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Introduction:

Embarking on the path to deacon ordination is a significant journey of faith and
commitment. This process involves rigorous preparation, spiritual discernment, and a
deep understanding of the role and responsibilities of a deacon within the church. Many
aspiring deacons find themselves grappling with numerous questions about the process,
the requirements, and what life as a deacon entails. This comprehensive guide aims to
address those questions, providing a clear and informative overview of the deacon
ordination process from application to ordination. We’'ll cover everything from the initial
application to the ongoing responsibilities of serving as a deacon, offering a resource that
will equip and support those considering this sacred calling.

Chapter 1: Understanding the Role of a Deacon

Before delving into the specifics of ordination, it's crucial to understand the essence of the
diaconate. What does it mean to be a deacon? The role varies slightly depending on the
denomination, but generally, deacons serve as ministers of service, actively participating
in the life of the church community through:

Ministry of the Word: Proclaiming the Gospel through preaching, teaching, and leading
Bible studies. This often involves preparation and delivery of sermons or leading small
group discussions.

Ministry of the Altar: Assisting the priest or pastor during liturgical services, preparing
the elements for communion, and assisting with other ceremonial aspects of worship.
Ministry of Charity: Serving the needs of the community, particularly the poor, vulnerable,
and marginalized. This can involve acts of service, advocacy, and providing practical
support.

Pastoral Care: Offering spiritual guidance, comfort, and support to individuals and families
within the congregation. This requires compassion, empathy, and active listening skills.

Chapter 2: The Ordination Process: A Step-by-Step Guide

The process of becoming a deacon varies depending on the specific denomination.
However, many share common elements:

Initial Inquiry and Discernment: This often involves discussions with a pastor, spiritual
director, or ordination committee to explore the calling and assess suitability. Honest self-
reflection and prayer are crucial during this stage.



Formal Application: A formal application is submitted, often requiring personal references,
biographical information, theological education, and evidence of active participation
within the church community.

Background Checks: Thorough background checks are usually conducted to ensure the
candidate's suitability for ministry.

Interviews and Assessments: The candidate undergoes a series of interviews with church
leaders, assessing theological understanding, spiritual maturity, and commitment to
service. This may involve written examinations or presentations.

Theological Education: Many denominations require completion of specific theological
courses or programs, providing foundational knowledge in biblical studies, theology, and
church history. The extent of education requirements varies.

Mentorship and Supervision: Candidates often undergo a period of mentorship and
supervision, working closely with experienced clergy or deacons to gain practical
experience and further develop their ministerial skills.

Ordination Service: The culmination of the process is the ordination service, a formal
ceremony where the candidate receives the laying on of hands and official recognition as a
deacon.

Chapter 3: Preparing for Deaconhood: Spiritual and Practical Considerations

Becoming a deacon requires significant preparation, both spiritually and practically. This
involves:

Deepening Spiritual Life: The journey to deaconhood is a time of spiritual growth and
deepening faith. This involves regular prayer, Bible study, and engagement in spiritual
disciplines.

Developing Ministerial Skills: Practical training in preaching, teaching, pastoral care, and
community outreach is crucial. Workshops, seminars, and mentoring relationships are
valuable tools.

Cultivating Relationships: Building strong relationships with fellow church members,
clergy, and mentors fosters a supportive community for growth and accountability.
Understanding Church Governance: Familiarity with the church's organizational structure,
policies, and procedures is essential for effective service.

Chapter 4: Life as a Deacon: Ongoing Responsibilities and Challenges

Once ordained, deacons continue to serve the church and community through ongoing
ministries. However, life as a deacon also presents its own unique challenges:

Balancing Ministry and Personal Life: Finding a healthy balance between serving the
church and maintaining personal well-being is vital. This involves setting boundaries,
practicing self-care, and seeking support from others.

Dealing with Difficult Situations: Deacons often encounter challenging situations,
requiring wisdom, compassion, and discernment in their responses.

Ongoing Learning and Growth: Continuous learning and professional development are
important for deacons to remain equipped for ministry.

