
the virgin suicides analysis

The Virgin Suicides Analysis: Unpacking the Enigma of Lisbon
Sisters

Introduction:

Jeffrey Eugenides' The Virgin Suicides isn't just a novel; it's a haunting exploration of adolescence, female
repression, and the suffocating power of societal expectations. This analysis delves deep into the mysterious
lives of the Lisbon sisters, examining the narrative structure, thematic concerns, and the enduring impact
of Eugenides' evocative prose. We’ll dissect the book's ambiguous ending, explore the role of memory and
unreliable narration, and ultimately attempt to understand the tragic events that unfold within the confines
of their suburban Detroit home. This comprehensive analysis promises a richer understanding of this
enigmatic and often debated novel, providing insightful interpretations of its complex characters and
enduring themes. Prepare to revisit the Lisbon sisters and their captivating, yet heartbreaking, story.

I. The Narrative Structure: A Chorus of Male Voices and Unreliable Memory

Eugenides masterfully employs a unique narrative structure, presenting the story through the
retrospective lens of a group of adolescent boys who observed the Lisbon family from afar. This chorus of
narrators provides a fragmented and, importantly, unreliable perspective. Their memories are colored by
adolescent longing, fascination, and a degree of romanticization, blurring the lines between objective reality
and subjective interpretation. This unreliable narration enhances the novel's mystery, leaving much open
to interpretation and inviting the reader to actively participate in piecing together the puzzle of the Lisbon
sisters' lives. The distance of the narrators also contributes to the sense of voyeurism that permeates the
novel, highlighting the societal pressures and male gaze that contribute to the sisters’ tragic fate.

II. The Theme of Female Repression and Societal Control:

The Virgin Suicides is a powerful commentary on the societal constraints placed upon young women,
particularly in the conservative suburban setting of the 1970s. The Lisbon parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lisbon,
represent the epitome of this suffocating control. Their overprotective and often irrational behavior stems
from a deeply ingrained fear of the outside world and a rigid adherence to outdated social norms. The
sisters’ attempts to express their individuality and desires are systematically stifled, leading to a growing
sense of isolation and despair. This repression isn't solely confined to the family; the community's
judgmental gaze and restrictive expectations further contribute to the sisters' sense of entrapment,
ultimately contributing to their tragic choices.



III. Symbolism and Motifs: Unlocking the Hidden Meanings:

Eugenides’ use of symbolism is rich and layered. The recurring motif of virginity, for instance, transcends
its literal meaning, representing a complex interplay of purity, repression, and the loss of innocence. The
sisters' attempts to navigate their burgeoning sexuality within the confines of their restrictive
environment are fraught with tension and ultimately lead to devastating consequences. Other key symbols
include the house itself, a physical manifestation of the sisters' confinement and the suffocating atmosphere
within their family; the recurring image of flight, symbolizing both escape and the ultimate loss of control;
and the color white, representing both purity and a chilling sense of detachment. Analyzing these symbols
allows for a deeper understanding of the novel’s underlying anxieties and thematic concerns.

IV. Character Analysis: Exploring the Nuances of Each Sister

Each of the Lisbon sisters possesses a unique personality and struggles, adding depth and complexity to the
narrative. While the novel doesn't offer complete psychological profiles, we can analyze their individual
behaviors, motivations, and interactions to understand their respective journeys towards tragedy. Cecilia's
rebellious spirit clashes violently with her parents' strict rules, foreshadowing the unrest to come. Lux's
defiant acts of rebellion serve as a powerful counterpoint to the quieter suffering of her sisters. The
ambiguity surrounding each sister's individual experiences adds to the mystery and the novel's lasting
impact.

V. The Ambiguous Ending and the Power of Interpretation:

The ending of The Virgin Suicides remains intentionally ambiguous. While the narrative offers glimpses
into the lives of the sisters after their attempted escapes and the ultimate tragic outcome, the exact details
remain shrouded in mystery. This deliberate ambiguity allows for multiple interpretations and encourages
readers to engage with the novel on a deeply personal level. The lack of definitive answers forces us to
confront the complexities of human behavior and the enduring power of unspoken motivations.

VI. The Novel's Enduring Legacy and Critical Reception:

Since its publication, The Virgin Suicides has captivated readers and critics alike, sparking numerous
interpretations and generating considerable debate. The novel's exploration of female adolescence, societal
pressures, and the complexities of family dynamics resonates deeply with audiences across generations. Its
exploration of grief and loss, presented with both sensitivity and a certain detached observation, continues
to provoke thought and discussion. The book's unique narrative structure and stylistic choices have also
been praised for their innovative and effective approach to storytelling.

VII. The Novel's Adaptation to Film:

Sofia Coppola's 1999 film adaptation further cemented the novel's place in popular culture. While the film
takes certain creative liberties, it captures the haunting atmosphere and the enigmatic nature of the Lisbon



sisters effectively. Comparing and contrasting the novel and the film provides a rich opportunity to explore
different interpretations of the story and its central themes.

A Sample Outline for a Formal Analysis Paper on The Virgin Suicides

Title: The Stifled Voices: An Analysis of Female Repression in Jeffrey Eugenides' The Virgin Suicides

I. Introduction:
Brief overview of The Virgin Suicides and its critical reception.
Thesis statement: The novel powerfully depicts the suffocating effects of societal expectations and familial
repression on young women, culminating in the sisters' tragic fates.

II. The Narrative Structure and Unreliable Narration:
Analysis of the male adolescent narrators and their limited perspective.
Examination of how the unreliable narration contributes to the novel's mystery and ambiguity.

III. Themes of Repression and Societal Control:
Detailed exploration of the roles of the Lisbon parents and their impact on the sisters.
Discussion of the societal pressures and expectations influencing the sisters' lives.

IV. Symbolism and Motif Analysis:
In-depth analysis of key symbols such as virginity, the house, flight, and color.
Explanation of how these symbols contribute to the overall meaning of the novel.

V. Character Studies of the Lisbon Sisters:
Individual analysis of each sister's personality, motivations, and struggles.
Examination of their individual paths towards tragedy.

VI. The Ambiguous Ending and Multiple Interpretations:
Discussion of the unresolved aspects of the narrative and their implications.
Exploration of different interpretations of the ending and their validity.

VII. Conclusion:
Reiteration of the thesis statement in light of the analysis presented.
Summary of the lasting impact of the novel and its relevance to contemporary society.

(Detailed explanations for each point of the outline would then follow, expanding on each topic in a similar
fashion to the main blog post sections above.)



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

What is the central theme of The Virgin Suicides? The central theme revolves around the1.
suffocating effects of societal pressures and familial repression on young women, leading to tragic
consequences.

Are the narrators reliable in The Virgin Suicides? No, the adolescent male narrators offer a1.
fragmented and unreliable perspective, adding to the novel's mystery and ambiguity.

