
psychoanalysis criticism

Psychoanalysis Criticism: Unmasking the Subconscious in Literature
and Beyond

Introduction:

Have you ever felt a deep resonance with a character's seemingly irrational actions in a novel, or wondered
about the hidden motivations driving a historical figure's decisions? Psychoanalysis criticism offers a powerful
lens through which to explore these questions. It delves into the subconscious mind, seeking to uncover the
underlying psychological complexities that shape human behavior, art, and literature. This comprehensive guide
will explore the core principles of psychoanalysis criticism, its application in various fields, its strengths and
limitations, and its enduring relevance in the 21st century. We will delve into prominent psychoanalytic
theorists, examine case studies, and address common misconceptions surrounding this fascinating critical
approach. Prepare to unlock a deeper understanding of human experience and the art that reflects it.

Understanding the Fundamentals of Psychoanalysis Criticism1.

Psychoanalysis criticism, rooted in the work of Sigmund Freud, employs psychoanalytic theories to interpret
and analyze literary texts, art, dreams, and even cultural phenomena. It seeks to understand the unconscious
motivations, desires, and conflicts that shape both the creator and the subject of the work. Unlike other
literary approaches that focus solely on surface meaning, psychoanalysis digs deeper, exploring the symbolism,
imagery, and character dynamics to uncover hidden meanings often concealed from conscious awareness. Key
concepts include the id, ego, and superego; the Oedipus complex; repression; and the role of dreams and symbolism
in revealing unconscious desires.

Key Psychoanalytic Theorists and Their Contributions1.

While Freud laid the groundwork, numerous other thinkers have expanded and adapted psychoanalytic theory,
each contributing unique perspectives to literary criticism. These include:

Jacques Lacan: Lacan's focus on the symbolic order and the mirror stage offers valuable insights into the
construction of identity and the influence of language on the unconscious.
Carl Jung: Jung's concept of the collective unconscious and archetypes provides a framework for understanding
universal symbols and recurring themes in literature and mythology.
Melanie Klein: Klein’s object relations theory emphasizes the importance of early childhood experiences and
relationships in shaping personality and psychic development, providing new avenues for interpreting character
interactions.
Jacques Derrida: Though not strictly a psychoanalyst, Derrida’s deconstructionist approach complements
psychoanalytic criticism by highlighting the inherent instability and ambiguity of language, a crucial aspect of
interpreting unconscious expression.

Applying Psychoanalysis Criticism to Literature:1.

Analyzing literature through a psychoanalytic lens involves examining various aspects of the text:



Character analysis: Identifying character motivations, exploring unconscious desires and conflicts, and
analyzing their relationships based on psychoanalytic concepts. For instance, Hamlet's procrastination could
be analyzed through the lens of the Oedipus complex, exploring his unresolved feelings toward his mother and
stepfather.
Symbolism and imagery: Deciphering the symbolic meaning of recurring images, metaphors, and motifs, interpreting
them as manifestations of unconscious desires or repressed conflicts. A recurring symbol of water in a novel
might represent the unconscious, emotions, or the primal.
Narrative structure: Exploring how the narrative itself reflects the psychological processes of the
characters or the author, analyzing the use of dream sequences, flashbacks, and stream-of-consciousness
techniques.
Themes and motifs: Identifying recurring themes related to power, sexuality, death, and the unconscious,
interpreting them in light of psychoanalytic concepts.

Beyond Literature: Psychoanalysis in Other Fields1.

The applications of psychoanalysis extend far beyond literary criticism. It is used in:

Film studies: Analyzing characters’ motivations, symbolism, and the impact of cinematic techniques on the
viewer’s unconscious responses.
Art history: Interpreting the symbolism and hidden meanings in artwork, relating them to the artist’s psyche and
the cultural context.
History: Understanding the psychological factors influencing historical figures and events, exploring the
motivations behind their actions.
Cultural studies: Examining societal norms, rituals, and myths through a psychoanalytic lens, highlighting
unconscious influences and power dynamics.

Strengths and Limitations of Psychoanalysis Criticism1.

While powerful, psychoanalysis criticism also faces certain limitations:

Subjectivity: Interpretations can be highly subjective, depending on the critic's theoretical framework and
individual biases.
Over-interpretation: The risk of imposing interpretations onto a text that may not be supported by the
evidence.
Lack of empirical evidence: Psychoanalytic concepts are often difficult to empirically verify.

A Case Study: Analyzing Hamlet Through a Psychoanalytic Lens1.

Hamlet's prolonged delay in avenging his father's murder can be interpreted through the lens of the Oedipus
complex. His conflicted feelings towards his mother, Gertrude, and his uncle, Claudius, could be seen as
manifestations of unresolved Oedipal desires and anxieties. The play's imagery of decay and death can also be
linked to unconscious anxieties surrounding mortality and the loss of a father figure. This analysis helps
uncover deeper psychological motivations driving Hamlet's actions beyond the straightforward narrative of
revenge.

