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Oedipus Rex: Summary and Analysis – A Deep Dive into
Sophocles' Masterpiece

Introduction:

Are you captivated by Greek tragedy? Do you yearn to unravel the complexities of fate, free will, and
the devastating consequences of hubris? Then you've come to the right place! This comprehensive
guide provides a detailed summary and analysis of Sophocles' Oedipus Rex, exploring its enduring
themes, powerful characters, and its place as one of the most influential plays in Western literature.
We'll delve into the plot, examine the key characters' motivations, and analyze the play's profound
implications regarding human nature and the power of prophecy. Prepare to be swept away by the
tragic grandeur of Oedipus's journey.

I. A Summary of Oedipus Rex:

Oedipus Rex, also known as Oedipus the King, opens in Thebes, a city plagued by a devastating
plague. The chorus, representing the Theban citizens, implores King Oedipus to find a solution.
Oedipus, despite his efforts to alleviate the suffering, discovers through the prophet Tiresias that the
plague is divine punishment for the unsolved murder of Laius, the previous king. The prophecy,
initially concealed, reveals that Oedipus himself is the murderer, having unknowingly killed his father
and married his mother, Jocasta.

Through a series of increasingly horrifying revelations – encounters with messengers, shepherds, and
the gradual piecing together of his past – Oedipus confronts the terrifying truth. Jocasta, unable to
bear the weight of the incestuous reality, commits suicide. Oedipus, in a moment of self-inflicted
punishment, blinds himself, rejecting the sight that allowed him to commit such unspeakable acts. He
is exiled from Thebes, leaving behind a city forever marked by his tragedy.

II. Key Characters and Their Motivations:

Oedipus: Driven by a powerful desire to protect his city and uncover the truth, Oedipus’s hubris – his
excessive pride and self-confidence – ultimately leads to his downfall. His relentless pursuit of
knowledge ironically blinds him to the horrifying truth about his own identity.

Jocasta: Initially strong and intelligent, Jocasta's motivation is to protect Oedipus and maintain the
stability of Thebes. However, the revelation of her past forces her to confront the devastating
consequences of her actions and the tragic irony of her life. Her suicide is a desperate attempt to
escape the unbearable truth.

Tiresias: The blind prophet serves as a crucial figure, revealing the truth bit by bit, though initially met
with skepticism and even hostility by Oedipus. His role highlights the limitations and ambiguities of
prophecy and its impact on human agency.

Creon: Oedipus's brother-in-law, Creon, acts as a voice of reason and pragmatism, often mediating
between Oedipus and the other characters. He eventually assumes the role of ruler, demonstrating



his capacity for leadership in the face of crisis.

III. Themes Explored in Oedipus Rex:

Fate vs. Free Will: The play grapples with the age-old question of whether our lives are predetermined
by fate or shaped by our own choices. Oedipus's actions seem to confirm both: he fulfills a prophecy,
yet his own pride and actions contribute to the tragic outcome.

Hubris and its Consequences: Oedipus's excessive pride and unwavering self-belief are central to his
downfall. His refusal to accept limitations and his relentless pursuit of knowledge, without considering
the potential consequences, ultimately lead to his ruin.

The Nature of Truth and Knowledge: The play explores the complex relationship between truth and
knowledge, highlighting the potential dangers of seeking knowledge without sufficient wisdom or self-
awareness. Oedipus's quest for truth ironically blinds him to the horrifying reality of his own life.

Blindness and Sight: The play utilizes the motif of blindness in multiple layers. Oedipus's physical
blinding at the end is symbolic of his spiritual blindness, representing his ignorance of his own actions
and their devastating consequences. Ironically, the blind prophet Tiresias sees the truth that Oedipus,
with his physical sight, cannot.

The Power of Prophecy: The prophecies in Oedipus Rex are not simply predictions of the future but
rather forces that shape the characters' actions and ultimately contribute to the tragic outcome. The
play questions the role of prophecy in human life and its impact on free will.

IV. Dramatic Structure and Literary Devices:

Sophocles masterfully employs dramatic irony, where the audience knows more than the characters,
creating suspense and heightening the tragic impact. The use of the chorus, providing commentary
and insight into the action, enhances the emotional power of the play. The play's structure, with its
rising action, climax, and tragic resolution, exemplifies the classic form of Greek tragedy. The use of
metaphors, symbolism (like the recurring motif of blindness), and vivid imagery further contributes to
the play’s power and enduring relevance.

