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The Sympathizer Analysis: Unpacking Viet Thanh
Nguyen's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Viet Thanh Nguyen's The Sympathizer, a Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, isn't just a gripping spy thriller;
it's a profound exploration of identity, betrayal, and the lasting scars of war. This comprehensive
analysis delves deep into the complexities of the narrative, examining its multifaceted characters, its
masterful use of narrative voice, and its potent critique of power, ideology, and the enduring
consequences of the Vietnam War. We'll unpack the novel's intricate plot, explore its thematic
richness, and consider its lasting impact on literary and political discourse. Prepare for a journey into
the heart of darkness and the elusive nature of loyalty in a world fractured by conflict. This post will
provide a detailed analysis of The Sympathizer, offering insights for students, readers, and anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of this remarkable work of fiction.

I. The Unreliable Narrator and the Power of Ambiguity:

Nguyen's brilliant strategy hinges on employing an unreliable narrator: the unnamed protagonist, a
double agent secretly loyal to the Viet Cong while outwardly serving the South Vietnamese
government. This creates immediate ambiguity. The reader is constantly forced to question the
narrator's motivations, his perceptions, and the very truth of his recollections. This unreliable
perspective isn't merely a stylistic choice; it reflects the fragmented and often contradictory nature of
identity, particularly in a context of war and political upheaval. The narrator's internal conflict—his
simultaneous love for both sides—mirrors the larger conflict between America and Vietnam,
highlighting the blurred lines of allegiance and the complexities of human experience in times of war.
His shifting loyalties, his self-deception, and his capacity for both cruelty and compassion all
contribute to the novel's captivating ambiguity. The reader is invited to actively participate in
deciphering the narrative, engaging in a critical examination of the presented facts and the narrator's
subjective interpretation.

II. Exploring Themes of Identity and Belonging:

The Sympathizer masterfully explores the complexities of identity in a postcolonial context. The
protagonist, a half-French, half-Vietnamese man raised in the South, grapples with his dual heritage.
He is neither fully Vietnamese nor fully American, perpetually existing in a liminal space between
cultures. This sense of displacement mirrors the experience of many Vietnamese people during and
after the war, highlighting the trauma of colonization and the struggle to reconcile fragmented
identities. This theme isn't solely focused on the narrator; it extends to other characters, highlighting
the varied ways individuals navigate their identities within a fractured society marked by political and
ideological conflict. The struggle for belonging, both personal and national, emerges as a central
theme shaping character motivations and plot development.

III. A Critique of Power, Ideology, and the Vietnam War:

The novel serves as a powerful critique of the Vietnam War, exposing the brutal realities and



devastating consequences of the conflict. Through the eyes of the double agent, Nguyen dismantles
simplistic narratives of good versus evil, showcasing the moral ambiguities inherent in war. The novel
doesn't shy away from depicting the violence and atrocities committed by both sides, challenging the
dominant American perspective on the war. This unflinching portrayal forces readers to confront the
lasting impacts of conflict, not only on the Vietnamese people, but also on the American psyche and
its understanding of the war. The novel offers a nuanced and critical analysis of power dynamics,
revealing how ideology can be manipulated to justify violence and oppression. This deconstruction of
established narratives challenges readers to question their own assumptions about the war and the
complexities of political conflict.

IV. The Role of Surveillance and Betrayal:

The novel deeply explores the themes of surveillance and betrayal, highlighting the pervasive nature
of mistrust during wartime. The protagonist's double life is characterized by constant surveillance and
deception, revealing the psychological toll of living a double life under pressure. The many
betrayals—both personal and political—underline the pervasive atmosphere of suspicion and the
inherent fragility of alliances in the face of war. The narrator's acts of betrayal raise questions about
loyalty, morality, and the human capacity for both great love and profound cruelty. This exploration of
surveillance and its impact showcases the erosion of trust and the psychological damage inflicted on
individuals caught in the web of deception.

V. The Narrative Structure and its Significance:

The novel's structure, shifting between the protagonist's present experiences in the United States and
his flashbacks to his time in Vietnam, enhances the narrative's complexity and ambiguity. These
flashbacks provide crucial context and illuminate the narrator's motivations, while also creating a
sense of disorientation and uncertainty. The fragmented structure mirrors the fragmented memories
and the fractured identities of those affected by the war. The constant shifting between past and
present contributes to the overall feeling of instability and uncertainty, reflecting the pervasive
uncertainty that marks the experiences of the characters.

VI. The Ending and its Ambiguous Nature:

The ending of The Sympathizer leaves the reader with lingering questions and an unresolved sense of
ambiguity. This ambiguous conclusion reflects the novel's overall focus on uncertainty and the
absence of clear-cut resolutions. The ambiguity isn't merely a stylistic choice; it's a deliberate attempt
to leave the reader with a lasting impression of the complexities of identity, loyalty, and the enduring
consequences of war. The unresolved aspects invite the reader to reflect on the themes explored
throughout the novel, prompting ongoing engagement with the narrative's complexities.

VII. The Novel's Legacy and Impact:

The Sympathizer has garnered significant critical acclaim and has become a significant work in
contemporary literature. Its exploration of identity, war, and the lingering impact of political conflict
has resonated with readers and critics alike. The novel's exploration of these themes has contributed
to a broader conversation surrounding the Vietnam War and its lasting effects, prompting deeper
reflection on the complexities of history and the human condition. The novel's exploration of these
themes has generated ongoing academic discussion and literary analysis.

VIII. Applying Critical Lenses to The Sympathizer:



The novel’s richness allows for a variety of critical lenses to be applied. Postcolonial theory illuminates
the power dynamics and the struggle for identity in a context of colonization and war. Psychoanalytic
criticism can be used to explore the narrator’s inner conflicts and the psychological impact of his
double life. Marxist criticism can help analyze the class dynamics and the political ideologies at play.
These approaches offer different perspectives on the novel's complexities, enriching our
understanding of its multifaceted themes.

