skunk hour analysis

Skunk Hour Analysis: Deconstructing Lowell's Masterpiece and

Its Enduring Relevance

Introduction:

Have you ever felt that creeping sense of unease, that unsettling quiet just before the world fully awakens
or settles down for the night? That’s the feeling Robert Lowell masterfully captures in his iconic poem,
"Skunk Hour." This post delves deep into a comprehensive skunk hour analysis, exploring the poem's
themes, symbolism, imagery, and its continuing resonance in the modern world. We'll dissect Lowell's
masterful use of language and unpack the layers of meaning hidden within this seemingly simple yet
profoundly complex work. Prepare to uncover the secrets behind one of the most impactful poems of the
20th century. We'll explore the emotional landscape, the social commentary, and the enduring power of

Lowell's evocative language.

I. Unpacking the Setting: The Physical and Emotional Landscape of
"Skunk Hour"

Lowell masterfully establishes the poem's setting — that liminal space between day and night, a time
characterized by unease and uncertainty. He meticulously paints a picture of the physical environment: the
quiet streets, the looming darkness, the pervasive smell of skunks. But this is more than just a description;
it’s a reflection of the internal emotional state of the speaker. The "skunk hour" isn't just a time of day; it's a
state of mind, a feeling of alienation, loneliness, and spiritual emptiness. The physical setting acts as a
powerful metaphor for the speaker's inner turmoil. The pervasive odor, for instance, symbolizes the
pervasive unpleasantness of the speaker's emotional state. The emptiness of the streets mirrors the

emptiness he feels within.

II. The Central Figure: Exploring the Speaker's Psychological State

The speaker in "Skunk Hour" is deeply troubled. He's not merely observing the world; he's projecting his
own internal conflicts onto the external environment. He's grappling with feelings of isolation, failure, and
a profound sense of existential angst. The poem's fragmented structure and shifting perspectives mirror the
fragmented nature of the speaker's psyche. We see glimpses of his past, his present anxieties, and his
uncertain future. He seems caught between a longing for connection and an inability to forge meaningful
relationships. This sense of disconnect is further emphasized through the poem's use of stark imagery and

jarring juxtapositions. The speaker’s mental state isn't explicitly stated but meticulously built through



suggestive language and imagery, allowing the reader to participate in the process of interpretation.

III. Symbolism and Metaphor: Unraveling the Deeper Meanings

"Skunk Hour" is rich in symbolism. The skunk itself is a potent symbol of unpleasantness, intrusion, and the
unexpected. It represents the unwelcome realities of life that intrude upon the speaker's fragile sense of
peace. The "Indian Head" on the coin represents a lost heritage and a connection to a past that feels both
distant and unattainable. The recurring image of the empty streets symbolizes loneliness and isolation,
mirroring the speaker's emotional state. The various encounters, from the empty streets to the unsettling
presence of the skunks, all contribute to the overall sense of alienation and despair that permeates the poem.
Lowell uses these symbols not as literal representations but as powerful metaphors to convey the speaker's
complex emotional landscape. The analysis of these symbols reveals a deeper understanding of the poem's

central themes.

IV. The Power of Language: Lowell's Mastery of Form and Style

Lowell’s mastery of language is evident throughout "Skunk Hour." His use of imagery, diction, and rhythm
creates a powerful and unforgettable reading experience. The poem's seemingly simple language belies a
deep complexity of meaning. The stark imagery and precise diction create a sense of immediacy and
emotional intensity. The poem's structure, though seemingly fragmented, contributes to its overall effect.
The shifting perspectives and abrupt transitions reflect the fragmented nature of the speaker's psyche. The
poem's rhythm and meter are not strictly regular, further mirroring the speaker’s emotional instability.

This deliberate use of unconventional forms enhances the poem's overall power and impact.

V. "Skunk Hour" in Context: Historical and Social Significance

Understanding the historical and social context of "Skunk Hour" is crucial to a complete analysis. Written
during a period of significant social and political upheaval, the poem reflects the anxieties and uncertainties
of its time. The poem can be seen as a commentary on the alienation and disillusionment felt by many in
post-war America. The speaker's isolation mirrors the broader sense of societal fragmentation and spiritual
searching that characterized the era. This contextual understanding enriches the interpretation and

illuminates the broader significance of the poem's themes.

VI. The Enduring Relevance of "Skunk Hour"

Despite being written decades ago, "Skunk Hour" continues to resonate with readers today. Its themes of
alienation, loneliness, and the search for meaning are timeless and universal. The poem's exploration of the
human condition, its poignant depiction of emotional turmoil, and its masterful use of language continue to
captivate and inspire readers. The poem’s enduring power lies in its ability to evoke a deep emotional
response and to connect with readers on a profound level. This enduring relevance establishes its place as a

cornerstone of modern American poetry.



