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analysis

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow: A Critical
Analysis of Washington Irving's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Washington Irving's "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," a quintessential tale of
American folklore, transcends its simple ghost story narrative. Beneath the
surface of mischievous spirits and romantic rivalry lies a rich tapestry of
themes ripe for critical analysis. This in-depth exploration delves into the
story's symbolism, character development, and the socio-political context of
its creation, offering a fresh perspective on this enduring classic. We'll
dissect Irving's masterful use of setting, explore the ambiguities
surrounding the supernatural elements, and examine the complex interplay
between reason and superstition within the narrative. Prepare to unearth the
hidden depths of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" and gain a deeper appreciation
for its lasting impact on literature and culture.

I. The Power of Setting: Sleepy Hollow as a Character
Itself

Sleepy Hollow, more than just a backdrop, acts as a crucial character in

Irving's narrative. The atmospheric descriptions - the gloomy, secluded
valley shrouded in mists, the ancient Dutch burghers' traditions, and the
looming presence of the Catskill Mountains - contribute significantly to the

story's overall mood of mystery and suspense. This setting fosters an
environment ripe for superstition and the supernatural, directly impacting
the characters' beliefs and actions. The geographical isolation amplifies the
sense of community and simultaneously breeds suspicion and mistrust,
particularly evident in the contentious relationship between Ichabod Crane
and Brom Bones. Irving’s meticulous depiction of the landscape establishes a
palpable sense of unease and foreshadows the unsettling events to come. The
physical landscape mirrors the internal landscapes of the characters,
reflecting their anxieties and desires.

ITI. Ichabod Crane: A Study in Ambiguity and Desire

Ichabod Crane is far from a simple, easily categorized character. He's
presented as a caricature - a lanky, gaunt schoolmaster obsessed with the Van
Tassel's wealth and Katrina's beauty. However, Irving'’s portrayal allows for
a nuanced interpretation. Ichabod's ambition, while perhaps perceived as
avarice by some, can also be seen as a survival mechanism in a society where
resources are scarce. His intellectual pretensions mask a deep-seated
insecurity, driving his pursuit of Katrina and her family's fortune. The
ambiguous nature of Ichabod allows readers to empathize with his aspirations
while simultaneously critiquing his methods. Is he simply a greedy
opportunist, or a man striving to improve his station in life? The narrative
leaves this question purposefully unanswered, adding to the complexity of the
character.



III. Brom Bones: The embodiment of local masculinity
and tradition

In direct contrast to Ichabod, Brom Bones represents the established,
masculine order of Sleepy Hollow. He is the epitome of the boisterous,
physically imposing local, firmly entrenched in the community's traditions
and customs. Brom's antagonism towards Ichabod stems not only from romantic
rivalry but also from a clash of cultures - the intellectual pretensions of
Ichabod versus the pragmatic, physically grounded nature of Brom. Brom
embodies the established power structure of the community, skillfully
employing intimidation and deception to secure his position and maintain his
dominance. His actions, while potentially cruel, are presented within the
accepted social norms of the time, highlighting the power dynamics at play
within the narrative.

IV. The Supernatural: Fact, Fiction, or Psychological
Manifestation?

The Headless Horseman remains a potent symbol of ambiguity. Is he a genuine
supernatural entity, a product of folklore, or a figment of Ichabod's
imagination, fueled by fear and anxiety? Irving masterfully leaves the
question unanswered, allowing for multiple interpretations. The supernatural
element can be viewed as a reflection of the anxieties and superstitions
prevalent in the community, especially those concerning the lingering legacy
of the Revolutionary War. The Horseman's headless state can also be seen as a
symbolic representation of Ichabod's own anxieties about his lack of social
standing and his fear of losing Katrina. The ambiguity surrounding the
Horseman's existence allows for a rich psychological reading of the story,
highlighting the interplay between reality and perception.