Maintaining Accountability: Deacons are expected to maintain high ethical standards and
accountability to church leadership.
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Conclusion:

The path to deacon ordination is a journey of faith, service, and commitment. This guide
has aimed to provide a clear and informative overview of the process, equipping those
considering this calling with the knowledge and understanding they need. Remember,
prayerful discernment and a commitment to lifelong learning are vital throughout this
journey. May God bless you as you explore this sacred path.

FAQs:

1. How long does the deacon ordination process take? The timeframe varies widely
depending on the denomination and individual circumstances, ranging from several
months to several years.

1. What are the educational requirements for deacon ordination? Educational
requirements vary widely, ranging from completion of specific courses to advanced
theological degrees. Check with your specific denomination.

1. What kind of background checks are involved? Background checks typically include
criminal history checks and reference checks.



1. What if I'm not sure if I'm called to be a deacon? Prayer, reflection, and
conversations with spiritual mentors are crucial in discerning God's calling.

1. Can I be a deacon if I have a family? Yes, many deacons have families and balance
their ministry with family responsibilities.

1. What is the difference between a deacon and a priest/pastor? Deacons typically focus
on service and ministry to the community, while priests/pastors have broader
leadership and sacramental responsibilities.

1. Are there different types of deacons? Yes, some denominations have different types
of deacons, such as transitional deacons (those on their way to priesthood) and
permanent deacons.

1. How can I find a mentor or spiritual director? Speak to your pastor or church
leadership for guidance and recommendations.

1. What is the average age of a newly ordained deacon? There’s no fixed average age. It
depends on individual journeys and denominational practices.

Related Articles:
1. The Spiritual Disciplines for Aspiring Deacons: Explores practices that deepen
spiritual life in preparation for ordination.

2. Understanding the Liturgical Role of a Deacon: Focuses on the deacon’s
responsibilities within church services.

3. Deacon Ministry in the Modern Church: Discusses the evolving roles and
responsibilities of deacons today.

4. Balancing Ministry and Family Life as a Deacon: Offers practical advice on managing



the demands of both.

5. The Importance of Community in Deacon Formation: Highlights the support
networks crucial during the ordination process.

6. Resources for Continuing Education for Deacons: Lists valuable resources for
ongoing professional development.

7. Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in Deacon Ministry: Provides guidance on handling
challenging situations.

8. The History and Tradition of the Diaconate: Explores the historical development of
the role of deacon.

9. Testimonies from Ordained Deacons: Shares personal experiences and insights from
those serving as deacons.
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to the basics of Anglican identity and the ways of the Church of England.




questions and answers for deacon ordination: Every Man a Deacon Deacon Rex H Pilger Jr
Phd, 2014-03-27 With the restoration of the Permanent Diaconate of the Roman Rite of the Roman
Catholic Church in the 1970s, the ministry has grown in dioceses across the United States and
Canada. Nevertheless, many parishes, especially the small or rural, have yet to see a deacon
ministering within their territories. Does the ministry of deacon make him a mini-priest? Or is he a
lay minister of special distinction? Deacon Rex addresses these last two questions while building
understanding of the ministry of deacon in such a way that, with (1) the approval of his pastor and
(2), if married, his wife, each man can decide to make the first step, contacting the deacon formation
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questions and answers for deacon ordination: Clericalism George B. Wilson, 2017-06-15
Searching for answers in the midst of the sexual abuse crisis in the church, many blamed the clerical
culture. But what exactly is this clerical culture? We may know it when we see it, but how can we
‘whether clergy or laypeople 'go about dismantling it and putting in place a new, healthy culture?
George Wilson has spent decades working with organizations to help them discover, and often
recover, their foundational calling. He is also a Jesuit priest engaged in the lives of congregations. In
Clericalism: The Death of Priesthood he brings together both capacities and gives his sense of the
challenges facing the church. As members of the church, Wilson maintains, we are all responsible
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Edition Suzanne G. Farnham, Joseph P. Gill, R. Taylor McLean, Susan M. Ward, 2011-04-01 This
20th anniversary edition introduces the unique approach of Listening Hearts to the spiritual practice
of discernment for a new generation. Written to make the often elusive and usally clergy-centered
spiritual practice of discernment accessible to all people, Listening Hearts features simple
reflections and exercises drawn from scripture and from Quaker and Ignatian traditions. The
seminal work in the Listening Hearts Series, this book has been a beloved resource for tens of
thousands of individual reaeders, retreat participants, small groups and church leaders, listening for
and responding to God's call in their lives.

