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The Importance of Being Earnest: A Deep Dive
Analysis

Introduction:

Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest isn't just a witty play; it's a
satirical masterpiece that continues to resonate with audiences over a
century later. This isn't your typical stuffy Victorian-era drama. Instead,
it's a sparkling comedy of manners that cleverly skewers societal hypocrisy,
explores the complexities of identity, and delivers laugh-out-loud moments
with razor-sharp precision. This in-depth analysis will unpack the play's
enduring appeal, examining its themes, characters, and enduring relevance in
the modern world. We'll delve into the satirical targets, explore the nuances
of Wilde's comedic genius, and ultimately understand why The Importance of
Being Earnest remains a cornerstone of English literature. Prepare to be
thoroughly entertained and enlightened!

The Masterful Use of Irony and Satire:1.

Wilde's genius lies in his masterful use of irony and satire. The very title,
"The Importance of Being Earnest," is ironic, as the play's "earnestness" is
largely a fabricated façade used by Jack and Algernon to pursue their
romantic interests. The play satirizes Victorian society's obsession with
appearances, its rigid social structures, and its hypocritical moral codes.
Characters like Lady Bracknell, with her absurdly stringent standards for
marriage prospects, embody this societal hypocrisy. Her infamous
interrogation of Jack highlights the superficiality of Victorian values,
emphasizing wealth, lineage, and social standing above genuine character. The
constant deception and playful lies employed by the protagonists further
expose the shallowness of the social circles they inhabit.

Exploring Themes of Identity and Deception:1.

A central theme is the exploration of identity and deception. Both Jack and
Algernon construct alter egos – "Ernest" – to escape the constraints of their



social roles and pursue their romantic desires. This playful deception
underscores the fluidity of identity and the artificiality of societal
expectations. The "Bunburying" plot device, where Algernon uses a fictional
invalid friend as an excuse to escape his responsibilities, highlights the
lengths to which individuals will go to maintain a double life and avoid
societal pressures. This theme resonates even today, as individuals navigate
complex social expectations and the desire for authenticity in a world often
obsessed with appearances.

Love, Marriage, and the Pursuit of Happiness:1.

Love and marriage are central to the play's narrative, but Wilde doesn't
present them as straightforward ideals. The pursuit of love is intertwined
with deception and societal pressures. Jack and Gwendolen's infatuation with
the name "Ernest" reveals the superficiality of their initial attraction,
while Algernon's cynical approach to romance highlights the complexities of
relationships. The play satirizes the Victorian marriage market, where social
standing and financial security often trump genuine affection. The
resolution, however, suggests a possibility of genuine connection, even
amidst the chaos of fabricated identities and societal expectations.

The Significance of Trivial Pursuits and Social Commentary:1.

While seemingly lighthearted, the play offers insightful social commentary.
The characters' preoccupation with trivial matters, such as handbag sizes and
cucumber sandwiches, ironically highlights the emptiness of their lives
within the rigid confines of Victorian society. This focus on superficiality
serves as a critique of the societal values that prioritize appearances over
substance. The constant misunderstandings and mistaken identities amplify
this commentary, suggesting a broader disconnect between outward appearances
and inner realities.

The Enduring Legacy and Relevance of Wilde's Wit:1.

Wilde's wit and wordplay are perhaps the play's most enduring aspects. His
sharp observations on social conventions and human nature are delivered with
such comedic brilliance that they remain relevant even today. The play’s
enduring popularity speaks to its ability to transcend time and cultural
context. The witty repartee, the clever puns, and the satirical observations
continue to resonate with audiences who appreciate intelligent humor and



social critique. The play’s timeless quality lies in its exploration of
universal themes of identity, love, and social hypocrisy.

Character Analysis: A Closer Look at Key Figures:1.

