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The Exorcist Novel Analysis: A Deep Dive into William Peter
Blatty's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Are you ready to delve into the chilling depths of William Peter Blatty's The Exorcist? This isn't just
another horror story; it's a complex exploration of faith, doubt, good versus evil, and the enduring power of
belief. This comprehensive analysis will dissect the novel's key themes, examine its masterful character
development, and uncover the subtle nuances that make it a literary landmark and a chillingly effective
exploration of the human condition. We'll explore the psychological and spiritual dimensions, the impact of
the novel's shocking content, and its lasting legacy on popular culture. Prepare to be unsettled, challenged,
and ultimately, captivated by this in-depth exploration of The Exorcist.

I. The Power of Suggestion and Psychological Horror:

The Exorcist masterfully utilizes psychological horror to build suspense and terror. Blatty avoids relying
solely on graphic depictions of demonic possession; instead, he creates a slow burn of escalating unease. The
subtle changes in Regan's behavior – the initial irritability, the escalating profanity, the bizarre physical
manifestations – are gradually revealed, building a sense of dread and uncertainty. This approach is far
more effective than outright shock tactics, leaving the reader constantly questioning the nature of Regan's
affliction and the reality of the demonic presence. Blatty skillfully utilizes the unreliable narrator
perspective, blurring the lines between reality and hallucination, further intensifying the psychological
impact on the reader. The ambiguity surrounding the events allows for multiple interpretations, enhancing
the overall unsettling effect. The gradual unveiling of the demonic presence creates a creeping dread that
lingers long after the book is finished.

II. Faith, Doubt, and the Battle for Regan's Soul:

Central to the novel's narrative is the conflict between faith and doubt. Father Damien Karras, a priest
struggling with his faith, grapples with the reality of demonic possession and the limitations of his own
belief. His personal crisis mirrors the larger spiritual battle playing out in Regan's body. The novel doesn't
offer easy answers; instead, it presents a nuanced portrayal of faith as a complex and often agonizing
journey. The clash between Karras's scientific skepticism and his growing acceptance of the supernatural is
central to the narrative's emotional core. His internal struggle reflects the broader societal struggle to
reconcile faith with reason, particularly in the context of a seemingly inexplicable phenomenon like
demonic possession. This internal conflict adds depth and complexity to the narrative, transcending the
simple good versus evil dichotomy often found in horror fiction.



III. The Depiction of Evil and the Nature of Demonic Possession:

Blatty's depiction of evil in The Exorcist is far from simplistic. Pazuzu, the demon possessing Regan, is not
merely a force of pure malevolence; he's cunning, manipulative, and capable of exploiting human
vulnerabilities. The demon's dialogue is profane, disturbing, and often laced with dark humor. This
portrayal moves beyond typical horror tropes, creating a more complex and unsettling antagonist. The
novel explores the insidious nature of evil, its ability to corrupt and destroy, and its capacity to infiltrate
even the most devout individuals. The possession itself is not just a physical takeover but a psychological
and spiritual invasion, corrupting Regan's personality and pushing her to the brink of destruction. The
detailed portrayal of the demonic possession highlights the destructive potential of unchecked evil and the
importance of faith and spiritual strength in confronting it.

IV. Character Development and Relationships:

The characters in The Exorcist are deeply flawed and relatable. Regan's transformation from a cheerful
young girl to a foul-mouthed, violent entity is heartbreaking and disturbing. Chris MacNeil, Regan's
mother, is portrayed as a strong yet vulnerable woman grappling with the unimaginable horror of her
daughter's possession. Father Karras, a man wrestling with his faith, demonstrates the internal struggle
many face when confronting seemingly inexplicable events. The relationship between Chris and Karras
evolves from initial distrust to a complex bond forged in shared adversity. Their connection underscores
the importance of human compassion and solidarity in the face of overwhelming fear. The characters' flaws
and vulnerabilities make them believable and relatable, enhancing the emotional impact of the narrative.

V. The Novel's Lasting Impact and Cultural Significance:

The Exorcist transcended its genre to become a cultural phenomenon. The novel's exploration of faith,
doubt, and the nature of evil resonated deeply with readers, prompting widespread discussion and debate.
Its impact on horror literature and film is undeniable, influencing countless works that followed. The
novel's shocking content and its unflinching portrayal of demonic possession challenged societal norms and
sparked controversies. Despite these controversies, the novel's enduring popularity speaks to its power and
its ability to provoke thought and discussion. Its lasting impact is a testament to Blatty's masterful
storytelling and his ability to tackle complex themes with chilling effectiveness.

VI. A Detailed Outline of The Exorcist Novel Analysis:

Name: A Comprehensive Analysis of The Exorcist: Exploring Themes, Characters, and Literary
Techniques

Outline:



Introduction: Brief overview of The Exorcist and the scope of the analysis.
Chapter 1: Psychological Horror and the Power of Suggestion: Examining Blatty's use of psychological
techniques to create suspense and dread.
Chapter 2: The Struggle of Faith and Doubt: Analyzing the internal conflicts of Father Karras and the
broader themes of faith versus reason.
Chapter 3: The Nature of Evil and Demonic Possession: A closer look at Pazuzu and the depiction of evil in
the novel.
Chapter 4: Character Development and Relationships: In-depth analysis of Regan, Chris MacNeil, and
Father Karras, focusing on their relationships and personal journeys.
Chapter 5: The Novel's Lasting Impact and Cultural Significance: Discussing the novel's influence on
literature, film, and society.
Conclusion: Summarizing key findings and reflecting on the lasting power of The Exorcist.

(Each chapter outlined above would then be expanded into a detailed section, as exemplified in the body of
this article.)

VII. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Is The Exorcist a purely horror novel, or does it explore deeper themes? While undeniably a horror1.
novel, The Exorcist delves into complex themes of faith, doubt, and the nature of evil.

How does Blatty build suspense in The Exorcist? Blatty masterfully uses psychological horror,1.
gradually revealing the demonic possession rather than relying on shock tactics.

What is the significance of Father Karras's character? Karras represents the internal struggle1.
between faith and doubt, mirroring the broader societal conflict.

How does the novel depict evil? Pazuzu is presented not as pure malevolence, but as cunning and1.
manipulative, exploiting human weaknesses.



What is the role of Regan's mother, Chris MacNeil? Chris is a strong, yet vulnerable woman who1.
fights to save her daughter, embodying maternal strength and resilience.

