
what is the character analysis

What is Character Analysis? A Deep Dive into
Literary Deconstruction

Introduction:

Have you ever finished a book or watched a movie and felt a lingering
fascination with a particular character? Maybe you understood their
motivations perfectly, or perhaps they left you pondering their actions long
after the credits rolled. That's the power of a well-developed character, and
understanding how to analyze them is key to unlocking the deeper meaning
within any narrative. This comprehensive guide will unravel the mysteries of
character analysis, providing you with the tools and techniques to dissect
fictional personalities and unearth their complexities. We'll delve into
various methods, exploring everything from identifying character traits to
understanding their relationships and the impact they have on the plot.
Prepare to become a literary detective, uncovering the secrets hidden within
your favorite characters.

Understanding the Building Blocks of Character Analysis

Character analysis isn't just about summarizing a character's actions; it's
about understanding their why. It's a critical examination of a fictional
persona, seeking to understand their motivations, beliefs, relationships, and
overall impact on the narrative. This involves going beyond surface-level
descriptions and digging into the subtext, the unspoken nuances that reveal
the true depth of the character.

Identifying Key Character Traits:1.

The first step involves identifying the character's key traits. These are the
defining characteristics that shape their personality and behavior. Are they
kind, cruel, ambitious, timid, intelligent, naive? Look for evidence within
the text to support your observations. Consider their actions, dialogue, and
internal thoughts. Don't just list adjectives; analyze how these traits
manifest. For instance, instead of simply stating that a character is
"ambitious," analyze how their ambition drives their actions and choices,
exploring the consequences of their pursuit of power or success.

Exploring Character Development:1.



Does the character undergo significant change throughout the narrative? This
is known as character development, and it's a crucial aspect of analysis.
Consider whether the character is static (remaining largely unchanged) or
dynamic (undergoing significant transformation). If dynamic, analyze the
catalysts for change, the challenges they overcome, and the ultimate impact
of their growth (or lack thereof) on the story's resolution. Examine the
internal and external conflicts that drive their development.

Analyzing Character Relationships:1.

Characters rarely exist in isolation. Their relationships with other
characters are often central to the narrative and provide valuable insights
into their personalities. Consider the dynamics of their relationships: are
they supportive, antagonistic, complex, or superficial? How do these
relationships shape their behavior and influence their choices? Analyzing
these interactions can reveal hidden motivations and deeper understandings of
the character's personality.

Deconstructing Character Motivation:1.

Understanding a character's motivation is crucial for a comprehensive
analysis. What drives their actions? What are their goals, desires, and
fears? Examining their internal monologue, their unspoken desires, and their
responses to conflict can shed light on their underlying motivations. A
seemingly simple action can have complex motivations, and uncovering these
hidden drivers is key to a thorough analysis.

The Impact of Setting and Context:1.

The setting and historical context significantly influence character
development. A character's upbringing, socioeconomic status, and the societal
norms they are subjected to all play a crucial role in shaping their
personality and behavior. Consider how the setting impacts their choices and
actions, and how these factors contribute to their overall arc.

Symbolism and Archetypes:1.

Often, authors use symbolism and archetypes to create richer, more complex



characters. A character might embody a specific archetype (like the hero, the
villain, or the trickster) or represent a broader symbolic idea. Analyze how
these archetypal elements or symbolic connections contribute to the
character's overall portrayal and meaning within the narrative.

Narrative Point of View and its Influence:1.

The narrative point of view significantly influences how we perceive a
character. A first-person narrative provides intimate access to a character's
thoughts and feelings, while a third-person omniscient narrator can offer a
broader perspective. Consider how the chosen point of view shapes our
understanding of the character and its role in the story.

The Character's Role in the Plot:1.

Finally, consider the character's function within the broader narrative. Are
they the protagonist, antagonist, or a supporting character? How do their
actions advance the plot? Analyzing their role in driving the story forward
provides a valuable perspective on their importance and impact.

