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Ebook Description: Tonal Harmony Workbook Answer
Key

This ebook provides comprehensive answers and explanations to a tonal harmony workbook
(assumed to be a companion workbook, not included in this ebook). It serves as an invaluable
resource for students learning tonal harmony, offering detailed solutions and insights into the
fundamental principles of music theory. Understanding tonal harmony is crucial for composers,
arrangers, music theorists, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Western music. This
answer key not only provides correct answers but also elucidates the reasoning behind each solution,
fostering a more comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. It helps students identify their
strengths and weaknesses, enabling targeted practice and improved learning outcomes. This detailed
approach bridges the gap between theory and practical application, making complex concepts more
accessible and encouraging self-directed learning.

Ebook Name: Unlocking Tonal Harmony: Answers and
Explanations

Outline:

Introduction: The Importance of Tonal Harmony and Using this Workbook

Chapter 1: Triads and Seventh Chords: Formation, Inversion, Function, and Analysis.

Chapter 2: Diatonic Harmony: Scales, Key Signatures, and Chord Progressions.

Chapter 3: Non-Diatonic Harmony: Chromaticism, Secondary Dominants, and Borrowed Chords.
Chapter 4: Cadences and Phrase Structure: Identifying and Analyzing Cadences and Musical Phrases.
Chapter 5: Modulation: Techniques and Analysis of Modulation between Keys.

Chapter 6: Voice Leading: Principles and Application in Four-Part Writing.

Chapter 7: Analyzing Musical Examples: Detailed analysis of varied musical excerpts.

Conclusion: Consolidating Knowledge and Further Exploration.

Article: Unlocking Tonal Harmony: A Deep Dive into the
Answer Key

Introduction: The Foundation of Western Music

Understanding tonal harmony is paramount for anyone serious about music theory and composition
within the Western musical tradition. Tonal harmony governs how chords are arranged to create
musical phrases, structures, and overall meaning. This comprehensive guide will dissect the key
concepts outlined in the "Unlocking Tonal Harmony" answer key, providing in-depth explanations and
examples to solidify your understanding. This is not merely about finding the right answers; it's about
grasping the underlying principles that make tonal harmony such a powerful and expressive tool.



Chapter 1: Triads and Seventh Chords - The Building Blocks of Harmony

This chapter focuses on the fundamental building blocks of tonal harmony: triads and seventh chords.
We'll explore their construction, inversions, and their functional roles within a key.

Triad Formation: Triads are three-note chords built from a root, third, and fifth. We'll examine major
and minor triads, their construction from the major and natural minor scales, and how their intervals
define their character. Understanding the root position and inversions (first, second, and third
inversions) is crucial for analyzing and writing music.

Seventh Chord Formation: Building upon triads, seventh chords add a seventh interval, creating richer
harmonic possibilities. We will dissect the different types of seventh chords (major seventh, minor
seventh, dominant seventh, half-diminished seventh, diminished seventh) their unique sounds, and
their function within a harmonic progression. Analyzing their inversions expands the analytical
possibilities.

Chord Function: Triads and seventh chords have specific functions within a key (tonic, dominant,
subdominant). Understanding these functions is key to analyzing chord progressions and composing
effective melodies and harmonies. We'll look at how chords interact to create tension and resolution,
driving the musical narrative forward.

Chapter 2: Diatonic Harmony - Exploring the Key's Natural Resources

Diatonic harmony utilizes chords derived solely from the notes of a given major or minor scale. This
chapter explores the relationships between the scale, its chords, and the resulting harmonic
progressions.

Scales and Key Signatures: A thorough grasp of major and minor scales is fundamental. We will cover
scale construction, key signatures (sharps and flats), and the relationship between the key signature
and the available diatonic chords.

Chord Progressions: The chapter will explore common diatonic chord progressions, analyzing their
functional roles and the emotions they evoke. We will examine progressions like I-1V-V-1, ii-V-l, and vi-
IV-1, providing examples of their use in various musical contexts.

Roman Numeral Analysis: Understanding Roman numeral analysis is essential for deciphering and
expressing harmonic relationships. We'll explain how Roman numerals represent chords within a key,
making complex harmonic structures easier to grasp.

Chapter 3: Non-Diatonic Harmony - Adding Color and Complexity

This chapter delves into chords and techniques that lie outside the diatonic system, adding color,
surprise, and harmonic richness.

Chromaticism: The deliberate use of notes outside the diatonic scale (chromatic notes) creates
tension and unexpected harmonic movement. We will explore different ways chromatic notes can be
used for expressive purposes.