What is the lasting impact of The Exorcist? The novel's impact on horror literature and film is1.
undeniable, and it sparked widespread discussion on faith and the nature of evil.

Is The Exorcist suitable for all readers? Due to its mature themes and disturbing content, The1.
Exorcist is not recommended for younger or sensitive readers.

How does The Exorcist compare to other horror novels? It stands out for its exploration of1.
psychological horror and its deep dive into complex theological and philosophical questions.

What makes The Exorcist a literary landmark? Its masterful storytelling, complex characters, and1.
exploration of profound themes cement its place as a literary landmark in the horror genre.

VIII. Related Articles:

The Psychological Impact of The Exorcist: An analysis focusing on the psychological techniques used1.
to create suspense and terror.

Faith vs. Reason in The Exorcist: A deep dive into the novel's exploration of faith, doubt, and the2.
conflict between scientific reasoning and religious belief.

Pazuzu and the Depiction of Evil in The Exorcist: Examining the portrayal of the demon and the3.
nature of evil in the novel.

Character Development in The Exorcist: A detailed look at the character arcs of Regan, Chris, and4.
Karras.

The Exorcist and the Catholic Church: An exploration of the novel’s depiction of Catholicism and its5.



response to the book.

The Legacy of The Exorcist in Popular Culture: A discussion of the novel's influence on film,6.
television, and other media.

Comparing The Exorcist Novel to the Film Adaptation: A comparative analysis of the two versions.7.

The Exorcist and the History of Exorcism: Exploring the historical context and the novel's portrayal8.
of exorcism rituals.

The Ethical Implications of The Exorcist: A discussion of the ethical and moral considerations raised9.
by the novel's themes and content.

  the exorcist novel analysis: The Exorcist William Peter Blatty, 2010-01-26 Father Damien
Karras: 'Where is Regan?' Regan MacNeil: 'In here. With us.' The terror begins unobtrusively. Noises
in the attic. In the child's room, an odd smell, the displacement of furniture, an icy chill. At first, easy
explanations are offered. Then frightening changes begin to appear in eleven-year-old Regan.
Medical tests fail to shed any light on her symptoms, but it is as if a different personality has invaded
her body. Father Damien Karras, a Jesuit priest, is called in. Is it possible that a demonic presence
has possessed the child? Exorcism seems to be the only answer... First published in 1971, The
Exorcist became a literary phenomenon and inspired one of the most shocking films ever made. This
edition, polished and expanded by the author, includes new dialogue, a new character and a chilling
new extended scene, provides an unforgettable reading experience that has lost none of its power to
shock and continues to thrill and terrify new readers.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Penpal Dathan Auerbach, 2012-07
  the exorcist novel analysis: My Best Friend's Exorcism Grady Hendrix, 2016-05-17 Soon to
be a major motion picture. This ENHANCED DIGITAL EDITION features TONS of TOTALLY
AWESOME ’80s bonus materials—including Satanic Panic educational pamphlets, a do-it-yourself
exorcism cheat sheet, a Spotify playlist of awesome ’80s tunes, animated cover artwork, and much
more! From the New York Times best-selling author of The Southern Book Club's Guide to Slaying
Vampires, this unholy hybrid of Beaches and The Exorcist blends teen angst and unspeakable
horrors into a pulse-pounding supernatural thriller. The year is 1988. High school sophomores Abby
and Gretchen have been best friends since fourth grade. But after an evening of skinny-dipping goes
disastrously wrong, Gretchen begins to act…different. She’s moody. She’s irritable. And bizarre
incidents keep happening whenever she’s nearby. Abby’s investigation leads her to some startling
discoveries—and by the time their story reaches its terrifying conclusion, the fate of Abby and
Gretchen will be determined by a single question: Is their friendship powerful enough to beat the
devil?
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Exorcist Danel Olson, 2011 Massive new book on The Exorcist
covers every aspect of production, with essays, interviews, and essays on all the sequels.
  the exorcist novel analysis: A Head Full of Ghosts Paul Tremblay, 2015-06-02 WINNER OF
THE 2015 BRAM STOKER AWARD FOR SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT IN A NOVEL A chilling thriller
that brilliantly blends psychological suspense and supernatural horror, reminiscent of Stephen
King's The Shining, Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill House, and William Peter Blatty's The



Exorcist. The lives of the Barretts, a normal suburban New England family, are torn apart when
fourteen-year-old Marjorie begins to display signs of acute schizophrenia. To her parents’ despair,
the doctors are unable to stop Marjorie’s descent into madness. As their stable home devolves into a
house of horrors, they reluctantly turn to a local Catholic priest for help. Father Wanderly suggests
an exorcism; he believes the vulnerable teenager is the victim of demonic possession. He also
contacts a production company that is eager to document the Barretts’ plight. With John, Marjorie’s
father, out of work for more than a year and the medical bills looming, the family agrees to be
filmed, and soon find themselves the unwitting stars of The Possession, a hit reality television show.
When events in the Barrett household explode in tragedy, the show and the shocking incidents it
captures become the stuff of urban legend. Fifteen years later, a bestselling writer interviews
Marjorie’s younger sister, Merry. As she recalls those long ago events that took place when she was
just eight years old, long-buried secrets and painful memories that clash with what was broadcast on
television begin to surface—and a mind-bending tale of psychological horror is unleashed, raising
vexing questions about memory and reality, science and religion, and the very nature of evil.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Shrine James Herbert, 2011-05-11 Now a major film called The
Unholy starring The Walking Dead's Jeffrey Dean Morgan. In James Herbert's horror novel Shrine,
innocence and evil have become one . . . A little girl called Alice. A deaf-mute. A vision. A lady in
shimmering white who says she is the immaculate conception. And Alice can suddenly hear and
speak, and she can perform miracles. Soon the site of the visitation, beneath an ancient oak tree, has
become a shrine, a holy place for thousands of pilgrims. But Alice is no longer the guileless child
overwhelmed by her new saintliness. She has become the agent of something corrupt, a vile force
that is centuries old.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Diabolical Possession and the Case Behind The Exorcist
Sergio A. Rueda, 2018-10-29 Reexamining the purported 1949 exorcism of a 13-year old boy in
Mount Ranier, Maryland--the most famous and widely documented case in history--the author
explores the subject of demonic possession in the light of science. Eyewitness accounts, unpublished
photos and never before published documents from the archives of the Rhine Research Foundation
provide fresh perspective on the events that inspired the novel, and later the film, The Exorcist.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Exorcism of Anneliese Michel Felicitas D. Goodman,
2005-11-01 In 1976 a young German girl named Anneliese Michel underwent a series of exorcisms.
The rites were administered by two priests of the Catholic Church to free Anneliese of the six
demons they believed possessed her. Seemingly as a result of the exorcisms the girl died. Worldwide
publicity followed when the girl's parents and the two exorcists were brought to trial and convicted
of negligent homicide. Here a noted anthropologist offers her own interpretation of the exorcisms of
Anneliese Michel. Drawing on interviews with the two exorcists, the girl's parents and friends,
transcripts of the trial, and tape recordings made during the exorcisms - as well as studies of
religious experience in various cultures - Felicitas Goodman has written a fascinating, compelling
book, one that finally tells what happened in this strange case as it delves into the age-old mystery of
demonic possession.
  the exorcist novel analysis: An Exorcist Tells His Story Gabriele Amorth, 2015-07-21 In this
powerful book, the renowned exorcist of Rome tells of his many experiences in his ministry as an
exorcist doing battle with Satan to relieve the great suffering of people in the grip of evil. The
importance of the ministry to expel demons is clearly seen in the Gospels, from the actions of the
Apostles, and from Church history. Fr. Amorth allows the reader to witness the activities of the
exorcist, to experience what an exorcist sees and does. He also reveals how little modern science,
psychology, and medicine can do to help those under Satan's influence, and that only the power of
Christ can release them from this kind of mental, spiritual or physical suffering. An Exorcist Tells
His Story has been a European best-seller that has gone through numerous printings and editions.
No other book today so thoroughly and concisely discusses the topic of exorcism.
  the exorcist novel analysis: I'll Tell Them I Remember You William Peter Blatty, 2015-04-07 I'll
Tell Them I Remember You is New York Times bestselling author William Peter Blatty's memoir



