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Master and Margarita Analysis: Unraveling Bulgakov's

Masterpiece

Introduction:

Dive deep into the enigmatic world of Mikhail Bulgakov's Master and Margarita. This comprehensive
analysis delves beyond the surface-level narrative, exploring the novel's complex symbolism,
interwoven storylines, and enduring relevance. We'll unpack the themes of love, faith, good versus evil,
and the nature of artistic creation, examining how Bulgakov masterfully blends satire, fantasy, and
philosophical depth to craft a truly unforgettable masterpiece. This post provides a detailed analysis,
exploring key characters, pivotal scenes, and the overarching message of this literary giant. Prepare to

unlock the secrets hidden within the pages of Master and Margarita.

I. The Intertwined Narratives: A City of Contrasts

Bulgakov’s genius lies in his masterful weaving of two seemingly disparate narratives: the fantastical
arrival of Woland and his retinue in 1930s Moscow, and the tragic love story of the Master and
Margarita. The Moscow setting, a depiction of Soviet society under Stalin's rule, is itself a character,
characterized by hypocrisy, bureaucracy, and the suppression of artistic freedom. The arrival of
Woland, a devilish figure representing chaos and truth, disrupts this carefully constructed order,
exposing the moral failings and superficiality beneath the surface. The contrast between the mundane
reality of Moscow and the surreal events surrounding Woland serves to highlight the novel's central
themes, forcing the reader to question the nature of good and evil, truth and illusion. The juxtaposition
also allows Bulgakov to satirize the oppressive political climate while simultaneously exploring

profound philosophical questions.



Il. Characters as Symbols: More Than Meets the Eye

Each character in Master and Margarita operates on multiple levels, acting as symbolic representations
of broader ideas and forces. Woland, far from a simple devil, embodies the disruptive force of truth,
exposing the flaws in societal structures. Margarita, driven by unwavering love for the Master,
symbolizes selfless devotion and the power of human passion. The Master, a struggling writer
grappling with censorship and artistic disillusionment, represents the plight of the artist in a totalitarian
regime. Pontius Pilate, a seemingly historical figure, becomes a complex exploration of guilt,
conscience, and the consequences of inaction. Even seemingly minor characters contribute to the rich
tapestry of symbolism, enriching the novel’s depth and complexity. Analyzing these characters not just

as individuals but as allegorical figures unveils deeper meanings embedded within the narrative.

lll. The Master and Margarita: A Love Story Beyond Romance

The love story between the Master and Margarita transcends conventional romance. It represents a
profound spiritual connection, a devotion that defies societal constraints and even death. Margarita’s
unwavering loyalty and sacrifice reveal the transformative power of love, its ability to overcome
obstacles and transcend earthly limitations. The Master's struggles with his artistic creation and the
subsequent persecution he faces demonstrate the importance of artistic integrity in the face of
oppression. Their relationship serves as a powerful counterpoint to the cynicism and moral decay
prevalent in the Moscow setting. It offers a beacon of hope, a testament to the enduring power of love

and the human spirit.

IV. The Role of Faith and Belief: Questioning the Divine

Master and Margarita doesn't shy away from exploring questions of faith and belief. Woland's presence
challenges conventional notions of good and evil, forcing the reader to consider the ambiguity inherent
in these concepts. The novel doesn't offer easy answers; instead, it invites the reader to grapple with
the complexities of faith and the nature of the divine. The various characters' responses to Woland and
the supernatural events highlight the different ways individuals confront their beliefs, exposing the

spectrum of faith and doubt. The narrative subtly suggests that true faith is found not in blind



adherence to dogma but in the unwavering commitment to one's convictions and the pursuit of truth,

even in the face of adversity.

V. Satire and Social Commentary: A Mirror to Society

Bulgakov masterfully employs satire to critique the societal norms and political realities of his time. The
portrayal of the Moscow elite, their hypocrisy, and their obsession with power and superficiality serves
as a sharp social commentary. The bureaucratic incompetence and pervasive corruption are exposed
through humorous and often absurd situations, highlighting the absurdity of the totalitarian regime.
Bulgakov's satire is not merely cynical; it is a powerful tool for social critique, forcing the reader to
confront the flaws and hypocrisies within the societal structures. The satire enhances the novel's

overall impact, making it a relevant and thought-provoking work even today.

VI. The Novel's Lasting Legacy and Enduring Relevance

Despite being written in a specific historical context, Master and Margarita continues to resonate with
readers across generations. Its exploration of universal themes — love, loss, faith, art, and the struggle
against oppression — transcends time and place. The novel's enduring popularity is a testament to
BulgakovV's literary genius and his ability to create characters and narratives that remain powerfully
relevant even in a vastly changed world. Its exploration of the human condition, the complexities of
morality, and the power of art continues to inspire and challenge readers, securing its place as a

timeless masterpiece of world literature.

VII. Outline of a Detailed Analysis:

Title: A Comprehensive Analysis of Mikhail Bulgakov's Master and Margarita

Contents:



Introduction: Brief overview of the novel and its significance. Introduction of key themes and
characters.

Chapter 1: The Moscow Setting and its Symbolic Significance: Analysis of the portrayal of 1930s
Moscow and its role in the narrative.