Sample Character Analysis Outline: Hamlet

Name: Hamlet, Prince of Denmark

Introduction: Brief overview of Hamlet's character and his importance to the
play.
Chapter 1: Hamlet's Internal Conflicts: Analysis of Hamlet's indecisiveness,
his struggles with grief and revenge, and his internal battles.
Chapter 2: Hamlet's Relationships: Examination of Hamlet's relationships with
Claudius, Gertrude, Ophelia, Horatio, and other key characters, analyzing the
dynamics and impact on his actions.
Chapter 3: Hamlet's Motivations: Exploration of Hamlet's desire for revenge,
his moral dilemmas, and the underlying reasons for his actions.
Chapter 4: Hamlet's Transformation: Analysis of Hamlet's development
throughout the play, examining his initial grief, his subsequent descent into
madness, and any potential growth or change.
Chapter 5: Hamlet's Role in the Plot: Discussion of Hamlet's crucial role as
the protagonist and the impact of his actions on the play's climax and
resolution.
Conclusion: Synthesis of the analysis, summarizing key findings and offering
a final interpretation of Hamlet's character.

(Detailed explanation of each chapter would follow here, expanding on the



points outlined above using specific examples from Shakespeare's Hamlet.)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is the difference between characterization and character analysis?1.
Characterization is the process by which an author reveals a character's
personality. Character analysis is the critical examination of that
character, interpreting their motivations and impact on the narrative.

Can I analyze a real person using these techniques? While these1.
techniques are primarily used for fictional characters, they can be
adapted to analyze real-life individuals, particularly in biographical
contexts, with a focus on understanding their motivations and actions.

Is there a "right" answer in character analysis? No, character analysis1.
is subjective. Different readers may interpret characters in various
ways. The key is to support your interpretations with evidence from the
text.

How long should a character analysis be? The length depends on the1.
complexity of the character and the scope of the analysis. It can range
from a short essay to a lengthy dissertation.

What are some common mistakes in character analysis? Common mistakes1.
include relying solely on surface-level observations, failing to support
interpretations with evidence, and neglecting the context of the
narrative.

Can I analyze multiple characters in a single analysis? Yes, comparative1.
character analysis can be insightful, focusing on the similarities and
differences between characters and their relationships.

What are some resources for improving my character analysis skills?1.



Literary criticism books, online resources, and engaging in discussions
with other readers can greatly improve your analytical skills.

How can I make my character analysis more engaging? Use strong evidence1.
from the text, vivid language, and insightful interpretations to create
a compelling and insightful analysis.

Is character analysis only for literature students? No, character1.
analysis is a valuable skill applicable to many fields, including film
studies, psychology, and even business (analyzing leadership styles).

Related Articles:

Analyzing Protagonists and Antagonists: A Comparative Study: Examines1.
the roles and contrasting characteristics of protagonists and
antagonists in shaping a narrative.

The Power of Foreshadowing in Character Development: Explores how1.
foreshadowing techniques reveal crucial aspects of character
personalities and their future actions.

Character Archetypes in Modern Literature: Discusses the evolution and1.
adaptation of classical character archetypes in contemporary works of
fiction.

The Impact of Setting on Character Formation: Investigates the1.
significant influence of the environment on character development and
behavior.

Static vs. Dynamic Characters: A Literary Exploration: Analyzes the1.
differences between static and dynamic characters and their roles in
storytelling.



Symbolism and Character Representation: Unveiling Hidden Meanings:1.
Explores the use of symbolism to create deeper and more nuanced
characters.

Character Motivation and the Narrative Arc: Examines the interplay1.
between character motivation and the overall plot structure of a story.

Narrative Point of View and its Effect on Character Perception: Analyzes1.
how different narrative perspectives shape our understanding of the
characters.