Jack Worthing: The protagonist, torn between his responsible self and his
"Ernest" persona.
Algernon Moncrieff: Jack's witty and charming friend, who shares his penchant
for deception.
Gwendolen Fairfax: A sophisticated and determined young woman obsessed with
the name "Ernest."
Cecily Cardew: Gwendolen's cousin, equally charming and intelligent, also
drawn to the "Ernest" persona.
Lady Bracknell: The formidable matriarch, who embodies Victorian social
hypocrisy.

Staging and Performance Considerations:1.

The play's success depends heavily on its staging and the actors' delivery of
Wilde's witty dialogue. The comedic timing and physical comedy are crucial to
conveying the play's satirical tone. Costumes and set design play a
significant role in establishing the Victorian setting and enhancing the
overall comedic effect.

Critical Reception and Interpretations:1.

The Importance of Being Earnest has been subject to various critical
interpretations over the years. Some critics focus on the play's satirical
aspects, while others explore its themes of identity and social critique. The
play's enduring popularity has led to countless productions and adaptations,
each contributing to its rich and varied critical landscape.

Conclusion: A Timeless Masterpiece:1.

The Importance of Being Earnest remains a timeless masterpiece of English
literature. Its witty dialogue, insightful social commentary, and exploration



of universal themes continue to captivate audiences worldwide. The play’s
enduring appeal lies in its ability to entertain and provoke thought
simultaneously, making it a truly exceptional work of art. Its legacy as a
cornerstone of comedic drama ensures its continued relevance and appreciation
for generations to come.

A Detailed Outline of the Analysis:

Name: A Comprehensive Analysis of Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being
Earnest

Contents:

Introduction: A brief overview of the play and its enduring appeal.
Chapter 1: The Masterful Use of Irony and Satire – Examining Wilde's
satirical targets and comedic techniques.
Chapter 2: Exploring Themes of Identity and Deception – Analyzing the
characters' use of false identities and the play's exploration of identity
fluidity.
Chapter 3: Love, Marriage, and the Pursuit of Happiness – Exploring the
play's portrayal of love, marriage, and societal expectations.
Chapter 4: The Significance of Trivial Pursuits and Social Commentary –
Analyzing the play's subtle social critique through seemingly trivial
details.
Chapter 5: The Enduring Legacy and Relevance of Wilde's Wit – Examining the
play's enduring popularity and its timeless wit.
Chapter 6: Character Analysis: A Closer Look at Key Figures – In-depth
analysis of major characters.
Chapter 7: Staging and Performance Considerations – Discussion of staging,
acting, and design elements crucial to the play's success.
Chapter 8: Critical Reception and Interpretations – Exploring different
critical viewpoints on the play.
Conclusion: Summarizing the key themes and enduring legacy of The Importance
of Being Earnest.

(Note: The detailed explanation of each chapter point is already incorporated
into the main body of the blog post above.)

FAQs:

What is the central theme of The Importance of Being Earnest? The1.
central themes revolve around the exploration of identity, deception,
societal hypocrisy, and the pursuit of love within the confines of rigid
Victorian social structures.



How does Wilde use satire in the play? Wilde employs satire through1.
witty dialogue, ironic situations, and exaggerated characters to
critique Victorian societal norms and values.

What is the significance of the name "Ernest"? The name "Ernest"1.
represents an idealized, respectable persona adopted by Jack and
Algernon to pursue their romantic interests, highlighting the
artificiality of social expectations.

Who is Lady Bracknell, and what is her role in the play? Lady Bracknell1.
is a formidable matriarch who represents the epitome of Victorian social
hypocrisy, using her authority to gatekeep acceptable marriage prospects
based on superficial standards.

What is "Bunburying"? Bunburying is a fabricated invalid friend used by1.
Algernon as an excuse to escape social obligations, highlighting the
lengths to which individuals will go to avoid societal pressures.

What is the play's significance in literary history? The Importance of1.
Being Earnest is a cornerstone of English literature, renowned for its
witty dialogue, insightful social commentary, and enduring popularity.

