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Rip Van Winkle: A Critical Analysis of
Washington Irving's Timeless Tale

Introduction:

Have you ever felt lost in time, a stranger in your own land? Washington
Irving's "Rip Van Winkle," a seemingly simple tale of a man who sleeps for
twenty years, resonates deeply because it transcends its narrative
simplicity. This post offers a comprehensive critical analysis of "Rip Van
Winkle, " exploring its themes, symbolism, and enduring relevance. We will
delve into the story's social commentary, character development, and literary
techniques, ultimately unveiling why this seemingly straightforward tale
continues to captivate readers centuries later. Prepare to uncover the layers
of meaning hidden within this American classic. This in-depth analysis will
equip you with the knowledge to understand and appreciate the story on a
deeper level, making it perfect for literary students, casual readers, and
anyone intrigued by American folklore and its enduring power.

I. Social Commentary: A Critique of Colonial Society

"Rip Van Winkle" is not merely a fantastical story; it's a shrewd observation
of early American society. Irving subtly critiques the rigid social
hierarchies and political turmoil of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
Rip's escape into the Catskill Mountains can be interpreted as a rejection of
the increasingly divisive political climate leading up to and following the
American Revolution. He avoids the pressures of family responsibilities and
community expectations, finding solace in a seemingly idyllic, albeit
escapist, existence. The shift in the political landscape during his slumber
underscores the rapid changes occurring in America at the time, leaving Rip
disoriented and struggling to reintegrate himself into a drastically altered
society. His initial dissatisfaction with his life reflects the widespread
discontent with British rule and the later uncertainties of the newly formed
republic. The story subtly questions the price of revolution and the
challenges of adapting to a changing world.

II. Character Analysis: Rip Van Winkle - Escapist or Victim?

Rip Van Winkle is a complex character, often portrayed as lazy and
irresponsible. However, a closer analysis reveals a man burdened by societal
expectations and a yearning for freedom from the constraints of his life. His
avoidance of responsibilities, while seemingly negative, can also be seen as
a form of rebellion against an oppressive system that doesn't appreciate his
easygoing nature. His laziness, therefore, might be a coping mechanism for a
deeper dissatisfaction with his social standing and the demands placed upon
him. He is not merely a passive character; his slumber can be seen as a
subconscious rejection of a world he feels ill-equipped to navigate. The
transformation he undergoes after his awakening highlights the challenges of
adapting to a changing world and the difficulty of finding one's place in a
society that has moved on without him. Is he a victim of circumstance or an
architect of his own fate? The ambiguity of his character contributes to the
story's enduring appeal.



III. Symbolism and Allegory: Unveiling Deeper Meanings

"Rip Van Winkle" is rich in symbolism. The Catskill Mountains represent a
realm of escape and transformation, a place outside the confines of societal
pressures. Rip's long sleep can be interpreted as a metaphor for the passage
of time and the cyclical nature of history. The changing of the tavern sign,
from King George III to George Washington, symbolizes the significant
political shift during Rip's absence, illustrating the rapid and often
tumultuous changes America was undergoing. The dwarves, often associated with
folklore and mythical creatures, may represent the forces of nature or the
unconscious mind, guiding Rip towards his transformation. The ambiguous
ending, with Rip's acceptance of his altered reality, suggests a
reconciliation with the past and an embrace of the unknown future, further
deepening the symbolic richness of the narrative.

IV. Literary Techniques: Irving's Masterful Storytelling

Irving employs various literary techniques to enhance the story's impact. The
use of vivid descriptions and imagery immerses the reader in the atmosphere
of the Catskill Mountains, creating a sense of wonder and mystery. The
incorporation of folklore and local legends adds authenticity and intrigue to
the narrative. The use of humor, particularly in Rip's interactions with his
wife and the wvillagers, balances the fantastical elements with a grounded
sense of reality. The narrative employs a simple, straightforward style,
making the story accessible while simultaneously allowing for a deeper, more
nuanced interpretation. Irving's skillful use of these techniques contributes
significantly to the lasting power and appeal of "Rip Van Winkle."