V. Social Commentary and the Legacy of the Past

"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" transcends its genre by offering subtle social
commentary. Irving portrays the clash between old and new world influences in
the Hudson Valley, highlighting the tensions between traditional Dutch
customs and the emerging American identity. The story reflects the lingering
impact of the Revolutionary War, with the Headless Horseman potentially
symbolizing the unresolved traumas and anxieties of a nation still finding
its footing. The narrative further explores themes of class conflict and the
pursuit of social mobility, revealing the complexities of life in early
America. The story acts as a microcosm of a nation grappling with its past
and forging its future.

VI. Conclusion: Enduring Legacy and Continued
Relevance

"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" continues to resonate with readers centuries
after its publication because of its timeless themes. The exploration of
fear, ambition, love, and the power of storytelling transcends any specific
historical context. Irving's masterful use of language, atmosphere, and
characterization creates a narrative that is both entertaining and profoundly
insightful. The enduring popularity of the story is a testament to Irving's
skill as a writer and the universality of the human experiences he portrays.
The ambiguous nature of the narrative encourages repeated readings and allows



for interpretations that reflect the individual reader's perspective and
cultural context.

Outline of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" Critical
Analysis

I. Introduction: Brief overview of the story and the purpose of the analysis.

II. Main Chapters:

A. The Power of Setting: Sleepy Hollow as a character.

B. Ichabod Crane: A study in ambition and insecurity.

C. Brom Bones: The embodiment of local masculinity and tradition.

D. The Supernatural: Fact, Fiction, or Psychological Manifestation?
E. Social Commentary: Exploring themes of class and cultural change.

III. Conclusion: Summarizing key findings and the enduring legacy of the
story.

Explanation of Outline Points (Detailed above in the
main body of the article)

FAQs:

1. What is the central conflict in "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow"? The
central conflict is the romantic rivalry between Ichabod Crane and Brom
Bones for Katrina Van Tassel's hand in marriage, interwoven with the
supernatural threat of the Headless Horseman.

1. What is the significance of the Headless Horseman? The Headless
Horseman's significance is multi-layered. He can be interpreted as a
literal ghost, a product of folklore, or a psychological manifestation
of Ichabod's fears and anxieties.

1. How does setting contribute to the story's overall effect? The setting
of Sleepy Hollow, with its atmospheric descriptions and isolated
location, creates a mood of mystery and suspense, directly impacting the
characters' actions and beliefs.

1. Is Ichabod Crane a sympathetic character? Ichabod is a complex
character; while his ambition and self-serving nature are evident, his
insecurity and vulnerability also evoke a degree of sympathy.

1. What are the key social themes explored in the story? The story explores



themes of class conflict, the clash between old and new world
influences, and the lingering impact of the Revolutionary War on the
American psyche.

1. What is the narrative's tone? The tone is a blend of humor, suspense,
and Gothic horror, creating a uniquely atmospheric and engaging reading
experience.

1. How does Irving use symbolism in the story? Irving uses symbolism
extensively, with the Headless Horseman, Sleepy Hollow itself, and the
characters' actions all carrying symbolic weight.

1. What is the story's lasting impact on literature and culture? "The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow" has become a classic of American literature,
influencing numerous adaptations and interpretations in various media.
Its themes continue to resonate with audiences today.

1. Is the ending of the story definitive? The ending is ambiguous, leaving
the fate of Ichabod and the true nature of the Headless Horseman open to
interpretation, adding to the story's enduring appeal.

Related Articles:

1. Washington Irving's Life and Works: An overview of Irving's life and
literary contributions, placing "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" within the
broader context of his career.

1. The Gothic Elements in "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow": A detailed
analysis of the Gothic elements present in the story, examining their
contribution to its atmosphere and themes.

1. The Role of Folklore in "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow": An examination of
the story's use of local folklore and its significance in shaping the
narrative.

1. A Comparative Analysis of Ichabod Crane and Brom Bones: A closer look at



the contrasting personalities and motivations of the two main male
characters.

1. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow: Adaptations and Interpretations: A survey
of the numerous adaptations and reinterpretations of the story across
different media.

