
the cactus o henry analysis

The Cactus: An O. Henry Analysis – Unpacking Irony,
Symbolism, and Social Commentary

Introduction:

O. Henry, the master of the surprise ending and poignant social commentary, leaves an indelible
mark with his short story, "The Cactus." More than just a charming anecdote about a misguided gift,
"The Cactus" is a rich tapestry woven with irony, symbolism, and a subtle yet powerful critique of
societal expectations surrounding marriage and courtship. This in-depth analysis will delve into the
story's intricate layers, exploring its themes, characters, and the masterful techniques O. Henry
employs to create a lasting impact on the reader. We'll dissect the narrative's complexities,
examining the significance of the cactus itself, the roles of the characters, and the ultimate message
O. Henry conveys. Get ready to unearth the hidden depths of this seemingly simple tale.

I. The Irony at the Heart of "The Cactus"

O. Henry's signature style is his masterful use of irony, and "The Cactus" is a prime example. The
story's central irony lies in the complete misinterpretation of the cactus as a gift. Truman, the
protagonist, intends the prickly plant as a symbol of his unconventional, honest, and perhaps even
slightly awkward affection for his fiancée. He believes its unique and unpretentious nature reflects
his own personality and his genuine feelings. However, his fiancée, seeing only the outward
appearance of the prickly plant, interprets it as a symbol of his unsuitability as a husband and a lack
of romantic sentiment. This ironic miscommunication drives the narrative's conflict and underscores
the story's central theme: the potential for misinterpretations in human relationships and the
difficulties of genuine self-expression.

Furthermore, the irony extends to the societal expectations surrounding romantic gifts. Truman's
choice reflects his rejection of the conventional, possibly expensive and ostentatious, gifts expected
in courtship. His choice, intended to be unique and heartfelt, backfires spectacularly, highlighting
the absurdity of societal norms and the pressure to conform. This ironic juxtaposition adds depth
and humor to the narrative, making the reader question the validity of societal expectations.

II. Symbolism: The Prickly Cactus as a Metaphor

The cactus itself acts as a powerful symbol throughout the story. It's not just a plant; it's a metaphor
for Truman's character and his relationship with his fiancée. Its prickly exterior represents his
initially awkward and perhaps even slightly insensitive nature. He's not smooth or conventionally
romantic, but his intentions are genuine, just as the cactus, despite its thorns, has a hidden beauty
and resilience.

The cactus also symbolizes the challenges and complexities of love. Just as the cactus requires
careful handling and understanding, so too does a successful relationship. Truman's inability to
communicate his true feelings effectively, represented by his choice of gift, emphasizes the
importance of clear communication and understanding in any relationship. The cactus serves as a



constant reminder of the potential for misunderstanding and misinterpretation that can plague even
the most well-intentioned relationships.

III. Character Analysis: Truman and His Fiancée

Truman is portrayed as a well-meaning but somewhat naive character. He's honest and genuine in
his affection, but lacks the social graces and understanding to express himself effectively. His choice
of the cactus reveals his attempts to express himself authentically, but his failure highlights the
communication gap that exists between him and his fiancée. He is a man of simple means and simple
gestures, and his attempt at romance is rendered disastrous by the lack of shared understanding.

Truman’s fiancée, on the other hand, represents the societal pressures and expectations placed on
women in courtship. Her reaction to the cactus isn't necessarily a reflection of her true feelings but
rather a manifestation of societal conditioning and expectations for romantic gestures. Her
interpretation of the cactus as an insult highlights the restrictive norms she lives under, where
romantic displays are expected to conform to specific, often materialistic, ideals.

IV. Social Commentary: A Critique of Societal Expectations

"The Cactus" offers a subtle yet potent critique of societal expectations surrounding marriage and
courtship. The story implicitly questions the artificiality of romantic gestures, suggesting that true
love cannot be reduced to material possessions or conventional displays of affection. Truman's
rejection of these norms, though inadvertently leading to conflict, emphasizes the importance of
authenticity and self-expression.

The story challenges the prevailing idea that romantic love must conform to rigid social
expectations. It suggests that true love lies in understanding and acceptance, even amidst
misinterpretations and communication breakdowns. The focus on the miscommunication over the
cactus serves as a sharp critique of superficiality and the pressure to conform to societal norms in
relationships.

V. Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of "The Cactus"

"The Cactus" is more than just a humorous anecdote. It is a profound exploration of human
relationships, communication barriers, and the limitations of societal expectations. Through its
masterful use of irony, symbolism, and character development, O. Henry crafts a story that
resonates with readers long after they have finished reading. The story leaves us pondering the
complexities of human connection and the importance of genuine self-expression, even in the face of
potential misinterpretations. The unexpected twist in the ending underscores the subtle yet powerful
message – that true love often lies in understanding, acceptance, and the ability to overcome
miscommunication.

VI. Outline of "The Cactus" Analysis:

Introduction: Briefly introduces O. Henry, "The Cactus," and the analysis's focus.
Irony: Examines the central irony of the cactus as a gift and the societal irony of gift-giving
expectations.
Symbolism: Analyzes the cactus as a metaphor for Truman's character, his relationship, and the
complexities of love.



Character Analysis: Deep dive into the personalities of Truman and his fiancée, highlighting their
motivations and interpretations.
Social Commentary: Explores the story's critique of societal expectations regarding romance and
marriage.
Conclusion: Summarizes the key themes and the lasting impact of the story.

VII. Detailed Explanation of Outline Points (Already covered in the body of the article above).

VIII. FAQs:

What is the central irony in "The Cactus"? The central irony lies in the misinterpretation of the1.
cactus as a gift; Truman’s unconventional gift is misunderstood, highlighting the difficulties of
genuine self-expression.

What does the cactus symbolize in the story? The cactus symbolizes Truman's character, the1.
challenges of love, and the potential for misinterpretations in relationships.

How does O. Henry use irony in "The Cactus"? O. Henry uses situational irony1.
(misunderstanding the gift) and societal irony (critiquing gift-giving expectations) to create
humor and highlight the story's themes.

What is the significance of Truman's character? Truman represents authenticity but lacks1.
communication skills, highlighting the importance of effective self-expression in relationships.

What is the role of Truman's fiancée in the story? She represents societal pressures and1.
expectations placed on women in courtship, showing how norms can influence interpretation
of romantic gestures.

What social commentary does O. Henry offer in "The Cactus"? The story critiques societal1.
expectations of romantic gestures, suggesting true love transcends material possessions and
conforms to individual authenticity.



What is the surprise ending of "The Cactus" and its significance? The surprise comes with the1.
fiancée's newfound appreciation for Truman and the cactus, emphasizing the unexpected
nature of genuine understanding.

What is the overall message of "The Cactus"? The story emphasizes the importance of genuine1.
expression, understanding, and acceptance in relationships, even in the face of communication
barriers.

How does "The Cactus" reflect O. Henry's writing style? The story exemplifies O. Henry's1.
mastery of irony, surprise endings, and poignant social commentary, characteristic of his
work.

IX. Related Articles:

O. Henry's Use of Irony: A Comprehensive Study: An analysis of irony in O. Henry's works1.
across various stories.

Symbolism in O. Henry's Short Stories: A detailed exploration of recurring symbols and their2.
meanings in his narratives.

The Social Commentary of O. Henry: A discussion on the social issues addressed in O. Henry’s3.
writings and their relevance today.

Character Analysis of O. Henry's Protagonists: Exploring the common traits and complexities4.
of characters found in O. Henry's stories.

The Surprise Ending: O. Henry's Masterpiece: A close look at O. Henry’s signature twist5.
endings and their effectiveness.

Comparing and Contrasting O. Henry's Stories: A comparative analysis of different O. Henry6.
stories, identifying similarities and differences in theme and style.

O. Henry's Impact on American Literature: Assessing the literary significance and lasting7.
influence of O. Henry's work on American writing.

The Gift-Giving Tradition in Literature: A broader look at the theme of gifts and their symbolic8.
importance in different literary works.

