questions christians can t answer

Questions Christians Can't Answer: Exploring Faith's
Unknowns

Introduction:

Faith, for many Christians, is a journey of unwavering belief. Yet, even the most devout believer
encounters questions that challenge their understanding of God, the Bible, and the world around
them. This isn't necessarily a sign of weak faith, but a natural part of grappling with complex
theological issues. This post delves into some of the persistent questions that Christians struggle to
answer definitively, exploring the nuances and acknowledging the limitations of human
understanding when confronted with the mysteries of faith. We'll examine these questions with
respect, avoiding simplistic dismissals and instead encouraging a spirit of thoughtful inquiry. Our
goal isn't to shake faith, but to strengthen it through honest engagement with difficult topics.
Prepare to engage in a thoughtful exploration of faith's inherent paradoxes and enduring questions.

I. The Problem of Evil and Suffering:

This is perhaps the most enduring and challenging question for Christians. If God is all-powerful and
all-loving, why does evil exist? Why do innocent people suffer? The traditional theological responses
often invoke free will (humans choose evil), divine judgment (suffering as punishment), and the
mysterious nature of God's plan. However, these answers often leave many feeling unsatisfied. The
sheer scale of suffering in the world, from natural disasters to human cruelty, seems irreconcilable
with an all-powerful, benevolent God. The question remains: how can we reconcile the existence of
immense suffering with a belief in a loving and powerful God? This requires grappling with the
complexities of free will, the nature of divine justice, and the limitations of human understanding of
God’s plan. It’s a question that continues to inspire theological debate and personal reflection.

II. The Incompatibility of Science and Religion:

The apparent conflict between scientific findings and biblical accounts has been a source of tension
for centuries. The age of the Earth, the origins of life, and the interpretation of Genesis are just a
few examples of areas where science and religious belief seem to clash. While many Christians
successfully integrate science and faith, finding harmony between empirical evidence and
theological interpretations, others struggle to reconcile seemingly contradictory claims. The
challenge lies in navigating the different approaches to knowledge: science’s emphasis on empirical
observation and testability versus faith’s reliance on revelation and divine authority. Finding a
balanced perspective often involves a careful examination of both scientific evidence and theological
interpretations, acknowledging the limitations of each approach.

II1. The Nature of the Trinity:
The concept of the Trinity - God as one being existing in three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)

- is a central doctrine of Christianity but remains notoriously difficult to grasp. How can three
distinct persons be one God? The Trinity defies simple explanation and is often described as a



mystery of faith, beyond complete human comprehension. Attempts to explain it through analogies
often fall short, leaving believers to grapple with the paradox and accept it as an article of faith. The
mystery of the Trinity highlights the limitations of human language and understanding when trying
to comprehend the divine nature.

IV. The Exclusivity of Christianity:

The question of whether Christianity is the only path to salvation is a source of much debate. Some
Christians hold to a strict exclusivity, believing that only through belief in Jesus Christ can one
achieve salvation. Others adopt a more inclusive perspective, suggesting that God may work through
other religions and paths. The tension stems from a desire to both be faithful to the scriptures while
remaining open to the possibility of God's grace extending beyond the boundaries of one specific
religious tradition. This raises questions about God's justice, mercy, and the nature of salvation
itself. Finding a balanced perspective requires careful consideration of biblical texts and a
willingness to engage in respectful dialogue with individuals of different faiths.

V. The Problem of Unanswered Prayers:

Many Christians experience unanswered prayers, leading to questions about God's power, goodness,
and plan. Why doesn't God answer all prayers, even those offered with sincere faith and good
intentions? Theological responses often emphasize God's sovereignty, suggesting that God knows
what is best, even if it doesn't align with our desires. Other explanations point to the limitations of
human understanding, acknowledging that we may not always know what is truly best for us. This
issue forces a confrontation with the idea of a God who acts mysteriously and whose ways are
beyond our complete grasp. It requires a reevaluation of the meaning of prayer and a deeper
understanding of faith's reliance on trust, even in the face of apparent unanswered prayers.

VL. Dealing with Apostasy:

The reality of individuals leaving the Christian faith presents another significant challenge. Why do
people who once professed faith turn away? Is it a sign of weak faith, or are there other factors at
play? This question often prompts a self-examination of the church’s practices, teachings, and the
overall experience of faith. It highlights the importance of fostering environments of genuine
support, understanding, and a realistic approach to spiritual journeys.

Article Outline:

Title: Questions Christians Can't Answer: Exploring Faith's Unknowns

Introduction: Briefly introduces the topic and the article's purpose.

Chapter 1: The Problem of Evil and Suffering: Explores the classic theological problem and its
various interpretations.

Chapter 2: The Incompatibility of Science and Religion: Discusses the apparent conflict and potential
resolutions.