Using Character Analysis to Interpret Themes: Explores how character1.
analysis can provide insights into the underlying themes and messages of
a literary work.

  what is the character analysis: Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon Patty Lovell, 2011-06-29 Be
yourself like Molly Lou Melon no matter what a bully may do. Molly Lou Melon is short and clumsy,
has buck teeth, and has a voice that sounds like a bullfrog being squeezed by a boa constrictor. She
doesn't mind. Her grandmother has always told her to walk proud, smile big, and sing loud, and she
takes that advice to heart. But then Molly Lou has to start in a new school. A horrible bully picks on
her on the very first day, but Molly Lou Melon knows just what to do about that.
  what is the character analysis: Inclusive Character Analysis Jennifer Thomas, Robert J. Vrtis,
2020-12-20 Inclusive Character Analysis foregrounds representations of race, gender, class, ability,
and sexual orientation by blending script analysis with a variety of critical theories in order to create
a more inclusive performance practice for the classroom and the stage. This book merges a
traditional Stanislavski-based script analysis with multiple theoretical frameworks, such as gender
theory, standpoint theory, and critical race theory, to give students in early level theatre courses
foundational skills for analyzing a play, while also introducing them to contemporary thought about
race, gender, and identity. Inclusive Character Analysis is a valuable resource for beginning acting
courses, script analysis courses, the directing classroom, early design curriculum, dramaturgical
explorations, the playwriting classroom, and introduction to performance studies classes.
Additionally, the book offers a reader-style background on theoretical frames for performance
faculty and practitioners who may need assistance to integrate non-performance centered theory
into their classrooms.
  what is the character analysis: Fox Ron Brooks, Margaret Wild, 2010-06-01 Dog and Magpie
are friends, but when Fox comes into the bush, everything changes. This breathtaking story has won
acclaim around the world: CBCA Picture Book of the Year; two Premiers' literary awards; honours in



Germany, Brazil, Japan; a shortlisting for the prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal in the UK, and
more. 'A publishing landmark.' Magpies 'Magnificent.' Reading Time 'a stunning book' Australian
Bookseller and Publisher 'The images from this unsettling, provocative story will resonate long after
the book has been closed.' Publishers Weekly (Starred Review) 'A strongly atmospheric
psycho-fable--visually striking--an open-ended discussion starter.' Kirkus Reviews 'Fox is an
archetypal drama about friendship, loyalty, risk and betrayal - a story that is as rich for adults as for
older children.' Los Angeles Times
  what is the character analysis: Lord of the Flies William Golding, 2012-09-20 A plane
crashes on a desert island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and
wait to be rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at
night their dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of
order fades, so their childish dreams are transformed into something more primitive, and their
behaviour starts to take on a murderous, savage significance. First published in 1954, Lord of the
Flies is one of the most celebrated and widely read of modern classics. Now fully revised and
updated, this educational edition includes chapter summaries, comprehension questions, discussion
points, classroom activities, a biographical profile of Golding, historical context relevant to the novel
and an essay on Lord of the Flies by William Golding entitled 'Fable'. Aimed at Key Stage 3 and 4
students, it also includes a section on literary theory for advanced or A-level students. The
educational edition encourages original and independent thinking while guiding the student through
the text - ideal for use in the classroom and at home.
  what is the character analysis: The Book Thief Markus Zusak, 2007-12-18 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The
extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to feed the soul even in the darkest of times.
When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its
breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl
living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she
encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father,
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as
with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most
enduring stories of our time. “The kind of book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times
“Deserves a place on the same shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today
DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.
  what is the character analysis: Twisted Laurie Halse Anderson, 2014-07-03 Gritty and hard
hitting, this is thoughtful teen fiction at its finest. Seventeen-year-old Tyler is the popular boy in high
school after years of being the geek. But then Bethany - rich, blonde, beautiful - is the victim in a
teenage sex scandal, and somehow Tyler is the prime suspect. Can Tyler find a way out of the mess
he's in?
  what is the character analysis: Trouble Gary D. Schmidt, 2010-04-12 “Henry Smith’s father
told him that if you build your house far enough away from Trouble, then Trouble will never find
you.” But Trouble comes careening down the road one night in the form of a pickup truck that
strikes Henry’s older brother, Franklin. In the truck is Chay Chouan, a young Cambodian from
Franklin’s preparatory school, and the accident sparks racial tensions in the school—and in the
well-established town where Henry’s family has lived for generations. Caught between anger and
grief, Henry sets out to do the only thing he can think of: climb Mt. Katahdin, the highest mountain
in Maine, which he and Franklin were going to climb together. Along with Black Dog, whom Henry
has rescued from drowning, and a friend, Henry leaves without his parents’ knowledge. The journey,
both exhilarating and dangerous, turns into an odyssey of discovery about himself, his older sister,
Louisa, his ancestry, and why one can never escape from Trouble.
  what is the character analysis: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2015-02-24 A special 25th
anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new Foreword by Paulo