Interpreting Literary Symbolism: A Practical Guide: A guide explaining how to understand and9.
analyze symbolic elements in literature.



  the cactus o henry analysis: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift of the Magi is
a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband and wife and
how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little
money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular for
adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Unfinished Story O.Henry, 2022-07-29 An Unfinished Story by O.
Henry focuses on the life of Dulcie, a shop girl, and on the way shop girls in general must live on
their small salaries. O. Henry's short stories are well known for their wit, wordplay, warm
characterization and clever twist endings.
  the cactus o henry analysis: A Service of Love O. Henry, 2016 Delia and Jim are poor, but
newly married and in love. They both want to be great in Art, but don't have enough money for their
lessons. They want to support each other's dreams. They both secretly take action.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Pendulum O. Henry, 2020-08-26 You lose something. And
only then you appreciate it. John Perkins has a peaceful and lovely life with his wife Katy. They live
in a seeming harmony. However things turn upside down when one evening John comes home only
to find it empty. Why is Katy gone? What has happened? John realizes how many important things he
has lost, the most important of all – his precious Katy. Only if she could come back. Everything would
be different and John would value her so much more. But will he actually? The Pendulum swings
back and forth. It is up to John to grab the moment and appreciate it. Because some things cannot be
reversed and only the regret is left. William Sidney Porter (1862-1919), known simply as O. Henry,
was a prolific American author of humorous literary pieces. His fame came exceptionally quickly and
he became a bestselling author of short story collections, among the most famous being Cabbages
and Kings, The Voice of the City, and Strictly Business. As a result of the outstanding literature
legacy that O. Henry left behind, there is an American annual award after his name, given to
exceptional short stories.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus Dusti Bowling,
2017-09-05 “Aven is a perky, hilarious, and inspiring protagonist whose attitude and humor will
linger even after the last page has turned.” —School Library Journal (Starred review) Aven Green
loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania,
but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach
Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing
that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. Her new life takes an unexpected turn
when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and
they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have
imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to
discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. Autumn 2017 Kids’ Indie Next Pick Junior Library
Guild Selection Library of Congress's 52 Great Reads List 2018
  the cactus o henry analysis: Old Monarch Courtney Marie Andrews, 2021-04-06 Some people
are like monarch butterflies—solitary by nature, on a passionate search for somewhere. Critically
acclaimed songwriter Courtney Marie Andrews presents her first poetry collection. This poetry
collection reads like a transformation, me, the narrator, being the figurative Old Monarch.
Documenting this journey, the book is separated into three sections, Sonoran Milkweed, Longing In
Flight, and Eucalyptus Tree (My Arrival to Rest). In the first stage of my journey, I explore my
childhood in Arizona, and the naive assumptions of youth. At this stage in my journey, I am
impressionable, seeing the world with all its nuances for the first time. Through the landscape of the
Sonoran Desert, I explore some dark family dynamics and what a child sees. Several characters turn
up in the early poems including my cowboy grandpa, and the single mother who raised me, despite
many forthcomings. The early poems also explore my desire to see a brighter world of possibility
beyond the dusty desert island, and see humans more clearly within the confounds of discovery. In
the second stage, I have left home. I am falling in love for the first time, as I become a young woman.
Finally, the last stage is the old monarch's arrival to the garden. There are a lot of metaphysical and



