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Upon the Burning of Our House: A Comprehensive
Analysis

Introduction:

The chilling simplicity of Anne Bradstreet's "Upon the Burning of Our House" belies its profound
exploration of faith, loss, and the human relationship with material possessions. This poem, a
cornerstone of early American literature, continues to resonate with readers centuries later. This in-
depth analysis will delve into the poem's intricate layers, examining its themes, literary devices, and
enduring significance. We'll explore Bradstreet's masterful use of imagery, her internal struggle
between earthly attachment and spiritual acceptance, and the lasting impact of her candid portrayal
of grief and resilience. Get ready to uncover the hidden depths within this seemingly straightforward
account of a devastating event.

I. The Shock and Initial Grief: Confronting Material Loss

Bradstreet’s poem doesn't shy away from the immediate, visceral impact of the fire. The opening
lines, "In silent night when rest I took, / For sorrow near I did not look," establish a stark contrast
between the peaceful expectation of sleep and the sudden, brutal intrusion of disaster. The fire isn't
presented as a grand, sweeping spectacle, but rather as a terrifying, destructive force that consumes
her home, piece by piece. The rapid succession of images – the fire's spread, the frantic escape, the
watching of her possessions vanish – creates a sense of overwhelming chaos and despair. This
realistic portrayal of grief humanizes Bradstreet, making her experience relatable even across
centuries. The vivid imagery, especially the detail of the "pleasant things" being consumed,
underscores the emotional weight of the loss. The poem's stark honesty, unusual for its time, is a
testament to Bradstreet's willingness to confront her feelings directly.

II. Wrestling with Faith: A Spiritual Reckoning

The central struggle within "Upon the Burning of Our House" is Bradstreet's internal conflict between
earthly attachment and her faith in God's providence. After the initial shock, the poem shifts towards
a reflection on the nature of her loss and her relationship with her possessions. The line, "I blest His
name that gave and took," signifies a turning point. However, this acceptance isn't immediate or
effortless. There's a palpable tension between her human desire for comfort and security, represented
by her home and belongings, and her belief in God's ultimate plan. This internal battle is masterfully
portrayed through the use of internal monologue and rhetorical questions, allowing the reader access
to the complexities of her emotional journey. The poem doesn't offer a simple, neat resolution;
instead, it reveals the messy, often contradictory nature of faith in the face of devastating loss.

III. The Transcendence of Material Possessions: Finding Hope



in Heaven

The poem’s conclusion marks a significant shift in perspective. Bradstreet moves beyond her
immediate grief and focuses on the impermanence of earthly possessions. The imagery shifts from
the burning house to a heavenly dwelling: "There's wealth enough, I need no more." This statement
doesn't suggest a callous disregard for her losses, but rather a newfound understanding that true,
lasting wealth lies in her faith and her relationship with God. The final lines, "My hope is built on
higher ground," serve as a powerful testament to her unwavering faith, suggesting that the loss of her
earthly home pales in comparison to the promise of an eternal home in heaven. This transcendence of
material possessions is a central theme, highlighting the poem’s enduring message of hope and
spiritual resilience.

IV. Literary Devices and Poetic Style: Masterful Craftmanship

Bradstreet’s skill as a poet is evident in her masterful use of various literary devices. The poem is
structured in a clear, logical manner, allowing the reader to follow her emotional trajectory. The use of
metaphors, like "pleasant things," elevates the poem beyond a simple recounting of events, adding
depth and emotional weight to the experience. The repetition of key phrases, such as "my hope is
built," underscores the poem's central message and adds to its rhythmic beauty. Furthermore, the
poem's use of iambic pentameter creates a sense of controlled emotion, even amidst the chaos and
grief. Bradstreet’s ability to skillfully weave together personal experience with poetic technique
makes the poem both relatable and aesthetically compelling.

V. Historical and Cultural Context: A Woman's Voice in Early
America

"Upon the Burning of Our House" is not just a personal lament; it's a significant work within its
historical and cultural context. Written by a woman in 17th-century America, a time when women's
voices were often marginalized, the poem stands as a testament to Bradstreet's intelligence and
emotional depth. Her willingness to openly grapple with grief and faith challenged societal
expectations. The poem’s unflinching honesty and candid portrayal of emotion were groundbreaking
for the era, providing a valuable glimpse into the experiences of women during that period.
Understanding the poem's historical context enhances its significance, highlighting Bradstreet's
pioneering role in American literature.