Coelho. Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery,
The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and
transforming the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the
mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly
treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever
imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of
recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our dreams.
  what is the character analysis: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 2003-09-23 Set in the future
when firemen burn books forbidden by the totalitarian brave new world regime.
  what is the character analysis: The Skin I'm in Sharon Flake, 2009-05-01 Maleeka suffers
every day from the taunts of the other kids in her class. If they're not getting at her about her
homemade clothes or her good grades, it's about her dark, black skin. When a new teacher, whose
face is blotched with a startling white patch, starts at their school, Maleeka can see there is bound
to be trouble for her too. But the new teacher's attitude surprises Maleeka. Miss Saunders loves the
skin she's in. Can Maleeka learn to do the same?
  what is the character analysis: Exploring Movie Construction and Production John Reich,
2017-07-10 Exploring Movie Construction & Production contains eight chapters of the major areas
of film construction and production. The discussion covers theme, genre, narrative structure,
character portrayal, story, plot, directing style, cinematography, and editing. Important terminology
is defined and types of analysis are discussed and demonstrated. An extended example of how a
movie description reflects the setting, narrative structure, or directing style is used throughout the
book to illustrate building blocks of each theme. This approach to film instruction and analysis has
proved beneficial to increasing students¿ learning, while enhancing the creativity and critical
thinking of the student.
  what is the character analysis: To Build a Fire Jack London, 2008 Describes the experiences
of a newcomer to the Yukon when he attempts to hike through the snow to reach a mining claim.
  what is the character analysis: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An intense
snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth



floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  what is the character analysis: Winger Andrew Smith, 2013-05-14 A teen at boarding school
grapples with life, love, and rugby in this unforgettable novel that is “alternately hilarious and
painful, awkward and enlightening” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Ryan Dean West is a
fourteen-year-old junior at a boarding school for rich kids. He’s living in Opportunity Hall, the dorm
for troublemakers, and rooming with the biggest bully on the rugby team. And he’s madly in love
with his best friend Annie, who thinks of him as a little boy. Ryan Dean manages to survive life’s
complications with the help of his sense of humor, rugby buddies, and his penchant for doodling
comics. But when the unthinkable happens, he has to figure out how to hold on to what’s important,
even when it feels like everything has fallen apart. Filled with hand-drawn infographics and
illustrations and told in a pitch-perfect voice, this realistic depiction of a teen’s experience strikes an
exceptional balance of hilarious and heartbreaking.
  what is the character analysis: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true classic
of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across
Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable
without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua
Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic
encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the
fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s,
Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by
British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new
order. With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall
Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience.
Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss
of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  what is the character analysis: Schooled Gordon Korman, 2013-02-01 Capricorn (Cap)
Anderson has never watched television. He's never tasted a pizza. Never heard of a wedgie. Since he
was little, his only experience has been living on a farm commune and being home-schooled by his
hippie grandmother, Rain. But when Rain falls out of a tree while picking plums and has to stay in
the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a guidance counselor and her cranky teen daughter and
attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot about tie-dying and Zen Buddhism, no
education could prepare him for the politics of public school. Right from the beginning, Cap's
weirdness makes him a moving target at Claverage Middle School (dubbed C-Average by the
students). He has long, ungroomed hair; wears hemp clothes; and practises tai chi on the lawn. Once
Zack Powers, big man on campus, spots Cap, he can't wait to introduce him to the age-old tradition
at C-Average: the biggest nerd is nominated for class president—and wins.
  what is the character analysis: Nineteen eighty-four George Orwell, 2022-11-22 This is a
dystopian social science fiction novel and morality tale. The novel is set in the year 1984, a fictional
future in which most of the world has been destroyed by unending war, constant government
monitoring, historical revisionism, and propaganda. The totalitarian superstate Oceania, ruled by the
Party and known as Airstrip One, now includes Great Britain as a province. The Party uses the
Thought Police to repress individuality and critical thought. Big Brother, the tyrannical ruler of
Oceania, enjoys a strong personality cult that was created by the party's overzealous brainwashing
methods. Winston Smith, the main character, is a hard-working and skilled member of the Ministry
of Truth's Outer Party who secretly despises the Party and harbors rebellious fantasies.



