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MATC Accounting: Your Comprehensive Guide to Milwaukee Area
Technical College's Accounting Programs

Are you looking to launch a rewarding career in accounting? Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC) offers
a robust and respected pathway to success. But navigating the various accounting programs and
understanding what each entails can be overwhelming. This comprehensive guide dives deep into MATC's
accounting offerings, providing a clear picture of the curriculum, career prospects, and everything you need to
know before enrolling. We'll cover program specifics, career paths, admission requirements, and more, ensuring
you have the information you need to make an informed decision.

Understanding MATC's Accounting Programs: A Detailed Overview

MATC's strength lies in its practical, hands-on approach to education, preparing students for immediate entry
into the workforce. Their accounting programs aren't just theoretical; they emphasize real-world application
and industry-relevant skills. Let's explore the key aspects:

1. Program Options:

MATC offers a range of accounting-related programs, catering to different career goals and educational
backgrounds. These typically include:

Associate Degree in Accounting: This is a foundational program, providing a solid base in accounting principles,
financial reporting, and auditing. It's ideal for those seeking entry-level positions or transferring to a four-
year university to pursue a bachelor's degree.

Accounting Certificates: For individuals seeking focused training in specific accounting areas, MATC provides
certificates in areas like bookkeeping, payroll accounting, or even specialized software applications used in the
industry. These are perfect for career changers or those looking to enhance their existing skills.

Continuing Education Courses: MATC offers a variety of non-credit courses designed for professionals looking
to stay updated on current accounting practices, new software, or specific industry regulations. This
continuous learning is crucial for career advancement.

2. Curriculum and Course Highlights:

The core curriculum generally covers fundamental accounting principles, financial accounting, managerial
accounting, cost accounting, auditing, and taxation. Many programs also integrate the use of industry-
standard accounting software like QuickBooks and other relevant tools. Students learn through lectures,
hands-on projects, simulations, and often include internships for practical experience.

3. Faculty and Resources:

MATC boasts experienced instructors with strong industry connections. Many are practicing accountants,
bringing real-world insights into the classroom. Students also benefit from access to academic advising, career
services, and tutoring support. The college often provides access to industry-standard software licenses and
other learning resources.



4. Career Opportunities:

Graduates from MATC's accounting programs are well-prepared for a variety of entry-level positions,
including:

Bookkeeper: Responsible for recording financial transactions, managing accounts payable and receivable, and
preparing financial reports.
Accounting Clerk: Supports accountants with various tasks, such as data entry, reconciliation, and
preparing documents.
Payroll Specialist: Manages employee payroll, including calculating wages, deductions, and processing
payments.
Accounts Payable/Receivable Clerk: Focuses on managing either the payments to vendors (accounts payable)
or the money owed to the company (accounts receivable).
Junior Accountant: Depending on their experience and further education, graduates may be eligible for junior
accountant roles, assisting with more complex tasks.

Many graduates use their MATC education as a stepping stone to further their education at a four-year
university, pursuing a bachelor's or even master's degree in accounting or a related field like finance.

5. Admission Requirements and Financial Aid:

Admission requirements vary depending on the chosen program. Generally, a high school diploma or GED is
required. MATC provides comprehensive information on their website regarding application procedures, deadlines,
and required documentation. Financial aid is available through various grants, scholarships, and loans.
Exploring the available options early is recommended.

MATC Accounting Program Outline: A Detailed Breakdown

Here's a sample outline of a typical MATC accounting associate degree program, though specific courses and
their order may vary:

I. Introduction:

Welcome to MATC Accounting Programs
Overview of Program Options and Career Paths
Importance of Accounting in Today's Business World

II. Fundamental Accounting Principles:

Introduction to Financial Accounting
Basic Accounting Equation and Double-Entry Bookkeeping
Chart of Accounts and Journal Entries
Preparing Trial Balances and Adjusting Entries
Financial Statement Preparation (Income Statement, Balance Sheet, Statement of Cash Flows)

III. Intermediate Accounting:

Advanced Accounting Concepts and Techniques
Cost Accounting and Inventory Management
Managerial Accounting for Decision-Making
Budgeting and Forecasting
Analysis of Financial Statements

IV. Specialized Accounting Areas:



Taxation Principles (Basic Income Tax)
Auditing Fundamentals
Payroll Accounting
Government and Not-for-Profit Accounting (Potentially depending on the curriculum)

V. Software and Technology:

Proficiency in Accounting Software (e.g., QuickBooks)
Spreadsheet Software Applications (e.g., Microsoft Excel)
Data Analysis and Reporting Techniques

VI. Internship/Practical Experience:

Opportunities to gain hands-on experience in a real-world accounting environment
Networking opportunities with industry professionals

VII. Conclusion:

Career readiness and job prospects
Continued education opportunities
Resources and support available for graduates

Detailed Explanation of Each Section of the Outline

Each section of the outline above represents a significant portion of the MATC accounting program. The
curriculum is designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the fundamentals and a
practical skill set. Let's look at each section in more detail:

I. Introduction: This module sets the stage, explaining the various program options, emphasizing the importance
of accounting in the business world, and highlighting the potential career paths available to graduates.