Chapter 2: Character Analysis: Woland, Margarita, the Master, and Pontius Pilate: In-depth
examination of key characters and their symbolic representation.

Chapter 3: The Intertwined Narratives: A Tale of Two Worlds: Exploring the connections and contrasts
between the Moscow narrative and the fantastical elements.

Chapter 4: Love, Faith, and Artistic Integrity: Analysis of the novel's central themes and their interplay.
Chapter 5: Satire and Social Commentary: A Critical Lens: Examining Bulgakov's use of satire to
critique Soviet society.

Chapter 6: The Power of Narrative and the Nature of Reality: Discussing the novel's exploration of
storytelling and its impact on perception.

Chapter 7: The Enduring Legacy and Relevance of Master and Margarita: Assessing the novel's
lasting influence and its contemporary relevance.

Conclusion: Summarizing the key findings and offering a final interpretation of the novel's meaning.

(Note: The detailed explanations of each chapter point are provided in the body of the article above.)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the main theme of Master and Margarita? The novel explores multiple interconnected
themes, including love, faith, good versus evil, the power of art, and the consequences of

political oppression.



. Who is Woland, and what is his significance? Woland is a devilish figure who embodies chaos

and truth, disrupting the established order and exposing the hypocrisy of society.

. What is the significance of the Master's manuscript? The Master's manuscript represents the

struggle of the artist in a repressive regime and the importance of artistic integrity.

. What is the role of Margarita in the novel? Margarita is a symbol of unwavering love and selfless

devotion, willing to sacrifice everything for the Master.

. How does Bulgakov use satire in Master and Margarita? Bulgakov uses satire to critique the

political climate, social norms, and bureaucratic incompetence of Soviet society.

. What is the significance of the Pontius Pilate storyline? The Pontius Pilate storyline explores

themes of guilt, conscience, and the consequences of inaction.

. What is the ending of Master and Margarita? The ending is ambiguous, leaving the reader to

ponder the ultimate fate of the characters and the meaning of the narrative.



1. Why is Master and Margarita considered a masterpiece? Its complex characters, intricate plot,

profound themes, and masterful blend of genres make it a truly exceptional work of literature.

1. Is Master and Margarita difficult to read? While the novel is complex and multi-layered, its
engaging narrative and intriguing characters make it a rewarding read for those willing to engage

with its depth.

Related Articles:

1. The Symbolism of Cats in Master and Margarita: An exploration of the feline imagery and its

symbolic meaning within the novel.

1. The Historical Context of Master and Margarita: Examination of the novel's reflection of Soviet

society and its political climate.

1. A Feminist Reading of Margarita: An analysis of Margarita's character and her role in challenging

patriarchal norms.

1. The Philosophical Underpinnings of Master and Margarita: Discussion of the novel's engagement



with philosophical concepts such as good and evil, faith and doubt.

. Comparative Analysis: Master and Margarita and The Devil: A comparison of Bulgakov's work

with other works featuring devilish figures.

. Master and Margarita and the Power of Storytelling: An exploration of the novel's exploration of

the narrative's power to shape reality.

. The Influence of Goethe's Faust on Master and Margarita: An examination of the literary

influences and parallels between the two works.

. Master and Margarita Adaptations: A Critical Review: An overview of various film and stage

adaptations of the novel and their interpretations.

. Critical Reception of Master and Margarita: A survey of the diverse critical responses and

interpretations of the novel throughout history.



master and margarita analysis: The Master & Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-22

Satan, Judas, a Soviet writer, and a talking black cat named Behemoth populate this satire, “a classic
of twentieth-century fiction” (The New York Times). In 1930s Moscow, Satan decides to pay the good
people of the Soviet Union a visit. In old Jerusalem, the fateful meeting of Pilate and Yeshua and the
murder of Judas in the garden of Gethsemane unfold. At the intersection of fantasy and realism,
satire and unflinching emotional truths, Mikhail Bulgakov’s classic The Master and Margarita
eloquently lampoons every aspect of Soviet life under Stalin’s regime, from politics to art to religion,
while interrogating the complexities between good and evil, innocence and guilt, and freedom and
oppression. Spanning from Moscow to Biblical Jerusalem, a vibrant cast of characters—a “magician”
who is actually the devil in disguise, a giant cat, a witch, a fanged assassin—sow mayhem and
madness wherever they go, mocking artists, intellectuals, and politicians alike. In and out of the fray
weaves a man known only as the Master, a writer demoralized by government censorship, and his
mysterious lover, Margarita. Burned in 1928 by the author and restarted in 1930, The Master and
Margarita was Bulgakov’s last completed creative work before his death. It remained unpublished
until 1966—and went on to become one of the most well-regarded works of Russian literature of the
twentieth century, adapted or referenced in film, television, radio, comic strips, theater productions,
music, and opera.

