennyson,
1881 A narrative poem about the death of Elaine, the lily maid of Astolat.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Walls Do Not Fall Hilda Doolittle, 1944
  mark on the wall critical analysis: In Other Lands Sarah Rees Brennan, 2017-07-17 Georgia
Peach Award Nominee • Florida Teens Read Award Nominee • ABC Best Books for Young Readers •
Bank Street College Best Children’s Books of the Year • A Junior Library Guild Selection • Hugo &
Locus award finalist In Other Lands is an exhilarating novel from bestselling author Sarah Rees
Brennan about surviving four years in the most unusual of schools - friendship, falling in love,
diplomacy, and finding your own place in the world — even if it means giving up your phone.
Excerpt: The Borderlands aren’t like anywhere else. Don’t try to smuggle a phone or any other piece
of technology over the wall that marks the Border — unless you enjoy a fireworks display in your
backpack. (Ballpoint pens are okay.) There are elves, harpies, and — best of all as far as Elliot is
concerned — mermaids. What’s your name? Serene. Serena? Elliot asked. Serene, said Serene. My
full name is Serene-Heart-in-the-Chaos-of-Battle. Elliot’s mouth fell open. That is badass. Elliot?
Who’s Elliot? Elliot is thirteen years old. He’s smart and just a tiny bit obnoxious. Sometimes more
than a tiny bit. When his class goes on a field trip and he can see a wall that no one else can see, he
is given the chance to go to school in the Borderlands. It turns out that on the other side of the wall,
classes involve a lot more weaponry and fitness training and fewer mermaids than he expected. On
the other hand, there’s Serene-Heart-in-the-Chaos-of-Battle, an elven warrior who is more beautiful
than anyone Elliot has ever seen, and then there’s her human friend Luke: sunny, blond, and
annoyingly likeable. There are lots of interesting books. There’s even the chance Elliot might be able
to change the world. Chapter illustrations by Casey Nowak.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Walls Thomas Oles, 2015-01-08 This book about walls is
genuinely exciting and alive with insights, elegance, rigor, style, and thoughtful humanism. It
reveals and interrogates the social, political, and historical complexities of one of our most common
landscape features, demonstrating how we misconstrue or fail to appreciate the nature and
possibilities of physical boundaries. Oles shows that our societies and our politics are shaped by the
nature and quality of the divisions we make on and among landscapes, and he interrogates practical,
theoretical, and ethical aspects of our landscapes and the boundaries between them. This leads him
into stark discussions of barriers such as the USMexico border fence, Israel s fortifications in the
West Bank, and the kinds of residential barriers that define neighborhoods by their edges in
communities worldwide, from Johannesburg to Levittown. Oles further locates counternarratives of
walls, showing how people have lived in walls or used them in seemingly contradictory ways, letting
permeability become a form of strength.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway,
Virginia Woolf's fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923.
Clarissa Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening
party, while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is



middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Seeing Like a State James C. Scott, 2020-03-17 “One of
the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been published in recent
decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial critique of top-down
social planning” by the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to
Tanzania to uncover why states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to
engineer their society or their environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such
planning disasters. “Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we
now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Dorito Effect Mark Schatzker, 2015-05-05 A lively and
important argument from an award-winning journalist proving that the key to reversing North
America’s health crisis lies in the overlooked link between nutrition and flavor. In The Dorito Effect,
Mark Schatzker shows us how our approach to the nation’s number one public health crisis has
gotten it wrong. The epidemics of obesity, heart disease, and diabetes are not tied to the
overabundance of fat or carbs or any other specific nutrient. Instead, we have been led astray by the
growing divide between flavor—the tastes we crave—and the underlying nutrition. Since the late
1940s, we have been slowly leeching flavor out of the food we grow. Those perfectly round, red
tomatoes that grace our supermarket aisles today are mostly water, and the big breasted chickens
on our dinner plates grow three times faster than they used to, leaving them dry and tasteless.