The Enduring Relevance of Psychoanalysis Criticism1.



Despite its limitations, psychoanalysis criticism remains relevant in the 21st century. It provides a valuable
framework for understanding the complexities of human behavior, the power of the unconscious, and the ways in
which these factors shape artistic expression and cultural phenomena. Its emphasis on the subjective experience
and the exploration of hidden meanings continues to enrich our understanding of art, literature, and the human
condition.

Book Outline: "Psychoanalysis and the Interpretation of Dreams"1.

Introduction: A brief history of psychoanalysis and its application to literary and cultural studies.
Chapter 1: Freud and the Foundations of Psychoanalytic Criticism: Exploring Freud's key concepts and their
relevance to literary analysis.
Chapter 2: Beyond Freud: Key Psychoanalytic Thinkers and Their Contributions: Examining the work of Lacan,
Jung, Klein, and others.
Chapter 3: Applying Psychoanalysis to Literature: Character Analysis, Symbolism, and Narrative Structure:
Detailed methods and practical examples.
Chapter 4: Psychoanalysis and Other Fields: Exploring applications in film, art history, and cultural studies.
Chapter 5: Case Studies: Detailed analysis of specific literary works and films through a psychoanalytic lens.
Chapter 6: Criticisms and Debates: Addressing the strengths and weaknesses of psychoanalysis criticism.
Conclusion: Summarizing the key takeaways and highlighting the enduring significance of psychoanalytic
criticism.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)1.

What is the difference between psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic criticism? Psychoanalysis is a1.
therapeutic approach focused on treating mental illness, while psychoanalytic criticism applies
psychoanalytic theories to interpret cultural artifacts.

Is psychoanalysis criticism objective? No, it is inherently subjective, influenced by the critic's theoretical1.
framework and personal biases.

Can any text be analyzed using psychoanalysis criticism? Yes, though some texts may lend themselves1.
more readily to this approach than others.

What are some common pitfalls of psychoanalytic criticism? Over-interpretation and imposing meanings1.
that are not supported by the text are potential pitfalls.

How does psychoanalysis criticism relate to other literary theories? It can be used in conjunction with1.
other approaches, enriching the analysis.



Is psychoanalysis criticism still relevant today? Yes, it provides a valuable lens for understanding1.
human behavior and cultural phenomena.

What are some examples of literary works often analyzed using psychoanalysis? Hamlet, Oedipus Rex,1.
and many works by modernist and postmodern authors are frequently analyzed.

What are the ethical considerations of applying psychoanalysis to literary works? Respecting the1.
author's intentions and avoiding imposing harmful interpretations are crucial.

Where can I find more information on psychoanalysis criticism? Numerous academic journals, books, and1.
online resources provide comprehensive information.

Related Articles:1.

Freud's Oedipus Complex and its Literary Manifestations: Explores Freud's seminal theory and its1.
application to literary characters.

Lacanian Psychoanalysis and the Construction of Identity in Literature: Examines Lacan's contribution2.
to psychoanalytic criticism and its impact on identity studies.

Jungian Archetypes and their Role in Myth and Literature: Focuses on Jung's concept of archetypes and3.
their significance in storytelling.

The Application of Object Relations Theory in Literary Criticism: Explores Melanie Klein’s contribution4.
to understanding character relationships.

Psychoanalytic Criticism and the Interpretation of Dreams in Literature: Analyzes the use of dreams as5.
symbolic expressions in literature.

Psychoanalysis and Film: Analyzing Cinematic Techniques and Character Psychology: Explores the6.
intersection of psychoanalysis and film studies.

Psychoanalysis in Art History: Uncovering Hidden Meanings in Visual Art: Examines the application of7.
psychoanalytic theory to interpret visual art.

Deconstruction and Psychoanalysis: A Comparative Approach to Literary Interpretation: Compares and8.
contrasts deconstructionist and psychoanalytic approaches.

The Strengths and Limitations of Psychoanalytic Criticism: A Critical Evaluation: Provides a balanced9.
perspective on the merits and drawbacks of this critical approach.



��psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalytic Literary Criticism Maud Ellmann, 2014-01-14 This
collection of essays provides students of literary critical theory with an introduction to Freudian
methods of interpretation, and shows how those methods have been transformed by recent
developments in French psychoanalysis, particularly by the influence of Jacques Lacan. It explains
how classical Freudian criticism tended to focus on the thematic content of the literary text, whereas
Lacanian criticism focuses on its linguistic structure, redirecting the reader to the words
themselves. Concepts and methods are defined by tracing the role played by the drama of Oedipus in
the development of psychoanalytic theory and criticism. The essays cover a wide generic scope and
are divided into three parts: drama, narrative and poetry. Each is accompanied by explanatory
headnotes giving clear definitions of complex terms.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalytic Criticism Elizabeth Wright, 2013-05-28 What is
psychoanalytic criticism and how can it be justified as a type of criticism in its own right? In this new
and thoroughly revised edition of her classic textbook, Elizabeth Wright provides a cogent answer to
this question and a wide-ranging introduction to psychoanalytic criticism from Freud to the present
day. Since each school of psychoanalysis has its own theory of the aesthetic process, the field is
complex. Adopting a critical perspective, Elizabeth Wright focuses on major figures and texts in
psychoanalysis and in literary and art criticism: classical psychoanalysis; Jungian analytic
psychology; objects-relations theory; French psychoanalysis; French anti-psychoanalysis; feminist
psychoanalytic criticism. Across these divisions certain problems recur, problems which conceal
themselves in a wide range of surprising places, from Shakespearean tragedy to performance
theatre from magic realism to detective fiction, from the German Lied to Wagner. These areas are
investigated with reference to rival psychoanalytic theories, while connections are traced between
the aesthetic process and the psychoanalytic approach. Already established as the leading
introduction to the field, this new edition of Psychoanalytic Criticism will be essential reading for
students of literature and literary theory, psychoanalysis, feminism and feminist theory, cultural
studies and the humanities generally.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalytic Criticism Elizabeth Wright, 2013-08-21 First
published in 2002. Modes and categories inherited from the past no longer seem to fit the reality
experienced by a new generation. ‘New Accents’ is intended as a positive response to the initiative
offered by such a situation. Each volume in the series will seek to encourage rather than resist the
process of change, to stretch rather than reinforce the boundaries that currently define literature
and its academic study. The purpose of this book is to give a critical overview of what has become a
very wide field: the relationship of psychoanalytic theory to the theories of literature and the arts,
and the way that developments in both domains have brought about changes in critical practice.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Critique of Psychoanalysis C. G. Jung, 2015-03-08 Until 1912 the
association of Jung and Freud was very close, and Jung was regarded as one of the leading
practitioners of psychoanalysis. Subsequently, however, Jung began to differ with Freud, and his
public criticism of psychoanalysis led to a formal rupture between them. The papers in this volume
contain the essentials of that criticism, especially The Theory of Psychoanalysis, a lecture series
given at Fordham University in 1912. Two later papers—Freud and Jung: Contrasts and the
introduction to a book by W. M. Kranefeldt—together form a basis for further study of Jung's
reassessment of psychoanalysis. Originally published in 1976. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  psychoanalysis criticism: The Foundations of Psychoanalysis Adolf Grunbaum, 1985-12-16
This study is a philosophical critique of the foundations of Sigmund Freud's psychoanalysis. As such,
it also takes cognizance of his claim that psychoanalysis has the credentials of a natural science. It
shows that the reasoning on which Freud rested the major hypotheses of his edifice was



