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Al Jaffee's Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions: A Deep Dive into
Mad Magazine's Genius

Introduction:

For decades, Al Jaffee's "Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions" has been a staple of Mad Magazine, providing
readers with a hilarious and insightful dose of satirical wit. More than just punchlines, these short quips offer
a unique blend of absurdity, social commentary, and unexpected logic that continues to resonate with
audiences of all ages. This post delves deep into the enduring appeal of Jaffee's work, exploring its comedic
techniques, its cultural impact, and the enduring reasons why these seemingly simple answers remain so
profoundly funny. We'll examine individual examples, analyze the underlying humor, and uncover why "Snappy
Answers" remains a timeless treasure of comedic genius. Prepare to have your funny bone tickled and your mind
pleasantly perplexed!

I. The Genesis of Genius: Understanding Jaffee's Style

Al Jaffee's unique brand of humor transcends simple wordplay. His "Snappy Answers" are characterized by their
unexpected twists, their ability to subvert expectations, and their often-surreal connections between question
and answer. He masterfully employs techniques such as:

Irony and Sarcasm: Jaffee often uses a deceptively straightforward tone to deliver a sarcastic or ironic
punchline, highlighting the absurdity of the initial question. The contrast between the seemingly innocent query
and the cutting response is a key element of his humor.

Wordplay and Puns: While not always relying heavily on puns, Jaffee cleverly incorporates wordplay to
create unexpected connections and enhance the comedic effect. He plays with the multiple meanings of words and
phrases to achieve surprising results.

Non Sequitur Humor: Many of Jaffee's answers are classic non sequiturs – responses that have no logical
connection to the question. This seemingly illogical approach is precisely what makes them so funny, forcing
the reader to reconsider their expectations of a standard "answer."

Social Commentary (Subtly Delivered): While seemingly lighthearted, Jaffee's work often subtly touches upon
societal norms and expectations. His humor acts as a vehicle to critique these norms, albeit in a cleverly
disguised and entertaining way. This adds a layer of depth to his seemingly simple gags.

II. Deconstructing the Laugh: Analyzing Specific Examples

Let's examine a few classic examples to illustrate Jaffee's masterful comedic techniques. Consider these:

Q: Why don't scientists trust atoms? A: Because they make up everything! This utilizes wordplay and a
playful subversion of scientific authority. The answer twists the common phrase "make up" to create a
humorous disconnect.

Q: What do you call a lazy kangaroo? A: Pouch potato. This is a simple but effective pun, combining the image
of a kangaroo in its pouch with the term "couch potato." The unexpected combination is inherently funny.

Q: Why did the bicycle fall over? A: Because it was two tired. This relies on a classic pun, using the similar
sounds of "too tired" and "two tired" to create a humorous image.

By dissecting these examples, we see the diverse toolkit Jaffee employs to elicit laughter. It's not simply about
clever wordplay, but about the unexpected juxtaposition of ideas and the subtle subversion of expectations.



III. The Enduring Legacy: Why "Snappy Answers" Still Resonate

The continued popularity of "Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions" speaks volumes about its timeless appeal.
Its enduring success can be attributed to several factors:

Universality: The questions posed are often relatable, touching upon everyday experiences and common queries.
This relatability allows a broad audience to connect with the humor.

Timelessness: While some social commentary might subtly shift with time, the core comedic mechanisms remain
effective across generations. The absurdity and unexpectedness of the answers transcend temporal boundaries.

Simplicity and Brevity: The short, punchy format makes them easily digestible and shareable. They are perfect
for quick bursts of laughter in a fast-paced world.

Creative Freedom: Jaffee's freedom to explore unconventional comedic approaches allowed for a consistent
stream of inventive and surprising responses. This lack of constraint resulted in a unique and engaging style.

IV. The Impact on Popular Culture: A Lasting Impression

Jaffee's "Snappy Answers" have infiltrated popular culture, inspiring countless imitations and parodies. Its
influence can be seen in various forms of comedy, showcasing the enduring power of its unique style. The simple
yet effective formula has become a blueprint for comedic writers and continues to inspire new generations of
humorists.

