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Pick Analysis

Introduction:

Have you ever felt the pull of a story that transcends the ordinary, a
narrative that explores themes of grief, resilience, and unexpected
connection? "Remarkably Bright Creatures," by Shelby Van Pelt, is just such a
book. This insightful post delves deep into a "Read with Jenna" pick
analysis, exploring the novel's captivating characters, its poignant
exploration of loss and healing, and its ultimately uplifting message. We'll
dissect the key themes, examine the narrative structure, and consider what
makes this book so resonant with readers. Prepare to be immersed in a world
of vibrant characters and unexpected emotional journeys.

I. The Enthralling World of Topaz and the Seattle Aquarium:

Shelby Van Pelt masterfully crafts a world centered around the Seattle
Aquarium. The aquarium itself acts as more than just a setting; it becomes a
character, a refuge, and a microcosm of life’s complexities. Topaz, the giant
Pacific octopus, is the undeniable star. Van Pelt humanizes Topaz, giving her
a remarkable intelligence, emotional depth, and an uncanny ability to observe
and understand the human condition. This anthropomorphism, while potentially
risky, works brilliantly, drawing the reader into Topaz'’s perspective and
creating a unique narrative voice. We see the world through her eight
discerning eyes, experiencing the aquarium’s daily routines and the subtle
nuances of human interaction. This unique perspective adds layers of depth to
the story, enriching its themes and fostering a surprising connection between
reader and cephalopod.

IT1. Exploring Themes of Grief and Healing:

"Remarkably Bright Creatures" is deeply rooted in the exploration of grief
and the challenging, yet ultimately rewarding, process of healing. The
central characters, particularly Topaz and Marcellus, are grappling with
significant loss and the lingering effects of trauma. Marcellus, a grieving
widower working at the aquarium, finds solace in the unexpected companionship
of Topaz. Their bond isn’t based on typical human interaction; it’s a
connection built on mutual understanding, shared experience, and a silent
acknowledgment of pain. The novel subtly yet powerfully portrays the
multifaceted nature of grief, showcasing how it manifests differently in
individuals and how healing can come from the most unexpected sources. The
aquarium, with its diverse inhabitants and ever-changing rhythms, provides a
metaphorical backdrop for this journey of emotional recovery.

III. The Power of Unexpected Connections and Unlikely Friendships:

One of the novel's most captivating aspects is the development of deeply



moving friendships. The bond between Marcellus and Topaz is at the core of
the story, but other relationships also contribute significantly to the
overall narrative. The interactions between Marcellus and his daughter, along
with the connections formed within the aquarium staff, highlight the
importance of human connection and support in navigating the complexities of
life. These relationships aren't always easy or straightforward; they involve
conflict, misunderstandings, and moments of vulnerability. However, the novel
beautifully showcases how even the most fragile connections can offer
strength, hope, and a sense of belonging.

IV. Narrative Structure and Point of View:

Van Pelt utilizes a unique narrative structure, cleverly shifting
perspectives between Marcellus and Topaz. This interweaving of viewpoints
enriches the narrative, providing a comprehensive understanding of the
characters' internal worlds and their evolving relationship. By giving Topaz
a voice, Van Pelt challenges the traditional narrative conventions, allowing
for a fresh and engaging reading experience. The shifts in perspective are
seamless, creating a compelling narrative flow that keeps the reader invested
in both characters' journeys. The narrative subtly reveals information,
creating suspense and building anticipation for the emotional climax of the
story.

V. Symbolism and Metaphorical Depth:

The novel is rich with symbolism and metaphorical depth. The aquarium itself
acts as a microcosm of life, with its diverse inhabitants representing the
range of human experiences. Topaz, with her intelligence and ability to
observe, serves as a symbol of wisdom and understanding. The ocean, vast and
unpredictable, represents the complexities of life and the uncertainties of
the future. The careful use of symbolism adds layers of meaning to the
narrative, enhancing its emotional impact and inviting deeper reflection on
the themes explored.

VI. The Overall Message of Hope and Resilience:

Despite the challenges and heartache experienced by the characters,
"Remarkably Bright Creatures" ultimately conveys a message of hope and
resilience. The novel shows that healing is possible, even in the face of
profound loss. It celebrates the power of human connection and the unexpected
joys that can be found in the most unlikely of places. The ending is both
poignant and uplifting, leaving the reader with a lingering sense of optimism
and a renewed appreciation for the beauty of life.

VII. Why "Remarkably Bright Creatures" Resonates with Readers:

The novel's success lies in its ability to connect with readers on an
emotional level. It addresses universal themes of grief, healing, and the
search for meaning in life. The unique narrative perspective, compelling
characters, and heartwarming storyline create a truly unforgettable reading
experience. The book has garnered widespread praise for its sensitivity, its
insightful portrayal of human emotions, and its ability to leave a lasting
impact long after the final page is turned.



Book Outline:
Title: Remarkably Bright Creatures: A Read with Jenna Pick Analysis

Introduction: Hooks the reader and provides an overview of the analysis.
Chapter 1: The Enthralling World of Topaz and the Seattle Aquarium: Explores
the setting and Topaz's character.

Chapter 2: Exploring Themes of Grief and Healing: Analyzes the novel's
exploration of loss and recovery.

Chapter 3: The Power of Unexpected Connections and Unlikely Friendships:
Examines the importance of relationships in the story.

Chapter 4: Narrative Structure and Point of View: Discusses the narrative
techniques used by the author.

Chapter 5: Symbolism and Metaphorical Depth: Interprets the symbolic meaning
within the novel.

Chapter 6: The Overall Message of Hope and Resilience: Summarizes the book's
central message.

