origin of accounting

The Origin of Accounting: From Ancient
Civilizations to Modern Finance

Introduction:

Have you ever wondered how businesses track their money, assets, and
liabilities? The answer lies in the fascinating history of accounting, a
system as old as civilization itself. This comprehensive guide delves into
the origin of accounting, tracing its evolution from rudimentary record-
keeping in ancient Mesopotamia to the sophisticated financial systems of
today. We'll explore key milestones, influential figures, and the impact of
technological advancements on this ever-evolving field. Prepare to embark on
a journey through time, uncovering the secrets behind the numbers that shape
our world.

1. The Dawn of Accounting: Ancient Civilizations and Early Record-Keeping

Long before double-entry bookkeeping became the standard, the need to track
resources was evident. Evidence suggests that rudimentary forms of accounting
existed in ancient Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq) as early as 3000 BC. Clay
tablets unearthed from this period reveal sophisticated record-keeping
systems, detailing transactions related to agriculture, trade, and temple
administration. These tablets, often inscribed with cuneiform script, provide
invaluable insights into early economic activities and demonstrate a nascent
understanding of asset management and financial accountability. Similar
systems emerged independently in other ancient civilizations, including
Egypt, India, and China, highlighting the universal need for tracking
resources and managing wealth. These early systems, while lacking the
complexity of modern accounting, laid the groundwork for future developments.
The emphasis was primarily on recording transactions, a fundamental aspect of
accounting that persists to this day.

1. The Rise of Double-Entry Bookkeeping: A Revolution in Accounting

The 15th century witnessed a transformative development in accounting: the
advent of double-entry bookkeeping. Widely attributed to Luca Pacioli, a
Franciscan friar and mathematician, this revolutionary system marked a



significant leap forward. Unlike single-entry systems that only recorded one
side of a transaction, double-entry bookkeeping meticulously records both
debits and credits for every transaction. This crucial innovation ensured
that the accounting equation (Assets = Liabilities + Equity) always remained
balanced, providing a comprehensive and verifiable overview of a business's
financial position. Pacioli's treatise, Summa de Arithmetica, Geometria,
Proportioni et Proportionalita (1494), which included a detailed explanation
of double-entry bookkeeping, is considered a foundational text in accounting
history. Its impact resonates even today, forming the cornerstone of modern
accounting practices.

1. The Evolution of Accounting Standards and Regulations

As commerce expanded and became increasingly complex, the need for
standardized accounting practices became apparent. The late 19th and early
20th centuries saw the emergence of professional accounting bodies and the
development of accounting standards. These standards aimed to ensure
consistency, transparency, and comparability in financial reporting,
facilitating informed decision-making by investors, creditors, and other
stakeholders. The establishment of organizations like the American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the development of Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the United States, and International
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) globally, played a crucial role in
shaping the accounting landscape. These regulations continue to evolve,
adapting to the complexities of the modern global economy.

1. The Impact of Technology on Accounting

The digital revolution has profoundly impacted accounting, transforming it
from a primarily manual process to a technologically driven field. The advent
of computers and accounting software has automated many previously labor-
intensive tasks, such as data entry, reconciliation, and report generation.
This increased efficiency has enabled accountants to focus on more strategic
activities, such as financial analysis, auditing, and consulting.
Furthermore, the rise of cloud computing and data analytics has opened up new
possibilities for data-driven decision-making and improved financial
forecasting. Blockchain technology also holds the potential to revolutionize
accounting by enhancing transparency, security, and efficiency in financial
transactions.

1. Accounting Today and Future Trends



Today, accounting is a multifaceted profession encompassing various
specializations, including auditing, taxation, forensic accounting, and
management accounting. Accountants play a vital role in ensuring the
financial health and stability of businesses, governments, and non-profit
organizations. Looking towards the future, the field is expected to continue
evolving, driven by technological advancements, globalization, and the
increasing complexity of the global economy. The demand for skilled
accountants equipped with analytical and technological expertise will likely
remain high, ensuring the continued relevance and importance of this ancient
yet ever-evolving profession.

Book Outline: "A History of Accounting: From Clay Tablets to Cloud Computing"

Introduction: The enduring need for financial record-keeping.

