the swimmer john cheever analysis

The Swimmer: John Cheever's Masterpiece of
Suburban Decay — A Deep Dive Analysis

Introduction:

John Cheever's "The Swimmer," a chilling short story of disillusionment and
the crumbling facade of the American Dream, continues to captivate readers
decades after its publication. This isn't just a tale of a man swimming
across a series of pools; it's a potent allegory exploring themes of memory,
time's relentless march, and the devastating consequences of self-deception.
This in-depth analysis will dissect Cheever's masterful prose, examining the
symbolism, character development, and narrative structure that contribute to
the story's enduring power. We'll delve into the ambiguous ending, explore
the societal critiques subtly woven throughout, and ultimately unravel the
unsettling truth behind Neddy Merrill's seemingly idyllic journey. Prepare to
take a deeper plunge into the murky depths of Cheever's masterpiece.

I. Neddy Merrill: A Portrait of Self-Deception and Denial

Neddy Merrill, the protagonist, is far from a sympathetic character. His
seemingly carefree demeanor masks a deep-seated denial of his crumbling life.
Cheever masterfully portrays Neddy's self-deception through his unwavering
belief in his own invincibility and his persistent refusal to acknowledge the
harsh realities of his situation. His unwavering optimism, even in the face
of mounting evidence of his failures, becomes a tragic flaw. His journey
across the pools is not a triumph but a desperate attempt to swim against the
tide of his own self-destruction. We witness his gradual unraveling as his
carefully constructed illusion of success and happiness begins to shatter
with each pool he crosses. His interactions with others are increasingly
strained, revealing the growing chasm between his perception of himself and
the reality of his circumstances.

IT. The Symbolic Significance of the Pools and the Landscape

The pools in "The Swimmer" are far more than just obstacles in Neddy's swim.
They represent stages in his life, each reflecting a different aspect of his
decline. Each pool corresponds to a different stage of his life, showcasing
the passage of time and the deteriorating relationships within his life. The
journey across the pools represents his journey through time itself, a
journey that reveals the irreversible nature of his past actions. The
landscape, initially presented as idyllic and familiar, gradually transforms
into something sinister and threatening, mirroring Neddy's deteriorating
mental state. The changing weather, moving from a sunny summer day to a
chilling evening, further underscores the unsettling shift in his perception



of reality. The lush suburban setting, typically associated with the American
Dream, ironically becomes a symbol of superficiality and the hollowness
beneath the surface.

III. Time's Unrelenting March and the Distortion of Memory

Cheever masterfully plays with the manipulation of time. Neddy's journey is
not linear; his perception of time is distorted, clouded by his self-
deception. He attempts to recapture the past, to relive his former glory, but
his distorted memories only highlight the reality of his present predicament.
The story’s non-linear structure mirrors Neddy's fragmented memory,
underscoring his inability to grapple with the passage of time and its
consequences. The cyclical nature of his swim — ending where it began —
reinforces the futility of his attempts to escape reality. His distorted
perception of time underscores the tragic irony of his situation.

IV. Societal Critique and the Crumbling American Dream

"The Swimmer" transcends a mere character study; it serves as a potent
critique of American society and the elusive nature of the American Dream.
The story subtly exposes the superficiality and hypocrisy within the
seemingly idyllic suburban world. Neddy's privileged background provides a
window into the hollowness of upper-class life, revealing the underlying
anxieties and disillusionment beneath the veneer of success. The story
implicitly questions the sustainability of the American Dream, suggesting
that the pursuit of material wealth and social status can come at a
devastating personal cost.

V. The Ambiguous Ending and its Interpretations

The ending of "The Swimmer" is deliberately ambiguous, leaving the reader to
grapple with its unsettling implications. Neddy's arrival at his home, a
place that should represent security and comfort, is met with a stark and
disturbing reality. His wife's cold reception and the revelation of his
family's fractured state leave the reader questioning the nature of his
journey. The ending is a powerful reminder of the consequences of self-
deception and the impossibility of escaping the realities of one's life.
Various interpretations exist, ranging from Neddy's complete mental breakdown
to a gradual, insidious decline. The ambiguity ensures the story's continued
relevance and its ability to resonate with readers on a deeply personal
level.