V. Conclusion: A Celebration of Absurdity

Al Jaffee's "Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions" are more than just jokes; they are a testament to the power
of creative thinking, unexpected humor, and the enduring appeal of absurdity. Through clever wordplay, ironic
twists, and a healthy dose of non-sequiturs, Jaffee has crafted a comedic legacy that continues to delight
readers and inspire future generations of humorists. The seemingly simple format belies a depth of comedic genius
that continues to resonate with audiences worldwide.
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Introduction: Hooking the reader and overview of the article's content.
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FAQs:

Who is Al Jaffee? Al Jaffee is a renowned American cartoonist and humorist, best known for his long-1.
running feature "Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions" in Mad Magazine.



How long has "Snappy Answers" been running? The feature ran for decades in Mad Magazine, becoming a1.
hallmark of the publication.

What makes Jaffee's humor unique? Jaffee's humor is characterized by its unexpected twists, ironic1.
delivery, clever wordplay, and often illogical connections between questions and answers.

What kind of questions does Jaffee typically answer? The questions range from mundane to absurd,1.
often touching upon everyday experiences and common queries.

Is there a pattern to Jaffee's answers? While there's no strict pattern, many answers employ irony,1.
wordplay, and non-sequiturs to achieve a humorous effect.

What is the overall tone of "Snappy Answers"? The tone is generally lighthearted and playful, though1.
often with underlying satirical undertones.

Where can I find more of Al Jaffee's work? Besides Mad Magazine, his work is available in various1.
collections and anthologies.

What is the significance of "Snappy Answers" in the history of humor? "Snappy Answers" represents a1.
unique and highly influential style of comedic writing, impacting generations of humorists.

Is Al Jaffee still creating "Snappy Answers"? While his contributions to Mad may have lessened in recent1.
years, his legacy and the lasting impact of "Snappy Answers" remain strong.

Related Articles:

The History of Mad Magazine: A comprehensive overview of the iconic publication's history and impact.1.

The Greatest Mad Magazine Covers of All Time: A visual exploration of Mad's most memorable cover1.
art.



The Art of Satire in Mad Magazine: An analysis of the satirical techniques employed in Mad Magazine.1.

Al Jaffee's Other Comic Contributions: A look at Jaffee's work beyond "Snappy Answers."1.

The Influence of Mad Magazine on Popular Culture: Examining Mad's lasting impact on society and the1.
media.

The Evolution of Humor in Mad Magazine: Tracing the changes in comedic styles throughout the1.
publication's history.

A Comparative Analysis of Al Jaffee's Humor: Comparing Jaffee's style to other prominent humorists.1.

How Al Jaffee's "Snappy Answers" Uses Wordplay: A dedicated analysis of the wordplay and puns1.
employed in his work.

The Social Commentary in Al Jaffee's "Snappy Answers": A closer look at the subtle social commentary1.
embedded in Jaffee's humorous responses.

��al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Al Jaffee's Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions
, 1975
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions Al
Jaffee, 1987-06-15 You'll be glad you asked--because the king of snappy comebacks is on the warpath
again with MAD magazine's fifth edition of Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Tall Tales Al Jaffee, 2015-01-06 An anthology
of the innovative vertical comic strip by the legendary MAD Magazine contributor—with an
introduction by Stephen Colbert. Tall Tales was a one-of-a-kind newspaper strip that could only have
come from the mind of Al Jaffee. While other newspaper strips are square, single-panel or
multiple-panel horizontal gag cartoons, Jaffee, known for the Fold-In in MAD Magazine, once again
altered the format of his work to create a vertical strip—the first, and last, in newspaper history. The
original comic strip was syndicated internationally by the New York Herald Tribune from
1957–1963. This anthology contains the best 120 wordless strips out of over 2,200, scanned from the
original files. The book features a new preface by Jaffee and an introduction by Stephen Colbert.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Al Jaffee's Mad Life Mary-Lou Weisman,
2011-10-04 Since 1955, when his work began enlivening the pages of MAD magazine, Al Jaffee has
pickled three generations of American kids in the brine of satire—and he continues to bring millions
of childhoods to untimely ends with the knowledge that parents are hypocrites, teachers are



