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What Happened to Taking Care of Business Bull? The Rise and

Fall (and Potential Rise?) of a Motivational Icon

The iconic "Taking Care of Business" bull, a symbol of perseverance and entrepreneurial spirit, has

seemingly faded from the mainstream consciousness. This article delves into the possible reasons

behind its decline in popularity, explores its historical impact, and considers its potential for a

resurgence in the modern era. We’ll examine the cultural shifts that may have contributed to its

diminished presence, analyze the original context of its creation, and discuss the enduring relevance of

the message it conveyed.

Article Outline:

I. The Origins and Initial Impact of "Taking Care of Business" Bull: Tracing its emergence and

analyzing its initial reception.

II. Cultural Shifts and the Decline of the Bull's Popularity: Exploring societal changes that might have

lessened its resonance.

III. The Enduring Message of Perseverance and Entrepreneurial Spirit: Examining the core values the

bull represented and their continued importance.

IV. Modern Interpretations and Potential for a Revival: Analyzing how the image could be

recontextualized for a contemporary audience.

V. The Bull's Legacy in Popular Culture: Examining its lasting imprint beyond its initial surge in

popularity.

I. The Origins and Initial Impact of "Taking Care of Business" Bull



The Bull's Humble Beginnings:

The exact origins of the "Taking Care of Business" bull image are somewhat murky, often tied to

specific merchandise or entrepreneurial motivational materials of the late 20th century. Its initial impact

was largely organic, spreading through word-of-mouth and early forms of social media (think email

chains and early internet forums).

Early Adoption and Association with Success:

Its simple, bold design coupled with the powerful phrase resonated with a generation of entrepreneurs

and business professionals seeking a visual representation of their drive and ambition. The bull, a

symbol of strength and determination, perfectly embodied the hustle culture emerging at the time.

II. Cultural Shifts and the Decline of the Bull's Popularity

The Rise of Subtlety in Branding:

Modern branding often favors more minimalist and nuanced aesthetics. The bold, almost cartoonish

nature of the original "Taking Care of Business" bull might be perceived as outdated or overly

aggressive in the current marketing landscape.

Shifting Motivational Trends:

The motivational landscape has evolved significantly. While the “hustle” culture still exists, it’s been

accompanied by a greater emphasis on work-life balance and well-being, potentially diminishing the

appeal of an image that might be interpreted as overly focused on relentless work.

The Saturation of Motivational Imagery:

The sheer volume of motivational imagery and slogans available today might have diluted the impact



of the original bull. In a marketplace saturated with similar messages, its unique appeal might have

been lost.

III. The Enduring Message of Perseverance and Entrepreneurial Spirit

The Timeless Appeal of Hard Work:

Despite changing aesthetics and motivational trends, the underlying message of perseverance and

dedication remains relevant. The core values represented by the bull—determination, resilience, and

the pursuit of goals—continue to be highly sought-after qualities in any field.

The Importance of Ambition in Achieving Success:

The bull's image serves as a potent reminder of the importance of ambition and the drive needed to

overcome obstacles and achieve one's objectives. This message holds true regardless of the specific

industry or profession.

Inspiration for Future Generations:

Even in a world that values well-being, the drive and commitment symbolized by the bull can still

inspire those striving to build their businesses or achieve personal success. The core message

remains timeless, adaptable, and relevant.

IV. Modern Interpretations and Potential for a Revival

Rebranding for a Contemporary Audience:

A modern interpretation could involve a reimagining of the bull's design – perhaps with a more

sophisticated or minimalist aesthetic while retaining its core message.



Digital Re-contextualization:

Integrating the bull into digital media, such as GIFs, memes, or social media campaigns, could

potentially revitalize its popularity and connect with a new audience.

Leveraging Nostalgia:

Targeting those who remember the bull from their youth could generate a nostalgic response and

reintroduce it to a new generation through the power of shared memory.

