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Once Upon a Time by Nadine Gordimer: A Literary Analysis

Introduction:

Step into the unsettling world of Nadine Gordimer's "Once Upon a Time," a chillingly relevant short story
that transcends its seemingly simple fairytale structure. This post delves deep into a literary analysis of
Gordimer's masterpiece, exploring its themes, symbolism, and masterful use of narrative techniques to
expose the insidious nature of prejudice, fear, and the construction of "otherness." We will unpack the
story's allegorical power, examine its social commentary on apartheid-era South Africa, and dissect its
enduring relevance to contemporary societal anxieties. Prepare to unravel the layers of this deceptively

simple yet profoundly powerful tale.
I. The Fairytale Framework and its Subversion:

Gordimer cleverly employs the familiar structure of a fairytale — “Once upon a time...” — to immediately
disarm the reader. This seemingly innocent beginning lulls us into a false sense of security before plunging
us into a narrative rife with anxieties and escalating violence. The story's initial idyllic setting, a seemingly
safe suburban home, is gradually encroached upon by fear and paranoia. The narrative's subversion of the
fairytale trope lies in its stark portrayal of escalating violence not fueled by magic or fantasy, but by the
very real and terrifying consequences of prejudice and social division. The "happily ever after” is

conspicuously absent, replaced by a chillingly realistic and brutal conclusion.
II. The Symbolism of Security and Isolation:

The central image of the high wall, initially built for security, ironically becomes a symbol of isolation and
the self-imposed imprisonment of the family. This wall, built brick by brick, mirrors the construction of
social barriers and the deliberate segregation that characterized apartheid South Africa. The increasingly
elaborate security measures — electric fencing, alarms, guard dogs — represent the desperate attempts to
maintain a sense of safety in a rapidly deteriorating social climate. However, these measures ultimately fail,
highlighting the futility of trying to isolate oneself from the realities of a society ravaged by inequality and

fear.
III. The Construction of the "Other":

Gordimer masterfully portrays the insidious process of "othering," where the "outsiders" — initially

undefined — become increasingly demonized and dehumanized. The family's escalating fear transforms the



ambiguous "others" into a monolithic threat, justifying the increasingly violent measures taken to protect
themselves. This process reflects the real-world mechanisms of prejudice and the dangerous ease with
which fear can be manipulated to create division and justify oppression. The story highlights how easily
generalizations and stereotypes can replace nuanced understanding, leading to a spiral of violence and

dehumanization.

IV. The Role of Language and Narrative Voice:

Gordimer's use of language is both precise and suggestive. The narrative voice remains detached, almost
clinical in its description of escalating violence, which only enhances the story's chilling effect. This
detached narration underscores the dehumanizing effects of fear and prejudice, revealing how easily
individuals can become complicit in violence without fully acknowledging the moral implications of their
actions. The seemingly simple language reinforces the universality of the themes, allowing readers to

recognize the parallels between the fictional world and their own realities.

V. The Enduring Relevance of "Once Upon a Time":

‘While rooted in the specific historical context of apartheid South Africa, "Once Upon a Time" transcends its
historical setting. The story's themes of fear, prejudice, and the construction of the "other" resonate deeply
with contemporary anxieties. The story serves as a potent warning against the dangers of unchecked fear,
the insidious nature of prejudice, and the devastating consequences of social division. In a world
increasingly characterized by social unrest and political polarization, Gordimer's tale remains profoundly

relevant and serves as a powerful cautionary tale.

VI. Story Outline:

Name: Once Upon a Time by Nadine Gordimer: A Detailed Structural Breakdown

Contents:

Introduction: Overview of the story's setting, characters, and initial narrative hook.

Chapter 1: The Building of the Wall: Analysis of the symbolic significance of the wall and its escalating
construction.

Chapter 2: The Growing Fear: Examination of the family's increasing paranoia and the dehumanization of
the "other."

Chapter 3: Security Measures and Isolation: Discussion of the security measures and their ironic effect of
increasing isolation.