VIL. Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

"Skunk Hour" is more than just a poem; it's a powerful exploration of the human condition. Through its
evocative imagery, profound symbolism, and masterful use of language, Lowell creates a work that
transcends its historical context and continues to resonate with readers today. Its enduring power lies in its
ability to tap into our universal experiences of loneliness, alienation, and the search for meaning. By
understanding the poem's intricacies, we gain a deeper appreciation for its lasting legacy and its place in the

canon of American literature.

Book Outline: "A Deep Dive into Skunk Hour: Lowell's Masterpiece
Deconstructed”

Introduction: A brief overview of Robert Lowell and the significance of "Skunk Hour."

Chapter 1: The Poetic Landscape: Analysis of the poem's setting, imagery, and symbolism.

Chapter 2: The Troubled Speaker: Exploration of the speaker's psychological state and emotional turmoil.
Chapter 3: Unpacking the Symbols: Detailed examination of key symbols and their interpretations.
Chapter 4: Lowell's Linguistic Brilliance: Analysis of the poem's style, form, and language.

Chapter 5: Historical Context: Examining the social and political climate of the poem's creation.

Chapter 6: Enduring Themes: Discussion of the poem's timeless relevance and universality.

Chapter 7: Critical Perspectives: Exploration of different critical interpretations of "Skunk Hour."

Conclusion: A summary of the key findings and a final reflection on the poem's lasting impact.

(Detailed elaboration on each chapter would follow in a full-length book, exceeding the scope of this blog

post.)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the main theme of "Skunk Hour"? The central themes are alienation, loneliness, spiritual

emptiness, and the search for meaning in a seemingly meaningless world.

1. What is the significance of the skunk in the poem? The skunk symbolizes the unwelcome intrusion

of unpleasant realities into the speaker's life, mirroring his internal turmoil.



1. What is the poem's setting? The setting is the "skunk hour," the twilight period between day and

night, a liminal space representing a state of unease and uncertainty.

1. Who is the speaker in "Skunk Hour"? The speaker is a deeply troubled individual grappling with

feelings of isolation, failure, and existential angst. He is likely a reflection of Lowell himself.

1. What literary devices does Lowell employ? Lowell uses imagery, symbolism, metaphor, fragmented

structure, and evocative language to convey the poem's complex themes.

1. What is the historical context of "Skunk Hour"? The poem was written during a period of social and

political upheaval in post-war America, reflecting the anxieties and disillusionment of the time.

1. Why is "Skunk Hour" still relevant today? Its exploration of universal themes of alienation,

loneliness, and the search for meaning makes it timeless and relatable to readers across generations.

1. How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The fragmented structure mirrors the

fragmented state of the speaker's mind and enhances the poem's emotional impact.

1. What are some critical interpretations of "Skunk Hour"? Critical interpretations vary, but many focus
on the poem's exploration of identity, alienation, and the search for spiritual meaning within a

fractured society.

Related Articles:

1. Robert Lowell's Life and Works: A biographical overview of the poet's life and a survey of his major



works.

2. Confessional Poetry: An Introduction: An exploration of the confessional poetry movement and its

key figures.

3. Symbolism in Modern American Poetry: A discussion of the use of symbolism in 20th-century

American poetry.

4. The Themes of Alienation in Literature: An exploration of alienation as a recurring theme in

literature.

5. Analyzing Poetic Imagery: A Guide for Students: A practical guide to analyzing imagery in poetry.

6. The Role of Setting in Poetry: A discussion of the importance of setting in creating atmosphere and

meaning in poetry.

7. Understanding Literary Devices: A Comprehensive Guide: A comprehensive guide to various

literary devices used in poetry and prose.

8. Robert Lowell's Use of Language: A focused analysis of Lowell’s distinctive poetic style and diction.

9. Comparing "Skunk Hour" to other Lowell Poems: A comparative analysis of "Skunk Hour" with

other works by Robert Lowell, exploring common themes and stylistic elements.

skunk hour analysis: An analysis of “Skunk Hour” by Robert Lowell Eda Kurtgoz, 2022-04-28

Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3,
University of Tubingen (Englisches Seminar), course: Seminar, language: English, abstract:
Searching for couples in the middle of the night next to a graveyard is not the usual night out for
everybody. The verses 27onwards in the poem “Skunk Hour” by Robert Lowell, written in 1957,
mark a change, a volta, from a colourful scheme to a dark tone. The poem has elements of setting up
three specific people who are characterized through loneliness, isolation and showiness against
skunks. The “hermit heiress”, “summer millionaire” and the “fairy decorator” are introduced in
different stanzas. The speaker gives a short and unique glimpse into their life. This unusual
comparison and dramatic change of events will be further analysed in this essay.