Simultaneously, we have taken great leaps forward in technology, allowing us to produce in the lab
the very flavors that are being lost on the farm. Thanks to this largely invisible epidemic, seemingly
healthy food is becoming more like junk food: highly craveable but nutritionally empty. We have
unknowingly interfered with an ancient chemical language—flavor—that evolved to guide our
nutrition, not destroy it. With in-depth historical and scientific research, The Dorito Effect casts the
food crisis in a fascinating new light, weaving an enthralling tale of how we got to this point and
where we are headed. We’ve been telling ourselves that our addiction to flavor is the problem, but it
is actually the solution. We are on the cusp of a new revolution in agriculture that will allow us to eat
healthier and live longer by enjoying flavor the way nature intended.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true
classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria,
across Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and
unthinkable without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s
best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in
Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's
cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told
through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the
late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo
traditions by British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the
powerful new order. With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages,
Things Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African
experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the
tragedy of the loss of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Facebook Steven Levy, 2020-02-25 One of the Best
Technology Books of 2020—Financial Times “Levy’s all-access Facebook reflects the reputational
swan dive of its subject. . . . The result is evenhanded and devastating.”—San Francisco Chronicle
“[Levy’s] evenhanded conclusions are still damning.”—Reason “[He] doesn’t shy from asking the
tough questions.”—The Washington Post “Reminds you the HBO show Silicon Valley did not have to



reach far for its satire.”—NPR.org The definitive history, packed with untold stories, of one of
America’s most controversial and powerful companies: Facebook As a college sophomore, Mark
Zuckerberg created a simple website to serve as a campus social network. Today, Facebook is nearly
unrecognizable from its first, modest iteration. In light of recent controversies surrounding
election-influencing “fake news” accounts, the handling of its users’ personal data, and growing
discontent with the actions of its founder and CEO—who has enormous power over what the world
sees and says—never has a company been more central to the national conversation. Millions of
words have been written about Facebook, but no one has told the complete story, documenting its
ascendancy and missteps. There is no denying the power and omnipresence of Facebook in
American daily life, or the imperative of this book to document the unchecked power and shocking
techniques of the company, from growing at all costs to outmaneuvering its biggest rivals to acquire
WhatsApp and Instagram, to developing a platform so addictive even some of its own are now
beginning to realize its dangers. Based on hundreds of interviews from inside and outside Facebook,
Levy’s sweeping narrative of incredible entrepreneurial success and failure digs deep into the whole
story of the company that has changed the world and reaped the consequences.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: When Heaven Invades Earth Bill Johnson, 2010-03-24
''This book is a faith builder. It challenges every believer to walk in supernatural signs and wonders
as a natural part of everyday life.'' -John Arnott; Anyone can walk in the miraculous-even you! If
you've ever wanted to live and walk in the supernatural power of God, here's your chance!It is truly
possible for human people to walk in the divine, and Christ came to show us the way. It is by
rediscovering our true identity in Him that we can begin to move into the promises of God regarding
the miraculous. Bill Johnson not only teaches the supernatural, he imparts it by changing the way we
think.If you are not walking in the miraculous, you're living far below your birthright! By laying a
carefully constructed biblical foundation for walking in the supernatural power of God, When
Heaven Invades Earth provides all the equipment you need to experience miracles every day.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Hundred Secret Senses Amy Tan, 1995-10-17 The
Hundred Secret Senses is an exultant novel about China and America, love and loyalty, the identities
we invent and the true selves we discover along the way. Olivia Laguni is half-Chinese, but typically
American in her uneasiness with her patchwork family. And no one in Olivia's family is more
embarrassing to her than her half-sister, Kwan Li. For Kwan speaks mangled English, is cheerfully
deaf to Olivia's sarcasm, and sees the dead with her yin eyes. Even as Olivia details the particulars of
her decades-long grudge against her sister (who, among other things, is a source of infuriatingly
good advice), Kwan Li is telling her own story, one that sweeps us into the splendor, squalor, and
violence of Manchu China. And out of the friction between her narrators, Amy Tan creates a work
that illuminates both the present and the past sweetly, sadly, hilariously, with searing and vivid
prose. Truly magical...unforgettable...this novel...shimmer[s] with meaning.--San Diego Tribune The
Hundred Secret Senses doesn't simply return to a world but burrows more deeply into it, following
new trails to fresh revelations.--Newsweek
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Death of a Naturalist Seamus Heaney, 2014-02-04 Death