Chapter 1: Ancient accounting systems in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and other
civilizations.

Chapter 2: The revolutionary impact of double-entry bookkeeping and Luca
Pacioli.

Chapter 3: The development of accounting standards and professional bodies.
Chapter 4: The technological transformation of accounting: computers,
software, and data analytics.

Chapter 5: Modern accounting specializations and future trends in the field.
Conclusion: The continuing importance of accounting in the modern world.

(Detailed explanation of each point in the outline is provided above in the
body of the article.)

FAQs:

1. When did accounting originate? Rudimentary forms of accounting date back
to ancient Mesopotamia, around 3000 BC.

1. Who is considered the father of accounting? Luca Pacioli is widely
credited with formalizing double-entry bookkeeping.

1. What is double-entry bookkeeping? A system that records both debits and
credits for every transaction, ensuring the accounting equation remains
balanced.



. What are GAAP and IFRS? Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP)

and International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) are sets of
accounting standards that ensure consistency and transparency in
financial reporting.

. How has technology impacted accounting? Technology has automated many

tasks, increased efficiency, and enabled data-driven decision-making.

. What are some common accounting specializations? Auditing, taxation,

forensic accounting, and management accounting.

. What is the future of accounting? Continued evolution driven by

technology, globalization, and increasing economic complexity.

. Is accounting a good career choice? Yes, the demand for skilled

accountants remains high, offering diverse career opportunities.

. Where can I learn more about accounting history? Academic journals,

historical texts, and online resources offer valuable information.
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Luca Pacioli and the Invention of Double-Entry Bookkeeping: A closer
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5. Forensic Accounting: Investigating Financial Crimes: A deep dive into
this specialized area of accounting.

6. Management Accounting: Decision-Making and Strategic Planning: Focuses
on the role of accounting in business strategy.

7. The History of Auditing: From Inspection to Assurance: Traces the
evolution of auditing practices.

8. The Role of Accountants in Corporate Governance: Explores the importance
of accounting in ensuring ethical and transparent corporate practices.

9. Careers in Accounting: A Comprehensive Guide: Provides information on
different career paths and educational requirements within the
accounting field.

origin of accounting: A History of Accounting and Accountants Richard Brown, 1905
Compilation of essays, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the incorporation of accountants of
scotland, on the historical development of the accounting profession, with particular reference to
practice in the UK - covers occupational organizations and the legal status of accountants and
bookkeepers, and includes a biographical list of deceased scottish accountants. Biographys scottish
accountants. Festschrift society of accountants of scotland (1856-1904).

origin of accounting: The Routledge Companion to Accounting History John Richard
Edwards, Stephen P. Walker, 2009-05-07 The Routledge Companion to Accounting History shows
how the seemingly innocuous practice of accounting has pervaded human existence in fascinating
ways at numerous times and places; from ancient civilisations to the modern day, and from the
personal to the political. Placing the history of accounting in context with other fields of study, the
collection gives invaluable insights to subjects such as the rise of capitalism, the control of labour,
gender and family relationships, racial exploitation, the functioning of the state, and the pursuit of
military conflict. An engaging and comprehensive overview also examining geographical differences,
this Companion is split into key sections, which explore: changing technologies used to represent
financial and other data historical development of accounting theory and practice accounting
institutions and those who perform accounting accountancy and the economy accounting, society,
and culture the role of accounting in the government, protection and financing of states including
chapters on the important role played by accountancy in religious organizations, a review of how the
discipline is portrayed in fine art and popular culture, and analysis of sharp practice and corporate
scandals. The Routledge Companion to Accounting History has a breadth of coverage that is
unmatched in this growing area of study. Bringing together leading writers in the field, this is an
essential reference work for any student of accounting, business and management, and history.

origin of accounting: Global History of Accounting, Financial Reporting and Public Policy Gary
J. Previts, Peter Walton, Peter Wolnizer, 2012-07-17 The Global Accounting History four volume set
aims to establish a benchmark reference source that covers the evolution of accounting, financial
reporting and related institutions for all major economies in the world in a comparable way.