1. Sleepy Hollow's Impact on American Identity: An exploration of how the
story reflects and shapes American cultural identity.

1. The Psychological Dimensions of Ichabod Crane: A psychoanalytic reading
of Ichabod Crane, analyzing his motivations and anxieties.

1. Symbolism and Allegory in "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow": A detailed
examination of the symbolic and allegorical elements in the story,
focusing on their thematic relevance.

1. The Historical Context of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow": A look at the
historical setting of the story and its influence on the narrative.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Washington

Irving, 2016-10-15 From the listless repose of the place, and the peculiar character of its
inhabitants, who are descendants from the original Dutch settlers, this sequestered glen has long
been known by name of Sleepy Hollow... A drowsy, dreamy influence seems to hang over the land,
and to pervade the very atmosphere. Washington Irving

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Improper Darcy Burke, 2021-05-25 Dissolute
rogue Tobias Powell, Earl of Overton, has just inherited a sheltered, proper young ward for whom he
must find a husband. And that is only the start of his problems. His father's will demands Tobias
marry within the next six weeks, or he'll lose his mother's house, a treasure so dear that Tobias can't
consider defeat. Surely he can rehabilitate his scandalous reputation, secure a match for his ward,
and find the sophisticated woman of his dreams before it's too late. Except his ward is a hellion who
cannot behave. She can, however, make him laugh. Provincial Miss Fiona Wingate is eager to swap
her boring small town for an exciting London Season. Until she realizes her new guardian, a dashing
earl, plans for her to wed with the utmost haste. Fiona has no interest in marriage-she's only just
been liberated from her lifelong isolation! But when she causes a near scandal and Tobias comes to
the rescue, an unexpected attraction sparks between them. Except romance between a guardian and
his ward would be most improper...

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Cracked Pots Heather Tucker, 2021-10-05 “It
is the voice of the characters, the kindness of strangers, and the ingenuity and determination of our



protagonist against terrible forces that make this story sing.” — San Francisco Chronicle on Tucker’s
debut, The Clay Girl From the author of the Indie Next List pick The Clay Girl comes a deeply
moving novel about the resilience of a remarkable young woman unraveling the mystery of a missing
friend while struggling to grow past the trauma of her calamitous upbringing. From the waning
flower-power '60s in Toronto through her East Coast university years, Ari fights to discover who she
is and what it means to be the child of an addicted mother and depraved father. When her friend
Natasha, the perfect girl from the nicest family, suddenly vanishes, Ari sets out to find out what has
happened to her — are her troubled parents to blame? With wit, tenacity, and the incessant
meddling of Jasper — the seahorse in her head — Ari rides turbulent waves of devilry and discovery,
calamity and creation, abandonment and atonement on a journey to find her true self, and to find
Natasha. Cracked Pots is a story about a girl broken by both cruelty and truth. It is a revelation that
destiny is shaped in clay, not stone. It is also a celebration of rising after the blows, gathering the
fragments, and piecing together a remarkable life through creativity, kindness, and belonging.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent
Washington Irving, 1822

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Rip Van Winkle, and The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow Washington Irving, 1963 A man who sleeps for twenty years in the Catskill Mountains wakes
to a much-changed world.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Rip Van Winkle Washington Irving, 1888

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Legends and Lore of Sleepy Hollow and the
Hudson Valley Jonathan Kruk, 2011-07-21 A storyteller examines Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow” and the lore that inspired it, as well as other local legends of the Hudson Valley. The story
of Ichabod Crane and the Headless Horseman is one of America's best-known fables, but what other
stories does the Hudson Valley hold? Imps cause mischief on the Hudson River, a white lady haunts
Raven Rock, Major Andre’s ghost seeks redemption and real headless Hessians search for their
severed skulls. These mysterious and spooky tales from the region’s past inspired Irving and
continue to captivate the imagination to this day. “Kruk has been enchanting audiences with his
dramatic, enticing storytelling ability for 20 years.” —Suzanne Rothberg, Tarrytown-Sleepy Hollow
Patch