philosophical poems in this section. I arrive at the figurative garden, and I finally understand the
journey at the edge of my life. There are a lot of poems in the context of a garden here, accepting
mortality and the ever-changing world. These are meant to be wise old woman poems.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Green Door O.Henry, 2022-07-29 The Green Door offers O.
Henry's clever story about fate, romanticism and finding the right door of opportunity. In the story, a
young salesman taking an evening stroll in New York City is handed a card which bears the
mysterious handwritten words The Green Door. Guided by the spirit of adventure, he finds a green
door to an apartment in a dimly-lit hallway. His knock is answered by a girl living in extreme
poverty. Before the evening is over, he comes to believe it was fate that brought them together. O.
Henry's short stories are well known for their wit, wordplay, warm characterization and clever twist
endings.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Trimmed Lamp O. Henry, 1907
  the cactus o henry analysis: Tropical Trees and Forests F. Halle, R.A.A. Oldeman, P.B.
Tomlinson, 2012-12-06
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Furnished Room O. Henry, 2020-08-26 The Furnished
Room is a short story about love and dedication, about exhaustion and despair. A young man is in
search for a girl he fell in love with. He rents a room near the theaters where she is to be seen and
he devotes his days to the dream of finding her. When all of a sudden the sweet fragrance of her
perfume fills his room ... Is he finally blessed with success? Or this is an evil ghost from the past?
Will he get to embrace the girl he loves or she will drag him to the verge of sanity? William Sydney
Porter, better known as O. Henry, was an American writer who lived in the late 19th century. He
gains wide popularity with his short stories which often take place either in New York or some small
American towns. The plot twists and the surprise endings are a typical and integral part of O.
Henry’s short stories. Some of his best known works are The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the
Anthem, A Retrieved Reformation. His stories often deal with ordinary people and the individual
aspects of life. As a result of the outstanding literature legacy that O. Henry left behind, there is an
American annual award after his name, given to exceptional short stories.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Christmas at Cold Comfort Farm Stella Gibbons, 2011-11-29
Available for the first time since its original publication more than fifty years ago, Christmas at Cold
Comfort Farm is a charming collection whose hilarious title story features Christmas dinner with the
Starkadders before Flora's arrival. With Adam playing Santa while draped in Mrs. Starkadders's
shawls, the family shares their traditional Christmas pudding-a mélange containing random objects
of doom foretelling the coming year: a coffin nail for death, a bad sixpence for financial ruin, and a
menthol cone to indicate that the lucky recipient will go blind wi' headache. These lively tales will
delight anyone who loves Stella Gibbons and her signature wit.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Unconventional Warfare (Special Forces, Book 1) Chris
Lynch, 2018-11-27 All the sizzle, chaos, noise and scariness of war is clay in the hands of ace
storyteller Lynch. -- Kirkus Reviews for the World War II series Discover the secret missions behind
America's greatest conflicts.Danny Manion has been fighting his entire life. Sometimes with his fists.
Sometimes with his words. But when his actions finally land him in real trouble, he can't fight the
judge who offers him a choice: jail... or the army.Turns out there's a perfect place for him in the US
military: the Studies and Observation Group (SOG), an elite volunteer-only task force comprised of
US Air Force Commandos, Army Green Berets, Navy SEALS, and even a CIA agent or two. With the
SOG's focus on covert action and psychological warfare, Danny is guaranteed an unusual tour of
duty, and a hugely dangerous one. Fortunately, the very same qualities that got him in trouble at
home make him a natural-born commando in a secret war. Even if almost nobody knows he's
there.National Book Award finalist Chris Lynch begins a new, explosive fiction series based on the
real-life, top-secret history of US black ops.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 1772
  the cactus o henry analysis: Home Remedies Xuan Juliana Wang, 2019-05-14 A FINALIST
FOR THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY YOUNG LIONS FICTION AWARD • SHORTLISTED FOR