How does the play comment on Victorian society? The play satirizes1.
Victorian society's obsession with appearances, its rigid social
structures, and its hypocritical moral codes.

What makes the play's humor so effective? Wilde's humor is effective due1.
to its wit, wordplay, clever use of irony, and the comedic timing
inherent in the dialogue and situations.

What is the lasting impact of The Importance of Being Earnest? The1.
play's lasting impact lies in its continued relevance, its exploration



of universal themes, and its enduring place in comedic and dramatic
literature.

Related Articles:

Oscar Wilde's Life and Works: A biographical overview of Wilde's life1.
and a discussion of his major literary contributions.

The Victorian Era and Its Social Conventions: An analysis of Victorian1.
society and its influence on Wilde's work.

The Use of Irony in Victorian Literature: A broader examination of1.
irony's role in Victorian literary works.

A Comparative Analysis of Wilde's Plays: A comparison of The Importance1.
of Being Earnest with other Wilde plays like Lady Windermere's Fan.

Themes of Deception in 19th-Century Literature: A wider exploration of1.
deception as a literary theme in the 19th century.

The Role of Women in Victorian Society: An exploration of women's roles1.
and limitations during the Victorian era, in the context of Wilde's
play.

Staging The Importance of Being Earnest: A guide for staging and1.
directing productions of the play.

Critical Interpretations of The Importance of Being Earnest: A summary1.
of various critical perspectives on Wilde's masterpiece.



The Enduring Appeal of Farce in Theatre: An examination of the enduring1.
popularity of farce as a dramatic genre, including its use in The
Importance of Being Earnest.

  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde,
2014-08-01 Jack Worthing gets antsy living at his country estate. As an excuse, he spins tales of his
rowdy brother Earnest living in London. When Jack rushes to the city to confront his brother, he's
free to become Earnest and live a different lifestyle. In London, his best friend, Algernon, begins to
suspect Earnest is leading a double life. Earnest confesses that his real name is Jack and admits the
ruse has become tricky as two women have become enchanted with the idea of marrying Earnest.
On a whim, Algernon also pretends to be Earnest and encounters the two women as they meet at the
estate. With two Earnests who aren't really earnest and two women in love with little more than a
name, this play is a classic comedy of errors. This is an unabridged version of Oscar Wilde's English
play, first published in 1899.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Gone-Away Lake Elizabeth Enright, 2000 Portia
and her cousin Julian discover adventure in a hidden colony of forgotten summer houses on the
shores of a swampy lake.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Ernest Ernest Cline,
2014-08-22 Familiar and resonant, Cline's collection takes readers into a private landscape of
science fiction, pop culture, and pornography. Ernest Cline is a geek, novelist, poet, and
screenwriter based in Austin, Texas. In addition to winning poetry slams, Cline is known for
screenwriting Fanboys, released in 2009. He also recently sold the film rights to his latest book,
Armada.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Charles
Osborne, Oscar Wilde, 2015-10-27 The Importance of Being Earnest shows a full measure of Oscar
Wilde's legendary wit, and embodies more than any of his other plays, his decency and warmth. This
edition contains substantial excerpts from the original four-act version which was never produced,
as well as the full text of the final three-act version, selections from Wilde's correspondence, and
commentary by George Bernard Shaw, Max Beerbohm, St. John Hankin, and James Agate.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Lady Windermere's Fan Oscar Wilde, 1893 Lady
Windermere's Fan, A Play About a Good Woman is a four-act comedy by Oscar Wilde, first produced
22 February 1892 at the St James's Theatre in London. The play was first published in 1893. Like
many of Wilde's comedies, it bitingly satirizes the morals of society.The story concerns Lady
Windermere, who suspects that her husband is having an affair with another woman. She confronts
him with it but although he denies it, he invites the other woman, Mrs Erlynne, to his wife's birthday
ball. Angered by her husband's supposed unfaithfulness, Lady Windermere decides to leave her
husband for another lover. After discovering what has transpired, Mrs Erlynne follows Lady
Windermere and attempts to persuade her to return to her husband and in the course of this, Mrs
Erlynne is discovered in a compromising position. It is then revealed Mrs Erlynne is Lady
Windermere's mother, who abandoned her family twenty years before the time the play is set. Mrs
Erlynne sacrifices herself and her reputation to save her daughter's marriage. The best known line
of the play sums up the central theme.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: British Aestheticism and Ancient Greece S.
Evangelista, 2015-12-17 This book is the first comprehensive study of the reception of classical
Greece among English aesthetic writers of the nineteenth century. By exploring this history of