Chapter 7: Why "Remarkably Bright Creatures" Resonates with Readers:
Discusses the book's appeal to a wide audience.

Conclusion: Summarizes the key points and offers final thoughts.

(Detailed explanation of each chapter point is provided above in the main
body of the article.)

FAQs:

1. Is "Remarkably Bright Creatures" a suitable book for all ages? While
generally suitable for adult readers, younger teens might enjoy it with
parental guidance due to themes of grief and loss.

1. What makes Topaz's character so unique? Topaz’s unique perspective,
intelligence, and emotional depth humanizes her, creating an
unforgettable character.

1. How does the setting of the Seattle Aquarium contribute to the story?
The aquarium is more than a location; it's a character providing a
refuge and a microcosm of life's complexities.

1. What is the central theme of the novel? Grief, healing, and the power of
unexpected connections are central themes.

1. What kind of narrative style does the author employ? The author uses a
unique narrative structure, shifting perspectives between Marcellus and
Topaz.



1. Are there any symbolic elements in the book? Yes, the aquarium, the
ocean, and Topaz herself hold significant symbolic meaning.

1. Is the ending of the book happy? The ending is both poignant and
uplifting, offering a sense of hope and resilience.

1. Why has "Remarkably Bright Creatures" become so popular? The book
resonates with readers due to its relatable themes, captivating
characters, and emotionally impactful story.

1. Where can I buy "Remarkably Bright Creatures"? The book is available at
most major bookstores online and in physical locations.

Related Articles:

1. Shelby Van Pelt's Writing Style: An In-Depth Look: Analyzes the author's
distinct writing techniques and narrative choices.

2. The Power of Animal Companionship in Literature: Explores the role of
animals in providing comfort and emotional support to human characters.

3. Exploring Grief and Healing in Contemporary Fiction: Examines how
various contemporary novels address the complex process of grief and
recovery.

4. The Best "Read with Jenna" Picks of 2023: Reviews and analyses of other
books selected for the Read with Jenna book club.

5. Literary Analysis of Anthropomorphism in Fiction: Explores the use of
giving human qualities to animals in literature and its effects on
storytelling.

6. The Importance of Setting in Narrative Fiction: Discusses how settings
shape characters and plots in novels.

7. Ocean-Themed Novels: A Comprehensive Guide: Lists and reviews various
novels with ocean settings and marine life themes.

8. The Role of Unexpected Friendship in Character Development: Examines the
significance of unlikely friendships in fostering growth and change in
characters.

9. Top 10 Books about Grief and Loss: A curated list of recommended books
exploring themes of bereavement and healing.



remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Summary of Remarkably

Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt:A Read with Jenna Pick GP SUMMARY, 2023-04-24
DISCLAIMER This book does not in any capacity mean to replace the original book but to serve as a
vast summary of the original book. Summary of Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt:A
Read with Jenna Pick IN THIS SUMMARIZED BOOK, YOU WILL GET: Chapter astute outline of the
main contents. Fast & simple understanding of the content analysis. Exceptionally summarized
content that you may skip in the original book Remarkably Bright Creatures is a charming, witty and
compulsively readable exploration of friendship, reckoning, and hope that traces a widow's unlikely
connection with a giant Pacific octopus. Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium,
deduces what happened the night Tova's son disappeared. Shelby Van Pelt's debut novel is a gentle
reminder that taking a hard look at the past can help uncover a future.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Summary of Someone
Else's Shoes by Jojo Moyes GP SUMMARY, 2023-04-25 DISCLAIMER This book does not in any
capacity mean to replace the original book but to serve as a vast summary of the original book.
Summary of The Best Minds by Jonathan Rosen: A Story of Friendship, Madness, and the Tragedy of
Good IN THIS SUMMARIZED BOOK, YOU WILL GET: Chapter astute outline of the main contents.
Fast & simple understanding of the content analysis. Exceptionally summarized content that you
may skip in the original book Jojo Moyes' novel Someone Else's Shoes is a story of mix-ups, mess-ups
and making the most of second chances. Nisha Cantor is forced to walk in someone else's shoes after
her husband announces a divorce, and Sam Kemp accidentally takes her gym bag. When she tries on
Nisha's six-inch high Christian Louboutin red crocodile shoes, she realizes something must change,
and that is herself. The story is full of Jojo Moyes' humor, storytelling, and warmth.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Dearly Beloved Cara
Wall, 2019-08-13 “This gentle, gorgeously written book may be one of my favorites ever.” —Jenna
Bush Hager (A Today show “Read with Jenna” Book Club Selection!) This “moving portrait of love
and friendship set against a backdrop of social change” (The New York Times Book Review, Editor’s
Choice) traces two married couples whose lives become entangled when the husbands become
copastors at a famed New York city congregation in the 1960s. Charles and Lily, James and Nan.
They meet in Greenwich Village in 1963 when Charles and James are jointly hired to steward the
historic Third Presbyterian Church through turbulent times. Their personal differences however,
threaten to tear them apart. Charles is destined to succeed his father as an esteemed professor of
history at Harvard, until an unorthodox lecture about faith leads him to ministry. How then, can he
fall in love with Lily—fiercely intellectual, elegantly stern—after she tells him with certainty that she
will never believe in God? And yet, how can he not? James, the youngest son in a hardscrabble
Chicago family, spent much of his youth angry at his alcoholic father and avoiding his anxious
mother. Nan grew up in Mississippi, the devout and beloved daughter of a minister and a debutante.
James’s escape from his desperate circumstances leads him to Nan and, despite his skepticism of
hope in all its forms, her gentle, constant faith changes the course of his life. In The Dearly Beloved,
Cara wall reminds us of “the power of the novel in its simplest, richest form: bearing intimate
witness to human beings grappling with their faith and falling in love,” (Entertainment Weekly, A-)
as we follow these two couples through decades of love and friendship, jealousy and understanding,
forgiveness and commitment. Against the backdrop of turbulent changes facing the city and the
church’s congregation, Wall offers a poignant meditation on faith and reason, marriage and children,
and the ways we find meaning in our lives. The Dearly Beloved is a gorgeous, wise, and provocative
novel that is destined to become a classic.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Snow in August Pete
Hamill, 2009-10-31 Deeply affecting and wonderfully evocative of old New York, Snow in August is a
brilliant fable for our time and all time -- and another triumph for Pete Hamill. Brooklyn, 1947. The
war veterans have come home. Jackie Robinson is about to become a Dodger. And in one close-knit
working-class neighborhood, an eleven-year-old Irish Catholic boy named Michael Devlin has just
made friends with a lonely rabbi from Prague. Snow in August is the story of that unlikely friendship