VI. Enduring Legacy and Modern Relevance: A Timeless
Message

The enduring appeal of "Upon the Burning of Our House" lies in its timeless themes of loss, faith, and
the search for meaning in the face of adversity. The poem's message transcends its historical context,
resonating with readers who have experienced personal tragedy or struggled with questions of faith
and material attachment. The poem's exploration of human vulnerability and spiritual resilience
continues to offer comfort and inspiration to readers grappling with similar challenges. Its power lies
in its honesty, its relatable portrayal of grief, and its ultimately uplifting message of hope. The poem's
lasting influence can be seen in its continued study and critical analysis, solidifying its place as a
significant work in American literary history.



A Detailed Outline of "Upon the Burning of Our House"
Analysis

Name: A Deep Dive into Anne Bradstreet's "Upon the Burning of Our House"

Outline:

Introduction: Hook, overview of the analysis, and the poem's significance.
Chapter 1: The Initial Shock and Material Loss: Analysis of the opening verses, focusing on imagery
and the emotional impact of the fire.
Chapter 2: The Struggle with Faith: Examination of Bradstreet's internal conflict between earthly
attachments and spiritual belief.
Chapter 3: Transcending Materialism: Discussion of the poem's shift towards spiritual acceptance and
the concept of heavenly wealth.
Chapter 4: Literary Devices and Poetic Style: Analysis of Bradstreet's use of literary techniques, such
as imagery, metaphor, and rhythm.
Chapter 5: Historical Context and Cultural Significance: Examination of the poem's place within 17th-
century America and its significance as a woman's voice.
Chapter 6: Enduring Legacy and Modern Relevance: Discussion of the poem's continued impact and
its universal themes.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings and a final reflection on the poem's enduring power.

Article Explaining Each Point of the Outline:

(The content above already explains each point outlined. This section would be redundant to include
verbatim.) Each section heading above constitutes an article explaining the respective point in the
outline.

FAQs:

What is the central theme of "Upon the Burning of Our House"? The central theme explores the1.
interplay between material loss, faith, and the acceptance of God's will.

What literary devices does Bradstreet use effectively in the poem? Bradstreet utilizes vivid1.
imagery, metaphor, repetition, and iambic pentameter to create emotional depth and rhythmic
beauty.

How does the poem reflect the historical context of 17th-century America? The poem offers a1.
unique perspective from a woman's experience in Puritan society, challenging gender roles and
expectations.



What is the significance of the poem's concluding lines? The concluding lines signal a shift1.
towards spiritual acceptance and reaffirm Bradstreet's faith in a higher power.

Is the poem purely a lament, or does it offer something more? While the poem expresses1.
genuine grief, it also offers a message of hope, resilience, and the transcendence of material
possessions.

How does Bradstreet portray her relationship with her possessions? Initially, she shows1.
attachment, but ultimately, she finds a deeper value in her faith than in material wealth.

What makes the poem relatable to modern readers? The themes of loss, grief, and faith are1.
universal and timeless, resonating with readers across centuries.

What is the impact of the poem's simple yet powerful language? The straightforward language1.
enhances the poem's emotional impact, making it accessible and moving.

How does the poem contribute to the development of American literature? It stands as an early1.
example of American literature written by a woman, showcasing her intellect and challenging
gender norms.

Related Articles:

Anne Bradstreet's Life and Works: A biography exploring her life and influences, contextualizing1.
her poetry.

Puritanism and its Influence on Early American Literature: An analysis of the theological and1.
cultural forces shaping Bradstreet's writing.



The Role of Women in 17th-Century American Literature: An exploration of female voices and1.
their contributions during this era.

Metaphor and Imagery in Anne Bradstreet's Poetry: A close reading of her poems focusing on1.
the use of figurative language.

Faith and Doubt in Early American Literature: A study of how religious themes are explored in1.
the works of Puritan writers.

Comparing Bradstreet's Poetry to Contemporary Works: Analyzing similarities and differences1.
between her work and modern poetry.

The Significance of Domesticity in Anne Bradstreet's Poetry: Exploring the role of home and1.
family in her writing.

The Use of Religious Imagery in "Upon the Burning of Our House": A deep dive into the symbolic1.
meaning of religious elements within the poem.