Chapter 3: The Nature of the Trinity: Explores the complexities and paradoxes of the Trinity
doctrine.

Chapter 4: The Exclusivity of Christianity: Examines different perspectives on salvation and religious
pluralism.

Chapter 5: The Problem of Unanswered Prayers: Addresses the issue of unanswered prayers and
their theological implications.

Chapter 6: Dealing with Apostasy: Discusses the reasons for people leaving the Christian faith.

Conclusion: Summarizes the key points and encourages further reflection.

(The body of this article above fulfills the outline.)

FAQs:

1. Are these questions meant to undermine faith? No, the goal is to encourage thoughtful

engagement with complex issues.

2. Do all Christians struggle with these questions? Many do, but the intensity and nature of these
struggles vary greatly.

3. Are there definitive answers to these questions? Not always; some remain mysteries of faith.

4. Why is it important to address these questions? Honest engagement strengthens faith and
fosters intellectual growth.

5. Can faith coexist with doubt? Yes, doubt can be a catalyst for deeper understanding.

6. What role does community play in addressing these questions? Sharing struggles and
perspectives within a supportive community is crucial.

7. How can I find resources to help me explore these questions? Books, theological studies, and
discussions with mentors can be helpful.

8. Is it okay to admit I don't have all the answers? Yes, humility is essential in navigating these
complex questions.

9. Does wrestling with these questions mean my faith is weak? Not necessarily; it can indicate a
deepening faith and a desire for a more nuanced understanding.

Related Articles:



1. The Problem of Evil: A Philosophical and Theological Exploration: A deep dive into the
philosophical and theological arguments surrounding the problem of evil.

2. Science and Religion: Finding Common Ground: Examines the relationship between science
and religion and offers potential pathways for reconciliation.

3. Understanding the Trinity: A Guide for Beginners: A simplified explanation of the Trinity
doctrine for those new to the concept.

4. Salvation: Exclusive or Inclusive? Exploring Different Perspectives: Explores various Christian
perspectives on the exclusivity of salvation.

5. The Power of Prayer: Understanding Answered and Unanswered Prayers: Explores the
complexities and nuances of prayer and divine response.

6. Leaving the Church: Why People Walk Away from Faith: Explores the reasons behind religious
disaffiliation.

7. Faith and Doubt: Navigating the Journey of Belief: Examines the role of doubt in the faith
journey.

8. Dealing with Spiritual Struggles: Finding Hope and Healing: Offers guidance and resources for
Christians facing spiritual challenges.

9. The Role of Community in Spiritual Growth: Emphasizes the importance of community in
supporting and strengthening faith.

questions christians can t answer: The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask Mark
Mittelberg, 2010-10-29 2011 Retailers Choice Award winner! “Why are Christians against same-sex
people getting married? . . . Why do you believe God exists at all? . . . Why would God allow evil and
suffering? . . . Why trust the Bible when it’s full of mistakes? . . . How could a loving God send people
to hell? . . . What makes you think Jesus was more than just a good teacher? . .. Why are Christians
so judgmental?” Some questions can stop a conversation. Today, more than ever, people are raising
difficult, penetrating questions about faith, God, and the Bible. Based on an exclusive new Barna
survey of 1,000 Christians, The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask presents compelling,
easy-to-grasp answers to ten of the most troubling questions facing Christians today. These include
everything from the existence of heaven to the issues of abortion and homosexuality, as well as the
question of whether evolution eliminates our need for a God.

questions christians can t answer: Give Me an Answer Cliffe Knechtle, 1986-03-31 Cliffe
Knechtle offers clear, reasoned and compassionate responses to the tough questions skeptics ask.

questions christians can t answer: Common Sense Atheism Barry Goldberg, 2017-09-29 For
some atheists, it's enough to simply not believe in God. Some people believe, but you don't. And
that's OK.Other atheists, however, find themselves constantly being asked to justify why they don't
believe in God, to explain how they can possibly have morals without believing in God, to respond to
various arguments that supposedly prove the existence of God, to acknowledge that America was
founded as a Christian nation, etc. And if you don't have a background in philosophy, formal logic,
comparative religions, ancient history, and various scientific fields, it can be a bit daunting to



attempt to respond to questions and assertions like these.Well, fear not! Common Sense Atheism is a
collection of original essays that address these issues and many others in clear and easy to
understand language, with just a dollop of humor to make it all go down smoothly. These essays will
help you understand and explain to others why a lack of belief in God really is the only rational
choice.After all, you shouldn't need a PhD to defend your lack of belief.