Chapter 4: The Climax and Violence: Analysis of the violent climax and its implications.

Chapter 5: The Conclusion and Legacy: Interpretation of the story's ending and its enduring relevance.

Conclusion: Summary of key themes and their lasting impact.



VII. Detailed Explanation of the Outline Points:

Each point in the outline above would be expanded upon in a detailed section of the blog post. For instance,
"Chapter 1: The Building of the Wall" would explore the initial construction of the wall as a response to
petty theft, how the wall evolves into a symbol of social division and the increasing fortification mirrors the
escalating political tensions of the time, connecting the literal construction of the wall to the metaphorical
construction of racial divides in apartheid-era South Africa. Each subsequent chapter would similarly delve
into the other aspects mentioned in the outline, providing detailed textual evidence and critical analysis to

support the points made.

VIII. FAQs:

1. What is the main theme of "Once Upon a Time"? The main themes are the construction of

"otherness," the dangers of unchecked fear, and the insidious nature of prejudice leading to violence.

1. What is the significance of the fairytale structure? The fairytale structure subverts expectations,

creating an ironic contrast between the seemingly innocent beginning and the violent ending.

1. How does Gordimer use symbolism in the story? The wall, the security measures, and the undefined

"others" all carry significant symbolic weight.

1. What is the role of the narrative voice? The detached narrative voice enhances the story's chilling

effect by highlighting the dehumanization inherent in the family's actions.

1. What is the historical context of the story? The story is set against the backdrop of apartheid South

Africa, directly addressing the social and political climate of the time.

1. How is the story relevant today? The themes of fear, prejudice, and the construction of the "other”

are relevant to contemporary issues of social division and political polarization.



1. What is the significance of the ending? The ambiguous ending leaves the reader to contemplate the

long-lasting consequences of fear and violence.

1. What literary devices does Gordimer use effectively? Gordimer uses symbolism, irony, and a

detached narrative voice to create a powerful and disturbing effect.

1. What are the key critical interpretations of "Once Upon a Time"? Critical interpretations often focus
on the story's allegorical nature, its exploration of fear and prejudice, and its enduring relevance to

contemporary social issues.

IX. Related Articles:

1. Nadine Gordimer's Short Stories: A Critical Overview: A comprehensive analysis of Gordimer's short

fiction, exploring themes and stylistic techniques.

1. Apartheid Literature: A Study of Social Commentary: Examines the role of literature in reflecting

and critiquing the apartheid system.

1. The Power of Symbolism in Nadine Gordimer's Works: A focused exploration of symbolism in

Gordimer's writing, using "Once Upon a Time" as a case study.

1. Fear and Prejudice in Post-Apartheid South Africa: Discusses the lingering effects of apartheid on

South African society and the enduring presence of fear and prejudice.



1. The Use of Narrative Voice in Modern Short Fiction: Explores how narrative voice shapes the

reader's experience and interpretation of a story.

1. Literary Analysis of "Once Upon a Time": Exploring the Allegorical Dimensions: Delves into the

allegorical nature of the story and its deeper meanings.

1. Comparing "Once Upon a Time" to Other Fairytale Subversions: Compares Gordimer's story to other

works that subvert traditional fairytale tropes.

1. Nadine Gordimer's Legacy: A Study of her Impact on South African Literature: Explores Gordimer's

contribution to South African and world literature.