questions and answers for deacon ordination: Guide for Deacons Bob Puhala, Paul Turner,
2011

questions and answers for deacon ordination: Ordination Questions Howard L. Rice,
Calvin Chinn, 1984-01-01 The purpose of this booklet is to help newly elected elders and deacons of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) prepare for the offices and responsibilities to which they have been
elected. This study is divided into eight sessions, covering the ordination questions. Each session
includes a commentary on the question(s) and suggestions for reflection and action. Each participant
should have a copy of this book, theBook of Order, theBook of Confessions, and the Bible.

questions and answers for deacon ordination: Sojourners and Strangers Gregg R. Allison,
2012-11-30 What is a church? This can be a difficult question to answer and Christians have offered
a variety of perspectives. Gregg Allison thus explores and synthesizes all that Scripture affirms



about the new covenant people of God, capturing a full picture of the biblical church. He covers the
topics of the church's identity and characteristics; its growth through purity, unity, and discipline; its
offices and leadership structures; its ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper; and its
ministries. Here is a rich approach to ecclesiology consisting of sustained doctrinal reflection and
wise, practical application. Part of the Foundations of Evangelical Theology series.

questions and answers for deacon ordination: The Question and Answer Catholic
Catechism John Hardon, 2013-09-11 The question and answer format is the most popular way of
providing specific answers to specific quetions about Catholicism. Father John A. Hardon, using the
material from his best-selling Catholic Catechism, has put together a book of over 1,700 questions
and answers to provide the modern Catholic with easy access to the issues of the Catholic faith. The
Question and Answer Catholic Catechism is divided into three parts: 1. Christian Belief -- a study of
the articles of faith as presented in the Apostles' Creed 2. Living in the Christian Faith -- an
examination of the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes and the Commandments of the Church 3.
Sources of the Christian Life -- a consideration of grace, the Sacraments, prayer, the liturgy Keeping
in mind that a good catechism must speak to the hearts of the faithful and answer their questions in
clear, understandable language, The Question and Answer Catholic Catechism presents the modern
Catholic with the essentials of the Catholic faith in a manner that is easy to use and spiritually
sound.
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8]. Samuel GOBAT (Bishop of the United Church of England and Ireland in Jerusalem.), 1850
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Dodson, 2012-03-31 Reflecting on the practice of disciple making in young adult, college, graduate,
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discipleship is reduced to a form of religious performance before God. For others, it devolves into
spiritual license and a loose adherence to spiritual facts. Both approaches distort biblical
motivations for Christian obedience and are in need of reform. By explaining various motivations for
discipleship, Dodson charts a biblically faithful, grace-driven alternative. Additionally, he provides a
practical model for creating gospel-centered discipleship groups—small, reproducible, missional,
gender-specific groups of believers that fight for faith together. This book blends both theology and
practice to inspire and equip Christians to effectively fight sin, keep Jesus central, and make
gospel-centered discipleship a way of life. Both new and growing Christians will learn to trust the
gospel in community as they fight together for holiness as well as how to start gospel-centered
community groups in any local church.
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not just to read about Jesus, but to have a transformative encounter with him. This isn't a book of
theology, or an abstract story with little impact on your real life. It is the story that can and will
transform you if you're open to it. In these pages, you will discover who you truly are and what you
were created for. You will meet Jesus not simply as an historical figure, but as our living and present
Savior and friend--Back cover.