questions christians can t answer: Hard Questions, Real Answers William Lane Craig,
2003-10-17 Why doesn't God answer my prayers? If God is so powerful, why does evil exist? And if
He is so good, why do we suffer? Nonbelievers, and even Christians, are often troubled by questions
about suffering, doubt, failure, and unanswered prayer. Yet careful, compassionate answers are hard
to find, in part because evangelicals have not taken the life of the mind seriously enough. The
intellectual currents of our day are just too strong for simplistic responses. In Hard Questions, Real
Answers, William Lane Craig doesn't offer trite phrases or pat answers-he offers honest insights
gained from a life of study and ministry. Readers in the midst of doubt and confusion will find real
answers to these perplexing questions and learn to stand on the only sure foundation for hope-God
Himself. This expanded new edition includes chapters on abortion and homosexuality to help readers
know how to think about these volatile social issues.

questions christians can t answer: Confronting Christianity Rebecca McLaughlin, 2019-04-17
Although many people suggest that Christianity is declining, research indicates that it continues to
be the world's most popular worldview. But even so, the Christian faith includes many controversial
beliefs that non-Christians find hard to accept. This book explores 12 issues that might cause
someone to dismiss orthodox Christianity—issues such as the existence of suffering, the Bible's
teaching on gender and sexuality, the reality of heaven and hell, the authority of the Bible, and
more. Showing how the best research from sociology, science, and psychology doesn't disagree with
but actually aligns with claims found in the Bible, these chapters help skeptics understand why these
issues are signposts, rather than roadblocks, to faith in Christ.

questions christians can t answer: The Case for Christianity Answer Book Lee Strobel,
2014-08-12 Answers to the most-asked questions about Christian faith! The Case for Christianity
Answer Book is a great book for both newer and seasoned Christians alike. The Q&A format lends
itself to helping believers know how to effectively defend their faith. Perfect for those ready to
consider Jesus, longtime believers, someone seeking the truth, or even a skeptic. This book is great
for anyone looking for a handy reference. The Case for Christianity Answer Book provides succinct
answers to real questions about Christianity. Strobel, a former atheist, uses his investigative
journalism skills to dig deep into the Bible to provide compelling and concise answers about
Christianity. In this answer book, bestselling author Lee Strobel offers biblically based answers to
questions such as: Did God use evolution when He created the world? If God is loving, why is there
so much suffering? Do the resurrection accounts in the four Gospels contradict each other? Can you
have doubts and still be a Christian?

questions christians can t answer: A Manual for Creating Atheists Peter Boghossian,
2014-07-01 For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and talked
people into believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the faithful often view converting
others as an obligation of their faith—and are trained from an early age to spread their unique brand
of religion. The result is a world broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed
counter to this tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists offers
the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out of it. Peter Boghossian
draws on the tools he has developed and used for more than 20 years as a philosopher and educator
to teach how to engage the faithful in conversations that will help them value reason and rationality,
cast doubt on their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith, abandon superstition and irrationality, and
ultimately embrace reason.

questions christians can t answer: 10 Questions Every Christian Must Answer Alex
McFarland, Elmer L. Towns, 2011 Respected scholars provide thorough yet accessible answers to
the deep spiritual questions that most often challenge one's faith and the ability to share it with




others.

questions christians can t answer: 50 Simple Questions for Every Christian Guy P.
Harrison, 2013 A friendly and conversational inquiry from a skeptic about basic Christian belief.
Designed to promote constructive dialogue, Christians will find the book useful as a basis for
developing their apologetics, while skeptics will welcome Harrisons probing rational analysis of
religious claims.

questions christians can t answer: God's Problem Bart D. Ehrman, 2009-10-13 One Bible,
Many Answers In God's Problem, the New York Times bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus
challenges the contradictory biblical explanations for why an all-powerful God allows us to suffer.

questions christians can t answer: Reasonable Faith William Lane Craig, 2008 This updated
edition by one of the world's leading apologists presents a systematic, positive case for Christianity
that reflects the latest work in the contemporary hard sciences and humanities. Brilliant and
accessible.

questions christians can t answer: Questions Christians Aren't Supposed to Ask James V.
Brownson, 2021-06-18 Why should anyone believe in God in a world with so much pain? Why should
I become a Christian when I find the public agenda of many Christians so offensive? I have been hurt
by the church in the past. Why should I bother with it now? Most Christians have found themselves
in conversations with nonbelieving friends and family where these kinds of questions have come up.
In fact, most Christians have probably found themselves asking these questions too. But everyone
who has ever wondered about such complicated things knows that this is dangerous territory—after
all, what if there’s no easy answer? This book welcomes and encourages these questions that
Christians “aren’t supposed to ask.” In each chapter, James Brownson introduces a particular
question and then reframes it with a relevant passage from the Bible, bringing to bear his expertise
as a biblical scholar. Rather than providing dogmatic (and ultimately unsatisfying) “Sunday school
answers,” he explores the questions in provocative ways that often challenge the status quo of
American Christianity. Fittingly, each chapter closes with discussion questions and suggestions for
further reading, so that the conversations begun here can continue among the book’s readers in
fruitful ways.