skunk hour analysis: Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell, 2007-10-16
Robert Lowell, with Elizabeth Bishop, stands apart as the greatest American poet of the latter half of
the twentieth century—and Life Studies and For the Union Dead stand as among his most important
volumes. In Life Studies, which was first published in 1959, Lowell moved away from the formality of
his earlier poems and started writing in a more confessional vein. The title poem of For the Union
Dead concerns the death of the Civil War hero (and Lowell ancestor) Robert Gould Shaw, but it also
largely centers on the contrast between Boston's idealistic past and its debased present at the time
of its writing, in the early 1960's. Throughout, Lowell addresses contemporaneous subjects in a
voice and style that themselves push beyond the accepted forms and constraints of the time.




skunk hour analysis: From World To World: An Armamentarium Cees Koster, 2021-11-15 In
this book one of the old traditions of translation studies is revived: the tradition of the comparative
study of translation and original. The aim of the author is to develop an armamentarium, a set of
analytical instruments and a procedure, for the systematic study of poetic discourse in translation.
The armamentarium provides the means to describe the ‘translational interpretation’, that is: the
interpretation of the original as it emerges from the translation and may be constructed in the
course of a comparison between the two texts. The practical result of this study is based on a solid
theoretical foundation. This study most of all reflects on the possibilities of translation comparison
and description per se. It is one of the few books in which an in-depth study is undertaken into the
principles of translation comparison itself, into its limits and possibilities, and into its central
concepts (‘shift’, “‘unit of comparison’ etcetera). Before presenting his own proposal for a
comparative procedure, the author critically evaluates several existing methods, particularly those of
Toury, Van Leuven-Zwart and the German transfer-oriented approach. The theoretical
considerations in this book are amply illustrated by analyses of translated works of poets as Rutger
Kopland and Robert Lowell. The book also contains an extensive case study into the translations, by
the German poet Paul Celan, of a selection of William Shakespeare’s sonnets.

skunk hour analysis: The Poems of R. Lowell. A New Edition. (With Many New Poems.). Robert
Lowell, 1864

skunk hour analysis: "Never Asking why Build - Only Asking which Tools" Rita Horvath,
2005

skunk hour analysis: Robert Lowell Steven Axelrod, Helen Deese, 1986 Robert Lowell is one
of the most widely recognised and influential poets of the second half of this century. Yet his career
is problematical and raises many questions about direction and quality, particularly in light of his
repeated reorientation of thematic concern and poetic technique. Many previous studies of the poet
have accounted for these radical differences in Lowell's work by examining the poet's private life,
but this collection of essays attempts to reassess Lowell's poetry and to restimulate critical thinking
about it by focusing on his texts to raise new questions and discussions about the work. The twelve
essays in this volume, by many of the most distinguished scholars in the field, offer a chronological
review of Robert Lowell's career as a poet. The book includes pieces on major works such as Lord
Weary's Castle, Life Studies, For the Union Dead, 'Skunk Hour', Notebook, the sonnets of 1969-73 as
well as four essays devoted to Lowell's last complete and often neglected work, Day by Day.
Employing a variety of methodologies, the essays arrive at innovative and, often, controversial
interpretations of Lowell's poems.

skunk hour analysis: The Language and Literature Reader Ronald Carter, Peter Stockwell,
2020-08-19 The Language and Literature Reader is an invaluable resource for students of English
literature, language, and linguistics. Bringing together the most significant work in the field with
integrated editorial material, this Reader is a structured and accessible tool for the student and
scholar. Divided into three sections, Foundations, Developments and New Directions, the Reader
provides an overview of the discipline from the early stages in the 1960s and 70s, through the new
theories and practices of the 1980s and 90s, to the most recent and contemporary work in the field.
Each article contains a brief introduction by the editors situating it in the context of developing work
in the discipline and glossing it in terms of the section and of the book as a whole. The final section
concludes with a ‘history and manifesto’, written by the editors, which places developments in the
area of stylistics within a brief history of the field and offers a polemical perspective on the future of
a growing and influential discipline.

skunk hour analysis: Tropic Crucible Ranjit Chatterjee, Colin Nicholson, 1984

skunk hour analysis: Signifying Pain Judith Harris, 2012-02-01 A deeply personal yet
universal work, Signifying Pain applies the principles of therapeutic writing to such painful life
experiences as mental illness, suicide, racism, domestic abuse, and even genocide. Probing deep into
the bedrock of literary imagination, Judith Harris traces the odyssey of a diverse group of
writers—John Keats, Derek Walcott, Jane Kenyon, Michael S. Harper, Robert Lowell, and Ai, as well




as student writers—who have used their writing to work through and past such personal traumas.
Drawing on her own experience as a poet and teacher, Harris shows how the process can be long
and arduous, but that when exercised within the spirit of one's own personal compassion, the results
can be limitless. Signifying Pain will be of interest not only to teachers of creative and therapeutic
writing, but also to those with a critical interest in autobiographical or confessional writing more
generally.