  what is the character analysis: The Book of Unknown Americans Cristina Henríquez,
2014-06-03 A stunning novel of hopes and dreams, guilt and love—a book that offers a resonant new
definition of what it means to be American and illuminates the lives behind the current debates
about Latino immigration (The New York Times Book Review). When fifteen-year-old Maribel Rivera
sustains a terrible injury, the Riveras leave behind a comfortable life in Mexico and risk everything
to come to the United States so that Maribel can have the care she needs. Once they arrive, it’s not
long before Maribel attracts the attention of Mayor Toro, the son of one of their new neighbors, who
sees a kindred spirit in this beautiful, damaged outsider. Their love story sets in motion events that
will have profound repercussions for everyone involved. Here Henríquez seamlessly interweaves the
story of these star-crossed lovers, and of the Rivera and Toro families, with the testimonials of men
and women who have come to the United States from all over Latin America.
  what is the character analysis: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Mark
Haddon, 2009-02-24 A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—narrated by a fifteen
year old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes, this dazzling novel weaves together an
old-fashioned mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a fascinating excursion into a mind
incapable of processing emotions. Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. Although gifted with a superbly logical
brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning for him.
At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbour’s dog
Wellington impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides
that he will track down the real killer, and turns to his favourite fictional character, the impeccably
logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected
paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents’ marriage. As
Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the
workings of Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s choice of
narrator: The most wrenching of emotional moments are chronicled by a boy who cannot fathom
emotions. The effect is dazzling, making for one of the freshest debut in years: a comedy, a
tearjerker, a mystery story, a novel of exceptional literary merit that is great fun to read.
  what is the character analysis: The Unspoken Thomas Fahy, 2009-07-07 When one of the five
remaining survivors of their defunct religious cult ends up dead from drowning, the rest begin to
think that they too are being targeted in the way their powerful cult leader predicted so many years
ago. Reprint.
  what is the character analysis: We Were Here Matt de la Peña, 2010-09-14 Newbery
Award-winning author Matt de la Peña's We Were Here is a fast, funny, smart, and heartbreaking
novel [Booklist]. When it happened, Miguel was sent to Juvi. The judge gave him a year in a group
home—said he had to write in a journal so some counselor could try to figure out how he thinks. The
judge had no idea that he actually did Miguel a favor. Ever since it happened, his mom can’t even
look at him in the face. Any home besides his would be a better place to live. But Miguel didn’t bet
on meeting Rondell or Mong or on any of what happened after they broke out. He only thought about
Mexico and getting to the border to where he could start over. Forget his mom. Forget his brother.
Forget himself. Life usually doesn’ t work out how you think it will, though. And most of the time,
running away is the quickest path right back to what you’re running from. From the streets of
Stockton to the beaches of Venice, all the way to the Mexican border, We Were Here follows a
journey of self-discovery by a boy who is trying to forgive himself in an unforgiving world. Fast,
funny, smart, and heartbreaking...The contemporary survival adventure will keep readers
hooked.-Booklist This gripping story about underprivileged teens is a rewarding read.-VOYA A
furiously paced and gripping novel.-Publishers Weekly A story of friendship that will appeal to teens
and will engage the most reluctant readers.-Kirkus Reviews An ALA-YALSA Best Book for Young
Readers An ALA-YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers A Junior Library Guild Selection
  what is the character analysis: The Adventures of Beanboy , 2012 Wheaton, Kansas,
seventh-grader Tucker MacBean loves comic books, so when his favorite comic has a contest to



