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Songs From Risky Business Movie: A Soundtrack That Defined a
Generation

The 1983 film "Risky Business" launched Tom Cruise to superstardom, but its impact extended far beyond the
silver screen. The movie's soundtrack, a carefully curated mix of classic rock and emerging new wave, became a
cultural phenomenon, influencing music tastes and solidifying its place in cinematic history. This article dives
deep into the unforgettable songs that make up the "Risky Business" soundtrack, exploring their impact on the
film and their lasting legacy.

Article Outline:

The Iconic "Old Time Rock and Roll": Examining the song's role in the film and its lasting cultural impact.1.

Other Notable Tracks: Highlighting other significant songs on the soundtrack and their contribution to2.
the film's atmosphere.

The Soundtrack's Influence on 80s Music: Discussing the soundtrack's role in popularizing certain3.
artists and genres during the 1980s.

The Soundtrack's Lasting Legacy: Exploring the enduring popularity of the soundtrack and its continued4.
relevance today.

The Role of Music in Filmmaking: A brief discussion of how the music choices in "Risky Business" enhanced5.
the film's narrative and mood.

1. The Iconic "Old Time Rock and Roll"

"Old Time Rock and Roll" is undeniably the most memorable song from the
Risky Business soundtrack.
This classic Bob Seger track perfectly captures the carefree spirit of the film's central scene, where Tom
Cruise's character, Joel, dances exuberantly in his underwear. The song's upbeat tempo and powerful vocals
perfectly complement Joel's uninhibited actions, making it an unforgettable moment in cinematic history.

The song's placement in the film was crucial to its success.
Its use wasn't just about adding a catchy tune; it underscored Joel's newfound freedom and rebellion against
the constraints of his structured life. The iconic dance scene wouldn't have had the same impact without the
driving energy of "Old Time Rock and Roll."



The song's popularity surged after the film's release.
A whole new generation discovered Seger's music thanks to its prominent placement in Risky Business, resulting
in a renewed interest in the classic track and a significant boost in sales.

2. Other Notable Tracks on the Risky Business Soundtrack

Beyond "Old Time Rock and Roll," the Risky Business soundtrack features a
diverse range of tracks.
From the smooth sounds of The Steve Miller Band's "Fly Like an Eagle" to the infectious energy of Journey's
"Separate Ways (Worlds Apart)," the soundtrack showcases a compelling blend of rock and pop styles
perfectly suited to the film's tone.

Tracks like "You Can't Hurry Love" by The Supremes added a touch of
classic soul.
This selection highlights the director's ability to blend musical genres, creating a soundtrack that is both
timeless and specific to its era.

The inclusion of songs by artists like INXS ("Don't Change") showcased
emerging artists of the time.
This selection reflects the soundtrack's ability to blend established artists with up-and-coming talents,
further enriching its overall impact and diversity.

The carefully curated selection of music elevated the film's emotional
impact.
Each song was strategically chosen to enhance the mood and narrative progression, creating a cohesive and
deeply satisfying listening experience.

3. The Soundtrack's Influence on 80s Music

The Risky Business soundtrack significantly impacted the popular music
landscape of the 1980s.
Its success helped to reignite interest in classic rock and introduced a new generation to artists who might
otherwise have been overlooked.

The soundtrack's popularity boosted the careers of various artists.
It created a platform for both well-established and emerging artists, allowing them to reach a much wider
audience.



The film’s soundtrack contributed to the broader cultural embrace of
1980s music.
This solidified the soundtrack's position as a defining feature of the era, representing the sounds and cultural
attitudes of the decade.

4. The Soundtrack's Lasting Legacy

The Risky Business soundtrack remains incredibly popular today.
It continues to be enjoyed by fans of all ages, solidifying its status as a timeless classic and demonstrating
the enduring power of music in film.

Its enduring popularity is a testament to the quality of the music
selections.
The soundtrack's impact continues to be felt, proving that well-chosen music transcends generations and
trends.

The soundtrack's impact transcends the film itself.
It has become a cultural artifact, often referenced in popular culture and discussed for its contributions to
music history.

5. The Role of Music in Filmmaking

The Risky Business soundtrack demonstrates the powerful synergy between
music and film.
The strategic use of music in the film didn't just add ambiance; it enhanced the narrative, emotions, and overall
experience.

Careful music selection can amplify a film's impact.
The songs in Risky Business serve as powerful emotional cues, intensifying the audience's connection to the
story and characters.

Music is a powerful storytelling tool in its own right.
The Risky Business soundtrack is a testament to how carefully chosen music can elevate a movie from good to
great.