about being raised by his single Lebanese mother struggling to make ends meet in 1930s
Manhattan. In this heartfelt and humorous autobiography, Blatty shares what it was like growing up
with a strong-willed and opinionated mother who did anything and everything to keep her five
children fed and sheltered no matter how strange or unusual. Her spirit and influence helped shape
Blatty as a man, a father, and as the famous author of The Exoricst. At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Penguin Book of Exorcisms Joseph P. Laycock, 2020-09-08
Haunting accounts of real-life exorcisms through the centuries and around the world, from ancient
Egypt and the biblical Middle East to colonial America and twentieth-century South Africa A Penguin
Classic Levitation. Feats of superhuman strength. Speaking in tongues. A hateful, glowing stare. The
signs of spirit possession have been documented for thousands of years and across religions and
cultures, even into our time: In 2019 the Vatican convened 250 priests from 50 countries for a
weeklong seminar on exorcism. The Penguin Book of Exorcisms brings together the most astonishing
accounts: Saint Anthony set upon by demons in the form of a lion, a bull, and a panther, who are no
match for his devotion and prayer; the Prophet Muhammad casting an enemy of God out of a young
boy; fox spirits in medieval China and Japan; a headless bear assaulting a woman in
sixteenth-century England; the possession in the French town of Loudun of an entire convent of
Ursuline nuns; a Zulu woman who floated to a height of five feet almost daily; a previously
unpublished account of an exorcism in Earling, Iowa, in 1928--an important inspiration for the movie
The Exorcist; poltergeist activity at a home in Maryland in 1949--the basis for William Peter Blatty's
novel The Exorcist; a Filipina girl bitten by devils; and a rare example of a priest's letter requesting
permission of a bishop to perform an exorcism--after witnessing a boy walk backward up a wall.
Fifty-seven percent of Americans profess to believe in demonic possession; after reading this book,
you may too. For more than seventy-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 2,000 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Of Love and Other Demons Gabriel García Márquez, 2014-10-15
AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN eBOOK! On her twelfth birthday, Sierva Maria – the only child
of a decaying noble family in an eighteenth-century South American seaport – is bitten by a rabid
dog. Believed to be possessed, she is brought to a convent for observation. And into her cell
stumbles Father Cayetano Delaura, who has already dreamed about a girl with hair trailing after her
like a bridal train. As he tends to her with holy water and sacramental oils, Delaura feels something
shocking begin to occur. He has fallen in love – and it is not long until Sierva Maria joins him in his
fevered misery. Unsettling and indelible, Of Love and Other Demons is an evocative, majestic tale of
the most universal experiences known to woman and man.
  the exorcist novel analysis: A Printer's Choice PATENAUDE, W. L., 2018-08-28 In January
2088, life in outer space is rocked with news of its first homicide. The dead man—a young Dominican
Priest—had secretly made his way “upside” and lived as a common laborer. His intentions are a
mystery and the killer’s identity and motive are questions that the best investigators of the new
world cannot answer. With public order threatened, the reputation of the ruling engineers at stake,
and criminal elements seizing the opportunity to gain control, authorities seek help from
Earth—itself recovering from decades of war and environmental crises. With assistance from the
Vatican, they recruit Father John Francis McClellan, a parish priest from Boston and a retired US
Marine Corps expert in “high-defs”—the artificially intelligent three-dimensional printers that built
the new world. A Printer’s Choice tells a story of faith, the future, and the power of free will. It
explores questions about sentience, choice, and the necessity of choosing well. Set in locations on
Earth and in the orbits, the story takes place in a future extrapolated from today’s geopolitical and
ecological turmoil.In this epic debut novel, author W. L. Patenaude illuminates not just the struggles
of our world, but also the promises and implications of building a better one, one choice at a time.