-- and of how the neighborhood reacts to it. For Michael, the rabbi opens a window to ancient
learning and lore that rival anything in Captain Marvel. For the rabbi, Michael illuminates the
everyday mysteries of America, including the strange language of baseball. But like their hero Jackie
Robinson, neither can entirely escape from the swirling prejudices of the time. Terrorized by a local
gang of anti-Semitic Irish toughs, Michael and the rabbi are caught in an escalating spiral of hate for
which there's only one way out -- a miracle....

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Sense of an Ending
Julian Barnes, 2011-10-05 BOOKER PRIZE WINNER ¢ NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ A novel that
follows a middle-aged man as he contends with a past he never much thought about—until his
closest childhood friends return with a vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly
present. A novel so compelling that it begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has
the psychological and emotional depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a
stunning achievement in Julian Barnes's oeuvre. Tony Webster thought he left his past behind as he
built a life for himself, and his career has provided him with a secure retirement and an amicable
relationship with his ex-wife and daughter, who now has a family of her own. But when he is
presented with a mysterious legacy, he is forced to revise his estimation of his own nature and place
in the world.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Faith Bass Darling's Last
Garage Sale Lynda Rutledge, 2012-04-26 SOON TO BE CLAIRE DARLING—A MAJOR MOTION
PICTURE STARRING CATHERINE DENEUVE! When a wealthy woman decides to sell all of her
worldly possessions, she unearths the secrets of her family’s past in this charming debut. On the last
day of the millennium, sassy Faith Bass Darling, the richest old lady in Bass, Texas, decides to have a
garage sale. With help from a couple of neighborhood boys, Faith lugs her priceless Louis XV
elephant clock, countless Tiffany lamps, and everything else in her nineteenth-century mansion out
onto her long, sloping lawn. Why is a recluse of twenty years suddenly selling off her dearest
possessions? Because God told her to. As the townspeople grab up five generations of heirlooms,
everyone drawn to the sale—including Faith’s long-lost daughter—finds that the antiques not only
hold family secrets but also inspire some of life’s most important questions: Do our possessions
possess us? What are we without our memories? Is there life after death or second chances here on
earth? And is Faith really selling that Tiffany lamp for $1? READERS GUIDE INCLUDED

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Carrie Soto Is Back Taylor
Jenkins Reid, 2022-08-30 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ “An epic adventure about a female
athlete perhaps past her prime, brought back to the tennis court for one last grand slam” (Elle),
from the author of Malibu Rising, Daisy Jones & The Six, and The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
“A heart-filled novel about an iconic and persevering father and daughter.”—Time “Gorgeous. The
kind of sharp, smart, potent book you have to set aside every few pages just to catch your breath. I'll
take a piece of Carrie Soto forward with me in life and be a little better for it.”—Emily Henry, author
of Book Lovers and Beach Read ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Time, NPR, PopSugar,
Glamour, Reader’s Digest Carrie Soto is fierce, and her determination to win at any cost has not
made her popular. But by the time she retires from tennis, she is the best player the world has ever
seen. She has shattered every record and claimed twenty Grand Slam titles. And if you ask Carrie,
she is entitled to every one. She sacrificed nearly everything to become the best, with her father,
Javier, as her coach. A former champion himself, Javier has trained her since the age of two. But six
years after her retirement, Carrie finds herself sitting in the stands of the 1994 US Open, watching
her record be taken from her by a brutal, stunning player named Nicki Chan. At thirty-seven years
old, Carrie makes the monumental decision to come out of retirement and be coached by her father
for one last year in an attempt to reclaim her record. Even if the sports media says that they never
liked “the Battle-Axe” anyway. Even if her body doesn’t move as fast as it did. And even if it means
swallowing her pride to train with a man she once almost opened her heart to: Bowe Huntley. Like
her, he has something to prove before he gives up the game forever. In spite of it all, Carrie Soto is
back, for one epic final season. In this riveting and unforgettable novel, Taylor Jenkins Reid tells her