origin of accounting: A History of Accounting Thought Michael Chatfield, 1977

origin of accounting: The Origins of Accounting Culture Massimo Sargiacomo, Stefano
Coronella, Chiara Mio, Ugo Sostero, Roberto Di Pietra, 2018-05-11 The Origins Of Accounting
Culture aim at studying the origins of the accounting culture in Venice, with a specific focus on



accounting education. The period covered by the work ranges from Luca Pacioli to the foundation (in
1868) of the Royal Advanced School of Commerce (Regia Scuola Superiore di Commercio), that in
2018 is celebrating its 150 anniversary as Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. Ever since the Middle
Ages, Venice was home of a number of favourable circumstances that have been accumulating over
the years. As a trading city par excellence, Venice allowed the spreading of the bookkeeping at first
among firms and then in the public administration that was much in need of sophisticated
accounting principles for the purpose of controlling its activities. Venice was among the first cities to
implement Gutenberg print method and it quickly became the most important city in the world in the
publishing industry, allowing printing and spreading the first handbooks about double-entry
bookkeeping and merchant studies. The Origins Of Accounting Culture goes beyond the study of
Luca Pacioli and tackles in a more organic and holistic way the social and economic conditions that
allowed the accounting culture to spread in Venice. This book will be a vital resource to academics
and researchers in the fields of Accounting, Accounting History, Economic Development and related
disciplines.

origin of accounting: The History of Accounting (RLE Accounting) Michael Chatfield,
Richard Vangermeersch, 2014-02-05 Global in scope, accounting has had its share of great thinkers
and practitioners, from Luca Pacioloi, the father of accounting, to R. J. Chambers, W. W. Cooper, Yuji
Ijiri, Stephen A. Zeff and other figures. This encyclopedia presents more than 400 entries that focus
on such subjects as publications in the field, institutional bodies, accounting and economic concepts,
accounting issues, authors in accounting, records, leaders in the profession, accounting in various
countries, financial court cases, accounting exams and historical researchers.

origin of accounting: Kautilya's Arthashastra Kau?alya, Priyadarshni Academy (Bombay,
India), 2009-01-01 Kautilya, also known as Chanakya, is India s most illustrious political economist
of all time. He regarded economic activity as the driving force behind the functioning of any political
dispensation. In fact, he went to the extent of saying that revenue should take priority over the army
because sustaining the army was possible out of a well-managed revenue system.Kautilya advocated
limiting the taxation power of the State, having low rates of taxation, maintaining a gradual increase
in taxation and most importantly devising a tax structure that ensured compliance. He strongly
encouraged foreign trade, basing it on the premise that for a successful trade contract to be
established, it had to be beneficial to all. He emphasised State control and investment in land, water
and mining. Kautilya was a true statesman who bridged the gap between experience and vision. For
Kautilya, good governance was paramount. He suggested built-in checks and balances in systems
and procedures for the containment of malpractices. Many postulates of Kautilya s philosophy of
political economy are applicable to contemporary times.

origin of accounting: Accounting History from the Renaissance to the Present T. A. Lee,
A. Bishop, R. H. Parker, 2014-06-23 First published in 1996. This book summarises the Seminar held
in Edinburgh in 1994 in the five hundredth year since the publication of Luca Pacioli's Summa de
Arithmetica, Geometria, Proportioni et Proportionalita. Its purpose is simple but relevant to every
accountant. It revisits some fundamentals that lay behind Pacioli's decision to write his Summa, and
examines whether the accounting framework in which we work today has overlooked basic issues
because of its continued focus on development of the existing financial accounting model. It analyses
Pacioli's legacy from several different perspectives, deliberately choosing to do so in ways that
addressed considerations that his work reflected, examining the nature and characteristics of the
bridge between academic analysis and insight on the one hand and practical application on the
other. It also looks at the dominant influences in the evolution of accountancy for managing
stewardship and for reporting of that stewardship. By doing so, it attempts to identify influences that
had been less pressing and so had been ignored or overlooked, and also considers how changing
technology has affected the way we manage the accountancy process.