skunk hour analysis: For the Union Dead Robert Lowell, 1967

skunk hour analysis: The Poems of St. John of the Cross Saint John of the Cross, 1968

skunk hour analysis: Tom Thomson in Purgatory Troy Jollimore, 2007

skunk hour analysis: Words in Air Elizabeth Bishop, Robert Lowell, 2020-02-18 Robert Lowell
once remarked in a letter to Elizabeth Bishop that you ha[ve] always been my favorite poet and
favorite friend. The feeling was mutual. Bishop said that conversation with Lowell left her feeling
picked up again to the proper table-land of poetry, and she once begged him, Please never stop
writing me letters—they always manage to make me feel like my higher self (I've been re-reading
Emerson) for several days. Neither ever stopped writing letters, from their first meeting in 1947
when both were young, newly launched poets until Lowell's death in 1977. Presented in Words in Air
is the complete correspondence between Bishop and Lowell. The substantial, revealing—and often
very funny—interchange that they produced stands as a remarkable collective achievement, notable
for its sustained conversational brilliance of style, its wealth of literary history, its incisive snapshots
and portraits of people and places, and its delicious literary gossip, as well as for the window it
opens into the unfolding human and artistic drama of two of America's most beloved and influential
poets.

skunk hour analysis: Robert Lowell's Language of the Self Katharine Wallingford,
2018-08-25 Katharine Wallingford's incisive study treats Robert Lowell's work as a poetry of
self-examination and explores the ways in which he used methods common to psychoanalysis and
other forms of psychotherapy in his poetry. Although he was never psychoanalyzed in a strictly
Freudian sense, Lowell spent many years in psychotherapy. Wallingford stresses not the pathological
aspects of Lowell's work, however, but rather his lifelong process of self-examination, a process with
ethical as well as psychological dimensions. She links this process to the tradition of self-scrutiny
that Lowell inherited from his New England Puritan ancestors. Through close readings of the poetry
and of unpublished drafts of several poems as well as letters from Lowell to George Santayana, Allen
Tate, and his cousin Harriet Winslow, Wallingford treats Lowell's use of specific psychoanalytic
techniques: free association, repetition, concentration on the relation between the poet and the
other to whom he addresses himself, and the use of memory to probe the past. The book considers
as well the role the narrative plays in these psychoanalytic and poetic techniques. Lowell believed
firmly in the identity of self and language -- one life, one writing -- and this study brings us closer to
an understanding both of the poet and of his dense and moving poetry. It enriches our reading of
Lowell's poetry by calling attention to the ways in which his poetic techniques are analogous to and
to some extent derived from psychoanalytic techniques -- techniques that have in our time become
integrated into our culture as a whole. Originally published in 1988. A UNC Press Enduring Edition
-- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again books
from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.

skunk hour analysis: "Fallen from the Symboled World" Wyatt Prunty, 1990-02-22 This
study evaluates figure and form in contemporary poetry, especially the powers of simile and
simile-like structures. Examining the works of Nemerov, Wilbur, Bowers, Hecht, Justice,
Cunningham, Bishop, Van Duyn, Hollander, Pack, Kennedy, Ammons, Creeley, and Wright, Prunty
argues that doubts about language, the tradition, and theistic assumptions embedded in the
tradition have made simile and various simile-like arrangements into major modes of thought. From
Lowell's early interest in the similitudo and the phantasm of Gilson, to Husserl's phantasies and



Heidegger's interest in similitude, to the use made by contemporary poets of simile, he shows that
metaphor--together with slippage, mimicry, synaphea, conjunctions, anacoluthon, chiasmus, and
other simile-like patternings--have proven to be more trustworthy than symbol and allegory.
Throughout the study, Prunty demonstrates that as uncertainty about language has changed from a
predicament of mind to a new way of thinking, simile and simile-like occurrences have provided
poetry with variational thought and constitutive power.

skunk hour analysis: An Approach to Translation Criticism Lance Hewson, 2011 Lance
Hewson's book on translation criticism sets out to examine ways in which a literary text may be
explored as a translation, not primarily to judge it, but to understand where the text stands in
relation to its original by examining the interpretative potential that results from the translational
choices that have been made. After considering theoretical aspects of translation criticism, Hewson
sets out a method of analysing originals and their translations on three different levels. Tools are
provided to describe translational choices and their potential effects, and applied to two corpora:
Flaubert's Madame Bovary and six of the English translations, and Austen's Emma, with three of the
French translations. The results of the analyses are used to construct a hypothesis about each
translation, which is classified according to two scales of measurement, one distinguishing between
just and false interpretations, and the other between divergent similarity, relative divergence,
radical divergence and adaptation.