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Spectre Bridegroom Washington Irving,
1890

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Tower of Babylon Ted Chiang, 2016-05-04 A
Vintage Shorts “Short Story Month” Selection Together with a crew of other miners and cart-pullers,
Hillalum is recruited to climb the Tower of Babylon and unearth what lies beyond the vault of
heaven. During his journey, Hillalum discovers entire civilizations of tower-dwellers on the
tower—there are those who live inside the mists of clouds, those who raise their vegetables above
the sun, and those who have spent their lives under the oppressive weight of an endless, white
stratum at the top of the universe. “Tower of Babylon” is a rare gem—a winner of the prestigious
Nebula award, the first story Ted Chiang ever published, and the brilliant opening piece to Chiang’s
much-lauded first collection, Stories of Your Life and Others, which is soon to be a major motion
picture starring Amy Adams. An ebook short.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Reluctant Fundamentalist Mohsin Hamid,
2009-06-05 From the author of the award-winning Moth Smoke comes a perspective on love,
prejudice, and the war on terror that has never been seen in North American literature. At a café
table in Lahore, a bearded Pakistani man converses with a suspicious, and possibly armed, American
stranger. As dusk deepens to night, he begins the tale that has brought them to this fateful meeting.
.. Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is
snapped up by Underwood Samson, an elite firm that specializes in the “valuation” of companies
ripe for acquisition. He thrives on the energy of New York and the intensity of his work, and his
infatuation with regal Erica promises entrée into Manhattan society at the same exalted level once
occupied by his own family back in Lahore. For a time, it seems as though nothing will stand in the




way of Changez’s meteoric rise to personal and professional success. But in the wake of September
11, he finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his budding relationship with
Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift
as well, unearthing allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love.
Elegant and compelling, Mohsin Hamid’s second novel is a devastating exploration of our divided
and yet ultimately indivisible world. “Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have
alarmed you. Do not be frightened by my beard: I am a lover of America. I noticed that you were
looking for something; more than looking, in fact you seemed to be on a mission, and since I am both
a native of this city and a speaker of your language, I thought I might offer you my services as a
bridge.” —from The Reluctant Fundamentalist

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2015-02-24 A
special 25th anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new
Foreword by Paulo Coelho. Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale
of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the
world and transforming the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's
masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in
search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more
satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of
listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's
path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Islamic Lineage of American Literary
Culture Jeffrey Einboden, 2016 Uncovering Islam's formative impact on U.S. literary origins, this
book traces the influence of Arabic and Persian literature in America, from the Revolution
beginnings to Reconstruction. Focusing on informal engagements and intimate exchanges, Jeffrey
Einboden excavates fresh witnesses to early American engagement with the Muslim world.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Washington Irving's Sketch Book
Washington Irving, 1905

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Princes Manohar Malgonkar, 2022-12-02
India, 1938. The life of Abhayraj, the heir of Maharaj Hiroji, the ruler of the princely state of
Begwad, is not unlike that of many young princes caught between two worlds-indeed, two eras. On
the one hand are the traditions of the feudal, close-knit community ruled by his father that he is
bound to follow, and on the other the pressures of independence as British dominion over begins to
wane. Seeking a path of his own, Abhay joins the Indian army and fights in the Burma campaign
during World War II. On his return, however, he is forced into a conventional marriage, and after his
father's dramatic death becomes the Maharaja, to rule for just forty-nine days before he is compelled
to merge his state with free India in 1948. Hailed as an unusual historical saga at the time of its
release, The Princes was first published in New York in 1963 and was selected by the Literary Guild
of America as a novel of the month that year. Available now in a beautiful new edition, it offers an
enthralling, intimate glimpse into life in India's princely states through the story of a royal family
caught in a struggle for survival, in a nation embracing democracy for the very first time.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Slade House David Mitchell, 2015-10-27 The
New York Times bestseller by the author of The Bone Clocks and Cloud Atlas | Named One of the
Best Books of the Year by San Francisco Chronicle, NPR, Los Angeles Times, The Guardian, The
Telegraph, National Post, BookPage, and Kirkus Reviews Keep your eyes peeled for a small black
iron door. Down the road from a working-class British pub, along the brick wall of a narrow alley, if
the conditions are exactly right, you’ll find the entrance to Slade House. A stranger will greet you by
name and invite you inside. At first, you won’t want to leave. Later, you'll find that you can’t. Every
nine years, the house’s residents—an odd brother and sister—extend a unique invitation to someone
who's different or lonely: a precocious teenager, a recently divorced policeman, a shy college
student. But what really goes on inside Slade House? For those who find out, it’s already too late. . .
. Spanning five decades, from the last days of the 1970s to the present, leaping genres, and