VI. Narrative Structure and Cheever's Prose Style
Cheever’s prose is characterized by its precision, its ability to evoke both

beauty and unease simultaneously. The narrative structure, non-linear and
fragmented, mirrors Neddy's own fractured mental state. The seemingly simple



sentences build into complex layers of meaning, leaving the reader to piece
together the fragmented narrative. The author uses carefully selected details
to convey the story's depth and complexity. The seemingly simple setting and
plot conceal a deep-seated critique of the American Dream and the human
condition.

VII. A Detailed Outline of "The Swimmer" Analysis:

Introduction: A brief overview of "The Swimmer" and its lasting impact,
introducing the key themes to be explored.

Chapter 1: Neddy Merrill — A Study in Self-Deception: A deep dive into
Neddy's character, analyzing his motivations, flaws, and his denial of
reality.

Chapter 2: Symbolic Landscapes and the Pools: An examination of the symbolic
meaning of the pools and the changing landscape, linking them to Neddy's
journey and psychological state.

Chapter 3: Time's Distortion and Fragmented Memory: Analyzing the non-linear
structure and how it reflects Neddy's distorted perception of time and his
fragmented memories.

Chapter 4: Societal Critique and the American Dream: Exploring the underlying
societal critique embedded within the story and its commentary on the
American Dream.

Chapter 5: Deconstructing the Ambiguous Ending: Multiple interpretations and
discussions of the unsettling conclusion and its implications.

Chapter 6: Cheever's Prose Style and Narrative Technique: Analyzing Cheever's
distinctive prose style and the narrative structure, focusing on its
effectiveness in conveying the story's themes.

Conclusion: A summary of the key findings, reinforcing the enduring power and
relevance of "The Swimmer."

VIII. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the central theme of "The Swimmer"? The central theme revolves
around self-deception, the passage of time, and the disintegration of
the American Dream.

1. What is the significance of the pools in the story? The pools represent
stages in Neddy's life, illustrating his decline and the passage of
time.

1. Is Neddy Merrill a sympathetic character? No, Neddy is largely



unsympathetic due to his self-deception and denial of his problems.

1. What is the meaning of the story's ambiguous ending? The ending is open
to interpretation, highlighting the lasting consequences of Neddy's
choices and the unpredictable nature of life.

1. How does Cheever use symbolism in "The Swimmer"? Cheever uses extensive
symbolism, particularly with the pools and the changing landscape, to
reflect Neddy's psychological state and the disintegration of his world.

1. What is the significance of the weather in the story? The changing
weather mirrors Neddy's emotional state, moving from sunny optimism to a
cold, unsettling reality.

1. How does the story critique American society? The story subtly critiques
the superficiality and hypocrisy of suburban life and the unattainable
nature of the American Dreanm.

1. What makes Cheever's writing style unique? Cheever's prose is precise,
evocative, and capable of conveying both beauty and unease
simultaneously.

1. What is the overall impact of "The Swimmer"? "The Swimmer" remains a
powerful and enduring story due to its complex themes, ambiguous ending,
and masterful prose.

IX. Related Articles:

1. John Cheever's Life and Influences: A biographical exploration of
Cheever's life and the events that shaped his writing.

2. The American Dream in John Cheever's Fiction: An analysis of the



recurring theme of the American Dream in Cheever's works.

3. Symbolism in John Cheever's Short Stories: A comprehensive study of the
recurring symbols and motifs in Cheever's short stories.

4. The Role of Setting in "The Swimmer": A close reading of the story's
setting and its contribution to the overall meaning.

5. Comparing and Contrasting Cheever's "The Swimmer" with other stories: A
comparative analysis of "The Swimmer" with similar works by other
authors.