create a sidekick, he is hopeful that he can win, thereby fixing his struggling family.
  what is the character analysis: Fish in a Tree Lynda Mullaly Hunt, 2017-03-28 Fans of R.J.
Palacio’s Wonder will appreciate this feel-good story of friendship and unconventional smarts.”
—Kirkus Reviews Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a
new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.
She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr.
Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to
be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally
feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s
a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike. The
author of the beloved One for the Murphys gives readers an emotionally-charged, uplifting novel
that will speak to anyone who’s ever thought there was something wrong with them because they
didn’t fit in. This paperback edition includes The Sketchbook of Impossible Things and discussion
questions. A New York Times Bestseller! * “Unforgettable and uplifting.”—School Library
Connection, starred review * Offering hope to those who struggle academically and demonstrating
that a disability does not equal stupidity, this is as unique as its heroine.”—Booklist, starred review *
“Mullaly Hunt again paints a nuanced portrayal of a sensitive, smart girl struggling with
circumstances beyond her control. —School Library Journal, starred review
  what is the character analysis: Homesick for Another World Ottessa Moshfegh, 2017-01-17 A
New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 An electrifying first collection from one of the
most exciting short story writers of our time I can’t recall the last time I laughed this hard at a book.
Simultaneously, I’m shocked and scandalized. She’s brilliant, this young woman.—David Sedaris
Ottessa Moshfegh's debut novel Eileen was one of the literary events of 2015. Garlanded with
critical acclaim, it was named a book of the year by The Washington Post and the San Francisco
Chronicle, nominated for a National Book Critics Circle Award, short-listed for the Man Booker
Prize, and won the PEN/Hemingway Award for debut fiction. But as many critics noted, Moshfegh is
particularly held in awe for her short stories. Homesick for Another World is the rare case where an
author's short story collection is if anything more anticipated than her novel. And for good reason.
There's something eerily unsettling about Ottessa Moshfegh's stories, something almost dangerous,
while also being delightful, and even laugh-out-loud funny. Her characters are all unsteady on their
feet in one way or another; they all yearn for connection and betterment, though each in very
different ways, but they are often tripped up by their own baser impulses and existential
insecurities. Homesick for Another World is a master class in the varieties of self-deception across
the gamut of individuals representing the human condition. But part of the unique quality of her
voice, the echt Moshfeghian experience, is the way the grotesque and the outrageous are infused
with tenderness and compassion. Moshfegh is our Flannery O'Connor, and Homesick for Another
World is her Everything That Rises Must Converge or A Good Man is Hard to Find. The flesh is
weak; the timber is crooked; people are cruel to each other, and stupid, and hurtful. But beauty
comes from strange sources. And the dark energy surging through these stories is powerfully
invigorating. We're in the hands of an author with a big mind, a big heart, blazing chops, and a
political acuity that is needle-sharp. The needle hits the vein before we even feel the prick.
  what is the character analysis: Speak Laurie Halse Anderson, 2011-05-10 The
groundbreaking National Book Award Finalist and Michael L. Printz Honor Book with more than 3.5
million copies sold, Speak is a bestselling modern classic about consent, healing, and finding your
voice. Speak up for yourself—we want to know what you have to say. From the first moment of her
freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big lie, part of the nonsense of high
school. She is friendless, an outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops.
Now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, Melinda becomes increasingly
isolated and practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is
through her work on an art project that she is finally able to face what really happened at that
terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still