master and margarita analysis: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-18
Satan comes to Soviet Moscow in this critically acclaimed translation of one of the most important
and best-loved modern classics in world literature. The Master and Margarita has been captivating
readers around the world ever since its first publication in 1967. Written during Stalin’s time in
power but suppressed in the Soviet Union for decades, Bulgakov’s masterpiece is an ironic parable
on power and its corruption, on good and evil, and on human frailty and the strength of love. In The
Master and Margarita, the Devil himself pays a visit to Soviet Moscow. Accompanied by a retinue
that includes the fast-talking, vodka-drinking, giant tomcat Behemoth, he sets about creating a
whirlwind of chaos that soon involves the beautiful Margarita and her beloved, a distraught writer
known only as the Master, and even Jesus Christ and Pontius Pilate. The Master and Margarita
combines fable, fantasy, political satire, and slapstick comedy to create a wildly entertaining and
unforgettable tale that is commonly considered the greatest novel to come out of the Soviet Union. It
appears in this edition in a translation by Mirra Ginsburg that was judged “brilliant” by Publishers
Weekly. Praise for The Master and Margarita “A wild surrealistic romp. . . . Brilliantly flamboyant
and outrageous.” —Joyce Carol Oates, The Detroit News “Fine, funny, imaginative. . . . The Master
and Margarita stands squarely in the great Gogolesque tradition of satiric narrative.” —Saul Maloff,
Newsweek “A rich, funny, moving and bitter novel. . . . Vast and boisterous entertainment.” —The
New York Times “The book is by turns hilarious, mysterious, contemplative and poignant. ... A
great work.” —Chicago Tribune “Funny, devilish, brilliant satire. . . . It’s literature of the highest
order and . . . it will deliver a full measure of enjoyment and enlightenment.” —Publishers Weekly

master and margarita analysis: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2018-01-05
English translation of Mikhail Bulgakov's classic Russian novel, with an introduction by the
translator, John Dougherty, and several footnotes explaining references to uniquely Soviet cultural,
social and political concepts.

master and margarita analysis: A Reader’s Companion to Mikhail Bulgakov’s The Master and
Margarita J.A.E. Curtis, 2019-12-17 Mikhail Bulgakov’s novel The Master and Margarita, set in
Stalin’s Moscow, is an intriguing work with a complex structure, wonderful comic episodes and
moments of great beauty. Readers are often left tantalized but uncertain how to understand its rich
meanings. To what extent is it political? Or religious? And how should we interpret the Satanic
Woland? This reader’s companion offers readers a biographical introduction, and analyses of the
structure and the main themes of the novel. More curious readers will also enjoy the accounts of the
novel’s writing and publication history, alongside analyses of the work’s astonishing linguistic
complexity and a review of available English translations.



master and margarita analysis: Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita Andrzej
Klimowski, Mikhail Bulgakov, Danusia Schejbal, 2008 Disappearances, destruction and death spread
throughout Moscow like wildfire, and Margarita has discovered that her lover has vanished in the
chaos. Making a bargain with the devil, she decides to try a little black magic of her own to save the
man she loves.

master and margarita analysis: The Fatal Eggs Mikhail Bulgakov, 2010-04 As the turbulent
years following the Russian revolution of 1917 settle down into a new Soviet reality, the brilliant and
eccentric zoologist Persikov discovers an amazing ray that drastically increases the size and
reproductive rate of living organisms. At the same time, a mysterious plague wipes out all the
chickens in the Soviet republics. The government expropriates Persikov's untested invention in order
to rebuild the poultry industry, but a horrible mix-up quickly leads to a disaster that could threaten
the entire world. This H. G. Wells-inspired novel by the legendary Mikhail Bulgakov is the only one
of his larger works to have been published in its entirety during the author's lifetime. A poignant
work of social science fiction and a brilliant satire on the Soviet revolution, it can now be enjoyed by
English-speaking audiences through this accurate new translation. Includes annotations and
afterword.

master and margarita analysis: Quartet in Autumn Barbara Pym, 2015-10-08 With an
introduction by Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series. One
did not drink sherry before the evening, just as one did not read a novel in the morning. In 1970s
London, Edwin, Norman, Letty and Marcia work in the same office and suffer the same problem -
loneliness. Lovingly and with delightful humour, Barbara Pym conducts us through their day-to-day
existence: their preoccupations, their irritations, their judgements, and - perhaps most keenly felt -
their worries about having somehow missed out on life as post-war Britain shifted around them.
Deliciously, blackly funny and full of obstinate optimism, Quartet in Autumn shows Barbara Pym's
sensitive artistry at its most sparkling. Its world is both extraordinary and familiar, revealing the
eccentricities of everyday life.

master and margarita analysis: Mikhail Bulgakov Edythe C. Haber, 1998 A foremost
Russian writer of the Soviet period, Bulgakov (1891-1940) has attracted much critical attention, yet
Haber is the first to explore in depth his formative years. Blending biography and literary analysis of
motifs, story, and characterization, Haber tracks one writer's answer to the dislocations of
revolution, civil war, and Bolshevism.

master and margarita analysis: The Procurator of Judea Anatole France, 2022-08-15 DigiCat
Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Procurator of Judea by Anatole France. DigiCat
Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been
carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it
deserves as a classic of world literature.