questions christians can t answer: The God Questions, Exploring Life's Great Questions
About God Hal Seed, Dan Grider, 2007-10 How do I know that God is real? Is the Bible really the
Word of God, or is it just an ancient book? Why are Christians so exclusive? Is there really only one
way to heaven? All of these are tough questions, but in The God Questions, they are addressed head
on with hard-hitting facts that tell the truth. The God Questions gives brief, simple, and easy to
understand answers to the eight key questions everyone asks about Christianity. Divided in 40 short,
readable chapters, this book will help you understand God and the universe He created.'--Book cover

questions christians can t answer: Questioning the Bible Jonathan Morrow, 2014-07-15
The Bible is the most influential book in human history. But what are we supposed to do with it in
the 21st century? And even more importantly, can it still be trusted as the Word of God? Confusion
and doubt about the Bible are becoming as common inside the church as they are outside. Questions
come from all sides: Is the Bible anti-intellectual? Has the biblical text been corrupted over the
centuries? Who really chose the books of the Bible and why? Which interpretation of the Bible is
correct? Are the gospels full of contradictions? There are an unprecedented number of sophisticated
attacks on the origin, credibility, and reliability of the Bible today. Secularism has tried to undercut
even the possibility of spiritual or moral knowledge. Skepticism toward institutional religion is at an
all-time high. Yet, the Bible claims that truth is knowable and God is actively involved in our world.
What are we to do? Pray for wisdom. Think clearly. Pick up your Bible. Read through the 11 major
challenges presented in these pages. And be ready.

questions christians can t answer: Plugged In Dan Strange, 2019-05 Enjoy culture in a way
that feeds your faith and helps you share it with others

questions christians can t answer: Think Christianly Jonathan Morrow, 2011-11-01 Think
Christianly is about seizing the opportunities we have every day to speak the life Jesus offers into



our culture. Tragically, many such opportunities pass us by unclaimed—either because we don’t
notice them or we have not prepared ourselves to enter into them. And those around us seem to
grow increasingly unwilling to hear anything the church has to say. Jonathan Morrow helps church
leaders envision and implement ways for their congregations to “think Christianly” about
contemporary questions and to speak in informed, engaging ways. Morrow explores many of the
important issues that Christians often hear raised with regard to faith—questions about who Jesus
was, the good and bad of religion, pain and evil in the world, the reliability of the Bible, sexuality and
intimate relationships, and hope for change, among others. The life and faith issues that Think
Christianly addresses lead to cultural moments where Christianity and contemporary culture
intersect. This book will help churches take vital steps toward cultivating compassion and
competence in speaking faithfully to a questioning world.

questions christians can t answer: 10 Questions Every Teen Should Ask (and Answer) about
Christianity Rebecca McLaughlin, 2021-03-09 Written by Rebecca McLaughlin, Author of
Confronting Christianity In a world of increasing ideological diversity, kids are being challenged to
think through their own beliefs at an early age. Questions like How can you believe the Bible is
true?; Why can't we just agree that love is love?; and Isn't Christianity against diversity? can seem
like roadblocks for kids who are following Jesus, as well as for those who might otherwise consider
faith in Christ. In this helpful book—written both for Christian kids and for those who think Jesus is
just a fairy tale character—Rebecca McLaughlin invites readers ages 12-15 to dig deep into hard
questions for themselves and perhaps discover that the things that once looked like roadblocks to
faith might actually be signposts.

questions christians can t answer: The Unsaved Christian Dean Inserra, 2019-03-05 What to
do when they say they’re Christian but don’t know Jesus Whether it’s the Christmas and Easter
Christians or the faithful church attenders whose hearts are cold toward the Lord, we've all
encountered cultural Christians. They’d check the Christian box on a survey, they’re fine with
church, but the truth is, they're far from God. So how do we bring Jesus to this overlooked mission
field? The Unsaved Christian equips you to confront cultural Christianity with honesty, compassion,
and grace, whether you're doing it from the pulpit or the pews. This practical guide will: show you
how to recognize cultural Christianity teach you how to overcome the barriers that get in the way
give you easy-to-understand advice about VBS, holiday services, reaching “good people,” and more!
If you've ever felt stuck or unsure how to minister to someone who identifies as Christian but still
needs Jesus, this book is for you.

questions christians can t answer: Finding God in the Waves Mike McHargue, 2016
‘Science Mike' draws on his personal experience to tell the unlikely story of how science led him
back to faith. Among other revelations, we learn what brain scans reveal about what happens when
we pray, how fundamentalism affects the psyche, and how God is revealed not only in scripture, but
in the night sky, in subatomic particles, and in us--Dust jacket flap.