Conclusion

The "Risky Business" soundtrack is more than just a collection of songs; it's a cultural phenomenon that has
endured for decades. Its impact on the film, the music industry, and popular culture is undeniable. From the iconic
"Old Time Rock and Roll" to the carefully curated selection of other tracks, the soundtrack perfectly
captures the spirit of the 1980s while remaining relevant and enjoyable today. The film's soundtrack stands as
a brilliant example of how music can enhance and amplify a film's narrative, solidifying its place as a cinematic
classic.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Where can I listen to the Risky Business soundtrack?

A: The Risky Business soundtrack is available on most major music streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple
Music, and YouTube Music, as well as for purchase on digital music stores.

Q: Are all the songs on the soundtrack from the 1980s?

A: While many are from the 1980s, the soundtrack includes a blend of 80s hits and classic rock tracks from
earlier decades, reflecting a deliberate curation strategy.

Q: Did the film's success directly influence the soundtrack's popularity?

A: Yes, absolutely. The film’s huge success introduced the songs to a massive audience, which exponentially
increased the songs' popularity and cemented the soundtrack's place in music history.
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��songs from risky business movie: Risky Business William D. Romanowski, 2017-07-28 The role
of motion pictures in the popularity of rock music became increasingly significant in the latter
twentieth century. Rock music and its interaction with film is the subject of this significant book that
re-examines and extends Serge Denisoff's pioneering observations of this relationship.Prior to
Saturday Night Fever rock music had a limited role in the motion picture business. That movie's
success, and the success of its soundtrack, began to change the silver screen. In 1983, with
Flashdance, the situation drastically evolved and by 1984, ten soundtracks, many in the pop/rock
genre, were certified platinum. Choosing which rock scores to discuss in this book was a challenging
task. The authors made selections from seminal films such as The Graduate, Easy Rider, American
Grafitti, Saturday Night Fever, Help!, and Dirty Dancing. However, many productions of the period
are significant not because of their success, but because of their box office and record store
failures.Risky Business chronicles the interaction of two major mediums of mass culture in the latter
twentieth century. This book is essential for those interested in communications, popular culture,
and social change.
  songs from risky business movie: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Satirical Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  songs from risky business movie: Popular Music and the New Auteur Arved Ashby,



2013-10-30 MTV utterly changed the movies. Since music television arrived some 30 years ago,
music videos have introduced filmmakers to a new creative vocabulary: speeds of events changed,
and performance and mood came to dominate over traditional narrative storytelling. Popular Music
and the New Auteur charts the impact of music videos on seven visionary directors: Martin
Scorsese, Sofia Coppola, David Lynch, Wong Kar-Wai, the Coen brothers, Quentin Tarantino, and
Wes Anderson. These filmmakers demonstrate a fresh kind of cinematic musicality by writing
against pop songs rather than against script, and allowing popular music a determining role in
narrative, imagery, and style. Featuring important new theoretical work by some of the most
provocative writers in the area today, Popular Music and the New Auteur will be required reading
for all who study film music and sound. It will be particularly relevant for readers in popular music
studies, and its intervention in the ongoing debate on auteurism will make it necessary reading in
film studies.
  songs from risky business movie: Music in Film Pauline Reay, 2004 Music in Film:
Soundtracks and Synergy discusses a broad range of films - from classical Hollywood through to
American independents and European art films - and offers a brief history of the development of
music in film from the silent era to the present day. In particular, this book explores how music
operates as a narrative device, and also emotionally and culturally. By focusing on the increasing
synergy between film and music texts, it includes an extended case study of Magnolia as a film script
which developed from a pop song. Emphasis is also placed on the divide between the `high culture'
of the orchestral score and the `low culture' of the pop song.
  songs from risky business movie: 'Grease Is the Word' Oliver Gruner, Peter Krämer,
2019-11-22 Bringing together a group of international scholars from diverse academic backgrounds,
‘Grease Is the Word’ analyses the cultural phenomenon Grease. With essays covering everything
from the film’s production history, political representations and industrial impact to its stars and
reception, the book shines a spotlight on one of Broadway’s and Hollywood’s biggest commercial
successes. By adopting a range of perspectives and drawing on various visual, textual and archival
sources, the contributors maintain a vibrant dialogue throughout, offering a timely reappraisal of a
musical that continues to resonate with fans and commentators the world over.
  songs from risky business movie: The Sounds of Commerce Jeffrey Paul Smith, 1998 A
detailed historical analysis of popular music in American film, from the era of sheet music sales, to
that of orchestrated pop records by Henry Mancini and Ennio Morricone in the 1960s, to the
MTV-ready pop songs that occupy soundtrack CDs of today..
  songs from risky business movie: Rock Music in American Popular Culture II Frank
Hoffmann, B Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, Beulah B Ramirez, 2015-12-22 From “Who Put the Bomp
(in the Bomp, Bomp, Bomp)?” to a list of all song titles containing the word “werewolf,” Rock Music
in American Popular Culture II: More Rock ’n’Roll Resources continues where 1995’s Volume I left
off. Using references and illustrations drawn from contemporary lyrics and supported by historical
and sociological research on popular cultural subjects, this collection of insightful essays and
reviews assesses the involvement of musical imagery in personal issues, in social and political
matters, and in key socialization activities. From marriage and sex to public schools and youth
culture, readers discover how popular culture can be used to explore American values. As Authors B.
Lee Cooper and Wayne S. Haney prove that integrated popular culture is the product of commercial
interaction with public interest and values rather than a random phenomena, they entertainingly and
knowledgeably cover such topics as: answer songs--interchanges involving social events and lyrical
commentaries as explored in response recordings horror films--translations and transformations of
literary images and motion picture figures into popular song characters and tales public
schools--images of formal educational practices and informal learning processes in popular song
lyrics sex--suggestive tales and censorship challenges within the popular music realm
war--examinations of persistent military and home front themes featured in wartime recordings Rock
Music in American Popular Culture II: More Rock ‘n’Roll Resources is nontechnical, written in a
clear and concise fashion, and explores each topic thoroughly, with ample discographic and