master and margarita analysis: Madrigal's Magic Key to Spanish Margarita Madrigal,
1989-09-01 Use the English you already know to quickly learn the basics of Spanish with this unique,
accessible guide featuring original illustrations by Andy Warhol—from one of America’s most
prominent language teachers. Read, write, and speak Spanish in only a few short weeks! Even the
most reluctant learner will be astonished at the ease and effectiveness of Margarita Madrigal’s
unique method of teaching a foreign language. Completely eliminating rote memorization and
painfully boring drills, Madrigal’s Magic Key to Spanish is guaranteed to help you: ¢ Learn to speak,
read, and write Spanish quickly and easily * Convert English into Spanish in an instant ¢ Start
forming sentences after the very first lesson ¢ Identify thousands of Spanish words within a few
weeks of study ¢ Travel to Spanish-speaking countries with confidence and comfort ¢ Develop
perfect pronunciation, thanks to a handy pronunciation key With original black-and-white illustration
by Andy Warhol, Madrigal’s Magic Key to Spanish will provide readers with a solid foundation upon
which to build their language skills.

master and margarita analysis: The Orphanage Bruno Cabanes, 2021 A devastating story of




the struggle of civilians caught up in the conflict in eastern Ukraine Chosen as one of “Six Books to
Read for Context on Ukraine” by the New York Times Selected by Publishers Weekly as one of the
“20 Best Books of 2021” “Powerful . . . For those who want a glimpse of what life will be like in
Ukraine for years to come, The Orphanage offers a frightening glimpse.”—Bill Marx, Arts Fuse If
every war needs its master chronicler, Ukraine has Serhiy Zhadan, one of Europe’s most promising
novelists. Recalling the brutal landscape of The Road and the wartime storytelling of A Farewell to
Arms, The Orphanage is a searing novel that excavates the human collateral damage wrought by the
ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine. When hostile soldiers invade a neighboring city, Pasha, a
thirty-five-year-old Ukrainian language teacher, sets out for the orphanage where his nephew Sasha
lives, now in occupied territory. Venturing into combat zones, traversing shifting borders, and
forging uneasy alliances along the way, Pasha realizes where his true loyalties lie in an increasingly
desperate fight to rescue Sasha and bring him home. Written with a raw intensity, this is a deeply
personal account of violence that will be remembered as the definitive novel of the war in Ukraine.

master and margarita analysis: Gothic-postmodernism Maria Beville, 2009 Preliminary
Material -- Introduction -- Defining Gothic-postmodernism -- On Gothic Terror -- Generic
Investigations: What is 'Gothic'? -- Postmodernism -- The Gothic and Postmodernism - At the
Interface -- Gothic Literary Transformations: The Fin de Siecle and Modernism -- Introduction to Part
IT -- The Gothic-postmodernist Novel: Three Models -- Gothic Metafiction: The Satanic Verses --
Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita -- Textual Terrors of the Self: Haunting and Hyperreality in
Lunar Park -- Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index.

master and margarita analysis: North Korea: Like Nowhere Else Lindsey Miller,
2021-05-06 The first photographic exploration of North Korea, from a Westerner who lived in
Pyongyang and explored the country beyond for nearly two years. What happens when you travel to
a place where even basic truths are ambiguous? Where sometimes you can't trust your own eyes or
feelings? Where the divide between real and imagined is never clear? For two years, Lindsey Miller
lived in North Korea, long regarded as one of the most closed societies on earth. As one of
Pyongyang's small community of resident foreigners, Lindsey was granted remarkable freedoms to
experience the country without government minders. She had a front row seat as North Korea shot
into the headlines during an unprecedented period of military tension with the US and the
subsequent historic Singapore Summit. However, it was the connection with individuals and their
families, and the day-to-day reality of control and repression, that delivered the real revelations of
North Korean life, and which left Lindsey utterly changed from the woman who had nervously
disembarked from her plane onto an empty runway just two years before. This is her extraordinary
photographic account, a testament to the hidden humanity of North Korea. 'There was much of the
North Koreans and their way of life that I liked and admired, and Lindsey Miller's book brought back
those positive feelings. And if we don't acknowledge those we will never begin to understand the
country.' Michael Palin Please note this is a fixed-format ebook with colour images and may not be
well-suited for older e-readers.

master and margarita analysis: Manuscripts Don't Burn Julie A. E. Curtis, 1991 In his own
lifetime, Russian novelist and playwright Mikhail Bulgakov was scarcely published. A quarter of a
century after his death, his novel, The Master and the Margarita, has become a worldwide
bestseller.;In this book, J.A.E. Curtis presents a chronicle of Bulgakov's life. She is the only
Westerner to have been granted access to either his or his wife's diaries which record the
nightmarish precariousness of life during the Stalinist purges. She combines this with extracts from
letters to and from Bulgakov and with her own commentary. She also includes letters to Stalin, in
which Bulgalov pleads to be allowed to emigrate; letters to his siblings; intimate notes to his second
and third wives; and letters to and from other writers such as Gorky and Zamyatin.

master and margarita analysis: The Master and Margarita. Annotations per chapter Jan
Vanhellemont, 2019-12-20 Mikhail Bulgakov's novel The Master and Margarita is, among other
things, a satire. The author criticises real people in the Soviet Union of the 30s and creates absurd
situations by mixing reality and fiction. That mix is hidden everywhere throughout the novel in small



details which, at first sight, seem to be trivial, but which are significant for those who know why they
are mentioned. In this book you can find annotations, ordered by chapter, explaining the names,
locations, situations, quotations and other elements which Mikhail Bulgakov used to illustrate his
view of Soviet society, with the aim of better understanding the novel. The terms are mentioned in
the order of their first appearance in the novel. On various places in this book you will find Quick
Reference (QR) codes which you can scan to gain immediate access to more detailed information on
the Master and Margarita website.