a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with
him. But this time Melinda fights back—and refuses to be silent. From Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award laureate Laurie Halse Anderson comes the extraordinary landmark novel that has spoken to
millions of readers. Powerful and utterly unforgettable, Speak has been translated into 35
languages, was the basis for the major motion picture starring Kristen Stewart, and is now a
stunning graphic novel adapted by Laurie Halse Anderson herself, with artwork from Eisner-Award
winner Emily Carroll. Awards and Accolades for Speak: A New York Times Bestseller A National
Book Award Finalist for Young People’s Literature A Michael L. Printz Honor Book An Edgar Allan
Poe Award Finalist A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist A TIME Magazine Best YA Book of All
Time A Cosmopolitan Magazine Best YA Books Everyone Should Read, Regardless of Age
  what is the character analysis: The Seventh Most Important Thing Shelley Pearsall,
2016-10-04 This “luminescent” (Kirkus Reviews) story of anger and art, loss and redemption will
appeal to fans of Lisa Graff’s Lost in the Sun and Vince Vawter’s Paperboy. NOMINATED FOR 16
STATE AWARDS! AN ALA NOTABLE BOOK AN ILA TEACHERS CHOICE A KIRKUS REVIEWS BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had
his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the
judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who offers
an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . working for him. Arthur is given a rickety
shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of
wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really supposed to rummage
through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than
meets the eye, and the “trash” he’s collecting is being transformed into something more precious
than anyone could imagine. . . . Inspired by the work of folk artist James Hampton, Shelley Pearsall
has crafted an affecting and redemptive novel about discovering what shines within us all, even
when life seems full of darkness. “A moving exploration of how there is often so much more than
meets the eye.” —Booklist, starred review “There are so many things to love about this book.
Remarkable.” —The Christian Science Monitor
  what is the character analysis: This is Our Story Ashley Elston, 2016-11-04 Chilling and
suspenseful, with just the right number of twists. --Kirkus Reviews Five boys went hunting. Four
came back. And the evidence shows it could have been any one of them, in this thrilling mystery with
a big twist, for fans of Courtney Summers. Kate Marino's senior year internship at the District
Attorney's Office isn't exactly glamorous--more like an excuse to leave school early that looks good
on college applications. Then the DA hands her boss, Mr. Stone, the biggest case her small town of
Belle Terre has ever seen. The River Point Boys are all anyone can talk about. Despite their damning
toxicology reports the morning of the accident, the DA wants the boys' case swept under the rug. He
owes his political office to their powerful families. Kate won't let that happen. Digging up secrets
without revealing her own is a dangerous line to walk; Kate has personal reasons for seeking justice.
As she gets dangerously close to the truth, it becomes clear that the early morning accident might
not have been an accident at all-and if she doesn't uncover the true killer, more than one life could
be on the line including her own.
  what is the character analysis: Girl, Stolen April Henry, 2010-09-28 Cheyenne, a blind
sixteen year-old, is kidnapped and held for ransom; she must outwit her captors to get out alive.
Sixteen year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in the back of a car while her mom fills her
prescription at the pharmacy. Before Cheyenne realizes what's happening, their car is being
stolen--with her inside! Griffin hadn't meant to kidnap Cheyenne, all he needed to do was steal a car
for the others. But once Griffin's dad finds out that Cheyenne's father is the president of a powerful
corporation, everything changes—now there's a reason to keep her. What Griffin doesn't know is
that Cheyenne is not only sick with pneumonia, she is blind. How will Cheyenne survive this
nightmare, and if she does, at what price? Prepare yourself for a fast-paced and hard-edged thriller
full of nail-biting suspense. This title has Common Core connections.
  what is the character analysis: Wonder R. J. Palacio, 2012-02-14 #1 NEW YORK TIMES