fundamentally flawed, even if the probity of the clinical observations he adduced were not in
question. Moreover, far from deserving to be taken at face value, clinical data from the
psychoanalytic treatment setting are themselves epistemically quite suspect.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Introducing Psychoanalytic Theory Sander L. Gilman, 1982
  psychoanalysis criticism: The Unspoken Motive Morton Kaplan, Robert Kloss, 1973
Describes the habits and behavior of the master flyer noted for distance and speed.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Dreams and Drama Alan Roland, 2003 Explores the major inner
struggles involved in becoming an artist.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Why Psychoanalysis? Elisabeth Roudinesco, 2004-03-10 Why do
some people still choose psychoanalysis-Freud's so-called talking cure-when numerous medications
are available that treat the symptoms of psychic distress so much faster? Elisabeth Roudinesco
tackles this difficult question, exploring what she sees as a depressive society: an epidemic of
distress addressed only by an increasing reliance on prescription drugs. Far from contesting the
efficacy of new medications like Prozac, Zoloft, and Viagra in alleviating the symptoms of any
number of mental or nervous conditions, Roudinesco argues that the use of such drugs fails to solve
patients' real problems. In the man who takes Viagra without ever wondering why he is suffering
from impotence and the woman who is given antidepressants to deal with the loss of a loved one,
Roudinesco sees a society obsessed with efficiency and desperate for the quick fix. She argues that
the talking cure and pharmacology represent not just different approaches to psychiatry, but
different worldviews. The rush to treat symptoms is itself symptomatic of an antiseptic and
depressive culture in which thought is reduced to the firing of neurons and desire is just a chemical
secretion. In contrast, psychoanalysis testifies to human freedom and the power of language.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Beyond Psychoanalytic Literary Criticism Benjamin H. Ogden,
2018-04-17 Through a series of radical and innovative chapters, Beyond Psychoanalytic Literary
Criticism: Between Literature and Mind challenges the tradition of applied psychoanalysis that has
long dominated psychoanalytic literary criticism. Benjamin H. Ogden, a literary scholar, proposes
that a new form of analytic literary criticism take its place, one that begins from a place of respect
for the mystery of literature and the complexity of its inner workings. In this book, through readings
of authors such as J.M. Coetzee, Flannery O’Connor, and Vladimir Nabokov, the mysteries upon
which literary works rely for their enduring power are enumerated and studied. Such mysteries are
thereafter interwoven into a series of pioneering studies of how the conceptions of thinking,
dreaming, and losing become meaningful within the unique aesthetic conditions of individual novels
and poems. Each chapter is a provisional solution to the difficult bridging problems that arise when
literary figures work in the psychoanalytic space, and when psychoanalysts attempt to make use of
literature for analytic purposes. At every turn, Beyond Psychoanalytic Literary Criticism: Between
Literature and Mind acts as a living example of the territory it explores: the space between two
disciplines, wherein the writer brings into being a form of psychoanalytic literary criticism of his
own making. Forgoing traditional applied psychoanalysis and technical jargon, this highly
accessible, interdisciplinary work will appeal to psychoanalysts and psychoanalytic psychotherapists,
as well as literary critics and scholars.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalytic Criticism Sue Vice, 1995-12-11 This book is an
important analysis of the significant impact of psychoanalytic theory on literature in the
post-Freudian era.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Berlin Psychoanalytic Veronika Fuechtner, 2011-08-13 Each chapter
examines the correspondence of a particular psycho-analyst with a particular author.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalysis Janet Malcolm, 2011-06-08 From the author of In the
Freud Archives and The Journalist and the Murderer comes an intensive look at the practice of
psychoanalysis through interviews with “Aaron Green,” a Freudian analyst in New York City.
Malcolm is accessible and lucid in describing the history of psychoanalysis and its development in
the United States. It provides rare insight into the contradictory world of psychoanalytic training
and treatment and a foundation for our understanding of psychiatry and mental health. Janet



Malcom has managed somehow to peer into the reticent, reclusive world of psychoanalysis and to
report to us, with remarkable fidelity, what she has seen. When I began reading I thought
condescendingly, 'She will get the facts right, and everything else wrong.' She does get the facts
right, but far more pressive, she has been able to capture and convey the claustral atmosphere of
the profession. Her book is journalism become art. —Joseph Andelson, The New York Times Book
Review
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalytic Literary Criticism Maud Ellmann, 2014-01-14
This collection of essays provides students of literary critical theory with an introduction to Freudian
methods of interpretation, and shows how those methods have been transformed by recent
developments in French psychoanalysis, particularly by the influence of Jacques Lacan. It explains
how classical Freudian criticism tended to focus on the thematic content of the literary text, whereas
Lacanian criticism focuses on its linguistic structure, redirecting the reader to the words
themselves. Concepts and methods are defined by tracing the role played by the drama of Oedipus in
the development of psychoanalytic theory and criticism. The essays cover a wide generic scope and
are divided into three parts: drama, narrative and poetry. Each is accompanied by explanatory
headnotes giving clear definitions of complex terms.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Freudian Fadeout Arij Ouweneel, 2012-08-07 In Western culture,
the psychoanalysis that has guided popular psychology for almost a century is now on the retreat.
Better equipped with proven results, cognitive and evolutionary psychology has driven
psychoanalysis out of the spotlight. In cultural and film studies, however, the debate between
cognitive sciences and psychoanalysis remains contentious. This volume explores this state of things
by examining criticism of 18 films, juxtaposing them with cognitive-based films to reveal the flaws in
the psychoanalytical concepts. It pays particular attention to simulation theory, the concept that
narratives learned from films could work in human minds as simulations for solutions to particular
problems. By introducing the idea of narrative stimulation to film studies, this work argues for a
different method of film critique, encouraging further research into this nascent field.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Relational and Intersubjective Perspectives in Psychoanalysis Jon
Mills, 2005-05-20 This volume is the first concentrated effort to offer a philosophical critique of
relational and intersubjective perspectives in contemporary psychoanalytic thought. The
distinguished group of scholars and clinicians assembled here trace the theoretical underpinnings of
relational psychoanalysis, its divergence from traditional psychoanalytic paradigms, and the broader
implications for clinical reform and therapeutic practice.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Debating Relational Psychoanalysis Jon Mills, 2020-06-10 In
Debating Relational Psychoanalysis, Jon Mills provides an historical record of the debates that had
taken place for nearly two decades on his critique of the relational school, including responses from
his critics. Since he initiated his critique, relational psychoanalysis has become an international
phenomenon with proponents worldwide. This book hopes that further dialogue may not only lead to
conciliation, but more optimistically, that relational theory may be inspired to improve upon its
theoretical edifice, both conceptually and clinically, as well as develop technical parameters to
praxis that help guide and train new clinicians to sharpen their own theoretical orientation and
therapeutic efficacy. Because of the public exchanges in writing and at professional symposiums,
these debates have historical significance in the development of the psychoanalytic movement as a
whole simply due to their contentiousness and proclivity to question cherished assumptions, both old
and new. In presenting this collection of his work, and those responses of his critics, Mills argues
that psychoanalysis may only advance through critique and creative refinement, and this requires a
deconstructive praxis within the relational school itself. Debating Relational Psychoanalysis will be
of interest to psychoanalysts of all orientations, psychotherapists, mental health workers,
psychoanalytic historians, philosophical psychologists, and the broad disciplines of humanistic,
phenomenological, existential, and analytical psychology.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Final Analysis Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, 2013-02-13 He was the
rising star of psychoanalysis, an intimate associate of Anna Freud and Kurt Eissler, a member of the