bibliographic resources provided for additional research. Arranged alphabetically for quick and easy
reference to specific topics, the book is equally enjoyable to read straight through. Rock music fans,
teachers, popular culture professors, music instructors, public librarians, sound recording archivists,
sociologists, social critics, and journalists can all learn something, as the book shows them the
cross-pollination of music and social life in the United States.
  songs from risky business movie: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Teen Comedy Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  songs from risky business movie: On the Track Fred Karlin, Rayburn Wright, 2013-07-04 On
the Track offers a comprehensive guide to scoring for film and television. Covering all styles and
genres, the authors, both noted film composers, cover everything from the nuts-and-bolts of timing,
cuing, and recording through balancing the composer's aesthetic vision with the needs of the film
itself. Unlike other books that are aimed at the person dreaming of a career, this is truly a guide that
can be used by everyone from students to technically sophisticated professionals. It contains over
100 interviews with noted composers, illustrating the many technical points made through the text.
  songs from risky business movie: The Oxford Handbook of Film Music Studies David
Neumeyer, 2014 The Oxford Handbook of Film Music Studies gathers two dozen original essays that
chart the history and current state of interdisciplinary scholarship on music in audiovisual media,
focusing on four areas: history, genre and medium, analysis and criticism, and interpretation.
  songs from risky business movie: Lifelog Ben Haller, Miriam Bass, Kathleen Hughes, 1990
  songs from risky business movie: The Oxford Handbook of Musical Theatre Screen
Adaptations Dominic McHugh, 2019-06-14 Hollywood's conversion to sound in the 1920s created
an early peak in the film musical, following the immense success of The Jazz Singer. The opportunity
to synchronize moving pictures with a soundtrack suited the musical in particular, since the
heightened experience of song and dance drew attention to the novelty of the technological
development. Until the near-collapse of the genre in the 1960s, the film musical enjoyed around
thirty years of development, as landmarks such as The Wizard of Oz, Meet Me in St Louis, Singin' in
the Rain, and Gigi showed the exciting possibilities of putting musicals on the silver screen. The
Oxford Handbook of Musical Theatre Screen Adaptations traces how the genre of the
stage-to-screen musical has evolved, starting with screen adaptations of operettas such as The
Desert Song and Rio Rita, and looks at how the Hollywood studios in the 1930s exploited the
publication of sheet music as part of their income. Numerous chapters examine specific screen
adaptations in depth, including not only favorites such as Annie and Kiss Me, Kate but also some of
the lesser-known titles like Li'l Abner and Roberta and problematic adaptations such as Carousel and
Paint Your Wagon. Together, the chapters incite lively debates about the process of adapting
Broadway for the big screen and provide models for future studies.
  songs from risky business movie: The Video Generation, 1981-1990 Maryann Janosik, 2006
Chronicles the period in rock music often called the video age, discussing early video pop stars,
punk and underground artists, new wave, heavy metal and glam-metal, women rockers, rap,
humanitarian efforts, and rock music in movies. Also provides a chronology, an A-Z guide to the
period, and lists of top-selling recordings, important albums, and further resources, including print
works, Web sites, films, and museum collections.
  songs from risky business movie: Billboard , 2004-07-03 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  songs from risky business movie: New York , 1991-04
  songs from risky business movie: Why We Make Movies George Alexander, 2003 Directors --
Interviews. 30615000014034.
  songs from risky business movie: English Journal , 1985
  songs from risky business movie: Michigan Academician , 1991
  songs from risky business movie: Popular Music Studies: Select I John Shepherd, 1997