V. Enduring Legacy and Relevance:

Oedipus Rex remains a cornerstone of Western literature, influencing countless works of art,
literature, and philosophy. Its exploration of universal themes like fate, free will, hubris, and the
pursuit of knowledge continues to resonate with audiences centuries after its creation. The play's
enduring appeal lies in its ability to probe the depths of human experience, exploring the complexities
of human nature and the devastating consequences of our actions.

VI. A Detailed Outline of Oedipus Rex Analysis:

A. Introduction: Brief overview of the play, its author, and its historical context.

B. Main Chapters:



Plot Summary: A detailed chronological account of the play's events.1.

Character Analysis: In-depth examination of Oedipus, Jocasta, Tiresias, and Creon, focusing on2.
their motivations, actions, and relationships.

Thematic Exploration: Analysis of the key themes of fate vs. free will, hubris, truth and3.
knowledge, blindness and sight, and the power of prophecy.

Dramatic Techniques: Examination of Sophocles' masterful use of dramatic irony, the chorus,4.
and other literary devices.

Historical and Cultural Context: Discussion of the play's place within ancient Greek culture and5.
its relevance to contemporary society.

C. Conclusion: Summarizing the play's significance and its enduring impact on literature and thought.

(Each of the points above is elaborated upon in the body of this blog post.)

VII. FAQs:

What is the central conflict in Oedipus Rex? The central conflict is Oedipus's unwitting1.
fulfillment of a prophecy, leading to his downfall and the suffering of Thebes.

What is the significance of Oedipus's self-blinding? It symbolizes his recognition of his own guilt1.
and his desire to punish himself for his actions.

How does Oedipus Rex explore the theme of fate versus free will? The play presents a complex1.
interplay between fate (the prophecy) and free will (Oedipus's choices and actions).

What is the role of the chorus in Oedipus Rex? The chorus provides commentary, insight, and1.
emotional expression, enhancing the play's dramatic impact.

What is the significance of Tiresias's role? Tiresias serves as a mouthpiece for truth, though his1.
pronouncements are initially met with skepticism and denial.



How does hubris contribute to Oedipus's downfall? Oedipus's excessive pride and self-1.
confidence prevent him from accepting the truth and lead to his tragic fate.

What is the dramatic irony in Oedipus Rex? The audience knows the truth about Oedipus's1.
identity long before he does, creating suspense and heightening the tragic impact.

What is the significance of the plague in Thebes? The plague serves as a catalyst for the1.
unfolding of the play's events and highlights the consequences of Oedipus's actions.

What is the lasting impact of Oedipus Rex on literature and culture? Oedipus Rex continues to1.
inspire and influence works of art, literature, and philosophy, showcasing its exploration of
universal themes.

VIII. Related Articles:

The Tragic Hero in Greek Drama: An exploration of the characteristics and significance of the1.
tragic hero archetype as exemplified by Oedipus.

Sophocles' Other Plays: A comparative analysis of Sophocles' other works, highlighting their1.
themes and dramatic styles.

Greek Tragedy: A Comprehensive Overview: An introduction to the genre of Greek tragedy and1.
its historical context.

The Role of Prophecy in Greek Mythology: An examination of the significance of prophecy and1.
its impact on the lives of characters in Greek myths and literature.

Fate and Free Will in Ancient Greek Literature: An analysis of how various Greek writers dealt1.



with the theme of fate vs. free will.

Symbolism in Oedipus Rex: A detailed discussion of the various symbols and motifs used in the1.
play and their significance.

The Influence of Oedipus Rex on Modern Literature: An exploration of how Oedipus's story and1.
themes continue to inspire contemporary writers.

A Comparative Analysis of Oedipus Rex and Hamlet: A comparison of these two iconic tragedies,1.
highlighting their similarities and differences.

Psychoanalytic Interpretations of Oedipus Rex: An examination of how Freudian and other1.
psychoanalytic theories have been applied to the interpretation of Oedipus Rex.