most vulnerable, emotional story yet.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The One Hundred Years of
Lenni and Margot Marianne Cronin, 2021-06-01 “A beautiful debut, funny, tender, and animated
by a willingness to confront life’s obstacles and find a way to survive. . . . It celebrates friendship,
finds meaning in difficulty and lets the reader explore dark places while always allowing for the
possibility of light. Lenni and Margot are fine companions for all our springtime
journeys.”—Harper’s Bazaar, UK A charming, fiercely alive and disarmingly funny debut novel in the
vein of John Green, Rachel Joyce, and Jojo Moyes—a brave testament to the power of living each day
to the fullest, a tribute to the stories that we live, and a reminder of our unlimited capacity for
friendship and love. An extraordinary friendship. A lifetime of stories. Seventeen-year-old Lenni
Pettersson lives on the Terminal Ward at the Glasgow Princess Royal Hospital. Though the teenager
has been told she’s dying, she still has plenty of living to do. Joining the hospital’s arts and crafts
class, she meets the magnificent Margot, an 83-year-old, purple-pajama-wearing, fruitcake-eating
rebel, who transforms Lenni in ways she never imagined. As their friendship blooms, a world of
stories opens for these unlikely companions who, between them, have been alive for one hundred
years. Though their days are dwindling, both are determined to leave their mark on the world. With
the help of Lenni’s doting palliative care nurse and Father Arthur, the hospital’s patient chaplain,
Lenni and Margot devise a plan to create one hundred paintings showcasing the stories of the
century they have lived—stories of love and loss, of courage and kindness, of unexpected tenderness
and pure joy. Though the end is near, life isn’t quite done with these unforgettable women just yet.
Delightfully funny and bittersweet, heartbreaking yet ultimately uplifting, The One Hundred Years of
Lenni and Margot reminds us of the preciousness of life as it considers the legacy we choose to
leave, how we influence the lives of others even after we’re gone, and the wonder of a friendship
that transcends time.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: VILE BODIES Evelyn Waugh,
2023-06-01 Vile Bodies is a 1930 novel satirising the bright young things: decadent young London
society after World War I. The title appears in a comment made by the novel’s narrator in reference
to the characters’ party-driven lifestyle: “All that succession and repetition of massed humanity...
Those vile bodies...”

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: How to Sketchnote Sylvia
Duckworth, 2019-02-02 Educator and internationally known sketchnoter Sylvia Duckworth makes
ideas memorable and shareable with her simple yet powerful drawings. In How to Sketchnote, she
explains how you can use sketchnoting in the classroom and that you don't have to be an artist to
discover the benefits of doodling! Sketchnoting (aka visual note-taking) allows students to see the
bigger picture in the concepts they are studying, make connections in their learning, and display
their learning process--and all of that leads to better retention. In this fun and inviting book, Sylvia
equips you with the basic tools you and your students need to introduce doodling and sketchnoting
in the classroom. With step-by-step sketchnote practice sessions and 180+ icons you can use or
adapt to represent your ideas, How to Sketchnotewill inspire you to embrace the doodler
within--even if you think you can't draw.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Earth Abides George R.
Stewart, 1993-12

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Timeless Lucinda Franks,
2014-08-19 In this beautifully rendered literary memoir, Lucinda Franks, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist, tells the intimate story of her marriage to Manhattan District Attorney Robert
Morgenthau, one of the great men of our time. Words by the millions have been printed about you,
but none have revealed your real life, your secret life--which is that you belong to me. After Lucinda
interviewed Bob for The New York Times in 1973, the two took a while to understand that they had
fallen in love. Franks was a self-styled radical who marched with protesters and chained herself to
fences. Morgenthau was a famous lawyer, a symbol of the establishment, who could have helped put
her in jail. She was twenty-six. He was fifty-three. Now, thirty-six years into a marriage that was



never supposed to happen, one between two people as deeply in love as they are different, they are
living proof that opposites can forge an unbreakable life bond. In Timeless, Franks offers a
confidential tour of their unconventional years together, years that are both hilarious and interlaced
with suspense. At the same time, she takes us behind the scenes to reveal the untold stories behind
some of Morgenthau's most famous cases, many of which she helped him brainstorm for. A
compelling memoir with piercing insights into how a relationship grows and develops over a lifetime,
Timeless grants us an enlightening window into one of New York's most famous yet defiant and
iconoclastic couples, and the trials and successes of their union.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Second Machine Age:
Work, Progress, and Prosperity in a Time of Brilliant Technologies Erik Brynjolfsson, Andrew
McAfee, 2014-01-20 The big stories -- The skills of the new machines : technology races ahead --
Moore's law and the second half of the chessboard -- The digitization of just about everything --
Innovation : declining or recombining? -- Artificial and human intelligence in the second machine
age -- Computing bounty -- Beyond GDP -- The spread -- The biggest winners : stars and superstars --
Implications of the bounty and the spread -- Learning to race with machines : recommendations for
individuals -- Policy recommendations -- Long-term recommendations -- Technology and the future
(which is very different from technology is the future).

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Art of Being Human
Michael Wesch, 2018-08-07 Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is
so much more than that. Anthropology requires strength, valor, and courage, Nancy
Scheper-Hughes noted. Pierre Bourdieu called anthropology a combat sport, an extreme sport as
well as a tough and rigorous discipline. ... It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's hands
dirty, to get down in the dirt, and to commit yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called
anthropology a heroic profession. What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that
can carry you across rivers of doubt and over mountains of fear to find the the light and life of places
forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book. You have to go out and feel the world's
jagged edges, wipe its dust from your brow, and at times, leave your blood in its soil. In this unique
book, Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an anthropologist and what
the science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human. This special first draft edition
is a loose framework for more and more complete future chapters and writings. It serves as a
companion to anth101.com, a free and open resource for instructors of cultural anthropology. This
2018 text is a revision of the first draft edition from 2017 and includes 7 new chapters.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Last Night in Twisted River
John Irving, 2009-10-27 In 1954, in the cookhouse of a logging and sawmill settlement in northern
New Hampshire, an anxious twelve-year-old boy mistakes the local constable’s girlfriend for a bear.
Both the twelve-year-old and his father become fugitives, forced to run from Coos County—to
Boston, to southern Vermont, to Toronto—pursued by the implacable constable. Their lone protector
is a fiercely libertarian logger, once a river driver, who befriends them. In a story spanning five
decades, Last Night in Twisted River depicts the recent half-century in the United States as “a living
replica of Coos County, where lethal hatreds were generally permitted to run their course.” What
further distinguishes Last Night in Twisted River is the author’s unmistakable voice—the inimitable
voice of an accomplished storyteller.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Seven Principles for
Making Marriage Work John Gottman, PhD, Nan Silver, 2015-05-05 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER ¢ Over a million copies sold! “An eminently practical guide to an emotionally
intelligent—and long-lasting—marriage.”—Daniel Goleman, author of Emotional Intelligence The
Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work has revolutionized the way we understand, repair, and
strengthen marriages. John Gottman’s unprecedented study of couples over a period of years has
allowed him to observe the habits that can make—and break—a marriage. Here is the culmination of
that work: the seven principles that guide couples on a path toward a harmonious and long-lasting
relationship. Straightforward yet profound, these principles teach partners new approaches for