IX. Conclusion:

The Sympathizer is not just a spy thriller; it's a profound and multifaceted work of literature that
continues to resonate with readers. Its masterful use of an unreliable narrator, its exploration of
identity and belonging, and its unflinching critique of war and power make it a truly remarkable
achievement. The novel’s ambiguous ending and its rich tapestry of themes invite ongoing discussion
and analysis, solidifying its place as a significant work of contemporary fiction.
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FAQs:

Is the narrator in The Sympathizer reliable? No, the narrator is explicitly unreliable, adding1.
layers of complexity and ambiguity to the narrative.

What are the major themes in The Sympathizer? Identity, belonging, betrayal, surveillance, the1.
Vietnam War, power, and ideology.



How does the novel's structure contribute to its meaning? The shifting between past and1.
present mirrors the fragmented memories and experiences of the characters.

What is the significance of the novel's ending? The ambiguous ending highlights the lack of1.
clear resolutions in war and its lasting impact.

What critical lenses can be applied to The Sympathizer? Postcolonial, psychoanalytic, and1.
Marxist criticism, among others.

How does the novel critique the Vietnam War? It challenges simplistic narratives by showing the1.
moral ambiguities and atrocities on both sides.

What is the role of the double agent in the narrative? The double agent's perspective reveals1.
the complexities of loyalty, betrayal, and identity.

What makes the novel's narrator so compelling? His internal conflict and self-deception mirror1.
the larger conflicts of the war.

How has The Sympathizer impacted literary and political discourse? It has stimulated1.
conversations about the Vietnam War, identity, and the lasting impacts of conflict.

Related Articles:

Viet Thanh Nguyen's Literary Style: An exploration of Nguyen's unique narrative voice and1.
writing techniques.

The Impact of the Vietnam War on Vietnamese Identity: A discussion of the cultural and2.
psychological effects of the war.

Postcolonial Literature and the Vietnam War: An analysis of the war through a postcolonial lens.3.



Unreliable Narration in Contemporary Fiction: An examination of the use of unreliable narrators4.
in modern novels.

The Ethics of Espionage in Literature: An exploration of ethical dilemmas faced by spies in5.
fiction.

The Representation of Trauma in The Sympathizer: An analysis of how trauma is depicted in the6.
novel.

American Imperialism and the Vietnam War: A critical examination of the historical context of7.
the war.

The Role of Memory in Viet Thanh Nguyen's Work: An exploration of memory and its impact on8.
identity and narrative.

Comparing The Sympathizer to Other War Novels: A comparative analysis with other significant9.
works about war.

  the sympathizer analysis: The Sympathizer Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2015-04-02 Now an HBO
Limited Series from Executive Producers Park Chan-wook and Robert Downey Jr., Streaming
Exclusively on Max Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction Winner of the 2016 Edgar Award
for Best First Novel Winner of the 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction One of
TIME’s 100 Best Mystery and Thriller Books of All Time “[A] remarkable debut novel.” —Philip
Caputo, New York Times Book Review (cover review) Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize, a startling
debut novel from a powerful new voice featuring one of the most remarkable narrators of recent
fiction: a conflicted subversive and idealist working as a double agent in the aftermath of the
Vietnam War. The winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well as seven other awards, The
Sympathizer is the breakthrough novel of the year. With the pace and suspense of a thriller and
prose that has been compared to Graham Greene and Saul Bellow, The Sympathizer is a sweeping
epic of love and betrayal. The narrator, a communist double agent, is a “man of two minds,” a
half-French, half-Vietnamese army captain who arranges to come to America after the Fall of Saigon,
and while building a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly reporting
back to his communist superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of identity
and America, a gripping espionage novel, and a powerful story of love and friendship.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Committed Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2021-03-02 The long-awaited
follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Sympathizer, which has sold more than one million
copies worldwide, The Committed follows the man of two minds as he arrives in Paris in the early
1980s with his blood brother Bon. The pair try to overcome their pasts and ensure their futures by
engaging in capitalism in one of its purest forms: drug dealing. Traumatized by his reeducation at
the hands of his former best friend, Man, and struggling to assimilate into French culture, the
Sympathizer finds Paris both seductive and disturbing. As he falls in with a group of left-wing
intellectuals whom he meets at dinner parties given by his French Vietnamese “aunt,” he finds
stimulation for his mind but also customers for his narcotic merchandise. But the new life he is
making has perils he has not foreseen, whether the self-torture of addiction, the authoritarianism of
a state locked in a colonial mindset, or the seeming paradox of how to reunite his two closest friends
whose worldviews put them in absolute opposition. The Sympathizer will need all his wits,
resourcefulness, and moral flexibility if he is to prevail. Both highly suspenseful and existential, The