skunk hour analysis: Robert Lowell Steven Gould Axelrod, 2015-03-08 This major
interpretation of the life and art of Robert Lowell exposes the full relationship between the poetry
and the personal and national experience to which it is so remarkably connected. Steven Axelrod
proposes that the key to our understanding of Lowell's poetic achievement lies precisely in this
interpenetration of his life and his art. Originally published in 1978. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

skunk hour analysis: Lost Puritan Paul L. Mariani, 1994 National Book Award nominee Paul
Mariani offers a passionate, highly readable biography of one of America's great poets. Using many
of Robert Lowell's unpublished letters as well as interviews with his friends and relatives, Mariani
captures the greatness, humor, and heartbreak of this literary giant.

skunk hour analysis: Collected Poems Robert Lowell, 2007-04-03 Frank Bidart and David
Gewanter have compiled the definitive edition of Robert Lowell's work, from his first,
impossible-to-find collection, Land of Unlikeness; to the early triumph of Lord Weary's Castle,
winner of the 1946 Pulitzer Prize; to the brilliant willfulness of his versions of poems by Sappho,
Baudelaire, Rilke, Montale, and other masters in Imitations; to the late spontaneity of The Dolphin,
winner of another Pulitzer Prize; to his last, most searching book, Day by Day. This volume also
includes poems and translations never previously collected, and a selection of drafts that
demonstrate the poet's constant drive to reimagine his work. Collected Poems at last offers readers
the opportunity to take in, in its entirety, one of the great careers in twentieth-century poetry.

skunk hour analysis: Winterdance Gary Paulsen, 1995 Paulsen and his team of dogs endured
snowstorms, frostbite, dogfights, moose attacks, sleeplessness, and hallucinations in the relentless
push to go on. Map and color photographs.

skunk hour analysis: The Poky Little Puppy Janette Sebring Lowrey, 2011 One night a
puppy,who is always late coming home finds there is no dessert for him. On board pages.

skunk hour analysis: Break, Blow, Burn Camille Paglia, 2006-01-24 America’s most
provocative intellectual brings her blazing powers of analysis to the most famous poems of the
Western tradition—and unearths some previously obscure verses worthy of a place in our canon.
Combining close reading with a panoramic breadth of learning, Camille Paglia sharpens our
understanding of poems we thought we knew, from Shakespeare to Dickinson to Plath, and makes a



case for including in the canon works by Paul Blackburn, Wanda Coleman, Chuck Wachtel, Rochelle
Kraut—and even Joni Mitchell. Daring, riveting, and beautifully written, Break, Blow, Burn is a
modern classic that excites even seasoned poetry lovers—and continues to create generations of new
ones.

skunk hour analysis: Dickinson's Nerves, Frost's Woods William Logan, 2018-06-05 In
Dickinson’s Nerves, Frost’s Woods, William Logan, the noted and often controversial critic of
contemporary poetry, returns to some of the greatest poems in English literature. He reveals what
we may not have seen before and what his critical eye can do with what he loves. In essays that pair
different poems—“Ozymandias,” “On First Looking Into Chapman’s Homer,” “In a Station of the
Metro,” “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “After great pain, a formal feeling comes,” and “Stopping by
Woods on a Snowy Evening,” among others—Logan reconciles history and poetry to provide new
ways of reading poets ranging from Shakespeare and Shelley to Lowell and Heaney. In these striking
essays, Logan presents the poetry of the past through the lens of the past, attempting to bring
poems back to the world in which they were made. Logan’s criticism is informed by the material
culture of that world, whether postal deliveries in Regency London, the Métro lighting in 1911 Paris,
or the wheelbarrows used in 1923. Deeper knowledge of the poet’s daily existence lets us read old
poems afresh, providing a new way of understanding poems now encrusted with commentary. Logan
shows that criticism cannot just root blindly among the words of the poem but must live partly in a
lost world, in the shadow of the poet’s life and the shadow of the age.

skunk hour analysis: Bewilderment David Ferry, 2012-09-14 Winner of the 2012 National
Book Award for Poetry. To read David Ferry’s Bewilderment is to be reminded that poetry of the
highest order can be made by the subtlest of means. The passionate nature and originality of Ferry’s
prosodic daring works astonishing transformations that take your breath away. In poem after poem,
his diction modulates beautifully between plainspoken high eloquence and colloquial vigor, making
his distinctive speech one of the most interesting and ravishing achievements of the past half
century. Ferry has fully realized both the potential for vocal expressiveness in his phrasing and the
way his phrasing plays against—and with—his genius for metrical variation. His vocal phrasing thus
becomes an amazingly flexible instrument of psychological and spiritual inquiry. Most poets write
inside a very narrow range of experience and feeling, whether in free or metered verse. But Ferry’s
use of meter tends to enhance the colloquial nature of his writing, while giving him access to an
immense variety of feeling. Sometimes that feeling is so powerful it’s like witnessing a volcanologist
taking measurements in the midst of an eruption. Ferry’s translations, meanwhile, are amazingly
acclimated English poems. Once his voice takes hold of them they are as bred in the bone as all his
other work. And the translations in this book are vitally related to the original poems around them.
From Bewilderment: October The day was hot, and entirely breathless, so The remarkably quiet
remarkably steady leaf fall Seemed as if it had no cause at all. The ticking sound of falling leaves
was like The ticking sound of gentle rainfall as They gently fell on leaves already fallen, Or as, when
as they passed them in their falling, Now and again it happened that one of them touched One or
another leaf as yet not falling, Still clinging to the idea of being summer: As if the leaves that were
falling, but not the day, Had read, and understood, the calendar.