Anne Bradstreet and the Development of American Identity: An examination of how her work1.
contributed to the shaping of early American identity.

  upon the burning of our house analysis: Morning in the Burned House Margaret Atwood,
1995 The renowned poet and author of The Handmaid's Tale brings a swift, powerful energy to this
intimate and immediate poetry collection (Publishers Weekly). These beautifully crafted poems -- by
turns dark, playful, intensely moving, tender, and intimate -- make up Margaret Atwood's most
accomplished and versatile gathering to date, setting foot on the middle ground / between body and
word. Some draw on history, some on myth, both classical and popular. Others, more personal,
concern themselves with love, with the fragility of the natural world, and with death, especially in
the elegiac series of meditations on the death of a parent. But they also inhabit a contemporary
landscape haunted by images of the past. Generous, searing, compassionate, and disturbing, this
poetry rises out of human experience to seek a level between luminous memory and the realities of
the everyday, between the capacity to inflict and the strength to forgive.



  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Works of Anne Bradstreet in Prose and Verse
Anne Bradstreet, 1867
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Homage to mistress Bradstreet and other poems
John Berryman, 1973
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Bedford Anthology of American Literature,
Volume One Susan Belasco, Linck Johnson, 2007-08-01 Prepared by recognized scholars and
devoted teachers, The Bedford Anthology of American Literature brings the canon of American
literature down to a manageable size. Half the length of other leading anthologies, and offered at a
much lower price, the anthology reflects years of firsthand experience in the classroom and
extensive research on what instructors are actually teaching in the survey course today. Prepared
expressly for students and informed by the new understandings of and approaches to American
literature that have emerged during the last 30 years, the anthology is lavishly illustrated and
features several pedagogical innovations that help students engage with the literature.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 2003-09-23 Set in the
future when firemen burn books forbidden by the totalitarian brave new world regime.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of
Mrs. Mary Rowlandson Rowlandson, 2018-08-20 Classic Books Library presents this brand new
edition of the “Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson” (1682). Mary
Rowlandson (c. 1637-1711), nee Mary White, was born in Somerset, England. Her family moved to
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the United States, and she settled in Lancaster, Massachusetts,
marrying in 1656. It was here that Native Americans attacked during King Philip’s War, and Mary
and her three children were taken hostage. This text is a profound first-hand account written by
Mary detailing the experiences and conditions of her capture, and chronicling how she endured the
11 weeks in the wilderness under her Native American captors. It was published six years after her
release, and explores the themes of mortal fragility, survival, faith and will, and the complexities of
human nature. It is acknowledged as a seminal work of American historical literature.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Burning Up Caroline B. Cooney, 2012-08-29
Fifteen-year-old Macey Clare loves her Connecticut hometown, where her mother grew up and her
grandparents still live, and she likes visiting her grandparents even more now that their neighbors’
handsome grandson, Austin, has moved in. But when Macey decides to research the history of a
burned-out barn across the street from her grandparents’ home for a school report, she gets a shock
about what happened. Nobody can change the past, but is Macey ready to take the responsibility for
the present and in the process reveal dark secrets about her town and the people she loves?
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Runaway Robert Frost, 2006-10-23 A poem
about a colt frightened by falling snow.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Wives of the Dead Натаниель Готорн,
2021-12-02
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Burning House Anders Walker, 2018-03-20 A
startling and gripping reexamination of the Jim Crow era, as seen through the eyes of some of the
most important American writers Walker has opened up a fresh way of thinking about the
intellectual history of the South during the civil-rights movement.—Robert Greene, The Nation In
this dramatic reexamination of the Jim Crow South, Anders Walker demonstrates that racial
segregation fostered not simply terror and violence, but also diversity, one of our most celebrated
ideals. He investigates how prominent intellectuals like Robert Penn Warren, James Baldwin, Eudora
Welty, Ralph Ellison, Flannery O’Connor, and Zora Neale Hurston found pluralism in Jim Crow, a
legal system that created two worlds, each with its own institutions, traditions, even cultures. The
intellectuals discussed in this book all agreed that black culture was resilient, creative, and
profound, brutally honest in its assessment of American history. By contrast, James Baldwin likened
white culture to a “burning house,” a frightening place that endorsed racism and violence to
maintain dominance. Why should black Americans exchange their experience for that? Southern
whites, meanwhile, saw themselves preserving a rich cultural landscape against the onslaught of