THE PEN/ROBERT W. BINGHAM PRIZE FOR DEBUT SHORT STORY COLLECTION • WINNER OF
THE CALIFORNIA BOOK AWARDS GOLD MEDAL IN FIRST FICTION • WINNER OF THE JOHN
ZACHARIS FIRST BOOK AWARD • LONGLISTED FOR THE STORY PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY LIBRARY JOURNAL “An urgent and necessary literary
voice.”—Alexander Chee, Electric Literature “Tough, luminous stories.”—The New York Times Book
Review “Spectacular.”—Vogue Xuan Juliana Wang's remarkable debut introduces us to the new and
changing face of Chinese youth. From fuerdai (second-generation rich kids) to a glass-swallowing
qigong grandmaster, her dazzling, formally inventive stories upend the immigrant narrative to
reveal a new experience of belonging: of young people testing the limits of who they are, in a world
as vast and varied as their ambitions. In stories of love, family, and friendship, here are the voices,
faces and stories of a new generation never before captured between the pages in fiction. What sets
them apart is Juliana Wang’s surprising imagination, able to capture the innermost thoughts of her
characters with astonishing empathy, as well as the contradictions of the modern immigrant
experience in a way that feels almost universal. Home Remedies is, in the words of Alexander Chee,
“the arrival of an urgent and necessary literary voice we’ve been needing, waiting for maybe,
without knowing.” Praise for Home Remedies “A radiant new talent.”—Lauren Groff “These dazzling
stories interrogate the fractures, collisions and glorious new alloys of what it means to be a Chinese
millennial.”—Adam Johnson, author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Orphan Master’s Son “Home
Remedies doesn’t read like a first collection; like Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies, the twelve
stories here announce the arrival of an exciting, electric new voice.”—Financial Times “Stylistically
ambitious in a way rarely seen in prose fiction . . . Writing like this will never stop enlightening us.
[Wang’s] voice comes to us from the edge of a new world.”—Los Angeles Review of Books
  the cactus o henry analysis: Lunch with Lenin and Other Stories Deborah Ellis, 2008 A
collection of short stories that explore the lives of teenagers affected directly or indirectly by drugs.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Wild Horses Dick Francis, 2008-05-06 From acclaimed master of
mystery Dick Francis comes a thrilling novel about the illusion of film and the reality of murder—a
New York Times notable book. Thomas Lyon has finally been given the chance to direct a potential
blockbuster, based on the true story of an unsolved crime that rocked the horseracing world
twenty-six years ago. But a cryptic deathbed confession, an assault on an elderly woman, and a
frightening threat lead Lyon to pick up the thread of this unfinished tale—and follow it through to its
perilous end...
  the cactus o henry analysis: Cabbages and Kings O. Henry, 2017-07-02 A series of stories
which each explore some individual aspect of life in a paralytically sleepy Central American town
while each advancing some aspect of the larger plot and relating back one to another in a complex
structure which slowly explicates its own background even as it painstakingly erects a town which is
one of the most detailed literary creations of the period.In this book, O. Henry coined the term
banana republic. Set in a fictitious Central American country called the Republic of Anchuria, this is
a classic tale that has been loved by many for generations, a great addition to the collection. William
Sydney Porter (September 11, 1862 - June 5, 1910), known by his pen name O. Henry, was an
American short story writer. O. Henry's short stories are known for their surprise endings. He was
born in Greensboro, North Carolina. He changed the spelling of his middle name to Sydney in 1898.
Get Your Copy Now.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Memoirs of a Yellow Dog O.Henry, 2022-07-29 The story is
narrated by a yellow dog who lives in New York. The yellow dog recounts his life, his owners, and his
love for his master (and his dislike for his master’s wife). Man and dog really do have a stronger
bond in this story than man and wife, and ‘Memoirs of a Yellow Dog’ is a classic short story about
our four-legged friends. O. Henry's short stories are well known for their wit, wordplay, warm
characterization and clever twist endings.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Boys of Alabama: A Novel Genevieve Hudson, 2020-05-19 A
“soul-stirring debut,” Boys of Alabama tells the “bewitching” (Michelle Hart, O, The Oprah
Magazine) tale of sixteen-year-old Max’s first year in America. “Daring, unusual . . . and startlingly