II. Fundamental Accounting Principles: This is the core of any accounting program. Students learn the basics of
double-entry bookkeeping, financial statement preparation, and the principles behind recording and analyzing
financial transactions.

III. Intermediate Accounting: This section builds upon the fundamentals, introducing more advanced concepts like
cost accounting, which is crucial for businesses to understand product pricing and profitability, and
managerial accounting, which uses financial data to aid in strategic business decision-making.

IV. Specialized Accounting Areas: This section focuses on specific areas within accounting. Taxation is a
crucial component, providing students with a foundation in income tax principles. Auditing provides
understanding of verifying financial statements' accuracy. Payroll accounting involves the intricate process
of calculating and processing employee compensation. Depending on the program's specialization, other topics
like government or non-profit accounting might be included.

V. Software and Technology: Proficiency in accounting software is crucial for modern accounting
professionals. This section focuses on developing skills in industry-standard software like QuickBooks and
also enhancing spreadsheet skills, which are vital for data analysis and report generation.

VI. Internship/Practical Experience: Hands-on experience is invaluable. MATC's program likely includes
opportunities for internships, which allow students to apply their knowledge in a real-world setting and build
their professional network.

VII. Conclusion: The final section reinforces the career readiness of graduates, highlighting the available
resources and support for those seeking further education or entering the workforce.



FAQs about MATC Accounting Programs

What is the duration of the Associate Degree in Accounting program at MATC? The typical duration is1.
two years, assuming full-time enrollment.

Are there evening or weekend classes available? Yes, MATC generally offers flexible scheduling options,1.
including evening and weekend classes, to accommodate working students.

What is the cost of the program? Tuition costs vary depending on the program and the number of credit1.
hours. Check the MATC website for the most up-to-date pricing information and financial aid options.

What are the admission requirements? Typically, a high school diploma or GED is required. Specific1.
requirements might vary by program. Review the MATC website for detailed admission information.

Are there any scholarships or financial aid opportunities available? Yes, MATC offers a variety of1.
financial aid options, including grants, scholarships, and loans. Contact the MATC financial aid office
to learn more.

What kind of job placement assistance does MATC provide? MATC offers career services, including1.
resume building assistance, interview preparation, and job placement support to help graduates find
employment.

Can I transfer my MATC credits to a four-year university? Yes, many students use their MATC1.
associate degree as a stepping stone to a four-year university. However, it's essential to check with the
university you're interested in transferring to for transfer credit policies.

What accounting software do they teach? MATC's programs generally include instruction on industry-1.
standard software such as QuickBooks.

Are there any prerequisites for enrolling in the program? Prerequisites may vary depending on the specific1.
program chosen. Review the program description on the MATC website for details.



Related Articles:

Choosing the Right Accounting Career Path: This article explores different accounting career paths,1.
helping individuals identify their ideal specializations.

Mastering QuickBooks for Accounting Professionals: This focuses on developing proficiency in1.
QuickBooks accounting software.

The Importance of Continuing Education for Accountants: This article emphasizes the need for ongoing1.
professional development in the accounting field.

How to Ace Your Accounting Interview: This provides tips and strategies for successful job interviews1.
in the accounting industry.

Top Accounting Software for Small Businesses: This compares different accounting software solutions1.
for small business owners.

Understanding Financial Statements: A Beginner's Guide: This provides a simple explanation of financial1.
statements for those new to accounting.

The Future of Accounting in the Age of Automation: This discusses the impact of technology on the1.
accounting profession.

Building a Strong Accounting Resume: This guides readers on creating effective resumes to secure1.
accounting jobs.

Networking for Accountants: Building Your Professional Connections: This emphasizes the importance of1.
networking for career advancement in accounting.
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Accounting is one of the most in-demand careers today, with more new jobs opening up every day.
The opportunities available to accountants, auditors and similar professionals in the field are
expected to continue expanding as international business increases and more government
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Purposes: People's Republic of China 2020 (Second Round) Peer Review Report on the Exchange of
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