skunk hour analysis: The Art of Twentieth-Century American Poetry Charles Altieri,
2008-04-15 Written by a leading critic, this invigorating introduction to modernist American poetry
conveys the excitement that can be generated by a careful reading of modernist poems. Encourages
readers to identify with the modernists’ sense of the revolutionary possibilities of their art.
Embraces four generations of modernist American poets up through to the 1980s. Gives readers a
sense of the ambitions, the disillusionments and the continuities of modernist poetry. Includes close
readings of particular poems which show how readers can use these works to connect with what
concerns them.

skunk hour analysis: The Confessional Poets Robert Phillips, 1973 Confessional poetry as a
genre was first characterized by the critic M. L. Rosenthal in 1959. It has become a potent force, and
its practitioners the poetic voices of our time. The poetry is highly subjective, written with frankness



and lack of restraint, and focuses on the ugliness of life. Its leading practitioners, Robert Lowell,
Anne Sexton, W. D. Snodgrass, and John Berryman, have all been recipients of the highest awards in
literature, including the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award for Poetry. Robert Phillips, a
critic and also a poet, here directs our attention to the genre in the first book on the subject. In
addition to the poets noted above, he discusses the work of Theodore Roethke, Sylvia Plath, Stanley
Kunitz, Delmore Schwartz, and Allen Ginsberg. Especially valuable are the author's definition and
historical review of the genre and his use of interviews and personal comments. An appraisal of the
genre, his book is also a guide to new avenues open to poets writing today.

skunk hour analysis: Robert Lowell, a Reference Guide Steven Gould Axelrod, Helen Deese,
1982

skunk hour analysis: A Walk in the Woods Bill Bryson, 2012-05-15 God only knows what
possessed Bill Bryson, a reluctant adventurer if ever there was one, to undertake a gruelling hike
along the world's longest continuous footpath—The Appalachian Trail. The 2,000-plus-mile trail
winds through 14 states, stretching along the east coast of the United States, from Georgia to
Maine. It snakes through some of the wildest and most spectacular landscapes in North America, as
well as through some of its most poverty-stricken and primitive backwoods areas. With his offbeat
sensibility, his eye for the absurd, and his laugh-out-loud sense of humour, Bryson recounts his
confrontations with nature at its most uncompromising over his five-month journey. An instant
classic, riotously funny, A Walk in the Woods will add a whole new audience to the legions of Bill
Bryson fans.

skunk hour analysis: Becoming a Poet David Kalstone, 2001 A celebrated study of Elizabeth
Bishop's genius, as revealed through her literary friendships