V. Enduring Relevance: A Timeless Tale for Modern Readers

Despite being written centuries ago, "Rip Van Winkle" continues to resonate
with modern readers. The themes of escapism, societal pressures, and the
challenges of adapting to change are timeless and universally relevant. The
story's exploration of individual identity in the face of societal
expectations remains profoundly insightful. The narrative's blend of fantasy
and realism offers a compelling exploration of the human condition, making it
a story that transcends its historical context and speaks to contemporary
audiences on a personal level. The story's exploration of the struggle
between individual desires and societal expectations remains relevant in
today's world, where individuals continue to navigate complex social
pressures and strive to find their place in society.

VI. Conclusion: A Legacy of Literary Excellence

"Rip Van Winkle" stands as a testament to Washington Irving's literary
genius. Its enduring popularity is a result of its masterful blend of
fantasy, social commentary, and insightful character development. The story's
deceptively simple narrative belies its profound exploration of universal
themes, making it a timeless classic that continues to captivate and inspire
readers across generations. Its impact on American literature and its
enduring relevance firmly cement its place as a pivotal work in the canon of
American literature.

Outline of a Potential Book on "Rip Van Winkle":



Title: Unraveling Rip Van Winkle: A Deep Dive into Washington Irving's
Masterpiece

Introduction: A brief overview of Washington Irving and the context of "Rip
Van Winkle's" creation.

Chapter 1: Social Commentary and Historical Context: An in-depth analysis of
the story's reflection of early American society, focusing on politics,
social hierarchies, and the challenges of nation-building.

Chapter 2: Character Analysis: Rip Van Winkle's Journey: A thorough
examination of Rip's character, exploring his motivations, flaws, and
transformation throughout the story.

Chapter 3: Symbolism and Allegory: Decoding the Hidden Meanings: A detailed
exploration of the symbolic elements within the story, analyzing the
mountains, the sleep, the dwarves, and other key symbols.

Chapter 4: Literary Techniques and Narrative Style: An analysis of Irving's
writing style, focusing on his use of imagery, folklore, humor, and narrative
structure.

Chapter 5: "Rip Van Winkle" in Context: Comparisons and Influences: A
comparative analysis of "Rip Van Winkle" with other works of literature,
examining its influences and its place within the literary landscape.
Chapter 6: Enduring Relevance: A Timeless Tale for the Modern Reader: A
discussion of the story's continued relevance in the 21st century, exploring
its themes of escapism, societal change, and individual identity.

Chapter 7: Adaptations and Interpretations: An examination of different
adaptations of "Rip Van Winkle," including film, theatre, and other media.
Conclusion: A summary of the key themes and interpretations, emphasizing the
story's enduring legacy and its contribution to American literature.

(Detailed explanations of each chapter point would follow here, expanding on
the points made in the main article.)

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of "Rip Van Winkle"? The central themes
revolve around escapism, social commentary on early American society,
the impact of revolutionary change, and the individual's struggle to
adapt to a changing world.

1. Is Rip Van Winkle a sympathetic character? While initially appearing
lazy and irresponsible, a deeper analysis reveals a man burdened by
societal pressures, leading to varying interpretations of his character.

1. What is the significance of Rip's sleep? His sleep symbolizes the
passage of time, the cyclical nature of history, and a subconscious
escape from the pressures of his life.

1. What are the key symbols in "Rip Van Winkle"? Key symbols include the
Catskill Mountains (escape and transformation), the changing tavern sign



(political change), and the dwarves (mythical forces or subconscious).

1. How does Irving use humor in the story? Humor is used to balance the
fantastical elements, making the story more accessible while offering a
grounded perspective on the characters and their lives.

1. What is the significance of the story's setting? The Catskill Mountains
serve as a backdrop for the fantastical elements and represent a space
outside the constraints of societal expectations.

1. What makes "Rip Van Winkle" a timeless story? Its exploration of
universal themes like escapism, societal change, and individual identity
transcends its historical context, making it relevant to modern readers.

1. How does "Rip Van Winkle" reflect American identity? The story subtly
critiques and celebrates aspects of American society, exploring themes
of revolution, identity formation, and adaptation to change.