  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus the King Sophocles, 2015-08-09 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus Rex Or Oedipus the King: (annotated)
(Worldwide Classics) Sophocles, 2019-03-13 Oedipus, King of Thebes, sends his brother-in-law,
Creon, to ask advice of the oracle at Delphi, concerning a plague ravaging Thebes. Creon returns to
report that the plague is the result of religious pollution, since the murderer of their former king,
Laius, has never been caught. Oedipus vows to find the murderer and curses him for causing the
plague.Oedipus summons the blind prophet Tiresias for help. When Tiresias arrives he claims to
know the answers to Oedipus's questions, but refuses to speak, instead telling him to abandon his
search. Oedipus is enraged by Tiresias' refusal, and verbally accuses him of complicity in Laius'
murder. Outraged, Tiresias tells the king that Oedipus himself is the murderer (You yourself are the
criminal you seek). Oedipus cannot see how this could be, and concludes that the prophet must have
been paid off by Creon in an attempt to undermine him. The two argue vehemently, as Oedipus



mocks Tiresias' lack of sight, and Tiresias in turn tells Oedipus that he himself is blind. Eventually
Tiresias leaves, muttering darkly that when the murderer is discovered he shall be a native citizen of
Thebes, brother and father to his own children, and son and husband to his own mother.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus at Colonus Sophocles, 2020-05-05 The ancient
Greek tragedy about the exiled king’s final days—and the power struggle between his two sons. The
second book in the trilogy that begins with Oedipus Rex and concludes with Antigone, Oedipus at
Colonus is the story of an aged and blinded Oedipus anticipating his death as foretold by an earlier
prophecy. Accompanied by his daughters, Antigone and Ismene, he takes up residence in the village
of Colonus near Athens—where the locals fear his very presence will curse them. Nonetheless they
allow him to stay, and Ismene informs him his sons are battling each other for the throne of Thebes.
An oracle has pronounced that the location of their disgraced father’s final resting place will
determine which of them is to prevail. Unfortunately, an old enemy has his own plans for the burial,
in this heart-wrenching play about two generations plagued by misfortune from the world’s great
ancient Greek tragedian.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Plays of Sophocles: Oedipus The King; Oedipus At
Colonus; Antigone Sophocles, 2021-01-01 To Laius, King of Thebes, an oracle foretold that the child
born to him by his queen Jocasta would slay his father and wed his mother. So when in time a son
was born the infant's feet were riveted together and he was left to die on Mount Cithaeron. But a
shepherd found the babe and tended him, and delivered him to another shepherd who took him to
his master, the King of Corinth. Polybus being childless adopted the boy, who grew up believing that
he was indeed the King's son. Afterwards doubting his parentage he inquired of the Delphic god and
heard himself the word declared before to Laius. -Preface
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Antigone Sophocles, 1966 The Pearson Education
Library Collection offers you over 1200 fiction, nonfiction, classic, adapted classic, illustrated
classic, short stories, biographies, special anthologies, atlases, visual dictionaries, history trade,
animal, sports titles and more
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Oedipus Plays of Sophocles Paul Woodruff,
2018-07-02 Oedipus presents ceaseless paradoxes that have fascinated readers for centuries. He is
proud of his intellect, but he does not know himself and succumbs easily to self-deceptions. As a
ruler he expresses the greatest good will toward his people, but as an exile he will do nothing to
save them from their enemies. Faced with a damning prophecy, he tries to take destiny into his own
hands and fails. Realizing this, he struggles at the end of his life for a serenity that seems to elude
him. In his last misery, he is said to illustrate the tragic lament that it is better not to be born, or,
once born, better to die young than to live into old age. Such are the themes a set of powerful
thinkers take on in this volume-self-knowledge, self-deception, destiny, the value of a human life.
There are depths to the Oedipus tragedies that only philosophers can plumb; readers who know the
plays will be startled by what they find in this volume. There is nothing in literature to compare with
the Oedipus plays of Sophocles that let us see the same basic myth through different lenses. The
first play was the product of a poet in vibrant late middle age, the second of a man who was probably
in his eighties, with the vision of a very old poet still at the height of his powers. In the volume's
introduciton, Paul Woodruff provides historical backdrop to Sophocles and the plays, and
connections to the contributions by philosophers and classicists that follow.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: How to Read Literature Like a Professor 3E Thomas C.
Foster, 2024-11-05 Thoroughly revised and expanded for a new generation of readers, this classic
guide to enjoying literature to its fullest—a lively, enlightening, and entertaining introduction to a
diverse range of writing and literary devices that enrich these works, including symbols, themes,
and contexts—teaches you how to make your everyday reading experience richer and more
rewarding. While books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary
meanings beneath the surface. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those
hidden truths by looking at literature with the practiced analytical eye—and the literary codes—of a
college professor. What does it mean when a protagonist is traveling along a dusty road? When he