dummies, politicians are liars, and life isn’t fair. Jaffee has a life story that is truly bizarre, that reads
like a comic strip of traumatic cliff-hangers with cartoons by Jaffee and captions by Freud—from his
traumatic childhood as a reverse immigrant to finding his adult place at the forefront of a movement
that would forever change the face of humor and cartooning in America. A cliff-hanger of a life
deserves a page-turner of a biography, and that’s precisely what Mary-Lou Weisman and Al Jaffee
have delivered.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: A Pretentious Compendium of Mad's Very Best
Snappy Answers to Stupid Questions Al Jaffee, 1986
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Mad's All New Snappy Answers to Stupid
Questions Al Jaffee, 1989 Do stupid questions bother you? Do you feel like stoning the next cluck
who asks one? Well never fear, MAD is here with a whole new set of comebacks for dumb questions.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Tomfoolery Alvin Schwartz, 1975-01-01
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Mad - Fold This Book! Al Jaffee, 1997 Al
Jaffee's Fold-Ins have been a staple of the phenomenally successful MAD magazine since 1964. Fold
This Book! contains the best of the Fold-Ins, culled from more than 350 issues of the legendary
satire magazine. Illustrations throughout, many in color.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Humbug Jack Davis, Will Elder, Al Jaffee,
Harvey Kurtzman, Arnold Roth, 2009-04-21 You know MAD. Do you know Humbug? Harvey
Kurtzman changed the face of American humor when he created the legendary MAD comic. As
editor and chief writer from its inception in 1952, through its transformation into a slick magazine,
and until he left MAD in 1956, he influenced an entire generation of cartoonists, comedians, and
filmmakers. In 1962, he co-created the long-running Little Annie Fanny with his long-time artistic
partner Will Elder forPlayboy, which he continued to produce until his virtual retirement in 1988.
Between MAD and Annie Fanny, Kurtzman’s biographical summaries will note that he created and
edited three other magazines―Trump, Humbug, and Help!―but, whereas his MAD and Annie Fanny
are readily available in reprint form, his major satirical work in the interim period is virtually
unknown. Humbug, which had poor distribution, may be the least known, but to those who treasure
the rare original copies, it equals or even exceeds MAD in displaying Kurtzman’s creative genius.
Humbug was unique in that it was actually published by the artists who created it: Kurtzman and his
cohorts from MAD, Will Elder, Jack Davis, and Al Jaffee, were joined by universally acclaimed
cartoonist Arnold Roth. With no publisher above them to rein them in, this little band of creators
produced some of the most trenchant and engaging satire of American culture ever to appear on
American newsstands.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Foolish Questions Rube Goldberg, 2009-06
Rube Goldberg's classic 'Foolish Questions' collection.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Peter Pitched a Tent Bimisi Tayanita, Matt
Williams, 2020-10-15 Never make eye contact with a boy while eating a banana.--Olivia
WilliamsBimisi and Sumguyen experienced a rare and fleeting moment of sobriety during which they
decided to write about something the masses can relate to. While their research did require the
navigation of some very murky waters...they definitively concluded that Catholic priests, mall
Santas, boy scout leaders and dudes named Caitlyn makeup a very small percentage of the global
population.In contrast, 97% of the people on the planet are, have been or will be a 13 year old boy;
or they know, have known or will know a 13 year old boy. Coincidently, and Independent of this
statistic, 97% of the population can appreciate the truth-driven humor of Peter Pitched a Tent. The
other 3% are already posting nasty-grams on the internet about the very existence of this book...Go
get 'em, Karen.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Art of Rube Goldberg Rube Goldberg,
2013-11-12 A “generously illustrated and well-designed appreciation” of the Pulitzer Prize–winning
illustrator, with an introduction by New Yorker writer Adam Gopnik.(The New York Times)
Cartoonist, humorist, sculptor, author, engineer, and inventor, Rube Goldberg wrote and illustrated
nearly 50,000 cartoon in his seventy-two-year career. Goldberg (1883–1970) was the most famous