reception, it aims to give readers a new and fuller understanding of literary aestheticism, its
intellectual contexts, and its challenges to mainstream Victorian culture.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Oscar Wilde and the Radical Politics of the Fin de
Siècle Deaglán Ó Donghaile, 2020 This book reads Oscar Wilde's literary texts in relation to his open
support for revolutionaries, along with his expressions of solidarity with Irish republicans,
anarchists, workers and migrants.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays
Oscar Wilde, 2014-07-21 Enriched Classics offer readers accessible editions of great works of
literature enhanced by helpful notes and commentary. Each book includes educational tools
alongside the text, enabling students and readers alike to gain a deeper and more developed
understanding of the writer and their work. Wilde’s classic comedy of manners, The Importance of
Being Earnest, a satire of Victorian social hypocrisy and considered Wilde’s greatest dramatic
achievement, and his other popular plays—Lady Windermere’s Fan, An Ideal Husband, and
Salome—challenged contemporary notions of sex and sensibility, class and cultural identity.
Enriched Classics enhance your engagement by introducing and explaining the historical and
cultural significance of the work, the author’s personal history, and what impact this book had on
subsequent scholarship. Each book includes discussion questions that help clarify and reinforce
major themes and reading recommendations for further research. Read with confidence.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1968
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Old Man and the Sea Ernest Hemingway,
2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Old Man and the Sea by
Ernest Hemingway. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind.
Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The
books are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the
acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Fun Home Alison Bechdel, 2007 A fresh and
brilliantly told memoir from a cult favorite comic artist, marked by gothic twists, a family funeral
home, sexual angst, and great books. This breakout book by Alison Bechdel is a darkly funny family
tale, pitch-perfectly illustrated with Bechdel's sweetly gothic drawings. Like Marjane Satrapi's
Persepolis, it's a story exhilaratingly suited to graphic memoir form. Meet Alison's father, a historic
preservation expert and obsessive restorer of the family's Victorian home, a third-generation funeral
home director, a high school English teacher, an icily distant parent, and a closeted homosexual
who, as it turns out, is involved with his male students and a family babysitter. Through narrative
that is alternately heartbreaking and fiercely funny, we are drawn into a daughter's complex
yearning for her father. And yet, apart from assigned stints dusting caskets at the family-owned fun
home, as Alison and her brothers call it, the relationship achieves its most intimate expression
through the shared code of books. When Alison comes out as homosexual herself in late adolescense,
the denouement is swift, graphic -- and redemptive.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Fantasticks Harvey Schmidt, Tom Jones,
2000-02 The Fantasticks tells an age-old tale. Its ingredients are simple: a boy, a girl, two fathers,
and a wall. Its scenery, a tattered cardboard moon, hovers over an empty wooden platform. With
these bare essentials, Jones and Schmdt launched a theatrical phenomenon unmatched the world
over.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde,
1899 Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious People,” Wilde’s play is a brilliantly satirical comedy of
manners, sending up the absurdity of Victorian social mores and cleverly critiquing the conventions
of love and marriage. The tale of two gentlemen who adopt fictitious identities in order to woo the
objects of their affections is Wilde’s most beloved work, considered to be one of the wittiest plays
ever written in English. The glowing critical reception in London on opening night at the St. James
Theater in 1895 marked the high point of Wilde’s career as a writer.