6. Psychological Analysis of Neddy Merrill: A deeper dive into Neddy's
psychology and his motivations.

7. The Use of Irony in "The Swimmer": An exploration of the use of irony
and its impact on the story's overall meaning.

8. Critical Reception of "The Swimmer": A review of the critical response
to "The Swimmer" over the years.

9. Adapting "The Swimmer" for the Screen: An examination of film
adaptations and their interpretations of the story.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Swimmer,

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Stories of John Cheever John Cheever, 2011-04-20
PULITZER PRIZE WINNER ¢ NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ A seminal collection from one of the true
masters of the short story. Spanning the duration of Cheever’s long and distinguished career, these
sixty-one stories chronicle and encapsulate the lives of what has been called “the greatest
generation.” From the early wonder and disillusionment of city life in “The Enormous Radio” to the
surprising discoveries and common mysteries of suburbia in “The Housebreaker of Shady Hill” and
“The Swimmer,” these are tales that have helped define the form. Featuring a preface by the
Pulizter Prize-winning author, The Stories of John Cheever brings together some of the finest short
stories ever written. Cheever’s crowning achievement is the ability to be simultaneously generous
and cynical, to see that the absurd and the profound can reside in the same moment, and to
acknowledge both at the detriment of neither. —The Guardian

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Last of the Valerii (1874) Henry James,
2016-04-03 This early work by Henry James was originally published in 1874 and we are now
republishing it with a brand new introductory biography. Henry James was born in New York City in
1843. One of thirteen children, James had an unorthodox early education, switching between
schools, private tutors and private reading.. James published his first story, 'A Tragedy of Error’, in
the Continental Monthly in 1864, when he was twenty years old. In 1876, he emigrated to London,
where he remained for the vast majority of the rest of his life, becoming a British citizen in 1915.
From this point on, he was a hugely prolific author, eventually producing twenty novels and more
than a hundred short stories and novellas, as well as literary criticism, plays and travelogues.
Amongst James's most famous works are The Europeans (1878), Daisy Miller (1878), Washington
Square (1880), The Bostonians (1886), and one of the most famous ghost stories of all time, The



Turn of the Screw (1898). We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality,
modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Enormous Radio, and Other Stories John
Cheever, 1953

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Swimmer Eleanor Perry, 1967

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Bullet Park John Cheever, 2010-07-26 From a master
American storyteller (TIME), Bullet Park traces the fateful intersection of two men: Eliot Nailles, a
nice fellow who loves his wife and son to blissful distraction, and the man who, after half a lifetime of
drifting, settles down in Bullet Park with one objective—to murder Nailles's son. Welcome to Bullet
Park, a township in which even the most buttoned-down gentry sometimes manage to terrify
themselves simply by looking in the mirror. In these exemplary environs Pulitzer Prize winner John
Cheever delivers a lyrical and mordantly funny hymn to the American suburb—and to all the dubious
normalcy it represents—written with unparalleled artistry and assurance. “A magnificent work of
fiction.... A novel to pore over, move around in, live with. —The New York Times

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The World of Apples John Cheever, 1973

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Swimmer S. J. Butler, 2012 The Swimmer tells the
story of a writer working in her room overlooking a river during a long, hot summer. Overcoming
her initial fear of the river with its power and strength to overwhelm a swimmer, she steps into the
water and into an unexplored realm of emotion. ‘Words and pictures swim together’ in the cooling
water past tree-lined banks, under a bridge and around curving bends . . . so much is concentrated
into this depiction of a self-revelatory experience. Later. A richly inventive photographer reads the
story and is inspired to create a suite of images to accompany it, employing both ancient and modern
photographic techniques. At this point the book designer/printer feels that the story’s sense of flow
and the photographer’s images, which float as if in the water alongside the swimmer, could happily
be brought together in a book where type has been chosen for slow contemplative reading and the
cover design places the whole in the heart of nature. The story curls across the page slowing the
reader to the pace of the swimmer. Emotions crowd in as initial fear moves to exhilaration,
apprehension turns to pleasure. S.]J. Butler’s words and Steffi Pusch’s pictures together create an
atmosphere in which the reader too can share the emotion of the story. They each write a preface to
introduce their approach to storytelling and its presentation through photography.--Old Stile Press
Website.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Swimming to Antarctica Lynne Cox, 2009-09-09
NATIONAL BESTSELLER - In this extraordinary book, the world’s most extraordinary distance
swimmer writes about her emotional and spiritual need to swim and about the almost mystical act of
swimming itself. Lynne Cox trained hard from age nine, working with an Olympic coach, swimming
five to twelve miles each day in the Pacific. At age eleven, she swam even when hail made the water
“like cold tapioca pudding” and was told she would one day swim the English Channel. Four years
later—not yet out of high school—she broke the men’s and women'’s world records for the Channel
swim. In 1987, she swam the Bering Strait from America to the Soviet Union—a feat that, according
to Gorbachev, helped diminish tensions between Russia and the United States. Lynne Cox’s
relationship with the water is almost mystical: she describes swimming as flying, and remembers
swimming at night through flocks of flying fish the size of mockingbirds, remembers being escorted
by a pod of dolphins that came to her off New Zealand. She has a photographic memory of her
swims. She tells us how she conceived of, planned, and trained for each, and re-creates for us the
experience of swimming (almost) unswimmable bodies of water, including her most recent
astonishing one-mile swim to Antarctica in thirty-two-degree water without a wet suit. She tells us
how, through training and by taking advantage of her naturally plump physique, she is able to create
more heat in the water than she loses. Lynne Cox has swum the Mediterranean, the three-mile Strait
of Messina, under the ancient bridges of Kunning Lake, below the old summer palace of the emperor
of China in Beijing. Breaking records no longer interests her. She writes about the ways in which
these swims instead became vehicles for personal goals, how she sees herself as the lone swimmer