cartoonist of his time, best known for his comical inventions, which were syndicated in daily
newspapers throughout the world. Author Jennifer George celebrates all aspects of her
grandfather’s career, from his very first published drawings in his high school newspaper and
college yearbook to his iconic inventions, his comic strips and advertising work, and his later
sculpture and Pulitzer Prize–winning political cartoons. Also included are essays from such writers
and comic historians as Adam Gopnik, Al Jaffee, Carl Linich, Peter Meresca, Paul Tumey and Brian
Walker, as well as rare photographs, letters, memorabilia, and patents, many reproduced here for
the first time. Brilliantly designed and packaged to capture the inventiveness of Rube Goldberg’s
work, The Art of Rube Goldberg is a coffee table book the whole family can enjoy. “Goldberg’s
cartoons touch the edge of modern art.” —Adam Gopnik “There will likely never be another Rube
Goldberg. Fortunately, his granddaughter’s wonderful book ensures that we’ll always remember this
one-of-a-kind cartooning legend.” ―The Washington Times
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Who Will Help Jack Off the Horse? Bimisi
Tayanita, Matt Williams, 2020-10-15 ...and of course the whimsical poetic meter known as iambic
tetrameter is no more capable of exclusive ownership than the air we all breath.--Bimisi to Theodor
Seuss GeislIt is entirely possible to wake up in the morning with no intention of learning anything at
all, but learning something substantial, nonetheless. It was a typical Wednesday afternoon at their
favorite dive bar. Bimisi and Sumguyen were sparring, via a spirited match of online trivia, with
patrons of a similar dive bar in another part of the world...a part of the world where it most likely
was not still Wednesday afternoon. The final question...at least the last question they heard before
scrambling for a pen and paper to get to work on their first parody was this:Madonna, Michael
Jackson and _____ are the only 3 artists who have had a top 40 hit in 4 different decades.ANSWER:
Weird Al Yankovic
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Disturbingly Awful MAD Usual Gang of Idiots,
Usual Gang of Idiots Staff, 2013 The pages inside were chosen by a special committee asked to make
sure the pages inside could all be described as disturbingly awful from the disturbingly awful
magazine that inspired the hit Cartoon Network show.--Back cover.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The MAD Fold-In Collection Al Jaffee,
2011-09-07 Al Jaffee's fold-ins, on the inside back cover of virtually every issue of MAD Magazine
since 1964, have become an icon of American humor. Generations have grown up with Jaffee s
inspired skewerings of our foibles and cultural conundrums. Issue after issue, each Fold-in requires
the reader to simply fold the page so that arrow A meets arrow B to reveal the hidden gag image, a
simple idea that masks both undeniable artistic ingenuity and comic timing. In this deluxe
four-volume set, each of the 410 fold-ins is reproduced at its original size, with a digital
representation of the corresponding folded image on the following page (so collectors won't have to
fold their book to get the jokes). Featuring insightful essays by such luminaries as Pixar s Pete
Docter and humorist Jules Feiffer, The MAD Fold-In Collection is the definitive gift for the millions of
fans who've grown up with MAD for nearly 60 years.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Mad Art of Caricature! Tom Richmond,
2011 MAD magazine illustrator Tom Richmond teaches how to draw caricatures, with an emphasis
on aspects of the head and face.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Intensely Dumb MAD Usual Gang of Idiots,
2013-10-15 The Usual Gang of Idiots brings you a collection of classic MAD humor for all ages!
Perfect for ALL AGES—this book has been 'scrubbed clean' for everyone to enjoy.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Mad's Vastly Overrated Al Jaffee Al Jaffee,
Albert B. Feldstein, 1983
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: God in the Gallery (Cultural Exegesis)
Daniel A. Siedell, 2008-10-01 Is contemporary art a friend or foe of Christianity? Art historian, critic,
and curator Daniel Siedell, addresses this question and presents a framework for interpreting art
from a Christian worldview in God in the Gallery: A Christian Embrace of Modern Art. As such, it is
an excellent companion to Francis Schaeffer's classic Art and the Bible. Divided into three