master and margarita analysis: No Touching Ketty Rouf, 2021-08-12 A MOVING STORY OF
LIBERATION THAT SHATTERS TIRED PREJUDICES ABOUT WOMANHOOD, SEX AND SOCIETY
Josephine teaches in a high school in a suburb of Paris. Her life is a balancing act between Xanax
and Tupperware lunches in the staff room until she walks into a Champs-Elysée's strip club. There
she learns a secret nocturnal code of conduct; she discovers camaraderie and the joys of female
company, and she thrills at the sensation of men's desire directed toward her. Josephine, a teacher
by day, begins to lead a secret existence by night that ultimately allows her to regain control of her
life. This delicate balance is shattered one evening by an unexpected visitor to the club where she
dances. A heartrending reflection on a woman's image of herself, and the way others see her, Ketty
Rouf's extraordinary debut novel No Touching won the prestigious French literary prize Prix du
Premier Roman 2020 (First Novel award)

master and margarita analysis: Sofia Petrovna Jlunus Kopaeesra Yykosckasi, 1994 Sofia
Petrovna is Lydia Chukovskaya's fictional account of the Great Purge. Sofia is a Soviet Everywoman,
a doctor's widow who works as a typist in a Leningrad publishing house. When her beloved son is
caught up in the maelstrom of the purge, she joins the long lines of women outside the prosecutor's
office, hoping against hope for good news. Confronted with a world that makes no moral sense, Sofia
goes mad, a madness which manifests itself in delusions little different from the lies those around
her tell every day to protect themselves. Sofia Petrovna offers a rare and vital record of Stalin's
Great Purges.

master and margarita analysis: The Gnostic Devil in Bulgakov's "Master and Margerita"
Marc Neininger, 2007-11 Essay from the year 2004 in the subject Russian / Slavic Languages, grade:
96%, eqals 1,0, The University of Western Ontario, course: The bible and 20th century literature, 13
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The essay is written in english. It is a
comparative study of the devil figure in Goethe's Faust and the presentation of the devil in the bible.
The focus lies on on Bulgakov's devil figuration, however. The essay also deals with the Gnostic
aspects in Master and Margarita. Most of the quoted literature is available in the MLA database.

master and margarita analysis: Black Snow Mikhail Bulgakov, 2010-06-10 WITH AN
INTRODUCTION BY TERRY GILLIAM When Maxudov's bid to take his own life fails, he dramatises
the novel whose failure provoked the suicide attempt. To the resentment of literary Moscow, his play
is accepted by the legendary Independent Theatre and Maxudov plunges into a vortex of inflated
egos. With each rehearsal more sparks fly and the chances of the play being ready to perform
recede. Black Snow is the ultimate back-stage novel and a brilliant satire by the author of The
Master and Margarita on his ten-year love-hate relationship with Stanislavsky, Method-acting and
the Moscow Arts Theatre.

master and margarita analysis: Good People David Lindsay-Abaire, 2012 THE STORY:
Welcome to Southie, a Boston neighborhood where a night on the town means a few rounds of
bingo, where this month's paycheck covers last month's bills, and where Margie Walsh has just been
let go from yet another job. Facing eviction and

master and margarita analysis: The White Guard Mikhail Bulgakov, 2010-09-16 See? All we
need is... a map and...some kind of plan. This overcoat is neutral darling, neither Bolshevik nor
Menshevik. Just essence of Prole. In Kiev during the Russian Civil War, the Turbin household is
sanctuary to a ragtag, close-knit crowd presided over by the beautiful Lena. As her brothers prepare
to fight for the White Guard, friends charge in from the riotous streets amidst an atmosphere of
heady chaos, quaffing vodka, keeling over, declaiming, taking baths, playing guitar, falling in love.



But the new regime is poised and in its brutal triumph lies destruction for the Turbins and their
world. And those are the real enemies we face, deep in the shadows. This modern man with no
name, no past, no love. This desperate hate-filled man born of loneliness and frustration. This man
with nothing to be proud of, nothing he is part of. . .

master and margarita analysis: Day of the Oprichnik Vladimir Sorokin, 2011-03-15 One of
The Telegraph's Best Fiction Books of 2011 “Vladimir Sorokin is one of Russia's greatest writers,
and this novel is one of his best . . . A joy to read—more entertaining, dynamic, engaging, and deeply
hilarious than a dystopian novel has any right to be.” —Gary Shteyngart, author of Absurdistan and
Super Sad True Love Story A startling, relentless portrait of a troubled and troubling Russian
empire, Vladimir Sorokin's Day of the Oprichnik is at once a richly imagined vision of the future and
a razor-sharp diagnosis of a country in crisis. Moscow, 2028. A scream, a moan, and a death rattle
slowly pull Andrei Danilovich Komiaga out of his drunken stupor. But wait—that's just his ring tone.
So begins another day in the life of an oprichnik, one of the czar's most trusted courtiers—and one of
the country's most feared men. In this new New Russia, where futuristic technology and the
draconian codes of Ivan the Terrible are in perfect synergy, Komiaga will attend extravagant parties,
partake in brutal executions, and consume an arsenal of drugs. He will rape and pillage, and he will
be moved to tears by the sweetly sung songs of his homeland. Vladimir Sorokin has imagined a near
future both too disturbing to contemplate and too realistic to dismiss. But like all of his best work,
Sorokin's new novel explodes with invention and dark humor.