fresh” (Don Noble, Alabama Public Radio), Boys of Alabama announced Genevieve Hudson’s place in
the canon of the southern gothic alongside Donna Tartt and Harper Lee. Newly arrived in Alabama,
Max falls in love, questions his faith, and navigates a strange power. Although his German parents
don’t know what to make of a South pining for the past, shy Max thrives after being taken in by the
football team. But when he meets fishnet-wearing Pan in physics class, they embark on a quixotic,
consuming relationship. Writing in “prose that is always imaginative and sensual” (Sarah Neilson,
Believer), Hudson offers a complex portrait of masculinity, religion, immigration, and the adolescent
pressures that require total conformity.
  the cactus o henry analysis: King of the Wind Marguerite Henry, 2001-06 Born in the
stables of the Sultan of Morocco, an Arabian stallion named Sham is taken to England, along with
the loyal yet mute Arab stable boy who tends to him, and becomes one of the founding sires of the
Thoroughbred breed.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Foreshadowing Marcus Sedgwick, 2007-12-18 It is 1915 and
the First World War has only just begun. 17 year old Sasha is a well-to-do, sheltered-English girl.
Just as her brother Thomas longs to be a doctor, she wants to nurse, yet girls of her class don't do
that kind of work. But as the war begins and the hospitals fill with young soldiers, she gets a chance
to help. But working in the hospital confirms what Sasha has suspected--she can see when someone
is going to die. Her premonitions show her the brutal horrors on the battlefields of the Somme, and
the faces of the soldiers who will die. And one of them is her brother Thomas. Pretending to be a real
nurse, Sasha goes behind the front lines searching for Thomas, risking her own life as she races to
find him, and somehow prevent his death.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly ordinary village
participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Kingdom Animalia Aracelis Girmay, 2011-09-20 The poems in this
highly anticipated second book are elegiac poems, as concerned with honoring our dead as they are
with praising the living. Through Aracelis Girmay's lens, everything is animal: the sea, a jukebox, the
desert. In these poems, everything possesses a system of desire, hunger, a set of teeth, and
language. These are poems about what is both difficult and beautiful about our time here on earth.
Aracelis Girmay's debut collection won the Great Lakes Colleges Association New Writers Award. A
Cave Canem Fellow, she is on the faculty at Drew University and Hampshire College. She lives in
Brooklyn, New York.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Princess and the Puma O Henry, 2018-02-14 The Princess
and the Puma, is based on a man who pretends to be a hero. Rip givens is smitten with the princess
Josefa. He vows to marry her. One night, Givens was camping out at White Horse Crossing. He hears
a ferocious noise and moments later he sees his Josefa drinking water from a nearby water hole...
  the cactus o henry analysis: Full of Beans Jennifer L. Holm, 2016-08-30 Winner of the Scott
O'Dell Award Five Starred Reviews! A New York Public Library Best Book for Kids, 2016 Grown-ups
lie. That’s one truth Beans knows for sure. He and his gang know how to spot a whopper a mile
away, because they are the savviest bunch of barefoot conchs (that means “locals”) in all of Key
West. Not that Beans really minds; it’s 1934, the middle of the Great Depression. With no jobs on the
island, and no money anywhere, who can really blame the grown-ups for telling a few tales? Besides,
Beans isn’t anyone’s fool. In fact, he has plans. Big plans. And the consequences might surprise even
Beans himself. Return to the wonderful world of Newbery Honor Book Turtle in Paradise through the
eyes of Turtle’s cousin Beans! A surprising coming-of-age story with a remarkably honest message.
—The New York Times [Holm] captures this colorful slice of Depression history with her usual
vivacious wit. . . . Children will love Beans. —Shelf Awareness, Starred A novel as entertaining as the
motion pictures [Beans] loves to see.—The Horn Book Magazine, Starred “Inspired by actual events,
Holm’s talent for writing historical fiction is on full display. . . . Interesting family and small-town
dynamics further enrich this fascinating account of a young boy’s life in Florida’s ‘Recovery Key.’”
—Booklist, Starred Filled with humor, heart, and warmth. —Kirkus Review, Starred Entertaining and
illuminating historical fiction. —Publishers Weekly, Starred