Freudian inner circle with unrestricted access to the Freud Archives. And then Jeffrey Moussaieff
Masson threw it all away because he dared to break the psychoanalytic community's deepest taboo:
he told the truth in public. As he unmasks the pretensions and abuses of this elite profession,
Masson invites us to eavesdrop on the shockingly unorthodox analysis he was subjected to in the
course of his analytic training. But the more prestige Masson attained, the more he came to doubt
not only the integrity of his colleagues, but the validity of their method. In the end, he blew the
whistle-fully aware of the personal and professional consequences. With wit, wonder, and
unflinching candor, Masson brilliantly exposes the cult of psychoanalysis and recounts his own
self-propelled fall from grace. A sensation when it first appeared, Final Analysis is even more
provocative and engrossing today. Written with passion and humor, this is the book that revealed a
revered profession for what it was-and launched Masson on his true career.
  psychoanalysis criticism: An Evidence-Based Critique of Contemporary Psychoanalysis
Joel Paris, 2019-01-16 An Evidence-Based Critique of Contemporary Psychoanalysis assesses the
state of psychoanalysis in the 21st century. Joel Paris examines areas where analysis needs to
develop a stronger scientific and clinical base, and to integrate its ideas with modern clinical
psychology and psychiatry. While psychoanalysis has declined as an independent discipline, it
continues to play a major role in clinical thought. Paris explores the extent to which analysis has
gained support from recent empirical research. He argues that it could revive its influence by
establishing a stronger relationship to science, whilst looking at the state of current research. For
clinical applications, he suggests while convincing evidence is lacking to support long-term
treatment, brief psychoanalytic therapy, lasting for a few months, has been shown to be relatively
effective for common mental disorders. For theory, Paris reviews changes in the psychoanalytic
paradigm, most particularly the shift from a theory based largely on intrapsychic mechanisms to the
more interpersonal approach of attachment theory. He also reviews the interfaces between
psychoanalysis and other disciplines, ranging from neuropsychoanalysis to the incorporation of
analytic theory into post-modern models popular in the humanities. An Evidence-Based Critique of
Contemporary Psychoanalysis concludes by examining the legacy of psychoanalysis and making
recommendations for integration into broader psychological theory and psychotherapy. It will be of
great interest to psychoanalysts, psychoanalytic psychotherapists, and scholars and practitioners
across the mental health professions interested in the future and influence of the field.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Norman N. Holland Jeffrey Berman, 2021-03-11 Norman Holland
was unquestionably the leading 20th-century American psychoanalytic literary critic. Long known as
the Dean of American psychoanalytic literary critics, Holland produced an enormous body of
scholarship that appeals to both neophytes in the field and advanced researchers, many of whom
have been influenced by his writings. Holland was one of the first proponents of reader-response
criticism, the theorist of readers' identity themes, and the author of fifteen books that have become
classics in the field. Jeffrey Berman analyzes all of Holland's books, and many of his 250 scholarly
articles, highlighting continuities and discontinuities in the critic's thinking over time. A
controversial if not polarizing figure, Holland is discussed in relation to his closest colleagues,
including Murray Schwartz, Bernard Paris, and Leslie Fiedler, as well as his fiercest critics, among
them Frederick Crews, David Bleich, and Jonathan Culler, creating a dynamic and personal portrait.
Insofar as this text illuminates the evolving mind of a premier literary critic, it produces a parallel
profile of the American reader, the primary object of Holland's extensive work.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Psychoanalysis and Literary Theory Mathew R. Martin, 2022-08-30
Psychoanalysis and Literary Theory introduces the key concepts, figures and movements of both
psychoanalytic theory and the history of literary criticism and theory, engaging with Freud, Zizek,
Plato, posthumanism, and beyond. Divided into two parts - concepts and movements – the structure
of the book is clear and accessible. Each chapter builds upon the one before, allowing the reader to
progress from little or no background in psychoanalysis, philosophy, or literary theory to the ability
to engage actively with the relatively sophisticated ideas presented in later sections of the work.
Mathew R. Martin consistently directs attention to the task of interpreting texts by illustrating