What are some key symbols in the novel? Key symbols include virginity (representing repression1.
and loss of innocence), the house (representing confinement), flight (representing escape and loss of
control), and the color white (representing purity and detachment).

How does the novel portray the parents? The parents are portrayed as overprotective and restrictive,1.
contributing significantly to the sisters' feelings of isolation and despair.

What is the significance of the ambiguous ending? The ambiguous ending allows for multiple1.
interpretations and encourages reader engagement with the novel's complex themes.

How does the novel address female sexuality? The novel explores the conflict between the sisters'1.
burgeoning sexuality and the societal constraints imposed upon them.

What is the role of the community in the story? The community's judgmental gaze and expectations1.
contribute to the sisters' sense of entrapment and isolation.



How does the film adaptation compare to the novel? The film adaptation captures the haunting1.
atmosphere of the novel but takes certain creative liberties.

What makes The Virgin Suicides a significant work of literature? Its innovative narrative structure,1.
exploration of complex themes, and ambiguous ending make it a significant and enduring work of
literature that continues to resonate with readers.

Related Articles:

Jeffrey Eugenides' Style and Narrative Techniques: An analysis of Eugenides' distinctive writing1.
style and its impact on the narrative.

The Role of Memory in The Virgin Suicides: An exploration of how memory shapes the narrative1.
and influences the reader's understanding.

Female Sexuality and Repression in 1970s America: A historical and social analysis of the context1.
surrounding the novel.

The Symbolism of the House in The Virgin Suicides: A focused study on the house as a symbol of1.
confinement and societal constraints.

Comparing and Contrasting The Virgin Suicides Film and Novel: A comparative analysis1.
highlighting similarities and differences between the two.

The Psychological Portrayal of the Lisbon Sisters: An in-depth exploration of the psychological1.



complexities of each sister.

The Theme of Isolation in The Virgin Suicides: A focused analysis on the sisters' feelings of isolation1.
and their causes.

The Use of Unreliable Narration in Contemporary Literature: A broader literary analysis of the use1.
of unreliable narrators in modern novels.

The Impact of Societal Expectations on Adolescent Girls: A socio-cultural analysis exploring the1.
pressures faced by young women today.

  the virgin suicides analysis: The Virgin Suicides Jeffrey Eugenides, 2011-09-20 First published
in 1993, The Virgin Suicides announced the arrival of a major new American novelist. In a quiet
suburb of Detroit, the five Lisbon sisters—beautiful, eccentric, and obsessively watched by the
neighborhood boys—commit suicide one by one over the course of a single year. As the boys observe
them from afar, transfixed, they piece together the mystery of the family’s fatal melancholy, in this
hypnotic and unforgettable novel of adolescent love, disquiet, and death. Jeffrey Eugenides evokes
the emotions of youth with haunting sensitivity and dark humor and creates a coming-of-age story
unlike any of our time. Adapted into a critically acclaimed film by Sofia Coppola, The Virgin Suicides
is a modern classic, a lyrical and timeless tale of sex and suicide that transforms and mythologizes
suburban middle-American life.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Virgin Suicides (Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Edition) Jeffrey
Eugenides, 1993-04-01 The national bestseller from Jeffrey Eugenides, the Pulitzer Prize–Winning
Author of Middlesex and The Marriage Plot With a New Introduction by Emma Cline Adapted into a
critically acclaimed film by Sofia Coppola, The Virgin Suicides is a modern classic, a lyrical and
timeless tale of sex and suicide that transforms and mythologizes suburban middle-American life.
First published in 1993, The Virgin Suicides announced the arrival of a major new American novelist.
In a quiet suburb of Detroit, the five Lisbon sisters—beautiful, eccentric, and obsessively watched by
the neighborhood boys—commit suicide one by one over the course of a single year. As the boys
observe them from afar, transfixed, they piece together the mystery of the family's fatal melancholy,
in this hypnotic and unforgettable novel of adolescent love, disquiet, and death. Jeffrey Eugenides
evokes the emotions of youth with haunting sensitivity and dark humor and creates a coming-of-age
story unlike any of our time.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Virgin Suicides Jeffrey Eugenides, 2013-04-15 Adapted into
a critically acclaimed film by Sofia Coppola and starring Kirsten Dunst, this is the story of the five
Lisbon sisters – beautiful, eccentric, and obsessively watched by the entire neighbourhood.



  the virgin suicides analysis: The Marriage Plot Jeffrey Eugenides, 2011-10-11 A New York
Times Notable Book of 2011 A Publisher's Weekly Top 10 Book of 2011 A Kirkus Reviews Top 25
Best Fiction of 2011 Title One of Library Journal's Best Books of 2011 A Salon Best Fiction of 2011
title One of The Telegraph's Best Fiction Books of the Year 2011 It's the early 1980s—the country is
in a deep recession, and life after college is harder than ever. In the cafés on College Hill, the
wised-up kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna, dutiful
English major, is writing her senior thesis on Jane Austen and George Eliot, purveyors of the
marriage plot that lies at the heart of the greatest English novels. As Madeleine tries to understand
why it became laughable to read writers like Cheever and Updike, who wrote about the suburbia
Madeleine and most of her friends had grown up in, in favor of reading the Marquis de Sade, who
wrote about deflowering virgins in eighteenth-century France, real life, in the form of two very
different guys, intervenes. Leonard Bankhead—charismatic loner, college Darwinist, and lost
Portland boy—suddenly turns up in a semiotics seminar, and soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly
charged erotic and intellectual relationship with him. At the same time, her old friend Mitchell
Grammaticus—who's been reading Christian mysticism and generally acting strange—resurfaces,
obsessed with the idea that Madeleine is destined to be his mate. Over the next year, as the
members of the triangle in this amazing, spellbinding novel graduate from college and enter the real
world, events force them to reevaluate everything they learned in school. Leonard and Madeleine
move to a biology Laboratory on Cape Cod, but can't escape the secret responsible for Leonard's
seemingly inexhaustible energy and plunging moods. And Mitchell, traveling around the world to get
Madeleine out of his mind, finds himself face-to-face with ultimate questions about the meaning of
life, the existence of God, and the true nature of love. Are the great love stories of the nineteenth
century dead? Or can there be a new story, written for today and alive to the realities of feminism,
sexual freedom, prenups, and divorce? With devastating wit and an abiding understanding of and
affection for his characters, Jeffrey Eugenides revives the motivating energies of the Novel, while
creating a story so contemporary and fresh that it reads like the intimate journal of our own lives.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Fresh Complaint Jeffrey Eugenides, 2017-10-03 Proudly
presenting the widely anticipated new work of fiction from the multi-award winning bestselling
author of Middlesex--a #1 major bestseller in Canada--and The Marriage Plot--also an acclaimed
national bestseller--and the beloved The Virgin Suicides. Featuring unseen stories from one of the
most eclectic, dynamic fiction writers working today, Fresh Complaint brings together works both
new and previously published--including the crème de la crème of Eugenides's beloved New Yorker
stories, never before collected between two covers. Jeffrey Eugenides's bestselling novels have
shown that he is an astute observer of the crises of adolescence, sexual identity, self-discovery,
family love and what it means to be an American in our times. The stories in Fresh Complaint
continue that tradition. Ranging from the reproductive antics of Baster to the wry, moving account
of a young traveller's search for enlightenment in Air Mail (selected by Annie Proulx for The Best
American Short Stories 1997), this collection presents characters in the midst of personal and
national crises. We meet a failed poet who, envious of other people's wealth during the real-estate
bubble, becomes an embezzler; a clavichordist whose dreams of art collapse under the obligations of
marriage and fatherhood; and, in Bronze, a sexually confused college freshman whose encounter
with a stranger on a train leads to a revelation about his past and his future. Narratively compelling,
beautifully written and packed with a density of ideas that belie their fluid grace, Fresh Complaint
proves Eugenides to be a master of the short form as well as the long. Showcasing stories from as
far back as the 1980s and as recently as 2017, Fresh Complaint is the career-spanning collection
from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Middlesex Jeffrey Eugenides, 2011-07-18 Spanning eight decades
and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family through the vicissitudes of the twentieth
century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant novel on one level tells a traditional story about three
generations of a fantastic, absurd, lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous
doses of tragedy and high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal, the narrator -- also Callie -- is



a hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us spooling back in time, through a breathtaking
review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked Smyrna and Callie’s grandparents
fled for their lives. Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where two lovers, and one rare genetic
mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is a grand, utterly original fable of crossed
bloodlines, the intricacies of gender, and the deep, untidy promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant
exploration of divided people, divided families, divided cities and nations -- the connected halves that
make up ourselves and our world.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Virgin Suicides Justin Wyatt, 2020-08-14 In this book, the
analysis of the film occurs around three inter-locking arguments: the unusual structuring absence at
the center of the film; the intricate manner through which music is used in the drama,
communication, and character creation; and the film's careful and specific referencing of advertising
in the 1970s (the decade of the film's
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Girl with Ghost Eyes M. H. Boroson, 2015-11-03 “The Girl
with Ghost Eyes is a fun, fun read. Martial arts and Asian magic set in Old San Francisco make for a
fresh take on urban fantasy, a wonderful story that kept me up late to finish.” —#1 New York Times
bestselling author Patricia Briggs It’s the end of the nineteenth century in San Francisco’s
Chinatown, and ghost hunters from the Maoshan traditions of Daoism keep malevolent spiritual
forces at bay. Li-lin, the daughter of a renowned Daoshi exorcist, is a young widow burdened with
yin eyes—the unique ability to see the spirit world. Her spiritual visions and the death of her
husband bring shame to Li-lin and her father—and shame is not something this immigrant family can
afford. When a sorcerer cripples her father, terrible plans are set in motion, and only Li-lin can stop
them. To aid her are her martial arts and a peachwood sword, her burning paper talismans, and a
wisecracking spirit in the form of a human eyeball tucked away in her pocket. Navigating the
dangerous alleys and backrooms of a male-dominated Chinatown, Li-lin must confront evil spirits,
gangsters, and soulstealers before the sorcerer’s ritual summons an ancient evil that could burn
Chinatown to the ground. With a rich and inventive historical setting, nonstop martial arts action,
authentic Chinese magic, and bizarre monsters from Asian folklore, The Girl with Ghost Eyes is also
the poignant story of a young immigrant searching to find her place beside the long shadow of a
demanding father and the stigma of widowhood. In a Chinatown caught between tradition and
modernity, one woman may be the key to holding everything together. Skyhorse Publishing, under
our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of titles for readers interested
in science fiction (space opera, time travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy
(grimdark, sword and sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative history), and
horror (zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not every title
we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula
award-winner, we are committed to publishing quality books from a diverse group of authors.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Fates Will Find Their Way Hannah Pittard, 2011-01-25 “A
bold, wise, magical, and authentic novel about youthful infatuation and its legacy. Hannah Pittard’s
beautifully confident prose is sure to make readers look back on their own teenage years with fresh
wonder.” —Vendela Vida, author of The Lovers Already acclaimed for her short fiction—a
McSweeney’s Amanda Davis Highwire Fiction Award winner whose work was selected by Salman
Rushdie for inclusion in 2008 Best American Short Stories’ 100 Distinguished Stories—Hannah
Pittard proves herself a master of long form fiction as well with her haunting, masterfully crafted
debut novel, The Fates Will Find Their Way. A powerful and beautiful literary masterwork
reminiscent of The Virgin Suicides, Pittard’s The Fates Will Find Their Way tells the unforgettable
story of a teenaged girl gone missing, and the boys she grew up with who find themselves caught in
the mysterious wake of her absence for the rest of their lives.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Sofia Coppola Anna Backman Rogers, 2018-11-29 A feminist
study of the mood, texture, tone, and multifaceted meaning of director Sofia Coppola’s aesthetic
through her most influential and well-known films. A Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2019 “With
this book Rogers has produced a sophisticated and impassioned analysis of Coppola’s work...