parts--Theology, History, and Practice--God in the Gallery demonstrates that art is in conversation
with and not opposed to the Christian faith. In addition, this book is beautifully enhanced with
images from such artists as Andy Warhol, Jackson Pollock, Enrique Martínez Celaya, and others.
Readers of this book will include professors, students, artists, and anyone interested in Christianity
and culture.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Al Jaffee's Mad Book of Magic and Other Dirty
Tricks Jerry De Fuccio, 1970
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Shine! J.J. Grabenstein, Chris Grabenstein,
2021-09-14 Everyone deserves to shine in this sparkling book about a girl who's trying to find her
place in the universe--and middle school--from the New York Times bestselling author of Escape
from Mr. Lemoncello's Library! Shine on! might be the catchphrase of twelve-year-old Piper's
hero--astronaut, astronomer, and television host Nellie Dumont Frisse--but Piper knows the truth:
some people are born to shine, and she's just not one of them. That fact has never been clearer than
now, when her dad's new job has landed them both at Chumley Prep, a posh private school where
everyone seems to be the best at something and where Piper definitely doesn't fit in. Bursting with
humor, heart, science, possibilities, and big questions, Shine! is a story about finding your place in
the universe--a story about figuring out who you are and who you want to be. BONUS! Science
experiment included!
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Inside MAD The Editors Of Mad Magazine,
2013-10-29 Go Inside MAD! It has long been assumed that anyone who wasted their formative years
reading MAD must have wound up as a complete failure in life. But as it turns out, some readers
actually went on to be...successful! For the first time ever, MAD asked some of these successful
readers to share what reading (and appearing in) MAD meant to them. What they have to say may
surprise you! Featuring essays with nouns, verbs, and punctuation by: Roseanne Barr Ken Burns
Dane Cook Paul Feig Whoopi Goldberg Harry Hamlin Tony Hawk Ice-T Penn Jillette George Lopez
David Lynch Todd McFarlane Jeff Probst John Slattery John Stamos Pendleton Ward Matthew
Weiner But wait-there's more! (Regrettably.) MAD asked some of the aforementioned complete
failures in life (MAD's editors, writers and artists to share their all-time favorite MAD articles. What
they have to say will definitely disappoint you! Featuring the moronic mumblings of: Sergio
Aragones Tom Bunk Tim Carvell Paul Coker Jack Davis Dick DeBartolo Desmond Devlin Mort
Drucker Mark Fredrickson Drew Friedman Frank Jacobs Al Jaffee Peter Kuper Tom Richmond And
many more! Plus, inside: a never-before-reprinted Alfred E. Neuman pop art poster! And, an all new
fold-out poster: a specially commissioned look at the legendary MAD offices by Sergio Aragones!
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Mad Archives The Usual Gang of Idiots,
2012-11-13 This second volume collecting the early issues of MAD featuresclassic material from
issues #7-12, including Shermlock Sholmes, DraggedNet, and Little Orphan Melvin!
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Epic Mad Usual Gang of Idiots, Usual Gang of
Idiots Staff, 2012 Every once in a while, a truly funny book comes along. Until that time, here's EPIC
MAD! Ripped from the pages of the magazine that inspired the hit Cartoon Network show, this new
collection features some of the oddest, stupidest and most ridiculous MAD articles ever!
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Planet Tad Tim Carvell, 2014-11-21
Twelve-year-old Tad navigates a year filled with girl problems, school antics, and the worst summer
job in history, all told in the form of hilarious, illustrated blog entries.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Ridiculously Expensive Mad Albert B.
Feldstein, William M. Gaines, 1969
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: MAD for Decades John Ficarra, 2007 In the
embarrassing tradition of MAD About the Fifties, MAD About the Sixties, MAD About the Seventies,
MAD About the Eighties, and MAD About the Nineties comes this inevitable and shameless
repackaging of the absolutely worst stuff from all five books. MAD for Decades is a ridiculous look
back at a ridiculous half century that you're sure to find ridiculous -- because it was and is.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Pocket Guide to Mischief Bart King,