resolving conflicts, creating new common ground, and achieving greater levels of intimacy. Gottman
offers strategies and resources to help couples collaborate more effectively to resolve any problem,
whether dealing with issues related to sex, money, religion, work, family, or anything else. Packed
with new exercises and the latest research out of the esteemed Gottman Institute, this revised
edition of The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work is the definitive guide for anyone who
wants their relationship to attain its highest potential.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Humankind Rutger Bregman,
2020-06-02 AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The “lively” (The New Yorker),
“convincing” (Forbes), and “riveting pick-me-up we all need right now” (People) that proves
humanity thrives in a crisis and that our innate kindness and cooperation have been the greatest
factors in our long-term success as a species. If there is one belief that has united the left and the
right, psychologists and philosophers, ancient thinkers and modern ones, it is the tacit assumption
that humans are bad. It's a notion that drives newspaper headlines and guides the laws that shape
our lives. From Machiavelli to Hobbes, Freud to Pinker, the roots of this belief have sunk deep into
Western thought. Human beings, we're taught, are by nature selfish and governed primarily by
self-interest. But what if it isn't true? International bestseller Rutger Bregman provides new
perspective on the past 200,000 years of human history, setting out to prove that we are hardwired
for kindness, geared toward cooperation rather than competition, and more inclined to trust rather
than distrust one another. In fact this instinct has a firm evolutionary basis going back to the
beginning of Homo sapiens. From the real-life Lord of the Flies to the solidarity in the aftermath of
the Blitz, the hidden flaws in the Stanford prison experiment to the true story of twin brothers on
opposite sides who helped Mandela end apartheid, Bregman shows us that believing in human
generosity and collaboration isn't merely optimistic—it's realistic. Moreover, it has huge implications
for how society functions. When we think the worst of people, it brings out the worst in our politics
and economics. But if we believe in the reality of humanity's kindness and altruism, it will form the
foundation for achieving true change in society, a case that Bregman makes convincingly with his
signature wit, refreshing frankness, and memorable storytelling. The Sapiens of 2020. —The
Guardian Humankind made me see humanity from a fresh perspective. —Yuval Noah Harari, author
of the #1 bestseller Sapiens Longlisted for the 2021 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in
Nonfiction One of the Washington Post's 50 Notable Nonfiction Works in 2020

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Paralian Liam Klenk,
2017-02-06 Paralian has won best debut book at the 2016 Rainbow Awards. It has also been named
as “Recommended Read” by several book review platforms including Bookmuse, Bookbag, Reader’s
Favorite, etc.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Social Creature Tara
Isabella Burton, 2019-06-18 One of the Best Books of the Year: Janet Maslin, The New York Times
Vulture NPR Social Creature is a wicked original with echoes of the greats (Patricia Highsmith,
Gillian Flynn). —Janet Maslin, The New York Times For readers of Gillian Flynn and Donna Tartt, a
dark, propulsive and addictive debut thriller, splashed with all the glitz and glitter of New York City.
They go through both bottles of champagne right there on the High Line, with nothing but the stars
over them... They drink and Lavinia tells Louise about all the places they will go together, when they
finish their stories, when they are both great writers-to Paris and to Rome and to Trieste... Lavinia
will never go. She is going to die soon. Louise has nothing. Lavinia has everything. After a chance
encounter, the two spiral into an intimate, intense, and possibly toxic friendship. A Talented Mr.
Ripley for the digital age, this seductive story takes a classic tale of obsession and makes it
irresistibly new.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Ethics for the Information
Age Michael Jay Quinn, 2006 Widely praised for its balanced treatment of computer ethics, Ethics
for the Information Age offers a modern presentation of the moral controversies surrounding
information technology. Topics such as privacy and intellectual property are explored through
multiple ethical theories, encouraging readers to think critically about these issues and to make



their own ethical decisions.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Ask a Manager Alison Green,
2018-05-01 From the creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York'’s work-advice
columnist comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring
all-new advice! There’s a reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.”
Ten years as a workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations
in the office because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this
incredibly helpful book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career.
You'll learn what to say when ¢ coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it * you
accidentally trash-talk someone in an email then hit “reply all” ¢ you're being micromanaged—or not
being managed at all * you catch a colleague in a lie * your boss seems unhappy with your work ¢
your cubemate’s loud speakerphone is making you homicidal ¢ you got drunk at the holiday party
Praise for Ask a Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green'’s] advice boils down
to the idea that you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a
straightforward manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you
work.”—Booklist (starred review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to
read, and her advice can be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for
anyone new to the job market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work
experience.”—Library Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager
column. This book is even better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and
little problems in our workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of
humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole
Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a
diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your
Financial Life Together