origin of accounting: Res Gestae Divi Augusti Peter Astbury Brunt, 1975

origin of accounting: A History of Accountancy in the United States Gary John Previts, Barbara
Dubis Merino, 1997 The only comprehensive chronicle of American accountancy from the colonial




period to the present, this completely revised edition provides practicing accountants and
professional accounting students with a thorough knowledge of the origins of their profession. Gary
John Previts and Barbara Dubis Merino address the evolution of accounting in social, political, and
economic terms and discuss the major figures in each historical period. They consider the
development of accounting in all of its major institutional domains, including public practice,
financial reporting, business management, government, and education.

origin of accounting: A History of Accountancy in the United States Gary John Previts, Barbara
Dubis Merino, 1997 The only comprehensive chronicle of American accountancy from the colonial
period to the present, this completely revised edition provides practicing accountants and
professional accounting students with a thorough knowledge of the origins of their profession. Gary
John Previts and Barbara Dubis Merino address the evolution of accounting in social, political, and
economic terms and discuss the major figures in each historical period. They consider the
development of accounting in all of its major institutional domains, including public practice,
financial reporting, business management, government, and education.

origin of accounting: History of Public Accounting in the United States James Don Edwards,
2020-09-04 This book, first published in 1988, is a readable, concise history of the accounting
profession in the US from its beginnings to the late twentieth century. It examines the roots of the
profession, how it developed, how its standards have evolved, and what social, economic and legal
forces have shaped it. The chapters form a series of dramatic highlights, illustrative of the
multifarious problems besetting a young profession, catapulted into prominence by the economic
and social forces of the twentieth century.

origin of accounting: A History of Financial Accounting (RLE Accounting) J. Edwards,
2013-12-04 This volume deals with the evolution of accounting from earliest times, and gives
particular attention to corporate accounting developments since the Industrial Revolution. The
author identifies the various sources of accounting practices employed by British companies, to
demonstrate the main changes which have taken place, when they occurred and why. The author
emphasises the need to understand the legal, social and economic context in which accountancy
changes take place, and also studies the conflicts which arise between suppliers and users of
accounting statements. The study concludes with an examination of the duties performed by the
professional accountant, the extent to which these have changed in the course of time and how his
position in society is reinforced by the activities of professional institutions.

origin of accounting: Accounting for Slavery Caitlin Rosenthal, 2019-10-15 A Five Books
Best Economics Book of the Year A Politico Great Weekend Read “Absolutely compelling.” —Diane
Coyle “The evolution of modern management is usually associated with good old-fashioned
intelligence and ingenuity...But capitalism is not just about the free market; it was also built on the
backs of slaves.” —Forbes The story of modern management generally looks to the factories of
England and New England for its genesis. But after scouring through old accounting books, Caitlin
Rosenthal discovered that Southern planter-capitalists practiced an early form of scientific
management. They took meticulous notes, carefully recording daily profits and productivity, and
subjected their slaves to experiments and incentive strategies comprised of rewards and brutal
punishment. Challenging the traditional depiction of slavery as a barrier to innovation, Accounting
for Slavery shows how elite planters turned their power over enslaved people into a productivity
advantage. The result is a groundbreaking investigation of business practices in Southern and West
Indian plantations and an essential contribution to our understanding of slavery’s relationship with
capitalism. “Slavery in the United States was a business. A morally reprehensible—and very
profitable business...Rosenthal argues that slaveholders...were using advanced management and
accounting techniques long before their northern counterparts. Techniques that are still used by
businesses today.” —Marketplace “Rosenthal pored over hundreds of account books from U.S. and
West Indian plantations...She found that their owners employed advanced accounting and
management tools, including depreciation and standardized efficiency metrics.” —Harvard Business
Review




origin of accounting: Ancient Double-entry Bookkeeping John Bart Geijsbeek, Luca Pacioli,
1914

origin of accounting: A History of Financial Accounting (RLE Accounting) J. R. Edwards,
2013-12-04 This volume deals with the evolution of accounting from earliest times, and gives
particular attention to corporate accounting developments since the Industrial Revolution. The
author identifies the various sources of accounting practices employed by British companies, to
demonstrate the main changes which have taken place, when they occurred and why. The author
emphasises the need to understand the legal, social and economic context in which accountancy
changes take place, and also studies the conflicts which arise between suppliers and users of
accounting statements. The study concludes with an examination of the duties performed by the
professional accountant, the extent to which these have changed in the course of time and how his
position in society is reinforced by the activities of professional institutions.