among the waves, pitting her courage against the odds, drawn to dangerous places and treacherous
waters that, since ancient times, have challenged sailors in ships.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Man in the Water Roger Rosenblatt, 1994 From one
of America's most thoughtful and provocative social commentators comes a new collection of essays,
reportage, and criticism. Featuring Rosenblatt's most memorable writing in years, this sampling
includes his Man of the Year profile of Ronald Reagan for Time.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Angel of the Bridge John Cheever, 1993

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Trip to Echo Spring Olivia Laing, 2014 Originally
published: Great Britain: Canongate Books, 2013.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Almos' a Man Richard Nathaniel Wright, 2000 Richard
Wright [RL 6 IL 10-12] A poor black boy acquires a very disturbing symbol of manhood--a gun.
Theme: maturing. 38 pages. Tale Blazers.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: All the Pretty Horses Cormac McCarthy, 1993-06-29
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER ¢ NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ The first volume in the Border
Trilogy, from the bestselling author of The Passenger and the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Road
All the Pretty Horses is the tale of John Grady Cole, who at sixteen finds himself at the end of a long
line of Texas ranchers, cut off from the only life he has ever imagined for himself. With two
companions, he sets off for Mexico on a sometimes idyllic, sometimes comic journey to a place where
dreams are paid for in blood. Look for Cormac McCarthy's latest novels, The Passenger and Stella
Maris.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Stotan! Chris Crutcher, 2009-09-22 Stotan: A cross
between a Stoic and a Spartin It's the last swimming season for Walker, Nortie, Lion, and Jeff, and
their coach is building their self-discipline in a grueling four-hour-a-day test of stamina designed to
bring them to the outer edge of their capabilities. As it turns out, Stotan Week is also the week in
which secrets are revealed, and the four friends must draw upon their new strengths for an
endurance they never knew they'd need.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Teenage Wasteland Anne Tyler, 2020-09-29 First
appearing in the pages of Seventeen Magazine, “Teenage Wasteland” has become one of Anne
Tyler’s most widely beloved short stories—an affecting and masterful portrait of a life interrupted
and a family come undone. Daisy Coble had been a good mother, and so she was ashamed to find out
from Donny’s teacher that he had been misbehaving. He was noisy, lazy, disruptive, and he was
caught smoking. At night, she lay awake wondering where she had gone wrong, and how she could
have failed as a parent. Unsure of herself, Daisy follows the advice of professionals, and hires Donny
a tutor with some unusual ideas to set the boy straight. But, has the gap between them grown too
wide to bridge? A Vintage Short.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Cheever Blake Bailey, 2009 John Cheever was one of the
foremost chroniclers of post-war America, a peerless writer who on his death in 1982 left not only
some of the best short stories of the twentieth century and a number of highly acclaimed novels, but
also a private journal that runs to an astonishing four million words. Cheever’s was a soul in
conflictm who hid his troubles - alcoholism, secret bisexuality - behind the screen of genial life in
suburbia, but as John Updike came to remark: ‘Only he saw in its cocktail parties and swimming
pools the shimmer of dissolving dreams . . .” Blake Bailey, writing with unprecedented access to the
journal and other sources, has brought characteristic eloquence and sensitivity to his interpretation
of Cheever’s life and work. This is a luminous biography that reveals - behind the disguises with
which he faced the world - a troubled but strangely lovable man, and a writer of timeless fiction.
‘Stunningly detailed . . . Even more eloquent and resourceful than Bailey’s celebrated biography of
Richard Yates, A Tragic Honesty . . . Bailey’s interweaving of Cheever’s fiction with his experience is
a tour de force’ New York Times Book Review