abstract theoretical points with literary texts and at apposite moments provides brief readings of
selected texts. This book will be essential reading for academics and students of psychoanalytic
studies, literary criticism, and literary theory.
  psychoanalysis criticism: A Companion to Literary Theory David H. Richter, 2018-02-16
Introduces readers to the modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century A
Companion to Literary Theory is a collection of 36 original essays, all by noted scholars in their field,
designed to introduce the modes and ideas of contemporary literary and cultural theory. Arranged
by topic rather than chronology, in order to highlight the relationships between earlier and most
recent theoretical developments, the book groups its chapters into seven convenient sections: I.
Literary Form: Narrative and Poetry; II. The Task of Reading; III. Literary Locations and Cultural
Studies; IV. The Politics of Literature; V. Identities; VI. Bodies and Their Minds; and VII. Scientific
Inflections. Allotting proper space to all areas of theory most relevant today, this comprehensive
volume features three dozen masterfully written chapters covering such subjects as: Anglo-American
New Criticism; Chicago Formalism; Russian Formalism; Derrida and Deconstruction; Empathy/Affect
Studies; Foucault and Poststructuralism; Marx and Marxist Literary Theory; Postcolonial Studies;
Ethnic Studies; Gender Theory; Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism; Cognitive Literary Theory;
Evolutionary Literary Theory; Cybernetics and Posthumanism; and much more. Features 36 essays
by noted scholars in the field Fills a growing need for companion books that can guide readers
through the thicket of ideas, systems, and terminologies Presents important contemporary literary
theory while examining those of the past The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Literary Theory will be
welcomed by college and university students seeking an accessible and authoritative guide to the
complex and often intimidating modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Why Freud was Wrong Richard Webster, 2005 This is the first
complete and coherent account of Freud's life and work to be written from a consistently sceptical
point of view. Meticulously researched and powerfully argued, the book is a devastating portrait of
the interpreter of dreams.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Writings on Psychoanalysis Louis Althusser, 1996 This collection
of some of Louis Althusser's major essays on psychoanalytic thought documents his relationship with
Jacques Lacan and presents aspects of his personal and intellectual life
  psychoanalysis criticism: Critique on the Couch Amy Allen, 2020-12-01 Does critical theory
still need psychoanalysis? In Critique on the Couch, Amy Allen offers a cogent and convincing
defense of its ongoing relevance. Countering the overly rationalist and progressivist interpretations
of psychoanalysis put forward by contemporary critical theorists such as Jürgen Habermas and Axel
Honneth, Allen argues that the work of Melanie Klein offers an underutilized resource. She draws on
Freud, Klein, and Lacan to develop a more realistic strand of psychoanalytic thinking that centers on
notions of loss, negativity, ambivalence, and mourning. Far from leading to despair, such an
understanding of human subjectivity functions as a foundation of creativity, productive
self-transformation, and progressive social change. At a time when critical theorists are increasingly
returning to psychoanalytic thought to diagnose the dysfunctions of our politics, this book opens up
new ways of understanding the political implications of psychoanalysis while preserving the
progressive, emancipatory aims of critique.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Lacan, Discourse, and Social Change Mark Bracher, 1993 Convinced
that cultural criticism need not merely be an academic exercise but can help improve people's lives,
Mark Bracher proposes a method of cultural criticism which is based on the principles of
psychoanalytic treatment and which aims to alter subjectivity and behavior.In this forceful and
engagingly written book, Bracher first accounts for the failure of contemporary cultural criticism to
achieve significant social impact. He then offers a model of analysis that draws on Lacan's
theoretical insights into the structure of subjectivity and the psychological functions of discourse,
asserting that the use of this model can promote collective psychological change. While cultural
criticism has generally focused on texts, Bracher instead analyzes audiences' actual responses--to a
variety of discourses from high as well as popular culture: the political speeches of Ronald Reagan