V. The Bull's Legacy in Popular Culture

The Enduring Symbolism:

Even if the explicit "Taking Care of Business" bull imagery is less visible, the underlying symbolism of

a determined, charging bull continues to resonate within popular culture, often subtly represented in

branding and marketing materials.

Its Influence on Motivational Design:

The bull’s style and simple yet impactful message undoubtedly influenced subsequent motivational

designs and branding strategies. Its legacy is imprinted on the broader landscape of visual

communication.

Conclusion:

While the "Taking Care of Business" bull may have faded from prominent view, its core message of

perseverance and entrepreneurial drive remains powerfully relevant. Through rebranding, re-

contextualization, and a leveraging of nostalgia, this iconic image could experience a well-deserved



resurgence in the modern era. Its enduring legacy serves as a testament to the timeless appeal of

hard work and ambition.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Where did the "Taking Care of Business" bull originate? The exact origins remain unclear, but it's

associated with motivational materials and merchandise from the late 20th century.

Why did the bull's popularity decline? Several factors contributed, including shifting branding trends,

evolving motivational values, and the saturation of similar imagery.

Can the bull's image be revived? Absolutely. A modern reimagining and strategic re-contextualization

could breathe new life into this powerful symbol.

What is the lasting impact of the "Taking Care of Business" bull? Its message of perseverance and

drive continues to influence motivational design and branding, even if the exact image is less

prevalent.
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  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Reason We Play Marc Bona, 2021-10-15
An inspirational look at a diverse group of popular American sports figures and how they found
success in sports and life. Young athletes all dream of what they might become. They might see
themselves as a soccer player racing through defenses at the World Cup, as a hockey player scoring
the winning goal in the Stanley Cup Final, or as a figure skater in the Winter Olympics. But to get
there takes hard work, dedication, and passion. In The Reason We Play: American Sports Figures
and What Inspires Them, Marc Bona profiles some of the nation’s top athletes and sports
personalities from the past several decades to reveal what it takes to make it in the world of
professional sports. Along with fascinating accounts of the sports figures’ lives and careers, Bona
includes, in their own words, what motivated them, what obstacles they overcame, and even what
books they loved to read when they were young. Featuring athletes such as soccer icon Kristine
Lilly, basketball star Victor Oladipo, and softball phenom Cat Osterman, The Reason We Play has