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Alarming Palsy of James Orr Tom Lee, 2019-12-03 A
Kafkaesque and darkly humorous “suburban gothic” that tracks the unraveling of man’s body, mind,
and life. James Orr—husband, father, reliable employee and all-around model citizen—awakes one



morning to find half his face paralyzed. Waiting for the affliction to pass, he stops going to work and
wanders his idyllic estate, with its woodland, uniform streets and perfectly manicured lawns. But
there are cracks in the veneer. And as his orderly existence begins to unravel, it appears that James
may not be the man he thought he was. A deeply unsettling story of creeping horror that consistently
confounds expectations, The Alarming Palsy of James Orr introduces a writer of extraordinary and
disturbing talents.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Adaptation: Studying Film and Literature John
Desmond, Peter Hawkes, 2015-10-01

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Dance of the Happy Shades Alice Munro, 2011-12-21
Fifteen stunning short stories from Nobel Prize-winning author Alice Munro, “a true master of the
form” (Salman Rushdie). “How does one know when one is in the grip of art—of a major talent? . . .
It is art that speaks from the pages of Alice Munro’s stories.”—The Wall Street Journal A young girl
gets an unexpected glimpse into her father’s past when she realizes the sales call they’ve made one
summer afternoon during the Great Depression is to his old sweetheart. A married woman, returning
home after the death of her invalid mother, tries to release the sister who’d stayed behind as their
mother’s caretaker. The audience at a children’s piano recital receives a surprising lesson in the
power of art to transform when a not-quite-right student performs with unexpected musicality and a
spirit of joy. In Dance of the Happy Shades, Alice Munro conjures ordinary lives with an
extraordinary vision, displaying the remarkable talent for which she is now widely celebrated. Set on
farms, by river marshes, in the lonely towns and new suburbs of western Ontario, these tales are
luminous acts of attention to those vivid moments when revelation emerges from the layers of
experience that lie behind even the most everyday events and lives.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Lifeguard Mary Morris, 1998-04-15 Combining her
consummate craft as a storyteller with her gift for dramatic travel writing, Morris presents a
powerful collection of ten short stories.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Translated Woman Ruth Behar, 2014-10-28 Translated
Woman tells the story of an unforgettable encounter between Ruth Behar, a Cuban-American
feminist anthropologist, and Esperanza Hernandez, a Mexican street peddler. The tale of
Esperanza's extraordinary life yields unexpected and profound reflections on the mutual desires that
bind together anthropologists and their subjects.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: A Vision of the World John Cheever, 2021-05-27
Selected and Introduced by Booker-Prize winner Julian Barnes The first fully-authorised selected
short stories from 'one of the great writers of the previous century' (The Times) Winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, John Cheever - variously referred to as 'Ovid in
Ossining' and the 'Chekhov of the suburbs' - forever altered the landscape of contemporary
literature. In a career that spanned nearly fifty years, his short stories, often published in the New
Yorker, gave voice to the repressed desires and smouldering disappointments of 1950s America as it
teetered on the edge of spiritual awakening and sexual liberation in the ensuing decades. Up until
now, John Cheever's stories have only been available in Collected Stories, but with Julian Barnes'
selection we have the first fully authorised introduction to Cheever's work. Satirical, fantastical, sad
and transcendent, these are stories that speak directly to the heart of human experience, and remain
a testament to the wit and vision of one of the most important and influential short story writers of
the twentieth century. 'Reading Cheever is a restless pleasure, the work never settles: these brilliant
stories make me get up and walk around the room' Anne Enright

