the house on mango street analysis

The House on Mango Street Analysis: A Deep Dive into
Esperanza Cordero's Journey

Introduction:

Are you ready to unlock the poignant beauty and enduring power of Sandra Cisneros's The House on
Mango Street? This isn't just a coming-of-age story; it's a vibrant tapestry woven with themes of
identity, poverty, sexism, and the enduring strength of the human spirit. This comprehensive
analysis will delve into the intricacies of Esperanza Cordero's journey, exploring the symbolism,
literary techniques, and societal critiques embedded within Cisneros's poetic prose. We'll dissect key
characters, pivotal scenes, and overarching themes to provide you with a profound understanding of
this literary masterpiece. Get ready to explore the streets of Mango Street and uncover the rich
layers of meaning hidden within this unforgettable novel.

I. Esperanza Cordero: A Portrait of Identity Formation

Esperanza, the protagonist, is more than just a character; she's a symbol of countless young Latina
women navigating a complex world. Her yearning for a different life, a life beyond the confines of
Mango Street, underscores the novel's central theme of self-discovery. We witness her evolution
from a naive child to a young woman acutely aware of the societal limitations placed upon her. Her
internal struggles, her desires, and her ultimate realization of her own strength are meticulously
crafted by Cisneros, showcasing the power of self-acceptance and the importance of finding one's
voice. We analyze Esperanza's character development through key moments in the novel,
highlighting her growth and the challenges she faces along the way.

II. The Power of Place: Mango Street as a Metaphor

Mango Street itself is not just a setting; it's a character in the novel. The dilapidated houses, the
cramped living conditions, and the constant sense of confinement symbolize the limitations
Esperanza and her community face. Cisneros masterfully uses vivid imagery and sensory details to
create a palpable sense of place, immersing the reader in the atmosphere of Mango Street and
underscoring its impact on its inhabitants. We explore how the physical space mirrors the internal
struggles of the characters and acts as a powerful symbol of societal constraints. The analysis will
consider the symbolism of the house itself, the street's atmosphere, and the contrast between Mango
Street and Esperanza's aspirations.

II1. Gender Roles and Female Empowerment:

The House on Mango Street is a powerful exploration of gender roles and the societal expectations
placed on women. Cisneros highlights the struggles faced by women in a patriarchal society,
portraying characters who defy expectations and others who are trapped by them. We analyze the
different female characters—Esperanza, her mother, her sisters, and her neighbors—to demonstrate



the diversity of female experiences and the various ways they navigate their lives. This section will
focus on the strength and resilience of the women on Mango Street, highlighting their capacity for
love, support, and self-discovery amidst challenging circumstances.

IV. Poverty and its Impact on Identity:

Poverty is a pervasive theme in the novel, affecting not only the material conditions of the
characters' lives but also their sense of self-worth and aspirations. The lack of resources and
opportunities contributes to a sense of hopelessness, but Cisneros also showcases the resilience and
resourcefulness of the community in the face of adversity. We'll analyze how poverty shapes the
characters' identities, choices, and dreams, examining the intersection of poverty with gender and
ethnicity. We’ll explore the ways the characters cope with the realities of their economic
circumstances and the impact this has on their personal growth.

V. Language and Literary Style:

Cisneros's poetic prose is a significant element of the novel's success. The short, vignette-style
chapters contribute to the novel's fragmented yet unified narrative, reflecting the fragmented nature
of Esperanza's experiences. The use of vivid imagery, sensory details, and Spanish words contributes
to the authenticity and emotional impact of the story. This section will delve into the stylistic choices
Cisneros makes, analyzing how they contribute to the overall meaning and effect of the novel. We
will examine the power of her language to convey emotion, cultural identity, and the complexities of
the characters' internal lives.

VI. The Significance of the Ending:

The ending of The House on Mango Street is not a neatly tied-up conclusion but rather a powerful
affirmation of Esperanza's determination to break free from the limitations of her past. Her final
declaration of leaving Mango Street signals her commitment to achieving her dreams and creating a
better future for herself. This section will interpret the ending's meaning, highlighting its
significance in the context of the overall narrative and its implication for Esperanza's future.

VII. A Detailed Outline:

Introduction: Provides background information on the novel and its author, Sandra Cisneros,
outlining the central themes and the scope of the analysis.

Main Chapters: Explores the key themes of identity, place, gender, poverty, and literary style
through detailed analysis of selected vignettes and characters. Each chapter would focus on a
specific theme and analyze how it's presented in the novel. For example, one chapter could focus on
the portrayal of female characters, another on the symbolism of Mango Street, and another on the
impact of poverty.

Conclusion: Summarizes the key findings of the analysis, highlighting the significance of The House
on Mango Street as a coming-of-age story and a commentary on social issues affecting Latina
women.

VIIIL. Explanation of Outline Points:



Each point in the outline would be elaborated upon in a separate section of the blog post, providing
in-depth analysis supported by textual evidence from the novel. The analysis would focus on specific
vignettes, characters, and literary techniques to demonstrate the points made. For example, the
section on "The Power of Place" would analyze the descriptions of Mango Street, exploring how the
physical environment reflects the emotional and social landscape of the community.

IX. FAQs:
1. What is the main theme of The House on Mango Street? The main themes include identity

formation, the impact of poverty, gender roles, and the search for self-discovery.