Praise for A Printer’s Choice Patenaude’s masterful debut novel tells a gripping story of the near
future. This is a superb morality tale in which the power of free will and the implications of making
good choices are carefully woven together. Patenaude’s take on the possibilities of technology is
inventive and in line with contemporary science, and his work truly shines as a nuanced,
character-driven drama. This work is a must-read for those who enjoy thought-provoking,
challenging speculative fiction. —Publishers Weekly Starred Review The novel grabs our attention
from the first page, and delivers a suspenseful whodunit set in the chilled darkness of outer space.
There are rumors that the novel could be the first in a series, and we certainly hope those rumors
are true. —Dr. Kelly Scott Franklin, Writer, Assistant Professor of English at Hillsdale College
Complex, action-packed and thought-provoking all at once, A Printer’s Choice is a uniquely crafted
piece that doesn't handily limit itself to a single genre, but spreads its message and vision across a
broad spectrum to attract a diverse audience of readers who like their sci-fi intricate, original and
compelling. —D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review Just as Aragorn embodied the
role of a king in The Lord of the Rings, Father McClellan's portrayal in A Printer’s Choice captures
what Christians and priests should be. His actions speak of a love for others grounded in a God who
is love itself. By setting his story in the future and space, Patenaude enables readers to see the
universality of this truth—that the choice to love is at the heart of the universe—more clearly. —Dr.
Jason King, Professor of Theology, St. Vincent College Father McClellan is artfully drawn and
compelling in his hard-won spiritual wisdom works. He uses his Marine toughness, programming
skills, and gritty faith to sort out potential motivations and methods to solve the murder of an
undercover priest, Father Tanglao. An engineer himself, Patenaude describes all the technological
details, societal tensions, and moral ambiguities of New Athens with confidence and finesse. The
most compelling passages, though, are the human ones, where McClellan and other characters
grapple with their troubled pasts and future options, and the free will choices before them.
—Marybeth Lorbiecki, Author A Fierce Green Fire Mr. Patenaude is a highly skilled and masterful
storyteller. He crafts a story that is unique and absorbing. The ability to weave elements of science
fiction, faith, and purpose into one book is truly inspiring. —Trudy Thompson, AML W.L. Patenaude
pens an out-of-this-world, whodunit mystery in A Printer’s Choice. —Cheryl E. Rodriguez for
Readers' Favorite
  the exorcist novel analysis: Convergent Wrestling CarrieLynn Reinhard, Christopher Olson,
2019-03-04 This book examines how the current era of convergence has affected, and is reflected in,
the world of professional wrestling, which combines several different genres, including drama,
action, comedy, horror, science fiction, and even romance. Professional wrestling’s business
practices exist at the intersection of bottom-up fan-centric strategies and strict top-down corporate
control. Meanwhile, the wrestlers themselves combine aspects of carnival hucksters,
actors/actresses, comedians, superheroes, martial artists, or stuntmen, and the narratives consist of
everything from social critique to geopolitical allegories, and from soap opera melodramas to
stereotyped exploitation. Bringing together the latest scholarship in the field, Convergent Wrestling
analyzes various texts, business practices, and fan activities to explore the commonalities that define
professional wrestling and consider how it exists in today’s new media ecology. In addition, the book
considers the professional wrestling industry from several different angles, from massive
multinational conglomerate World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) to local indie federations. As
such, it will appeal to scholars with interests in popular culture, media and cultural studies, and fan
practices.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Demonic Warfare Mark R. E. Meulenbeld, 2015-01-31 Revealing
the fundamental continuities that exist between vernacular fiction and exorcist, martial rituals in the
vernacular language, Mark Meulenbeld argues that a specific type of Daoist exorcism helped shape
vernacular novels in the late Ming dynasty (1368–1644). Focusing on the once famous novel
Fengshen yanyi (Canonization of the Gods), the author maps out the general ritual structure and
divine protagonists that it borrows from much older systems of Daoist exorcism. By exploring how
the novel reflects the specific concerns of communities associated with Fengshen yanyi and its



ideology, Meulenbeld is able to reconstruct the cultural sphere in which Daoist exorcist rituals
informed late imperial novels. He first looks at temple networks and their religious festivals.
Organized by local communities for territorial protection, these networks featured martial narratives
about the powerful and heroic deeds of the gods. He then shows that it is by means of dramatic
practices like ritual, theatre, and temple processions that divine acts were embodied and brought to
life. Much attention is given to local militias who embodied demon soldiers as part of their defensive
strategies. Various Ming emperors actively sought the support of these local religious networks and
even continued to invite Daoist ritualists so as to efficiently marshal the forces of local gods with
their local demon soldiers into the official, imperial reserves of military power. This unusual book
establishes once and for all the importance of understanding the idealized realities of literary texts
within a larger context of cultural practice and socio-political history. Of particular importance is the
ongoing dialog with religious ideology that informs these different discourses. Meulenbeld's book
makes a convincing case for the need to debunk the retrospective reading of China through the
modern, secular Western categories of literature, society, and politics. He shows that this disregard
of religious dynamics has distorted our understanding of China and that religion cannot be
conveniently isolated from scholarly analysis.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Demonic Foes Richard Gallagher, M.D., 2020-10-06 The world’s
leading psychiatric authority on demonic possession delves into the hidden world of exorcisms and
his own transformation from cynic to believer over the course of his twenty-five-year career.
Successful New York psychiatrist Richard Gallagher was skeptical yet intrigued when a hard-nosed,
no-nonsense Catholic priest asked him to examine a woman for a possible exorcism. Meeting her,
Gallagher was astonished. The woman’s behavior defied logic. In an instant, she could pinpoint a
person’s secret weaknesses. She knew how individuals she’d never known had died, including
Gallagher’s own mother, who passed away after a lengthy battle with ovarian cancer. She spoke
fluently in multiple languages, including Latin—but only when she was in a trance. This was not
psychosis, Gallagher concluded. It was, in his scientific estimation, what could only be describe as
paranormal ability. The woman wasn’t mentally disturbed—she was possessed. This remarkable case
was the first of many that Gallagher would encounter. Sought after today by leaders of all
faiths—ministers, priests, rabbis and imams, Gallagher has spent a quarter-century studying
demonic activity and exorcisms throughout history and has witnessed more cases than any other
psychiatrist in the world today. In this eerie and enthralling book, Gallagher chronicles his most
famous cases for the first time, including: A professional who claimed her spiritualist mother had
“assigned” her a spirit who “turned on her.” A petite woman—”90 pounds soaking wet”—who threw
a 200-pound Lutheran deacon across the room to the horror of onlookers in a church hall; And
“Julia,” the so-called Satanic queen and self-described witch, who exhibited “the most harrowing”
case, a “once-in-a-century” possession. Going beyond horror movies and novels, Demonic Foes takes
you deep into this hidden world, sharing in full details of these true-life tales of demonic possession.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Haunted Cathedral Antony Barone Kolenc, 2021-02-01 An
ill-fated journey, a long-lost uncle, and a mysterious cathedral mark the next chapter in the life of
Xan, an orphan in search of his destiny. For a year, he has lived in the care of Benedictine monks at
Harwood Abbey. Now he learns that he has an uncle, said to live in the far-off city of Lincoln. Will
Xan survive the trip alongside the prisoner Carlo and his cruel guards? Will he find Uncle William?
And why is Xan drawn to the spirit that haunts Lincoln Cathedral—could a ghost reconnect Xan with
his dead parents? Join Xan and his friends to solve the mystery of The Haunted Cathedral.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Misfit Jon Skovron, 2011-08-05 A half-demon teenager learns the
dangerous secret of her true powers in this “unusually profound urban-fantasy . . . thoughtful, scary
and captivating” (Kirkus, starred review). Jael has always felt like a freak. She’s never kissed a boy,
she never knew her mom, and her dad’s always been superstrict—but that’s probably because her
mom was a demon, which makes Jael half demon and most definitely not a normal sophomore girl.
But on her sixteenth birthday, a mysterious present unlocks her family’s dangerous history—and
Jael’s untapped potential. What was merely an embarrassing secret suddenly becomes a terrifying