skunk hour analysis: Words of Radiance Brandon Sanderson, 2014-03-04 From #1 New York
Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson, Words of Radiance, Book Two of the Stormlight
Archive, continues the immersive fantasy epic that The Way of Kings began. Expected by his
enemies to die the miserable death of a military slave, Kaladin survived to be given command of the
royal bodyguards, a controversial first for a low-status darkeyes. Now he must protect the king and
Dalinar from every common peril as well as the distinctly uncommon threat of the Assassin, all while
secretly struggling to master remarkable new powers that are somehow linked to his honorspren,
Syl. The Assassin, Szeth, is active again, murdering rulers all over the world of Roshar, using his
baffling powers to thwart every bodyguard and elude all pursuers. Among his prime targets is
Highprince Dalinar, widely considered the power behind the Alethi throne. His leading role in the
war would seem reason enough, but the Assassin's master has much deeper motives. Brilliant but
troubled Shallan strives along a parallel path. Despite being broken in ways she refuses to
acknowledge, she bears a terrible burden: to somehow prevent the return of the legendary
Voidbringers and the civilization-ending Desolation that will follow. The secrets she needs can be
found at the Shattered Plains, but just arriving there proves more difficult than she could have
imagined. Meanwhile, at the heart of the Shattered Plains, the Parshendi are making an epochal
decision. Hard pressed by years of Alethi attacks, their numbers ever shrinking, they are convinced
by their war leader, Eshonai, to risk everything on a desperate gamble with the very supernatural
forces they once fled. The possible consequences for Parshendi and humans alike, indeed, for Roshar
itself, are as dangerous as they are incalculable. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The
Cosmere The Stormlight Archive @ The Way of Kings @ Words of Radiance @ Edgedancer (novella)
@ Oathbringer @ Dawnshard (novella) @ Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy @
Mistborn @ The Well of Ascension @ The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne @ The Alloy of Law @
Shadows of Self @ The Bands of Mourning @ The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels @ Elantris @
Warbreaker @ Tress of the Emerald Sea @ Yumi and the Nightmare Painter @ The Sunlit Man
Collection @ Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series @ Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians @ The Scrivener's Bones @ The Knights of Crystallia @ The
Shattered Lens @ The Dark Talent @ Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels @ The Rithmatist @ Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds @ The Frugal Wizard's
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skunk hour analysis: The Hotel Oneira August Kleinzahler, 2014-07-08 A thrilling new
collection from one of the most original poets of his generation His work is a modernist swirl of sex,
surrealism, urban life and melancholy with a jazzy backbeat. That praise appeared in the pages of
The New York Times in 2005, but it applies no less to August Kleinzahler's newest collection.
Kleinzahler's poetry is, as ever, concerned with permeability: Voices, places, the real and the
dreamed, the present and the past, all mingle together in verses that always ring true. Whether the
poem is three lines long or spans several pages; whether the voice embodied is that of an adult male
of late middle age, // about to weep among the avocados and citrus fruits / in a vast, overlit room
next to a bosomy Cuban grandma as in Whitney Houston, or that of the title character in Hootie Bill
Do Polonius, who is bidding adios compadre // To a most galuptious scene Kid—Kleinzahler finds the
throbbing human heart at the core of experience. This is a poet searching for—and finding—a
cadence to suit life as it's lived today. Kleinzahler's verses are, as noted in the judges' citation for the
2004 Griffin Poetry Prize (which he won for his collection The Strange Hours Travelers Keep),
ferociously on the move, between locations, between forms, between registers. The Hotel Oneira
finds Kleinzahler at his shape-shifting, acrobatic best, unearthing the moments of grace buried
under the detritus of our hectic, modern lives.

skunk hour analysis: Syllabus of Errors Troy Jollimore, 2015-09-29 A new collection of poetry
from the winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award . . . we are fixed to perpetrate the
species— [ meant perpetuate—as if our duty were coupled with our terror. As if beauty itself were
but a syllabus of errors. Troy Jollimore's first collection of poems won the National Book Critics
Circle Award, was hailed by the New York Times as a snappy, entertaining book, and led the San
Francisco Chronicle to call him a new and exciting voice in American poetry. And his critically
acclaimed second collection expanded his reputation for poems that often take a playful approach to
philosophical issues. While the poems in Syllabus of Errors share recognizable concerns with those
of Jollimore’s first two books, readers will also find a voice that has grown more urgent, more
vulnerable, and more sensitive to both the inevitability of tragedy and the possibility of renewal.
Poems such as Ache and Echo, The Black-Capped Chickadees of Martha’s Vineyard, and When You
Lift the Avocado to Your Mouth explore loss, regret, and the nature of beauty, while the culminating
long poem, Vertigo, is an elegy for a lost friend as well as a fantasia on death, repetition, and
transcendence (not to mention the poet’s favorite Hitchcock film). Ingeniously organized into
sections that act as reflections on six quotations about birdsong, these poems are themselves an
answer to the question the poet asks in On Birdsong: What would we say to the cardinal or jay, /
given wings that could mimic their velocities?

skunk hour analysis: Look Back on Happiness Knut Hamsun, 2022-08-15 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of Look Back on Happiness by Knut Hamsun. DigiCat Publishing
considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as
ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a
classic of world literature.

skunk hour analysis: The Dolphin Letters, 1970-1979 Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Hardwick,
2020-01-14 The Dolphin Letters offers an unprecedented portrait of Robert Lowell and Elizabeth
Hardwick during the last seven years of Lowell's life (1970 to 1977), a time of personal crisis and
creative innovation for both writers. Centred on the letters they exchanged with each other and with
other members of their circle - writers, intellectuals, friends, and publishers, including Elizabeth
Bishop, Caroline Blackwood, Mary McCarthy, and Adrienne Rich - the book has the narrative sweep
of a novel, telling the story of the dramatic breakup of their twenty-one-year marriage and their
extraordinary, but late, reconciliation. Lowell's controversial sonnet-sequence The Dolphin (for



which he used Hardwick's letters as a source) and his last book, Day by Day, were written during
this period, as were Hardwick's influential books Seduction and Betrayal: Essays on Women in
Literature and Sleepless Nights: A Novel. Lowell and Hardwick are acutely intelligent observers of
marriages, children, and friends, and of the feelings that their personal crises gave rise to. The
Dolphin Letters, masterfully edited by Saskia Hamilton, is a debate about the limits of art - what
occasions a work of art, what moral and artistic license artists have to make use of their lives as
material, what formal innovations such debates give rise to. The crisis of Lowell's The Dolphin was
profoundly affecting to everyone surrounding him, and Bishop's warning to Lowell - 'art just isn't
worth that much' - haunts.