and Jesse Jackson, anti-abortion propaganda, pornography, Keats's To Autumn, and Conrad's Heart
of Darkness. Through analyzing these responses, Bracher is able to uncover the unconscious
identifications and fantasies of the respondents--an intervention that, he argues, has the potential for
altering subjectivity. In his view, such a method of cultural criticism is both unusually powerful and
ethnically defensible, since instead of attacking or upholding a group's values, it reveals the
psychological conflicts manifest in responses to particular texts.Lacan, Discourse, and Social Change
will be essential reading for students as well as specialists in such fields as cultural criticism,
feminist theory, literary theory, psychoanalytic criticism, reader-response criticism, reader-response
criticism, and Lacanian theory.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Resistances of Psychoanalysis Jacques Derrida, 1998 In the three
essays that make up this stimulating and often startling book, Jacques Derrida argues against the
notion that the basic ideas of psychoanalysis have been thoroughly worked through, argued, and
assimilated. The continuing interest in psychoanalysis is here examined in the various resistances to
analysis—conceived not only as a phenomenon theorized at the heart of psychoanalysis, but as
psychoanalysis's resistance to itself, an insusceptibility to analysis that has to do with the structure
of analysis itself. Derrida not only shows how the interest of psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic
writing can be renewed today, but these essays afford him the opportunity to revisit and reassess a
subject he first confronted (in an essay on Freud) in 1966. They also serve to clarify Derrida's
thinking about the subjects of the essays—Freud, Lacan, and Foucault—a thinking that, especially
with regard to the last two, has been greatly distorted and misunderstood. The first essay, on Freud,
is a tour de force of close reading of Freud's texts as philosophical reflection. By means of the fine
distinctions Derrida makes in this analytical reading, particularly of The Interpretation of Dreams,
he opens up the realm of analysis into new and unpredictable forms—such as meeting with an
interdiction (when taking an analysis further is forbidden by a structural limit). Following the essay
that might be dubbed Derrida's return to Freud, the next is devoted to Lacan, the figure for whom
that phrase was something of a slogan. In this essay and the next, on Foucault, Derrida reencounters
two thinkers to whom he had earlier devoted important essays, which precipitated stormy
discussions and numerous divisions within the intellectual milieus influenced by their writings. In
this essay, which skillfully integrates the concept of resistance into larger questions, Derrida asks in
effect: What is the origin and nature of the text that constitutes Lacanian psychoanalysis,
considering its existence as an archive, as teachings, as seminars, transcripts, quotations, etc.?
Derrida's third essay may be called not simply a criticism but an appreciation of Foucault's work: an
appreciation not only in the psychological and rhetorical sense, but also in the sense that it elevates
Foucault's thought by giving back to it ranges and nuances lost through its reduction by his readers,
his own texts, and its formulaic packaging.
  psychoanalysis criticism: The Architecture of Psychoanalysis Jane Rendell, 2017-03-01 In this
thought-provoking book, Jane Rendell explores how architectural space registers in psychoanalysis.
She investigates both the inherently spatial vocabulary of psychoanalysis and ideas around the
physical 'setting' of the psychoanalytic encounter, with reference to Sigmund Freud, D.W. Winnicott
and Andre Green. Building on the innovative writing methods employed in Art and Architecture and
Site-Writing, she also addresses the concept of architecture as 'social condenser' a Russian
constructivist notion that connects material space and community relations. Tracing this idea's
progress from 1920s Moscow to 1950s Britain, Rendell shows how interior and exterior meet in both
psychoanalysis and architectural practice. Illuminating a novel field of interdisciplinary enquiry, this
book breathes fresh life into notions of social space.
  psychoanalysis criticism: From Classical to Contemporary Psychoanalysis Morris N. Eagle,
2011-03-01 The landscape of psychoanalysis has changed, at times dramatically, in the hundred or
so years since Freud first began to think and write about it. Freudian theory and concepts have
risen, fallen, evolved, mutated, and otherwise reworked themselves in the hands and minds of
analysts the world over, leaving us with a theoretically pluralistic (yet threateningly multifarious)
diffusion of psychoanalytic viewpoints. To help make sense of it all, Morris Eagle sets out to critically