origin of accounting: A History of Accounting and Accountants Richard Brown, 1971

origin of accounting: The Rosetta Stone E. A. Wallis Budge, 2012-04-27 Fascinating account of
great linguistic detective story — discovery of Stone, history of the decipherment of Egyptian
hieroglyphics; work of Young, Champollion, other scholars; much more. 23 photographs.
Bibliography.

origin of accounting: More Than a Numbers Game Thomas A. King, 2011-02-17 The world
certainly suffers no shortage of accounting texts. The many out there help readers prepare, audit,
interpret and explain corporate financial statements. What has been missing is a book offering
context and discussion for divisive issues such as taxes, debt, options, and earnings volatility. King
addresses the why of accounting instead of the how, providing practitioners and students with a
highly readable history of U.S. corporate accounting. More Than a Numbers Game: A Brief History
of Accounting was inspired by Arthur Levitt's landmark 1998 speech delivered at New York
University. The Securities and Exchange Commission chairman described the too-little challenged
custom of earnings management and presaged the breakdown in the US corporate accounting three
years later. Somehow, over a one-hundred year period, accounting morphed from a tool used by
American railroad managers to communicate with absent British investors into an enabler of
corporate fraud. How this happened makes for a good business story. This book is not another
description of accounting scandals. Instead it offers a history of ideas. Each chapter covers a
controversial topic that emerged over the past century. Historical background and discussion of
people involved give relevance to concepts discussed. The author shows how economics, finance,
law and business customs contributed to accounting's development. Ideas presented come from a
career spent working with accounting information.

origin of accounting: Double Entry Jane Gleeson-White, 2014-06-19 Our world is governed by
the numbers generated by the accounts of nations and corporations. We depend on these numbers to
direct our governments, our institutions, corporations, economies, societies. But where did they
come from and how did they become so powerful?The answer to these questions begins in the Dark
Ages in northern Italy with a new form of record keeping perfected by the merchants of Venice
called double-entry bookkeeping. The story of double entry stars a Renaissance monk,
mathematician, magician and constant companion of Leonardo da Vinci, his 27-page treatise for
merchants, re.

origin of accounting: Creative Accounting Exposed Ignacio de la Torre, 2009-01-15 In this
book Ignacio de la Torre explains the reasons why some companies choose to influence their figures
and how they do so, often by bending the rules rather than breaking them - anticipating or
increasing income, reducing or delaying the recognition of expenses and shifting away debts or
losses. He also shows us how to spot such tricks and correctly interpret financial reports. Written in
a clear and enjoyable style, the wealth of international case studies from companies such as Repsol,
L'Oreal, Vivendi, Universal and Vodafone and public bodies such as the Greek government and the
European Union, and the subsequent detail of analysis, make this book appealing reading for all
professionals of the accounting world as well as those who simply want to know the truth behind the



headlines.--BOOK JACKET.

origin of accounting: Accounting and Corporate Reporting Soner Gokten, 2017-09-20 We
have spent a great deal of time on the continued development of accounting and auditing standards,
which are used as a primary component of corporate reporting, to reach today's financial reporting
framework. However, is it possible to say that, currently, financial statements provide full and
prompt disclosure? Or will they still be useful as a primary element with their current structures in
corporate reporting? Undoubtedly, we are deeply concerned about these issues in recent times. This
volume contains chapters to discuss the today's and tomorrow's accounting and corporate reporting
phenomena in a comprehensive and multidimensional way. Therefore, this book is organized into six
sections: Achieving Sustainability through Corporate Reporting, International Standardization,
Financial Reporting Quality, Accounting Profession and Behavioral Aspects, Public Sector
Accounting and Reporting, and Managerial Accounting.

