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Tough Questions for Christians to Answer:
Exploring Faith's Complexities

Introduction:

Faith, for many, is a cornerstone of life, providing comfort, guidance, and a
sense of purpose. But faith isn't always simple. For Christians, grappling
with challenging questions is an inevitable part of their journey. This post
delves into some of the tough questions for Christians to answer, exploring
the complexities and nuances of faith in a thoughtful and respectful manner.
We'll examine these questions not to undermine faith, but to foster deeper
understanding and encourage productive theological reflection. We'll explore
issues ranging from the problem of evil to the nature of God, providing a
space for honest inquiry and constructive dialogue. Prepare to engage with
thought-provoking discussions that will challenge your perspective and deepen
your understanding of the Christian faith.

The Problem of Evil: If God is all-powerful and all-good, why does evil1.
exist?

This is arguably the most persistent and challenging question for Christians.
The traditional theological responses often involve free will (God allows
evil to exist because humans have the freedom to choose), the greater good
(suffering can lead to spiritual growth and ultimately contribute to a
greater good), and the mystery of God's plan (God's ways are beyond human
comprehension). However, these answers don't fully satisfy everyone, and the
problem of evil remains a source of ongoing debate and theological
reflection. The sheer scale of suffering in the world, from natural disasters
to human cruelty, presents a significant hurdle for many who seek to
reconcile faith with reality. Exploring different philosophical and
theological perspectives on this issue is crucial for any serious engagement
with Christianity.

The Exclusivity of Christianity: Is Christianity the only way to1.
salvation?

This question touches on the heart of Christian belief. While many Christians
believe in the exclusivity of salvation through Christ, others embrace a more
inclusive perspective, emphasizing the importance of love and grace, even for
those outside the Christian faith. This debate involves careful consideration
of biblical texts, the nature of God's love, and the diverse expressions of
faith around the world. It's essential to engage with this question with
humility and respect for different viewpoints, recognizing the limitations of
human understanding in this area.



The Inerrancy of Scripture: How do we reconcile apparent contradictions1.
and historical inaccuracies in the Bible?

The Bible, for many Christians, is the inspired word of God. However, the
text contains passages that appear to contradict each other, historical
accounts that differ from extra-biblical sources, and scientific assertions
that clash with modern understanding. This raises the question of biblical
inerrancy: Is the Bible without error in its original manuscripts? Different
Christian denominations and theologians hold varying views on this topic.
Some embrace a literal interpretation, while others adopt a more contextual
or metaphorical approach. Understanding the complexities of biblical
interpretation is essential for navigating this challenging area.

The Nature of God: How can we understand a God who is both transcendent1.
and immanent?

God is often described as both transcendent (existing beyond the limitations
of the created world) and immanent (actively involved in the world). This
apparent paradox presents a theological challenge. How can a God who is
utterly beyond human comprehension also be intimately involved in human
affairs? This question requires careful consideration of theological concepts
like the Trinity and the incarnation.

Science and Faith: How can we reconcile scientific discoveries with1.
religious beliefs?

The conflict between science and religion is a common misconception. Many
scientists and theologians believe that science and faith are compatible,
offering different but complementary ways of understanding the world.
However, certain scientific findings, such as evolution, can pose challenges
to literal interpretations of biblical accounts of creation. Navigating the
relationship between science and faith requires careful consideration of the
limits and methodologies of both approaches.

The Existence of Hell: What is the nature of hell, and is it eternally1.
punitive?

The Christian doctrine of hell is a source of considerable debate and
discomfort. The concept of eternal punishment raises ethical and theological
questions about God's justice and mercy. Different interpretations of hell
exist, ranging from a literal place of eternal torment to a metaphorical
representation of separation from God. Understanding the various perspectives
on hell is crucial for forming a coherent theological framework.

The Role of Women in the Church: What is the appropriate role of women1.
in leadership and ministry within Christianity?



The role of women in the church is a contentious issue with varying
interpretations of biblical texts and traditions. Some denominations ordain
women to all leadership positions, while others restrict their roles based on
traditional interpretations of scripture. Understanding the historical and
theological perspectives on this issue is crucial for engaging in
constructive dialogue.