Committed is a blistering portrayal of commitment and betrayal that will cement Viet Thanh
Nguyen’s position in the firmament of American letters.
  the sympathizer analysis: Summary and Analysis of The Sympathizer Worth Books,
2017-03-21 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Sympathizer tells you what
you need to know—before or after you read Viet Thanh Nguyen’s book. Crafted and edited with care,
Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed
reader. This short summary and analysis of The Sympathizer includes: Historical context
Chapter-by-chapter overviews Profiles of the main characters Themes and symbols Important quotes
Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the
original work About The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen: Viet Thanh Nguyen’s Pulitzer
Prize–winning book depicts the secret life of an unnamed Vietnamese man, grappling with various
identities, whose story begins with the evacuation of Saigon, continues with his life living in America
after the war, and ends with a shocking twist. Written in the form of a confession, this darkly
humorous tale is a brilliant, long-overdue addition to the canon of immigrant literature. Part spy
novel, part political thriller, and part satire, The Sympathizer offers smart, scathing, and timely
commentary on the state of race, class, war, politics, and the media. The summary and analysis in
this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work
of fiction.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Refugees Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2017-02-07 “Beautiful and
heartrending” fiction set in Vietnam and America from the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The
Sympathizer (Joyce Carol Oates, The New Yorker) In these powerful stories, written over a period of
twenty years and set in both Vietnam and America, Viet Thanh Nguyen paints a vivid portrait of the
experiences of people leading lives between two worlds, the adopted homeland and the country of
birth. This incisive collection by the National Book Award finalist and celebrated author of The
Committed gives voice to the hopes and expectations of people making life-changing decisions to
leave one country for another, and the rifts in identity, loyalties, romantic relationships, and family
that accompany relocation. From a young Vietnamese refugee who suffers profound culture shock
when he comes to live with two gay men in San Francisco, to a woman whose husband is suffering
from dementia and starts to confuse her with a former lover, to a girl living in Ho Chi Minh City
whose older half-sister comes back from America having seemingly accomplished everything she
never will, the stories are a captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of migration.
“Terrific.” —Chicago Tribune “An important and incisive book.” —The Washington Post “An urgent,
wonderful collection.” —NPR
  the sympathizer analysis: Nothing Ever Dies Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2016-04-11 Finalist,
National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, National Book Award in Nonfiction A New York Times
Book Review “The Year in Reading” Selection All wars are fought twice, the first time on the
battlefield, the second time in memory. From the author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel The
Sympathizer comes a searching exploration of the conflict Americans call the Vietnam War and
Vietnamese call the American War—a conflict that lives on in the collective memory of both nations.
“[A] gorgeous, multifaceted examination of the war Americans call the Vietnam War—and which
Vietnamese call the American War...As a writer, [Nguyen] brings every conceivable gift—wisdom,
wit, compassion, curiosity—to the impossible yet crucial work of arriving at what he calls ‘a just
memory’ of this war.” —Kate Tuttle, Los Angeles Times “In Nothing Ever Dies, his unusually
thoughtful consideration of war, self-deception and forgiveness, Viet Thanh Nguyen penetrates
deeply into memories of the Vietnamese war...[An] important book, which hits hard at self-serving
myths.” —Jonathan Mirsky, Literary Review “Ultimately, Nguyen’s lucid, arresting, and richly
sourced inquiry, in the mode of Susan Sontag and W. G. Sebald, is a call for true and just stories of
war and its perpetual legacy.” —Donna Seaman, Booklist (starred review)
  the sympathizer analysis: The Gangster We Are All Looking For Thi Diem Thuy Le, 2011-04-13
The highly acclaimed novel that reveals the life of a Vietnamese family in America through the
knowing eyes of a child finding her place and voice in a new country. “A brilliant evocation of human



sorrow and desire.... Heartbreaking and exhilarating.” —The New York Times Book Review In 1978
six refugees—a girl, her father, and four “uncles”—are pulled from the sea to begin a new life in San
Diego. In the child’s imagination, the world is transmuted into an unearthly realm: she sees
everything intensely, hears the distress calls of inanimate objects, and waits for her mother to join
her. But life loses none of its strangeness when the family is reunited. As the girl grows, her
matter-of-fact innocence eddies increasingly around opaque and ghostly traumas: the cataclysm that
engulfed her homeland, the memory of a brother who drowned and, most inescapable, her father’s
hopeless rage.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Best We Could Do Thi Bui, 2017-03-07 National bestseller
2017 National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) Finalist ABA Indies Introduce Winter / Spring 2017
Selection Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Spring 2017 Selection ALA 2018 Notable
Books Selection An intimate and poignant graphic novel portraying one family’s journey from
war-torn Vietnam, from debut author Thi Bui. This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is an
evocative memoir about the search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the
anguish of immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her family, Bui
documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam in the 1970s, and
the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. At the heart of Bui’s story is a universal
struggle: While adjusting to life as a first-time mother, she ultimately discovers what it means to be a
parent—the endless sacrifices, the unnoticed gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite
how impossible it seems to take on the simultaneous roles of both parent and child, Bui pushes
through. With haunting, poetic writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family,
the importance of identity, and the meaning of home. In what Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Viet
Thanh Nguyen calls “a book to break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to life Thi
Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all of those who search for a better
future while longing for a simpler past.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Displaced Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2018-04-10 “Powerful and
deeply moving personal stories about the physical and emotional toll one endures when forced out of
one’s homeland.” —PBS Online In January 2017, Donald Trump signed an executive order stopping
entry to the United States from seven predominantly Muslim countries and dramatically cutting the
number of refugees allowed to resettle in the United States each year. The American people spoke
up, with protests, marches, donations, and lawsuits that quickly overturned the order. Though the
refugee caps have been raised under President Biden, admissions so far have fallen short. In The
Displaced, Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Viet Thanh Nguyen, himself a refugee, brings together a
host of prominent refugee writers to explore and illuminate the refugee experience. Featuring
original essays by a collection of writers from around the world, The Displaced is an indictment of
closing our doors, and a powerful look at what it means to be forced to leave home and find a place
of refuge. “One of the Ten Best Books of the Year.” —Minneapolis Star-Tribune “Together, the
stories share similar threads of loss and adjustment, of the confusion of identity, of wounds that heal
and those that don’t, of the scars that remain.” —San Francisco Chronicle “Poignant and timely,
these essays ask us to live with our eyes wide open during a time of geo-political crisis. Also, 10% of
the cover price of the book will be donated annually to the International Rescue Committee, so I
hope readers will help support this book and the vast range of voices that fill its pages.” —Electric
Literature
  the sympathizer analysis: Invisible Man Ralph Ellison, 2014 The invisible man is the
unnamed narrator of this impassioned novel of black lives in 1940s America. Embittered by a
country which treats him as a non-being he retreats to an underground cell.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Plot Against America Philip Roth, 2004-10-05 Philip Roth's
bestselling alternate history—the chilling story of what happens to one family when America elects a
charismatic, isolationist president—is soon to be an HBO limited series. In an extraordinary feat of
narrative invention, Philip Roth imagines an alternate history where Franklin D. Roosevelt loses the
1940 presidential election to heroic aviator and rabid isolationist Charles A. Lindbergh. Shortly