  the importance of being earnest analysis: An Ideal Husband Oscar Wilde, 1912
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Ernest Justin Lloyd, 2013
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Ernest, the lovable blue-collar buffoon, was a staple of pop culture
in countless commercials, nearly a dozen movies and an award-winning Saturday-morning TV show.
Today, millions of fans still mourn the loss of actor Jim Varney, who portrayed Ernest and who died
at age 50 in 2000 of cancer. Ernest fans are finally getting the biography they have been waiting for
in this comprehensive work by Jim's nephew, Justin Lloyd. The Importance of Being Ernest: The Life
of Actor Jim Varney traces Jim's journey from a child in Lexington, Kentucky, with dreams of being a
stage and film actor to becoming an iconic entertainment figure in the tradition of Charlie Chaplin's
The Little Tramp.The book is based on numerous interviews with family members and intimates of
Jim who have never spoken publicly before about what drove the actor and how he overcame many
personal and professional obstacles to attain success. But with that success came a price: Jim longed
for stage and film roles beyond Ernest, and they were difficult to come by because of his symbiosis
with the character. Yet Jim persevered, ultimately winning major movie roles such as Jed Clampett in
The Beverly Hillbillies and (the voice of) Slinky Dog in the first two Toy Story films. The book also
explores the genius of the small Nashville advertising agency that created Ernest and how it spread
his popularity decades before going viral became associated with achieving global stardom.Even at
the height of his career, Jim never forgot he was a descendant of Appalachian coal miners, and he
remained true to his values, his friends and his family. Jim always strove for authenticity and
humanity inside his hillbilly humor, endearing him to fans from every walk of life. The Importance of
Being Ernest: The Life of Actor Jim Varney documents the life of an unforgettable figure in American
comedy whose legacy endures today.The Importance of Being Ernest: The Life of Actor Jim Varney
contains never-before-seen photos from the Varney family's private collection.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Everything in This Country Must Colum McCann,
2013-06-25 Colum McCann's Everything in This Country Must, a writer of fierce originality and
haunting lyricism, turns to the troubles in Northern Ireland and reveals the reverberations of
political tragedy in the most intimate lives of men and women, parents and children. In the title
story, a teenage girl must choose between allegiance to her Catholic father and gratitude to the
British soldiers who have saved the family's horse. The young hero of Hunger Strike, a novella, tries
to replicate the experience of his uncle, an IRA prisoner on hunger strike. And in Wood, a small boy
does his part for the Protestant marches, concealing his involvement from his blind father. Writing in
a new form, but with the skill and force and sparkling poetry that have brought him international
acclaim, Colum McCann has delivered masterful, memorable short fiction.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Judas Kiss David Hare, 1998 Portraying the
two critical moments in Oscar Wilde's late life -- when he decides to stay in England and face
imprisonment and the night after his release, two years later -- David Hare's The Judas Kiss presents
the consequences of taking an uncompromisingly moral position in a world defined by fear,
expedience, and conformity.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Last Bookshop Emma Young, 2021-03-02 A
book for book lovers, The Last Bookshop is a uplifting novel that reminds us never to underestimate
the power of people who love books. Cait is a bookshop owner and book nerd whose social life
revolves around her mobile bookselling service hand-picking titles for elderly clients, particularly the
grandmotherly June. After a tough decade for retail, Book Fiend is the last bookshop in the CBD, and
the last independent retailer on a street given over to high-end labels. Profits are small, but clients
are loyal. When James breezes into Book Fiend, Cait realises life might hold more than her shop and
her cat, but while the new romance distracts her, luxury chain stores are circling Book Fiend's prime
location, and a more personal tragedy is looming.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Essays Oscar Wilde, 1972
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Writings of Oscar Wilde Oscar Wilde, 1907
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Gender Roles and Female Power in Oscar Wilde's
"The Importance of Being Earnest" , 2020-03-17 Essay from the year 2019 in the subject English



Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Amsterdam, language:
English, abstract: Oscar Wilde's plays are characterized by satirical wit that exposes and derides the
norms, values and believes of Victorian society. Although it could be argued that his comedies were
mainly designed to amuse the aristocratic audience, his characters challenge the dominate gender
roles in a revolutionary way. In her article Gender roles in the 19th century, Kathryn Hughes
explains, that during the Victorian period men and women's roles became more sharply defined than
at any time in history. It can be said that the clear division of two gender roles is created by a social
system and the prevailing cultural beliefs of a society.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Comic Effects in ́The Importance of Being
Earnest ́ by Oscar Wilde Stefanie Grill, 2007-09 Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7 (A-), University of Stuttgart (FB
Anglistics), course: Critical Analysis: Comedy, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: The Importance of Being Earnest was written by the famous Irish author Oscar Wilde.
Wilde was born in 1854 and died of cerebral meningitis in 1900. The Importance of Being Earnest
was his final and most lasting play - by all accounts, a masterpiece of modern comedy.1 This play is
filled with wit and wisdom, which Wilde himself wrote of it, too. Well I think, an amusing thing with
lots of fun and wit might be made.2 It represents Wilde s late -Victorian view of the aristocracy,
marriage, wit and social life. The play tells the story of Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff. Both
men lead a double life. One in the country and one in the city. Then, they both fall in love, and a
series of crises threatens to spoil their romantic pursuits. The main plot line of the play is definitely
marriage. Of course Wilde pokes fun at the institution of marriage, which he saw as a practice
surrounded by hypocrisy and absurdity.2 He focuses on the higher class and satirises the life of the
English aristocracy. His characters are typical Victorian snobs who are arrogant, overly proper,
formal and concerned with money. This essay will provide an outline of the comic effects in this play.
How Wilde uses humour, satire, farce and irony. The analysis will show, what makes this comedy so
funny and so special. The essay will show some combinations of dialogue, dramatic irony, social
criticism, characterisation and exaggeration and it will prove that the dialogues with its puns and
epigrams are the basis for the humour in Wilde s last play.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Words. Sounds. Images Amit Khanna, 2019-12-31
Ambitious and encyclopaedic in scope, this is a first-of-its-kind book that presents the history of
media and entertainment in India -- from the times of the Indus Valley Civilization right up to the
twenty-first century. The book starts with an examination of the origins, looking at a wide array of
aspects such as: the state of entertainment during Harappan and Vedic times, including details from
the Natyashastra; the early drama, music and dance of Kalidasa; the development of ragas; musical
instruments and early folk traditions; the genesis of classical dance forms; developments through the
ages, including in the Mughal period, in the southern kingdoms, in the north-east, and under the
Marathas and the British. Independence onwards, the book takes a decade-wise look at the evolution
of newspapers, cinema, music, television, dance, theatre and radio. The author, himself a film
producer, director and lyricist who has worked in the entertainment industry all his life, brings his
unique perspective to bear on the subject. This pioneering work is a must-read not just for the
students and practitioners of the arts and media but also for their lay consumers.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Cambridge Companion to Oscar Wilde
Peter Raby, 1997-10-16 The Cambridge Companion to Oscar Wilde offers an essential introduction
to one of the theatre's most important and enigmatic writers. Although a general overview, the
volume also offers some of the latest thinking on the dramatist and his impact on the twentieth
century. Part One places Wilde's work within the cultural and historical context of his time and
includes an opening essay by Wilde's grandson, Merlin Holland. Further chapters also examine
Wilde and the Victorians and his image as a Dandy. Part Two looks at Wilde's essential work as
playwright and general writer, including his poetry, critiques, and fiction, and provides detailed
analysis of such key works as Salome and The Importance of Being Earnest among others. The third
group of essays examines the themes and factors which shaped Wilde's work and includes Wilde and