master and margarita analysis: The Yid Paul Goldberg, 2016-02-02 A DEBUT NOVEL OF
DARING ORIGINALITY, THE YID GUARANTEES THAT YOU WILL NEVER THINK OF STALINIST
RUSSIA, SHAKESPEARE, THEATER, YIDDISH, OR HISTORY THE SAME WAY AGAIN Moscow,
February 1953. A week before Stalin's death, his final pogrom, one that would forever rid the
Motherland of the vermin, is in full swing. Three government goons arrive in the middle of the night
to arrest Solomon Shimonovich Levinson, an actor from the defunct State Jewish Theater. But
Levinson, though an old man, is a veteran of past wars, and his shocking response to the intruders
sets in motion a series of events both zany and deadly as he proceeds to assemble a ragtag group to
help him enact a mad-brilliant plot: the assassination of a tyrant. While the setting is Soviet Russia,
the backdrop is Shakespeare: A mad king has a diabolical plan to exterminate and deport his
country's remaining Jews. Levinson's cast of unlikely heroes includes Aleksandr Kogan, a
machine-gunner in Levinson's Red Army band who has since become one of Moscow's premier
surgeons; Frederick Lewis, an African American who came to the USSR to build smelters and stayed
to work as an engineer, learning Russian, Esperanto, and Yiddish; and Kima Petrova, an enigmatic
young woman with a score to settle. And wandering through the narrative, like a crazy Soviet
Ragtime, are such historical figures as Paul Robeson, Solomon Mikhoels, and Marc Chagall. As
hilarious as it is moving, as intellectual as it is violent, Paul Goldberg's THE YID is a tragicomic
masterpiece of historical fiction.

master and margarita analysis: Between Two Worlds Andrew Barratt, 1987 The first
comprehensive study of Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita in English, Between Two Worlds
describes the genesis and reception of this important and controversial novel inside and outside the
Soviet Union. The first comprehensive study of Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita in English,
Between Two Worlds describes the genesis and reception of this important and controversial novel
inside and outside Russia.

master and margarita analysis: Russian Literature Andrew Baruch Wachtel, Ilya Vinitsky,
2013-05-08 For most English-speaking readers, Russian literature consists of a small number of
individual writers - nineteenth-century masters such as Dostoevsky, Tolstoy and Turgenev - or a few
well-known works - Chekhov's plays, Brodsky's poems, and perhaps Master and Margarita and
Doctor Zhivago from the twentieth century. The medieval period, as well as the brilliant tradition of
Russian lyric poetry from the eighteenth century to the present, are almost completely terra
incognita, as are the complex prose experiments of Nikolai Gogol, Nikolai Leskov, Andrei Belyi, and
Andrei Platonov. Furthermore, those writers who have made an impact are generally known outside




of the contexts in which they wrote and in which their work has been received. In this engaging
book, Andrew Baruch Wachtel and Ilya Vinitsky provide a comprehensive, conceptually challenging
history of Russian literature, including prose, poetry and drama. Each of the ten chapters deals with
a bounded time period from medieval Russia to the present. In a number of cases, chapters overlap
chronologically, thereby allowing a given period to be seen in more than one context. To tell the
story of each period, the authors provide an introductory essay touching on the highpoints of its
development and then concentrate on one biography, one literary or cultural event, and one literary
work, which serve as prisms through which the main outlines of a given period?s development can
be discerned. Although the focus is on literature, individual works, lives and events are placed in
broad historical context as well as in the framework of parallel developments in Russian art and
music.

master and margarita analysis: Pedro Pdramo Juan Rulfo, Josephine Sacabo, Margaret Sayers
Peden, 2002-11-01 Beseeched by his dying mother to locate his father, Pedro Paramo, whom they
fled from years ago, Juan Preciado sets out for Comala. Comala is a town alive with whispers and
shadows--a place seemingly populated only by memory and hallucinations. 49 photos.

master and margarita analysis: The Satanic Verses Salman Rushdie, 2000-12 Just before
dawn one winter's morning, a hijacked jetliner explodes above the English Channel. Through the
falling debris, two figures, Gibreel Farishta, the biggest star in India, and Saladin Chamcha, an
expatriate returning from his first visit to Bombay in fifteen years, plummet from the sky, washing
up on the snow-covered sands of an English beach, and proceed through a series of metamorphoses,
dreams, and revelations.