reality. Jael must learn to master her demon side in order to take on a vindictive Duke of Hell, while
also dealing with a twisted priest, best-friend drama, and a spacey blond skater boy who may have
hidden depths.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Social Scientific Study of Exorcism in Christianity Giuseppe
Giordan, Adam Possamai, 2020-06-01 This book presents an academic analysis of exorcism in
Christianity. It not only explores the crisis and drama of a single individual in a fight against
demonic possession but also looks at the broader implications for the society in which the possessed
lives. In recognition of this, coverage includes case studies from various geographical areas in
Europe, North and South America, and Oceania. The contributors explore the growing significance
of the rite of exorcism, both in its more structured format within traditional Christian religions as
well as in the less controlled and structured forms in the rites of deliverance within Neopentecostal
movements. They examine theories on the interaction between religion, magic, and science to
present new and groundbreaking data on exorcism. The fight against demonic possession underlines
the way in which changes within the religious field, such as the rediscovery of typical practices of
popular religiosity, challenge the expectations of the theory of secularization. This book argues that
if possession is a threat to the individual and to the equilibrium of the social order, the ritual of
exorcism is able to re-establish a balance and an order through the power of the exorcist. This does
not happen in a social vacuum but in a consumer culture where religious groups market themselves
against other faiths. This book appeals to researchers in the field.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Burden Falls Kat Ellis, 2021-08-24 Riverdale meets The Haunting
of Hill House in the terrifying new thriller from the author of Harrow Lake. Cinematic, clever, and
creepy, with a main character that leaps off the page, Burden Falls ticks off all my moody thriller
boxes. —Goldy Moldavsky, New York Times bestselling author of The Mary Shelley Club and Kill the
Boy Band The town of Burden Falls drips with superstition, from rumors of its cursed waterfall to
Dead-Eyed Sadie, the disturbing specter who haunts it. Ava Thorn grew up right beside the falls, and
since a horrific accident killed her parents a year ago, she's been plagued by nightmares in which
Sadie comes calling—nightmares so chilling, Ava feels as if she’ll never wake up. But when someone
close to Ava is brutally murdered and she’s the primary suspect, she begins to wonder if the stories
might be more than legends—and if the ghost haunting her dreams might be terrifyingly real.
Whatever secrets Burden Falls is hiding, there's a killer on the loose . . . with a vendetta against the
Thorns. Reads like a horror blockbuster in the best way possible. —PopSugar Superb. —BCCB A
great scary story with an even mix of heart and blood. —SLJ Gritty...Spine-tingling...Twisty. —Kirkus
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Rite Matt Baglio, 2010-06-15 The inspiration for the film
starring Anthony Hopkins, journalist Matt Baglio uses the astonishing story of one American priest's
training as an exorcist to reveal that the phenomena of possession, demons, the Devil, and exorcism
are not merely a remnant of the archaic past, but remain a fearsome power in many people's lives
even today. Father Gary Thomas was working as a parish priest in California when he was asked by
his bishop to travel to Rome for training in the rite of exorcism. Though initially surprised, and
slightly reluctant, he accepted this call, and enrolled in a new exorcism course at a Vatican-affiliated
university, which taught him, among other things, how to distinguish between a genuine possession
and mental illness. Eventually he would go on to participate in more than eighty exorcisms as an
apprentice to a veteran Italian exorcist. His experiences profoundly changed the way he viewed the
spiritual world, and as he moved from rational skeptic to practicing exorcist he came to understand
the battle between good and evil in a whole new light. Journalist Matt Baglio had full access to
Father Gary over the course of his training, and much of what he learned defies explanation. The
Rite provides fascinating vignettes from the lives of exorcists and people possessed by demons,
including firsthand accounts of exorcists at work casting out demons, culminating in Father Gary's
own confrontations with the Devil. Baglio also traces the history of exorcism, revealing its rites and
rituals, explaining what the Catholic Church really teaches about demonic possession, and delving
into such related topics as the hierarchy of angels and demons, satanic cults, black masses, curses,
and the various theories used by modern scientists and anthropologists who seek to quantify such