Social Justice and the Gospel: How does the Christian faith call us to1.
address social injustice and inequality?

The Christian faith emphasizes love, compassion, and justice. However,
applying these principles to contemporary social issues, such as poverty,
racism, and environmental degradation, can be challenging. Many Christians
actively work for social justice, seeking to live out their faith in concrete
ways. Understanding the connections between faith and social action is
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of Christianity.

Personal Doubt and Faith: How do we navigate periods of doubt and1.
questioning within our faith?

Doubt is a natural part of the spiritual journey for many Christians. It
doesn't necessarily indicate a lack of faith but can be an opportunity for
deeper understanding and growth. Learning to embrace doubt, engage in honest
reflection, and seek community support is essential for navigating periods of
uncertainty.
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FAQs:

Q: Is questioning my faith a sign of weakness? A: No, questioning is a1.
natural part of spiritual growth. It shows you're engaging with your
beliefs critically.

Q: How can I reconcile seemingly contradictory biblical passages? A:1.
Consider historical context, literary genre, and different interpretive
approaches.

Q: What if I can't find answers to my questions? A: It's okay to live1.
with unanswered questions. Faith often involves mystery and trust.

Q: How can I discuss these tough questions respectfully with others? A:1.
Listen actively, empathize with different perspectives, and avoid
judgmental language.

Q: Is it possible to be a Christian and doubt God's existence? A: Yes,1.
doubt and faith can coexist. Many Christians grapple with doubt
throughout their lives.

Q: Does belief in hell diminish God's love? A: This is a complex issue1.
with varying theological responses. Some emphasize God's justice, others
emphasize God's mercy.

Q: How can I apply my faith to social justice issues? A: Consider1.
volunteering, advocating for policy changes, and supporting
organizations working for social change.

Q: What resources can help me explore these questions further? A:1.
Consult theological books, engage in discussions with religious leaders
and fellow believers, and explore different theological perspectives.



Q: Is it okay to leave Christianity if I can't reconcile my beliefs with1.
my faith? A: Yes, it is your personal journey. Your beliefs are your
own, and there’s no shame in seeking a path that feels true to you.
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and remarriage. Contributors include J. Carl Laney, William Heth, Thomas Edgar and Larry
Richards.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Answers to Your Kids' Questions Charles W.
Colson, 2000 Answers to 100 questions teens ask about God, science, morality, and other worldview
issues.
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quest for the truth, you need to know what you believe and why you believe it. Who Made God?
offers accessible answers to over 100 commonly asked apologetic questions. Bringing together the
best in evangelical apologists, this guide is standard equipment for Christians who want to
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other? Can you have doubts and still be a Christian?
  tough questions for christians to answer: Answers to Tough Questions Josh McDowell,
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speaker Alex McFarland has spent the last two decades answering questions about Christian
worldview and the Bible from children, teens, and parents. In The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids
Will Ask about Christianity, he summarizes questions today’s children and teens are asking about
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  tough questions for christians to answer: Short Answers to Big Questions about God, the
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penetrating questions that the culture asks and Christians must be prepared to answer, including
both controversial questions raging in the public sphere and personal questions about family issues,
the purpose and meaning of life, and the future of the world. Christians from every walk of life,
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Foreword by Josh and Sean McDowell.
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think through their own beliefs at an early age. Questions like How can you believe the Bible is
true?; Why can't we just agree that love is love?; and Isn't Christianity against diversity? can seem
like roadblocks for kids who are following Jesus, as well as for those who might otherwise consider
faith in Christ. In this helpful book—written both for Christian kids and for those who think Jesus is
just a fairy tale character—Rebecca McLaughlin invites readers ages 12–15 to dig deep into hard
questions for themselves and perhaps discover that the things that once looked like roadblocks to
faith might actually be signposts.
  tough questions for christians to answer: The Defender's Guide for Life's Toughest
Questions Ray Comfort, 2011 Bestselling author and television co-host, Ray Comfort, has collected
some of the toughest questions people will face in defending their faith and offers sound biblical
responses--p. [4] of cover.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Key Questions about Christian Faith John
Goldingay, 2010-11 A biblical theologian explores what the Old Testament says about twenty-five
important questions of the Christian faith, drawing practical, sensible applications for today's
church.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Finding God in the Waves Mike McHargue,
2016 'Science Mike' draws on his personal experience to tell the unlikely story of how science led
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when we pray, how fundamentalism affects the psyche, and how God is revealed not only in
scripture, but in the night sky, in subatomic particles, and in us--Dust jacket flap.
  tough questions for christians to answer: God's Answers to Life's Difficult Questions Rick
Warren, 2008-09-09 When we have difficult questions, the Bible has answers. Join Rick Warren,
pastor and New York Times bestselling author, as he invites us to take a closer look at key biblical