2008-02-01 The greatest leaders and geniuses in history were mischief makers. They were the brave
women who looked at how unfair the world was and said, “I can do better than that.” They were the
stalwart men who saw stupidity and asked, “Why do we have to do it that way?” And they were the
delightful children who ganged up on the neighborhood bully and hit him with wet noodles until he
said, “Uncle!” Yes, history's mischief makers had the courage to point out that things like slavery,
global warming, and turtleneck sweaters are bad. And they also pulled off some of the greatest
hoaxes and practical jokes of all time. Their achievements include the Boston Tea Party, the “War of
the Worlds” radio broadcast of 1938, and the Cheese Whiz Disaster of 2008. In honor of them, we
introduce The Pocket Guide to Mischief, the perfect addition to any prankster's collection, as well as
a fun-filled how-to for the budding troublemaker in all of us.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Aloud Miguel Algarin, Bob Holman,
1994-08-15 A multicultural selection of contemporary poems by Puerto Rican and other poets who
meet at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe in New York City.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Word of Mouth Catherine Bowman,
2009-03-25 Starting in 1995, NPR’s All Things Considered began presenting poets reading their own
works. Introduced by “poetry DJ” Catherine Bowman, these popular short segments allowed
listeners to experience poetry as a kind of verbal music, recalling its roots as a spoken art form.
Word of Mouth, edited by Bowman, brings together the poems that have been featured on NPR,
providing a window onto the dynamic contemporary poetry scene. A child playing with flashes of
sunlight in the aisle of an airplane; a woman describing tropical fruit to someone in a faraway
country; a man building a deck with his dead father’s hammer; the musings of a Barbie doll
participating in a 12-step program: these poems powerfully and lyrically transform the stuff of every
day life. A celebration of the poetic voice that includes 33 acclaimed writers, this vibrant anthology
proves beyond any doubt that poetry is far more than just words on paper. Quincy Troupe • Czeslaw
Milosz • Campbell McGrath • C.D. Wright • Jack Gilbert • Heather McHugh • David Lehman • Wang
Ping • Joseph Brodsky • Paul Beatty • Lorna Dee Cervantes • Paul Muldoon • Lucille Clifton •
Naomi Shihab Nye • Richard Blanco • Albert Goldbarth • Carrie Allen McCray • Belle Waring •
Russell Edson • Kevin Young • Nuali Di Dhomhnaill • Charles Harper Webb • Denise Duhamel •
Yusef Komunyakaa • Hal Sirowitz • Lucia Perillo • Amy Gerstler • Maura Stanton • Marilyn Chin •
Philip Booth • Jane Cooper • Diane DiPrima • Elizabeth Spires
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Writers Directory , 2013
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Willie Weirdie Teaches Al Jaffee Some New
Tricks Al Jaffee, 1984-03-06
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Wisdom for Our Worries Bill Crowder,
2023-04-28 Even Bible heroes like Moses, Abraham, and David experienced crippling anxiety that
taught them to trust in God’s power—and you can too. Replace worry with confidence as beloved
author Bill Crowder unpacks the components of fear and challenges you to lean on God’s strength
when life’s unpredictability tries to steal your peace. Gain a new understanding of how God’s
faithfulness from the past helps you face the anxieties of the future.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series
Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1977
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Oversight Hearings on Library Services and
Construction Act United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor.
Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education, 1984
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Leaping Tall Buildings , 2012-06-05 Some
are mild mannered geeks, others mad geniuses or street-smart city dwellers driven to action. These
are the men and women behind the masks and tights of America’s most beloved superheroes. But
these aren’t the stories of the heroes’ hidden alter egos or secret identities…these are the stories of
their creators! Leaping Tall Buildings: The Origins of American Comics gives you the truth about the
history of the American comic book—straight from the revolutionary artists and writers behind them.
From the founders of the popular comics website Graphic NYC—writer Christopher Irving and