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Lily and the Octopus
Steven Rowley, 2016-06-07 A national bestseller combining the emotional depth of The Art of Racing
in the Rain with the magical spirit of The Life of Pi, “Lily and the Octopus is the dog book you must
read this summer” (The Washington Post). Ted—a gay, single, struggling writer is stuck: unable to
open himself up to intimacy except through the steadfast companionship of Lily, his elderly
dachshund. When Lily’s health is compromised, Ted vows to save her by any means necessary. By
turns hilarious and poignant, an adventure with spins into magic realism and beautifully evoked
truths of loss and longing, Lily and the Octopus reminds us how it feels to love fiercely, how difficult
it can be to let go, and how the fight for those we love is the greatest fight of all. Introducing a
dazzling and completely original new voice in fiction and an unforgettable hound that will break your
heart—and put it back together again. Remember the last book you told someone they had to read?
Lily and the Octopus is the next one. “Startlingly imaginative...this love story is sure to assert its
place in the canine lit pack...Be prepared for outright laughs and searing or silly moments of canine
and human recognition. And grab a tissue: “THERE! WILL! BE! EYE! RAIN!” (New York Newsday).

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Women in Game of
Thrones Valerie Estelle Frankel, 2014-04-28 Game of Thrones, one of the hottest series on
television, leaves hundreds of critics divided on how feminist the show really is. Certainly the female
characters, strong and weak, embody a variety of archetypes--widow queens, warrior women,
damsels in distress, career women, priestesses, crones, mothers and maidens. However, the problem
is that most of them play a single role without nuance--even the strong women have little to do
besides strut about as one-note characters. This book analyzes the women and their portrayals one
by one, along with their historical inspirations. Accompanying issues in television studies also
appear, from the male gaze to depiction of race. How these characters are treated in the series and
how they treat themselves becomes central, as many strip for the pleasure of men or are sacrificed
as pawns. Some nude scenes or moments of male violence are fetishized and filmed to tantalize,
while others show the women's trauma and attempt to identify with the scene's female perspective.



The key is whether the characters break out of their traditional roles and become multidimensional.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Achievement Habit
Bernard Roth, 2015-07-07 The cofounder of the Stanford d.school introduces the power of design
thinking to help you achieve goals you never thought possible. Achievement can be learned. It’s a
muscle, and once you learn how to flex it, you’ll be able to meet life’s challenges and fulfill your
goals, Bernard Roth, Academic Director at the Stanford d.school contends. In The Achievement
Habit, Roth applies the remarkable insights that stem from design thinking—previously used to solve
large scale projects—to help us realize the power for positive change we all have within us. Roth
leads us through a series of discussions, stories, recommendations, and exercises designed to help
us create a different experience in our lives. He shares invaluable insights we can use to gain
confidence to do what we’ve always wanted and overcome obstacles that hamper us from reaching
our potential, including: Don’t try—DO; Excuses are self-defeating; Believe you are a doer and
achiever and you’ll become one; Build resiliency by reinforcing what you do rather than what you
accomplish; Learn to ignore distractions that prevent you from achieving your goals; Become open
to learning from your own experience and from those around you; And more. The brain is complex
and is always working with our egos to sabotage our best intentions. But we can be mindful; we can
create habits that make our lives better. Thoughtful and powerful The Achievement Habit shows you
how. “The Achievement Habit is a masterpiece in describing how to think creatively and fulfill your
life’s ambitions.” —Paul Hait, entrepreneur and Olympic gold medalist

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Macho Paradox
Jackson Katz, 2019-06-04 A fully revised and updated edition to a classic bestseller, The Macho
Paradox is the first book to show how violence against women is a men's issue—and how all genders
can come together to stop it. From the #MeToo movement to current discussions about gender
norms in schools, sports, politics, and media culture, The Macho Paradox incorporates the voices
and experiences of the women, men, and others who have confronted the problem of gender
violence from all angles. Bestselling author Jackson Katz is a pioneering educator and activist on the
topic of men's violence against women. In this revised edition of his heralded book, Katz outlines the
ways in which cultural ideas about manhood contribute to men's sexually harassing and abusive
behaviors and that men have a positive role to play in challenging and changing the sexist cultural
norms that too often lead to gender violence. This important book for abused women covers topics
ranging from mental and emotional abuse to sexual harassment to domestic violence and is a vital
read for women with controlling partners or as a self-help book for men. Praise for The Macho
Paradox: A candid look at the cultural factors that lend themselves to tolerance of abuse and
violence against women.—Booklist If only men would read Katz's book, it could serve as a potent
form of male consciousness-raising.—Publishers Weekly These pages will empower both men and
women to end the scourge of male violence and abuse. Katz knows how to cut to the core of the
issues, demonstrating undeniably that stopping the degradation of women should be every man's
priority.—Lundy Bancroft, author of Why Does He Do That?: Inside the Minds of Angry and
Controlling Men

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Red Sister Mark Lawrence,
2017 The international bestselling author of the Broken Empire and the Red Queen's War trilogies
begins a stunning epic fantasy series about a secretive order of holy warriors... At the Convent of
Sweet Mercy, young girls are raised to be killers. In some few children the old bloods show, gifting
rare talents that can be honed to deadly or mystic effect. But even the mistresses of sword and
shadow don't truly understand what they have purchased when Nona Grey is brought to their halls.
A bloodstained child of nine falsely accused of murder, guilty of worse, Nona is stolen from the
shadow of the noose. It takes ten years to educate a Red Sister in the ways of blade and fist, but
under Abbess Glass's care there is much more to learn than the arts of death. Among her class Nona
finds a new family--and new enemies. Despite the security and isolation of the convent, Nona's
secret and violent past finds her out, drawing with it the tangled politics of a crumbling empire. Her
arrival sparks old feuds to life, igniting vicious struggles within the church and even drawing the eye



of the emperor himself. Beneath a dying sun, Nona Grey must master her inner demons, then loose
them on those who stand in her way.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The American Jewish
Experience Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Center for the Study of the American
Jewish Experience, 1986