phenomena. Written with an investigative eye that will captivate both skeptics and believers alike,
The Rite shows that the truth about demonic possession is not only stranger than fiction, but also far
more chilling.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Confrontation with Evil Steven A. LaChance, 2017-02-08 For
Steven A. LaChance, the possession case that inspired The Exorcist has always felt . . . incomplete.
In this book, he shows how the official account crumbles under scrutiny, revealing instead a story of
familial horror and spiritual corruption that implicates the highest levels of the Catholic Church.
Known as the 1949 St. Louis Exorcism, the harrowing story of a possessed child and his terrified
family was immortalized in The Exorcist. While theories and rumors about the case abound, none of
them explain how a young child could have been possessed to the degree described in Father
Raymond Bishop’s infamous diary. Join Steven A. LaChance—author, investigator, and himself the
survivor of a long-term demonic attack—as he shares shocking evidence for how seemingly benign
events progressed into a full-blown demonic possession. While the conventional story is that the boy
brought the infestation upon himself, this book presents an alternative interpretation and provides
new insights into the nature of possession itself. As LaChance gains access to a secret location that
plays a crucial role in the story, he sheds new light on how the exorcism’s bizarre aftermath
continues to haunt the city of St. Louis and the Catholic Church to this day.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Mike Nichols Mark Harris, 2021-02-02 A National Book Critics
Circle finalist • One of People's top 10 books of 2021 • An instant New York Times bestseller •
Named a best book of the year by NPR and Time A magnificent biography of one of the most protean
creative forces in American entertainment history, a life of dazzling highs and vertiginous
plunges—some of the worst largely unknown until now—by the acclaimed author of Pictures at a
Revolution and Five Came Back Mike Nichols burst onto the scene as a wunderkind: while still in his
twenties, he was half of a hit improv duo with Elaine May that was the talk of the country. Next he
directed four consecutive hit plays, won back-to-back Tonys, ushered in a new era of Hollywood
moviemaking with Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and followed it with The Graduate, which won
him an Oscar and became the third-highest-grossing movie ever. At thirty-five, he lived in a
three-story Central Park West penthouse, drove a Rolls-Royce, collected Arabian horses, and
counted Jacqueline Kennedy, Elizabeth Taylor, Leonard Bernstein, and Richard Avedon as friends.
Where he arrived is even more astonishing given where he had begun: born Igor Peschkowsky to a
Jewish couple in Berlin in 1931, he was sent along with his younger brother to America on a ship in
1939. The young immigrant boy caught very few breaks. He was bullied and ostracized--an allergic
reaction had rendered him permanently hairless--and his father died when he was just twelve,
leaving his mother alone and overwhelmed. The gulf between these two sets of facts explains a great
deal about Nichols's transformation from lonely outsider to the center of more than one cultural
universe--the acute powers of observation that first made him famous; the nourishment he drew
from his creative partnerships, most enduringly with May; his unquenchable drive; his hunger for
security and status; and the depressions and self-medications that brought him to terrible lows. It
would take decades for him to come to grips with his demons. In an incomparable portrait that
follows Nichols from Berlin to New York to Chicago to Hollywood, Mark Harris explores, with
brilliantly vivid detail and insight, the life, work, struggle, and passion of an artist and man in
constant motion. Among the 250 people Harris interviewed: Elaine May, Meryl Streep, Stephen
Sondheim, Robert Redford, Glenn Close, Tom Hanks, Candice Bergen, Emma Thompson, Annette
Bening, Natalie Portman, Julia Roberts, Lorne Michaels, and Gloria Steinem. Mark Harris gives an
intimate and evenhanded accounting of success and failure alike; the portrait is not always
flattering, but its ultimate impact is to present the full story of one of the most richly interesting,
complicated, and consequential figures the worlds of theater and motion pictures have ever seen. It
is a triumph of the biographer's art.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Wild Swans Jung Chang, 2008-06-20 The story of three
generations in twentieth-century China that blends the intimacy of memoir and the panoramic sweep
of eyewitness history—a bestselling classic in thirty languages with more than ten million copies sold



around the world, now with a new introduction from the author. An engrossing record of Mao’s
impact on China, an unusual window on the female experience in the modern world, and an inspiring
tale of courage and love, Jung Chang describes the extraordinary lives and experiences of her family
members: her grandmother, a warlord’s concubine; her mother’s struggles as a young idealistic
Communist; and her parents’ experience as members of the Communist elite and their ordeal during
the Cultural Revolution. Chang was a Red Guard briefly at the age of fourteen, then worked as a
peasant, a “barefoot doctor,” a steelworker, and an electrician. As the story of each generation
unfolds, Chang captures in gripping, moving—and ultimately uplifting—detail the cycles of violent
drama visited on her own family and millions of others caught in the whirlwind of history.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Haunted House on Film Paul Meehan, 2019-12-06 A popular
phenomenon since antiquity, the image of the haunted house is one that has translated elegantly
into the modern medium of film. The haunted house transcends genre, appearing in mysteries,
gothic romances, comedies and horror films. This book is the first comprehensive historical and
critical study of themes surrounding haunted houses in film. Covering more than 100 films, it spans
from the Mystery House thrillers of the silent era to the high-tech, big budget productions of the
21st Century. Included are the works of such acclaimed directors as D.W. Griffith, Robert Wise,
Mario Bava, Alfred Hitchcock, Stanley Kubrick, Tim Burton and Guillermo Del Toro. The book also
covers the real-life haunted house phenomenon and movies based on paranormal case files,
including those featured in films like the Conjuring series.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Nameless Grant Morrison, 2017-02-08 NAMELESS tells the story
of a down-at-heel occult hustler known only as �Nameless� who is recruited by a consortium of
billionaire futurists as part of a desperate mission to save the world. When Nameless and his
teammates inadvertently unleash a malignant soul-destroying intelligence, the stage is set for a
nightmarish, nihilistic journey to the outer reaches of human terror. Collects NAMELESS #1-6.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Eva Peter Dickinson, 2015-01-27 Eva’s hospital room looks out
onto the skyscrapers of a huge city, but since waking up from her coma she only dreams of trees
Thirteen-year-old Eva opens her eyes to find herself in a hospital, her body paralyzed while it heals
from a devastating accident. Her mother says that Eva will be able to move her hands and face soon
and that everything is going to be fine, but something in her voice tells Eva it’s not that simple. The
doctors give Eva a keyboard that turns her typing into speech and controls a mirror that rotates to
look around the room and out the window—every direction except back at her bed. What are the
doctors trying to hide from her? And why, in an overpopulated world where humans have tamed all
the wild places, does Eva keep dreaming of a forest she’s never seen? This ebook features an
illustrated personal history of Peter Dickinson including rare images from the author’s collection.
  the exorcist novel analysis: We Need to Talk About Kevin Lionel Shriver, 2011-05-01 The
inspiration for the film starring Tilda Swinton and John C. Reilly, this resonant story of a mother’s
unsettling quest to understand her teenage son’s deadly violence, her own ambivalence toward
motherhood, and the explosive link between them remains terrifyingly prescient. Eva never really
wanted to be a mother. And certainly not the mother of a boy who murdered seven of his fellow high
school students, a cafeteria worker, and a much–adored teacher in a school shooting two days before
his sixteenth birthday. Neither nature nor nurture exclusively shapes a child's character. But Eva
was always uneasy with the sacrifices and social demotion of motherhood. Did her internalized
dislike for her own son shape him into the killer he’s become? How much is her fault? Now, two
years later, it is time for her to come to terms with Kevin’s horrific rampage, all in a series of
startlingly direct correspondences with her estranged husband, Franklin. A piercing, unforgettable,
and penetrating exploration of violence and responsibility, a book that the Boston Globe describes as
“impossible to put down,” is a stunning examination of how tragedy affects a town, a marriage, and a
family.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Friedkin Connection William Friedkin, 2013-02-05 The
long-awaited memoir from the Academy Award–winning director of such legendary films as The
French Connection, The Exorcist, and To Live and Die in LA, The Friedkin Connection takes readers



