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What Does POC Mean in Business? A Comprehensive
Guide

Introduction:

Understanding the multifaceted meaning of "POC" in the
business world is crucial for effective communication and
collaboration.

While often associated with its literal meaning, "person of color," in business contexts, POC takes on a
different, equally important significance: Proof of Concept. This article will delve into the meaning and
implications of POC in the business world, exploring its various applications and providing a clear
understanding of its usage across diverse industries and contexts. We will also address the crucial
difference between these two meanings to avoid any miscommunication.
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[. POC as Proof of Concept

Defining Proof of Concept (POC) in Business: A POC is a
preliminary test or demonstration designed to validate the
feasibility of a concept, technology, or process before
significant resources are invested in full-scale development or
implementation.

It's a crucial step in reducing risk and ensuring that an idea is viable before committing substantial
time, money, and effort.



The Purpose and Importance of POCs: POCs serve to mitigate
risk by validating assumptions and identifying potential
challenges early on.

They provide tangible evidence that a proposed solution will work as intended, helping businesses
make informed decisions about resource allocation and project prioritization. This process often leads
to cost savings by catching potential problems early.

Stages of Developing a POC: The development of a POC
generally involves several key stages, starting with a clear
definition of the problem or opportunity, followed by the
design and development of a prototype or solution, testing
and evaluation, and finally, documentation of the results.

Each stage requires careful planning and execution to ensure the validity and reliability of the
findings. A detailed report documenting the process and results should be produced at the end.

Examples of POCs in Different Industries: POCs are used
across a wide spectrum of industries.

In software development, a POC might involve creating a minimal viable product (MVP) to test core
functionality. In manufacturing, it could entail building a small-scale prototype to test the production
process. In marketing, a POC could be a small-scale advertising campaign to test the effectiveness of
a new strategy. The applications are virtually limitless, tailored to the specific needs of the project.

[l. POC as Person of Color (Addressing the Potential for Confusion)

The importance of inclusive language: In today's diverse and
globally connected business world, using inclusive and
respectful language is paramount.

While the abbreviation "POC" is commonly used as "Proof of Concept," it's crucial to be aware of its
other meaning, and to choose your words carefully to avoid unintended offense.

Avoiding misinterpretations in professional settings: To avoid
ambiguity, especially in written communication, explicitly
state whether you're referring to "Proof of Concept" or
"Person of Color."

This is especially important in emails, reports, and any other formal documents where
misinterpretations can have serious consequences. Using the full term in place of the abbreviation



can also resolve any uncertainty.

Best practices for clear communication: When discussing
diversity and inclusion initiatives, always use the full term
"Person of Color" to avoid any misinterpretations.

Context matters. If the conversation is about technology or project management, "Proof of Concept"
should be clearly identified. In conversations that include both topics, extra caution needs to be
exercised.

Conclusion:

Understanding the context in which "POC" is used is essential for effective communication in
business. While "Proof of Concept" is a widely used term to indicate a preliminary test of a concept,
one must also be acutely aware of its other, potentially more sensitive meaning, "Person of Color."
Using the full term, especially in written communication, and being mindful of your audience will help
avoid misunderstandings and promote a more inclusive and respectful workplace.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: How long does it typically take to complete a POC?

A: The timeline for a POC varies greatly depending on the complexity of the project and the resources
available. It could range from a few days to several months.

Q: Who is typically involved in developing a POC?

A: A POC development team usually includes engineers, designers, product managers, and potentially
other specialists relevant to the project.

Q: What if the POC fails?

A: A failed POC is valuable learning experience. It identifies flaws early on, saving substantial
resources in the long run, and allows for adjustments and iterations before full-scale development.

Q: How can | ensure | am using inclusive language in my business communications?