1. The Social and Political Context of Nadine Gordimer's "Once Upon a Time": Provides a detailed

historical and political background to the story, contextualizing its significance.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Jump and Other Stories Nadine
Gordimer, 2012-03-15 In this collection of sixteen stories, Gordimer brings unforgettable characters
from every corner of society to life: a child refugee fleeing civil war in Mozambique; a black activist's
deserted wife longing for better times; a rich safari party indulging themselves while lionesses circle
their lodge. Jump is a vivid, disturbing and rewarding portrait of life in South Africa under apartheid.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: No Time Like the Present Nadine
Gordimer, 2012-03-15 Nadine Gordimer is one of our most telling contemporary writers. With each
new work, she attacks - with a clear-eyed lack of sentimentality, and an understanding of the darkest
depths of the human soul - the inextricable link between personal life and political, communal
history. The revelation of this theme in each new work, not only in her homeland South Africa, but
the twenty-first century world, is evidence of her literary genius: in the sharpness of her
psychological insights, the stark beauty of her language, the complexity of her characters and the
difficult choices with which they are faced.In No Time Like the Present, Gordimer brings the reader
into the lives of Steven Reed and Jabulile Gumede, a 'mixed' couple, both of whom have been
combatants in the struggle for freedom against apartheid. Once clandestine lovers under racist law
forbidding sexual relations between white and black, they are now in the new South Africa. The
place and time where freedom - the 'better life for all' that was fought for and promised - is being



created but also challenged by political and racial tensions, while the hangover of moral ambiguities
and the vast and growing gap between affluence and mass poverty, continue to haunt the present.
No freedom from personal involvement in these or in the personal intimacy of love.The subject is
contemporary, but Gordimer's treatment is timeless. In No Time Like the Present, she shows herself
once again a master novelist, at the height of her prodigious powers.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: My Son's Story Nadine Gordimer,
2003-11-03 This is a passionate love story; love between a man and two women, between father and
son, and something even more demanding- a love of freedom.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Pickup Nadine Gordimer,
2002-10-07 Longlisted for the 2002 Booker Prize: the compelling story of a relationship between a
young white South African woman and a young Arab man

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: July's People Nadine Gordimer,
2012-03-15 For years, it has been what is called a 'deteriorating situation'. Now all over South Africa
the cities are battlegrounds. The members of the Smales family - liberal whites - are rescued from
the terror by their servant, July, who leads them to refuge in his native village. What happens to the
Smaleses and to July - the shifts in character and relationships - gives us an unforgettable look into
the terrifying, tacit understandings and misunderstandings between blacks and whites.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Get a Life Nadine Gordimer,
2012-03-15 When Paul Bannerman, an ecologist in Africa, is diagnosed with cancer and prescribed
treatment that makes him radioactive, his suddenly fragile existence makes him question his life for
the first time. He is especially struck by the contradiction in values between his work as a
conservationist and that of his wife, an advertising agency executive. Then when Paul moves in with
his parents to protect his wife and young son from radiation, the strange nature of his condition
leads his mother to face her own past.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Writing and Being Nadine
Gordimer, 1995 In this deeply resonant book, Nobel Prize laureate Nadine Gordimer examines the
tension for a writer between life's experiences and narrative creations, investigating where
characters come from--to what extent are they drawn from real life?--and using the writings of South
African revolutionaries to show how their struggle is contrastingly expressed in factual fiction and in
lyrical poetry.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Beethoven Was One-Sixteenth Black
Nadine Gordimer, 2007-11-27 You're not responsible for your ancestry, are you . . . But if that's so,
why have marched under banned slogans, got yourself beaten up by the police, arrested a couple of
times; plastered walls with subversive posters . . . The past is valid only in relation to whether the
present recognizes it. In this collection of new stories, Beethoven Was One-Sixteenth Black, Nadine
Gordimer crosses the frontiers of politics, memory, sexuality, and love with the fearless insight that
is the hallmark of her writing. In the title story a middle-aged academic who had been an
anti-apartheid activist embarks on an unadmitted pursuit of the possibilities for his own racial
identity in his great-grandfather's fortune-hunting interlude of living rough on diamond diggings in
South Africa, his young wife far away in London. Dreaming of the Dead conjures up a lunch in a New
York Chinese restaurant where Susan Sontag and Edward Said return in surprising new avatars as
guests in the dream of a loving friend. The historian in History is a parrot who confronts people with
the scandalizing voice reproduction of quarrels and clandestine love-talk on which it has
eavesdropped. Alternative Endings considers the way writers make arbitrary choices in how to end
stories—and offers three, each relating the same situation, but with a different resolution, arrived at
by the three senses: sight, sound, and smell.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: None to Accompany Me Nadine
Gordimer, 2012-03-15 Set in South Africa, this is the story of Vera Stark, a lawyer and an
independent mother of two, who works for the Legal Foundation representing blacks trying to
reclaim land that was once theirs. As her country lurches towards majority rule, so she discovers a
need to reconstruct her own life.