2. Who is Esperanza Cordero? Esperanza is the protagonist, a young Latina girl growing up in
poverty and navigating the complexities of her identity.

3. What is the significance of Mango Street? Mango Street serves as a powerful symbol of the
limitations and constraints faced by Esperanza and her community.

4. How does Cisneros use language in the novel? Cisneros employs poetic prose, short vignettes,
vivid imagery, and Spanish words to create a unique and powerful narrative.

5. What is the significance of the ending? The ending signifies Esperanza's determination to
escape the confines of Mango Street and pursue her dreams.

6. What are some of the key literary devices used in the novel? Imagery, symbolism, metaphor,
and stream-of-consciousness are employed effectively.

7. How does the novel reflect the experiences of Latina women? The novel realistically portrays
the struggles, resilience, and triumphs of Latina women in a patriarchal society.

8. What makes The House on Mango Street a significant work of literature? Its powerful
portrayal of identity, social issues, and the female experience makes it a crucial piece of

contemporary literature.

9. Is The House on Mango Street appropriate for all age groups? While generally suitable for
young adults, some mature themes may require parental guidance for younger readers.

X. Related Articles:
1. The Symbolism of Houses in The House on Mango Street: An in-depth analysis of the symbolic
meaning of different houses in the novel.

2. Esperanza's Transformation: A Character Arc Analysis: Traces Esperanza's development from
childhood to young adulthood.

3. Gender Dynamics in Cisneros's The House on Mango Street: Focuses specifically on gender



roles and their impact on female characters.

4. Poverty and Resilience in The House on Mango Street: Explores how poverty shapes the
characters' lives and their responses.

5. The Literary Style of Sandra Cisneros: Examines Cisneros's unique writing style and its
effectiveness.

6. The Use of Imagery in The House on Mango Street: Analyzes how imagery enhances the
novel's emotional impact.

7. Comparing Esperanza to Other Coming-of-Age Characters: A comparative analysis placing
Esperanza within the broader context of coming-of-age narratives.

8. The Importance of Community in The House on Mango Street: Explores the role of community
in shaping Esperanza's identity.

9. Critical Reception of The House on Mango Street: Discusses the critical acclaim and enduring
relevance of the novel.

the house on mango street analysis: The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ A coming-of-age classic about a young girl growing up in
Chicago ¢ Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities
alike, and translated around the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. “Cisneros draws on her rich [Latino] heritage...and seduces
with precise, spare prose, creat[ing] unforgettable characters we want to lift off the page. She is not
only a gifted writer, but an absolutely essential one.” —The New York Times Book Review The House
on Mango Street is one of the most cherished novels of the last fifty years. Readers from all walks of
life have fallen for the voice of Esperanza Cordero, growing up in Chicago and inventing for herself
who and what she will become. “In English my name means hope,” she says. “In Spanish it means
too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. Told in a series of vignettes—sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes joyous—Cisneros’s masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and
self-discovery and one of the greatest neighborhood novels of all time. Like Sinclair Lewis’s Main
Street or Toni Morrison’s Sula, it makes a world through people and their voices, and it does so in
language that is poetic and direct. This gorgeous coming-of-age novel is a celebration of the power
of telling one’s story and of being proud of where you're from.

the house on mango street analysis: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents Julia
Alvarez, 2010-01-12 From the international bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies and
Afterlife, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents is poignant...powerful... Beautifully captures the
threshold experience of the new immigrant, where the past is not yet a memory. (The New York
Times Book Review) Julia Alvarez’s new novel, The Cemetery of Untold Stories, is coming April 2,
2024. Pre-order now! Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters
as they grow up in two cultures. The Garcia sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia—and their
family must flee their home in the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to
overthrow brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life
far removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous but not always welcoming
U.S.A,, their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the girls try find new lives: by straightening



their hair and wearing American fashions, and by forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once
liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. Here they tell their
stories about being at home—and not at home—in America. Alvarez helped blaze the trail for Latina
authors to break into the literary mainstream, with novels like In the Time of the Butterflies and
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents winning praise from critics and gracing best-seller lists
across the Americas.—Francisco Cantt, The New York Times Book Review A clear-eyed look at the
insecurity and yearning for a sense of belonging that are a part of the immigrant experience . . .
Movingly told. —The Washington Post Book World

the house on mango street analysis: A House of My Own Sandra Cisneros, 2015-10-06
Winner of the PEN Center USA Literary Award for Creative Nonfiction ¢ From the celebrated
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street: This memoir has the transcendent sweep of a full
life.” —Houston Chronicle From Chicago to Mexico, the places Sandra Cisneros has lived have
provided inspiration for her now-classic works of fiction and poetry. But a house of her own, a place
where she could truly take root, has eluded her. In this jigsaw autobiography, made up of essays and
images spanning three decades—and including never-before-published work—Cisneros has come
home at last. Written with her trademark lyricism, in these signature pieces the acclaimed author of
The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature shares her transformative memories and reveals her artistic and intellectual
influences. Poignant, honest, and deeply moving, A House of My Own is an exuberant celebration of
a life lived to the fullest, from one of our most beloved writers.

the house on mango street analysis: Hairs/Pelitos Sandra Cisneros, 1997-11 A story in
English and Spanish from The House on Mango Street in which a child describes how each person in
the family has hair that looks and acts different--Papa's like a broom, Kiki's like fur, and Mama's with
the smell of warm bread.