A: Regularly review and update communication guidelines, attend diversity and inclusion training, and
be mindful of the language used, favoring the full term over abbreviations where appropriate.
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what does poc mean in business: Commerce Business Daily , 1997-12-31

what does poc mean in business: Mastering the Art of Sales Engineering Jeffrey Silver,
Jason Mar-Tang, 2024-09-30 Learn from the authors' combined 35 years of field experience along
with real-world examples and stories to advance your career in the highly coveted field of sales
engineering Key Features Fully comprehend the responsibilities and core skills needed to become a
successful sales engineer Gain deeper knowledge of sales and see how sales engineering plays a
vital role in an organization’s success Start or grow your sales engineering career, avoiding pitfalls
and focusing on strengths Purchase of the print or Kindle book includes a free PDF eBook Book
Description Sales engineers often need to balance their technical expertise with the soft skills
needed to close deals and build lasting client relationships. This book provides a framework for both
senior engineers seeking professional growth and individuals just starting their sales engineering
careers. This book draws from the authors’ extensive experience in this industry and as leaders in
top high-tech companies, offering real-world insights and life lessons applicable to this specialized
and in-demand industry. You'll pick up the core disciplines a successful sales engineer should
exemplify, along with mastering practical, day-to-day operational aspects. Within these chapters, you
will learn the roles and responsibilities of a sales engineer, as well as adjacent roles within a sales
team. You'll also develop the skills needed to navigate complex sales cycles and exceed traditional
expectations. This book covers various key aspects of sales engineering, including mastering
communication techniques, navigating complex meetings, managing customer expectations,
understanding legal matters, and handling administrative tasks. By the end of this book, you'll have
acquired advanced knowledge to excel as a world-class sales engineer and become a valuable
member of your organization’s broader team. What you will learn Familiarize yourself with the
different types of organizations employing sales engineers Gain insights into the crucial soft skills
necessary for effective client interaction Discover best practices in working technical
demonstrations and proof of concepts from start to finish Navigate important decisions related to
the role and your work-life balance Understand ancillary topics that affect sales engineers, often not
discussed openly or directly Who this book is for This book is for sales engineers. Whether you're a
seasoned professional or just starting your career, it will help you fully understand the dynamics of
your role and become a world-class SE sought after by top employers or move into management
positions. Use this book as a manual, referring to it whenever you encounter the situations described
within.

what does poc mean in business: The IMS Miikka Poikselka, Georg Mayer, 2013-05-29 The
3rd edition of this highly successful text builds on the achievement of the first two editions to
provide comprehensive coverage of IMS. It continues to explore the concepts, architecture,
protocols and functionalities of IMS while providing a wealth of new and updated information. It is
written in a manner that allows readers to choose the level of knowledge and understanding they
need to gain about the IMS. With 35% new material, The IMS,IP Multimedia Concepts and Services,
3rd Edition has been completely revised to include updated chapters as well as totally new chapters
on IMS multimedia telephony and IMS voice call continuity. Additional new material includes IMS
transit, IMS local numbering, emergency sessions, identification of communication services in IMS,
new authentication model for fixed access, NAT traversal and globally routable user agents URI.
Detailed descriptions of protocol behaviour are provided on a level that can be used for
implementation and testing. Key features of the 3rd edition: Two new chapters on IMS multimedia
telephony service and IMS Voice Call Continuity Updated information on Third Generation
Partnership Project (3GPP) Release 7 level, including architecture, reference points and concepts
Substantially extended coverage on IMS detailed procedures Completely rewritten and extended
chapters on IMS services

what does poc mean in business: 1992 James W. Dudley, 1989 This comprehensive new text



is designed to focus managers' attention on the intensification of competition in the European
community as a result of the Single European Act and the intrusion of foreign competitors, in
particular the Japanese.