hands a drink to his companion? When he’s drenched in a sudden rain shower? Thomas C. Foster
provides answers to these questions as he explores every aspect of fiction, from major themes to
literary models, narrative devices, and form. Offering a broad overview of literature—a world where
a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or
destructive, is never just a shower—he shows us how to make our reading experience more
intellectually satisfying and fun. The world, and curricula, have changed. This third edition has been
thoroughly revised to reflect those changes, and features new chapters, a new preface and epilogue,
as well as fresh teaching points Foster has developed over the past decade. Foster updates the
books he discusses to include more diverse, inclusive, and modern works, such as Angie Thomas’s
The Hate U Give; Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven; Neil Gaiman’s Neverwhere; Elizabeth
Acevedo’s The Poet X; Helen Oyeyemi's Mr. Fox and Boy, Snow, Bird; Sandra Cisneros’s The House
on Mango Street; Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God; Maggie O’Farrell’s Hamnet;
Madeline Miller’s Circe; Pat Barker’s The Silence of the Girls; and Tahereh Mafi’s A Very Large
Expanse of Sea.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Aristotle and the Arc of Tragedy Leon Golden, 2017-08
Aristotle and the Arc of Tragedy is the latest of Leon Golden’s books to connect Ancient Greece to
modern culture. In a world facing many pressing issues Classics professor Golden wants to
champion the values and achievements of Classical Civilization. He asserts that Homeric Epic and
Greek Tragedy are as relevant today as they were millennia ago because they are riveting and
insightful studies of the human condition. Their universality grants them a contemporary relevance
despite the passage of time and changes in custom and taste. In one of his previous books,
Understanding the Iliad, Golden illuminated the relevance of The Iliad for modern readers. The Bryn
Mawr Classical Review praised Understanding the Iliad because it, “achieves what it sets out to
accomplish: to provide an interpretation of the Iliad that emphasizes its didactic aspects, its ability
to improve its readers by presenting the spectacle of the evolution of a flawed warrior consumed by
destructive anger to a legitimate hero who transcends his narcissism and grandiosity and reaches
out to others and by doing so heals his own aching soul in the process.” Golden, making use of
correspondence and personal contact with Joseph Heller, himself, argues convincingly in Achilles
and Yossarian that Homer’s The Iliad exerted a profound influence over Heller as he wrote his
modern classic, Catch-22. A Kirkus review acclaims Achilles and Yossarian in these words: “Golden
combines impressive erudition with a sharp critical eye and a lucid prose style that laymen will find
accessible and engaging. The result is an original and persuasive work of literary scholarship that
finds much more than mere war stories in these classics.”
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Children of Jocasta Natalie Haynes, 2018-11-13
“[A] dark, elegant novel” of two women in ancient Greece, based on the great tragedies of Sophocles
(Publishers Weekly). Thebes is a city in mourning, still reeling from a devastating plague that
invaded every home and left the survivors devastated and fearful. This is the Thebes that Jocasta has
known her entire life, a city ruled by a king—her husband-to-be. Jocasta struggles through this
miserable marriage until she is unexpectedly widowed. Now free to choose her next husband, she
selects the handsome, youthful Oedipus. When whispers emerge of an unbearable scandal, the very
society that once lent Jocasta its support seems determined to destroy her. Ismene is a girl in
mourning, longing for the golden days of her youth, days spent lolling in the courtyard garden,
reading and reveling in her parents’ happiness and love. Now she is an orphan and the target of a
murder plot, attacked within the very walls of the palace. As the deadly political competition swirls
around her, she must uncover the root of the plot—and reveal the truth of the curse that has
consumed her family. The novel is based on Oedipus Tyrannus and Antigone, two of Classical
Greece’s most compelling tragedies. Told in intersecting narratives, this reimagining of Sophocles’s
classic plays brings life and voice to the women who were too often forced to the background of their
own stories. “After two and a half millennia of near silence, Jocasta and Ismene are finally given a
chance to speak . . . Haynes’s Thebes is vividly captured. In her excellent new novel, she harnesses
the mutability of myth.” —The Guardian