the swimmer john cheever analysis: By the Waters of Babylon Stephen Vincent Benet,
2015-08-24 The north and the west and the south are good hunting ground, but it is forbidden to go
east. It is forbidden to go to any of the Dead Places except to search for metal and then he who
touches the metal must be a priest or the son of a priest. Afterwards, both the man and the metal
must be purified. These are the rules and the laws; they are well made. It is forbidden to cross the
great river and look upon the place that was the Place of the Gods-this is most strictly forbidden. We
do not even say its name though we know its name. It is there that spirits live, and demons-it is there



that there are the ashes of the Great Burning. These things are forbidden- they have been forbidden
since the beginning of time.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Jewels of the Cabots John Cheever, 2016-05-28 In
this fabulous short story, the crown jewel of John Cheever’s Pulitzer Prize-winning collection The
Stories of John Cheever, a man agonizes about class privilege and racism, confessing to the
knowledge of a terrible crime and exposing a quiet American family’s darkest secrets. Wandering
about the sleepy Connecticut town of his childhood, where residents lead lives of grueling boredom,
a journalist reminisces about the Cabot children: Molly, a sweet girl and his first love; Geneva who
pilfered her mother’s diamonds from the clothesline and ran off to the Middle East; Wallace, Mr.
Cabot’s bastard son who lives in the tenements across the river; and the dwarf, Mrs. Cabot’s child
from an earlier marriage. An ebook short. A Vintage Shorts “Short Story Month” Selection.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: John Cheever Revisited Patrick Meanor, 1995 The St.
Botolphs of Cheever's early stories and the upscale, Westchester-like towns - Shady Hill, Proxmire
Manor, and Bullet Park - of his later work find their complex companions in William Faulkner's
Yoknapatawpha County and John Updike's Rabbit's world. Cheever laid out the parameters of this
creative world in his very first published story, Expelled, which appeared in the New Republic in
1930 when Cheever was only 18. The young protagonist of this autobiographical story would be the
first of many Cheever heroes to fall from what Meanor describes as a condition of Edenic happiness
and childlike innocence into the chaos and pain of adult knowledge. Moses Wapshot of Cheever's
first novel, The Wapshot Chronicle (1958), Neddy Merrill of the critically acclaimed short story The
Swimmer (1964), and even Zeke Farragut of Cheever's novel of redemption, Falconer (1977),
struggle to reclaim some remnant of an earlier, lost happiness. Loneliness, fear of aging, family
disintegration, alcoholic obsessiveness, sexual desperation, the threat of financial ruin, and a
reliance on illusion form the dark core of Cheever's work, creative transformations of some of the
themes that dominated his life. Throughout this volume Meanor distinguishes the autobiographical
strains in the fiction by drawing from Cheever's documents of his struggles - especially with
alcoholism and bisexuality - in The Letters of John Cheever (1988) and The Journals of John Cheever
(1991). Meanor fleshes out both biblical and mythological motifs in the stories and the novels; his
study is perhaps the first to treat the possible symbolic interpretations of names of characters and
places so thoroughly. Burdened by a biblical sense of shame and guilt, Cheever's characters find
fleeting, life-giving moments of psychological release in the celebratory paganism of Greek and
Roman myth, Meanor writes, in love, passion, the pleasures of the body.--BOOK JACKET.Title
Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Going For a Beer: Selected Short Fictions Robert
Coover, 2018-02-06 “A mixtape of variations and a fugue on time from a postmodern master....
Familiar tales and conventional genres are made new, tinged with shuddering wonder and titillating
humor.” —Yu-Yun Hsieh, The New York Times Book Review Robert Coover has been playing by his
own rules for more than half a century, earning the 1987 Rea Award for the Short Story as “a writer
who has managed, willfully and even perversely, to remain his own man while offering his generous
vision and versions of America.” Here, in this selection of his best stories, you will find an invisible
man tragically obsessed by an invisible woman; a cartoon man in a cartoon car who runs over a real
man who is arrested by a real policeman with cartoon eyes; a stick man who reinvents the universe.
While invading the dreams and nightmares of others, Coover cuts to the core of how realism works.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Splash! Howard Means, 2020-06-02 Choose a stroke and
get paddling through the human history of swimming! From man's first recorded dip into what's now
the driest spot on earth to the splashing, sparkling pool party in your backyard, humans have been
getting wet for 10,000 years. And for most of modern history, swimming has caused a ripple that
touches us all--the heroes and the ordinary folk; the real and the mythic. Splash! dives into Egypt,
winds through ancient Greece and Rome, flows mostly underground through the Dark and Middle
Ages (at least in Europe), and then reemerges in the wake of the Renaissance before taking its final
lap at today's Olympic games. Along the way, it kicks away the idea that swimming is just about