something for everyone. From football to rodeo, baseball to racing, the front office to coaching, the
subjects all share a common trait of excellence on and off the field.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Problems of Small Business Related to
the National Emergency United States. Congress. House. Select Committee on Small Business,
1951
  what happened to taking care of business bull: King of the Cowboys Ty Murray, 2010-07-06
The most famous rodeo champion of all time tells his amazing true story -- and opens a fascinating
window into the world of the professional cowboy. Ty Murray was born to be a rodeo star -- in fact,
his first words were I'm a bull rider. Before he was even out of diapers, he was climbing atop his
mother's Singer sewing machine case, which just so happened to be the perfect mechanical bull for
a 13-month-old. Before long, Ty was winning peewee events by the hatful, and his special talent was
obvious...obvious even to a man called Larry Mahan. At the time the greatest living rodeo legend,
six-time champion Mahan invited a teenaged Ty Murray to spend a summer on his ranch learning
not just rodeoing but also some life lessons. Those lessons prepared Ty for a career that eventually
surpassed even Mahan's own -- Ty's seven All-Around Championships. In King of the Cowboys, Ty
Murray invites us into the daredevil world of rodeo and the life of the cowboy. Along the way, he
details a life spent constantly on the road, heading to the next event; the tragic death of his friend
and fellow rodeo star Lane Frost; and the years of debilitating injuries that led some to say Ty
Murray was finished. He wasn't. In fact, Ty Murray has brought the world of rodeo into the
twenty-first century, through his unparalleled achievements in the ring, through advancing the case
for the sport as a television color-commentator, and through the Professional Bull Riders, an
organization he helped to build. In the end, though, Ty Murray is first and foremost a cowboy, and
now that he's retired from competition, he takes this chance to reflect on his remarkable life and
career. In King of the Cowboys, Ty Murray opens up his world as never before.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Problems of Small Business Related to
the National Emergency United States. Congress. House. Select Committee on Small Business.
Subcommittee No. 1, 1951
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Survey of Conditions of the Indians in the
United States United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs, 1932
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Profits in the Stock Market H. M. Gartley,
1935-05
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Have You Ever Seen A Gray Buffalo?
Bullgator, 2012-07-13
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Flyin' Kai Duncan P. Forgey, 2022-03-09
Flyin' Kai: A Pelican's Tale By: Duncan P. Forgey Share in the excitement of Kai’s speed diving,
surfing, and endless encounters as he searches for more meaning in life. Feeling restricted by
parents, school and friends, Kai flies from his Anacapa Island home to the mainland in search of a
legendary magical mountain. Teaming with a blue-footed booby from México, the two experience
and observe the damage that mankind is inflicting upon nature and wildlife. Flyin’ Kai: A Pelican’s
Tale is a great read for all ages and strikes hard at the hearts of young adults, the environmentally
sensitive and older baby boomers. A contemporary “Smokey the Bear,” famous for his iconic “ONLY
YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES,” Kai is a deeply beloved and substantial character that
implores “ONLY YOU CAN SAVE THE SEAS.” “Duncan Forgey is an imaginative storyteller. Flyin’
Kai: A Pelican’s Tale is a fast-paced hero’s journey that takes the reader on an exploration of
conflicts between nature and mankind. It is a novel that will appeal to adults and thoughtful young
readers of all ages.” ─ Jill Marie Landis – New York Times and USA Today Bestselling author of The
Tiki Goddess Mysteries and 25 other novels. “Magical!! The imagery makes you feel like you are
flying alongside Kai.” ─Durban Thomas – Student, age 12, Kaua‘i, HI. “Duncan’s imaginative writing
style is realistic and puts you right in the middle of the adventure. I can feel the power of the waves
and envision myself in the tube surfing with Kai. The tale is about two of my passions–surfing and
the environment.” ─Sebastian “Seabass” Zietz– Professional surfer, winner Van’s Triple Crown of