the house on mango street analysis: Good Morning, Midnight Lily Brooks-Dalton, 2016-08-09
“A remarkable and gifted debut novel” (Colson Whitehead) about two outsiders—a lonely scientist in
the Arctic and an astronaut trying to return to Earth—as they grapple with love, regret, and survival
in a world transformed. THE INSPIRATION FOR THE NETFLIX ORIGINAL FILM THE MIDNIGHT
SKY, DIRECTED BY AND STARRING GEORGE CLOONEY Augustine, a brilliant, aging astronomer, is
consumed by the stars. For years he has lived in remote outposts, studying the sky for evidence of
how the universe began. At his latest posting, in a research center in the Arctic, news of a
catastrophic event arrives. The scientists are forced to evacuate, but Augustine stubbornly refuses to
abandon his work. Shortly after the others have gone, Augustine discovers a mysterious child, Iris,
and realizes that the airwaves have gone silent. They are alone. At the same time, Mission Specialist
Sullivan is aboard the Aether on its return flight from Jupiter. The astronauts are the first human
beings to delve this deep into space, and Sully has made peace with the sacrifices required of her: a
daughter left behind, a marriage ended. So far the journey has been a success. But when Mission
Control falls inexplicably silent, Sully and her crewmates are forced to wonder if they will ever get
home. As Augustine and Sully each face an uncertain future against forbidding yet beautiful
landscapes, their stories gradually intertwine in a profound and unexpected conclusion. In
crystalline prose, Good Morning, Midnight poses the most important questions: What endures at the
end of the world? How do we make sense of our lives? Lily Brooks-Dalton’s captivating debut is a
meditation on the power of love and the bravery of the human heart. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SHELF AWARENESS AND THE CHICAGO REVIEW OF BOOKS
“Stunningly gorgeous . . . The book contemplates the biggest questions—What is left at the end of
the world? What is the impact of a life’s work?”—Portland Mercury “A beautifully written, sparse
post-apocalyptic novel that explores memory, loss and identity . . . Fans of Emily St. John Mandel'’s
Station Eleven and Kim Stanley Robinson’s Aurora will appreciate the Brooks-Dalton’s exquisite
exploration of relationships in extreme environments.”—The Washington Post

the house on mango street analysis: Woman Hollering Creek Sandra Cisneros, 2013-04-30 A
collection of stories by Sandra Cisneros, the celebrated bestselling author of The House on Mango



Street and the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International Literature.
The lovingly drawn characters of these stories give voice to the vibrant and varied life on both sides
of the Mexican border with tales of pure discovery, filled with moments of infinite and intimate
wisdom.

the house on mango street analysis: Sandra Cisneros's The House on Mango Street
Harold Bloom, 2010 A collection of essays exploring various aspects of Sandra Cisneros' novel The
House on Mango Street.

the house on mango street analysis: Living Up The Street Gary Soto, 1992-02-01 In a prose
that is so beautiful it is poetry, we see the world of growing up and going somewhere through the
dust and heat of Fresno's industrial side and beyond: It is a boy's coming of age in the barrio,
parochial school, attending church, public summer school, and trying to fall out of love so he can join
in a Little League baseball team. His is a clarity that rings constantly through the warmth and wry
reality of these sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, always human remembrances.

the house on mango street analysis: Dreaming in Cuban Cristina Garcia, 2011-06-08
“Impressive . . . [Cristina Garcia’s] story is about three generations of Cuban women and their
separate responses to the revolution. Her special feat is to tell it in a style as warm and gentle as the
‘sustaining aromas of vanilla and almond,’ as rhythmic as the music of Beny Moré.”—Time Cristina
Garcia’s acclaimed book is the haunting, bittersweet story of a family experiencing a country’s
revolution and the revelations that follow. The lives of Celia del Pino and her husband, daughters,
and grandchildren mirror the magical realism of Cuba itself, a landscape of beauty and poverty,
idealism and corruption. Dreaming in Cuban is “a work that possesses both the intimacy of a Chekov
story and the hallucinatory magic of a novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez” (The New York Times). In
celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the novel’s original publication, this edition features a
new introduction by the author. Praise for Dreaming in Cuban “Remarkable . . . an intricate weaving
of dramatic events with the supernatural and the cosmic . . . evocative and lush.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “Captures the pain, the distance, the frustrations and the dreams of these family dramas
with a vivid, poetic prose.”—The Washington Post “Brilliant . . . With tremendous skill, passion and
humor, Garcia just may have written the definitive story of Cuban exiles and some of those they left
behind.”—The Denver Post

the house on mango street analysis: The House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros
Maria Herrera-Sobek, 2011 Easily one of the most critically and commercially successful novels by a
Mexican American writer. In deceptively simple prose, it tells the stories of a young Mexican
American girl's family and friends and of her coming-of-age within an impoverished Chicago
neighborhood.