of a Naturalist (1966) marked the auspicious debut of Seamus Heaney, a universally acclaimed
master of modern literature. As a first book of poems, it is remarkable for its accurate perceptions
and rich linguistic gifts.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper Illustrated Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, 2021-01-04 The Yellow Wallpaper is a short story by American writer Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, first published in January 1892 in The New England Magazine.[1] It is regarded as an
important early work of American feminist literature, due to its illustration of the attitudes towards
mental and physical health of women in the 19th century.Narrated in the first person, the story is a
collection of journal entries written by a woman whose physician husband (John) has rented an old
mansion for the summer. Forgoing other rooms in the house, the couple moves into the upstairs
nursery. As a form of treatment, the unnamed woman is forbidden from working, and is encouraged
to eat well and get plenty of air, so she can recuperate from what he calls a temporary nervous



depression - a slight hysterical tendency, a diagnosis common to women during that period
  mark on the wall critical analysis: A Critical Theory of Police Power Mark Neocleous,
2021-01-12 Putting police power into the centre of the picture of capitalism The ubiquitous nature
and political attraction of the concept of order has to be understood in conjunction with the idea of
police. Since its first publication, this book has been one of the most powerful and wide-ranging
critiques of the police power. Neocleous argues for an expanded concept of police, able to account
for the range of institutions through which policing takes place. These institutions are concerned not
just with the maintenance and reproduction of order, but with its very fabrication, especially the
fabrication of a social order founded on wage labour. By situating the police power in relation to
both capital and the state and at the heart of the politics of security, the book opens up into an
understanding of the ways in which the state administers civil society and fabricates order through
law and the ideology of crime. The discretionary violence of the police on the street is thereby
connected to the wider administrative powers of the state, and the thud of the truncheon to the dull
compulsion of economic relations.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Outlawed Anna North, 2021-01-05 A REESE'S BOOK
CLUB PICK * INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * BELLETRIST BOOK CLUB PICK * INDIE
NEXT SELECTION * LIBRARY READS SELECTION * AMAZON EDITORS' CHOICE * WASHINGTON
POST BEST OF THE YEAR The terrifying, wise, tender, and thrilling (R.O. Kwon) adventure story of
a fugitive girl, a mysterious gang of robbers, and their dangerous mission to transform the Wild
West. In the year of our Lord 1894, I became an outlaw. The day of her wedding, 17 year old Ada's
life looks good; she loves her husband, and she loves working as an apprentice to her mother, a
respected midwife. But after a year of marriage and no pregnancy, in a town where barren women
are routinely hanged as witches, her survival depends on leaving behind everything she knows. She
joins up with the notorious Hole in the Wall Gang, a band of outlaws led by a preacher-turned-robber
known to all as the Kid. Charismatic, grandiose, and mercurial, the Kid is determined to create a
safe haven for outcast women. But to make this dream a reality, the Gang hatches a treacherous
plan that may get them all killed. And Ada must decide whether she's willing to risk her life for the
possibility of a new kind of future for them all. Featuring an irresistibly no-nonsense, courageous,
and determined heroine, Outlawed dusts off the myth of the old West and reignites the glimmering
promise of the frontier with an entirely new set of feminist stakes. Anna North has crafted a
pulse-racing, page-turning saga about the search for hope in the wake of death, and for truth in a
climate of small-mindedness and fear.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Glass Hotel Emily St. John Mandel, 2020-03-24
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the bestselling author of Station Eleven and Sea of
Tranquility, an exhilarating novel set at the glittering intersection of two seemingly disparate
events—the exposure of a massive criminal enterprise and the mysterious disappearance of a woman
from a ship at sea. “The perfect novel ... Freshly mysterious.” —The Washington Post Vincent is a
bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a five-star lodging on the northernmost tip of Vancouver Island. On
the night she meets Jonathan Alkaitis, a hooded figure scrawls a message on the lobby's glass wall:
Why don’t you swallow broken glass. High above Manhattan, a greater crime is committed: Alkaitis's
billion-dollar business is really nothing more than a game of smoke and mirrors. When his scheme
collapses, it obliterates countless fortunes and devastates lives. Vincent, who had been posing as
Jonathan’s wife, walks away into the night. Years later, a victim of the fraud is hired to investigate a
strange occurrence: a woman has seemingly vanished from the deck of a container ship between
ports of call. In this captivating story of crisis and survival, Emily St. John Mandel takes readers
through often hidden landscapes: campgrounds for the near-homeless, underground electronica
clubs, service in luxury hotels, and life in a federal prison. Rife with unexpected beauty, The Glass
Hotel is a captivating portrait of greed and guilt, love and delusion, ghosts and unintended
consequences, and the infinite ways we search for meaning in our lives. Look for Emily St. John
Mandel’s bestselling new novel, Sea of Tranquility!