  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Allegory of the Cave Plato, 2021-01-08 The
Allegory of the Cave, or Plato's Cave, was presented by the Greek philosopher Plato in his work
Republic (514a–520a) to compare the effect of education (παιδεία) and the lack of it on our nature. It
is written as a dialogue between Plato's brother Glaucon and his mentor Socrates, narrated by the
latter. The allegory is presented after the analogy of the sun (508b–509c) and the analogy of the
divided line (509d–511e). All three are characterized in relation to dialectic at the end of Books VII
and VIII (531d–534e). Plato has Socrates describe a group of people who have lived chained to the
wall of a cave all of their lives, facing a blank wall. The people watch shadows projected on the wall
from objects passing in front of a fire behind them, and give names to these shadows. The shadows
are the prisoners' reality.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus at Thebes Bernard Knox, 1998-01-01 Examines
the way in which Sophocles' play Oedipus Tyrannus and its hero, Oedipus, King of Thebes, were
probably received in their own time and place, and relates this to twentieth-century receptions and
interpretations, including those of Sigmund Freud.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus the King and Antigone Sophocles, 2014-09-08
Translated and edited by Peter D. Arnott, this classic and highly popular edition contains two
essential plays in the development of Greek tragedy-Oedipus the King and Antigone-for performance
and study. The editor's introduction contains a brief biography of the playwright and a description of
Greek theater. Also included are a list of principal dates in the life of Sophocles and a bibliography.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Theban Plays Sophocles, 1973-04-26 King
Oedipus/Oedipus at Colonus/Antigone Three towering works of Greek tragedy depicting the
inexorable downfall of a doomed royal dynasty The legends surrounding the house of Thebes
inspired Sophocles to create this powerful trilogy about humanity's struggle against fate. King
Oedipus is the devastating portrayal of a ruler who brings pestilence to Thebes for crimes he does
not realize he has committed and then inflicts a brutal punishment upon himself. Oedipus at Colonus
provides a fitting conclusion to the life of the aged and blinded king, while Antigone depicts the fall
of the next generation, through the conflict between a young woman ruled by her conscience and a
king too confident of his own authority. Translated with an Introduction by E. F. WATLING
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Oresteian Trilogy Aeschylus, 1973-07-26 Aeschylus
(525-c.456 bc) set his great trilogy in the immediate aftermath of the Fall of Troy, when King
Agamemnon returns to Argos, a victor in war. Agamemnon depicts the hero's discovery that his
family has been destroyed by his wife's infidelity and ends with his death at her callous hand.
Clytemnestra's crime is repaid in The Choephori when her outraged son Orestes kills both her and
her lover. The Eumenides then follows Orestes as he is hounded to Athens by the Furies' law of
vengeance and depicts Athene replacing the bloody cycle of revenge with a system of civil justice.
Written in the years after the Battle of Marathon, The Oresteian Trilogy affirmed the deliverance of
democratic Athens not only from Persian conquest, but also from its own barbaric past.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Reading Greek Tragedy Simon Goldhill, 1986-05-08 An
advanced critical introduction to Greek tragedy for those who do not read Greek. Combines the best
contemporary scholarly analysis of the classics with a wide knowledge of contemporary literary
studies in discussing the masterpieces of Athenian drama.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Agamemnon Aeschylus, 2016-09-06 The sense of
difficulty, and indeed of awe, with which a scholar approaches the task of translating the
Agamemnon depends directly on its greatness as poetry. It is in part a matter of diction. The
language of Aeschylus is an extraordinary thing, the syntax stiff and simple, the vocabulary obscure,
unexpected, and steeped in splendour. Its peculiarities cannot be disregarded, or the translation will
be false in character. Yet not Milton himself could produce in English the same great music, and a
translator who should strive ambitiously to represent the complex effect of the original would clog
his own powers of expression and strain his instrument to breaking. But, apart from the diction in
this narrower sense, there is a quality of atmosphere surrounding the Agamemnon which seems
almost to defy reproduction in another setting, because it depends in large measure on the position