the house on mango street analysis: My Wicked Wicked Ways Sandra Cisneros,
2015-04-28 In this beautiful collection of poems, remarkable for their plainspoken radiance, the
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature embraces her first passion-verse. With lines both comic and
sad, Sandra Cisneros deftly-and dazzlingly-explores the human experience. For those familiar with
Cisneros only from her acclaimed fiction, My Wicked Wicked Ways presents her in an entirely new
light. And for readers everywhere, here is a showcase of one of our most powerful writers at her
lyrical best. “Here the young voice of Esperanza of The House on Mango Street merges with that of
the grown woman/poet. My Wicked Wicked Ways is a kind of international graffiti, where the
poet—bold and insistent—puts her mark on those traveled places on the map and in the heart.”
—Cherrie Moraga

the house on mango street analysis: The Christmas Tree and the Wedding Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 2016-08-22 The Christmas Tree and The Wedding is a work by Fyodor
Dostoyevsky.Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky (11 November 1821 - 9 February 1881), sometimes
transliterated Dostoevsky, was a Russian novelist, short story writer, essayist, journalist and
philosopher. Dostoyevsky's literary works explore human psychology in the troubled political, social,
and spiritual atmosphere of 19th-century Russia, and engage with a variety of philosophical and



religious themes.He began writing in his 20s, and his first novel, Poor Folk, was published in 1846
when he was 25. His major works include Crime and Punishment (1866), The Idiot (1869), Demons
(1872) and The Brothers Karamazov (1880). His oeuvre consists of 11 novels, three novellas, 17
short novels and numerous other works. Many literary critics rate him as one of the greatest
psychologists in world literature. His 1864 novella Notes from Underground is considered to be one
of the first works of existentialist literature.Born in Moscow in 1821, Dostoyevsky was introduced to
literature at an early age through fairy tales and legends, and through books by Russian and foreign
authors. His mother died in 1837 when he was 15, and around the same time he left school to enter
the Nikolayev Military Engineering Institute. After graduating, he worked as an engineer and briefly
enjoyed a lavish lifestyle, translating books to earn extra money. In the mid-1840s he wrote his first
novel, Poor Folk, which gained him entry into St. Petersburg's literary circles.In the following years,
Dostoyevsky worked as a journalist, publishing and editing several magazines of his own and later A
Writer's Diary, a collection of his writings. He began to travel around western Europe and developed
a gambling addiction, which led to financial hardship. For a time, he had to beg for money, but he
eventually became one of the most widely read and highly regarded Russian writers. His books have
been translated into more than 170 languages. Dostoyevsky influenced a multitude of writers and
philosophers, from Anton Chekhov and Ernest Hemingway to Friedrich Nietzsche and Jean-Paul
Sartre.In his youth, Dostoyevsky enjoyed reading Nikolai Karamzin's History of the Russian State,
which praised conservatism and Russian independence, ideas that Dostoyevsky would embrace later
in life. Before his arrest for participating in the Petrashevsky Circle in 1849, Dostoyevsky remarked,
As far as I am concerned, nothing was ever more ridiculous than the idea of a republican
government in Russia. In an 1881 edition of his Diaries, Dostoyevsky stated that the Tsar and the
people should form a unity: For the people, the tsar is not an external power, not the power of some
conqueror ... but a power of all the people, an all-unifying power the people themselves
desired.While critical of serfdom, Dostoyevsky was skeptical about the creation of a constitution, a
concept he viewed as unrelated to Russia's history. He described it as a mere gentleman's rule and
believed that a constitution would simply enslave the people.

the house on mango street analysis: American Street Ibi Zoboi, 2017-02-14 A National Book
Award Finalist with five starred reviews and multiple awards! A New York Times Notable Book * A
Time Magazine Best YA Book Of All Time* Publishers Weekly Flying Start * Publishers Weekly Best
Book of the Year * ALA Booklist Editors' Choice of 2017 (Top of the List winner) * School Library
Journal Best Book of the Year * Kirkus Best Book of the Year * BookPage Best YA Book of the Year
An evocative and powerful coming-of-age story perfect for fans of Nicola Yoon and Jason Reynolds In
this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own experience as a
young Haitian immigrant, infusing this lyrical exploration of America with magical realism and
vodou culture. On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would
finally find une belle vie—a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is
detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal,
Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising romance,
all on her own. Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition
presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of
an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream?

the house on mango street analysis: Rastafari Ennis Barrington Edmonds, 2003 Traces the
history of the Rastafarian movement, discussing the impact it has had on Jamaican society, its
successful expansion to North America, the British Isles, and Africa, its role as a dominant cultural
force in the world, and other related topics.

the house on mango street analysis: Blow Your House Down Gina Frangello, 2021-04-06 A
New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice * A Good Morning America Recommended Book * A
LitReactor Best Book of the Year ¢ A BuzzFeed Most Anticipated Book of the Year ¢ A Lit Hub Most
Anticipated Book of the Year * A Rumpus Most Anticipated Book of the Year ¢ A Bustle Most
Anticipated Book of the Month A pathbreaking feminist manifesto, impossible to put down or



dismiss. Gina Frangello tells the morally complex story of her adulterous relationship with a lover
and her shortcomings as a mother, and in doing so, highlights the forces that shaped, silenced, and
shamed her: everyday misogyny, puritanical expectations regarding female sexuality and maternal
sacrifice, and male oppression. —Adrienne Brodeur, author of Wild Game Gina Frangello spent her
early adulthood trying to outrun a youth marked by poverty and violence. Now a long-married wife
and devoted mother, the better life she carefully built is emotionally upended by the death of her
closest friend. Soon, awakened to fault lines in her troubled marriage, Frangello is caught up in a
recklessly passionate affair, leading a double life while continuing to project the image of the perfect
family. When her secrets are finally uncovered, both her home and her identity will implode, testing
the limits of desire, responsibility, love, and forgiveness. Blow Your House Down is a powerful
testimony about the ways our culture seeks to cage women in traditional narratives of self-sacrifice
and erasure. Frangello uses her personal story to examine the place of women in contemporary
society: the violence they experience, the rage they suppress, the ways their bodies often reveal
what they cannot say aloud, and finally, what it means to transgress being good in order to reclaim
your own life.