  the cactus o henry analysis: Once Upon a River Diane Setterfield, 2019-07-02 From the
instant #1 New York Times bestselling author of the “eerie and fascinating” (USA TODAY) The
Thirteenth Tale comes a “swift and entrancing, profound and beautiful” (Madeline Miller,
internationally bestselling author of Circe) novel about how we explain the world to ourselves,
ourselves to others, and the meaning of our lives in a universe that remains impenetrably
mysterious. On a dark midwinter’s night in an ancient inn on the river Thames, an extraordinary
event takes place. The regulars are telling stories to while away the dark hours, when the door
bursts open on a grievously wounded stranger. In his arms is the lifeless body of a small child. Hours
later, the girl stirs, takes a breath and returns to life. Is it a miracle? Is it magic? Or can science
provide an explanation? These questions have many answers, some of them quite dark indeed. Those
who dwell on the river bank apply all their ingenuity to solving the puzzle of the girl who died and
lived again, yet as the days pass the mystery only deepens. The child herself is mute and unable to
answer the essential questions: Who is she? Where did she come from? And to whom does she
belong? But answers proliferate nonetheless. Three families are keen to claim her. A wealthy young
mother knows the girl is her kidnapped daughter, missing for two years. A farming family reeling
from the discovery of their son’s secret liaison stand ready to welcome their granddaughter. The
parson’s housekeeper, humble and isolated, sees in the child the image of her younger sister. But
the return of a lost child is not without complications and no matter how heartbreaking the past
losses, no matter how precious the child herself, this girl cannot be everyone’s. Each family has
mysteries of its own, and many secrets must be revealed before the girl’s identity can be known.
Once Upon a River is a glorious tapestry of a book that combines folklore and science, magic and
myth. Suspenseful, romantic, and richly atmospheric, this is “a beguiling tale, full of twists and turns
like the river at its heart, and just as rich and intriguing” (M.L. Stedman, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Light Between Oceans).
  the cactus o henry analysis: The New Wilderness Diane Cook, 2020-08-11 A Washington Post,
NPR, and Buzzfeed Best Book of the Year • Shortlisted for the Booker Prize “More than timely, the
novel feels timeless, solid, like a forgotten classic recently resurfaced — a brutal, beguiling fairy tale
about humanity. But at its core, The New Wilderness is really about motherhood, and about the
world we make (or unmake) for our children.” — Washington Post 5 of 5 stars. Gripping, fierce,
terrifying examination of what people are capable of when they want to survive in both the best and
worst ways. Loved this.— Roxane Gay via Twitter Margaret Atwood meets Miranda July in this wildly
imaginative debut novel of a mother's battle to save her daughter in a world ravaged by climate
change; A prescient and suspenseful book from the author of the acclaimed story collection, Man V.
Nature. Bea’s five-year-old daughter, Agnes, is slowly wasting away, consumed by the smog and
pollution of the overdeveloped metropolis that most of the population now calls home. If they stay in
the city, Agnes will die. There is only one alternative: the Wilderness State, the last swath of
untouched, protected land, where people have always been forbidden. Until now. Bea, Agnes, and
eighteen others volunteer to live in the Wilderness State, guinea pigs in an experiment to see if
humans can exist in nature without destroying it. Living as nomadic hunter-gatherers, they slowly
and painfully learn to survive in an unpredictable, dangerous land, bickering and battling for power
and control as they betray and save one another. But as Agnes embraces the wild freedom of this
new existence, Bea realizes that saving her daughter’s life means losing her in a different way. The
farther they get from civilization, the more their bond is tested in astonishing and heartbreaking
ways. At once a blazing lament of our contempt for nature and a deeply humane portrayal of
motherhood and what it means to be human, The New Wilderness is an extraordinary novel from a
one-of-a-kind literary force.
  the cactus o henry analysis: True Grit Charles Portis, 2010-11-05 #1 New York Times
bestseller “An epic and a legend” —Washington Post “Quite simply, an American masterpiece.”
—Boston Globe “The dialogue in True Grit is exquisite.” —David Mamet “Charles Portis had a
wonderful talent—original, quirky, exciting.” —Larry McMurtry Charles Portis has long been
acclaimed as one of America’s most enduring and incomparable literary voices, and his novels have



left an indelible mark on the American canon. True Grit, his most famous novel, was first published
in 1968, and has garnered critical acclaim as well as enthusiastic praise from countless passionate
fans for more than fifty years. This story of danger and adventure in the old west became the basis
for two award-winning films, the first starring John Wayne, in his only Oscar-winning role, as
Marshall Rooster Cogburn, and the widely praised remake by the Coen brothers, starring Jeff
Bridges. True Grit tells the story of Mattie Ross, who is just fourteen when the coward Tom Chaney
shoots her father in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and robs him of his life, his horse, and $150 cash. Filled
with an unwavering urge to avenge her father’s blood, Mattie finds and, after some tenacious
finagling, enlists one-eyed Rooster Cogburn, the meanest available US Marshal, as her partner in
pursuit, and they head off into Indian Territory after the killer. True Grit is essential reading. Not
just a classic Western, but an undeniable classic of American literature as eccentric, cool, funny, and
unflinching as Mattie Ross herself. For fans of either the John Wayne classic or the more recent
Coen brothers’ movie, it’s a chance to relive the story of Mattie and Rooster and experience their
story as it was originally told. For fans of taut, funny storytelling, it will be a joy to experience in its
original form. This edition includes an afterword by bestselling author Donna Tartt (The Secret
History and The Goldfinch) and a reading group guide.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Inadequate Equilibria (Draft Version) Eliezer Yudkowsky,
2017-11-16
  the cactus o henry analysis: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster Wallace,
2009-09-24 In this thought-provoking and playful short story collection, David Foster Wallace
nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Wallace's stories
present a world where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in
many guises. Among the stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a dazzling and blackly humorous
portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World,' which reveals a woman's agonized consideration
of her confusing sexual relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men,' a
dark, hilarious series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of their relations with women.
Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising, and the illuminating from
every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a perfect introduction for new
readers.
  the cactus o henry analysis: His Perfect Wife Natasha Bell, 2019-03-21 '2018'S MOST
GRIPPING PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER' Stylist ALEXANDRA IS MISSING Her husband is certain
she's alive, but the police are looking for a body. He won't stop looking, but he won't like what he
discovers. And he certainly won't recognise his own wife . . . ___________ 'Fresh. . . fascinating'
Sunday Times 'An astutely written, complex debut . . . even seasoned genre aficionados will be
surprised' Guardian 'So refreshing. A thriller, a page-turner, thoughtful and thought-provoking'
Sabine Durrant, bestselling author of Lie With Me 'Cunning . . . Will have your brain working in
overdrive as you try to second guess the ingenious plot' Sunday Express Previously published as
Exhibit Alexandra
  the cactus o henry analysis: Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant Anne Tyler, 2013 Pearl Tull is
the matriarchal head of the Tull family since being abandoned by her husband Beck 35 years ago.
She was left to bring up their three children.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Place's Fault Philip Hobsbaum, 1964
  the cactus o henry analysis: Brown Album Porochista Khakpour, 2020-05-19 From the
much-acclaimed novelist and essayist, a beautifully rendered, poignant collection of personal essays,
chronicling immigrant and Iranian-American life in our contemporary moment. Novelist Porochista
Khakpour's family moved to Los Angeles after fleeing the Iranian Revolution, giving up their
successes only to be greeted by an alienating culture. Growing up as an immigrant in America
means that one has to make one's way through a confusing tangle of conflicting cultures and
expectations. And Porochista is pulled between the glitzy culture of Tehrangeles, an enclave of
wealthy Iranians and Persians in LA, her own family's modest life and culture, and becoming an
assimilated American. Porochista rebels--she bleaches her hair and flees to the East Coast, where