barreling toward an astonishing conclusion, this intricately woven novel will pull you into a
reality-warping new vision of the haunted house story—as only David Mitchell could imagine it.
Praise for Slade House “A fiendish delight . . . Mitchell is something of a magician.”—The
Washington Post “Entertainingly eerie . . . We turn to [Mitchell] for brain-tickling puzzle palaces, for
character studies and for language.”—Chicago Tribune “A ripping yarn . . . Like Shirley Jackson’s
Hill House or the Overlook Hotel from Stephen King’s The Shining, [Slade House] is a thin sliver of
hell designed to entrap the unwary. . . . As the Mitchellverse grows ever more expansive and
connected, this short but powerful novel hints at still more marvels to come.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “Like Stephen King in a fever . . . manically ingenious.”—The Guardian (U.K.) “A haunted
house story that savors of Dickens, Stephen King, J. K. Rowling and H. P. Lovecraft, but possesses
more psychic voltage than any of them.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “Tightly crafted and suspenseful
yet warmly human . . . the ultimate spooky nursery tale for adults.”—The Huffington Post

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: A Tour on the Prairies Washington Irving, 1835
In the Fall of 1832 Washington Irving took part in what he called a month foray beyond the outposts
of human habitation, into the wilderness of the Far West. As was his habit, Irving kept a
memorandum book, which he later expanded into A Tour on the Prairies, a real-life Western
adventure in the third decade of the nineteenth century. His account is fresh and clear. He saw and
makes his readers see the frontiersmen, the trappers, the Indians, and the troopers as they actually
were in the 1830s.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Beautiful Darkness Kerascoét, Fabien
Vehlmann, 2018-10-30 A group of little people find themselves without a home in this horror fantasy
classic Newly homeless, a group of fairies find themselves trying to adapt to their new life in the
forest. As they dodge dangers from both without and within, optimistic Aurora steps forward to
organize and help build a new community. Slowly, the world around them becomes more
treacherous as petty rivalries and factions form. Beautiful Darkness became a bestseller and an
instant classic when it was released in 2014. This paperback edition of the modern horror classic
contains added material, preparatory sketches, and unused art. While Kerascoét mix gorgeous
watercolors and spritely cartoon characters, Fabien Vehlmann takes the story into bleaker territory
as the seasons change and the darkness descends. As with any great horror, there are moments of
calm and jarring shocks while a looming dread hangs over the forest.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: An Unwritten Drama of Lord Byron Washington
Irving, 1925

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Disappearance of Ichabod Crane
Andrew Winkel, Washington Irving, 2011 The day after Ichabod Crane's encounter with the
Headless Horseman, three of his students try to determine their missing schoolmaster's fate.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Washington Irving's Critique of American
Culture J. Woodrow McCree, 2023-03-15 Washington Irving's Critique of American Culture argues
that Irving offers not only a critique of a culture losing rootedness, but also positive multi-cultural
vision of world citizenship in the new Republic. American Romantic art contemporary to Irving sheds
light on his critique and positive vision of what America could be.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Seven Tears at High Tide C. B. Lee, 2015-10
The sea holds many secrets. Kevin Luong walks to the ocean's edge with a broken heart.
Remembering a legend his mother told him, he lets seven tears fall into the sea. I just want one
summer-one summer to be happy and in love. Instead, he finds himself saving a mysterious boy from
the Pacific-a boy who later shows up on his doorstep professing his love. What he doesn't know is
that Morgan is a selkie, drawn to answer Kevin's wish. As they grow close, Morgan is caught
between the dangers of the human world and his legacy in the selkie community to which he must
return at summer's end.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Castle of Indolence James Thomson, 1748