what does poc mean in business: The PM Net Work , 1992

what does poc mean in business: The Innovation Mode George Krasadakis, 2020-07-29 This
book presents unique insights and advice on defining and managing the innovation transformation
journey. Using novel ideas, examples and best practices, it empowers management executives at all
levels to drive cultural, technological and organizational changes toward innovation. Covering
modern innovation techniques, tools, programs and strategies, it focuses on the role of the latest
technologies (e.g., artificial intelligence to discover, handle and manage ideas), methodologies
(including Agile Engineering and Rapid Prototyping) and combinations of these (like hackathons or
gamification). At the same time, it highlights the importance of culture and provides suggestions on
how to build it. In the era of Al and the unprecedented pace of technology evolution, companies need
to become truly innovative in order to survive. The transformation toward an innovation-led
company is difficult - it requires a strong leadership and culture, advanced technologies and
well-designed programs. The book is based on the author’s long-term experience and novel ideas,
and reflects two decades of startup, consulting and corporate leadership experience. It is intended
for business, technology, and innovation leaders.

what does poc mean in business: The Innovator's Hypothesis Michael Schrage, 2014-09-12
Achieving faster, better, cheaper, and more creative innovation outcomes with the 5x5 framework: 5
people, 5 days, 5 experiments, $5,000, and 5 weeks What is the best way for a company to innovate?
Advice recommending “innovation vacations” and the luxury of failure may be wonderful for
organizations with time to spend and money to waste. The Innovator’s Hypothesis addresses the
innovation priorities of companies that live in the real world of limits. Michael Schrage advocates a
cultural and strategic shift: small teams, collaboratively—and competitively—crafting business
experiments that make top management sit up and take notice. He introduces the 5x5 framework:
giving diverse teams of five people up to five days to come up with portfolios of five business
experiments costing no more than $5,000 each and taking no longer than five weeks to run.
Successful 5x5s, Schrage shows, make people more effective innovators, and more effective
innovators mean more effective innovations.

what does poc mean in business: You Don't Look Like a Lawyer Tsedale M. Melaku,
2019-04-18 You Don't Look Like a Lawyer: Black Women and Systemic Gendered Racism highlights
how race and gender create barriers to recruitment, professional development, and advancement to
partnership for black women in elite corporate law firms. Utilizing narratives of black female
lawyers, this book offers a blend of accessible theory to benefit any reader willing to learn about the
underlying challenges that lead to their high attrition rates. Drawing from narratives of black female
lawyers, their experiences center around gendered racism and are embedded within institutional
practices at the hands of predominantly white men. In particular, the book covers topics such as
appearance, white narratives of affirmative action, differences and similarities with white women
and black men, exclusion from social and professional networking opportunities and lack of mentors,
sponsors and substantive training. This book highlights the often-hidden mechanisms elite law firms
utilize to perpetuate and maintain a dominant white male system. Weaving the narratives with a
critical race analysis and accessible writing, the reader is exposed to this exclusive elite
environment, demonstrating the rawness and reality of black women'’s experiences in white spaces.
Finally, we get to hear the voices of black female lawyers as they tell their stories and perspectives
on working in a highly competitive, racialized and gendered environment, and the impact it has on
their advancement and beyond.

what does poc mean in business: Reports of Proceedings ... Boston (Mass.). City Council,
1890

what does poc mean in business: SALLY RIDE NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-02-02 THE
SALLY RIDE MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR




INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE
EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS
EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF
THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE SALLY
RIDE MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR SALLY RIDE KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS,
ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY
THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

what does poc mean in business: Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and
Associated Terms United States. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1979

what does poc mean in business: The Union Postal Clerk & the Postal Transport Journal ,
1908

what does poc mean in business: Biomarkers and Surrogate Endpoints Gregory J. Downing,
2000