Rogers’s main argument – that Coppola manipulates pleasurable images to unsettle rather than
mollify us – is utterly convincing. If nothing else, this certainly hits home in relation to my own
enchantment with Coppola’s work.”—Bright Lights Film Journal All too often, the movies of Sofia
Coppola have been dismissed as “all style, no substance.” But such an easy caricature, as this
engaging and accessible survey of Coppola’s oeuvre demonstrates, fundamentally misconstrues what
are rich, ambiguous, meaningful films. Drawing on insights from feminist philosophy and
psychology, the author here takes an original approach to Coppola, exploring vital themes from the
subversion of patriarchy in The Virgin Suicides to the “female gothic” in The Beguiled. As Rogers
shows, far from endorsing a facile and depoliticized postfeminism, Coppola’s films instead deploy
beguilement, mood, and pleasure in the service of a robustly feminist philosophy. From the
Introduction: Sofia Coppola possesses a highly sophisticated and intricate knowledge of how images
come to work on us; that is, she understands precisely how to construct an image – what to add in
and what to remove – in order to achieve specific moods, tones and cinematic affects. She knows
that similar kinds of images can have vastly different effects on the viewer depending on their
context.... This monograph is an extended study of Coppola’s outstanding ability to think through
and in images.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes, 2011-10-05 BOOKER
PRIZE WINNER • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A novel that follows a middle-aged man as he
contends with a past he never much thought about—until his closest childhood friends return with a
vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly present. A novel so compelling that it
begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has the psychological and emotional
depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a stunning achievement in Julian Barnes's
oeuvre. Tony Webster thought he left his past behind as he built a life for himself, and his career has
provided him with a secure retirement and an amicable relationship with his ex-wife and daughter,
who now has a family of her own. But when he is presented with a mysterious legacy, he is forced to
revise his estimation of his own nature and place in the world.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Last to Die Kelly Garrett, 2019-11-05 What started as a game
turns into something much darker in this fast-paced YA thriller with a plot to die for, perfect for fans
of Natasha Preston and Hannah Jayne Harper Jacobs and her friends are just looking for some fun
when they decide to start breaking into one another's houses. It's enough to give them a rush, and
it's pretty harmless since they all promise not to take anything that can't be replaced. But when they
target the home of a classmate, it crosses a line, and one of the group turns up dead. Harper needs
to figure out what's happening fast...or else she might be next. Gripping and ominous The Last to
Die is perfect for readers looking for: unputdownable teen thrillers dark young adult mystery books
high-stakes plot and moody setting dynamic, pitch-perfect writing
  the virgin suicides analysis: Sofia Coppola Hannah Strong, 2022-05-17 An illustrated critical
survey of Academy Award–winning writer and director Sofia Coppola’s career, covering everything
from her groundbreaking music videos through her latest films In the two decades since her first
feature film was released, Sofia Coppola has created a tonally diverse, meticulously crafted, and
unapologetically hyperfeminine aesthetic across a wide range of multimedia work. Her films explore
untenable relationships and the euphoria and heartbreak these entail, and Coppola develops these
themes deftly and with discernment across her movies and music videos. From The Virgin Suicides
and Marie Antoinette to Lost in Translation and The Beguiled, Coppola’s award-nominated
filmography is also unique in how its consistent visual aesthetic is informed by and in conversation
with contemporary fine art and photography. Sofia Coppola offers a rich and intimate look at the
overarching stylistic and thematic components of Coppola's work. In addition to critical essays about
Coppola's filmography, the book will include interviews with some of her closest collaborators,
including musician Jean-Benoît Dunckel and costume designer Nancy Steiner, along with a foreword
by Italian filmmaker Alice Rohrwacher. It engages with her creative output while celebrating her
talent as an imagemaker and storyteller. Along the way, readers meet again a cast of characters
mired in the ennui of missed connections: loneliness, frustrated creativity, rebellious adolescence,



and the double-edged knife of celebrity, all captured by the emotional, intimate power of the female
gaze.
  the virgin suicides analysis: My Mistress's Sparrow Is Dead Jeffrey Eugenides, 2009-01-06
When it comes to love, there are a million theories to explain it. But when it comes to love stories,
things are simpler. A love story can never be about full possession. Love stories depend on
disappointment, on unequal births and feuding families, on matrimonial boredom and at least one
cold heart. Love stories, nearly without exception, give love a bad name . . . . It is perhaps only in
reading a love story (or in writing one) that we can simultaneously partake of the ecstasy and agony
of being in love without paying a crippling emotional price. I offer this book, then, as a cure for
lovesickness and an antidote to adultery. Read these love stories in the safety of your single bed. Let
everybody else suffer.—Jeffrey Eugenides, from the introduction to My Mistress's Sparrow Is Dead
All proceeds from My Mistress's Sparrow is Dead will go directly to fund the free youth writing
programs offered by 826 Chicago. 826 Chicago is part of the network of seven writing centers across
the United States affiliated with 826 National, a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting
students ages 6 to 18 with their creative and expository writing skills, and to helping teachers
inspire their students to write.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Tigers, Not Daughters Samantha Mabry, 2020-03-24 A Kirkus
Reviews Best Young Adult Book of 2020 A SLJ Best Book of 2020 A Shelf Awareness Best Book of
2020 A 2020 BCCB Blue Ribbon List title “Move over, Louisa May Alcott! Samantha Mabry has
written her very own magical Little Women for our times.” —Julia Alvarez, author of How the García
Girls Lost Their Accents In a stunning follow-up to her National Book Award-longlisted novel All the
Wind in the World, Samantha Mabry weaves an aching, magical novel that is one part family drama,
one part ghost story, and one part love story. The Torres sisters dream of escape. Escape from their
needy and despotic widowed father, and from their San Antonio neighborhood, full of old San
Antonio families and all the traditions and expectations that go along with them. In the summer after
her senior year of high school, Ana, the oldest sister, falls to her death from her bedroom window. A
year later, her three younger sisters, Jessica, Iridian, and Rosa, are still consumed by grief and
haunted by their sister’s memory. Their dream of leaving Southtown now seems out of reach. But
then strange things start happening around the house: mysterious laughter, mysterious shadows,
mysterious writing on the walls. The sisters begin to wonder if Ana really is haunting them, trying to
send them a message—and what exactly she’s trying to say. In a stunning follow-up to her National
Book Award–longlisted novel All the Wind in the World, Samantha Mabry weaves an aching, magical
novel that is one part family drama, one part ghost story, and one part love story.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Dead Girls Selva Almada, 2020-09-03 In this brutal, gripping
novel, Selva Almada narrates the case of three small-town teenage girls murdered in the 1980's in
the interior of Argentina.Three deaths without culprits: 19-year old Andrea Danne, stabbed in her
own bed; 15-year old María Luisa Quevedo, raped, strangled, and dumped in wasteland; and 20-year
old Sarita Mundín, whose disfigured body was found on a river bank. Almada takes these and other
tales of abused women to weave together a dry, straightforward portrait of gender violence that
surpasses national borders and speaks to readers' consciousness all over the world.Following the
success of The Wind That Lays Waste , internationally acclaimed Argentinian author Selva Almada
dives into the heart of this problem with a reported novel, comparable to Truman Capote's In Cold
Blood or John Hersey's Hiroshima , in response to the urgent need for attention to the ongoing
catastrophe that is femicide.Not a police chronicle, not a thriller, but a contemporary noir novel that
lives in the hearts of these women and the men who have abused them. Almada captures the
invisible, and with lyrical brutality, blazes a new trail in journalistic fiction.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Weird Jeff VanderMeer, Ann VanderMeer, 2012-01-24 From
Lovecraft to Borges to Gaiman, a century of intrepid literary experimentation has created a corpus
of dark and strange stories that transcend all known genre boundaries. Together these stories form
The Weird, and its practitioners include some of the greatest names in twentieth and twenty-first
century literature. Exotic and esoteric, The Weird plunges you into dark domains and brings you