thereafter, Lindbergh negotiates a cordial “understanding” with Adolf Hitler, while the new
government embarks on a program of folksy anti-Semitism. For one boy growing up in Newark,
Lindbergh’s election is the first in a series of ruptures that threaten to destroy his small, safe corner
of America–and with it, his mother, his father, and his older brother. A terrific political novel . . .
Sinister, vivid, dreamlike . . . creepily plausible. . . You turn the pages, astonished and frightened.”
— The New York Times Book Review
  the sympathizer analysis: The Quiet American Graham Greene, 2018-03-13 A “masterful . . .
brilliantly constructed novel” of love and chaos in 1950s Vietnam (Zadie Smith, The Guardian). It’s
1955 and British journalist Thomas Fowler has been in Vietnam for two years covering the
insurgency against French colonial rule. But it’s not just a political tangle that’s kept him tethered to
the country. There’s also his lover, Phuong, a young Vietnamese woman who clings to Fowler for
protection. Then comes Alden Pyle, an idealistic American working in service of the CIA. Devotedly,
disastrously patriotic, he believes neither communism nor colonialism is what’s best for Southeast
Asia, but rather a “Third Force”: American democracy by any means necessary. His ideas of
conquest include Phuong, to whom he promises a sweet life in the states. But as Pyle’s blind moral
conviction wreaks havoc upon innocent lives, it’s ultimately his romantic compulsions that will play a
role in his own undoing. Although criticized upon publication as anti-American, Graham Greene’s
“complex but compelling story of intrigue and counter-intrigue” would, in a few short years, prove
prescient in its own condemnation of American interventionism (The New York Times).
  the sympathizer analysis: Kill Anything That Moves Nick Turse, 2013-01-15 Based on
classified documents and interviews, argues that American acts of violence against millions of
Vietnamese civilians during the Vietnam War were a pervasive and systematic part of the war.
  the sympathizer analysis: On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous Ocean Vuong, 2021-06-01 The
instant New York Times Bestseller • Nominated for the 2019 National Book Award for Fiction “A
lyrical work of self-discovery that’s shockingly intimate and insistently universal…Not so much
briefly gorgeous as permanently stunning.” —Ron Charles, The Washington Post Ocean Vuong’s
debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a first love, and the redemptive power of storytelling
On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when
the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history that began
before he was born — a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into
parts of his life his mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a
witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her son, it is also a brutally
honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking questions central to our American
moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and trauma, but undergirded by compassion and
tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much about the power of telling one’s own story
as it is about the obliterating silence of not being heard. With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean
Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and asks how we heal and rescue one
another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to survive, and how to make of it a kind
of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many years. Named a Best Book of the Year by: GQ,
Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Library Journal, TIME, Esquire, The Washington Post, Apple, Good
Housekeeping, The New Yorker, The New York Public Library, Elle.com, The Guardian, The A.V.
Club, NPR, Lithub, Entertainment Weekly, Vogue.com, The San Francisco Chronicle, Mother Jones,
Vanity Fair, The Wall Street Journal Magazine and more!
  the sympathizer analysis: The Remains of the Day Kazuo Ishiguro, 2010-07-15 BOOKER PRIZE
WINNER • From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is “an intricate and dazzling
novel” (The New York Times) about the perfect butler and his fading, insular world in post-World
War II England. This is Kazuo Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of a butler named Stevens.
Stevens, at the end of three decades of service at Darlington Hall, spending a day on a country drive,
embarks as well on a journey through the past in an effort to reassure himself that he has served
humanity by serving the great gentleman, Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts
about the true nature of Lord Darlington's greatness, and much graver doubts about the nature of



his own life.
  the sympathizer analysis: Summary of the Sympathizer Fastreads, 2017-03-22 PLEASE NOTE:
This is a summary, analysis and review of the book and not the original book. Viet Thanh Nguyen
won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (and six other awards) with this 2016 book, The Sympathizer. It is
a harrowing and masterful tale of identity, culture, and the balance between good and evil. Nguyen's
book combines both the pace and suspense of a suspense-thriller with a literary prowess reserved
for the greats. This FastReads Summary & Analysis offers supplementary material to The
Sympathizer to help you distill the key takeaways, review the book's content, and further understand
the writing style and overall themes from an editorial perspective. Whether you'd like to deepen your
understanding, refresh your memory, or simply decide whether or not this book is for you,
FastReads Summary & Analysis is here to help. Absorb everything you need to know in under 20
minutes! What does this FastReads Summary Include? Executive summary of the original book
Chapter-by-chapter synopses Key Takeaways from each chapter Editorial Review Original Book
Summary Overview The narrator, a 'man with two minds' is a half-French, half-Vietnamese bastard
child who feels out of place in both cultures, and fittingly works as a communist double agent during
the Vietnam War. His world upends after the Fall of Saigon sends him to live in America with other
war refugees, though he continues reporting back to his Communist leaders still in Vietnam. Split
between these two worlds, the narrator finds himself confronted with atrocities and forced to
combat the darkest, most repressed memories in his own psyche in order to find the healing process
for cleaving himself back together. In an style of writing both explosive and deep, author Viet Thanh
Ngyen brings the harsh reality of the Vietnam War to an international audience, putting a
distinctively Southeast Asian lens on a conflict that is often only understood from the perspective of
the Western aggressors. BEFORE YOU BUY: The purpose of this FastReads Summary is to help you
decide if it's worth the time, money and effort reading the original book (if you haven't already).
FastReads has pulled out the essence-but only to help you ascertain the value of the book for
yourself. This analysis is meant as a supplement to, and not a replacement for, The Sympathizer.
  the sympathizer analysis: Tree of Smoke Denis Johnson, 2007-09-04 Once upon a time there
was a war . . . and a young American who thought of himself as the Quiet American and the Ugly
American, and who wished to be neither, who wanted instead to be the Wise American, or the Good
American, but who eventually came to witness himself as the Real American and finally as simply the
Fucking American. That’s me. This is the story of Skip Sands—spy-in-training, engaged in
Psychological Operations against the Vietcong—and the disasters that befall him thanks to his
famous uncle, a war hero known in intelligence circles simply as the Colonel. This is also the story of
the Houston brothers, Bill and James, young men who drift out of the Arizona desert into a war in
which the line between disinformation and delusion has blurred away. In its vision of human folly,
and its gritty, sympathetic portraits of men and women desperate for an end to their loneliness,
whether in sex or death or by the grace of God, this is a story like nothing in our literature. Tree of
Smoke is Denis Johnson’s first full-length novel in nine years, and his most gripping, beautiful, and
powerful work to date. Tree of Smoke is the 2007 National Book Award Winner for Fiction.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Mountains Sing Que Mai Phan Nguyen, 2020-03-17 The
International Bestseller New York Times Editors’ Choice SelectionWinner of the 2020 Lannan
Literary Awards Fellowship [An] absorbing, stirring novel . . . that, in more than one sense, remedies
history. —The New York Times Book Review “A triumph, a novelistic rendition of one of the most
difficult times in Vietnamese history . . . Vast in scope and intimate in its telling . . . Moving and
riveting.” —VIET THANH NGUYEN, author of The Sympathizer, winner of the Pulitzer Prize With the
epic sweep of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko or Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing and the lyrical beauty of Vaddey
Ratner’s In the Shadow of the Banyan, The Mountains Sing tells an enveloping, multigenerational
tale of the Trần family, set against the backdrop of the Việt Nam War. Trần Diệu Lan, who was born
in 1920, was forced to flee her family farm with her six children during the Land Reform as the
Communist government rose in the North. Years later in Hà Nội, her young granddaughter, Hương,
comes of age as her parents and uncles head off down the Hồ Chí Minh Trail to fight in a conflict