1. What is the literary significance of "Rip Van Winkle"? It's a landmark
work in American literature, showcasing Irving's mastery of storytelling
and its influence on subsequent generations of writers.

Related Articles:

1. Washington Irving's Life and Works: A biographical overview of Irving's
life and the context of his literary contributions.

2. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow: A Comparative Analysis: A comparative study
of Irving's two famous tales, highlighting their similarities and
differences.

3. American Romanticism and "Rip Van Winkle": An exploration of the story's
place within the American Romantic movement.

4., Symbolism in American Literature: A broader analysis of symbolism across
different American literary works, with a focus on "Rip Van Winkle."

5. Social Commentary in 19th Century American Literature: An overview of
social commentary in literature of the time, positioning "Rip Van
Winkle" within this context.



6. Character Archetypes in American Literature: An examination of character
archetypes employed in American literature, focusing on Rip Van Winkle's
archetype.

7. The Role of Folklore in American Literature: A discussion of the
importance of folklore and its integration into American literary
narratives.

8. Adapting "Rip Van Winkle" for Modern Audiences: An exploration of how
the story has been adapted for film, theatre, and other media.

9. Critical Reception of "Rip Van Winkle": Then and Now: An examination of
how the story has been received by critics throughout history, tracing
its evolving interpretations.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Rip Van Winkle, and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

Washington Irving, 1963 A man who sleeps for twenty years in the Catskill Mountains wakes to a
much-changed world.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent Washington
Irving, 1822

rip van winkle critical analysis: Teenage Wasteland Anne Tyler, 2020-09-29 First appearing in
the pages of Seventeen Magazine, “Teenage Wasteland” has become one of Anne Tyler’s most
widely beloved short stories—an affecting and masterful portrait of a life interrupted and a family
come undone. Daisy Coble had been a good mother, and so she was ashamed to find out from
Donny’s teacher that he had been misbehaving. He was noisy, lazy, disruptive, and he was caught
smoking. At night, she lay awake wondering where she had gone wrong, and how she could have
failed as a parent. Unsure of herself, Daisy follows the advice of professionals, and hires Donny a
tutor with some unusual ideas to set the boy straight. But, has the gap between them grown too
wide to bridge? A Vintage Short.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Islamic Lineage of American Literary Culture Jeffrey
Einboden, 2016 Uncovering Islam's formative impact on U.S. literary origins, this book traces the
influence of Arabic and Persian literature in America, from the Revolution beginnings to
Reconstruction. Focusing on informal engagements and intimate exchanges, Jeffrey Einboden
excavates fresh witnesses to early American engagement with the Muslim world.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Washington Irving, 2016-10-15
From the listless repose of the place, and the peculiar character of its inhabitants, who are
descendants from the original Dutch settlers, this sequestered glen has long been known by name of
Sleepy Hollow... A drowsy, dreamy influence seems to hang over the land, and to pervade the very
atmosphere. Washington Irving

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Spectre Bridegroom Washington Irving, 1890

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Swimmer,

rip van winkle critical analysis: From Reliable Sources Martha C. Howell, Walter Prevenier,
2001 A lively introduction to historical methodology, an overview of the techniques historians must
master in order to reconstruct the past.

rip van winkle critical analysis: A Chronicle of the Conquest of Granada Washington Irving,
1842

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly ordinary
village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.

rip van winkle critical analysis: American Fiction Edgar Allan Poe, Edward Everett Hale,
Washington Irving, Bret Harte, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain, 1917




rip van winkle critical analysis: The Great Stone Face Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2004-01-01