master and margarita analysis: Tenth of December George Saunders, 2013-01-03 The
prize-winning, New York Times bestselling short story collection from the internationally bestselling
author of Lincoln in the Bardo 'The best book you'll read this year' New York Times 'Dazzlingly
surreal stories about a failing America' Sunday Times WINNER OF THE 2014 FOLIO PRIZE AND
SHORTLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD 2013 George Saunders's most wryly hilarious
and disturbing collection yet, Tenth of December illuminates human experience and explores figures
lost in a labyrinth of troubling preoccupations. A family member recollects a backyard pole dressed
for all occasions; Jeff faces horrifying ultimatums and the prospect of Darkenfloxx(TM) in some
unusual drug trials; and Al Roosten hides his own internal monologue behind a winning smile that he
hopes will make him popular. With dark visions of the future riffing against ghosts of the past and
the ever-settling present, this collection sings with astonishing charm and intensity.

master and margarita analysis: Morphine (New Directions Pearls) Mikhail Afanasevich
Bulgakov, 2013-09-26 From the author of The Master and Margarita comes this short and tragic
masterpiece about drug addiction Young Dr. Bromgard has come to a small country town to assume
a new practice. No sooner has he arrived than he receives word that a colleague, Dr. Polyakov, has
fallen gravely ill. Before Bromgard can go to his friend’s aid, Polyakov is brought to his practice in
the middle of the night with a self-inflicted gunshot wound, and, barely conscious, gives Bromgard
his journal before dying. What Bromgard uncovers in the entries is Polyakov’s uncontrollable and
merciless descent into morphine addiction — his first injection to ease his back pain, the thrill of the
drug as it overtakes him, the looming signs of addiction, and the feverish final entries before his
death.

master and margarita analysis: The Author as Hero Justin Weir, 2002-06-26 An original
reading of three famous novels reveals a significant shift in the Russian tradition of psychological
proseJustin Weir develops a persuasive analysis of the complex relationship between authorial
self-reflection and literary tradition in three of the most famous Russian novels of the first half of the
twentieth century: Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita, Boris Pasternak's Doctor Zhivago,
and Vladimir Nabokov's The Gift.All three novelists respond to a dual crisis, according to Weir: the
general modernist destabilization of identity, and the estrangement from literary tradition that
followed the Russian Revolution. Using various self-reflexive literary devices (such as the mise en
abyme), these authors reincorporate literary tradition into their works and, in the process, generate



a distinctive view of identity. Character, in these novels, is neither the outcome of a continuous
process of Bildung, nor a direct function of the individual's relation to larger historical events.
Rather, character is defined in the act of writing itself, so that every hero must be a sort of author.
The outcome is a new novelistic art that focuses on the identity of the artist as revealed through his
writing.With its innovative interpretation of these novels and its compelling historical, cultural, and
theoretical insights, The Author as Hero offers a new view of an important moment in the evolution
of Russian literature.

master and margarita analysis: Vladimir Nabokov D. Rampton, 2012-11-13 A clearly written,
insightful study of Nabokov the novelist, providing an expert analysis of the 17 novels he wrote
during a career spanning more than 50 years: one of the most impressive, challenging, and
controversial literary achievements of our time.

master and margarita analysis: Mikhail and Margarita Julie Lekstrom Himes, 2017-03-16 A
love triangle involving Mikhail Bulgakov, an agent of Stalin's secret police, and the bewitching
Margarita, and its inescapable consequences. It is 1933 and Mikhail Bulgakov's enviable career is on
the brink of being dismantled. His friend and mentor, the poet Osip Mandelstam, has been arrested,
tortured, and sent into exile. Meanwhile, a mysterious agent of the secret police has developed a
growing obsession with exposing Bulgakov as an enemy of the state. To make matters worse,
Bulgakov has fallen in love with the dangerously outspoken Margarita. Facing imminent arrest,
infatuated with Margarita, he is inspired to write his masterpiece. Ranging between lively readings
in the homes of Moscow's literary elite to the Siberian Gulag, Mikhail and Margarita recounts a
passionate love triangle while painting a portrait of a country with a towering literary tradition
confronting a dictatorship that does not tolerate dissent. Margarita is a strong, idealistic woman,
who is fiercely loved by two very different men, both of whom will fail in their attempts to shield her
from the machinations of a regime hungry for human sacrifice. Himes launches a rousing defence of
art and the artist during a time of systematic deception and she movingly portrays the ineluctable
consequences of love for one of history's most enigmatic literary figures.

master and margarita analysis: Spurious Correlations Tyler Vigen, 2015-05-12 Spurious
Correlations ... is the most fun you'll ever have with graphs. -- Bustle Military intelligence analyst
and Harvard Law student Tyler Vigen illustrates the golden rule that correlation does not equal
causation through hilarious graphs inspired by his viral website. Is there a correlation between Nic
Cage films and swimming pool accidents? What about beef consumption and people getting struck
by lightning? Absolutely not. But that hasn't stopped millions of people from going to tylervigen.com
and asking, Wait, what? Vigen has designed software that scours enormous data sets to find unlikely
statistical correlations. He began pulling the funniest ones for his website and has since gained
millions of views, hundreds of thousands of likes, and tons of media coverage. Subversive and clever,
Spurious Correlations is geek humor at its finest, nailing our obsession with data and conspiracy
theory.