the house on mango street analysis: Scent of Apples Bienvenido N. Santos, 2015 This
collection of sixteen stories bring the work of a distinguished Filipino writer to an American
audience. Scent of Apples contains work from the 1940s to the 1970s. Although many of Santos's
writings have been published in the Philippines, Scent of Apples is his only book published in the
United States. -- from back cover.

the house on mango street analysis: A Hope in the Unseen Ron Suskind, 2010-08-18 The
inspiring, true coming-of-age story of a ferociously determined young man who, armed only with his
intellect and his willpower, fights his way out of despair. In 1993, Cedric Jennings was a bright and
ferociously determined honor student at Ballou, a high school in one of Washington D.C.’s most
dangerous neighborhoods, where the dropout rate was well into double digits and just 80 students
out of more than 1,350 boasted an average of B or better. At Ballou, Cedric had almost no friends.
He ate lunch in a classroom most days, plowing through the extra work he asked for, knowing that
he was really competing with kids from other, harder schools. Cedric Jennings’s driving
ambition—which was fully supported by his forceful mother—was to attend a top college. In
September 1995, after years of near superhuman dedication, he realized that ambition when he
began as a freshman at Brown University. But he didn't leave his struggles behind. He found himself
unprepared for college: he struggled to master classwork and fit in with the white upper-class
students. Having traveled too far to turn back, Cedric was left to rely on his intelligence and his
determination to maintain hope in the unseen—a future of acceptance and reward. In this updated
edition, A Hope in the Unseen chronicles Cedric’s odyssey during his last two years of high school,
follows him through his difficult first year at Brown, and tells the story of his subsequent successes
in college and the world of work. Eye-opening, sometimes humorous, and often deeply moving, A
Hope in the Unseen weaves a crucial new thread into the rich and ongoing narrative of the American
experience.

the house on mango street analysis: Kabul Beauty School Deborah Rodriguez, Kristin
Ohlson, 2007-04-10 Soon after the fall of the Taliban, in 2001, Deborah Rodriguez went to
Afghanistan as part of a group offering humanitarian aid to this war-torn nation. Surrounded by men
and women whose skills-as doctors, nurses, and therapists-seemed eminently more practical than
her own, Rodriguez, a hairdresser and mother of two from Michigan, despaired of being of any real
use. Yet she soon found she had a gift for befriending Afghans, and once her profession became
known she was eagerly sought out by Westerners desperate for a good haircut and by Afghan
women, who have a long and proud tradition of running their own beauty salons. Thus an idea was
born. With the help of corporate and international sponsors, the Kabul Beauty School welcomed its
first class in 2003. Well meaning but sometimes brazen, Rodriguez stumbled through language
barriers, overstepped cultural customs, and constantly juggled the challenges of a postwar nation
even as she learned how to empower her students to become their families’ breadwinners by



learning the fundamentals of coloring techniques, haircutting, and makeup. Yet within the small
haven of the beauty school, the line between teacher and student quickly blurred as these vibrant
women shared with Rodriguez their stories and their hearts: the newlywed who faked her virginity
on her wedding night, the twelve-year-old bride sold into marriage to pay her family’s debts, the
Taliban member’s wife who pursued her training despite her husband’s constant beatings. Through
these and other stories, Rodriguez found the strength to leave her own unhealthy marriage and
allow herself to love again, Afghan style. With warmth and humor, Rodriguez details the lushness of
a seemingly desolate region and reveals the magnificence behind the burga. Kabul Beauty School is
a remarkable tale of an extraordinary community of women who come together and learn the arts of
perms, friendship, and freedom.

the house on mango street analysis: The Norton Introduction to Literature Kelly ] Mays,
2015-10-08 The Norton Introduction to Literature presents an engaging, balanced selection of
literature to suit any course. Offering a thorough treatment of historical and critical context, the
most comprehensive media package available, and a rich suite of tools to encourage close reading
and thoughtful writing, the Shorter Twelfth Edition is unparalleled in its guidance of understanding,
analyzing, and writing about literature.

the house on mango street analysis: Fifty Feminist Mantras Amelia Hruby, 2020-10-06 An
illustrated journal for feminists looking to raise their consciousness and strengthen their well-being
in a positive, inclusive, and radical way. Fifty Feminist Mantras began as a weekly blog post and
blossomed into a year-long project with the purpose of helping readers embrace feminism and
themselves as feminists. Inside are fifty mantras—memorable phrases or words—arranged by week
and season. Each mantra is paired with guided reflections and writing prompts, along with journal
pages for readers to fill. Sample mantras: Grow Soft: As we consider soft power, [ invite you to
experiment with growing softer. How might this make you more powerful? Enact Your Emotions:
Which of your emotions lead you toward other people and into action with them? (Does being angry
rile you up the most? Being hurt? Falling in love? Feeling scammed?) How you can express those
emotions with purpose?