Secondary Dominants: Secondary dominants are dominant seventh chords built on a scale degree
other than the fifth degree of the tonic. They create temporary harmonic shifts, adding excitement
and movement to a progression.

Borrowed Chords: Borrowing chords from parallel keys (major to minor or vice versa) introduces new
colors and emotional nuances. We will examine the effects of borrowing chords and how they create a
unigue harmonic character.



Chapter 4: Cadences and Phrase Structure - Shaping Musical Ideas
This chapter focuses on the fundamental elements that shape musical phrases and sections.

Cadences: Cadences are points of harmonic arrival or rest, marking the end of phrases and sections.
We'll explore different types of cadences (perfect authentic, imperfect authentic, plagal, half
cadence), their harmonic structure, and their role in creating musical structure.

Phrase Structure: Musical phrases are fundamental units of musical thought. We'll examine how
cadences shape phrases, how phrases combine to form larger sections, and how harmonic rhythm
contributes to the overall structure.

Chapter 5: Modulation - Shifting Keys and Expanding Horizons

Modulation involves smoothly transitioning between different keys, adding variety and depth to
musical works.

Modulation Techniques: Several techniques facilitate smooth modulations. We will explore common
methods, analyzing how chords and progressions are used to create a bridge between keys.
Analyzing Modulation: Identifying and understanding the process of modulation requires careful
harmonic analysis. This section will demonstrate how to trace the harmonic progression through a
modulation.

Chapter 6: Voice Leading - Creating Smooth and Logical Melodies

Effective voice leading is critical for clear and pleasing harmonic progressions.

Principles of Voice Leading: We will cover the essential rules of voice leading, such as avoiding
parallel fifths and octaves, minimizing large leaps, and maintaining a smooth flow of melodies.
Four-Part Writing: Applying voice-leading principles in four-part writing is a crucial skill. This section
will offer guidance and practical exercises.

Chapter 7: Analyzing Musical Examples - Putting It All Together

This chapter provides a practical application of the concepts discussed, using real musical examples.
This section will involve analyzing excerpts of music, applying the learned techniques to identify
harmonic structures, functions, and modulations.

Conclusion: A Journey of Continued Learning

This workbook has provided a framework for understanding tonal harmony. Continuous practice and

exploration are crucial for developing a deep understanding and applying this knowledge to compose
and analyze music effectively.

FAQs:



1. What is the prerequisite knowledge needed for this workbook? A basic understanding of music
notation and basic music theory is helpful.

2. Is this workbook suitable for beginners? While not specifically designed for absolute beginners,
it's suitable for those with some foundational music theory knowledge.

3. What software or tools are needed to use this workbook? No specialized software is required. A
pencil, paper, and perhaps a music theory textbook are helpful.

4. How can | improve my understanding of tonal harmony after completing this workbook? Further
study, composing exercises, and analyzing musical works will enhance your comprehension.

5. Are there any audio examples included in this workbook? This answer key focuses on text-based
explanations; audio examples would need to be sourced separately.

6. What is the difference between diatonic and non-diatomic harmony? Diatonic harmony uses
only notes from the scale of the key, while non-diatonic incorporates notes from outside the

key.

7. What are secondary dominants, and why are they important? Secondary dominants are
dominant chords built on scale degrees other than the 5th, creating temporary harmonic shifts.

8. How can | improve my voice leading skills? Practice writing four-part harmonies and focusing on
smooth melodic movement.

9. What are some common types of cadences? Perfect authentic, imperfect authentic, plagal, and
half cadences are among the most common.

Related Articles:
1. Mastering Roman Numeral Analysis: A deep dive into understanding and using Roman numerals
to analyze harmonic progressions.
2. The Art of Voice Leading: Techniques and exercises for writing clear and effective voice leading.

3. Understanding Diatonic Chord Progressions: Exploring common and less common chord
progressions within a key.

4. The Power of Non-Diatonic Harmony: How chromaticism and borrowed chords enhance musical
expression.

5. A Beginner's Guide to Modulation: A simplified explanation of modulation techniques and
analysis.

6. Cadences and Phrase Structure: Creating Musical Shape: How cadences define phrases and
structure larger musical forms.



7. Analyzing Bach's Chorales: A Harmonic Perspective: Analyzing the masterful harmonic language
of J.S. Bach.

8. The Role of Triads and Seventh Chords in Composition: Understanding how these building
blocks shape harmonic richness.

9. Common Mistakes in Tonal Harmony and How to Avoid Them: Identifying and resolving common
errors in tonal harmony writing.
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