figures and the ways in which they faced difficult questions and challenges in their daily lives. In
God's Answers to Life's Difficult Questions, Warren uses stories from scripture to teach us that the
Bible is filled with examples of real people who faced the same dilemmas we're facing today. By
demonstrating the ways in which God chooses to use ordinary people to accomplish his
plans--despite their weaknesses and failures--Warren gives us hope as we take on life's countless
challenges. Better yet, Warren provides us with realistic solutions that we can start putting into
practice today. Taking us inside the lives of biblical characters including Moses, Paul, and Jesus
himself, Warren gives us a chance to see the up-close-and-personal ways they navigated their own
circumstances. Although God's Answers to Life's Difficult Questions is anchored in timeless stories
from scripture, Warren also weaves in modern examples that address the twelve questions he's
asked the most as a spiritual leader, including: How can I learn to handle discouragement? How can
I respond better in a crisis? How do I become more resilient when I feel like a failure? How can I
fight my loneliness? How is change possible for me? How can I lead a more peaceful life? The
concrete, practical insights that Warren shares in God's Answers to Life's Difficult Questions will
give you the tools you need to build up your resilience, strengthen your relationship with God, and
finally enjoy a life full of lasting purpose, peace, and significance.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Introduction to World Christian History Derek
Cooper, 2016-06-03 In this brief history of the church from a global perspective, Derek Cooper
explores the development of Christianity across time and the continents. Guiding readers to places
like Iraq, Ethiopia and India, Scandanavia, Brazil and Oceania, he reveals the fascinating—and often
surprising—history of the church.
  tough questions for christians to answer: 50 Simple Questions for Every Christian Guy P.
Harrison, 2013 A friendly and conversational inquiry from a skeptic about basic Christian belief.
Designed to promote constructive dialogue, Christians will find the book useful as a basis for
developing their apologetics, while skeptics will welcome Harrisons probing rational analysis of
religious claims.
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Caldwell Ryrie, 2008-01-01
  tough questions for christians to answer: Unquestioned Answers Jeff Myers, 2020-03-01
We hear and say short Christian clichés all the time, such as “Jesus was a social justice warrior,”
“Just have faith,” and “It’s not my place to judge.” These trite statements often go unquestioned.
Sometimes they even substitute for truth, leading to a fragile and shallow faith. But what if a close
study of these clichés could lead us to deep biblical truth? In Unquestioned Answers, Dr. Jeff Myers
rethinks ten popular Christian clichés. Through an in-depth and fresh look, Myers shares insights
into these overused statements to strengthen readers’ faith and encourage them to share Jesus with
others. Walk with Myers on a path to biblical truth as he explores critical topics such as social
justice, faith, sin, loving others, God’s goodness, prayer, and more.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Quick Answers to Tough Questions Bryan
Osborne, Bodie Hodge, 2017-06-23 Today the faith of Christians is being undermined daily. A
relentless stream of secular attacks from supposedly solid science has put many Christians on the
defensive. Whether the argument is about evolution, history, or theology, every believer must be
able to provide an answer for the hope that is within them. But you don’t have to be an expert to
respond effectively when confronted about your faith. Quick Answers to Tough Questions gives you
quick and concise answers to the tough questions that are often posed to believers regarding:
Creation and evolutionAge of the earth and Noah’s ArkDeath and sufferingOrigin of life and missing
links. Biblical history and a biblical worldview help us to understand the past, present, and future.
Too many believers have fallen victim to those who say that the Bible’s history is false or that
science has disproved it. Equip yourself to address the skeptical questions and comments of
believers and unbelievers alike and successfully stand strong in your defense of the inerrancy and