once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Marrow of Tradition Charles W.
Chesnutt, 2024-02-07T17:03:10Z Following the events of the Wilmington Massacre of 1898 and the
sensationalist news reports and novels that framed the events as a race riot incited by members of
the black community, The Marrow of Tradition was written as a critical response to these harmful
reports and provided a perspective that had otherwise been ignored. Developed out of the stories
and accounts provided by members of the black community in Wilmington and from his own
experience growing up and living in North Carolina, the novel is a probable accounting of the events
leading up to and surrounding the Wilmington massacre. On a hot and sultry night, Major Carteret
sits anxiously beside his wife, Olivia, as she enters early labor. After the fall of the Southern
Confederacy, Major Carteret’s family, one of the oldest and proudest in the state, fell to ruin,
culminating in the deaths of his father and eldest brother. Only through winning the hand of Olivia
Merkell did his fortunes turn around, and he goes on to found the Morning Chronicle, which
becomes an influential paper among the discontented citizens. With the rising political power of the
newly enfranchised black community, Major Carteret wishes for a radical change in direction for his
state. Yet with the inauspicious birth of his child, his beliefs will come to be tested. Across town, a
young Dr. Miller returns to Wilmington to lead a newly established hospital on the old Poindexter
estate. Seeking to fulfill the growing need for medical care in the black community of Wilmington,
Dr. Miller established a hospital that further served as a school for nursing with future aspirations
for it to become a medical school. While respected among his colleagues, the young generation of
black community members, Dr. Miller faces the challenges of being a black doctor from an older
generation, and the growing restrictions being established by Jim Crow laws across the state. This
book is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Fox David Herbert Lawrence,
2021-09-27 The Fox David Herbert Lawrence - Relationship between Ellen and Jill, the lesbian
partners, complicates after Paul, a young man, enters their lives. His attraction towards Ellen
arouses jealousy in Jill.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Conservationist Nadine
Gordimer, 2012-03-15 Mehring is rich. He has all the privileges and possessions that South Africa
has to offer, but his possessions refuse to remain objects. His wife, son and mistress leave him; his
foreman and workers become increasingly indifferent to his stewardship; even the land rises up, as
drought, then flood, destroy his farm. As the upheaval in Mehring's world increasingly resembles
that in the country as a whole, it becomes clear that only a seismic shift in ideas and concrete action
can avert annihilation.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The House Gun Nadine Gordimer,
2012-03-15 A successful, respected executive director of an insurance company, Harald, and his
doctor wife, Claudia, are faced with something that could never happen to them: their son has
committed murder. What kind of loyalty do a mother and a father owe a son who has committed this
unimaginable horror?

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: All Our Names Dinaw Mengestu,
2014-03-04 From acclaimed author Dinaw Mengestu, a recipient of the National Book Foundation’s
5 Under 35 award, The New Yorker’s 20 Under 40 award, and a 2012 MacArthur Foundation genius
grant, comes an unforgettable love story about a searing affair between an American woman and an
African man in 1970s America and an unflinching novel about the fragmentation of lives that
straddle countries and histories. All Our Names is the story of two young men who come of age
during an African revolution, drawn from the safe confines of the university campus into the
intensifying clamor of the streets outside. But as the line between idealism and violence becomes
increasingly blurred, the friends are driven apart—one into the deepest peril, as the movement
gathers inexorable force, and the other into the safety of exile in the American Midwest. There,
pretending to be an exchange student, he falls in love with a social worker and settles into
small-town life. Yet this idyll is inescapably darkened by the secrets of his past: the acts he
committed and the work he left unfinished. Most of all, he is haunted by the beloved friend he left