Surfing and lover of the ocean in all its moods. “Kai’s coming of age story is a must read in middle
and high school classrooms. This modern-day Jonathan Livingston Seagull shares challenges facing
young adolescents today. Kai’s courage and his sincere concern for all creatures is a lesson we
should follow.” ─Leslie Howell– Middle school English teacher, mentor and writing coach. “An
awesome and heartfelt read with the universal challenges of growing up revealed through a pelican
in a whirlwind of light and dark spiritual encounters. Pass it on!” ─Patsee Ober – Underwater
photographer, open ocean swimmer and competitive sailor. “Duncan Forgey is a true storyteller.
Flyin’ Kai: A Pelican’s Tale gives a unique perspective on how precious life on earth is to all. Hang
on as you fly high and fast with Kai.” ─Trip Kimball –Pastor, teacher, writer and speaker with Poimen
Ministries. “Through the eyes, antics and adventures of a rebellious adolescent brown pelican,
Duncan weaves a memorable tale of the importance of man living in harmony with nature. As he
matures, Kai realizes that giving himself to others is the best treasure he can discover.” ─Lana
Johnson – Editor, Stu News Newport, weekly online newspaper, Newport Beach, CA.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Hanging Valley Jack Ballas, 2002-03-05 A
novel of Western justice from the master storyteller of West of the River. It began on the outskirts of
Durango, Colorado. A stagecoach was ambushed. A young woman was kidnapped. And one lone
witness was foolish enough to trail the attackers and save the girl. That was Lingo Barnes’ first
mistake. His second mistake is taking Emily Lou Colter back to his valley. There, he learns about
Emily’s father and brother—and about the mine they own and operate. Lingo knows this mine must
be the real target of the kidnapping lowlifes. And now they’ve targeted Emily as the perfect means
to their end. That will be their mistake. And it will be their last.
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  what happened to taking care of business bull: American Hereford Journal , 1925
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Current Business Cyclopedia , 1918
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Battle Lines Lexy Timms, Loyalties will be
tested and lives will be lost. Jace is a brother, now turned president, of the Cerberus Legends
Motorcycle club. It wasn't by choice. The presidency came at the cost of his best friend's, Fork's, life.
Fork was shot by a rival motorcycle gang, the Chiron Knights. Jace is forced to finish the job. It tears
holes inside of him bigger than any bullet could do. He finds comfort in the arms (and legs) of
Classic, a bar dancer at the Iron Hog. Classic belongs to one of the Chiron Knight brothers and Jace
must immediately choose bros before hoes. When Classic is critically injured while riding her
motorbike, it's clear the Chiron Knights tried to take her out of the picture. Disgusted by their
ruthless antics, Jace declares war against the Knights. Loyalties are tested and lives will be lost, all
in the name of the brotherhood of the road. Battle lines is the COMPLETE Collection of the Bad Boy
Alpha Series NOTE: Battle Lines is formerly titled Alpha Bad Boy Series. Sorry for any confusion !
Search Terms: cheating husbands, HEA, heart break, action adventure, MC Biker, mc romance, mc
series, alpha, badboy romanc, romance, Motorcycle Club, best seller series, lexy timms, Cassie
Alexander, love, romance love triangle, New Adult & College Romance, romance billionaire series,
Biker Romance Series, free romance series, free ebooks, contemporary romance, sweet romance,
hot romance, hei, arranged marrige, marriage, love triangle, motorcycle club romance, Alpha male
romance, romantic suspense, motorcycle romance, reapers motorcycle club series, Romantic Action
& Adventure, Alpha Bad Boy, bad boy, bad boy obsession, billionaire, hot and steamy
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  what happened to taking care of business bull: Farm Machinery and Equipment , 1916
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Intangible Assets : Values, Measures,
and Risks John R.M. Hand, Baruch Lev, 2003-02-20
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Little Arrows Jack Cartwright, 2019-03-21
The story is about the career, from a very early age, of a mild-mannered young man who likes, and
excels at, all kinds of sporting combat. The thought of using his great talents anywhere outside a



sporting arena is anathema to him, but various circumstances along the way combine to reveal a
darker side to his nature, which is harnessed by the forces of law and order to h help them to
achieve their objects, and he is not too fussy about how he goes about it. It is interesting to see how
two separate romances affect the course of hie life.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Jersey Bulletin and Dairy World ,
1919
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Jersey Bulletin , 1919
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Jersey Bulletin and Dairy Word , 1919
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Business India , 2003
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Pennsylvania Farmer , 1916
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Two Old Geezer Golfers Jim Porter,
2010-03-10
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Farming, the Business Magazine , 1920
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Shorthorn in America , 1920
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Fourth Estate , 1917
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Risky Business, A.K.A., Dawg R. J.
Hammond, 2020-08-31 Author R. J. Hammond has often had dogs in his life, but none of them were
ever quite like Risky Business. Although he and his wife, Tonya, were not looking for another dog
when they encountered him, they knew he was the right dog for them. Smart, fast, funny, and loyal,
Risky, a rescue dog, was a mix between a greyhound, deerhound, and border collie. He acted as a
companion for the whole family but spent a lot of time in particular with R. J., who was diabetic and
often dealt with dizziness while on their walks. Risky gave his family lots of reasons to laugh, from
playing tricks and hiding treats to accidentally breaking Hammond’s leg. Ultimately, Risky enriched
the lives of his family and will live in their hearts forever. This personal narrative tells stories from
the life of a special dog named Risky Business, sharing the ups and downs of his time with the
Hammond family.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Serious Business of Laughing At
Life Km Trees, 2011-05-18
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Understanding Global Cultures:
Metaphorical Journeys Through 31 Nations, Clusters of Nations, Continents, and Diversity
Martin J. Gannon, Rajnandini Pillai, 2013 In Understanding Global Cultures, Fifth Edition, authors
Martin J. Gannon and Rajnandini Pillai present the cultural metaphor—any activity, phenomenon, or
institution with which the members of a given culture identify emotionally or cognitively—as a
method for understanding the cultural mindsets of individual nations, clusters of nations, and even
continents. The book shows how metaphors are guidelines to help outsiders quickly understand what
members of a culture consider important. The fully updated Fifth Edition includes 31 nation-specific
chapters, including a new Part XI on popular music as cultural metaphors, two completely new
chapters on Vietnam and Argentina, revisions to all retained chapters, and a more explicit linkage
between each cultural metaphor and current economic and business developments in each nation.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Understanding Global Cultures Martin J.
Gannon, Rajnandini Pillai, 2015-02-16 In the fully updated Sixth Edition of Understanding Global
Cultures: Metaphorical Journeys Through 34 Nations, Clusters of Nations, Continents, and Diversity,
authors Martin J. Gannon and Rajnandini Pillai present the cultural metaphor as a method for
understanding the cultural mindsets of individual nations, clusters of nations, continents, and
diversity in each nation. A cultural metaphor is any activity, phenomenon, or institution that
members of a given culture consider important and with which they identify emotionally and/or
cognitively, such as the Japanese garden and American football. This cultural metaphoric approach
identifies three to eight unique or distinctive features of each cultural metaphor and then discusses
34 national cultures in terms of these features. The book demonstrates how metaphors are
guidelines to help outsiders quickly understand what members of a culture consider important.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Westies T. J. English, 2011-11-15 From