questions christians can t answer: Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians James
Emery White, 2019-11-05 I wish this book had been around when I was an atheist and started to
seek God. It's a no-nonsense, practical, and insightful guide that will help all those on a quest for
spiritual truth. If you're investigating whether there's any substance to the Christian faith, you must
read this important book.--Lee Strobel, former award-winning legal editor of the Chicago Tribune
and bestselling author of more than twenty books *** In our post-Christian age, the old answers for
skeptics are no longer cutting it. Why? Because they largely seek to answer the wrong questions.
Our world is changing, and while the gospel never changes, the way we talk about it and learn about
it must. Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians answers both classic and bleeding-edge
questions that skeptics have about the faith, such as - Is there a God? - Why do the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus matter? - Why is there so much suffering in the world? - Why do Christians
think there is only one way to know God? - How do I reconcile the Bible's picture of Christ's
followers with the actual Christians I know who have disappointed me? Covering such topics as
astrophysics, social justice, and acceptance of the LGBTQ community, this one-of-a-kind book is



perfect for those skeptical of Christianity and for those who love them and want to keep the line of
communication open.

questions christians can t answer: Why Do Christians Shoot Their Wounded? Dwight L.
Carlson, 2009-09-20 It's no sin to hurt. Thousands of Christians suffer real emotional pain--such as
depression, anxiety, obsessiveness. Many other Christians, including prominent leaders, believe
emotional problems are the result of sin or bad choices. These attitudes often only add to the
suffering of those who hurt. In this book Dwight Carlson marshals recent scientific evidence that
demonstrates many emotional problems are just as physical or biological as diabetes, cancer and
heart disease. While he never discounts personal responsibility, Carlson shows from both the Bible
and up-to-date medicine why it really is no sin to hurt. Understandably and compellingly, Why Do
Christians Shoot Their Wounded? brings profound help for those who hurt and those who counsel.
For those who suffer, here is a powerful liberation from guilt. For those who care for the suffering,
here is vivid proof that those in emotional pain deserve compassion, not condemnation.

questions christians can t answer: Talking with Your Kids about God Natasha Crain,
2017-10-17 Christian parenting is hard work--and it's getting harder. Parents have a deep desire to
pass on their faith, but fear that today's increasingly skeptical and hostile world will eventually lead
their kids to reject the truth of Christianity. That leaves many parents feeling
overwhelmed--uncertain of what they can do to help their children, given the difficulty and extent of
the faith challenges they will face. This practical and timely resource gives parents the confidence of
knowing what to discuss with their children and how to discuss it in order to facilitate impactful
conversations that will form the basis of a lifelong faith. In a friendly, parent-to-parent voice,
Natasha Crain identifies 30 specific conversations about God that parents must have with their
children, organizing them under the categories of - the existence of God - science and God - the
nature of God - believing in God - the difference God makes Chapters are sequenced in a
curriculum-oriented way to provide a cumulative learning experience, making this book a flexible
resource for use in multiple settings: homes, church classes, youth groups, small groups, private
Christian schools, and homeschools. Every chapter has a step-by-step conversation guide with
discussion questions and tips, and content is readily adaptable for use with kids of any age
(elementary through high school). Endorsements: My prayer is that God will use this book to both
motivate and equip you to help your kids develop convictions about their faith.--From the foreword
by Sean McDowell, PhD, Biola University professor, speaker, and author of more than eighteen
books, including A New Kind of Apologist I can't think of a more relevant or more needed book for
parents raising kids in today's culture. This book on apologetics will lead parents in critical
conversations that will help grow and guide kids to be lifelong followers of Christ.--Kristen Welch,
author of Raising Grateful Kids in an Entitled World Hey parents: Do you want to reduce the chances
that your child will follow the crowd to the point of rejecting Christ and the values and truths you
hold so dearly? Then you need to have the conversations that Natasha Crain so brilliantly describes
in this book. Prevent heartbreak later by reading and heeding this book now!--Frank Turek, PhD,
president of CrossExamined Ministries and author of I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist and
Stealing from God May this book lead to thousands more Moms and Dads engaging with their kids
through an intelligent faith. And may there be tens of thousands more kids who feel loved because
the adults in their lives take their questions seriously.--Jeff Myers, PhD, president, Summit Ministries

questions christians can t answer: When God Says "Wait" Elizabeth Laing Thompson,
2017-03-01 A job, a true love, a baby, a cure. . . We’'re all waiting for something from God. And the
place between His answers can feel like a wasteland where dreams—and faith—go to die. When
we’re waiting, we wonder, “Why?”, “Why me?”, and “How long?” But the truth? . . . When God says,
“Wait,” He doesn’t tell us for how long. When God says, “Wait,” we face one of life’s greatest tests.
When God says, “Wait,” we have decisions to make. When God says, “Wait,” we can control only two
things: how we wait, and who we become along the way. Author Elizabeth Laing Thompson invites
you to walk alongside people of the Bible who had to wait on God. . .imperfect heroes like David,
Miriam, Naomi, Sarah, Joseph, and others. Their stories will provide a roadmap for your own story,




helping you navigate the painful, lonely territory of waiting, coming out on the other side with your
faith, relationships, and sense of humor intact. They might even help you learn to enjoy the ride. This
book is about the journey of waiting, the space between answers, and the people we become while
we live there.