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Red Room H. G. Wells, 2016-09-14 The
Red Room is a short story written by H. G. Wells. First published in the 1896 edition of The Idler



magazine, it is a quintessentially Gothic tale about a man who spends a night in a supposedly
haunted room in Lorraine Castle in an attempt to disprove the legends surrounding it. This thrilling
tale constitutes a must-read for fans of Gothic literature and Wells' seminal work, and it would make
for a fantastic addition to any collection. Herbert George Wells (1866 - 1946) was a prolific English
writer who wrote in a variety of genres, including the novel, politics, history, and social commentary.
The Father of Science Fiction was also a staunch socialist, and his later works are increasingly
political and didactic. Today, he is perhaps best remembered for his contributions to the science
fiction genre thanks to such novels as The Time Machine (1895), The Invisible Man (1897), and The
War of the Worlds (1898). Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce and
expensive. We are republishing this book now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition
complete with a specially commissioned new biography of the author.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Life of Mahomet Washington Irving, 1850

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Sleepy Hollow Richard Gleaves, 2014-10-11
Jason Crane Book Two SLEEPY HOLLOW: Bridge of Bones is NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER!
NOTE: This E-Book edition INCLUDES THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW by Washington Irving
(full text)! JASON CRANE just turned seventeen years old. He's a STAR WARS fan and a history
geek. He doesn't believe in ghosts or the afterlife. He doesn't believe in psychic powers or tarot
cards. He doesn't believe in the Headless Horseman. But Sleepy Hollow will change all that. Because
Jason Crane has a heritage to claim. Jason Crane has a Gift to discover. And Jason Crane has an old
enemy who will RISE HEADLESS AND RIDE.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Critical Essays on Washington Irving Ralph M.
Aderman, 1990

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Horrid Katrina Leno, 2020-09-15 From the
author of You Must Not Miss comes a haunting contemporary horror novel that explores themes of
mental illness, rage, and grief, twisted with spine-chilling elements of Stephen King and Agatha
Christie. Following her father's death, Jane North-Robinson and her mom move from sunny
California to the dreary, dilapidated old house in Maine where her mother grew up. All they want is
a fresh start, but behind North Manor's doors lurks a history that leaves them feeling more alone . . .
and more tormented. As the cold New England autumn arrives, and Jane settles in to her new home,
she finds solace in old books and memories of her dad. She steadily begins making new friends, but
also faces bullying from the resident bad seed, struggling to tamp down her own worst nature in
response. Jane's mom also seems to be spiraling with the return of her childhood home, but she
won't reveal why. Then Jane discovers that the storage room her mom has kept locked isn't for
storage at all -- it's a little girl's bedroom, left untouched for years and not quite as empty of
inhabitants as it appears . . . Is it grief? Mental illness? Or something more . . . horrid?

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Tales of the Alhambra Washington Irving,
2016-08-21 Rough draughts of some of the following tales and essays were actually written during a
residence in the Alhambra; others were subsequently added, founded on notes and observations
made there. Care was taken to maintain local coloring and verisimilitude; so that the whole might
present a faithful and living picture of that microcosm, that singular little world into which I had
been fortuitously thrown; and about which the external world had a very imperfect idea. It was my
endeavor scrupulously to depict its half Spanish, half Oriental character; its mixture of the heroic,
the poetic, and the grotesque; to revive the traces of grace and beauty fast fading from its walls; to
record the regal and chivalrous traditions concerning those who once trod its courts; and the
whimsical and superstitious legends of the motley race now burrowing among its ruins.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Headless Horseman Mayne Reid, 1866