questions and answers for deacon ordination: Women Deacons? Essays with Answers
Phyllis Zagano, 2016-04-28 The question of restoring women to the ordained diaconate surfaced
during the Second Vatican Council and continued to resound in academic and pastoral circles well
after the diaconate was restored as a permanent order in the church in the West. This volume
contains twelve essays—five translated from Italian, three translated from French, and four in their
original English—that answer the questions about the history and possible future of women deacons.
Essays by: Yves Congar, OP Philippe Delhaye Peter Hiinermann Valerie A. Karras Corrado Marucci,
SJ Pietro Sorci, OFM Jennifer H. Stiefel Cipriano Vagaggini, OSB Cam Phyllis Zagano Ugo Zanetti,
OSB

questions and answers for deacon ordination: The Scripture Way of Salvation: a Sermon on
Ephesians Ii. 8 John Wesley, 1770

questions and answers for deacon ordination: 1-2 Thessalonians Matt Smethurst,




2017-08-15 The Knowing the Bible series is a resource designed to help Bible readers better
understand and apply God’s Word. These 12-week studies lead participants through books of the
Bible and are made up of four basic components: (1) reflection questions that help readers engage
the text at a deeper level; (2) “Gospel Glimpses” that highlight the gospel of grace throughout the
book; (3) “Whole-Bible Connections” that show how any given passage connects to the Bible’s
overarching story of redemption, culminating in Christ; and (4) “Theological Soundings” that identify
how historic orthodox doctrines are taught or reinforced throughout Scripture. With contributions
from an array of influential pastors and church leaders, these gospel-centered studies will help
Christians see and cherish the message of God’s grace on every page of the Bible. Over the course of
12 weeks, this study connects Paul's letters to the Thessalonians to the lives of Christians today.
These epistles encourage readers by reminding them of the salvation God will bring to all those
whom he has called—strengthening them to pursue lives of holiness and love as they anticipate
Jesus's return.
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questions and answers for deacon ordination: Official Journal , 1914

questions and answers for deacon ordination: The Cross in Our Context Douglas John Hall,
2003 In this small gem of theological reflection, North America's foremost theologian of the cross
offers a profound and compelling contemplation on the relevance of the church's most fundamental
confession. Hall ponders what confessing Jesus as crucified means in today's context, one that is
postmodern, pluralistic, multicultural, and in some respects post-Christian. A digest of his
monumental trilogy, this book lays out in brief compass the heart of Hall's theology of the cross,
contrasting it sharply with the theology of established Christianity, showing how it reframes
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essays collected in this book aim to give the reader an overview of the theological and pastoral
nature of the diaconate and thus to clarify the fundamental identity of the deacon, for those who are
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Introduction.
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discourse is advancing the same old misconceptions. In The Book on Leadership, best-selling author,




pastor, and teacher John MacArthur sets the record straight: Leadership does not come from a job
title. It isn't a matter of personality or charisma. And it isn't the same thing as iron-fisted authority.
True leadership?the kind that refuses to bend to a shifting, fickle world?comes from a much deeper
source. Based on the writings of one of the most effective spiritual leaders of all time?the apostle
Paul?MacArthur presents the 26 Characteristics of a True Leader. Whether you are a business
leader, civic leader, church leader, parent, teacher, or student, the life of Paul will empower you to
unleash your own capacity for leadership.
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2009-07-29 Eugene Peterson maintains that how we read the Bible is as important as that we read it.
The second volume of Peterson's momentous five-part work on spiritual theology, Eat This Book
challenges us to read the Scriptures on their own terms, as God's revelation, and to live them as we
read them. Countering the widespread practice of using the Bible for self-serving purposes, Peterson
here serves readers with a nourishing entrée into the formative, life-changing art of spiritual
reading. - from the back of the book.
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Joan S. Gray, Joyce C. Tucker, 1998-10-01 Now in a newly revised edition, this detailed,
comprehensive interpretation of the Book of Order is the most complete resource of its kind since
the church's reunion. It explains the system of Presbyterian government, from sessions to
presbyteries to synods to the General Assembly itself.
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