truth of God’s Word.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Questioning the Bible Jonathan Morrow,
2014-07-15 The Bible is the most influential book in human history. But what are we supposed to do
with it in the 21st century? And even more importantly, can it still be trusted as the Word of God?
Confusion and doubt about the Bible are becoming as common inside the church as they are outside.
Questions come from all sides: Is the Bible anti-intellectual? Has the biblical text been corrupted
over the centuries? Who really chose the books of the Bible and why? Which interpretation of the
Bible is correct? Are the gospels full of contradictions? There are an unprecedented number of
sophisticated attacks on the origin, credibility, and reliability of the Bible today. Secularism has tried
to undercut even the possibility of spiritual or moral knowledge. Skepticism toward institutional
religion is at an all-time high. Yet, the Bible claims that truth is knowable and God is actively
involved in our world. What are we to do? Pray for wisdom. Think clearly. Pick up your Bible. Read
through the 11 major challenges presented in these pages. And be ready.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Life's Big Questions, God's Big Answers Brad Alles,
2010-01-01 A bible study that encourages teens to build a strong foundation in their faith so they
better understand it.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians
James Emery White, 2019-11-05 I wish this book had been around when I was an atheist and started
to seek God. It's a no-nonsense, practical, and insightful guide that will help all those on a quest for
spiritual truth. If you're investigating whether there's any substance to the Christian faith, you must
read this important book.--Lee Strobel, former award-winning legal editor of the Chicago Tribune
and bestselling author of more than twenty books *** In our post-Christian age, the old answers for
skeptics are no longer cutting it. Why? Because they largely seek to answer the wrong questions.
Our world is changing, and while the gospel never changes, the way we talk about it and learn about
it must. Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians answers both classic and bleeding-edge
questions that skeptics have about the faith, such as - Is there a God? - Why do the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus matter? - Why is there so much suffering in the world? - Why do Christians
think there is only one way to know God? - How do I reconcile the Bible's picture of Christ's
followers with the actual Christians I know who have disappointed me? Covering such topics as
astrophysics, social justice, and acceptance of the LGBTQ community, this one-of-a-kind book is
perfect for those skeptical of Christianity and for those who love them and want to keep the line of
communication open.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Banned Questions About the Bible Christian D
Piatt, 2011-03-31 From Christian Piatt: When I was a teenager, my youth minister threw a bible at
my head for asking questions. Too often, for various reasons, people don't have the opportunity to
ask the hard questions they have about faith, religion, salvation and the bible. And when questions
are left unanswered in communities of faith, people either seek answers elsewhere or lose interest
all together. The purpose of the series is to collect the most compelling and challenging questions
from various theological areas and pose them to a panel of experts who are challenged with
responding in two hundred words or less in plain English. This volume addresses challenging or
controversial questions about scripture collected from people on Facebook, MySpace, Twitter and
other social networking media. Respondents include theology professors, clergy, lay leaders,
liberals, conservatives and voices representing a spectrum of views. The idea behind the books is not
so much to provide definitive answers as it is to stimulate thought, reflection and discussion. By
offering multiple perspectives, readers have the opportunity to arrive at their own questions. Better,
they come to understand that questioning faith is not taboo, but rather that it can be at the
foundation of a strong and growing faith. The directive given to each respondent guided them to be
concise and to speak in plan language, but also not to rely exclusively on the Bible says it
justifications, or to wax abstract or overly intellectual. Instead, they write from personal experience
as much as possible, and provide real-life contexts that will allow the average seeker or churchgoer
to apply such ideas to their daily lives.