questions christians can t answer: The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask about
Christianity Alex McFarland, 2013-08-01 University apologist, director, and popular speaker Alex
McFarland has spent the last two decades answering questions about Christian worldview and the
Bible from children, teens, and parents. In The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will Ask about
Christianity, he summarizes questions today’s children and teens are asking about God, the Bible,
and the problem of evil. Alex’s experiences have taught him that how adults answer questions about
God is as important as, if not more important than, what kids ask. He provides parents with teaching
strategies that will help them reach their children intellectually and spiritually. Today’s kids and
teens are looking for authenticity, integrity, and straightforward truth. Alex comes alongside parents
and gives them tools to effectively answer not only their children’s toughest academic questions but
also the questions that plague their hearts.

questions christians can t answer: Letters from a Skeptic Dr. Gregory A. Boyd, Edward Boyd,
2010-01-01 Explore the profound dynamics between a Christian son and his skeptical father in this
powerful book, as it delves into the big questions of Christianity with a compelling blend of
intelligent answers and heartfelt faith. Greg Boyd and his father, Ed, were on opposite sides of a
great divide. Greg was a newfound Christian, while his father was a longtime agnostic. So Greg
offered his father an invitation: Ed could write with any questions on Christianity, and his son would
offer a response. Letters from a Skeptic contains this special correspondence. The letters tackle
some of today's toughest challenges facing Christianity, including: Do all non-Christians go to hell?
How can we believe a man rose from the dead? Why is the world so full of suffering? How do we
know the Bible was divinely inspired? Does God know the future? Each response offers insights into
these difficult questions, while delivering intelligent answers that connect with both the heart and
mind. Whether you're a skeptic, a believer, or just unsure, these letters can provide a practical,
common-sense guide to the Christian faith.

questions christians can t answer: All the Feels for Teens Elizabeth Laing Thompson,
2021-10-05 “Part workbook, part self-help guide, part Bible study, this handbook is geared toward
those who experience big feelings and could use some support navigating the challenges that come
with this territory. . . . Overwhelmed teens can find validation in this faith-based guide.” —Kirkus
Reviews No one knows about having all the feels quite like teenage girls—but few girls know what to
do with all those feelings. They can flit from giddy to anxious to insecure to in love—oops, wait, just
kidding, out of love—to chill to stressed to ecstatic to despairing to rebellious to penitent to cynical
to naive to independent to clingy to selfish to selfless, all with a heaping side order of angst and
adorkability, all in a span of hours . . . sometimes minutes. In other words: all the feels all the time.
Christian teens need Bible-based help to show them that it’s okay to feel deeply (after all, God
himself is the Author of all feelings), but each of us must learn to train our emotions in the ways of
Christ. As they learn how to deal with all the feels, girls need scriptural foundations, practical
strategies, and the assurance that they are not weird—and never alone. Includes: Quizzes and
interactive charts Journal questions Prayer prompts Scripture lists for different needs Discussion
starters for mothers and daughters or mentors and mentees looking to learn together All the Feels
for Teens pairs great with All the Feels, a book designed for adult women.

questions christians can t answer: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible,
Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be
destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.

questions christians can t answer: The Christian and Government John MacArthur, 1986

questions christians can t answer: What Did Jesus Look Like? Joan E. Taylor, 2018-02-08
Jesus Christ is arguably the most famous man who ever lived. His image adorns countless churches,




icons, and paintings. He is the subject of millions of statues, sculptures, devotional objects and
works of art. Everyone can conjure an image of Jesus: usually as a handsome, white man with
flowing locks and pristine linen robes. But what did Jesus really look like? Is our popular image of
Jesus overly westernized and untrue to historical reality? This question continues to fascinate.
Leading Christian Origins scholar Joan E. Taylor surveys the historical evidence, and the prevalent
image of Jesus in art and culture, to suggest an entirely different vision of this most famous of men.
He may even have had short hair.

questions christians can t answer: Introduction to World Christian History Derek Cooper,
2016-06-03 In this brief history of the church from a global perspective, Derek Cooper explores the
development of Christianity across time and the continents. Guiding readers to places like Iraq,
Ethiopia and India, Scandanavia, Brazil and Oceania, he reveals the fascinating—and often
surprising—history of the church.