origin of accounting: Studies in the History of Accounting Ananias Charles Littleton, Basil
S. Yamey, 1956

origin of accounting: Paciolo on Accounting R. Gene Brown, Kenneth S. Johnston,
2019-04-05 Published in 1963, this book about the famous accountant and bookkeeper Luca Paciolo
explores his extraordinary contribution to the development of the accounting profession. Paciolo is
the first known writer to publish a work describing the double entry process.

origin of accounting: The Man of Numbers Keith Devlin, 2011-11-07 In 1202, a 32-year old
Italian finished one of the most influential books of all time, which introduced modern arithmetic to
Western Europe. Devised in India in the seventh and eighth centuries and brought to North Africa by
Muslim traders, the Hindu-Arabic system helped transform the West into the dominant force in
science, technology, and commerce, leaving behind Muslim cultures which had long known it but
had failed to see its potential. The young Italian, Leonardo of Pisa (better known today as Fibonacci),
had learned the Hindu number system when he traveled to North Africa with his father, a customs
agent. The book he created was Liber abbaci, the 'Book of Calculation', and the revolution that
followed its publication was enormous. Arithmetic made it possible for ordinary people to buy and
sell goods, convert currencies, and keep accurate records of possessions more readily than ever
before. Liber abbaci's publication led directly to large-scale international commerce and the
scientific revolution of the Renaissance. Yet despite the ubiquity of his discoveries, Leonardo of Pisa
remains an enigma. His name is best known today in association with an exercise in Liber abbaci
whose solution gives rise to a sequence of numbers - the Fibonacci sequence - used by some to
predict the rise and fall of financial markets, and evident in myriad biological structures. In The Man
of Numbers, Keith Devlin recreates the life and enduring legacy of an overlooked genius, and in the
process makes clear how central numbers and mathematics are to our daily lives.

origin of accounting: 20th Century Bookkeeping and Office Practice James W. Baker, 1909

origin of accounting: Municipal Accounting and Auditing National Committee on
Governmental Accounting, 1951

origin of accounting: The World Economy Angus Maddison, 2006 This publication brings
together two reference works by Angus Maddison: The World Economy: A Millennial Perspective,
first published in 2001 and The World Economy: Historical Statistics, published in 2003. This new
edition contains Statlinks, a service providing access to the underlying data in Excel® format. These
two volumes bring together estimates of world GDP for the past 2000 years and provide perspective
on the rise and fall of economies historically.--Publisher description.

origin of accounting: The History of Accounting Michael Chatfield, Richard G. J.
Vangermeersch, 1996 This encyclopedia's more than 400 entries focus on such subjects as
publications in the field, institutional bodies, accounting and economic concepts and much more. It
is aimed at the student, researcher or professional.

origin of accounting: Islamic Accounting Christopher Napier, Ros Haniffa, 2011 This is the
first ever compilation of leading articles in the field of Islamic accounting from the path defining
contribution of Abdel-Majd in 1981 to the most important articles by Rifaat Ahmed Abdel Karim,




founder of AAOIFI and former Secretary General of the IFSB. The collection is an essential purchase
for all university libraries with Islamic finance collections as well as business schools where financial
reporting is considered from different cultural perspectives. The editors are to be congratulated on
their efforts.'

origin of accounting: The Birth of American Accountancy Peter L. McMickle, Paul H. Jensen,
2020-09-04 This book, first published in 1988, brings together for the first time a comprehensive,
analytical and annotated bibliography of all American Accounting Works up to 1820. The discussion
extends, clarifies and corrects our knowledge of early American publications on accounting. All
known printings are listed including many heretofore overlooked and hard-to-find accounting
treatments. Each work is reviewed and many illustrations are provided including the title pages of
the first printing of every item. The reviews represent the first modern analyses of these early
accounting writings and the illustrations are often the first ever published.

origin of accounting: Two Hundred Years of Accounting Research Richard Mattessich,
2007-11-15 This is the first and only book to offer a comprehensive survey of accounting research on
a broad international scale for the last two centuries. Its main emphasis is on accounting research in
the English, German, Italian, French and Spanish language areas; it also contains chapters dealing
with research in Finland, the Netherlands, Scand

origin of accounting: Accounting is an Evolved Economic Institution Gregory B. Waymire,
Sudipta Basu, 2008 Accounting is an Evolved Economic Institution summarizes accounting history
over the past ten thousand years and can be used as a primer of accounting history.