that tore apart not just her beloved country, but also her family. Vivid, gripping, and steeped in the
language and traditions of Việt Nam, The Mountains Sing brings to life the human costs of this
conflict from the point of view of the Vietnamese people themselves, while showing us the true
power of kindness and hope. The Mountains Sing is celebrated Vietnamese poet Nguyễn Phan Quế
Mai’s first novel in English.
  the sympathizer analysis: Akin Emma Donoghue, 2019-09-10 This soul stirring novel by the
New York Times bestselling author of Room (O Magazine) is one of the New York Post's best books
of the year. Noah Selvaggio is a retired chemistry professor and widower living on the Upper West
Side, but born in the South of France. He is days away from his first visit back to Nice since he was a
child, bringing with him a handful of puzzling photos he's discovered from his mother's wartime
years. But he receives a call from social services: Noah is the closest available relative of an
eleven-year-old great-nephew he's never met, who urgently needs someone to look after him. Out of
a feeling of obligation, Noah agrees to take Michael along on his trip. Much has changed in this
famously charming seaside mecca, still haunted by memories of the Nazi occupation. The unlikely
duo, suffering from jet lag and culture shock, bicker about everything from steak frites to screen
time. But Noah gradually comes to appreciate the boy's truculent wit, and Michael's ease with tech
and sharp eye help Noah unearth troubling details about their family's past. Both come to grasp the
risks people in all eras have run for their loved ones, and find they are more akin than they knew.
Written with all the tenderness and psychological intensity that made Room an international
bestseller, Akin is a funny, heart-wrenching tale of an old man and a boy, born two generations
apart, who unpick their painful story and start to write a new one together. What begins as a larky
story of unlikely male bonding turns into an off-center but far richer novel about the unheralded,
imperfect heroism of two women. -- New York Times
  the sympathizer analysis: The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace Jeff Hobbs, 2014-09-23 A
biography of a young African-American man who escaped the slums of Newark for Yale University
only to succumb to the dangers of the streets when he returned home.
  the sympathizer analysis: Inside Out & Back Again Thanhha Lai, 2013-03-01 Moving to
America turns H&à's life inside out. For all the 10 years of her life, H&à has only known Saigon: the
thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, the warmth of her friends close by, and the beauty of
her very own papaya tree. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. H&à and her family are
forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, H&à discovers
the foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food, the strange
shape of its landscape, and the strength of her very own family. This is the moving story of one girl's
year of change, dreams, grief, and healing as she journeys from one country to another, one life to
the next.
  the sympathizer analysis: Refuge Dina Nayeri, 2017 An Iranian girl escapes to America as a
child, but her father stays behind. Over twenty years, as she transforms from confused immigrant to
overachieving Westerner to sophisticated European transplant, daughter and father know each
other only from their visits: four crucial visits over two decades, each in a different international
city. The longer they are apart, the more their lives diverge, but also the more each comes to need
the other's wisdom and, ultimately, rescue--Amazon.com.
  the sympathizer analysis: Heart of Darkness ,
  the sympathizer analysis: Green Island Shawna Yang Ryan, 2017-01-10 BEST BOOK AWARD
IN FICTION BY THE ASSOCIATION FOR ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES • A stunning, lyrical novel
that tells the story of how the Tsais, a Taiwanese family, survive the 'February 28 Incident' of 1947
and precariously navigate the decades that follow (The New York Times). As an uprising rocks
Taiwan, a young doctor in Taipei is taken from his newborn daughter by Chinese Nationalists, on
charges of speaking out against the government. Although the doctor eventually returns to his
family, his arrival is marked by alienation from his loved ones and paranoia among his community.
Years later, this troubled past follows his youngest daughter to America, where, as a mother and a
wife, she too is forced to decide between what is right and what might save her family—the same