from the streets of Chicago to the suites of Hollywood and from the sixties to today, with
autobiographical storytelling as fast-paced and intense as any of the auteur's films. William Friedkin,
maverick of American cinema, offers a candid look at Hollywood, when traditional storytelling gave
way to the rebellious and alternative; when filmmakers like him captured the paranoia and fear of a
nation undergoing a cultural nervous breakdown. The Friedkin Connection includes 16 pages of
black-and-white photographs.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Dead Blondes and Bad Mothers Sady Doyle, 2019-08-13 Kirkus
Reviews Best Book of the Year This “witty, engaging analysis” of female monsters in pop culture
offers “provocative and incisive” commentary on society’s fear of female rage and power (Soraya
Chemaly, author of Rage Becomes Her) Women have always been seen as monsters. Men from
Aristotle to Freud have insisted that women are freakish creatures, capable of immense destruction.
Maybe they are. And maybe that’s a good thing. Sady Doyle, hailed as “smart, funny and fearless” by
the Boston Globe, takes readers on a tour of the female dark side, from the biblical Lilith to
Dracula’s Lucy Westenra, from the T-Rex in Jurassic Park to the teen witches of The Craft. She
illuminates the women who have shaped our nightmares: Serial killer Ed Gein’s “domineering”
mother Augusta; exorcism casualty Anneliese Michel, who starved herself to death to quell her
demons; author Mary Shelley, who dreamed her dead child back to life. These monsters embody
patriarchal fear of women, and illustrate the violence with which men enforce traditionally feminine
roles. They also speak to the primal threat of a woman who takes back her power. In a dark and
dangerous world, Dead Blondes and Bad Mothers asks women to look to monsters for the ferocity we
all need to survive. “Some people take a scalpel to the heart of media culture; Sady Doyle brings a
bone saw, a melon baller, and a machete.” —Andi Zeisler, author of We Were Feminists Once
  the exorcist novel analysis: How About Demons? Felicitas D. Goodman, 1988-05-22 The
author of the Exorcism of Anneliese Michel “is to be commended for a stimulating and wide-reaching
treatment of a compelling and much-debated subject” (Journal of Folklore Research). As part of a
series that strives to introduce new or previously unrecognized folkloric phenomena—as well as new
approaches and theories that result from discovery and investigation—How About Demons? provides
an overview of a topic that has for many years captured the imagination of people from all walks of
life. Rich in detail derived from the author’s fieldwork and anthropological literature, this work
contemplates possession and exorcism in a holistic manner—discussing their effects on both the
body and soul. How About Demons? paints a picture of possession as a usually positive experience
occurring in a wide variety of cultures and religions around the globe. It also details the ritual of
exorcism which is applied when things go wrong. “Quite an interesting book.”—Religious Studies
Review “It is by far superior to anything else on demons we have seen in the past few years.”—The
American Rationalist
  the exorcist novel analysis: Baby Teeth Zoje Stage, 2018-07-17 One of Entertainment
Weekly’s Must-Read Books for July | People Magazine's Book of the Week | One of Bustle's Fifteen
Books With Chilling Protagonists That Will Keep You Guessing | One of PopSugar's 25 Must-Read
Books That Will Make July Fly By! | One of the Biggest Thrillers of the Summer—SheReads | A
Barnes and Noble Blog Best Thriller for July! | New & Noteworthy —USA Today | Summer 2018
Must-Read—Bookish | One of 11 Crime Novels You Should Read in July—Crime Reads | Best Summer
Reads for 2018—Publishers Weekly | The Five Best Horror Books of 2018-2019—Forbes
Gripping—InStyle Propulsive.—New York Times Book Review A wholly original and terrifically
creepy story.—Refinery29 A twisty, delirious read—EntertainmentWeekly.com A deliciously creepy
read.—New York Post MEET HANNA: Seven-year-old Hanna is a sweet-but-silent angel in the eyes of
her adoring father Alex. He’s the only person who understands her. But her mother Suzette stands
in her way, and she’ll try any trick she can think of to get rid of her. Ideally for good. MEET
SUZETTE: Suzette loves her daughter, but after years of expulsions and strained home schooling,
her precarious health and sanity are weakening day by day. She’s also becoming increasingly
frightened by Hanna’s little games, while her husband Alex remains blind to the failing family
dynamics. Soon, Suzette starts to fear that maybe their supposedly innocent baby girl may have a



truly sinister agenda. A battle of wills between mother and daughter reveals the frailty and falsehood
of familial bonds in award-winning playwright and filmmaker Zoje Stage’s tense novel of
psychological suspense, Baby Teeth. “Unnerving and unputdownable, Baby Teeth will get under your
skin and keep you trapped in its chilling grip until the shocking conclusion.”—New York Times
bestselling author Lisa Scottoline “We Need to Talk About Kevin meets Gone Girl meets The
Omen...a twisty, delirious read that will constantly question your sympathies for the two characters
as their bond continues to crumble.”—Entertainment Weekly “A pulse-spiking thriller.”—PopSugar
  the exorcist novel analysis: Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit Jeanette Winterson, 2007-12-01
The New York Times–bestselling author’s Whitbread Prize–winning debut—“Winterson has mastered
both comedy and tragedy in this rich little novel” (The Washington Post Book World). When it first
appeared, Jeanette Winterson’s extraordinary debut novel received unanimous international praise,
including the prestigious Whitbread Prize for best first fiction. Winterson went on to fulfill that
promise, producing some of the most dazzling fiction and nonfiction of the past decade, including
her celebrated memoir Why Be Happy When You Can Be Normal?. Now required reading in
contemporary literature, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a funny, poignant exploration of a young
girl’s adolescence. Jeanette is a bright and rebellious orphan who is adopted into an evangelical
household in the dour, industrial North of England and finds herself embroidering grim religious
mottoes and shaking her little tambourine for Jesus. But as this budding missionary comes of age,
and comes to terms with her unorthodox sexuality, the peculiar balance of her God-fearing
household dissolves. Jeanette’s insistence on listening to truths of her own heart and mind—and on
reporting them with wit and passion—makes for an unforgettable chronicle of an eccentric, moving
passage into adulthood. “If Flannery O’Connor and Rita Mae Brown had collaborated on the
coming-out story of a young British girl in the 1960s, maybe they would have approached the quirky
and subtle hilarity of Jeanette Winterson’s autobiographical first novel. . . . Winterson’s voice, with
its idiosyncratic wit and sensitivity, is one you’ve never heard before.” —Ms. Magazine
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Devil Crept In Ania Ahlborn, 2017-02-07 An unforgettable
horror novel from bestselling sensation Ania Ahlborn—hailed as a writer of “some of the most
promising horror I’ve encountered in years” (New York Times bestselling author Seanan
McGuire)—in which a small-town boy investigates the mysterious disappearance of his cousin and
uncovers a terrifying secret kept hidden for years. Young Jude Brighton has been missing for three
days, and while the search for him is in full swing in the small town of Deer Valley, Oregon, the
locals are starting to lose hope. They’re well aware that the first forty-eight hours are critical and
after that, the odds usually point to a worst-case scenario. And despite Stevie Clark’s youth, he
knows that, too; he’s seen the cop shows. He knows what each ticking moment may mean for Jude,
his cousin and best friend. That, and there was that boy, Max Larsen...the one from years ago, found
dead after also disappearing under mysterious circumstances. And then there were the animals: pets
gone missing out of yards. For years, the residents of Deer Valley have murmured about these
unsolved crimes…and that a killer may still be lurking around their quiet town. Now, fear is
reborn—and for Stevie, who is determined to find out what really happened to Jude, the awful truth
may be too horrifying to imagine.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Wishtress Nadine Brandes, 2022-09-13 Her tears grant wishes.
Her next tear will end her life. She didn’t ask to be the Wishtress. Myrthe was born with the ability
to turn her tears into wishes. But when a granted wish goes wrong, she is cursed: the next tear she
sheds will kill her. She must travel to the Well to break the curse before it can claim her life—and
before the king’s militairen find her. To survive the journey, Myrthe must harden her heart to keep
herself from crying even a single tear. He can stop time with a snap of his fingers. Bastiaan’s
powerful—and rare—Talent came in handy when he kidnapped the old king. Now the new king has a
job for him: find the Wishtress and deliver her to the schloss. But Bastiaan needs a wish of his own.
He gains Myrthe’s trust by promising to take her to the Well, but once he gets what he needs, he’ll
turn her in. As long as his growing feelings for the girl with a stone heart don’t compromise him.
Their quest can end only one way: with her death. Everyone seems to need a wish—the king,