rip van winkle critical analysis: Wolfert's Roost Washington Irving, 1855

rip van winkle critical analysis: How to Read Literature Like a Professor 3E Thomas C.
Foster, 2024-11-05 Thoroughly revised and expanded for a new generation of readers, this classic
guide to enjoying literature to its fullest—a lively, enlightening, and entertaining introduction to a
diverse range of writing and literary devices that enrich these works, including symbols, themes,
and contexts—teaches you how to make your everyday reading experience richer and more
rewarding. While books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary
meanings beneath the surface. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those
hidden truths by looking at literature with the practiced analytical eye—and the literary codes—of a
college professor. What does it mean when a protagonist is traveling along a dusty road? When he
hands a drink to his companion? When he’s drenched in a sudden rain shower? Thomas C. Foster
provides answers to these questions as he explores every aspect of fiction, from major themes to
literary models, narrative devices, and form. Offering a broad overview of literature—a world where
a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or
destructive, is never just a shower—he shows us how to make our reading experience more
intellectually satisfying and fun. The world, and curricula, have changed. This third edition has been
thoroughly revised to reflect those changes, and features new chapters, a new preface and epilogue,
as well as fresh teaching points Foster has developed over the past decade. Foster updates the
books he discusses to include more diverse, inclusive, and modern works, such as Angie Thomas'’s
The Hate U Give; Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven; Neil Gaiman’s Neverwhere; Elizabeth
Acevedo’s The Poet X; Helen Oyeyemi's Mr. Fox and Boy, Snow, Bird; Sandra Cisneros’s The House
on Mango Street; Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God; Maggie O’Farrell’s Hamnet;
Madeline Miller’s Circe; Pat Barker’s The Silence of the Girls; and Tahereh Mafi’'s A Very Large
Expanse of Sea.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Traits of Indian Character Washington Irving, 1894

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Secret Library Oliver Tearle, 2016-09-29 As well as
taking in the well-known titles that have helped shape the world in which we live, The Secret Library
brings to light more neglected items among the bookshelves of the world.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Rip Van Winkle Washington Irving, 1888

rip van winkle critical analysis: An Unwritten Drama of Lord Byron Washington Irving, 1925

rip van winkle critical analysis: Bracebridge Hall - The Humorists, A Medley
(Illustrated) Washington Irving, 2022-05-17

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Oxford Book of American Short Stories Joyce Carol Oates,
1992 This volume offers a survey of American short fiction in 59 tales that combine classic works
with 'different, unexpected gems', which invite readers to explore a wealth of important pieces by
women and minority writers. Authors include: Amy Tan, Alice Adams, David Leavitt and Tim O'Brien.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Widow And Her Son Washington Irving, 2000

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Sketch-book Washington Irving, 1848

rip van winkle critical analysis: Life of Mahomet Washington Irving, 1850

rip van winkle critical analysis: Tales of the Alhambra Washington Irving, 2016-08-21 Rough
draughts of some of the following tales and essays were actually written during a residence in the
Alhambra; others were subsequently added, founded on notes and observations made there. Care
was taken to maintain local coloring and verisimilitude; so that the whole might present a faithful
and living picture of that microcosm, that singular little world into which I had been fortuitously
thrown; and about which the external world had a very imperfect idea. It was my endeavor
scrupulously to depict its half Spanish, half Oriental character; its mixture of the heroic, the poetic,
and the grotesque; to revive the traces of grace and beauty fast fading from its walls; to record the
regal and chivalrous traditions concerning those who once trod its courts; and the whimsical and
superstitious legends of the motley race now burrowing among its ruins.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Red Room H. G. Wells, 2016-09-14 The Red Room is a




short story written by H. G. Wells. First published in the 1896 edition of The Idler magazine, it is a
quintessentially Gothic tale about a man who spends a night in a supposedly haunted room in
Lorraine Castle in an attempt to disprove the legends surrounding it. This thrilling tale constitutes a
must-read for fans of Gothic literature and Wells' seminal work, and it would make for a fantastic
addition to any collection. Herbert George Wells (1866 - 1946) was a prolific English writer who
wrote in a variety of genres, including the novel, politics, history, and social commentary. The Father
of Science Fiction was also a staunch socialist, and his later works are increasingly political and
didactic. Today, he is perhaps best remembered for his contributions to the science fiction genre
thanks to such novels as The Time Machine (1895), The Invisible Man (1897), and The War of the
Worlds (1898). Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce and expensive. We
are republishing this book now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition complete with a
specially commissioned new biography of the author.