what does poc mean in business: The Economist , 1924

what does poc mean in business: Decennial Edition of the American Digest , 1919

what does poc mean in business: IBM System Storage Business Continuity: Part 1
Planning Guide Charlotte Brooks, Clem Leung, Aslam Mirza, Curtis Neal, Yin Lei Qiu, John Sing,
Francis TH Wong, Ian R Wright, IBM Redbooks, 2007-03-07 A disruption to your critical business
processes could leave the entire business exposed. Today's organizations face ever-escalating
customer demands and expectations. There is no room for downtime. You need to provide your
customers with continuous service because your customers have a lot of choices. Your competitors
are standing ready to take your place. As you work hard to grow your business, you face the
challenge of keeping your business running without a glitch. To remain competitive, you need a
resilient IT infrastructure. This IBM Redbooks publication introduces the importance of Business
Continuity in today's IT environments. It provides a comprehensive guide to planning for IT Business
Continuity and can help you design and select an IT Business Continuity solution that is right for
your business environment. We discuss the concepts, procedures, and solution selection for Business
Continuity in detail, including the essential set of IT Business Continuity requirements that you need
to identify a solution. We also present a rigorous Business Continuity Solution Selection
Methodology that includes a sample Business Continuity workshop with step-by-step instructions in
defining requirements. This book is meant as a central resource book for IT Business Continuity
planning and design. The companion title to this book, IBM System Storage Business Continuity:
Part 2 Solutions Guide, SG24-6548, describes detailed product solutions in the System Storage
Resiliency Portfolio.

what does poc mean in business: Union Postal Clerk, 1908

what does poc mean in business: Protection of Civilians Haidi Willmot, Ralph Mamiya,
Scott Sheeran, Marc Weller, 2016 The protection of civilians which has been at the forefront of
international discourse during recent years is explored through harnessing perspective from
international law and international relations. Presenting the realities of diplomacy and mandate
implementation in academic discourse.

what does poc mean in business: Popular Recitations , 1886

what does poc mean in business: Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race
Reni Eddo-Lodge, 2020-11-12 'Every voice raised against racism chips away at its power. We can't
afford to stay silent. This book is an attempt to speak' The book that sparked a national conversation.
Exploring everything from eradicated black history to the inextricable link between class and race,
Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race is the essential handbook for anyone who
wants to understand race relations in Britain today. THE NO.1 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER
WINNER OF THE BRITISH BOOK AWARDS NON-FICTION NARRATIVE BOOK OF THE YEAR 2018



FOYLES NON-FICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR BLACKWELL'S NON-FICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR
WINNER OF THE JHALAK PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR
NON-FICTION LONGLISTED FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR A BOOKS ARE MY BAG
READERS AWARD

what does poc mean in business: Mastering Technical Sales: The Sales Engineer's
Handbook, Fourth Edition John Care , 2022-04-30 This bestselling book -- now in its Fourth
Edition - has become the gold standard for Sales Engineers, who engage on the technical side of the
sales and buying process and are the people who know how everything works. It helps you navigate
a complex and ever-changing technical sales environment and become an effective bridge-builder
between the business/commercial interests and the technical details that support the sale. Written
by one of the foremost experts in this field, the handbook presents everything you need to improve
your skills and increase your value to the sales team. Chapters are written in a modular fashion so
that you can choose topics most relevant to you at the moment - or follow them in order as they
build upon each other and give you the complete A to Z on your role. Each chapter is short enough
so that you can read through it in 10-15 minutes and apply the learning the next day. You'll find
actionable hints, case studies, and anecdotes illustrating the topics with lessons learned, both
positive and negative. The book helps you: understand the unique role of the Sales Engineer, from
the broad picture to the nuances of the job; develop skills needed to become a valuable consultant to
your team and the customer team; utilize best practices for creating and completing winning RFPs;
effectively integrate global practices into your day-to-day activities; increase your ability think on a
more strategic level; become a trusted advisor to executive customers. With this completely updated
and expanded edition of Mastering Technical Sales in hand, you will achieve a better win rate,
experience higher customer satisfaction, hit revenue targets, and feel greater job satisfaction. Newly
added and revised chapters guide you through today’s challenges, including the impact of the cloud
and everything-as-a-service, new sales models (monthly vs. annual revenue commits), and the
virtualization and automation that is now part of the Sales Engineer’s world. This book is a
must-have resource for both new and seasoned Sales Engineers within tech software, hardware,
mechanical, and civil engineering vendors, along with management and leadership in those
organizations, and anyone who must present, demonstrate or sell hi-tech items for a living.