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Golden Cord Charles
Taliaferro, 2012-12-15 The title of Charles Taliaferro’s book is derived from poems and stories in
which a person in peril or on a quest must follow a cord or string in order to find the way to
happiness, safety, or home. In one of the most famous of such tales, the ancient Greek hero Theseus
follows the string given him by Ariadne to mark his way in and out of the Minotaur’s labyrinth.
William Blake's poem “Jerusalem” uses the metaphor of a golden string, which, if followed, will lead
one to heaven itself. Taliaferro extends Blake’s metaphor to illustrate the ways we can link what we
see, feel, and do with deep spiritual realities. Taliaferro offers a foundational case for the recognition
of the experience of the eternal God of Christianity, in which God is understood as the fount of all
goodness and the subject and object of our best love, revealed through scripture, tradition,
philosophical reflection, and encountered in everyday events. He addresses philosophical obstacles
to the recognition of such experiences, especially objections from the “new atheists,” and explores
the values involved in thinking and experiencing God as eternal. These include the belief that the
eternal goodness of God subordinates temporal goods, such as the pursuit of fame and earthly glory;
that God is the essence of life; and that the eternal God hallows domestic goods, blessing the
everyday goods of ordinary life. An exploration of the moral and spiritual riches of the Christian
tradition as an alternative to materialism and naturalism, The Golden Cord brings an originality and
depth to the debate in accessible and engaging prose.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Film Appreciation
Book Jim Piper, 2014-11-18 This is a book for cinephiles, pure and simple. Author and filmmaker,
Jim Piper, shares his vast knowledge of film and analyzes the most striking components of the best
movies ever made. From directing to cinematography, from editing and music to symbolism and plot
development, The Film Appreciation Book covers hundreds of the greatest works in cinema,
combining history, technical knowledge, and the art of enjoyment to explain why some movies have
become the most treasured and entertaining works ever available to the public, and why these
movies continue to amaze viewers after decades of notoriety. Read about such classic cinematic
masterpieces as Citizen Kane, Gandhi, Midnight Cowboy, Easy Rider, True Grit, Gone With the Wind,
and The Wizard of Oz, as well as more recent accomplishments in feature films, such as Requiem for
a Dream, Munich, The King’s Speech, and The Hurt Locker. Piper breaks down his analysis for you
and points out aspects of production that movie-lovers (even the devoted ones) would never
recognize on their own. This book will endlessly fascinate, and by the time you get to the last
chapter, you're ready to start all over again. In-depth analysis and thoughtful and wide-ranging film
choices from every period of cinema history will ensure that you never tire of this reading
companion to film. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of
books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover
subjects such as graphic design, theater, branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing,
acting, film, how to start careers, business and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we
don't aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply
committed to quality books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often publish in
areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can help our
audience of readers.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Democratization of
Artificial Intelligence Andreas Sudmann, 2019-10-31 After a long time of neglect, Artificial
Intelligence is once again at the center of most of our political, economic, and socio-cultural debates.
Recent advances in the field of Artifical Neural Networks have led to a renaissance of dystopian and
utopian speculations on an Al-rendered future. Algorithmic technologies are deployed for identifying



potential terrorists through vast surveillance networks, for producing sentencing guidelines and
recidivism risk profiles in criminal justice systems, for demographic and psychographic targeting of
bodies for advertising or propaganda, and more generally for automating the analysis of language,
text, and images. Against this background, the aim of this book is to discuss the heterogenous
conditions, implications, and effects of modern Al and Internet technologies in terms of their
political dimension: What does it mean to critically investigate efforts of net politics in the age of
machine learning algorithms?

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: A Room Called Earth
Madeleine Ryan, 2020-08-18 “A resolute deep dive into an inner self, a transcendent character
study, and a timely reminder that there’s an entire universe inside of everyone we meet. You will be
moved.” —Matthew Quick, New York Times bestselling author of The Silver Linings Playbook
“[N]uanced and uplifting.” —Buzzfeed An unforgettable story of a fiercely original young woman,
whose radical perspective illuminates a new way of being in the world As a full moon rises over
Melbourne, Australia, a young woman gets ready for a party. And what appears to be an ordinary
night out is—through the prism of her singular perspective—extraordinary. As the evening unfolds,
each encounter she has reveals the vast discrepancies between what she is thinking and feeling, and
what she is able to say. And there's so much she'd like to say. So when she meets a man and a
genuine connection occurs, it's nothing short of a miracle. However, it isn't until she invites him
home that we come to appreciate the humanity beneath the labels we cling to, and we can grasp the
pleasure of what it means to be alive. The debut novel from the inimitable Madeleine Ryan, A Room
Called Earth is a humorous and heartwarming adventure inside the mind of a bright and dynamic
woman. This hyper-saturated celebration of love and acceptance, from a neurodiverse writer, is a
testament to moving through life without fear, and to opening ourselves up to a new way of relating
to one another.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Investigating Iwo Breanne
Robertson, 2019 Investigating Iwo encourages us to explore the connection between American
visual culture and World War II, particularly how the image inspired Marines, servicemembers, and
civilians to carry on with the war and to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice to ensure
victory over the Axis Powers. Chapters shed light on the processes through which history becomes
memory and gains meaning over time. The contributors ask only that we be willing to take a closer
look, to remain open to new perspectives that can deepen our understanding of familiar topics
related to the flag raising, including Rosenthal's famous picture, that continue to mean so much to
us today--