moving through water, about speed or great feats of aquatic endurance, and shows you how much
more it can be. Its history offers a multi-tiered tour through religion, fashion, architecture, sanitation
and public health, colonialism, segregation and integration, sexism, sexiness, guts, glory, and much,
much more. Unique and compelling, Splash! sweeps across the whole of humankind's swimming
history--and just like jumping into a pool on a hot summer's day, it has fun along the way.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Swimmers F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2024-02-27 »The
Swimmers« is a short story by F. Scott Fitzgerald, originally published in 1929. F. SCOTT
FITZGERALD [1896-1940] was an American author, born in St. Paul, Minnesota. His legendary
marriage to Zelda Montgomery, along with their acquaintances with notable figures such as
Gertrude Stein and Ernest Hemingway, and their lifestyle in 1920s Paris, has become iconic. A
master of the short story genre, it is logical that his most famous novel is also his shortest: The Great
Gatsby [1925].

the swimmer john cheever analysis: A Study Guide for John Cheever's "Swimmer" Gale,
Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for John Cheever's Swimmer, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned Wells
Tower, 2009-03-17 Viking marauders descend on a much-plundered island, hoping some mayhem
will shake off the winter blahs. A man is booted out of his home after his wife discovers that the print
of a bare foot on the inside of his windshield doesn't match her own. Teenage cousins, drugged by
summer, meet with a reckoning in the woods. A boy runs off to the carnival after his stepfather bites
him in a brawl. In the stories of Wells Tower, families fall apart and messily try to reassemble
themselves. His version of America is touched with the seamy splendor of the dropout, the misfit:
failed inventors, boozy dreamers, hapless fathers, wayward sons. Combining electric prose with
savage wit, Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned is a major debut, announcing a voice we have
not heard before.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Bifocal Deborah Ellis, Eric Walters, 2008 When a Muslim
boy is arrested at a high school on suspicion of terrorist affiliations, growing racial tensions divide
the student population.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Oh What a Paradise It Seems John Cheever, 2010-07-26
From one of the most renowned twentieth-century American writers, this “luminous ephiphany of
life ... [is] a charming fable of old age, nostalgia, and loss” (The Washington Post Book World).
Pulitzer Prize-winning author John Cheever's final novel is a fable set in a village so idyllic it has no
fast-food outlet and having as its protagonist an old man, Lemuel Sears, who still has it in him to fall
wildly in love with strangers of both sexes. But Sears's paradise is threatened; the pond he loves is
being fouled by unscrupulous polluters. In Cheever's accomplished hands the battle between an
elderly romantic and the monstrous aspects of late-twentieth-century civilization becomes something
ribald, poignant, and ineffably joyful. This is perfect Cheever—it is perfect. —The New York Times
Book Review

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Passage to Juneau Jonathan Raban, 2011-06-22 The
bestselling, award-winning author of Bad Land takes us along the Inside Passage, 1,000 miles of
often treacherous water, which he navigates solo in a 35-foot sailboat, offering captivating
discourses on art, philosophy, and navigation and an unsparing narrative of personal loss. A work of
great beauty and inexhaustible fervor. —The Washington Post Book World With the same rigorous
observation (natural and social), invigorating stylishness, and encyclopedic learning that he brought
to his National Book Award-winning Bad Land, Jonathan Raban conducts readers along the Inside
Passage from Seattle to Juneau. But Passage to Juneau also traverses a gulf of centuries and
cultures: the immeasurable divide between the Northwest's Indians and its first European
explorers—between its embattled fishermen and loggers and its pampered new class.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Wittgenstein's Mistress David Markson, 1989