what does poc mean in business: American Miller, 1916

what does poc mean in business: Transition to Advanced Analytics Jason Tan, Brian
Ferris, 2024-04-05 Amazon knows the products we’re interested in and shows us more to boost the
size of our shopping cart. Google Maps knows the best route to get from A to B and recommends it
to get us there in the shortest possible time. Netflix knows the media we enjoy most and
recommends more to boost streaming time. However, many companies still fall short with their data
analytics practices. This book focuses on how to embed advanced analytics directly into daily
business operations and complement an enterprise system. This book can guide you in how
traditional industries like retailers, banks and insurers can utilise and develop advanced analytics
complementing their enterprise systems while embedding advanced analytics directly to optimise
revenue and customer experience. Detailed in this book is a world-class analytics application used by
loyalty point providers, banks, insurers and leading retailers. The title also provides a step-by-step
implementation framework for Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Offices to develop their
advanced analytics capabilities in tandem with legacy IT systems.

what does poc mean in business: Port Management and Operations Giuseppe Saieva,
2013-07-04 Port Management and Operations your essential guide to port management in the
twenty-first century. * Provides the reader with a complete understanding of total port activity e
Enables managers working in specific areas of ports to see where they fit into the port’s operation
and commercial practice as a whole ¢ Offers an analysis of the many types of ports along with the
common essential elements that enable them to function, including administration, management,
economics and operations

what does poc mean in business: United States Economist, and Dry Goods Reporter, 1917



what does poc mean in business: The Literary Digest Edward Jewitt Wheeler, Isaac
Kaufman Funk, William Seaver Woods, Arthur Stimson Draper, Wilfred John Funk, 1917

what does poc mean in business: Diversity's Child Efrén O. Pérez, 2021-08-05 Introduction :
Marable's forecast -- The elusive quest for people of color -- People of color, unite! -- The many faces
of people of color -- New wine in new bottles -- I feel your pain, brother -- Galvanizing people of color
-- Falling apart -- Conclusion : people of color in a diversifying world.

what does poc mean in business: Unifying Ecology Across Scales: Progress, Challenges
and Opportunities Mary [. O’'Connor, Diego Barneche, Julie Messier, Angelica L. Gonzalez,
2020-12-29 This eBook is a collection of articles from a Frontiers Research Topic. Frontiers
Research Topics are very popular trademarks of the Frontiers Journals Series: they are collections of
at least ten articles, all centered on a particular subject. With their unique mix of varied
contributions from Original Research to Review Articles, Frontiers Research Topics unify the most
influential researchers, the latest key findings and historical advances in a hot research area! Find
out more on how to host your own Frontiers Research Topic or contribute to one as an author by
contacting the Frontiers Editorial Office: frontiersin.org/about/contact.

what does poc mean in business: Electrical News , 1916

what does poc mean in business: The World Is Flat [Further Updated and Expanded;
Release 3.0] Thomas L. Friedman, 2007-08-07 Explores globalization, its opportunities for
individual empowerment, its achievements at lifting millions out of poverty, and its
drawbacks--environmental, social, and political.

what does poc mean in business: Getting Started in Federal Contracting Barry L. McVay,
1995