choice she witnessed her father make many years before. The story of a family and a nation
grappling with the nuances of complicity and survival, Green Island raises the question: how far
would you go for the ones you love?
  the sympathizer analysis: Race & Resistance Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2002 Viet Nguyen argues
that Asian American intellectuals need to examine their own assumptions about race, culture and
politics, and makes his case through the example of literature.
  the sympathizer analysis: George Washington's Secret Six Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger,
2016-10-18 When George Washington beat a hasty retreat from New York City in August 1776, many
thought the American Revolution might soon be over. Instead, Washington rallied—thanks in large
part to a little-known, top-secret group called the Culper Spy Ring. He realized that he couldn’t
defeat the British with military might, so he recruited a sophisticated and deeply secretive
intelligence network to infiltrate New York. Drawing on extensive research, Brian Kilmeade and Don
Yaeger have offered fascinating portraits of these spies: a reserved Quaker merchant, a tavern
keeper, a brash young longshoreman, a curmudgeonly Long Island bachelor, a coffeehouse owner,
and a mysterious woman. Long unrecognized, the secret six are finally receiving their due among
the pantheon of American heroes.
  the sympathizer analysis: Night Sky with Exit Wounds Ocean Vuong, 2016-05-23 Winner of
the 2016 Whiting Award One of Publishers Weekly's Most Anticipated Books of Spring 2016 One of
Lit Hub's 10 must-read poetry collections for April “Reading Vuong is like watching a fish move: he
manages the varied currents of English with muscled intuition. His poems are by turns graceful and
wonderstruck. His lines are both long and short, his pose narrative and lyric, his diction formal and
insouciant. From the outside, Vuong has fashioned a poetry of inclusion.”—The New Yorker Night
Sky with Exit Wounds establishes Vuong as a fierce new talent to be reckoned with...This book is a
masterpiece that captures, with elegance, the raw sorrows and joys of human existence.—Buzzfeed's
Most Exciting New Books of 2016 This original, sprightly wordsmith of tumbling pulsing phrases
pushes poetry to a new level...A stunning introduction to a young poet who writes with both
assurance and vulnerability. Visceral, tender and lyrical, fleet and agile, these poems unflinchingly
face the legacies of violence and cultural displacement but they also assume a position of wonder
before the world.”—2016 Whiting Award citation Night Sky with Exit Wounds is the kind of book
that soon becomes worn with love. You will want to crease every page to come back to it, to
underline every other line because each word resonates with power.—LitHub Vuong’s powerful
voice explores passion, violence, history, identity—all with a tremendous humanity.—Slate “In his
impressive debut collection, Vuong, a 2014 Ruth Lilly fellow, writes beauty into—and culls
from—individual, familial, and historical traumas. Vuong exists as both observer and observed
throughout the book as he explores deeply personal themes such as poverty, depression, queer
sexuality, domestic abuse, and the various forms of violence inflicted on his family during the
Vietnam War. Poems float and strike in equal measure as the poet strives to transform pain into
clarity. Managing this balance becomes the crux of the collection, as when he writes, ‘Your father is
only your father/ until one of you forgets. Like how the spine/ won’t remember its wings/ no matter
how many times our knees/ kiss the pavement.’”—Publishers Weekly What a treasure [Ocean Vuong]
is to us. What a perfume he's crushed and rendered of his heart and soul. What a gift this book
is.—Li-Young Lee Torso of Air Suppose you do change your life. & the body is more than a portion of
night—sealed with bruises. Suppose you woke & found your shadow replaced by a black wolf. The
boy, beautiful & gone. So you take the knife to the wall instead. You carve & carve until a coin of
light appears & you get to look in, at last, on happiness. The eye staring back from the other side—
waiting. Born in Saigon, Vietnam, Ocean Vuong attended Brooklyn College. He is the author of two
chapbooks as well as a full-length collection, Night Sky with Exit Wounds. A 2014 Ruth Lilly Fellow
and winner of the 2016 Whiting Award, Ocean Vuong lives in New York City, New York.
  the sympathizer analysis: Vietnamerica GB Tran, 2013-05-01 A superb new graphic memoir in
which an inspired artist/storyteller reveals the road that brought his family to where they are today:
Vietnamerica GB Tran is a young Vietnamese American artist who grew up distant from (and largely



indifferent to) his family’s history. Born and raised in South Carolina as a son of immigrants, he
knew that his parents had fled Vietnam during the fall of Saigon. But even as they struggled to adapt
to life in America, they preferred to forget the past—and to focus on their children’s future. It was
only in his late twenties that GB began to learn their extraordinary story. When his last surviving
grandparents die within months of each other, GB visits Vietnam for the first time and begins to
learn the tragic history of his family, and of the homeland they left behind. In this family saga played
out in the shadow of history, GB uncovers the root of his father’s remoteness and why his mother
had remained in an often fractious marriage; why his grandfather had abandoned his own family to
fight for the Viet Cong; why his grandmother had had an affair with a French soldier. GB learns that
his parents had taken harrowing flight from Saigon during the final hours of the war not because
they thought America was better but because they were afraid of what would happen if they stayed.
They entered America—a foreign land they couldn’t even imagine—where family connections
dissolved and shared history was lost within a span of a single generation. In telling his family’s
story, GB finds his own place in this saga of hardship and heroism. Vietnamerica is a visually
stunning portrait of survival, escape, and reinvention—and of the gift of the American immigrants’
dream, passed on to their children. Vietnamerica is an unforgettable story of family revelation and
reconnection—and a new graphic-memoir classic.
  the sympathizer analysis: Someone Like Me Julissa Arce, 2018-09-18 A remarkable true
story from social justice advocate and national bestselling author Julissa Arce about her journey to
belong in America while growing up undocumented in Texas. Born in the picturesque town of Taxco,
Mexico, Julissa Arce was left behind for months at a time with her two sisters, a nanny, and her
grandma while her parents worked tirelessly in America in hopes of building a home and providing a
better life for their children. That is, until her parents brought Julissa to Texas to live with them.
From then on, Julissa secretly lived as an undocumented immigrant, went on to become a
scholarship winner and an honors college graduate, and climbed the ladder to become a vice
president at Goldman Sachs. This moving, at times heartbreaking, but always inspiring story will
show young readers that anything is possible. Julissa's story provides a deep look into the
little-understood world of a new generation of undocumented immigrants in the United States
today--kids who live next door, sit next to you in class, or may even be one of your best friends.
  the sympathizer analysis: The Guest Book Sarah Blake, 2019-05-07 Instant New York Times
Bestseller Longlisted for Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence 2020 New England Society Book
Award Winner for Fiction “The Guest Book is monumental in a way that few novels dare attempt.”
—The Washington Post The thought-provoking new novel by New York Times bestselling author
Sarah Blake An exquisitely written, poignant family saga that illuminates the great divide, the gulf
that separates the rich and poor, black and white, Protestant and Jew. Spanning three generations,
The Guest Book deftly examines the life and legacy of one unforgettable family as they navigate the
evolving social and political landscape from Crockett’s Island, their family retreat off the coast of
Maine. Blake masterfully lays bare the memories and mistakes each generation makes while coming
to terms with what it means to inherit the past.
  the sympathizer analysis: Rhythm of War Brandon Sanderson, 2020-11-17 An instant #1 New
York Times Bestseller and a USA Today and Indie Bestseller! The Stormlight Archive saga continues
in Rhythm of War, the eagerly awaited sequel to Brandon Sanderson's #1 New York Times
bestselling Oathbringer, from an epic fantasy writer at the top of his game. After forming a coalition
of human resistance against the enemy invasion, Dalinar Kholin and his Knights Radiant have spent
a year fighting a protracted, brutal war. Neither side has gained an advantage, and the threat of a
betrayal by Dalinar’s crafty ally Taravangian looms over every strategic move. Now, as new
technological discoveries by Navani Kholin’s scholars begin to change the face of the war, the enemy
prepares a bold and dangerous operation. The arms race that follows will challenge the very core of
the Radiant ideals, and potentially reveal the secrets of the ancient tower that was once the heart of
their strength. At the same time that Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips with his changing
role within the Knights Radiant, his Windrunners face their own problem: As more and more deadly