his view of the Victorian woman, Wilde's sexual identities, and interpreting Wilde on stage. This
1997 volume also contains a detailed chronology of Wilde's work, a guide to further reading, and
illustrations from important productions.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Journeys Through Bookland Charles Herbert
Sylvester, 1909
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Epigrams & Aphorisms Oscar Wilde, 1905
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Ballad of Reading Goal Oscar Wilde, 1944
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde,
2015-10-11 A farce, one of the best ever written, cleverly constructed and delightfully amusing.
There is only the slightest attempt at the sketching of character, while most of the personages are at
best but caricatures; the Wilde's skill is brought to bear chiefly upon the situations and the lines. It
so happens that this farce contains more clever lines, puns, epigrams, and deft repartees than any
other of modern times, but these are after all accessory. A farce may be written without these
additions--it might well be pure pantomime. Wilde has thrown them in for full measure.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Peter Raby,
1995 Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest is one of the world's great comedies, an
amazing success given that the play seems particularly concerned with subtle details of manners and
mores set in a quite specific era, and in a most distinct milieu. Since the first production was staged
in 1895, The Importance of Being Earnest has been one of the most frequently performed plays in
the modern English language repertory. Peter Raby provides a resourceful and entertaining analysis
of Wilde's celebrated play in The Importance of Being Earnest: A Reader's Companion. Far and away
the most elaborate and informed study of the play, Raby hits all the requisite elements: genesis,
structure and style, characters, and Wilde's historical and societal importance, among other aspects.
He thoroughly explores the impact of the play on London's social values, providing frequent notes
about Wilde and his times. His discussion of the origins and social context of the play is especially
rewarding, including such tidbits as Wilde's financial pressures, characters' vocabulary and speech
habits, and the way in which a response to a cucumber sandwich is a telling social gesture. So too
does he make the reader aware of those attributes that render Wilde's writing so delightful: the
quick elegance of his language, his masterful use of symmetry, his visual awareness and acute
powers of description. Raby's keen interpretation and perception provide not just insight into a
radiant work, but understanding of how a play aimed entirely at the money-making medium of the
London stage managed to achieve - and maintain - such a high level of artistic
accomplishment.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All
Rights Reserved
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde,
1994 Theatre program.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: My Last Duchess Daisy Goodwin, 2011 Gorgeous,
spirited and extravagantly rich, Cora Cash is the closest thing 1890s New York society has to a
princess. Her masquerade ball is the prelude to a campaign that will see her mother whisk Cora to
Europe, where Mrs Cash wants nothing less than a title for her daughter. In England, impoverished
blue-bloods are queueing up for introductions to American heiresses, overlooking the sometimes
lowly origins of their fortunes. Cora makes a dazzling impression, but the English aristocracy is a
realm fraught with arcane rules and pitfalls, and there are those less than eager to welcome a
wealthy outsider...
  the importance of being earnest analysis: All's Well That Ends Well Annotated William
Shakespeare, 2020-10-17 Set in France and Italy, All's Well That Ends Well is a story of one-sided
romance, based on a tale from Boccaccio's The Decameron. Helen, orphaned daughter of a doctor, is
under the protection of the widowed Countess of Rossillion. In love with Bertram, the countess' son,
Helen follows him to court, where she cures the sick French king of an apparently fatal illness. The
king rewards Helen by offering her the husband of her choice. She names Bertram; he resists. When
forced by the king to marry her, he refuses to sleep with her and, accompanied by the braggart