behind, the charismatic leader who first guided him to revolution and then sacrificed everything to
ensure his freedom. Elegiac, blazing with insights about the physical and emotional geographies that
circumscribe our lives, All Our Names is a marvel of vision and tonal command. Writing within the
grand tradition of Naipul, Greene, and Achebe, Mengestu gives us a political novel that is also a
transfixing portrait of love and grace, of self-determination and the names we are given and the
names we earn. This eBook edition includes a Reading Group Guide.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Burger's Daughter Nadine
Gordimer, 2012-03-15 In this work, Nadine Gordimer unfolds the story of a young woman's slowly
evolving identity in the turbulent political environment of present-day South Africa. Her father's
death in prison leaves Rosa Burger alone to explore the intricacies of what it actually means to be
Burger's daughter.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Burger's Daughter Nadine
Gordimer, 1980-11-20 A riveting history of South Africa and a penetrating portrait of a courageous
woman. -- The New Yorker A must read fiction of South Africa from the winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature This is the moving story of the unforgettable Rosa Burger, a young woman from South
Africa cast in the mold of a revolutionary tradition. Rosa tries to uphold her heritage handed on by
martyred parents while still carving out a sense of self. Although it is wholly of today, Burger's
Daughter can be compared to those 19th century Russian classics that make a certain time and
place come alive, and yet stand as universal celebrations of the human spirit. Nadine Gordimer,
winner of the 1991 Nobel Prize in Literature, was born and lives in South Africa.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Town and Country Lovers Nadine
Gordimer, Helmut Winter, 1991

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Something Out There Nadine
Gordimer, 1985 A collection of nine stories and one novella explore the secret and collusive codes by
which people live together.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Talking Back bell hooks,
2014-10-10 In childhood, bell hooks was taught that talking back meant speaking as an equal to an
authority figure and daring to disagree and/or have an opinion. In this collection of personal and
theoretical essays, hooks reflects on her signature issues of racism and feminism, politics and
pedagogy. Among her discoveries is that moving from silence into speech is for the oppressed, the
colonized, the exploited, and those who stand and struggle side by side, a gesture of defiance that
heals, making new life and new growth possible.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Crimes of Conscience Nadine
Gordimer, 1991 A powerful collection of short stories set in Southern Africa.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Children’s Story James
Clavell, 2022-11-22 “What does ‘allegiance’ mean?” the New Teacher asked, hand over her heart. In
this classic and chilling tale about an elementary school classroom in post-war occupied America,
James Clavell brings to light the vulnerability of children and the power educators have to shape and
change young minds. Originally written in the Cold War era, Clavell’s extraordinary and enduringly
relevant allegory on the impressionability of the human mind is still read in schools around the globe
today, and is a call to every person to keep questioning and keep learning.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: A Study Guide for Nadine
Gordimer's "Once Upon a Time" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Nadine
Gordimer's Once Upon a Time, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Lying Days Nadine Gordimer,
2002-10-07 Helen Shaw is the daughter of white middle-class parents in a gold-mining town in South
Africa. As Helen comes of age, her awareness of the African life around her grows. Her involvement
with young blacks leads her into complex relationships of emotion and action in a culture of



dissension.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Burro Genius Victor Villasenor,
2008-07-08 Standing at the podium, Victor Villasenor looked at the group of educators amassed
before him, and his mind flooded with childhood memories of humiliation and abuse at the hands of
his teachers. He became enraged. With a pounding heart, he began to speak of these incidents.
When he was through, to his great disbelief he received a standing ovation. Many in the audience
could not contain their own tears. So begins the passionate, touching memoir of Victor Villasefior.
Highly gifted and imaginative as a child, Villasefior coped with an untreated learning disability (he
was finally diagnosed, at the age of forty-four, with extreme dyslexia) and the frustration of growing
up Latino in an English-only American school in the 1940s. Despite teachers who beat him because
he could not speak English, Villasefior clung to his dream of one day becoming a writer. He is now
considered one of the premier writers of our time.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Not for Publication Nadine
Gordimer, 1960