face to face with surreal monstrosities. You won't find any elves or wizards here...but you will find
the biggest, boldest, and downright most peculiar stories from the last hundred years bound
together in the biggest Weird collection ever assembled. The Weird features 110 stories by an
all-star cast, from literary legends to international bestsellers to Booker Prize winners: including
William Gibson, George R. R. Martin, Stephen King, Angela Carter, Kelly Link, Franz Kafka, China
Miéville, Clive Barker, Haruki Murakami, M. R. James, Neil Gaiman, Mervyn Peake, and Michael
Chabon. The Weird is the winner of the 2012 World Fantasy Award for Best Anthology At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Gendered Landscape of Suicide Anne Cleary, 2019-06-24
This book is an attempt to understand suicide from the perspective of a group of men who decided to
take their own lives. Their stories imply that male suicide is not, as frequently portrayed, an
impulsive action arising from particular, sex-specific, causes but relates to a cluster of interlinked
issues which accumulate over time. These issues were not distinctively male concerns but were
connected to gender in that the men’s difficulties were exacerbated by the existence of an emotional
culture which inhibited males from expressing specific feelings. The prevailing form of masculinity
impeded them in developing knowledge of, and speaking about, their emotional needs and from
accessing help and this prolonged their suffering and made suicide a possibility. These men
produced compelling accounts of their emotional pain which belied notions of male inexpressiveness
but the findings point to a link between emotionally constraining cultures and suicidal behaviour for
some groups of men.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Mother In the Dark Kayla Maiuri, 2023-08-08 Tender and
unsparing, this is a novel to hold onto. —Crystal Hana Kim, author of If You Leave Me “A masterfully
written novel, alive and lyrical, a hypnotic rendering of the mess and the tenderness of family life.”
—Claire Lombardo, author of The Most Fun We Ever Had A novel about family secrets and a volatile
relationship between a mother and her daughters. When Anna’s sister calls with an urgent message,
Anna doesn’t return the call. She knows it’s about their mother. Growing up in an Italian American
family in working-class Boston, Anna lives a simple but comfortable childhood--filled with homemade
meals and front-porch gatherings in a close-knit neighborhood. She and her sisters are devoted to
their mother, orbiting her like the sun, trying to keep up with her loving but mercurial nature. When
their father gets a new job outside the city, the family is tossed unceremoniously into a middle-class
suburban existence. Anna's mother is suddenly adrift, and the darkness lurking inside her ignites.
Her daughters, isolated and trapped with her in their new house, do everything they can to keep her
from unraveling. Alternating between Anna's childhood and her twenties, when she receives a
shattering call about her mother that threatens to blow up her precariously constructed life in New
York, Mother in the Dark asks whether we can ever return home when the idea of home is fraught
with instability. This story about sisterhood, the complications of class, and the chains of inheritance
between mothers and daughters delivers an unvarnished portrayal of the fragile horrors of domestic
life and a young woman consumed by her past.
  the virgin suicides analysis: About the Author John Colapinto, 2009-03-17 From the author of
the New York Times bestseller As Nature Made Him comes a “clever and entertaining first
novel.”—Elle Despite a severe case of writer's block, Cal Cunningham dreams of writing a novel that
will permit him to escape from his life as a penniless stockboy in dirty and dangerous upper
Manhattan bookstore. However, when his roommate is suddenly killed in a bicycle accident, Cal is
suddenly the author of a page-turning autobiography. Propelled to the top of the bestseller lists with
million-dollar movie deals, Cal finds that he has realized his most outlandish fantasies of literary
success. That is, until he discovers that someone knows his secret. A searingly funny psychological
thriller, About the Author delves into the excesses of the publishing world and shows that sometimes
the difference between reality and imagination can be fatal.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Oxford Textbook of Suicidology and Suicide Prevention Danuta
Wasserman, 2021-01-08 Part of the authoritative Oxford Textbooks in Psychiatry series, the new



edition of the Oxford Textbook of Suicidology and Suicide Prevention remains a key text in the field
of suicidology, fully updated with new chapters devoted to major psychiatric disorders and their
relation to suicide.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Ella Minnow Pea Mark Dunn, 2010-05-22 An epistolary novel set
on a fictional island off the South Carolina coastline, 'Ella Minnow Pea' brings readers to the
hometown of Nevin Nollop, inventor of the pangram 'The Quick Brown Fox Jumps Over the Lazy
Dog'. Deified for his achievement in life, Nevin has been honored in death with a monument
featuring his famous phrase. One day, however, the letter 'Z' falls from the monument, and some of
the islanders interpret the missing tile as a message from beyond the grave. The letter 'Z' is banned
from use. On an island where the residents pride them-selves on their love of language, this is seen
as a tragedy. They are still reeling from the shock when another tile falls. And then another... In his
charming debut, first published in 2001, Mark Dunn took readers on a journey through the eyes of
Ella Minnow Pea, a young woman forced to create another clever turn of phrase in order to save the
islanders’ beloved language.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Dreamers Karen Thompson Walker, 2019-01-15 NEW YORK
TIMES BOOK REVIEW EDITORS’ CHOICE • An ordinary town is transformed by a mysterious illness
that triggers perpetual sleep in this mesmerizing novel from the bestselling author of The Age of
Miracles. “Stunning.”—Emily St. John Mandel, author of Station Eleven • “A startling, beautiful
portrait of a community in peril.”—Entertainment Weekly NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY Glamour • Real Simple • Good Housekeeping One night in an isolated college town in
the hills of Southern California, a first-year student stumbles into her dorm room, falls asleep—and
doesn’t wake up. She sleeps through the morning, into the evening. Her roommate, Mei, cannot
rouse her. Neither can the paramedics, nor the perplexed doctors at the hospital. When a second girl
falls asleep, and then a third, Mei finds herself thrust together with an eccentric classmate as panic
takes hold of the college and spreads to the town. A young couple tries to protect their newborn
baby as the once-quiet streets descend into chaos. Two sisters turn to each other for comfort as their
survivalist father prepares for disaster. Those affected by the illness, doctors discover, are
displaying unusual levels of brain activity, higher than has ever been recorded before. They are
dreaming heightened dreams—but of what? Written in luminous prose, The Dreamers is a
breathtaking and beautiful novel, startling and provocative, about the possibilities contained within
a human life—if only we are awakened to them. Praise for The Dreamers “Walker’s roving fictive eye
by turns probes characters’ innermost feelings and zooms out to coolly parse topics like reality
versus delusion. . . . [It has] the perfect ambiguous frame for a tense and layered plot.”—O: The
Oprah Magazine “[Walker’s] gripping, provocative novel should come with a warning: may cause
insomnia.”—People (Book of the Week) “Powerful and moving . . . written with symphonic
sweep.”—The New York Times Book Review “2019’s first must-read novel . . . Alternately terrifying
and moving . . . The Dreamers is overflowing with humanity.”—Jezebel “This is an exquisite work of
intimacy. Walker’s sentences are smooth, emotionally arresting—of a true, ethereal beauty. . . . This
book achieves [a] dazzling, aching humanity.”—Entertainment Weekly
  the virgin suicides analysis: A Thousand Years of Good Prayers Yiyun Li, 2007-12-18 Brilliant
and original, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers introduces a remarkable new writer whose
breathtaking stories are set in China and among Chinese Americans in the United States. In this
rich, astonishing collection, Yiyun Li illuminates how mythology, politics, history, and culture
intersect with personality to create fate. From the bustling heart of Beijing, to a fast-food restaurant
in Chicago, to the barren expanse of Inner Mongolia, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers reveals
worlds both foreign and familiar, with heartbreaking honesty and in beautiful prose. “Immortality,”
winner of The Paris Review’s Plimpton Prize for new writers, tells the story of a young man who
bears a striking resemblance to a dictator and so finds a calling to immortality. In “The Princess of
Nebraska,” a man and a woman who were both in love with a young actor in China meet again in
America and try to reconcile the lost love with their new lives. “After a Life” illuminates the vagaries
of marriage, parenthood, and gender, unfolding the story of a couple who keep a daughter hidden