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Gospel According to Mark , 1999-01-01 The earliest of



the four Gospels, the book portrays Jesus as an enigmatic figure, struggling with enemies, his inner
and external demons, and with his devoted but disconcerted disciples. Unlike other gospels, his
parables are obscure, to be explained secretly to his followers. With an introduction by Nick Cave
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Kubla Khan Samuel Coleridge, 2015-12-15 Though left
uncompleted, “Kubla Khan” is one of the most famous examples of Romantic era poetry. In it,
Samuel Coleridge provides a stunning and detailed example of the power of the poet’s imagination
through his whimsical description of Xanadu, the capital city of Kublai Khan’s empire. Samuel
Coleridge penned “Kubla Khan” after waking up from an opium-induced dream in which he
experienced and imagined the realities of the great Mongol ruler’s capital city. Coleridge began
writing what he remembered of his dream immediately upon waking from it, and intended to write
two to three hundred lines. However, Coleridge was interrupted soon after and, his memory of the
dream dimming, was ultimately unable to complete the poem. HarperPerennial Classics brings great
works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: The Porpoise Mark Haddon, 2019-06-18 In a bravura feat
of storytelling, Mark Haddon calls upon narratives ancient and modern to tell the story of Angelica, a
young woman trapped in an abusive relationship with her father. When a young man named Darius
discovers their secret, he is forced to escape on a boat bound for the Mediterranean. To his surprise
he finds himself travelling backwards over two thousand years to a world of pirates and shipwrecks,
of plagues and miracles and angry gods. Moving seamlessly between the past and the present,
Haddon conjures the worlds of Angelica and her would-be savior in thrilling fashion. As profound as
it is entertaining, The Porpoise is a stirring and endlessly inventive novel from one of our finest
storytellers.
  mark on the wall critical analysis: Leave the World Behind Rumaan Alam, 2020-10-06 Now a
Netflix film starring Julia Roberts, Mahershala Ali, Ethan Hawke, Myha'la, Farrah Mackenzie,
Charlie Evans and Kevin Bacon. Written for the Screen and Directed by Sam Esmail. Executive
Producers Barack and Michelle Obama, Tonia Davis, Daniel M. Stillman, Nick Krishnamurthy,
Rumaan Alam A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick! Finalist for the 2020 National Book
Award in Fiction One of Barack Obama's Summer Reads A Best Book of the Year From: The
Washington Post * Time * NPR * Elle * Esquire * Kirkus * Library Journal * The Chicago Public
Library * The New York Public Library * BookPage * The Globe and Mail * EW.com * The LA Times *
USA Today * InStyle * The New Yorker * AARP * Publisher's Lunch * LitHub * Book Marks * Electric
Literature * Brooklyn Based * The Boston Globe A magnetic novel about two families, strangers to
each other, who are forced together on a long weekend gone terribly wrong. From the bestselling
author of Rich and Pretty comes a suspenseful and provocative novel keenly attuned to the
complexities of parenthood, race, and class. Leave the World Behind explores how our closest bonds
are reshaped—and unexpected new ones are forged—in moments of crisis. Amanda and Clay head
out to a remote corner of Long Island expecting a vacation: a quiet reprieve from life in New York
City, quality time with their teenage son and daughter, and a taste of the good life in the luxurious
home they’ve rented for the week. But a late-night knock on the door breaks the spell. Ruth and G.
H. are an older couple—it’s their house, and they’ve arrived in a panic. They bring the news that a
sudden blackout has swept the city. But in this rural area—with the TV and internet now down, and
no cell phone service—it’s hard to know what to believe. Should Amanda and Clay trust this
couple—and vice versa? What happened back in New York? Is the vacation home, isolated from
civilization, a truly safe place for their families? And are they safe from one other?
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