origin of accounting: Intermediate Accounting For Dummies Maire Loughran, 2012-04-24 The
easy way to master an intermediate accounting course Intermediate accounting courses are required
for students seeking bachelor's degrees in accounting and often for degrees in finance, business
administration, and management. Intermediate Accounting For Dummies provides you with a deeper
and broader level of accounting theory, serving as an excellent course supplement and study guide
to help you master the concepts of this challenging program. With easy-to-understand explanations
and realworld examples, Intermediate Accounting For Dummies covers all the topics you'll
encounter in an intermediate accounting course: the conceptual framework of Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP), International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), financial ratio
analysis, equity accounting, investment strategies, financial statement preparation, and more Tracks
to a typical intermediate accounting curriculum Expert information and real-world examples Other
titles from Loughran: Financial Accounting For Dummies and Auditing For Dummies With the help
of Intermediate Accounting For Dummies, you'll discover the fast and easy way to take the confusion
out of the complex theories and methods associated with a typical intermediate accounting course.

origin of accounting: The Deeds of the Divine Augustus Augustus, 2017-04-24 Res Gestae Divi
Augusti (Eng. The Deeds of the Divine Augustus) is the funerary inscription of the first Roman
emperor, Augustus, giving a first-person record of his life and accomplishments. The Res Gestae is
especially significant because it gives an insight into the image Augustus portrayed to the Roman
people. Various inscriptions of the Res Gestae have been found scattered across the former Roman
Empire. The inscription itself is a monument to the establishment of the Julio-Claudian dynasty that
was to follow Augustus.The text consists of a short introduction, 35 body paragraphs, and a
posthumous addendum. These paragraphs are conventionally grouped in four sections, political
career, public benefactions, military accomplishments and a political statement.The first section
(paragraphs 2-14) is concerned with Augustus' political career; it records the offices and political
honours that he held. Augustus also lists numerous offices he refused to take and privileges he
refused to be awarded. The second section (paragraphs 15-24) lists Augustus' donations of money,
land and grain to the citizens of Italy and his soldiers, as well as the public works and gladiatorial
spectacles that he commissioned. The text is careful to point out that all this was paid for out of
Augustus' own funds. The third section (paragraphs 25-33) describes his military deeds and how he
established alliances with other nations during his reign. Finally the fourth section (paragraphs
34-35) consists of a statement of the Romans' approval for the reign and deeds of Augustus. The



appendix is written in the third person, and likely not by Augustus himself. It summarizes the entire
text, and lists various buildings he renovated or constructed; it states that Augustus spent 600
million silver denarii (i.e. 600,000 gold denarii) from his own funds during his reign on public
projects. Ancient currencies cannot be reliably converted into modern equivalents, but it is clearly
more than anyone else in the Empire could afford. Augustus consolidated his hold on power by
reversing the prior tax policy beginning with funding the aerarium militare with 170 million
sesterces of his own money.

origin of accounting: Accounting Theory Harry I. Wolk, James L. Dodd, John J. Rozycki, 2008
Presents complex materials in a clear and understandable manner. Incorporating the latest
accounting standards and presenting the most up-to-date accounting theory from the top academic
journals in accounting and finance throughout the world.

origin of accounting: Business History Walter A. Friedman, Geoffrey Jones, 2013 This
important book assembles formative articles that demonstrate how business history emerged as a
discipline from the interwar years until the present day. The essays, drawn from authors in the
United States, Europe, Asia and Latin America, document the remarkable intellectual achievements
of the field, as well as exploring the challenges it faced securing a wider impact on other disciplines.
The editors provide a wide-ranging and original introduction. The book will appeal to both social
scientists and historians interested to learn how the field of business history was shaped.

origin of accounting: A Short History of Accountants and Accountancy Arthur H. Woolf,
1912

origin of accounting: Artificial Intelligence in Accounting and Auditing Mariarita Pierotti,

origin of accounting: Accounting Evolution to 1900 Ananias Charles Littleton, 1966
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