Myrthe’s cousin, the boy she thinks she loves. And they’re ready to bully, beg, and betray her for it.
No one knows that to grant even one wish, Myrthe would pay with her life. And if she tells them
about the curse . . . they’ll just kill her anyway. “A beautiful tale about self-worth, second chances,
and mysterious enchantment.” —Kathryn Purdie, #1 New York Times bestselling author Exciting
and clean YA fantasy Stand-alone novel Book length: approximately 125,000 words Includes
discussion questions for book clubs
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Monstrous-Feminine Barbara Creed, 2015-09-04 In almost
all critical writings on the horror film, woman is conceptualised only as victim. In The
Monstrous-Feminine Barbara Creed challenges this patriarchal view by arguing that the prototype of
all definitions of the monstrous is the female reproductive body.With close reference to a number of
classic horror films including the Alien trilogy, T
  the exorcist novel analysis: Carrie Stephen King, 2011-08-30 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY MARGARET ATWOOD • Stephen King's
legendary debut, the bestselling smash hit that put him on the map as one of America's favorite
writers • In a world where bullies rule, one girl holds a secret power. Unpopular and tormented,
Carrie White's life takes a terrifying turn when her hidden abilities become a weapon of horror. “A
master storyteller.” —The Los Angeles Times • “Guaranteed to chill you.” —The New York Times •
Gory and horrifying. . . . You can't put it down. —Chicago Tribune Unpopular at school and subjected
to her mother's religious fanaticism at home, Carrie White does not have it easy. But while she may
be picked on by her classmates, she has a gift she's kept secret since she was a little girl: she can
move things with her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. Her ability has been both a power and a
problem. And when she finds herself the recipient of a sudden act of kindness, Carrie feels like she's
finally been given a chance to be normal. She hopes that the nightmare of her classmates' vicious
taunts is over . . . but an unexpected and cruel prank turns her gift into a weapon of horror so
destructive that the town may never recover.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Lake of Urine Guillermo Stitch, 2020 Fiction. Once upon a time
that doesn't make a blind bit of sense, in a place that seems awfully familiar but definitely doesn't
exist, Willem Seiler's obsession with measuring his world--with wrapping it up in his beloved string
to keep the madness out--wreaks havoc on the Wakeling family. Noranbole Wakeling, living in the
scrub and toil of the pantry and in the shadow of her much wooed and cosseted sister, is worshipped
by the madman Seiler but overlooked by everyone else. As lives are lost to Seiler's vanity, she spots
her chance to break free of the fetters that tie her to Tiny Village, and bolts. But some cords are
never really cut. In her absence, the unravelling of the world she has escaped is complete, and
another madness--her mother's--reaches out to entangle her newfound Big City freedom. The
unpicked quilt-work of a life in ruins threatens to ruin her own, and it will be up to Noranbole to
stitch it all together. Dark and funny in equal measure, LAKE OF URINE is a sui generis romp
through every fairy-tale convention and literary trope you can think of, including the wicked
stepmother, the fairy godmother, Pinocchio, an enchanted penis, the goose that laid the golden egg,
binary code, marmalade art and alcoholic meat snacks you can drink. It is also a merciless takedown
of self and self-importance, satirizing a society that exalts the inane, drowns out the sane and
eschews the divine for the profane, and a lament for the dreadful weight of our own origins, for the
heartbreaking impossibility of absolute reinvention, and the heartening tug of the ties that bind us.
  the exorcist novel analysis: The Other Thomas Tryon, 2008 Along with The Exorcist, The
Other is one of the most influential of all horror novels.
  the exorcist novel analysis: Scoundrels and Spitballers Philippe Garnier, 2020-04-16
Scoundrels & Spitballers is to be read more as a book about writers and Hollywood, rather than one
about screenwriters in Hollywood. The author stresses the vibrancy and free-for-all giddiness of a
period when the film industry was young, and its workers even younger. And, perhaps, along the
way these tales might define the important and not-always-negative role Hollywood played in the
literary life of the 1930s. Hollywood broke a few writers' souls, but it also helped many and definitely
inspired a few. Writers profiled in Scoundrels & Spitballers include: Nathaniel West, John Sanford,



Marguerite Roberts, Robert Tasker, John Bright, Rowland Brown, Sam Brown, Niven Busch, James
M. Cain, A.I. Bezzerides, Horace McCoy, and W.R. Burnett.
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