from the world. And in “A Thousand Years of Good Prayers,” in which a man visits America for the
first time to see his recently divorced daughter, only to discover that all is not as it seems, Li boldly
explores the effects of communism on language, faith, and an entire people, underlining
transformation in its many meanings and incarnations. These and other daring stories form a
mesmerizing tapestry of revelatory fiction by an unforgettable writer.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Brown Girls Daphne Palasi Andreades, 2022-01-04 NEW YORK
TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • A “boisterous and infectious debut novel” (The Guardian) about a group
of friends and their immigrant families from Queens, New York—a tenderly observed, fiercely poetic
love letter to a modern generation of brown girls. “An acute study of those tender moments of
becoming, this is an ode to girlhood, inheritance, and the good trouble the body yields.”—Raven
Leilani, author of Luster FINALIST: The New American Voices Award, The Carol Shields Prize for
Fiction, The VCU Cabell First Novelist Award, The New American Voices Award, The Center for
Fiction First Novel Prize ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: PopSugar, Kirkus Reviews If
you really want to know, we are the color of 7-Eleven root beer. The color of sand at Rockaway
Beach when it blisters the bottoms of our feet. Color of soil . . . Welcome to Queens, New York,
where streets echo with languages from all over the globe, subways rumble above dollar stores,
trees bloom and topple over sidewalks, and the funky scent of the Atlantic Ocean wafts in from
Rockaway Beach. Within one of New York City’s most vibrant and eclectic boroughs, young women
of color like Nadira, Gabby, Naz, Trish, Angelique, and countless others, attempt to reconcile their
immigrant backgrounds with the American culture in which they come of age. Here, they become
friends for life—or so they vow. Exuberant and wild, together they roam The City That Never Sleeps,
sing Mariah Carey at the tops of their lungs, yearn for crushes who pay them no mind—and break
the hearts of those who do—all while trying to heed their mothers’ commands to be obedient
daughters. But as they age, their paths diverge and rifts form between them, as some choose to
remain on familiar streets, while others find themselves ascending in the world, beckoned by
existences foreign and seemingly at odds with their humble roots. A blazingly original debut novel
told by a chorus of unforgettable voices, Brown Girls illustrates a collective portrait of childhood,
adulthood, and beyond, and is a striking exploration of female friendship, a powerful depiction of
women of color attempting to forge their place in the world today. For even as the conflicting desires
of ambition and loyalty, freedom and commitment, adventure and stability risk dividing them, it is to
one another—and to Queens—that the girls ultimately return.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Sofia Coppola Fiona Handyside, 2017-01-29 She has received
numerous accolades including an Academy Award and two Golden Globes, and in 2004 became the
first ever American woman to be nominated for a Best Director Oscar. From The Virgin Suicides to
The Bling Ring, her work carves out new spaces for the expression of female subjectivity that
embraces rather than rejects femininity. Fiona Handyside here considers the careful
counter-balance of vulnerability with the possibilities and pleasures of being female in Coppola's
films - albeit for the white and the privileged - through their recurrent themes of girlhood, fame,
power, sex and celebrity. Chapters reveal a post-feminist aesthetic that offers sustained, intimate
engagements with female characters. These characters inhabit luminous worlds of girlish
adornments, light and sparkle and yet find homes in unexpected places from hotels to swimming
pools, palaces to strip clubs: resisting stereotypes and the ordinary. In this original study, Handyside
brings critical attention to a rare female auteur and in so doing contributes to important analyses of
post-feminism, authorship in film, and the growing field of girlhood studies.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Governesses Anne Serre, 2018-10-30 Publishers Weekly
Best Books in Fiction 2018 The sensational US debut of a major French writer—an intense, delicious
meringue of a novella In a large country house shut off from the world by a gated garden, three
young governesses responsible for the education of a group of little boys are preparing a party. The
governesses, however, seem to spend more time running around in a state of frenzied desire than
attending to the children’s education. One of their main activities is lying in wait for any passing
stranger, and then throwing themselves on him like drunken Maenads. The rest of the time they drift