Parolles, leaves for the Italian wars. He says that he will only accept Helen if she obtains a ring from
his finger and becomes pregnant with his child. She goes to Italy disguised as a pilgrim and suggests
a 'bed trick' whereby she will take the place of Diana, a widow's daughter whom Bertram is trying to
seduce. A 'kidnapping trick' humiliates the boastful Parolles, whilst the bed trick enables Helen to
fulfil Bertram's conditions, leaving him no option but to marry her, to his mother's delight.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Save the Cat! Goes to the Indies Salva Rubio,
2017-04-04 In his best-selling book, Save the Cat!(R) Goes to the Movies, Blake Snyder provided 50
beat sheets to 50 films, mostly studio-made. Now his student, screenwriter and novelist Salva Rubio,
applies Blake's principles to 50 independent, European and cult films (again with 5 beat sheets for
each of Blake's 10 genres). From international sensations like The Blair Witch Project to promising
debuts like Pi, from small films that acquired cult status like The Texas Chain Saw Massacre to
Euro-blockbusters like The Full Monty, from unexpected gems like Before Sunrise to auteur classics
such as The 400 Blows, from Dogville to Drive and Boogie Nights to Cinema Paradiso, here are 50
movies that fit both the indie label and Blake Snyder's 15 beats. You'll find beat sheets for works
from Quentin Tarantino, Steven Soderbergh, David Lynch, Roman Polanski, Danny Boyle, David
Mamet, Spike Jonze, Charlie Kaufman, Sofia Coppola, Lars Von Trier, Stanley Kubrick, Woody Allen,
Wes Anderson, and the Coen Brothers, among other renowned writers and directors.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: Other Paris Gallant Mavis, 1901
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde,
2005 This Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Edition includes a glossary and reader!=s notes to
help the modern reader appreciate Wilde's wry wit and elaborate plot twists.Oscar Wilde's madcap
farce about mistaken identities, secret engagements, and lovers? entanglements still delights
readers more than a century after its 1895 publication and premiere performance. The rapid-fire wit
and eccentric characters of The Importance of Being Earnest have made it a mainstay of the high
school curriculum for decades.Cecily Cardew and Gwendolen Fairfax are both in love with the same
mythical suitor. Jack Worthing has wooed Gewndolen as Ernest while Algernon has also posed as
Ernest to win the heart of Jack's ward, Cecily. When all four arrive at Jack's country home on the
same weekend'the rivals to fight for Ernest's undivided attention and the Ernests to claim their
beloveds'pandemonium breaks loose.Only a senile nursemaid and an old, discarded hand-bag can
save the day
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance Of Being Earnest By Oscar
Wilde Oscar Wilde, 2021-01-01 Oscar Wilde's madcap farce about mistaken identities, secret
engagements, and lovers entanglements still delights readers more than a century after its 1895
publication and premiere performance. The rapid-fire wit and eccentric characters of The
Importance of Being Earnest have made it a mainstay of the high school curriculum for decades.
Cecily Cardew and Gwendolen Fairfax are both in love with the same mythical suitor. Jack Worthing
has wooed Gwendolen as Ernest while Algernon has also posed as Ernest to win the heart of Jack's
ward, Cecily. When all four arrive at Jack's country home on the same weekend the rivals to fight for
Ernest's undivided attention and the Ernests to claim their beloveds pandemonium breaks loose.
Only a senile nursemaid and an old, discarded hand-bag can save the day! This Prestwick House
Literary Touchstone Edition includes a glossary and reader's notes to help the modern reader
appreciate Wilde's wry wit and elaborate plot twists.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The importance of being ernest Oscar Wilde,
1908
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest Fiona Gregory,
2009 Insight Study Guides are written by experts and cover a range of popular literature, plays and
films. Designed to provide insight and an overview about each text for students and teachers, these
guides endeavor to develop knowledge and understanding rather than just provide answers and
summaries.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest - Oscar
Wilde Harold Bloom, 2013 Provides a collection of critical essays on Wilde's comedic play The



Importance of Being Earnest arranged in chronological order of publication.
  the importance of being earnest analysis: The Importance of Being Earnest: A Trivial
Comedy For Serious People Oscar Wilde, 2021-01-01 The Importance of Being Earnest, A Trivial
Comedy for Serious People is a play by Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14 February 1895 at the St
James's Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy.
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