mass culture and federal power, a project carried to the highest levels of American law by Supreme
Court justice and Virginia native Lewis F. Powell, Jr. Anders Walker shows how a generation of
scholars and judges has misinterpreted Powell’s definition of diversity in the landmark case Regents
v. Bakke, forgetting its Southern origins and weakening it in the process. By resituating the decision
in the context of Southern intellectual history, Walker places diversity on a new footing, independent
of affirmative action but also free from the constraints currently placed on it by the Supreme Court.
With great clarity and insight, he offers a new lens through which to understand the history of civil
rights in the United States.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Brown Girl Dreaming Jacqueline Woodson,
2014-08-28 A New York Times Bestseller and National Book Award Winner Jacqueline Woodson, the
acclaimed author of Red at the Bone, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse.
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the
joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted
writer she was to become. A National Book Award Winner A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott
King Award Winner Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding
of the thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . .
but a mature exploration of grown-up issues and self-discovery.”—The New York Times Book Review
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Apostles of Reason Molly Worthen, 2016 In
Apostles of Reason, Molly Worthen offers a sweeping history of modern American evangelicalism,
arguing that the faith has been shaped not by shared beliefs but by battles over the relationship
between faith and reason.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Logical Reasoning Bradley Harris Dowden, 1993
This book is designed to engage students' interest and promote their writing abilities while teaching
them to think critically and creatively. Dowden takes an activist stance on critical thinking, asking
students to create and revise arguments rather than simply recognizing and criticizing them. His
book emphasizes inductive reasoning and the analysis of individual claims in the beginning, leaving
deductive arguments for consideration later in the course.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Critical Essays on Anne Bradstreet Pattie Cowell,
Ann Stanford, 1983 Critical essays about Anne Bradstreet's life and works.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 1898
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 1883
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Beowulf , 2012-03-01 Finest heroic poem in Old
English celebrates the exploits of Beowulf, a young nobleman of southern Sweden. Combines myth,
Christian and pagan elements, and history into a powerful narrative. Genealogies.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous Ocean Vuong,
2021-06-01 The instant New York Times Bestseller • Nominated for the 2019 National Book Award
for Fiction “A lyrical work of self-discovery that’s shockingly intimate and insistently universal…Not
so much briefly gorgeous as permanently stunning.” —Ron Charles, The Washington Post Ocean
Vuong’s debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a first love, and the redemptive power of
storytelling On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read.
Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history
that began before he was born — a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and serves as a
doorway into parts of his life his mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable
revelation. At once a witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her
son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking questions central
to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and trauma, but undergirded



by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much about the power of
telling one’s own story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being heard. With stunning
urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and asks how
we heal and rescue one another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to survive, and
how to make of it a kind of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many years. Named a Best
Book of the Year by: GQ, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Library Journal, TIME, Esquire, The Washington
Post, Apple, Good Housekeeping, The New Yorker, The New York Public Library, Elle.com, The
Guardian, The A.V. Club, NPR, Lithub, Entertainment Weekly, Vogue.com, The San Francisco
Chronicle, Mother Jones, Vanity Fair, The Wall Street Journal Magazine and more!
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Poems of Phillis Wheatley Phillis Wheatley,
2012-03-15 At the age of 19, Phillis Wheatley was the first black American poet to publish a book.
Her elegies and odes offer fascinating glimpses of the beginnings of African-American literary
traditions. Includes a selection from the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Poems of Anne Bradstreet Anne Bradstreet,
2021 I wist not what to wish, yet sure thought I, If so much excellence abide below, How excellent is
he that dwells on high? Whose power and beauty by his works we know. Sure he is goodness,
wisdom, glory, light, That hath this under world so richly dight. More Heaven than Earth was here,
no winter and no night. Anne Bradstreet, Contemplations. Anne Bradstreet came to fame when
someone published her poetry as The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America. Anne Bradstreet
was a Puritan who had crossed the ocean to help found the new colony in America. She lived on the
frontier and lived a fairly uneventful life loving her husband and children. However, she was also a
well-educated and imaginative woman whose poetry continues to be admired to this day. This
collection of her poems is a forgotten classic that we would be well advised to read. A real sense of
calm pervades [Bradstreet's] poetry. She has genuine affection for the things she writes about,
whether that be family, or the vistas of nature, or her husband, or the pleasant things lost in the
house fire, and so in no way does she come across as a pinched ascetic. But neither does she come
across as someone who is in frantic pursuit of worldly goods. From Douglas Wilson's Introduction--
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Complete Works of Anne Bradstreet Anne
Bradstreet, 1981
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Soul in Paraphrase Leland Ryken, 2018-10-15
Christians throughout the ages have written poetry as a way to commune with and teach about God,
communicating rich truths and enduring beauty through their art. These poems, when read
devotionally, provide a unique way for Christians to deepen their spiritual insight and experience. In
this collection of over 90 poems by poets such as Emily Dickinson, T. S. Eliot, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Robert Frost, William Shakespeare, and over 30 more, literary expert Leland Ryken introduces
readers to the best of the best in devotional poetry, providing commentary that helps them see and
appreciate not only the literary beauty of these poems but also the spiritual truths they contain.
Literary-inclined readers and first-time poetry readers alike will relish this one-of-a-kind anthology
carefully compiled to help them encounter God in fresh ways.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates,
2015-07-14 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED
ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST •
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP
ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required
reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important
essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about race”
(Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN •
NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The
Washington Post • People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco
Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a



profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and
men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and
murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it?
And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden?
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from
personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a
transcendent vision for a way forward.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: House of Leaves Mark Z. Danielewski, 2000-03-07
“A novelistic mosaic that simultaneously reads like a thriller and like a strange, dreamlike excursion
into the subconscious.” —The New York Times Years ago, when House of Leaves was first being
passed around, it was nothing more than a badly bundled heap of paper, parts of which would
occasionally surface on the Internet. No one could have anticipated the small but devoted following
this terrifying story would soon command. Starting with an odd assortment of marginalized youth --
musicians, tattoo artists, programmers, strippers, environmentalists, and adrenaline junkies -- the
book eventually made its way into the hands of older generations, who not only found themselves in
those strangely arranged pages but also discovered a way back into the lives of their estranged
children. Now this astonishing novel is made available in book form, complete with the original
colored words, vertical footnotes, and second and third appendices. The story remains unchanged,
focusing on a young family that moves into a small home on Ash Tree Lane where they discover
something is terribly wrong: their house is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Of course,
neither Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Will Navidson nor his companion Karen Green was
prepared to face the consequences of that impossibility, until the day their two little children
wandered off and their voices eerily began to return another story -- of creature darkness, of an
ever-growing abyss behind a closet door, and of that unholy growl which soon enough would tear
through their walls and consume all their dreams.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Barn Burning William Faulkner, 1979 Reprinted
from Collected Stories of William Faulkner, by permission of Random House, Inc.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Native Guard (enhanced Audio Edition) Natasha
Trethewey, 2012-08-28 Included in this audio-enhanced edition are recordings of the U.S. Poet
Laureate Natasha Trethewey reading Native Guard in its entirety, as well as an interview with the
poet from the HMH podcast The Poetic Voice, in which she recounts what it was like to grow up in
the South as the daughter of a white father and a black mother and describes other influences that
inspired the work. Experience this Pulitzer Prize–winning collection in an engaging new way.
Growing up in the Deep South, Natasha Trethewey was never told that in her hometown of Gulfport,
Mississippi, black soldiers had played a pivotal role in the Civil War. Off the coast, on Ship Island,
stood a fort that had once been a Union prison housing Confederate captives. Protecting the fort was
the second regiment of the Louisiana Native Guards -- one of the Union's first official black units.
Trethewey's new book of poems pays homage to the soldiers who served and whose voices have
echoed through her own life. The title poem imagines the life of a former slave stationed at the fort,
who is charged with writing letters home for the illiterate or invalid POWs and his fellow soldiers.
Just as he becomes the guard of Ship Island's memory, so Trethewey recalls her own childhood as
the daughter of a black woman and a white man. Her parents' marriage was still illegal in 1966
Mississippi. The racial legacy of the Civil War echoes through elegiac poems that honor her own