about in a kind of sated, melancholy calm, spied upon by an old man in the house opposite, who
watches their goings-on through a telescope. As they hang paper lanterns and prepare for the ball in
their own honor, and in honor of the little boys rolling hoops on the lawn, much is mysterious: one
reviewer wrote of the book’s “deceptively simple words and phrasing, the transparency of which
works like a mirror reflecting back on the reader.” Written with the elegance of old French fables,
the dark sensuality of Djuna Barnes and the subtle comedy of Robert Walser, this semi-deranged
erotic fairy tale introduces American readers to the marvelous Anne Serre.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Girls Emma Cline, 2017-05-09 THE INSTANT BESTSELLER •
An indelible portrait of girls, the women they become, and that moment in life when everything can
go horribly wrong ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, NPR, The
Guardian, Entertainment Weekly, San Francisco Chronicle, Financial Times, Esquire, Newsweek,
Vogue, Glamour, People, The Huffington Post, Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, Time Out, BookPage,
Publishers Weekly, Slate Northern California, during the violent end of the 1960s. At the start of
summer, a lonely and thoughtful teenager, Evie Boyd, sees a group of girls in the park, and is
immediately caught by their freedom, their careless dress, their dangerous aura of abandon. Soon,
Evie is in thrall to Suzanne, a mesmerizing older girl, and is drawn into the circle of a soon-to-be
infamous cult and the man who is its charismatic leader. Hidden in the hills, their sprawling ranch is
eerie and run down, but to Evie, it is exotic, thrilling, charged—a place where she feels desperate to
be accepted. As she spends more time away from her mother and the rhythms of her daily life, and
as her obsession with Suzanne intensifies, Evie does not realize she is coming closer and closer to
unthinkable violence. Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • Finalist for the National Book
Critics Circle John Leonard Award • Shortlisted for The Center for Fiction First Novel Prize • The
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice • Emma Cline—One of Granta’s Best of Young
American Novelists Praise for The Girls “Spellbinding . . . a seductive and arresting coming-of-age
story.”—The New York Times Book Review “Extraordinary . . . Debut novels like this are rare,
indeed.”—The Washington Post “Hypnotic.”—The Wall Street Journal “Gorgeous.”—Los Angeles
Times “Savage.”—The Guardian “Astonishing.”—The Boston Globe “Superbly written.”—James
Wood, The New Yorker “Intensely consuming.”—Richard Ford “A spectacular achievement.”—Lucy
Atkins, The Times “Thrilling.”—Jennifer Egan “Compelling and startling.”—The Economist
  the virgin suicides analysis: On Such a Full Sea Chang-rae Lee, 2014-01-07 “Watching a
talented writer take a risk is one of the pleasures of devoted reading, and On Such a Full Sea
provides all that and more. . . . With On Such a Full Sea, [Chang-rae Lee] has found a new way to
explore his old preoccupation: the oft-told tale of the desperate, betraying, lonely human
heart.”—Andrew Sean Greer, The New York Times Book Review “I've never been a fan of grand
hyperbolic declarations in book reviews, but faced with On Such a Full Sea, I have no choice but to
ask: Who is a greater novelist than Chang-rae Lee today?”—Porochista Khakpour, The Los Angeles
Times From the beloved award-winning author of Native Speaker,The Surrendered, and My Year
Abroad, a highly provocative, deeply affecting story of one woman’s legendary quest in a shocking,
future America. On Such a Full Sea takes Chang-rae Lee’s elegance of prose, his masterly
storytelling, and his long-standing interests in identity, culture, work, and love, and lifts them to a
new plane. Stepping from the realistic and historical territories of his previous work, Lee brings us
into a world created from scratch. Against a vividly imagined future America, Lee tells a stunning,
surprising, and riveting story that will change the way readers think about the world they live in. In
a future, long-declining America, society is strictly stratified by class. Long-abandoned urban
neighborhoods have been repurposed as highwalled, self-contained labor colonies. And the members
of the labor class—descendants of those brought over en masse many years earlier from
environmentally ruined provincial China—find purpose and identity in their work to provide pristine
produce and fish to the small, elite, satellite charter villages that ring the labor settlement. In this
world lives Fan, a female fish-tank diver, who leaves her home in the B-Mor settlement (once known
as Baltimore), when the man she loves mysteriously disappears. Fan’s journey to find him takes her
out of the safety of B-Mor, through the anarchic Open Counties, where crime is rampant with scant



governmental oversight, and to a faraway charter village, in a quest that will soon become legend to
those she left behind.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Salt. Nayyirah Waheed, 2013-09-24 Poems.
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Water Cure , 1902
  the virgin suicides analysis: Seeing Like a State James C. Scott, 2020-03-17 “One of the most
profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been published in recent decades.”—John
Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial critique of top-down social planning” by
the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to Tanzania to uncover why
states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to engineer their society or their
environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such planning disasters. “Beautifully
written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A
tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  the virgin suicides analysis: The Dinner Party Joshua Ferris, 2017-05-02 A New York Times
Book Review Notable Book of the Year: The first collection of short stories from the critically
acclaimed, prize-winning author of To Rise Again at a Decent Hour These eleven stories by Joshua
Ferris, many of which were first published in The New Yorker, are at once thrilling, strange, and
comic. The modern tribulations of marriage, ambition, and the fear of missing out as the temptations
flow like wine and the minutes of life tick down are explored with the characteristic wit and insight
that have made Ferris one of our most critically acclaimed novelists. Each of these stories burrows
deep into the often awkward and hilarious misunderstandings that pass between strangers and
lovers alike, and that turn ordinary lives upside down. Ferris shows to what lengths we mortals go to
coax human meaning from our very modest time on earth, an effort that skews ever-more
desperately in the direction of redemption. There's Arty Groys, the Florida retiree whose birthday
celebration involves pizza, a prostitute, and a life-saving heart attack. There's Sarah, the Brooklynite
whose shape-shifting existential dilemma is set in motion by a simple spring breeze. And there's
Jack, a man so warped by past experience that he's incapable of having a normal social interaction
with the man he hires to help him move out of storage. The stories in The Dinner Party are about
lives changed forever when the reckless gives way to possibility and the ordinary cedes ground to
mystery. And each one confirms Ferris's reputation as one of the most dazzlingly talented, deeply
humane writers at work today.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Best. Movie. Year. Ever. Brian Raftery, 2020-03-31 From a
veteran culture writer and modern movie expert, a celebration and analysis of the movies of
1999—“a terrifically fun snapshot of American film culture on the brink of the Millennium….An
absolute must for any movie-lover or pop-culture nut” (Gillian Flynn). In 1999, Hollywood as we
know it exploded: Fight Club. The Matrix. Office Space. Election. The Blair Witch Project. The Sixth
Sense. Being John Malkovich. Star Wars: The Phantom Menace. American Beauty. The Virgin
Suicides. Boys Don’t Cry. The Best Man. Three Kings. Magnolia. Those are just some of the
landmark titles released in a dizzying movie year, one in which a group of daring filmmakers and
performers pushed cinema to new limits—and took audiences along for the ride. Freed from the
restraints of budget, technology, or even taste, they produced a slew of classics that took on every
topic imaginable, from sex to violence to the end of the world. The result was a highly unruly, deeply
influential set of films that would not only change filmmaking, but also give us our first glimpse of
the coming twenty-first century. It was a watershed moment that also produced The Sopranos;
Apple’s AirPort; Wi-Fi; and Netflix’s unlimited DVD rentals. “A spirited celebration of the year’s
movies” (Kirkus Reviews), Best. Movie. Year. Ever. is the story of not just how these movies were
made, but how they re-made our own vision of the world. It features more than 130 new and
exclusive interviews with such directors and actors as Reese Witherspoon, Edward Norton, Steven
Soderbergh, Sofia Coppola, David Fincher, Nia Long, Matthew Broderick, Taye Diggs, M. Night
Shyamalan, David O. Russell, James Van Der Beek, Kirsten Dunst, the Blair Witch kids, the Office
Space dudes, the guy who played Jar-Jar Binks, and dozens more. It’s “the complete portrait of what
it was like to spend a year inside a movie theater at the best possible moment in time” (Chuck