the house on mango street analysis: Silent Dancing Judith Ortiz Cofer, 1991-01-01 Silent
Dancing is a personal narrative made up of Judith Ortiz Coferf{s recollections of the
bilingual-bicultural childhood which forged her personality as a writer and artist. The daughter of a
Navy man, Ortiz Cofer was born in Puerto Rico and spent her childhood shuttling between the small
island of her birth and New Jersey. In fluid, clear, incisive prose, as well as in the poems she
includes to highlight the major themes, Ortiz Cofer has added an important chapter to
autobiography, Hispanic American Creativity and womenis literature. Silent Dancing has been
awarded the 1991 PEN/Martha Albrand Special Citation for Nonfiction and has been selected for
The New York Public Libraryls 1991 Best Books for the Teen Age.

the house on mango street analysis: Second-class Citizen Buchi Emecheta, 1994 Adah, a
woman from the Ibo tribe, moves to England to live with her Nigerian student husband. She soon
discovers that life for a young Nigerian woman living in London in the 1960s is grim. Rejected by
British society and thwarted by her husband, who expects her to be subservient to him, she is forced
to face up to life as a second-class citizen.--Back cover

the house on mango street analysis: GRE Prep by Magoosh Magoosh, Chris Lele, Mike
McGarry, 2016-12-07 Magoosh gives students everything they need to make studying a breeze.
We've branched out from our online GRE prep program and free apps to bring you this GRE prep
book. We know sometimes you don't have easy access to the Internet--or maybe you just like
scribbling your notes in the margins of a page! Whatever your reason for picking up this book, we're
thrilled to take this ride together. In these pages you'll find: --Tons of tips, FAQs, and GRE strategies
to get you ready for the big test. --More than 130 verbal and quantitative practice questions with
thorough explanations. --Stats for each practice question, including its difficulty rating and the
percent of students who typically answer it correctly. We want you to know exactly how tough GRE
questions tend to be so you'll know what to expect on test day. --A full-length practice test with an



answer key and detailed explanations. --Multiple practice prompts for the analytical writing
assessment section, with tips on how to grade each of your essays. If you're not already familiar with
Magoosh online, here's what you need to know: --Our materials are top-notch--we've designed each
of our practice questions based on careful analysis of millions of students' answers. --We really want
to see you do your best. That's why we offer a score improvement guarantee to students who use the
online premium Magoosh program. --20% of our students earn a top 10% score on the GRE.
--Magoosh students score on average 12 points higher on the test than all other GRE takers. --We've
helped more than 1.5 million students prepare for standardized tests online and with our mobile
apps. So crack open this book, join us online at magoosh.com, and let's get you ready to rock the
GRE!

the house on mango street analysis: The Madonnas of Echo Park Brando Skyhorse,
2011-02-08 We slipped into this country like thieves, onto the land that once was ours. With these
words, spoken by an illegal Mexican day laborer, The Madonnas of Echo Park takes us into the
unseen world of Los Angeles, following the men and women who cook the meals, clean the homes,
and struggle to lose their ethnic identity in the pursuit of the American dream. When a dozen or so
girls and mothers gather on an Echo Park street corner to act out a scene from a Madonna music
video, they find themselves caught in the crossfire of a drive-by shooting. In the aftermath, Aurora
Esperanza grows distant from her mother, Felicia, who as a housekeeper in the Hollywood Hills
establishes a unique relationship with a detached housewife. The Esperanzas’ shifting lives connect
with those of various members of their neighborhood. A day laborer trolls the streets for work with
men half his age and witnesses a murder that pits his morality against his illegal status; a religious
hypocrite gets her comeuppance when she meets the Virgin Mary at a bus stop on Sunset Boulevard;
a typical bus route turns violent when cultures and egos collide in the night, with devastating
results; and Aurora goes on a journey through her gentrified childhood neighborhood in a quest to
discover her own history and her place in the land that all Mexican Americans dream of, the land
that belongs to us again. Like the Academy Award-winning film Crash, The Madonnas of Echo Park
follows the intersections of its characters and cultures in Los Angeles. In the footsteps of Junot Diaz
and Sherman Alexie, Brando Skyhorse in his debut novel gives voice to one neighborhood in Los
Angeles with an astonishing— and unforgettable—lyrical power.

the house on mango street analysis: Diving into the Wreck: Poems 1971-1972 Adrienne
Rich, 2013-04-01 In her seventh volume of poetry, Adrienne Rich searches to reclaim—to
discover—what has been forgotten, lost, or unexplored. I came to explore the wreck. / The words are
purposes. / The words are maps. / I came to see the damage that was done / and the treasures that
prevail. These provocative poems move with the power of Rich's distinctive voice.

the house on mango street analysis: Apology for Want Mary Jo Bang, 1997 Winner of the
1996 Bakeless Literary Publication Prize for Poetry.