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Faerie Hounds of York Arden Powell,
2020-08-18 England, 1810. The north is governed by a single rule. Faerie will take as it pleases.
William Loxley is cursed. A pale and monstrous creature haunts his dreams, luring him from London
to the desolate, grey landscape of his forgotten childhood. There, it will use him to open a door to
Faerie-a fate that will trap Loxley in that glittering, heathen otherworld forever. His only hope of



escaping the creature's grasp lies with John Thorncress, a dark and windswept stranger met on the
moors. The longer Loxley stays in Thorncress' company, the harder it becomes to fight his attraction
to the man. Such attraction can only end in heartbreak-or the noose. But Thorncress has his own
bleak ties to Faerie. They come creeping in with the frost, their howls carrying on the winter wind. If
Thorncress' past catches up with him before they can break the curse, then Loxley will not only lose
his soul. He'll lose Thorncress, too. Beautifully creepy and eerily magical, with a bittersweet
romance that I loved. - Stephanie Burgis, author of Snowspelled and Masks and Shadows.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: We Don't Go Back Howard David Ingham, Jon
Dear, Monique H. Lacoste, Simeon Smith, Daniel Pietersen, 2018-07-08 Secret, strange, dark,
impure and dissonant...Enter the haunted landscapes of folk horror, a world of pagan village
conspiracies, witch finders, and teenagers awakening to evil; of dark fairy tales, backwoods cults
and obsolete technologies. Beginning with the classics Night of the Demon, Witchfinder General,
The Wicker Man and Blood on Satan's Claw, We Don't Go Back surveys the genre of screen folk
horror from across the world. Travelling from Watership Down to The Texas Chain Saw Massacre,
with every stop inbetween, We Don't Go Back is a thoughtful, funny and essential overview of folk
horror in TV and cinema.A beautiful rumination on the dark films and television that shaped me and
a generation of odd children, for good or ill, worth a year of your time, because you won't just read
the book, you'll feel a burning desire to watch everything mentioned within. - Robin InceA
comprehensive, accessible and often riotously funny tome weaving together folk horror in all its
forms, from British television to the American backwoods, from Eastern European fairytales to the
vengeful ghosts of East Asia. Ingham explores uncanny landscapes haunted by things buried, old
cultures converging with the reluctance of contemporary reason, that very tension that gives his
book its name. He attempts to both define folk horror and free it from definition, creating the
ultimate guide to the genre's manifestations on film and offering a convincing argument as to why
the genre resonates so compellingly with people today. - Kier-La Janisse, author of House of
Psychotic Women

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The LEGEND of SLEEPY HOLLOW By:
Washington Irving Annotated Novel (Classic Edition) Washington Irving, 2021-08-27 The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow is a gothic story by American author Washington Irving, contained in his
collection of 34 essays and short stories titled The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. Written
while Irving was living abroad in Birmingham, England, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow was first
published in 1820. Along with Irving's companion piece Rip Van Winkle, The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow is among the earliest examples of American fiction with enduring popularity, especially
during Halloween because of a character known as the Headless Horseman believed to be a Hessian
soldier who was decapitated by a cannonball in battle. In 1949, the second film adaptation was
produced by Walt Disney as one of two segments in the package film The Adventures of Ichabod and
Mr. Toad.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Interestings Meg Wolitzer, 2013-08-08
Discover the generation-defining American novel from the author of The Wife Whatever became of
the most talented people you once knew? On a warm summer night in 1974, six teenagers play at
being cool. They smoke pot, drink vodka, share their dreams and vow always to be interesting.
Decades later, aspiring actress Jules has resigned herself to a more practical occupation; Cathy has
stopped dancing; Jonah has laid down his guitar and Goodman has disappeared. Only Ethan and Ash,
now married, have remained true to their adolescent dreams and have become shockingly successful
too. As the group’s fortunes tilt precipitously, their friendships are put under the ultimate strain. ‘A
truly great novel about friendship, and how it deepens and changes over the years’ David Sedaris,
author of Me Talk Pretty One Day

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Hollow of the Three Hills Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 2018-07-11 The Hollow of the Three Hills (+Biography and Bibliography) (Glossy Cover
Finish): In those strange old times, when fantastic dreams and madmen's reveries were realized
among the actual circumstances of life, two persons met together at an appointed hour and place.