questions christians can t answer: The Case Against Miracles John W. Loftus, 2019-11-22
For as long as the idea of miracles has been in the public sphere, the conversation about them has
been shaped exclusively by religious apologists and Christian leaders. The definitions for what a
miracles are have been forged by the same men who fought hard to promote their own beliefs as
fitting under that umbrella. It's time for a change. Enter John W. Loftus, an atheist author who has
earned three master's degrees from Lincoln Christian Seminary and Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School. Loftus, a former student of noted Christian apologist William Lane Craig, got some of the
biggest names in the field to contribute to this book, which represents a critical analysis of the very
idea of miracles. Incorporating his own thoughts along with those of noted academics, philosophers,
and theologians, Loftus is able to properly define miracle and then show why there's no reason to
believe such a thing even exists. Addressing every single issue that touches on miracles in a
thorough and academic manner, this compilation represents the most extensive look at the
phenomenon ever displayed through the lens of an ardent nonbeliever. If you've ever wondered
exactly what a miracle is, or doubted whether they exist, then this book is for you.

questions christians can t answer: Grill a Christian Roger Carswell, 2011-01-01

questions christians can t answer: Already Compromised Ken Ham, Greg Hall, Britt Beemer,
2011 arents and students sacrifice large sums of money for a Christian college education. Why? They
are purchasing a guarantee their child's faith in God and the Bible will be guarded and developed.
But is the Bible being taught? Will they graduate believing in the inerrancy of Scripture, the Flood of
Noah's Day, and a literal six day creation?Apologetics powerhouse Ken Ham and Dr. Greg Hall
reveal an eye opening assessment of 200 Christian colleges and universities. In an unprecedented
2010 study by America Research Group, college presidents, religion and science department heads
were polled on critical areas of Scripture and core faith questions.

questions christians can t answer: The Christian Atheist Craig Groeschel, 2010-04-06 Are
you putting your whole faith in God but still living as if everything is up to you? You may believe in
God, attend church, and generally treat people with kindness...but are you living as if God doesn't
exist? Have you surrendered to God completely, living every day depending upon the Holy Spirit?
Pastor and bestselling author Craig Groeschel will lead you on a personal journey toward an
authentic, God-honoring life. This honest, hard-hitting, and eye-opening look into the ways people
believe in God but live as if he doesn't exist is a classic of discipleship training. Groeschel's personal
journey will help you break down your own barriers between simple belief and a more intentional
faith. This book will help you: Let go of the shame of your past and know that you're forgiven.
Embrace Christ’s profound love for you. Believe in the power of prayer. Give up control when life
doesn't seem fair. Trust God with all your anxious thoughts, heartache, struggles, and pain. From
the author of Winning the War in Your Mind, The Christian Atheist is a rallying cry to get honest
with God, shed the self-sufficiency and the hypocrisy, and live a life that truly brings glory to Christ.

questions christians can t answer: Tough Topics Sam Storms, 2013-04-30 Will there be sex
in heaven? Are miraculous gifts for today? Does God ever change His mind? Such difficult questions
often intrigue us, readily confuse us, and sometimes disturb us. Drawing on nearly 40 years of




teaching and ministry experience, pastor-scholar Sam Storms answers 25 challenging questions
Christians are often too afraid to ask, addressing thorny issues ranging from the eternal destiny of
infants to the roles of demons and angels. The robust, thoughtful answers provided in this book offer
a helpful alternative to relying on simplistic explanations, and will encourage you in the search for
truth and clarity on such tough topics.