  tough questions for christians to answer: Tough Questions about the Bible Joel R. Beeke,
2013-09-20 Apologetics for children 68 difficult questions which children ask
  tough questions for christians to answer: Without a Doubt Kenneth Richard Samples,
2004-07 Without a Doubt provides answers to tough questions about Christianity that assure the
heart and satisfy the mind of Christian, seeker, and skeptic alike.
  tough questions for christians to answer: The God Questions, Exploring Life's Great
Questions About God Hal Seed, Dan Grider, 2007-10 How do I know that God is real? Is the Bible
really the Word of God, or is it just an ancient book? Why are Christians so exclusive? Is there really
only one way to heaven? All of these are tough questions, but in The God Questions, they are
addressed head on with hard-hitting facts that tell the truth. The God Questions gives brief, simple,
and easy to understand answers to the eight key questions everyone asks about Christianity. Divided
in 40 short, readable chapters, this book will help you understand God and the universe He
created.'--Book cover
  tough questions for christians to answer: Think Christianly Jonathan Morrow, 2011-11-01
Think Christianly is about seizing the opportunities we have every day to speak the life Jesus offers
into our culture. Tragically, many such opportunities pass us by unclaimed—either because we don’t
notice them or we have not prepared ourselves to enter into them. And those around us seem to
grow increasingly unwilling to hear anything the church has to say. Jonathan Morrow helps church
leaders envision and implement ways for their congregations to “think Christianly” about
contemporary questions and to speak in informed, engaging ways. Morrow explores many of the
important issues that Christians often hear raised with regard to faith—questions about who Jesus
was, the good and bad of religion, pain and evil in the world, the reliability of the Bible, sexuality and
intimate relationships, and hope for change, among others. The life and faith issues that Think
Christianly addresses lead to cultural moments where Christianity and contemporary culture
intersect. This book will help churches take vital steps toward cultivating compassion and
competence in speaking faithfully to a questioning world.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Quick Answers to Social Issues Bryan Osborne,
2020-03-03 The collapse of the Christian worldview in America and the West is happening, to the
utter shock of Christians. Why? They’ve been blind to the enemy’s stealth attack on biblical history
and authority, which has led multiple generations to abandon God’s Word as their foundation. When
our culture asks the questions dealt with in this book — and our kids parrot these questions and
ideas heard from schools, libraries, movies, books, music, YouTube, social media, etc. — it must be
remembered they’re not innocent, unintentional questions. They stem fundamentally from a
rejection of biblical authority. Quick Answers to Social Issues provides answers for some of the
toughest questions of the day regarding: Marriage and sexuality from God’s Word Response to the
LGBTQ+ community Animal rights and the green movement The biblical response to racism It’s
imperative that Christians be ready to give answers to today’s questions! Thus, the passion and
purpose of this book is to equip you with clear, concise biblical answers to effectively stand on God’s
Word and boldly proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ on the frontlines of today’s battle!
  tough questions for christians to answer: Unanswered Jeremiah J. Johnston, 2015-10-06 We
live in a radically skeptical age. Tough questions are being asked about Christianity. And most
believers are ill-equipped to provide the answers our culture and communities desperately need.
Many in today’s church do not know the Bible as well as they should and they struggle with their
own “big questions” about the faith. After receiving more than four thousand questions at his
Christian Thinkers Society events over the span of six years, Dr. Jeremiah Johnston began to
recognize six categories of recurring, trending questions that dominated the rest. In Unanswered, he
tackles these tough issues that plague the minds of believers but are rarely addressed in church,
such as… Why is it that God often seems to remain silent? How can we trust in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus, and what does it mean for us today? What do Christians need to understand
about suicide and mental illness? How should Christians respond to spiritual darkness and the
obsession with paranormal activity? Why is biblical illiteracy so dangerous for Christians and the



church? Why do we experience suffering and pain? Unanswered will leave you enriched,
characterized by a thinking faith, capable to communicate confidently, and committed to escape the
tendency to offer trite answers to a skeptical world.
  tough questions for christians to answer: Pure in Heart J. Garrett Kell, 2021-07-08
Experience Freedom from Sexual Sin through the Power of the Savior Many women and men
trapped in sexual sin believe willpower is the key to overcoming temptation, but your shaky
self-discipline doesn't have to be the source of your strength. Sharing from his personal struggles, J.
Garrett Kell explains that life-long transformation rests in the supernatural power of the Savior and
the support of a local church. He offers profound insights into Jesus's teachings on purity and
provides you with long-term strategies for your own pathway to freedom. Written for both men and
women struggling with temptation, this book is a vital resource for the church, encouraging a
healthy, empathetic community to help brothers and sisters in Christ resist sin. The goal isn't purity
for purity's sake, but delighting in God and trusting him for ultimate victory.
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