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Empathy Exams Leslie
Jamison, 2014-04-01 From personal loss to phantom diseases, The Empathy Exams is a bold and
brilliant collection, winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize A Publishers Weekly Top Ten
Essay Collection of Spring 2014 Beginning with her experience as a medical actor who was paid to
act out symptoms for medical students to diagnose, Leslie Jamison's visceral and revealing essays
ask essential questions about our basic understanding of others: How should we care about each
other? How can we feel another's pain, especially when pain can be assumed, distorted, or
performed? Is empathy a tool by which to test or even grade each other? By confronting pain—real
and imagined, her own and others'—Jamison uncovers a personal and cultural urgency to feel. She
draws from her own experiences of illness and bodily injury to engage in an exploration that extends
far beyond her life, spanning wide-ranging territory—from poverty tourism to phantom diseases,
street violence to reality television, illness to incarceration—in its search for a kind of sight shaped
by humility and grace.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: The Everything Creative
Writing Book Wendy Burt-thomas, 2010-06-18 Many people can write. But writing well enough to
get published takes hours of practice, the ability to take criticism, and expert advice. Filled with
stories and tips from published authors, this easy-to-use guide teaches you the basics of the writing
craft. Whether you want to create poems or plays, children's books or online blogs, romance novels



or a memoir, you'll learn to write more effectively and creatively. Published author, editor, and PR
consultant Wendy Burt-Thomas covers all aspects of writing, including how to: Prepare to write,
from planning to research to organization Properly structure your piece to fit your chosen genre
Stay focused during the drafting and editing processes Work with other authors Overcome writer's
block Market your writing

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Pride and Prejudice
Annotated and Illustrated Book for Children Jane Austen, 2020-07-15 Pride and Prejudice is
about in most cases in the county of Hertfordshire, about 50 miles outside of London. The tale
facilities at the the Bennet family, especially Elizabeth. The novel opens at Longbourn, the Bennet
circle of relatives's property. Mr. And Mrs. Bennet have 5 children: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty, and
Lydia. The circle of relatives engages in a conversation approximately Mr. Bingley, a single guy of
massive fortune who might be renting the nearby property of Netherfield Park. Mrs. Bennet sees Mr.
Bingley as a ability suitor for one in every of her daughters.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Toward a Ludic
Architecture Steffen P. Walz, 2010 a€ceToward a Ludic Architecturea€ is a pioneering publication,
architecturally framing play and games as human practices in and of space. Filling the gap in
literature, Steffen P. Walz considers game design theory and practice alongside architectural theory
and practice, asking: how are play and games architected? What kind of architecture do they
produce and in what way does architecture program play and games? What kind of architecture
could be produced by playing and gameplaying?

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Susan, Linda, Nina &
Cokie Lisa Napoli, 2021-04-13 A group biography of four beloved women who fought sexism,
covered decades of American news, and whose voices defined NPR In the years after the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, women in the workplace still found themselves relegated to secretarial positions or
locked out of jobs entirely. This was especially true in the news business, a backwater of male
chauvinism where a woman might be lucky to get a foothold on the “women’s pages.” But when a
pioneering nonprofit called National Public Radio came along in the 1970s, and the door to serious
journalism opened a crack, four remarkable women came along and blew it off the hinges. Susan,
Linda, Nina, and Cokie is journalist Lisa Napoli’s captivating account of these four women, their
deep and enduring friendships, and the trail they blazed to becoming icons. They had radically
different stories. Cokie Roberts was born into a political dynasty, roamed the halls of Congress as a
child, and felt a tug toward public service. Susan Stamberg, who had lived in India with her husband
who worked for the State Department, was the first woman to anchor a nightly news program and
pressed for accommodations to balance work and home life. Linda Wertheimer, the daughter of
shopkeepers in New Mexico, fought her way to a scholarship and a spot on-air. And Nina Totenberg,
the network's legal affairs correspondent, invented a new way to cover the Supreme Court. Based on
extensive interviews and calling on the author’s deep connections in news and public radio, Susan,
Linda, Nina, and Cokie will be as beguiling and sharp as its formidable subjects.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Forever in Blue: The
Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood Ann Brashares, 2007-01-09 The fourth and final novel in the
wildly popular #1 New York Times bestselling Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series, from the
author of The Whole Thing Together and The Here and Now. With unraveled embroidery and fraying
hems, the Traveling Pants are back for one last, glorious summer. It's a summer that will forever
change the lives of Lena, Bridget, Tibby, and Carmen, here and now, past and future, together and
apart. Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself. “Genuinely moving. —Entertainment Weekly “A
strong, satisfying conclusion.” —Booklist “An ode to love and friendship.” —Kirkus Reviews “A great
read.” —Daily News (New York)

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Learning and Behavior Paul
Chance, 2013-02-26 LEARNING AND BEHAVIOR, Seventh Edition, is stimulating and filled with
high-interest queries and examples. Based on the theme that learning is a biological mechanism that
aids survival, this book embraces a scientific approach to behavior but is written in clear, engaging,



and easy-to-understand language.

remarkably bright creatures a read with jenna pick analysis: Corcoran Gallery of Art
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Sarah Cash, Emily Dana Shapiro, Jennifer Carson, 2011 This authoritative
catalogue of the Corcoran Gallery of Art's renowned collection of pre-1945 American paintings will
greatly enhance scholarly and public understanding of one of the finest and most important
collections of historic American art in the world. Composed of more than 600 objects dating from
1740 to 1945.
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