Wittgenstein's Mistress is a novel unlike anything David Markson or anyone else has ever written
before. It is the story of a woman who is convinced and, astonishingly, will ultimately convince the
reader as well that she is the only person left on earth.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: I Bought a Little City Donald Barthelme, 2014-03-06 I
Bought a Little City [is] a take on the role that a writer has in writing a story - playing god, in a
certain way. Donald Antrim, novelist. 'Got a little city, ain't it pretty'. Galveston, Texas, has been
bought. It suits its new owner just fine. So he starts to change it. He creates a new residential area
in the shape of a Mona Lisa jigsaw puzzle, shoots six thousand dogs, and reminds those who
complain that he controls the jail, the police and the local chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union. But, playing God has its limitations, which he soon discovers when he starts to covet Sam
Hong's wife. With Donald Barthelme's unmistakeable ability to blend absurdity and the recognisable
details of ordinary life, this is an uncanny tale about urban planning, capitalism and God.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Motorcycle Diaries Ernesto Che Guevara,
2021-11-09 A New York Times bestseller With a new introduction by The Motorcyle Diaries
filmmaker Walter Salles, and featuring 24 pages of photos taken by Che. The Motorcycle Diaries is
Che Guevara's diary of his journey to discover the continent of Latin America while still a medical
student, setting out in 1952 on a vintage Norton motorcycle together with his friend Alberto
Granado, a biochemist. It captures, arguably as much as any book ever written, the exuberance and
joy of one person's youthful belief in the possibilities of humankind tending towards justice, peace
and happiness. After the release in 2004 of the exhilarating film of the same title, directed by Walter
Salles, the book became a New York Times and international bestseller. This edition includes a new
introduction by Walter Salles and an array of new material that was assembled for the 2004 edition
coinciding with the release of the film, including 24 pages of previously unpublished photos taken by
Che, notes and comments by his wife, Aleida Guevara March, and an extensive introduction by the
distinguished Cuban author, Cintio Vitier. A journey, a number of journeys. Ernesto Guevara in
search of adventure, Ernesto Guevara in search of America, Ernesto Guevara in search of Che. On
this journey, solitude found solidarity. 'I' turned into ‘we.'—Eduardo Galeano As his journey
progresses, Guevara's voice seems to deepen, to darken, colored by what he witnesses in his travels.
He is still poetic, but now he comments on what he sees, though still poetically, with a new
awareness of the social and political ramifications of what's going on around him.—January
Magazine Our film is about a young man, Che, falling in love with a continent and finding his place
in it. —Walter Salles, director of the film version of The Motorcycle Diaries All this wandering
around 'Our America with a Capital A' has changed me more than I thought. —Ernesto Che Guevara,
from The Motorcycle Diaries

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Swimmers Julie Otsuka, 2022-02-22 NATIONAL
BEST SELLER ¢ From the best-selling, award-winning author of The Buddha in the Attic and When
the Emperor Was Divine comes a novel about what happens to a group of obsessed recreational
swimmers when a crack appears at the bottom of their local pool. This searing, intimate story of
mothers and daughters—and the sorrows of implacable loss—is the most commanding and
unforgettable work yet from a modern master. The swimmers are unknown to one another except
through their private routines (slow lane, medium lane, fast lane) and the solace each takes in their
morning or afternoon laps. But when a crack appears at the bottom of the pool, they are cast out
into an unforgiving world without comfort or relief. One of these swimmers is Alice, who is slowly
losing her memory. For Alice, the pool was a final stand against the darkness of her encroaching
dementia. Without the fellowship of other swimmers and the routine of her daily laps she is plunged
into dislocation and chaos, swept into memories of her childhood and the Japanese American
incarceration camp in which she spent the war. Alice's estranged daughter, reentering her mother's
life too late, witnesses her stark and devastating decline.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: Falconer John Cheever, 2010-07-26 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Stunning and brutally powerful, one of the most important novels of our time
(The New York Times) tells the story of a man named Farragut, his crime and punishment, and his




struggle to remain a man in a universe bent on beating him back into childhood. In a nightmarish
prison, out of Farragut's suffering and astonishing salvation, Pulitzer Prize-winning author John
Cheever crafted his most powerful work of fiction. Only Cheever could deliver these grand themes
with the irony, unforced eloquence, and exhilarating humor that make Falconer such a triumphant
work of the moral imagination.

the swimmer john cheever analysis: The Crystal World J. G. Ballard, 2012-06-28 From J. G.
Ballard, author of ‘Crash’ and ‘Cocaine Nights’ comes his extraordinary vision of an African forest
that turns all in its path to crystal.
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