of the play in the historical development of Greek literature.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus Tyrannus Charles Segal, 2001 Oedipus
Tyrannus: Tragic Heroism and the Limits of Knowledge, 2/e, is an accessible yet in-depth literary
study of Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannus (Oedipus Rex)--the most famous Greek tragedy and one of the
greatest masterpieces of world literature. This unique volume combines a close, scene-by-scene
literary analysis of the text with an account of the play's historical, intellectual, social, and mythical
background and also discusses the play's place in the development of the myth and its use of the
theatrical conventions of Greek drama. Based on a fresh scrutiny of the Greek text, this book offers a
contemporary literary interpretation of the play, including a readable, nontechnical discussion of its
underlying moral and philosophical issues; the role of the gods; the interaction of character, fate,
and chance; the problem of suffering and meaning; and Sophocles' conception of tragedy and tragic
heroism. This lucid guide traces interpretations of the play from antiquity to modern times--from
Aristotle to Hegel, Nietzsche, Freud, Lacan, Lévi-Strauss, Girard, and Vernant--and shows its central
role in shaping the European conception of tragedy and modern notions of the self. This second
edition draws on new approaches to the study of Greek tragedy; discusses the most recent
interpretative scholarship on the play; and contains an annotated up-to-date bibliography. Ideal for
courses in classical literature in translation, Greek drama, classical civilization, theater, and
literature and arts, Oedipus Tyrannus: Tragic Heroism and the Limits of Knowledge, 2/e, will also
reward general readers interested in literature and especially tragedy.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: My Oedipus Complex Frank O'Connor, 2005-07-07 This
collection of short stories contains, among others, 'My Oedipus Complex', 'The Genius', 'The Study of
History', 'First Confession', 'The Paragon', and 'Don Juan's Temptation'.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus Derek Mahon, 2005 Pairing 'King Oedipus' and
'Oedipus at Colonus' creates a single play unified by the arc of the hero's tragic fate.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: A Compendium of Neuropsychological Tests Esther
Strauss, Elisabeth M. S. Sherman, Otfried Spreen, 2006 This compendium gives an overview of the
essential aspects of neuropsychological assessment practice. It is also a source of critical reviews of
major neuropsychological assessment tools for the use of the practicing clinician.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Journeys Through Bookland Charles Herbert
Sylvester, 1909
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The House of Atreus Aeschylus, 2013-04-08 Aeschylus
was a Greek playwright considered to be the founder of the tragedy. Aeschylus along with Sophocles
and Euripides are the three major Greek tragedians whose plays have survived. Before Aeschylus,
characters in a play only interacted with the chorus. Aeschylus expanded the number of actors
allowing for interaction among the characters. Seven of his 92 plays have survived. The Persian
invasion of Greece, which took place during his lifetime, influenced many of his plays. The Oresteia
is a trilogy of Greek tragedies written by Aeschylus, which concerns the end of the curse on the
House of Atreus. The plays were Agamemnon, Choephorae (The Libation-Bearers), and the
Eumenides (Furies).
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Secret Library Oliver Tearle, 2016-09-29 As well as
taking in the well-known titles that have helped shape the world in which we live, The Secret Library
brings to light more neglected items among the bookshelves of the world.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Hegel, a Reinterpretation Walter Arnold Kaufmann, 1978
The continuing discovery of important Hegel manuscripts and advances in the criticism of Hegel's
works have set the stage for a major reevaluation of one of the greatest philosophers of all time. This
volume constitutes the comprehensive reinterpretation of Hegel that has long been needed. The first
chapters are devoted to the influences of other German philosophers on Hegel, his early publication
as they are relevant to his later writings, and his Phenomenology--in itself and as a key to
understanding his terminology and dialectic. Examined next are the further elaboration of his
thought in Logic; his famous system, as presented in various editions of the Encyclopedia; and his
little-known views on history. A final chapter details in letters and contemporary reports Hegel's