One was a lady, graceful in form and fair of feature, though pale and troubled, and smitten with an
untimely blight in what should have been the fullest bloom of her years; the other was an ancient
and meanly-dressed woman, of ill-favored aspect, and so withered, shrunken, and decrepit, that even
the space since she began to decay must have exceeded the ordinary term of human existence. In
the spot where they encountered, no mortal could observe them.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Headless Horseman Natalie Standiford,
1992 Illus. in full color. When the vain, pompous Ichabod Crane tries to steal away Brom Bones's
true love, Bones maneuvers a meeting between his rival and the legendary Headless Horseman.
From the Trade Paperback edition.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Desiree's Baby Kate Chopin, 2017-04
Desiree's Baby BY Kate Chopin is about the daughter of Monsieur and Madame Valmond4€», who are
wealthy French Creoles in antebellum Louisiana. Abandoned as a baby, Desiree was found by
Monsieur Valmond€® lying in the shadow of a stone pillar near the Valmond€ gateway. She is
courted by the son of another wealthy, well-known and respected French Creole family, Armand.
They marry and have a child. People who see the baby have the sense it is different. Eventually they
realize that the baby's skin is the same color as a quadroon (one-quarter African)-the baby has
African ancestry. At the time of the story, this would have been considered a problem for a person
believed to be white.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Seven & 8MM Andrew Kevin Walker, 1999
Andrew Kevin Walker's scripts profess a dark vision of humanity in which forces of good are pitted
against voracious evil. Seven: A serial killer called 'John Doe' is on the loose. He has a taste for
literary allusion, and his victims are butchered in grotesque accordance with the dictates of the
seven deadly sins. The cops investigating the case - a grizzled old veteran on the verge of retirement
and a fresh-faced youngster - are at a loss, until the killer walks straight into their hands, and gives
the film its final, horrible twist. 8mm: Tom Welles is a private detective, with a family and a
conscience. The widow of a wealthy steel magnate hires him to track down the provenance of an
appalling 'snuff' film, found among her late husband's possessions, in which a teenage girl is
butchered. The girl's trail leads into Hollywood's hardcore pornographic demi-monde; and in the
course of his investigation, Welles learns that any fantasy can be filmed to order, albeit at a terrible
price. The volume also contains a comprehensive interview by Mark Salisbury in which Walker
describes his creative process.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: Critical Synoptics Carter Kaplan, 2000 At
once appealing to specialists in literary criticism, philosophy, satire, American and British
Romanticism, and the study of science and literature, this book advances beyond the frontiers of the
established, professional cultures of knowledge to make a forceful statement of humanistic
understanding.--BOOK JACKET.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Other
Stories Washington Irving, 1999-10-01 Before the fall premiere of the new television series, read
the original legend of Ichabod Crane, the Headless Horseman, and the singularly spooky town of
Sleepy Hollow in Washington Irving's classic book When Washington Irving first published this
collection of essays, sketches, and tales—originally entitled The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon,
Gent.—readers greeted it with enthusiasm, and Irving emerged as America's first successful
professional author. This volume includes The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, two of
America's most recognizable and loved works of fiction and displays Irving's ability to depict
American landscapes and culture so vividly that readers feel themselves a part of them. And it is on
the basis of these two classic tales that Irving is generally credited with inventing the short story as
a distinct literary genre. Also included here are gently ironic pieces about life in England that reflect
the author's interest in the traditions of the Old World and his longings for his home in the New.

the legend of sleepy hollow critical analysis: A Study Guide for Legend of Sleepy Hollow's
Legend of Sleepy Hollow Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Legend of Sleepy
Hollow's Legend of Sleepy Hollow, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students



series. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
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