enemy Fused awaken to wage war, no more honorspren are willing to bond with humans to increase
the number of Radiants. Adolin and Shallan must lead the coalition’s envoy to the honorspren
stronghold of Lasting Integrity and either convince the spren to join the cause against the evil god
Odium, or personally face the storm of failure. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The Cosmere
The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella) ●
Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ●
Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ●
Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ●
Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man
Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  the sympathizer analysis: Close Quarters Larry Heinemann, 2010-03-31 From the moment his
first novel was published, Larry Heinemann joined the ranks of the great chroniclers of the Vietnam
conflict--Philip Caputo, Tim O’Brien, and Gustav Hasford. In the stripped-down, unsullied patois of
an ordinary soldier, draftee Philip Dosier tells the story of his war. Straight from high school, too
young to vote or buy himself a drink, he enters a world of mud and heat, blood and body counts,
ambushes and firefights. It is here that he embarks on the brutal downward path to wisdom that
awaits every soldier. In the tradition of Naked and the Dead and The Thin Red Line, Close Quarters
is the harrowing story of how a decent kid from Chicago endures an extraordinary trial-- and returns
profoundly altered to a world on the threshold of change.
  the sympathizer analysis: Miss Saigon (PVG) Wise Publications, Alain Boublil, 2014-07-08
Miss Saigon (PVG) presents 12 songs from Boublil & Schonberg’s hit musical, Miss Saigon. Each
song has been freshly engraved for piano and voice, with accompanying lyrics, allowing you to relive
the beauty and drama of the show. With beautiful and faithful transciptions, alongside full-colour
photography, this book is an essential purchase for any fan. Songlist: - The Heat Is On In Saigon -
The Movie In My Mind - Why God Why? - Sun And Moon - The Last Night Of The World - I Still
Believe - I’d Give My Life For You - Bui-doi - What A Waste - Too Much For One Heart - Maybe - The
American Dream
  the sympathizer analysis: Music of the Ghosts Vaddey Ratner, 2017-04-11 This “novel of
extraordinary humanity” (Madeleine Thien, author of Do Not Say We Have Nothing) from New York
Times bestselling author Vaddey Ratner reveals “the endless ways that families can be forged and
broken hearts held” (Chicago Tribune) as a young woman begins an odyssey to discover the truth
about her missing father. Leaving the safety of America, Teera returns to Cambodia for the first time
since her harrowing escape as a child refugee. She carries a letter from a man who mysteriously
signs himself as “the Old Musician” and claims to have known her father in the Khmer Rouge prison
where he disappeared twenty-five years ago. In Phnom Penh, Teera finds a society still in turmoil,
where perpetrators and survivors of unfathomable violence live side by side, striving to mend their
still beloved country. She meets a young doctor who begins to open her heart, confronts her
long-buried memories, and prepares to learn her father’s fate. Meanwhile, the Old Musician, who
earns his modest keep playing ceremonial music at a temple, awaits Teera’s visit. He will have to
confess the bonds he shared with her parents, the passion with which they all embraced the Khmer
Rouge’s illusory promise of a democratic society, and the truth about her father’s end. A love story
for things lost and restored, a lyrical hymn to the power of forgiveness, Music of the Ghosts is a
“sensitive portrait of the inheritance of survival” (USA TODAY) and a journey through the embattled
geography of the heart where love can be reborn.