rip van winkle critical analysis: From Puritanism to Postmodernism Richard Ruland, Malcolm
Bradbury, 2016-04-14 Widely acknowledged as a contemporary classic that has introduced
thousands of readers to American literature, From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of
American Literature brilliantly charts the fascinating story of American literature from the Puritan
legacy to the advent of postmodernism. From realism and romanticism to modernism and
postmodernism it examines and reflects on the work of a rich panoply of writers, including Poe,
Melville, Fitzgerald, Pound, Wallace Stevens, Gwendolyn Brooks and Thomas Pynchon.
Characterised throughout by a vibrant and engaging style it is a superb introduction to American
literature, placing it thoughtfully in its rich social, ideological and historical context. A tour de force
of both literary and historical writing, this Routledge Classics edition includes a new preface by
co-author Richard Ruland, a new foreword by Linda Wagner-Martin and a fascinating interview with
Richard Ruland, in which he reflects on the nature of American fiction and his collaboration with
Malclolm Bradbury. It is published here for the first time.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Twin Study Stacey Richter, 2008-05-28 In the sense that all
stories have been written before, a truly startling piece of fiction may be the greatest literary feat
possible. Enter Stacey Richter, a virtuoso contender for that very prize, whose offbeat characters
manage to toe the line between eccentricity and banal daily life. Each story is organized around a
pair of characters, and these characters are permitted to reach their full bizarre potential against
mundane backdrops. The result is fiction that drives toward a place of surreal revelation, in these
sometimes disturbing, often funny, short pieces. In Twin Study, Richter beautifully captures — albeit
through unlikely exemplars — the essential experience of humanity.

rip van winkle critical analysis: James Joyce's America Brian Fox, 2019-02-21 James Joyce's
America is the first study to address the nature of Joyce's relation to the United States. It challenges
the prevalent views of Joyce as merely indifferent or hostile towards America, and argues that his
works show an increasing level of engagement with American history, culture, and politics that
culminates in the abundance of allusions to the US in Finnegans Wake, the very title of which comes
from an Irish-American song and signals the importance of America to that work. The volume
focuses on Joyce's concept of America within the framework of an Irish history that his works
obsessively return to. It concentrates on Joyce's thematic preoccupation with Ireland and its history
and America's relation to Irish post-Famine history. Within that context, it explores first Joyce's
relation to Irish America and how post-Famine Irish history, as Joyce saw it, transformed the country
from a nation of invasions and settlements to one spreading out across the globe, ultimately
connecting Joyce's response to this historical phenomenon to the diffusive styles of Finnegans Wake.
It then discusses American popular and literary cultures in terms of how they appear in relation to,
or as a function of, the British-Irish colonial context in the post-Famine era, and concludes with a
consideration of how Joyce represented his American reception in the Wake.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Critical Essays on Washington Irving Ralph M. Aderman,
1990

rip van winkle critical analysis: Critical essays on the mith of the american Adam Maria



Eugenia & Diaz, 2001-01-01

rip van winkle critical analysis: Washington Irving James W. Tuttleton, 1993 This volume
offers a collection of 20th-century literary criticism, devoted to Washington Irving, the first
American professional writer of distinction. Essays cover his travel writing, short stories,
biographies, serious and burlesque histories, and accounts of American frontier life.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Sleeping by the Mississippi Alec Soth, Patricia Hampl, Anne
Tucker, 2008 Evolving from a series of road trips along the Mississippi River, Alec Soth's Sleeping
by the Mississippi captures America's iconic yet oft-neglected third coast. Soth's richly descriptive,
large format color photographs describe an eclectic mix of individuals, landscapes, and interiors.
Sensuous in detail and raw in subject, his book elicits a consistent mood of loneliness, longing and
reverie. In the book's forty-six ruthlessly edited pictures, writes Anne Wilkes Tucker, Soth alludes to
illness, procreation, race, crime, learning, art, music, death, religion, redemption, politics, and cheap
sex... The coherence of the project places Soth's book exactly within the tradition of Walker Evans'
American Photographs and Robert Frank's The Americans. Like Frank's classic book, Sleeping by
the Mississippi merges a documentary style with a poetic sensibility. The Mississippi is less the
subject of the book than its organizing structure. Not bound by a rigid concept or ideology, the
series is created out of a quintessentially American spirit of wanderlust. This is the third print run
and third new cover of a book which has become one of the most highly collected and widely
acclaimed photo-books of recent times.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Stratford-On-Avon Washington Irving, 2000

rip van winkle critical analysis: Excellence in Literature Handbook for Writers Ian Johnston,
2012-03 This two-part writer's handbook will take your student from high school into college. Part 1
is a course in essays and arguments (helpful for debate, too) with topic-sentence outline models and
much more. Part 2 is a traditional reference guide to grammar, style, and usage. You will find
yourself using the Handbook almost daily for instruction, reference, and evaluation.