master and margarita analysis: August Gerard Woodward, 2008 Shortlisted for the
Whitbread Award, August is the life of a family through 15 summer trips to Wales. This
unforgettable first novel revels in nostalgia for post-war England.

master and margarita analysis: Diaboliad Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-22 “Bulgakov’s strong
point was his ability to amplify the roots of man’s dementia, the howls of political pandemonium . . .
a lively collection.” —The Washington Post Book World Mikhail Bulgakov’s Diaboliad and Other
Stories, comprised of Diaboliad, No. 13-The Elpit Workers’ Commune, A Chinese Tale, and The
Adventures of Chichikov, serves as an excellent introduction to this renowned Russian satirist and
playwright’s work. Black comedy, biting social and political commentary, and Bulgakov’s unique
narrative exuberance combine to tell the tales of labyrinthine post-Revolution bureaucracy; clashes
between science, the intellectual class, and the state; and the high price to be paid for the promised
utopian world of Communism in early Soviet Russia. Bulgakov’s signature eloquent skewering of the
various shortcomings of the world around and within him can be found on every page, and horror
and magic interweave in a constant dance of the absurd—a dance that would reach its highest point



both stylistically and thematically in Bulgakov’s tour de force novel The Master and Margarita. “One
of the most original voices of the twentieth century.” —The Guardian, UK

master and margarita analysis: Evil and the Justice of God N. T. Wright, 2013-03-21 N.T.
Wright explores all aspects of evil and how it presents itself in society today. Fully grounded in the
story of the Old and New Testaments, this presentation is provocative and hopeful; a fascinating
analysis of and response to the fundamental question of evil and justice that faces believers.

master and margarita analysis: Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita Elena N. Mahlow, 1975

master and margarita analysis: The Master & Margarita Laura D. Weeks, 1996 This volume
considers the Russian writer Bulgakov's work, The master and Margarita. It opens with the editor's
general introduction, discussing the work in the context of the writer's oeuvre as well as its place
within the Russian literary tradition. The introductory section also includes considerations of
existing translations and of textual problems in the original Russian. The following sections contain
several wide-ranging articles by other scholars, primary sources and background material such as
letters, memoirs, early reviews and maps.

master and margarita analysis: The Year of Reading Dangerously Andy Miller, 2014-12-09
“[A] fanciful, endearing account of his experiences tackling classic works of fiction. . . . There is
plenty of hilarity in [this] intimate literary memoir.” —Publishers Weekly Nearing his fortieth
birthday, author and critic Andy Miller realized he’s not nearly as well read as he’d like to be. A
devout book lover who somehow fell out of the habit of reading, he began to ponder the power of
books to change an individual life—including his own—and to the define the sort of person he would
like to be. Beginning with a copy of Bulgakov’s Master and Margarita, he embarks on a literary
odyssey of mindful reading and wry introspection. From Middlemarch to Anna Karenina to A
Confederacy of Dunces, these are books Miller felt he should read; books he’d always wanted to
read; books he’d previously started but hadn’t finished; and books he’d lied about having read to
impress people. Combining memoir and literary criticism, The Year of Reading Dangerously is
Miller’s heartfelt, humorous examination of what it means to be a reader. Passionately believing that
books deserve to be read, enjoyed, and debated in the real world, Miller documents his reading
experiences and how they resonated in his daily life and ultimately his very sense of self. The result
is a witty and insightful journey of discovery and soul-searching that celebrates the abiding miracle
of the power of reading. “An affecting tale of the rediscovery of great books . . . [by] a friendly, funny
Brit.” —Boston Globe “Funny and engaging.” —Kirkus Reviews “Amiable, circumstantial, amusing,
charming. . . . [Miller’s] style owes something . . . to Joe Brainard and David Foster Wallace.” —The
Times (London)

master and margarita analysis: The Anna Karenina Fix Viv Groskop, 2018-10-23 “In this
hilarious, candid, and thought-provoking memoir, [Groskop] explains how she used lessons from
Russian classics to understand herself better.” —Gretchen Rubin, #1 New York Times-bestselling
author As Viv Groskop knows from personal experience, everything that has ever happened to a
person has already happened in the Russian classics: from not being sure what to do with your life
(Anna Karenina), to being hopelessly in love with someone who doesn’t love you back (Turgenev’s A
Month in the Country), or being socially anxious about your appearance (all of Chekhov’s work). In
The Anna Karenina Fix, a sort of literary self-help memoir, Groskop mines these and other works, as
well as the lives of their celebrated creators, and her own experiences as a student of Russian, to
answer the question “How should you live your life?” This is a charming and fiercely intelligent book,
a love letter to Russian literature and an exploration of the answers these writers found to life’s
questions. “[Groskop is] a delight, a reader’s reader whose professional and personal experiences
have allowed her to write the kind of book that not only is complete unto itself, but makes you want
to head to the library and revisit or discover the great works she loves.” —The Washington Post
“Learn how to hack life nineteenth-century Russian style! You'll totally be like Anna Karenina
without getting (spoiler alert) run over by a train!” —Gary Shteyngart, New York Times-bestselling
author “For anyone intimidated by Russia’s daunting literary heritage, this humorous yet thoughtful
introduction will serve as the perfect entrée.” —Publishers Weekly
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