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable
Things Jon McGregor, 2003-05-05 On a street in a unnamed town in the north of England, perfectly
ordinary people are doing totally ordinary things... but then a terrible event shatters the quiet of the
early summer evening and no one who witnesses it will be quite the same again.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: How to Read Like a Writer Mike
Bunn, When you Read Like a Writer (RLW) you work to identify some of the choices the author made
so that you can better understand how such choices might arise in your own writing. The idea is to
carefully examine the things you read, looking at the writerly techniques in the text in order to
decide if you might want to adopt similar (or the same) techniques in your writing. You are reading
to learn about writing. Instead of reading for content or to better understand the ideas in the writing
(which you will automatically do to some degree anyway), you are trying to understand how the
piece of writing was put together by the author and what you can learn about writing by reading a
particular text. As you read in this way, you think about how the choices the author made and the
techniques that he/she used are influencing your own responses as a reader. What is it about the
way this text is written that makes you feel and respond the way you do?

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Novels of Nadine Gordimer
Stephen Clingman, 1993 The novels and short stories of Nadine Gordimer are acclaimed throughout
the world. In 1991, she was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. Yet until Stephen Clingman's
study of her work, few will have been aware of how deeply it has responded to the history of South
Africa over the past forty years.;This study traces that history. Drawing out the central themes of her
work, the book follows a developing consciousness of history through Gordimer's novels, to
contribute towards a history of consciousness in South Africa. Major periods and events are covered,
from the political triumph of the National Party in 1948 to the vibrant social and political world of
the fifties; from the Sharpeville massacre of 1960 to the Soweto Revolt of 1976, and beyond.;For
Gordimer's many readers this book will provide an illuminating guide to an author whose work
mirrors and reflects the turbulence of South African history as well as of our own times.;Nadine
Gordimer's novels include The Conservationist, joint winner of the 1974 Booker Prize, Burger's
Daughter, July's People, A Sport of Nature and My Son's Story. Among her collections of short
stories are A Soldier's Embrace, Something O

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Maud Martha Gwendolyn Brooks,
1993 Symbolising some of the author's most provocative writing, this novel captures the essence of
Black life, and recognises the beauty and strength that lies within each of us.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Devil that Danced on the
Water Aminatta Forna, 2003 Aminatta Forna's intensely personal history is a passionate and vivid
account of an idyllic childhood that became the stuff of nightmare. As a child she witnessed the
upheavals of post-colonial Africa, danger, flight, the bitterness of exile in Britain, and the terrible
consequences of her dissident father's stand against tyranny. -- cover




once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Cry, the Beloved Country Alan
Paton, 1953