she finds her community: other people writing and thinking at the fringes. But, 9/11 happens and
with horror, Porochista watches from her apartment window as the towers fall. Extremism and fear
of the Middle East rises in the aftermath and then again with the election of Donald Trump.
Porochista is forced to finally grapple with what it means to be Middle-Eastern and Iranian, an
immigrant, and a refugee in our country today. Brown Album is a stirring collection of essays, at
times humorous and at times profound, drawn from more than a decade of Porochista's work and
with new material included. Altogether, it reveals the tolls that immigrant life in this country can
take on a person and the joys that life can give.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Doors of Perception and Heaven and Hell Aldous Huxley,
2017-03-22 Two great classics come to life in one of the most loved books in American History.
Remastered to include Illustrated exercises, a biography of Aldous Huxley, and including the full
essay of Heaven and Hell, and The Doors to Perception, this book is a great gift to those who are
unfamiliar with his work, or may have forgotten about Huxley's famous contemplations of life and
death. - ZKBS(c) All Rights Reserved.
  the cactus o henry analysis: O. Henry's Short Stories O. Henry, 1968 The Last Leaf, the Gift
of the Magi, the Green Door, Roads of Destiny, the Ransom of Red Chief, Sound and Fury, the
Handbook of Hymen, the Halberdier of the Little Rheinschloss, the Defeat of the City, After Twenty
Years, a Retrieved Reformation, Friends in San Rosario, One Dollar's Worth, a Ramble in Aphasia,
the Poet and the Peasant, the Robe of Peace-each story complete and unabridged.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Homeschooling the Heart Kim Cordonnier, 2015-07-30
Homeschooling the Heart is a guide for introducing the great adventure of understanding virtue.
From kindness to vigilance, each subject is presented for thorough exploration, yet with enough
versatility to fit your schedule. The study gently introduces each topic with an accessible
explanation, Scripture, and story references. It then goes on to challenge the mature thinker to
apply these principles to the real world with exercises and thought-provoking questions. Packed with
Biblical truth, it opens up opportunities for honest discussion of vital issues with all your children.
  the cactus o henry analysis: Proofreading, Revising & Editing Skills Success in 20
Minutes a Day Brady Smith, 2017 In this eBook, you'll learn the principles of grammar and how to
manipulate your words until they're just right. Strengthen your revising and editing skills and
become a clear and consistent writer. --
  the cactus o henry analysis: Lobster Boat Brenda Z. Guiberson, 1993 Tommy spends the day
on a lobster boat helping Uncle Russ tend the traps, set bait, pull up the traps, and sell their catch.
  the cactus o henry analysis: The Hunting of the Snark Lewis Carroll, 1936
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