Klosterman).
  the virgin suicides analysis: Summer Light, and Then Comes the Night Jón Kalman
Stefánsson, 2021-09-07 A NEW YORK TIMES GLOBETROTTING PICK! Sometimes, in small places,
life becomes bigger. SUMMER LIGHT AND THEN COMES THE NIGHT is a profound and playful
masterwork from one of Iceland’s most beloved authors that explores the dreams and desires of
ordinary people in a rural town. In a village of only four hundred inhabitants, life could seem
unremarkable. Yet in this remote town, a new road to the city has change on everyone’s minds.
There is the beautiful, elusive Elisabet who cuts a surprisingly svelte path at The Knitting Company.
Neighbors Kristin and Kjartan who seem…normal, but for their explosive passion that bewilders
even themselves (and ignites the spectacular revenge of Kjartan’s wife). And then the most
successful businessman in town decides to ditch his Range Rover and glamorous wife in exchange
for Latin books and stargazing. Unexpected, warm, and humorous, Stefansson explores the dreams
and desires of these everyday people, and reveals the magic of life in all of its progress, its
complacency, its ugliness and, ultimately, beauty. AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER AND
WINNER OF THE ICELANDIC LITERATURE PRIZE
  the virgin suicides analysis: We the Animals Justin Torres, 2011-08-30 The critically
acclaimed debut from the National Book Award–winning author of Blackouts. In this award-winning,
groundbreaking novel, Justin Torres plunges us into the chaotic heart of one family, the intense
bonds of three brothers, and the mythic effects of this fierce love on the people we must become. “A
tremendously gifted writer whose highly personal voice should excite us in much the same way that
Raymond Carver’s or Jeffrey Eugenides’s voice did when we first heard it.” —The Washington Post
Three brothers tear their way through childhood—smashing tomatoes all over each other, building
kites from trash, hiding out when their parents do battle, tiptoeing around the house as their mother
sleeps off her graveyard shift. Paps and Ma are from Brooklyn—he’s Puerto Rican, she’s white—and
their love is a serious, dangerous thing that makes and unmakes a family many times. Life in this
family is fierce and absorbing, full of chaos and heartbreak and the euphoria of belonging completely
to one another. From the intense familial unity felt by a child to the profound alienation he endures
as he begins to see the world, this beautiful novel reinvents the coming-of-age story in a way that is
sly and punch-in-the-stomach powerful. “We the Animals is a dark jewel of a book. It’s
heartbreaking. It’s beautiful. It resembles no other book I’ve read.” —Michael Cunningham “A fiery
ode to boyhood. . . A welterweight champ of a book.” —NPR, Weekend Edition NOW A MAJOR
MOTION PICTURE
  the virgin suicides analysis: Oligarchy Scarlett Thomas, 2020-01-14 From the author of The
Seed Collectors comes a darkly comic take on power, privilege, and the pressure put on young
women to fit in—and be thin—at their all–girls boarding school It's already the second week of term
when Natasha, the daughter of a Russian oligarch, arrives at a vast English country house for her
first day of boarding school. She soon discovers that the headmaster gives special treatment to the
skinniest girls, and Tash finds herself thrown into the school's unfamiliar, moneyed world of fierce
pecking orders, eating disorders, and Instagram angst. The halls echo with the story of Princess
Augusta, the White Lady whose portraits—featuring a hypnotizing black diamond—hang everywhere
and whose ghost is said to haunt the dorms. It's said that she fell in love with a commoner and
drowned herself in the lake. But the girls don't really know anything about the woman she was,
much less anything about one another. When Tash's friend Bianca mysteriously vanishes, the
routines of the school seem darker and more alien than ever before. Tash must try to stay alive—and
sane—while she uncovers what's really going on. Darkly hilarious, Oligarchy is Heathers for the
digital age, a Prep populated with the teenage children of the European elite, exploring youth,
power, and affluence. Scarlett Thomas captures the lives of these privileged young women, in all
their triviality and magnitude, seeking acceptance and control in a manipulative world.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Girl, Interrupted Susanna Kaysen, 2013-06-19 30th
ANNIVERSARY EDITION • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In 1967, after a session with a psychiatrist
she'd never seen before, eighteen-year-old Susanna Kaysen was put in a taxi and sent to McLean



Hospital. Her memoir of the next two years is a poignant, honest ... triumphantly funny ... and
heartbreaking story (The New York Times Book Review). WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY THE
AUTHOR The ward for teenage girls in the McLean psychiatric hospital was as renowned for its
famous clientele—Sylvia Plath, Robert Lowell, James Taylor, and Ray Charles—as for its progressive
methods of treating those who could afford its sanctuary. Kaysen's memoir encompasses horror and
razor-edged perception while providing vivid portraits of her fellow patients and their keepers. It is a
brilliant evocation of a parallel universe set within the kaleidoscopically shifting landscape of the
late sixties. Girl, Interrupted is a clear-sighted, unflinching document that gives lasting and specific
dimension to our definitions of sane and insane, mental illness and recovery.
  the virgin suicides analysis: How to Murder Your Life Cat Marnell, 2017-01-31 From the New
York Times bestselling author and former beauty editor Cat Marnell, a “vivid, maddening,
heartbreaking, very funny, chaotic” (The New York Times) memoir of prescription drug addiction
and self-sabotage, set in the glamorous world of fashion magazines and downtown nightclubs. At
twenty-six, Cat Marnell was an associate beauty editor at Lucky, one of the top fashion magazines in
America—and that’s all most people knew about her. But she hid a secret life. She was a prescription
drug addict. She was also a “doctor shopper” who manipulated Upper East Side psychiatrists for
pills, pills, and more pills; a lonely bulimic who spent hundreds of dollars a week on binge foods; a
promiscuous party girl who danced barefoot on banquets; a weepy and hallucination-prone
insomniac who would take anything—anything—to sleep. This is a tale of self-loathing, self-sabotage,
and yes, self-tanner. It begins at a posh New England prep school—and with a prescription for the
Attention Deficit Disorder medication Ritalin. It continues to New York, where we follow Marnell’s
amphetamine-fueled rise from intern to editor through the beauty departments of NYLON, Teen
Vogue, Glamour, and Lucky. We see her fight between ambition and addiction and how, inevitably,
her disease threatens everything she worked so hard to achieve. From the Condé Nast building to
seedy nightclubs, from doctors’ offices and mental hospitals, Marnell “treads a knife edge between
glamorizing her own despair and rendering it with savage honesty.…with the skill of a pulp novelist”
(The New York Times Book Review) what it is like to live in the wild, chaotic, often sinister world of
a young female addict who can’t say no. Combining “all the intoxicating intrigue of a thriller and yet
all the sobering pathos of a gifted writer’s true-life journey to recover her former health, happiness,
ambitions, and identity” (Harper’s Bazaar), How to Murder Your Life is mesmerizing, revelatory, and
necessary.
  the virgin suicides analysis: Stillness of Solitude Michelle Devereaux, 2019-07-03 Michelle
Devereaux explores the underlying philosophical and aesthetic Romantic connections between a
selection of seven films from four popular filmmakers: Wes Anderson, Sofia Coppola, Spike Jonze
and Charlie Kaufman.
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