reevaluate fundamental psychoanalytic concepts of theory and practice in a topical manner.
Beginning at the beginning, he reintroduces Freud's ideas in chapters on the mind, object relations,
psychopathology, and treatment; he then approaches the same topics in terms of more contemporary
psychoanalytic schools. In each chapter, however, there is an underlying emphasis on identification
and integration of converging themes, which is reemphasized in the final chapter. Relevant
empirical research findings are used throughout, thus basic concepts - such as repression - are
reexamined in the light of more contemporary developments.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Anti-Freud Thomas Szasz, 1990-02-01
  psychoanalysis criticism: Critical Theory Today Lois Tyson, 2012-09-10 Critical Theory
Today is the essential introduction to contemporary criticial theory. It provides clear, simple
explanations and concrete examples of complex concepts, making a wide variety of commonly used
critical theories accessible to novices without sacrificing any theoretical rigor or thoroughness. This
new edition provides in-depth coverage of the most common approaches to literary analysis today:
feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, reader-response theory, new criticism, structuralism and
semiotics, deconstruction, new historicism, cultural criticism, lesbian/gay/queer theory, African
American criticism, and postcolonial criticism. The chapters provide an extended explanation of each
theory, using examples from everyday life, popular culture, and literary texts; a list of specific
questions critics who use that theory ask about literary texts; an interpretation of F. Scott
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby through the lens of each theory; a list of questions for further practice
to guide readers in applying each theory to different literary works; and a bibliography of primary
and secondary works for further reading.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Desire of the Analysts Greg Forter, Paul Allen Miller, 2008-01-10
Explores psychoanalytic approaches to cultural studies.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Oscillations of Literary Theory A. C. Facundo, 2016-09-30
Oscillations of Literary Theory offers a new psychoanalytic approach to reading literature queerly,
one that implicates queer theory without depending on explicit representations of sex or queer
identities. By focusing on desire and identifications, A. C. Facundo argues that readers can enjoy the
text through a variety of rhythms between two (eroticized) positions: the paranoid imperative and
queer reparative. Facundo examines the metaphor of rupture as central to the logic of critique,
particularly the project to undo conventional formations of identity and power. To show how readers
can rebuild their relational worlds after the rupture, Facundo looks to the themes of the desire for
omniscience, the queer pleasure of the text, loss and letting go, and the vanishing points that
structure thinking. Analyses of Nabokov's Lolita, Danielewski's House of Leaves, Findley's The Wars,
and Ishiguro's Never Let Me Go are included, which model this new approach to reading.
  psychoanalysis criticism: The Memory Wars Frederick C. Crews, 1997 This volume contains
two essays by Frederick Crews attacking Freudian psychoanalysis and its aftermath in the so-called
recovered memory movement. The first essay reviews a growing body of evidence indicating that
Freud doctored his data and manipulated his colleagues in an effort to consolidate a cult-life
following that would neither defy nor upstage him. The second essay challenges the scientific and
therapeutic claims of the rapidly growing recovered-memory movement, maintaining that its social
effects have been devestating.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Evaluation at Work Bénédicte Vidaillet, Taylor & Francis Group,
2021-12 Developing a critical reflection from a psychoanalytic perspective, Evaluation at Work: A
Psychoanalytical Critique argues that workers are not mere victims of evaluation systems but are
complicit in them.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Thresholds and Pathways Between Jung and Lacan Ann
Casement, Phil Goss, Dany Nobus, 2020-10-12 This groundbreaking book was seeded by the
first-ever joint Jung–Lacan conference on the notion of the sublime held at Cambridge, England,
against the backdrop of the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the Great War. It provides a
fascinating range of in-depth psychological perspectives on aspects of creativity and destruction
inherent in the monstrous, awe-inspiring sublime. The chapters include some of the outcrop of



academic and clinical papers given at this conference, with the addition of new contributions that
explore similarities and differences between Jungian and Lacanian thinking on key topics such as
language and linguistics, literature, religion, self and subject, science, mathematics and philosophy.
The overall objective of this vitalizing volume is the development and dissemination of new ideas
that will be of interest to practising psychoanalysts, psychotherapists and academics in the field, as
well as to all those who are captivated by the still-revolutionary thinking of Jung and Lacan.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Critique of Psychoanalysis Carl Gustav Jung, 1975 Until 1912 the
association of Jung and Freud was very close, and Jung was regarded as one of the leading
practitioners of psychoanalysis. Subsequently, however, Jung began to differ with Freud, and his
public criticism of psychoanalysis led to a formal rupture between them. The papers in this volume
contain the essentials of that criticism, especially The Theory of Psychoanalysis, a lecture series
given at Fordham University in 1912. Two later papers—Freud and Jung: Contrasts and the
introduction to a book by W. M. Kranefeldt—together form a basis for further study of Jung's
reassessment of psychoanalysis. Originally published in 1976. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  psychoanalysis criticism: Literary Theory and Criticism Patricia Waugh, 2006 This volume
offers a comprehensive account of modern literary criticism, presenting the field as part of an
ongoing historical and intellectual tradition. Featuring thirty-nine specially commissioned chapters
from an international team of esteemed contributors, it fills a large gap in the market by combining
the accessibility of single-authored selections with a wide range of critical perspectives. The volume
is divided into four parts. Part One covers the key philosophical and aesthetic origins of literary
theory, while Part Two discusses the foundational movements and thinkers in the first half of the
twentieth century. Part Three offers introductory overviews of the most important movements and
thinkers in modern literary theory, and Part Four looks at emergent trends and future directions.
  psychoanalysis criticism: The Psychoanalytic Review , 1922
  psychoanalysis criticism: Against Freud Todd Dufresne, 2007 Against Freud is a highly
accessible, informative, and entertaining examination of Freud's controversial ideas and legacy by
the world's most knowledgeable critics of psychoanalysis.
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