  the sympathizer analysis: New Waves Kevin Nguyen, 2022-07-12 A wry and poignant debut
novel about a man’s search for true connection that is “both knowing and cutting, a satire of internet
culture that is also a moving portrait of a lost human being” (Los Angeles Times). “A knowing and
thought-provoking exploration of love, modern isolation, and what it means to exist—especially as a
person of color—in our increasingly digital age.”—Celeste Ng, bestselling author of Everything I
Never Told You and Little Fires Everywhere ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—NPR, The
New York Public Library, Parade, Kirkus Reviews Lucas and Margo are fed up. Margo is a brilliant
programmer tired of being talked over as the company’s sole black employee, and while Lucas is one
of many Asians at the firm, he’s nearly invisible as a low-paid customer service rep. Together, they
decide to steal their tech startup’s user database in an attempt at revenge. The heist takes a sudden
turn when Margo dies in a car accident, and Lucas is left reeling, wondering what to do with their
secret—and wondering whether her death really was an accident. When Lucas hacks into Margo’s
computer looking for answers, he is drawn into her private online life and realizes just how little he
knew about his best friend. With a fresh voice, biting humor, and piercing observations about human
nature, Kevin Nguyen brings an insider’s knowledge of the tech industry to this imaginative novel. A
pitch-perfect exploration of race and startup culture, secrecy and surveillance, social media and
friendship, New Waves asks: How well do we really know one another? And how do we form true
intimacy and connection in a tech-obsessed world? Praise for New Waves “Nguyen’s stellar debut is
a piercing assessment of young adulthood, the tech industry, and racism. . . . Nguyen impressively
holds together his overlapping plot threads while providing incisive criticism of privilege and a dose
of sharp humor. The story is fast-paced and fascinating, but also deeply felt; the effect is a
page-turner with some serious bite.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “A blistering sendup of
startup culture and a sprawling, ambitious, tender debut.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
  the sympathizer analysis: The Mango Bride Marivi Soliven, 2013-04-30 Two women, two
cultures, and the fight to find a new life in America, despite the secrets of the past… Banished by her
wealthy Filipino family in Manila, Amparo Guerrero travels to Oakland, California, to forge a new
life. Although her mother labels her life in exile a diminished one, Amparo believes her struggles are
a small price to pay for freedom. Like Amparo, Beverly Obejas—an impoverished Filipina
waitress—forsakes Manila and comes to Oakland as a mail-order bride in search of a better life. Yet
even in the land of plenty, Beverly fails to find the happiness and prosperity she envisioned. As
Amparo works to build the immigrant’s dream, she becomes entangled in the chaos of Beverly’s
immigrant nightmare. Their unexpected collision forces them both to make terrible choices and
confront a life-changing secret, but through it all they hold fast to family, in all its enduring and
surprising transformations.
  the sympathizer analysis: Seeing Like a State James C. Scott, 2020-03-17 “One of the most
profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been published in recent decades.”—John
Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial critique of top-down social planning” by
the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to Tanzania to uncover why
states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to engineer their society or their
environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such planning disasters. “Beautifully
written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A
tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  the sympathizer analysis: If You Liked School, You'll Love Work Irvine Welsh, 2007-09-17
Irvine Welsh, the author of Trainspotting, is up to his old tricks with his new work of transgressive
short fiction. Irvine Welsh's first short-story collection since his debut work The Acid House presents
five extraordinary stories, which remind us that he is a master of the short form, a brilliant
storyteller, and—unarguably—one of today's funniest and most subversive writers. In Rattlesnakes
three young Americans, lost in the desert, are accosted by two armed Mexicans. A Korean chef and a
Chicago socialite find themselves connected through the disappearance of a pooch named Toto in
The D.O.G.S. of Lincoln Park. And in the title story, Mickey Baker—an ex-pat English bar owner
living on the Costa Brava—tries to keep all of his balls in the air: maintaining his barmaid's weight at



the sexual maximum, attending to the youthful Persephone, and dodging his ex-wife and Spanish
gangsters. In typically Welshian fashion, the characters and settings are anything but typical. These
stories will make you laugh and gasp.
  the sympathizer analysis: Southland Nina Revoyr, 2003-04-01 Nina Revoyr brings us a
compelling story of race, love, murder, and history against the backdrop of Los Angeles. —Winner of
a 2004 American Library Association Stonewall Honor Award in Literature —Winner of the 2003
Lambda Literary Award —Nominated for an Edgar Award The plot line of Southland is the stuff of a
James Ellroy or a Walter Mosley novel . . . But the climax fairly glows with the good-heartedness that
Revoyr displays from the very first page. —Los Angeles Times Jackie Ishida’s grandfather had a store
in Watts where four boys were killed during the riots in 1965, a mystery she attempts to solve.
—New York Times Book Review, included in “Where Noir Lives in the City of Angels” Nina Revoyr
brings us a compelling story of race, love, murder, and history against the backdrop of Los Angeles.
A young Japanese-American woman, Jackie Ishida, is in her last semester of law school when her
grandfather, Frank Sakai, dies unexpectedly. While trying to fulfill a request from his will, Jackie
discovers that four black teenagers were killed in the store he ran during the Watts Riots of
1965—and that the murders were never solved or reported. Along with James Lanier, a cousin of one
of the victims, she tries to piece together the story of the boys’ deaths. In the process, Jackie
unearths the long-held secrets of her family’s history—and her own. Moving in and out of the past,
from the shipping yards and internment camps of World War II; to the barley fields of the Crenshaw
District in the 1930s; to the means streets of Watts in the 1960s; to the night spots and garment
factories of the 1990s, Southland weaves a tale of Los Angeles in all of its faces and forms.
  the sympathizer analysis: Mating Norman Rush, 1992-09-01 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
WINNER • Is love between equals possible? This modern classic is a delightful intellectual love story
that explores the deepest canyons of romantic love even as it asks large questions about society,
geopolitics, and the mystery of what men and women really want. “Luminous…Few books evoke the
state of love at its apogee.” —The New York Times Book Review “The best rendering of erotic
politics…since D.H. Lawrence…The voice of Rush’s narrator is immediate, instructive and
endearing.” —The New York Review of Books The narrator of this splendidly expansive novel of high
intellect and grand passion is an American anthropologist at loose ends in the South African republic
of Botswana. She has a noble and exacting mind, a compelling waist, and a busted thesis project.
She also has a yen for Nelson Denoon, a charismatic intellectual who is rumored to have founded a
secretive and unorthodox utopian society in a remote corner of the Kalahari—one in which he is
virtually the only man. What ensues is an exhilarating quest and an exuberant comedy of manners:
“A dryly comic love story about grown-up people who take the life of the mind seriously.”
—Newsweek
  the sympathizer analysis: Maud's Line Margaret Verble, 2015 A debut novel chronicling the
life and loves of a headstrong, earthy and magnetic heroine, by an enrolled member of the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma
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