the house on mango street analysis: You Are What You Eat Gillian McKeith, 2006-03-28 A
clear, no-nonsense nutritional guide to a healthier life, from the author of Gillian McKeith’s Food
Bible and Slim for Life. With over 2 million copies sold worldwide, Gillian McKeith’s You Are What
You Eat is a national bestseller that has changed the way people think about food and nutrition. You
Are What You Eat features real-life diet makeovers and case studies, easy to use lists and charts, and
beautiful full color photographs. By encouraging you to eat more nutrient-dense, flavorful whole
foods, You Are What You Eat will teach you how to stay healthy and satisfied. This healthy guide also
includes: ¢ Gillian McKeith’s “Diet of Abundance” * A 7-Day jumpstart plan * The Food IQ Test ¢
Complete shopping guide and meal plan * Healthy and delicious Mediterranean-inspired recipes

the house on mango street analysis: The Bite of the Mango Mariatu Kamara, 2008-09-12
As a child in a small rural village in Sierra Leone, Mariatu Kamara lived peacefully surrounded by
family and friends. Rumors of rebel attacks were no more than a distant worry. But when 12-year-old
Mariatu set out for a neighboring village, she never arrived. Heavily armed rebel soldiers, many no
older than children themselves, attacked and tortured Mariatu. During this brutal act of senseless
violence they cut off both her hands. Stumbling through the countryside, Mariatu miraculously



survived. The sweet taste of a mango, her first food after the attack, reaffirmed her desire to live,
but the challenge of clutching the fruit in her bloodied arms reinforced the grim new reality that
stood before her. With no parents or living adult to support her and living in a refugee camp, she
turned to begging in the streets of Freetown. As told to her by Mariatu, journalist Susan McClelland
has written the heartbreaking true story of the brutal attack, its aftermath and Mariatu’s eventual
arrival in Toronto where she began to pull together the pieces of her broken life with courage,
astonishing resilience and hope.

the house on mango street analysis: Vintage Cisneros Sandra Cisneros, 2007-12-18 Vintage
Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the great modern writers: The celebrated bestselling
author of The House on Mango Street “knows both that the heart can be broken and that it can rise
and soar like a bird. Whatever story she chooses to tell, we should be listening for a long time to
come (The Washington Post Book World). A winner of the PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature and the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship, Sandra Cisneros evokes
working-class Latino experience with an irresistible mix of realism and lyrical exuberance. Vintage
Cisneros features an excerpt from her bestselling novel The House on Mango Street, which has
become a favorite in school classrooms across the country. Also included are a chapter from her
novel, Caramelo; a generous selection of poems from My Wicked Wicked Ways and Loose Woman;
and seven stories from her award-winning collection Woman Hollering Creek.

the house on mango street analysis: The Street Ann Petry, 2013-08-23 WITH A NEW
INTRODUCTION FROM NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR TAYARI JONES “How can a
novel’s social criticism be so unflinching and clear, yet its plot moves like a house on fire? [ am
tempted to describe Petry as a magician for the many ways that The Street amazes, but this
description cheapens her talent . . . Petry is a gifted artist.” — Tayari Jones, from the Introduction
The Street follows the spirited Lutie Johnson, a newly single mother whose efforts to claim a share of
the American Dream for herself and her young son meet frustration at every turn in 1940s Harlem.
Opening a fresh perspective on the realities and challenges of black, female, working-class life, The
Street became the first novel by an African American woman to sell more than a million copies.

the house on mango street analysis: The Tattooed Soldier Héctor Tobar, 2014-10-07 Antonio
Bernal is a Guatemalan refugee in Los Angeles haunted by memories of his wife and child, who were
murdered at the hands of a man marked with yellow ink. In a park near Antonio's apartment,
Guillermo Longoria extends his arm and reveals a sinister tattoo—yellow pelt, black spots, red
mouth. It is the sign of the death squad, the Jaguar Battalion of the Guatemalan army. This chance
encounter between Antonio and his family's killer ignites a psychological showdown between these
two men. Each will discover that the war in Central America has migrated with them as they are
engulfed by the quemazones—the great burning of the Los Angeles riots. A tragic tale of loss and
destiny in the underbelly of an American city, The Tattooed Soldier is Pulitzer Prize-winning
reporter Héctor Tobar's mesmerizing exploration of violence and the marks it leaves upon us.

the house on mango street analysis: Teaching Literature to Adolescents Richard Beach,
Deborah Appleman, Susan Hynds, Jeffrey Wilhelm, 2013-08-21 This text for pre-service and
in-service English education courses presents current methods of teaching literature to middle and
high school students. The methods are based on social-constructivist/socio-cultural theories of
literacy learning, and incorporate research on literary response conducted by the authors. Teaching
Literature to Adolescents - a totally new text that draws on ideas from the best selling textbook,
Teaching Literature in the Secondary School, by Beach and Marshall - reflects and builds on recent
key developments in theory and practice in the field, including: the importance of providing students
with a range of critical lenses for analyzing texts and interrogating the beliefs, attitudes, and
ideological perspectives encountered in literature; organization of the literature curriculum around
topics, themes, or issues; infusion of multicultural literature and emphasis on how writers portray
race, class, and gender differences; use of drama as a tool for enhancing understanding of texts;
employment of a range of different ways to write about literature; integration of critical analysis of
film and media texts with the study of literature; blending of quality young adult literature into the



curriculum; and attention to students who have difficulty succeeding in literature classes due to
reading difficulties, disparities between school and home cultures, attitudes toward school/English,
or lack of engagement with assigned texts or response activities. The interactive Web site contains
recommended readings, resources, and activities; links to Web sites and PowerPoint presentations;
and opportunities for readers to contribute teaching units to the Web site databases. Instructors and
students in middle and high school English methods courses will appreciate the clear, engaging,
useful integration of theory, methods, and pedagogical features offered in this text.