The first authoritative guide to scholarly literature on popular music of the world includes some
8,300 entries covering every non-biographical aspect of the field, including genres, the industry,
social and cultural contexts, musical practices, geographical locations, and theory and method. The
bibliography serves as an announcement of the forthcoming Encyclopedia of Popular Music of the
World. Distributed in the US by Books International. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
  songs from risky business movie: The Journal of Film Music , 2002
  songs from risky business movie: The Family Travel Guide Carole T. Meyers, 1995
  songs from risky business movie: Rock Stars Encyclopedia Dafydd Rees, Luke Crampton,
1999 Presents year-by-year chronologies of influential artists from the past fifty years.
  songs from risky business movie: A Book Based on Guillermo Kuitca , 1993
  songs from risky business movie: Film History , 1990
  songs from risky business movie: Film – An International Bibliography Malte Hagener,
Michael Töteberg, 2002-04-12 Diese kommentierte Bibliographie ist auch im internationalen
Vergleich konkurrenzlos. Sie gibt Wissenschaftler/innen, Studierenden und Journalist/innen
zuverlässig Auskunft über rund 6000 internationale Veröffentlichungen zum Thema Film und
Medien. Vorgestellt werden Publikationen aus folgenden Rubriken: Nachschlagewerke,
Filmgeschichte, Genres, Spezialthemen, Nationale Kinematographien, Theorie/Kritik,
Politik/Wirtschaft/Recht und Fernsehen/Video/Multimedia. Neben aktuellen Titeln - darunter auch
Lexika auf CD-Rom - wird auf historische Standardwerke verwiesen. Der Schwerpunkt liegt auf
deutsch- und englischsprachigen Titeln, erfasst werden aber bei speziellen Themenbereichen auch
Bücher in französischer, italienischer und anderen Sprachen. Den Rubriken vorangestellt ist ein
kurzer Überblick, der den Forschungsstand knapp skizziert. Innerhalb der Rubriken ist die
Anordnung chronologisch. Werke, die mehrere Sachgebiete behandeln, sind durch Querverweise
leicht auffindbar. Bei Titeln, die in überarbeiteter oder erweiterter Form vorliegen bzw. deren
deutsche Ausgabe von der Originalausgabe abweichen, wird die Editionsgeschichte kurz erläutert.
Die durchgängig englischen Kommentare zu den Werken informieren über die Thematik und den
methodischen Ansatz. Bei jedem Titel finden sich Angaben zu Umfang, Abbildungen, Filmographien,
Bibliographien, Registern etc. - Ein internationales Beratergremium unterstützte die Autoren und
gewährleistet die Zuverlässigkeit der Bibliographie.
  songs from risky business movie: TV Guide , 1992
  songs from risky business movie: Celluloid Jukebox Jonathan Romney, Adrian Wootton,
1995-05 In these essays, critics, film-makers and musicians examine the state of pop cinema past,
present and future. The book includes interviews with Quentin Tarantino, David Byrne, Penelope
Spheeris, Ry Cooder and Wim Wenders.
  songs from risky business movie: Warner Bros. 75th Anniversary: The accidental
tourist, theme from , 1998
  songs from risky business movie: The Spectator , 1996
  songs from risky business movie: The New Yorker , 1984
  songs from risky business movie: American Film , 1983
  songs from risky business movie: All You Need to Know about the Music Business Donald S.
Passman, 2006 A guide to the music business and its legal issues provides real-world coverage of a
wide range of topics, including teams of advisors, record deals, songwriting and music publishing,
touring, and merchandising.
  songs from risky business movie: Business Review Weekly , 1990
  songs from risky business movie: Fanfare , 1988
  songs from risky business movie: The Virgin Encyclopedia of Eighties Music Colin Larkin,
1997 Whatever you were doing and listening to during the eighties, THE VIRGIN ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF EIGHTIES MUSIC will bring it all back. All the facts and informed opinions on the artists who
made that decade's musical history are contained in this single volume, distilled from THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POPULAR MUSIC, the world's leading reference on rock and pop history.



  songs from risky business movie: Entertainment Law Reporter , 1984
  songs from risky business movie: Schwann Spectrum Schwann Publications, Schwann
Publications Staff, 1996-11
  songs from risky business movie: Acoustic Graffiti Jonah Zachary Ross, 2003
  songs from risky business movie: India Today , 1993
  songs from risky business movie: American Decades: 1980-1989 Vincent Tompkins, Judith
Baughman, Victor Bondi, Richard Layman, Eric L. Bargeron, James F. Tidd, 1996 Intended as a
reference source for American social history, this volume discusses the people, events and ideas of
the period 1980-1989. After an introductory overview and chronology, subject chapters follow with
subject-specific timelines and alphabetically-arranged entries.
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