mother and the forgotten history of her native South. Native Guard is haunted by the intersection of
national and personal experience.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 1968 A fireman in
charge of burning books meets a revolutionary school teacher who dares to read. Depicts a future
world in which all printed reading material is burned.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: A Dream Within a Dream Edgar Allan Poe,
2020-10-05 An example of Poe’s melancholic and morbid poetic pieces, A Dream Within a Dream is a
poem that pitifully mourns the passing of time. The poet’s own life, teeming with depression,
alcoholism, and misery, cannot but exemplify the subject matter and tone of the poem. The constant
dilution of reality and fantasy is detrimental to the poetic speaker’s ability to hold reality in his
hands. The quiet contemplation of the speaker is contrasted with thunderous passing of time that
waits for no man. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American poet, author, and literary critic.
Most famous for his poetry, short stories, and tales of the supernatural, mysterious, and macabre, he
is also regarded as the inventor of the detective genre and a contributor to the emergence of science
fiction, dark romanticism, and weird fiction. His most famous works include The Raven (1945), The
Black Cat (1943), and The Gold-Bug (1843).
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Once in a House on Fire Andrea Ashworth,
2014-12-15 With an introduction by Eimear McBride A devastatingly powerful, moving and uplifting
memoir - now a classic of its genre - that inspired others to tell their own true life stories. When our
stepfather staggered home reeking of whisky, ceramic hit the wall. We got used to the smash and
the next-day stain, but eventually the wallpaper began to fade . . . For Andrea Ashworth, home is not
a place of comfort and solace, but of violence and fear. Her father died when she was five, leaving
her close-knit, loving family to battle with poverty, abuse and the long shadow of depression. But
from the ashes of 1970s Manchester and the hardships of her coming-of-age in the late 1980s,
Andrea finds the courage to rise . . . Written with eye-opening honesty, rare beauty and intense
power, Once in a House on Fire is a ground-breaking memoir, endearing in its humour and
compassion, and life-affirming in its portrait of terrible circumstances triumphantly overcome.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Postcolonial Love Poem Natalie Diaz, 2020-03-03
WINNER OF THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE IN POETRY FINALIST FOR THE 2020 NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD FOR POETRY Natalie Diaz’s highly anticipated follow-up to When My Brother Was an Aztec,
winner of an American Book Award Postcolonial Love Poem is an anthem of desire against erasure.
Natalie Diaz’s brilliant second collection demands that every body carried in its pages—bodies of
language, land, rivers, suffering brothers, enemies, and lovers—be touched and held as beloveds.
Through these poems, the wounds inflicted by America onto an indigenous people are allowed to
bloom pleasure and tenderness: “Let me call my anxiety, desire, then. / Let me call it, a garden.” In
this new lyrical landscape, the bodies of indigenous, Latinx, black, and brown women are
simultaneously the body politic and the body ecstatic. In claiming this autonomy of desire, language
is pushed to its dark edges, the astonishing dunefields and forests where pleasure and love are both
grief and joy, violence and sensuality. Diaz defies the conditions from which she writes, a nation
whose creation predicated the diminishment and ultimate erasure of bodies like hers and the people
she loves: “I am doing my best to not become a museum / of myself. I am doing my best to breathe in
and out. // I am begging: Let me be lonely but not invisible.” Postcolonial Love Poem unravels
notions of American goodness and creates something more powerful than hope—in it, a future is
built, future being a matrix of the choices we make now, and in these poems, Diaz chooses love.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about
the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in
the twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST •
WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over