photographer Seth Kushner—comes the firsthand accounts of the comic book’s story, from its birth
in the late 1930s to its current renaissance on movie screens and digital readers everywhere.
Kushner’s evocative photography captures the subjects that Irving profiles in a hard-hitting
narrative style derived from personal interviews with the legends of the art, all of which is
accompanied by examples of their work in the form of original art, sketches, and final panels and
covers. The creators profiled include Captain America creator Joe Simon, Marvel guru Stan Lee,
Mad magazine’s fold-out artist Al Jaffee, visionary illustrator Neal Adams (Batman), underground
paragon Art Spiegelman (Maus), X-Men writer Chris Claremont, artist/writer/director Frank Miller
(Sin City, 300), comic analyst Scott McCloud (Understanding Comics), American Splendor’s Harvey
Pekar, painter Alex Ross (Kingdom Come), multitalented artist and designer Chris Ware (Acme
Novelty Library), artist Jill Thompson (Sandman), and more. Leaping Tall Buildings, like comics
themselves, uses both words and images to tell the true story of the comic’s birth and evolution in
America. It is a comprehensive look at the medium unlike any other ever compiled covering high and
low art, mass market work and niche innovations. It is the story of an art form and an insider’s look
at the creative process of the artists who bring our heroes to life.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The MAD Files: Writers and Cartoonists
on the Magazine that Warped America's Brain! David Mikics, 2024-09-03 Celebrate America's
zaniest and most subversive magazine in 26 essays and comix from all-star contributors, including
Roz Chast, Jonathan Lethem, and Grady Hendrix. Before SNL and the wise-guy sarcasm of
Letterman and Colbert, before The Simpsons and online memes, there was . . . MAD. A mainstay of
countless American childhoods, MAD magazine exploded onto the scene in the 1950s and gleefully
thumbed its nose at all the postwar pieties. MAD became the zaniest, most subversive satire
magazine ever to be sold on America’s newsstands, anticipating the spirit of underground comix and
’zines and influencing humor writing in movies, television, and the internet to this day. Edited by
David Mikics, The MAD Files celebrates the magazine’s impact and the legacy of the Usual Gang of
Idiots who transformed puerile punchlines and merciless mockery into an art form. 26 essays and
comics present a varied, perceptive, and often very funny account of MAD’s significance, ranging
from the cultural to the aesthetic to the personal. Art Spiegelman reflects on how he “couldn’t learn
much about America from my refugee immigrant parents—but I learned all about it from MAD” Roz
Chast remembers how the magazine was “love at first sight. . . . It was one of my first inklings that
there were other people out there who found the world as ridiculous as I did.” David Hajdu and
Grady Hendrix zero in on MAD’s hilarious movie spoofs Liel Leibovitz delves into the Jewishness
behind the magazine’s humor and Rachel Shteir amplifies the often unsung contributions of MAD’s
women artists. Several essays are admiring profiles of the individual creators that made MAD what
it was: Mort Drucker, Harvey Kurtzman, Al Jaffee, Antonio Prohias, and Will Elder. For longtime fans
and new readers alike, The MAD Files is an indispensable guide to America’s greatest satire
magazine.
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: The Publishers Weekly , 1972
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: American Book Publishing Record , 1973
  al jaffee snappy answers to stupid questions: Books in Print , 1991
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