skunk hour analysis: Principles of Environmental Physics John Monteith, M. H. Unsworth,
1990-02-15 Thoroughly revised and up-dated edition of a highly successful textbook.

skunk hour analysis: Today Will Be Different Maria Semple, 2016-10-04 A brilliant novel
and instant New York Times bestseller from the author of Where'd You Go, Bernadette, about a day
in the life of Eleanor Flood, forced to abandon her small ambitions and awake to a strange, new
future. Eleanor knows she's a mess. But today, she will tackle the little things. She will shower and
get dressed. She will have her poetry and yoga lessons after dropping off her son, Timby. She won't
swear. She will initiate sex with her husband, Joe. But before she can put her modest plan into
action, life happens. Today, it turns out, is the day Timby has decided to fake sick to weasel his way
into his mother's company. It's also the day Joe has chosen to tell his office -- but not Eleanor -- that
he's on vacation. Just when it seems like things can't go more awry, an encounter with a former
colleague produces a graphic memoir whose dramatic tale threatens to reveal a buried family secret.
Today Will Be Different is a hilarious, heart-filled story about reinvention, sisterhood, and how
sometimes it takes facing up to our former selves to truly begin living.

skunk hour analysis: History Robert Lowell, 1973-01 The poet conveys his feelings and ideas
about life and personalities in history

skunk hour analysis: SCUM Manifesto Valerie Solanas, 2016-04-05 Classic radical feminist
statement from the woman who shot Andy Warhol “Life in this society being, at best, an utter bore
and no aspect of society being at all relevant to women, there remains to civic-minded, responsible,
thrill-seeking females only to overthrow the government, eliminate the money system, institute
complete automation and destroy the male sex.” Outrageous and violent, SCUM Manifesto was
widely lambasted when it first appeared in 1968. Valerie Solanas, the woman who shot Andy Warhol,
self-published the book just before she became a notorious household name and was confined to a
mental institution. But for all its vitriol, it is impossible to dismiss as the mere rantings of a lesbian
lunatic. In fact, the work has proved prescient, not only as a radical feminist analysis light years
ahead of its time—predicting artificial insemination, ATMs, a feminist uprising against
underrepresentation in the arts—but also as a stunning testament to the rage of an abused and
destitute woman. In this edition, philosopher Avital Ronell’s introduction reconsiders the evocative
exuberance of this infamous text.

skunk hour analysis: Falling Awake: Poems Alice Oswald, 2016-08-22 Winner of the Costa
Poetry Award ¢ Shortlisted for the T. S. Eliot Award and the Forward Prize “These lyrics...illustrate
poetry’s unique ability to shock readers into a renewed awareness of the world.” —Washington Post
Falling Awake, winner of the Costa Award for Poetry, “give[s] us the sensation of living alongside the
natural world, of being a spectator to the changes that mark our mortality” (Dan Chiasson, The New
Yorker). Falling Awake expands on the imagery of fallen soldiers from Homer’s Iliad portrayed in her
previous volume, Memorial—defining life as a slowly falling weight, where beings fight against their
inevitable end. Oswald reimagines classical figures such as Orpheus and Tithonus alive in an English
landscape together with shadows, flies, villagers, dew, crickets—all characterized in tension
between the weight of death and their own willpower. FROM “VERTIGO” let me shuffle forward and
tell you the two minute life of rain starting right now lips open and lidless cold all-seeing gaze

skunk hour analysis: Emergency Response Guidebook U.S. Department of Transportation,
2013-06-03 Does the identification number 60 indicate a toxic substance or a flammable solid, in the



molten state at an elevated temperature? Does the identification number 1035 indicate ethane or
butane? What is the difference between natural gas transmission pipelines and natural gas
distribution pipelines? If you came upon an overturned truck on the highway that was leaking, would
you be able to identify if it was hazardous and know what steps to take? Questions like these and
more are answered in the Emergency Response Guidebook. Learn how to identify symbols for and
vehicles carrying toxic, flammable, explosive, radioactive, or otherwise harmful substances and how
to respond once an incident involving those substances has been identified. Always be prepared in
situations that are unfamiliar and dangerous and know how to rectify them. Keeping this guide
around at all times will ensure that, if you were to come upon a transportation situation involving
hazardous substances or dangerous goods, you will be able to help keep others and yourself out of
danger. With color-coded pages for quick and easy reference, this is the official manual used by first
responders in the United States and Canada for transportation incidents involving dangerous goods
or hazardous materials.
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