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Alphabet of Birds S ] Naudé,
2014-11-01 ‘Cool and intelligent, unsettling and deeply felt, Naudé’s voice is something new in South
African writing.” - Damon Galgut From an ancient castle in Bavaria and a pre-War villa in Milan, to a
winter landscape in Lesotho and the suburban streets of Pretoria, the stories in The Alphabet of
Birds take an acute look at South Africans at home and abroad. In one story, a strange, cheerful
Japanese man visits a young South African as he takes care of his dying mother; in another, a woman
battles corrupt bureaucracy in the Eastern Cape. A man trails his lover through the underground
dance clubs of Berlin, while in London a young banker moves through layers of decadence as a soul
would through purgatory. Pulsating with passion, loss, and melancholia, S ] Naudé’s collection The
Alphabet of Birds is filled with music, art, architecture, myth, the search for origins and the shifing
relationships between people.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Conversations with Nadine
Gordimer Nadine Gordimer, 1990 Conversations with Nadine Gordimer edited by Nancy Topping
Bazin and Marilyn Dallman Seymour Nadine Gordimer is one of the contemporary world's most
admired writers of novels and short stories. This volume collects three decades of her interviews. In
them she presents her attitudes toward her art and its interconnection with the oppressive, volatile
politics in her native land. She has traveled extensively to other countries only to discover that no
matter how white her skin she is indeed African and the only country she can call home is South
Africa. If you write honestly about life in South Africa, apartheid damns itself, she says. She is
ruthlessly honest, and her fiction has played the vital role of communicating in detail to the rest of
the world the effects of apartheid upon the daily lives of the South African people. To maintain her
integrity, she writes as though she were dead, without any thought of how anyone will react to what
she has written. She remains heroically undaunted both by the banning of three of her novels by the
white government and by the protests of radical blacks who assert that whites cannot write
convincingly about blacks.She is concerned neither with the image of blacks nor with the image of
whites, only with revealing the complexity, the full truth. This truth condemns the racism upon
which apartheid is built. In her nine novels and eight volumes of short stories, Gordimer digs deeper
and deeper until she has thematic layers. These include betrayal-political, sexual, every form and
power, the way human beings use power in their relationships. Her accounts in these interviews of
how she works and of which writers she admires will fascinate readers, scholars, teachers, and
students alike. Co-editors Nancy Topping Bazin retired from the faculty of the English and women's
studies departments at Old Dominion University, and Marilyn Dallman Seymour retired from the
staff of the Government Publications Department of the Old Dominion University Library.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: A Bird in the House Margaret
Laurence, 2010-01-26 One of Canada’s most accomplished authors combines the best qualities of
both the short story and the novel to create a lyrical evocation of the beauty, pain, and wonder of
growing up. In eight interconnected, finely wrought stories, Margaret Laurence recreates the world
of Vanessa MacLeod - a world of scrub-oak, willow, and chokecherry bushes; of family love and
conflict; and of a girl’s growing awareness of and passage into womanhood. The stories blend into
one masterly and moving whole: poignant, compassionate, and profound in emotional impact. In this
fourth book of the five-volume Manawaka series, Vanessa MacLeod takes her rightful place
alongside the other unforgettable heroines of Manawaka: Hagar Shipley in The Stone Angel, Rachel
Cameron in A Jest of God, Stacey MacAindra in The Fire-Dwellers, and Morag Gunn in The Diviners.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Eyebags and Dimples Bonnie
Henna, 2012 In this beautifully written work, searing and unflinchingly honest, Bonnie makes a
remarkable transition from actress to author with ease and flair. This shockingly naked account
recounts how her depression almost robbed her of her shine and how she continues to fight this
darkness. After Bonnie unsuccessfully tried to pursue her acting career in Hollywood, she was
diagnosed with clinical depression. At last her darkness had a name, and there was a way to




overcome it. With the failed Hollywood adventure as her lowest point, Bonnie begins the painful
climb back to a life of health and mental stability. This memoir will have you cheering, crying, and
falling in love all at the same time--Provided by publisher.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Ultimate Safari Nadine
Gordimer, 2001

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: No Cold Kitchen Ronald Suresh
Roberts, 2005 A comprehensive account of one of South Africa's most fascinating literary
personalities. More than just a chronicle of Gordimer's richly-lived life, this work gives the reader a
window into the world - a world both changing and much changed; and, an evolving world of
political conflict and struggle, of style and celebrity.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: Short Stories for Students Sara
Constantakis, Thomas E. Barden, 2010-04 Each bi-annual volume presents vital information on
approximately 20 of the most-studied short stories at the high school and early-college levels.

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Fisherman's Invocation Gabriel
Okara, 1978

once upon a time by nadine gordimer literary analysis: The Late Bourgeois World Nadine
Gordimer, 2013-03-28 Liz Van Den Sandt's ex-husband, Max, an ineffectual rebel, has drowned
himself. In prison for a failed act of violence against the government, he had betrayed his colleagues.
Now Liz has been asked to perform a direct service for the Black Nationalist movement, at
considerable danger to herself. Can she take such a risk in the face of Max's example of the
uselessness of such actions? Yet ... how can she not?
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