what does poc mean in business: Post Office Clerk , 1913

what does poc mean in business: The Post Office Clerk, 1911

what does poc mean in business: Comfort , 1898

what does poc mean in business: The Old New Thing Raymond Chen, 2006-12-27 Raymond
Chen is the original raconteur of Windows. --Scott Hanselman, ComputerZen.com Raymond has been
at Microsoft for many years and has seen many nuances of Windows that others could only ever
hope to get a glimpse of. With this book, Raymond shares his knowledge, experience, and anecdotal
stories, allowing all of us to get a better understanding of the operating system that affects millions
of people every day. This book has something for everyone, is a casual read, and I highly recommend
it! --Jeffrey Richter, Author/Consultant, Cofounder of Wintellect Very interesting read. Raymond tells
the inside story of why Windows is the way it is. --Eric Gunnerson, Program Manager, Microsoft
Corporation Absolutely essential reading for understanding the history of Windows, its intricacies
and quirks, and why they came about. --Matt Pietrek, MSDN Magazine's Under the Hood Columnist
Raymond Chen has become something of a legend in the software industry, and in this book you'll
discover why. From his high-level reminiscences on the design of the Windows Start button to his
low-level discussions of GlobalAlloc that only your inner-geek could love, The Old New Thing is a
captivating collection of anecdotes that will help you to truly appreciate the difficulty inherent in
designing and writing quality software. --Stephen Toub, Technical Editor, MSDN Magazine Why
does Windows work the way it does? Why is Shut Down on the Start menu? (And why is there a Start
button, anyway?) How can I tap into the dialog loop? Why does the GetWindowText function behave
so strangely? Why are registry files called hives? Many of Windows' quirks have perfectly logical
explanations, rooted in history. Understand them, and you'll be more productive and a lot less
frustrated. Raymond Chen--who's spent more than a decade on Microsoft's Windows development
team--reveals the hidden Windows you need to know. Chen's engaging style, deep insight, and
thoughtful humor have made him one of the world's premier technology bloggers. Here he brings
together behind-the-scenes explanations, invaluable technical advice, and illuminating anecdotes
that bring Windows to life--and help you make the most of it. A few of the things you'll find inside:
What vending machines can teach you about effective user interfaces A deeper understanding of
window and dialog management Why performance optimization can be so counterintuitive A peek at



the underbelly of COM objects and the Visual C++ compiler Key details about backwards
compatibility--what Windows does and why Windows program security holes most developers don't
know about How to make your program a better Windows citizen

what does poc mean in business: How to Save Thousands of Dollars on Your Home Mortgage
Randy Johnson, 1998-04-29 Confused by the terminology? Overwhelmed by the choices? Baffled by
the forms? You're not alone. The mortgage business has become so complex that most people can't
make heads or tails of it. This indispensable new guide spells everything out for you—in clear,
accessible terms. Covering more loan alternatives than any other book, and providing a first-time
look at the importance of discount points, How to Save Thousands of Dollars on Your Home
Mortgage has complete details on virtually every mortgage option currently available, what their
advantages are, how to choose the one that's right for you, and—best of all—how to save money in
the process. With easy-to-read charts and graphs, helpful sample forms, and numerous examples,
here's where you'll learn about: First-time buyers programs APR, buy-downs, reverse mortgages,
accelerated payoffs, and zero point loans Refinancing strategies Closing costs, lender fees, and other
expenses Disputing credit report errors and fixing credit problems Using the Internet for loan
analysis And much more!

what does poc mean in business: Voice & Data, 2004

what does poc mean in business: Jewelers' Circular/keystone , 1953

what does poc mean in business: Railway News, Finance and Joint-stock Companies'
Journal , 1892

what does poc mean in business: Code of Federal Regulations, Title 28, Judicial
Administration, PT. 0-42, Revised as of July 1, 2016 Office Of The Federal Register (U S, Office of the

Federal Register (U S ), National Archives and Records Administration (U S, National Archives and
Records Administration (U S ), 2016-10-20 Code of Federal Regulations, Title 28, Judicial
Administration, Parts 0-42includes rules, regulations, and procedures associated with the
administration and operation of the Department of Justice. This volume includes information on
organization, criminal justice systems, whistleblower protection, nondiscrimination procedures, and
more. Related products: Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice resources collection is availalbe
here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/security-defense-law-enforcement/law-enforcement-criminal-justic
e Evidence Collection is available here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/security-defense-law-enforcement/evidence-collection Intelligence
& Espionage resources are available here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/security-defense-law-enforcement/intelligence-espionage Crimes,
Scams & Fraud collection is available here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/security-defense-law-enforcement/crimes-scams-fraud
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