the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Poet X Elizabeth Acevedo, 2018-03-06 Winner
of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, the Michael L. Printz Award, and the Pura
Belpré Award! Fans of Jacqueline Woodson, Meg Medina, and Jason Reynolds will fall hard for this
astonishing New York Times-bestselling novel-in-verse by an award-winning slam poet, about an
Afro-Latina heroine who tells her story with blazing words and powerful truth. Xiomara Batista feels
unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she
has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she wants to
say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the
words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named
Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to
obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So
when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever
attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems.
Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. “Crackles
with energy and snaps with authenticity and voice.” —Justina Ireland, author of Dread Nation “An
incredibly potent debut.” —Jason Reynolds, author of the National Book Award Finalist Ghost
“Acevedo has amplified the voices of girls en el barrio who are equal parts goddess, saint, warrior,
and hero.” —Ibi Zoboi, author of American Street This young adult novel, a selection of the
Schomburg Center's Black Liberation Reading List, is an excellent choice for accelerated tween
readers in grades 6 to 8. Plus don't miss Elizabeth Acevedo's With the Fire on High and Clap When
You Land!
  upon the burning of our house analysis: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley Jackson,
1962 We Have Always Lived in the Castle is a deliciously unsettling novel about a perverse, isolated,
and possibly murderous family and the struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their estate.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: By the Waters of Babylon Stephen Vincent Benet,
2015-08-24 The north and the west and the south are good hunting ground, but it is forbidden to go
east. It is forbidden to go to any of the Dead Places except to search for metal and then he who
touches the metal must be a priest or the son of a priest. Afterwards, both the man and the metal
must be purified. These are the rules and the laws; they are well made. It is forbidden to cross the
great river and look upon the place that was the Place of the Gods-this is most strictly forbidden. We
do not even say its name though we know its name. It is there that spirits live, and demons-it is there
that there are the ashes of the Great Burning. These things are forbidden- they have been forbidden
since the beginning of time.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: My Darling from the Lions Rachel Long,
2021-09-21 Each poem in Rachel Long’s award-winning My Darling from the Lions has a vivid story
to tell—of family quirks, the perils of dating, the grip of religion, or sexual awakening—stories that
are, by turn, emotionally insightful, politically conscious, wise, funny, and outrageous. Told in three
sections, it’s a book about growing up, falling in love with not-great men, and girlhood; a collection
that speaks to femininity, divinity, familial shame, Black identity, and modern culture. Long reveals
herself as a razor-sharp and original voice on the issues of sexual politics and cultural inheritance
that polarize our current moment. With a fresh commitment to the power of the individual poem, her
collection offers immediate, wide-awake poetry that entertains royally, without sacrificing a note of
its urgency or remarkable skill. My Darling from the Lions marks the arrival of a thrilling new voice
and presence in poetry.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: A Burning Megha Majumdar, 2021-06-29
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A READ WITH JENNA BOOK CLUB PICK! • A gripping thriller with



compassionate social commentary (USA Today) about three unforgettable characters who seek to
rise—to the middle class, to political power, to fame in the movies—and find their lives entangled in
the wake of a catastrophe in contemporary India. Jivan is a Muslim girl from the slums, determined
to move up in life, who is accused of executing a terrorist attack on a train because of a careless
comment on Facebook. PT Sir is an opportunistic gym teacher who hitches his aspirations to a
right-wing political party and finds that his own ascent becomes linked to Jivan's fall. Lovely—an
irresistible outcast whose exuberant voice and dreams of glory fill the novel with warmth and hope
and humor—has the alibi that can set Jivan free, but it will cost her everything she holds dear. Taut,
symphonic, propulsive, and riveting from its opening lines, A Burning is an electrifying debut.
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Like a House on Fire Cate Kennedy, 2012-09-26
WINNER OF THE 2013 STEELE RUDD AWARD, QUEENSLAND LITERARY AWARDS SHORTLISTED
FOR THE 2013 STELLA PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2013 KIBBLE AWARD From prize-winning
short-story writer Cate Kennedy comes a new collection to rival her highly acclaimed Dark Roots. In
Like a House on Fire, Kennedy once again takes ordinary lives and dissects their ironies, injustices
and pleasures with her humane eye and wry sense of humour. In ‘Laminex and Mirrors’, a young
woman working as a cleaner in a hospital helps an elderly patient defy doctor’s orders. In
‘Cross-Country’, a jilted lover manages to misinterpret her ex’s new life. And in ‘Ashes’, a son
accompanies his mother on a journey to scatter his father’s remains, while lifelong resentments
simmer in the background. Cate Kennedy’s poignant short stories find the beauty and tragedy in
illness and mortality, life and love. PRAISE FOR CATE KENNEDY ‘This is a heartfelt and moving
collection of short stories that cuts right to the emotional centre of everyday life.’ Bookseller and
Publisher ‘Cate Kennedy is a singular artist who looks to the ordinary in a small rural community
and is particularly astute on exploring the fallout left by the aftermath of the personal disasters that
change everything.’ The Irish Times
  upon the burning of our house analysis: Gwilan's Harp Ursula K. Le Guin, 1981
  upon the burning of our house analysis: There Will Come Soft Rains Ray Bradbury,
1989-01-01
  upon the burning of our house analysis: The Darkling Thrush Thomas Hardy, 2021
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