rip van winkle critical analysis: A Tree of Night Truman Capote, 1949

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Familiar Essay, Romantic Affect and Metropolitan
Culture Simon Peter Hull, 2018-06-11 Through close readings of diverse examples by Lamb, De
Quincey, Hazlitt, Irving and Poe, this book argues that the familiar essay in the Romantic period
embodies a quintessentially metropolitan mode of affect. The generic traits of the essay—astuteness
of observation, an ambulatory or paratactic movement of thought, and an urbane tone of wry or
ironic humour—all predispose it to the expression of a detached, non-pathological state of mind. This
is a mind conditioned by the quickened pace, assorted humanity, and plenitude of spectacle which
characterise urban and urbanised life. In making a valuable, genre-based contribution to scholarship
on the importance to Romantic studies of the city and metropolitan culture, the traditional concept
of Romantic affect is reassessed. The book proposes a more complex and varied model than the
simple binary one of a “feeling” reaction to Enlightenment “reason.” Partly enacted within its own
formal parameters and partly through its disruptive and genre-transcending progeny, the essayistic
figure, the familiar essay articulates a blithe and, at times, shocking and provocative discourse of
“un-affect,” or a strategically and often satirical callousness. Therefore, the overall concept of affect
in this period needs to be understood not as a unified entity opposed to Enlightenment reason, but a
dialogue between concurrent, opposing modes, played out against a dichotomized geo-cultural
landscape of the country and the city. Essayistic un-affect emerges, in the end, as an apolitical
phenomenon, a primary vehicle for the essayist’s inherent scepticism, sometimes enabling outright
ridicule and, at other times, a tentative questioning or probing of both orthodox thought and
emerging ideas: from the rarefied liberalist sensibility of the Lake poets, to the hubristic vanity of
the colonial adventurer, and from the allure of hedonistic, Old World decadence to the proscriptive
strictures of moralistic art.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism Juliet Byington,
2001-05 Presents literary criticism on the works of nineteenth-century writers of all genres, nations,
and cultures. Critical essays are selected from leading sources, including published journals,



magazines, books, reviews, diaries, broadsheets, pamphlets, and scholarly papers. Criticism includes
early views from the author's lifetime as well as later views, including extensive collections of
contemporary analysis.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Nineteenth-century Literature Criticism Laurie Lanzen
Harris, 1981 Excerpts from criticism of the works of novelists, poets, playwrights, short story writers
and other creative writers who lived between 1800 and 1900, from the first published critical
appraisals to current evaluations.

rip van winkle critical analysis: The Man who was Rip Van Winkle Benjamin McArthur,
2007-01-01 The most beloved American comedic actor of the nineteenth century, Joseph Jefferson
made his name as Washington Irving's Rip Van Winkle. In this book, a compelling blend of biography
and theatrical and cultural history, Benjamin McArthur chronicles Jefferson's remarkable career and
offers a lively and original account of the heroic age of the American theatre. Joe Jefferson's entire
life was spent on the stage, from the age of Jackson to the dawn of motion pictures. He extensively
toured the United States as well as Australia and Great Britain. An ever-successful career (including
acclaim as painter and memoirist) put him in the company of the great actors, artists, and writers of
the day, including Edwin Forrest, Edwin Booth, John Singer Sargent, and William Dean Howells.
This book rescues a brilliant figure and places him, appropriately enough, on center stage of a
pivotal time for American theatre. McArthur explores the personalities of the period, the changing
theatrical styles and their audiences, the touring life, and the wide and varied culture of theatre.
Through the life of Jefferson, McArthur is able to illuminate an era.

rip van winkle critical analysis: Quarterly Review , 1938 Includes section: Some Michigan
books.
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