intellectual development.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Lame Deer, Seeker of Visions Lame Deer, Richard
Erdoes, 1994-10 Lame Deer Storyteller, rebel, medicine man, Lame Deer was born almost a century
ago on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. A full-blooded Sioux, he was many things in the
white man's world -- rodeo clown, painter, prisioner. But, above all, he was a holy man of the Lakota
tribe. Seeker of Vision The story he tells is one of harsh youth and reckless manhood, shotgun
marriage and divorce, history and folklore as rich today as ever -- and of his fierce struggle to keep
pride alive, though living as a stranger in his own ancestral land.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Greek Drama and Dramatists Alan H. Sommerstein,
2003-09-02 The history of European drama began at the festivals of Dionysus in ancient Athens,
where tragedy, satyr-drama and comedy were performed. Understanding this background is vital for
students of classical, literary and theatrical subjects, and Alan H. Sommerstein's accessible study is
the ideal introduction. The book begins by looking at the social and theatrical contexts and different
characteristics of the three genres of ancient Greek drama. It then examines the five main
dramatists whose works survive - Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Aristophanes and Menander -
discussing their styles, techniques and ideas, and giving short synopses of all their extant plays.
Additional helpful features include succinct coverage of almost sixty other authors, a chronology of
significant people and events, and an anthology of translated texts, all of which have been previously
inaccessible to students. An up-to-date study bibliography of further reading concludes the volume.
Clear, concise and comprehensive, and written by an acknowledged expert in the field, Greek Drama
and Dramatists will be a valuable orientation text at both sixth form and undergraduate level.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Darker Face of the Earth Rita Dove, 2017-09-28
Published to coincide with its British premiere at the Royal National Theatre, The Darker Face of the
Earth is Rita Dove's first play. Set on a plantation in pre-Civil War South Carolina, it has been
performed to great critical acclaim.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Philosophy of Pathei-Mathos David Myatt, 2013-03-26
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Oedipus Complex Robert Young, 2001 The story is
famous; its interpretation unsettling and controversial. It has retained its power to shock and is
today, albeit in an adapted form, a recurrent tool for therapy.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Sophoclean Tragedy Cecil Maurice Bowra, 1964
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Christmas Tree and the Wedding Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 2016-08-22 The Christmas Tree and The Wedding is a work by Fyodor
Dostoyevsky.Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky (11 November 1821 - 9 February 1881), sometimes
transliterated Dostoevsky, was a Russian novelist, short story writer, essayist, journalist and
philosopher. Dostoyevsky's literary works explore human psychology in the troubled political, social,
and spiritual atmosphere of 19th-century Russia, and engage with a variety of philosophical and
religious themes.He began writing in his 20s, and his first novel, Poor Folk, was published in 1846
when he was 25. His major works include Crime and Punishment (1866), The Idiot (1869), Demons
(1872) and The Brothers Karamazov (1880). His oeuvre consists of 11 novels, three novellas, 17
short novels and numerous other works. Many literary critics rate him as one of the greatest
psychologists in world literature. His 1864 novella Notes from Underground is considered to be one
of the first works of existentialist literature.Born in Moscow in 1821, Dostoyevsky was introduced to
literature at an early age through fairy tales and legends, and through books by Russian and foreign
authors. His mother died in 1837 when he was 15, and around the same time he left school to enter
the Nikolayev Military Engineering Institute. After graduating, he worked as an engineer and briefly
enjoyed a lavish lifestyle, translating books to earn extra money. In the mid-1840s he wrote his first
novel, Poor Folk, which gained him entry into St. Petersburg's literary circles.In the following years,
Dostoyevsky worked as a journalist, publishing and editing several magazines of his own and later A
Writer's Diary, a collection of his writings. He began to travel around western Europe and developed
a gambling addiction, which led to financial hardship. For a time, he had to beg for money, but he
eventually became one of the most widely read and highly regarded Russian writers. His books have