a New York Times–bestselling author: A true story of Irish gangsters in Manhattan—“A harrowing
account of big city crime” (Library Journal). It’s men like Jimmy Coonan and Mickey Featherstone
who gave Hell’s Kitchen its name. In the mid-1970s, these two longtime friends take the reins of
New York’s Irish mob, using brute force to give it hitherto unthinkable power. Jimmy, a charismatic
sociopath, is the leader. Mickey, whose memories of Vietnam torture him daily, is his enforcer.
Together they make brutality their trademark, butchering bodies or hurling them out the window.
Under their reign, Hell’s Kitchen becomes a place where death literally rains from the sky. But when
Mickey goes down for a murder he didn’t commit, he suspects his friend has sold him out. He
returns the favor, breaking the underworld’s code of silence and testifying against his gang in open
court. From one of the creators of NYPD Blue and Homicide: Life on the Street comes an incredible
true story of what it means to survive in the world of organized crime, where murder is
commonplace.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Runyaker's Journey Riley McLincha,
2014-02-05 The Runyaker's Journey is a story of two journeys. The first, the Horseshoe-to-Horseshoe
Runyaking Expedition, a solo adventure of paddling and running 1400 miles from Oxford, MI to
Niagara Falls, ON. The journey took fifty-seven days over four summers, using a 9.5-ft kayak he calls
Swiftee. Secondly, its the vehicle used to tell the Runyakers life journey, which is that of a
true-to-life Forrest Gump-like character, a boy growing up in Little Chicago, a run-down rural area
near Clio, MI. Despite having slim chances of succeeding he grows into a man that accomplished
many remarkable things.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 1958 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Knowing Rosalyn McMillan, 1999-04-22
After years of working in a factory, Ginger decides to go back to school and join the 9-to-5
white-collar world. The higher she climbs, however, the more her jealous, controlling husband tries
to pull her back down. Desperate to hold onto the things she loves, yet driven to achieve more,
Ginger must make choices that are both extraordinary difficult--and ultimately freeing.
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Report of the Annual Convention Ohio
Dairymen's Association, 1917
  what happened to taking care of business bull: The Cultivator & Country Gentleman ,
1885
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Agriculture Appropriation Bill, Hearings
Before ..., 64-2 on H.R. 19359 ..., for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1918, and Report on the Bill
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Agriculture, 1917
  what happened to taking care of business bull: Hearings Before the Committee on
Agriculture house of representatives sixty-fourth congress second session on H.R. 19359 ,
1917
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