the house on mango street analysis: The Tequila Worm Viola Canales, 2007-12-18 Sofia
comes from a family of storytellers. Here are her tales of growing up in the barrio in McAllen, Texas,
full of the magic and mystery of family traditions: making Easter cascarones, celebrating el Dia de
los Muertos, preparing for quinceafiera, rejoicing in the Christmas nacimiento, and curing
homesickness by eating the tequila worm. When Sofia is singled out to receive a scholarship to
boarding school, she longs to explore life beyond the barrio, even though it means leaving her family
to navigate a strange world of rich, privileged kids. It’s a different mundo, but one where Sofia’s
traditions take on new meaning and illuminate her path.

the house on mango street analysis: The Walrus and the Carpenter Lewis Carroll, 1986 A
walrus and a carpenter encounter some oysters during their walk on the beach--an unfortunate
meeting for the oysters.

the house on mango street analysis: Have You Seen Marie? Sandra Cisneros, 2012-10-02
The internationally acclaimed author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the PEN/Nabokov
Award for Achievement in International Literature gives us a deeply moving tale of loss, grief, and
healing: a lyrically told, richly illustrated fable for grown-ups about a woman’s search for a cat who
goes missing in the wake of her mother’s death. The word “orphan” might not seem to apply to a
fifty-three-year-old woman. Yet this is exactly how Sandra feels as she finds herself motherless,
alone like “a glove left behind at the bus station.” What just might save her is her search for
someone else gone missing: Marie, the black-and-white cat of her friend, Roz, who ran off the day
they arrived from Tacoma. As Sandra and Roz scour the streets of San Antonio, posting flyers and
asking everywhere, “Have you seen Marie?” the pursuit of this one small creature takes on
unexpected urgency and meaning. With full-color illustrations that bring this transformative quest to
vivid life, Have You Seen Marie? showcases a beloved author’s storytelling magic, in a tale that
reminds us how love, even when it goes astray, does not stay lost forever.

the house on mango street analysis: Chanda's Secrets Allan Stratton, 2004-03-06 Chanda’s
mother is not herself, her younger sister is acting out, and her best friend needs help. A powerful
story set amid the African HIV/AIDS pandemic. In this sensitive, swiftly paced story, readers will find
echoes of To Kill a Mockingbird as Chanda, a 16-year-old, astonishingly perceptive girl living in the
small city of Bonang in Africa, must confront the undercurrents of shame and stigma associated with
HIV/AIDS. Through his artful style and dramatic storytelling, Allan Stratton captures the enduring
strength of loyalty, the profound impact of loss, and a fearlessness that is powered by the heart.
Above all, it is a story about living with truth. Proceeds from the sale of this book will be used to
support organizations working to better the lives of Africans living with HIV/AIDS.

the house on mango street analysis: Lyddie Katherine Paterson, 1995-01-01 From two-time
Newbery award-winning author Katherine Paterson. When Lyddie and her younger brother are hired
out as servants to help pay off their family farm's debts, Lyddie is determined to find a way to
reunite her family once again. Hearing about all the money a girl can make working in the textile
mills in Lowell, Massachusetts, she makes her way there, only to find that her dreams of returning
home may never come true. Includes an all-new common core aligned educator's guide. Rich in
historical detail...a superb story of grit, determination, and personal growth. —The Horn Book,
starred review Lyddie is full of life, full of lives, full of reality. —The New York Times Book Review
An ALA Notable Book An ALA Best Book for Young Adults A Booklist Editor's Choice American
Bookseller Pick of the Lists School Library Journal Best Book Parents magazine Best Book

the house on mango street analysis: Don't Give It Away! Iyanla Vanzant, Almasi Wilcots,



1999-07-06 Provides meditations and affirmations designed to help young women develop
confidence, self-respect, and independence

the house on mango street analysis: Puro Amor Sandra Cisneros, 2018-10-09 Sandra
Cisneros has a fondness for animals and this little gem of a story makes that abundantly clear. “La
casa azul,” the cobalt blue residence of Mister and Missus Rivera, overflows with hairless dogs,
monkeys, a fawn, a “passionate” Guacamaya macaw, tarantulas, an iguana, and rescues that
resemble “ancient Olmec pottery.” Missus loves the rescues most “because their eyes were filled
with grief.” She takes lavish care of her husband too, a famous artist, though her neighbors insist he
has eyes for other women: “He’s spoiled.” “He’s a fat toad.” She cannot reject him. “...because love
is like that. No matter how much it bites, we enjoy and admire the scars.” Thus, the generous
creatures pawing her belly, sleeping on her pillow, and “kneeling outside her door like the adoring
Magi before the just-born Christ.” This beautiful chapbook is bi-lingual and contains several
illustrations—line drawings by Cisneros herself.

the house on mango street analysis: Caramelo Sandra Cisneros, 2013-04-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER - Every year, Ceyala “Lala” Reyes' family—aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, and Lala's
six older brothers—packs up three cars and, in a wild ride, drive from Chicago to the Little
Grandfather and Awful Grandmother's house in Mexico City for the summer. From the celebrated
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. Struggling to find a voice above the boom of her brothers
and to understand her place on this side of the border and that, Lala is a shrewd observer of family
life. But when she starts telling the Awful Grandmother's life story, seeking clues to how she got to
be so awful, grandmother accuses Lala of exaggerating. Soon, a multigenerational family narrative
turns into a whirlwind exploration of storytelling, lies, and life. Like the cherished rebozo, or shawl,
that has been passed down through generations of Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with the
vibrations of history, family, and love. From the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature.
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