been translated into more than 170 languages. Dostoyevsky influenced a multitude of writers and
philosophers, from Anton Chekhov and Ernest Hemingway to Friedrich Nietzsche and Jean-Paul
Sartre.In his youth, Dostoyevsky enjoyed reading Nikolai Karamzin's History of the Russian State,
which praised conservatism and Russian independence, ideas that Dostoyevsky would embrace later
in life. Before his arrest for participating in the Petrashevsky Circle in 1849, Dostoyevsky remarked,
As far as I am concerned, nothing was ever more ridiculous than the idea of a republican
government in Russia. In an 1881 edition of his Diaries, Dostoyevsky stated that the Tsar and the
people should form a unity: For the people, the tsar is not an external power, not the power of some
conqueror ... but a power of all the people, an all-unifying power the people themselves
desired.While critical of serfdom, Dostoyevsky was skeptical about the creation of a constitution, a
concept he viewed as unrelated to Russia's history. He described it as a mere gentleman's rule and
believed that a constitution would simply enslave the people.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Three Theban Plays Sophocles, 2014-06-26 The tyrant
is a child of PrideWho drinks from his sickening cup Recklessness and vanity,Until from his high
crest headlongHe plummets to the dust of hope.Theses heroic Greek dramas have moved
theatergoers and readers since the fifth century B.C. They tower above other tragedies and have a
place on the College Board AP English reading list.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Gods are Not to Blame Ola Rotimi, 2015
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus Rex Harold Bloom, 2007 A critical guide to
Oedipus rex, Sophocles' Greek tragedy which addresses questions about the power of fate.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Summary and Analysis of How to Read Literature
Like a Professor Worth Books, 2016-12-13 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of
How to Read Literature Like a Professor tells you what you need to know—before or after you read
Thomas C. Foster’s book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and
give you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This summary of How to Read Literature
Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter overviews
Important quotes Fascinating trivia A glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your
understanding of the original work About How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C.
Foster: Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor is a series of short essays that
show readers how to “read between the lines” and make great books come alive. Based on Professor
Foster’s years as a teacher of literature, Foster explains how authors use the English language to
accomplish their goals and how we can recognize literary ideas in a wide range of works. The tools
he offers can be applied to any book—from the classics to the latest blockbusters. The summary and
analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a
great work of nonfiction.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Oedipus Plays, Sophocles Sophocles, 2008-06
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete plot
summaries and analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters,
suggested essay topics, themes, motifs, and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Oedipus the King Sophocles, 2012-12-18 The famed
Athenian tragedy in which Oedipus’s own faults contribute to his tragic downfall. A great
masterpiece on which Aristotle based his aesthetic theory of drama in the Poetics and from which
Freud derived the Oedipus complex, King Oedipus puts out a sentence on the unknown murderer of
his father Laius. By a gradual unfolding of incidents, Oedipus learns that he was the assassin and
that Jocasta, his wife, is also his mother. This Enriched Classic Edition includes: -A concise
introduction that gives readers important background information -Timelines of significant events in
Greek history and theater that provide the book’s historical context -An outline of key themes and
plot points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed explanatory notes -Critical
analysis and modern perspectives on the work -Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and
book group interaction -A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s
experience Enriched Classics offers readers affordable editions of great works of literature



enhanced by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics
enables readers to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential.
Series edited by Cynthia Brantley Johnson
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: CLASSICAL LITERATURE AND HISTORY OF
ENGLISH LITERATURE (English Book) Prof. (Dr.) Sangeeta Arora , Dr. Prabhat Kumar Dixit, Dr.
Ashok Kumar , 2023-07-01 Read e-Book of CLASSICAL LITERATURE AND HISTORY OF ENGLISH
LITERATURE (English Book) for B.A. 5th Semester for all UP State Universities Common Minimum
Syllabus as per NEP. ये ई-बुक्स खासतौर पर यूपी राज्य विश्वविद्यालय के लिए डिजाइन की गई हैं।
जैसे भीम राव अंबेडकर विश्वविद्यालय आगरा, चौधरी चरण सिंह विश्वविद्यालय मेरठ, महात्मा गांधी
काशी विद्या पीठ, वाराणसी, गोरखपुर विश्वविद्यालय, रज्जू भैया विश्वविद्यालय प्रयागराज,
रुहेलखंड विश्वविद्यालय, बरेली, पूर्वांचल विश्वविद्यालय आदि।
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: The Oedipus Plays John R. Maier, Sophocles, Adam
Stewart, 2002 A guide to studying Greek playwright Sophocles' 3 Theban plays Antigone, Oedipus
Rex and Oedipus at Colonus, featuring complete plot summaries and analysis, character analyses,
explanations of key themes, motifs & symbols, and a review quiz.
  oedipus rex summary and analysis: Media, Myth, and Society A. Berger, 2012-10-30 Using
a cultural approach to classical myths, this book examines how they affect psychoanalytic theory,
historical experience, elite culture, popular culture, and everyday life. Berger explores diverse topics
such as the Oedipus Myth, James Bond, Star Wars, and fairy tales.
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