questions christians can t answer: God Can't Thomas Jay Oord, 2019-01-05 Hurting people
ask heart-felt questions about God and suffering. Some answers they receive appeal to mystery:
“God’s ways are not our ways”. Some answers say God allows evil for a greater purpose. Some say
evil is God's punishment. The usual answers fail. They don't support the truth that God loves
everyone all the time. God Can't gives a believable answer to why a good and powerful God doesn't
prevent evil. Author Thomas Jay Oord says God’s love is inherently uncontrolling. God loves
everyone and everything, so God can't control anyone or anything. This means God cannot prevent
evil singlehandedly. God can’t stop evildoers, whether human, animal, organism, or inanimate
objects and forces. In God Can't, Oord gives a plausible reason why some are healed, but many
others are not. God always works to heal everyone, but sometimes our bodies, organisms, or other
creatures do not cooperate with God's healing work. Or the conditions of creation are not right for
the healing God wants to do. Some people think God causes or allows suffering to teach us lessons
or build our character. God Can't disagrees. Oord says God squeezes good from the evil God didn’t
want in the first place. God uses pain and suffering without willing or even allowing it. Most people
think God can overcome evil singlehandedly. In God Can't, Oord says God needs cooperation for love
to reign now and later. This leads to a better view of the afterlife called “relentless love.” It rejects
traditional ideas of heaven, hell, and annihilation. Relentless love holds to the possibility all
creatures and all creation will respond to God’s love. God Can't is written in understandable
language. As a world-renown theologian, Thomas Jay Oord brings credibility to the book’s radical
ideas. He explains these ideas through true stories, illustrations, and scripture. God Can't is for
those who want answers to tragedy, abuse, and other evils that make sense! What They're Saying...
“If conventional notions of God make less and less sense to you, you'll find Thomas Jay Oord’s new
book a breath of fresh air. Simply put, “God Can’t” presents an understanding of God that
thoughtful, ethical people can believe in.” -- Brian D. McLaren, author of The Great Spiritual
Migration I did not want this book to end. I wish Dr. Oord had written it 100 years ago, or 1000
years ago... To find your understanding of life and your love for God renewed, read this book. -- Dr.
Karen Strand Winslow, Ph.D., Biblical and Jewish Studies Professor of Bible, Azusa Pacific University
As a clinical psychologist working with people in trauma, I owe Thomas Jay Oord an enormous debt
of gratitude for recasting the so-called problem of evil in terms that are conceptually satisfying,
theologically consistent, and pastorally liberating.” -- Dr Roger Bretherton- Principal Lecturer at the
University of Lincoln (UK), Chair of the British Association of Christians in Psychology “Victims of
trauma sometimes hear theological responses that imply their suffering is somehow “God’s will. A
more careful theological reflection on the nature of the power of a God who is love can help. Oord
gives us a clear and compelling alternative in this profoundly insightful and admirably concrete and
accessible book.” -- Dr. Anna Case-Winters, Professor of Theology at McCormick Theological
Seminary “I know of no book that speaks to suffering with the depth of theological sophistication
and psychological sensitivity as God Can'’t. This book is a rare combination of depth and
accessibility, truly written for the wounded. I recommend it to my students, parishioners, and
therapy clients.” -- Dr. Brad D. Strawn, Professor of the Integration of Psychology and Theology,
Fuller Theological Seminary

questions christians can t answer: Truth for Life Alistair Begg, 2021-11-01 A year of
gospel-saturated daily devotions from renowned Bible teacher Alistair Begg. Start with the gospel
each and every day with this one-year devotional by renowned Bible teacher Alistair Begg. We all
need to be reminded of the truth that anchors our life and excites and equips us to live for Christ.
Reflecting on a short passage each day, Alistair spans the Scriptures to show us the greatness and
grace of God, and to thrill our hearts to live as His children. His clear, faithful exposition and



thoughtful application mean that this resource will both engage your mind and stir your heart. Each
day includes prompts to apply what you've read, a related Bible text to enjoy, and a plan for reading
through the whole of the Scriptures in a year. The hardback cover and ribbon marker make this a
wonderful gift.

questions christians can t answer: Why Evolution is True Jerry A. Coyne, 2010-01-14 For
all the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design', virtually nothing has been
said about the evidence in question - the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this
succinct and important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn from
many disparate fields of science. The very latest research is uncovering a stream of evidence
revealing evolution in action - from the actual observation of a species splitting into two, to new
fossil discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in our genome. Why Evolution is True
weaves together the many threads of modern work in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular
biology, anatomy, and development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first
proposed by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that will leave no one with an open
mind in any doubt about the truth of evolution.

questions christians can t answer: Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin Luther King,
2025-01-14 A beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's essay Letter from
Birmingham Jail, part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. With an
afterword by Reginald Dwayne Betts On April 16, 1923, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., responded to an
open letter written and published by eight white clergyman admonishing the civil rights
demonstrations happening in Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. King drafted his seminal response on
scraps of paper smuggled into jail. King criticizes his detractors for caring more about order than
justice, defends nonviolent protests, and argues for the moral responsibility to obey just laws while
disobeying unjust ones. Letter from Birmingham Jail proclaims a message - confronting any injustice
is an acceptable and righteous reason for civil disobedience. This beautifully designed edition
presents Dr. King's speech in its entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader and his
immeasurable contribution, and inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying on the
fight for justice and equality.

questions christians can t answer: Questioning Christianity Dan Paterson, Rian Roux,
2021-06-02 Have you ever seriously questioned Christianity? If so, you're not alone. A lot of people
have wondered if this faith is outdated . . . irrelevant . . . maybe even harmful. But what if everything
is not as it seems? What if there’s more to the story? Questioning Christianity explores the nature
and relevance of the Christian story in an accessible and compelling way. No slogans. No politics. No
simple solutions to complex problems. After many years of exploring issues of faith with skeptics,
seekers, and new believers, Dan Paterson and Rian Roux serve as guides to help you navigate what
can be a disorienting and confusing journey. Perhaps you're feeling lost, unable to find your
bearings, and you need some help to map out the terrain around you. Or maybe you've encountered
obstacles and have hard questions that need to be addressed before you can move ahead. Whatever
it is that has made you curious about this faith, there are good answers waiting to be discovered. So
go ahead. Question Christianity. Just give Christianity the chance to answer back.
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