BESTSELLER • Millions of people have fallen in love with Auggie Pullman, an ordinary boy with an
extraordinary face—who shows us that kindness brings us together no matter how far apart we are.
Read the book that inspired the Choose Kind movement, a major motion picture, and the critically
acclaimed graphic novel White Bird. And don't miss R.J. Palacio's highly anticipated new novel, Pony,
available now! I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going
to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be
treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face.
Beginning from Auggie’s point of view and expanding to include his classmates, his sister, her
boyfriend, and others, the perspectives converge to form a portrait of one community’s struggle with
empathy, compassion, and acceptance. In a world where bullying among young people is an
epidemic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart and hope. R.J. Palacio has called her debut
novel “a meditation on kindness” —indeed, every reader will come away with a greater appreciation
for the simple courage of friendship. Auggie is a hero to root for, a diamond in the rough who proves
that you can’t blend in when you were born to stand out.
  what is the character analysis: Nine Perfect Strangers Liane Moriarty, 2018-09-18 From the
no. 1 New York Times bestselling author of The Husband's Secret, and Big Little Lies with new novel
Apples Never Fall out now. NOW A MAJOR TV MINISERIES ON AMAZON PRIME The retreat at
health and wellness resort Tranquillum House promises total transformation. Nine stressed city
dwellers are keen to drop their literal and mental baggage, and absorb the meditative ambience
while enjoying their hot stone massages. Watching over them is the resort's director, a woman on a
mission to reinvigorate their tired bodies and minds. These nine perfect strangers have no idea what
is about to hit them. With her wit, compassion and uncanny understanding of human behaviour,
Liane Moriarty explores the depth of connection that can be formed when people are thrown
together in... unconventional circumstances. LONGLISTED FOR THE ABIA GENERAL FICTION
BOOK OF THE YEAR 2019 LONGLISTED FOR THE INDIE BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION 2019
PRAISE FOR NINE PERFECT STRANGERS She is...both hugely popular yet subversive...Nine
Perfect Strangers shows Moriarty still taking risks with fiction...weighty issues writ with humour and
a light touch. The hammer is still in the handbag, ready to smash a glass window or two. Lucy
Sussex, The Australian Welcome to Tranquillum House where those Perfect Strangers ... have come
to sort out their lives ...This gives Moriarty the opportunity to do what she does best, write about the
human condition and connections that bind us all, with wicked humour, empathy and compassion -
and a little bit of danger thrown in. Frances Whiting, Courier Mail PRAISE FOR LIANE MORIARTY
One of the few writers I'll drop anything for. Her books are wise, honest, beautifully observed... Jojo
Moyes Moriarty is a deft storyteller who creates believable, relatable characters. Washington Post
Moriarty is brilliant at her craft, all the time cranking up the suspense. The Age funny and scary
Stephen King Sharply intelligent Entertainment Weekly Mistress of the razor-sharp observation Kate
Morton
  what is the character analysis: The Distance Between Us Reyna Grande, 2012-08-28 In this
inspirational and unflinchingly honest memoir, acclaimed author Reyna Grande describes her
childhood torn between the United States and Mexico, and shines a light on the experiences, fears,
and hopes of those who choose to make the harrowing journey across the border. Reyna Grande
vividly brings to life her tumultuous early years in this “compelling...unvarnished, resonant”
(BookPage) story of a childhood spent torn between two parents and two countries. As her parents
make the dangerous trek across the Mexican border to “El Otro Lado” (The Other Side) in pursuit of
the American dream, Reyna and her siblings are forced into the already overburdened household of
their stern grandmother. When their mother at last returns, Reyna prepares for her own journey to
“El Otro Lado” to live with the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her long-absent
father. Funny, heartbreaking, and lyrical, The Distance Between Us poignantly captures the
confusion and contradictions of childhood, reminding us that the joys and sorrows we experience are
imprinted on the heart forever, calling out to us of those places we first called home. Also available



in Spanish as La distancia entre nosotros.
  what is the character analysis: The Raft S. A. Bodeen, 2012-08-21 Robbie's last-minute flight
to the Midway Atoll proves to be a nightmare when the plane goes down in shark-infested waters.
Fighting for her life, the co-pilot Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real terror begins.
  what is the character analysis: Othello William Shakespeare, 1969
  what is the character analysis: Monster Walter Dean Myers, 2009-10-06 This New York
Times bestselling novel from acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers tells the story of Steve Harmon, a
teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination,
and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how one single decision can change our whole
lives. Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative coming-of-age story that was the first-ever
Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best Book, a Coretta Scott King Honor selection, and a
National Book Award finalist. Monster is now a major motion picture called All Rise and starring
Jennifer Hudson, Kelvin Harrison, Jr., Nas, and A$AP Rocky. The late Walter Dean Myers was a
National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, who was known for his commitment to
realistically depicting kids from his hometown of Harlem.
  what is the character analysis: Harvest Jim Crace, 2013-02-14 Winner of the 2015
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award Winner of the 2014 James Tait Black Prize Shortlisted
for the 2013 Man Booker Prize Shortlisted for the 2013 Goldsmiths Prize Shortlisted for the 2014
Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction As late summer steals in and the final pearls of barley are
gleaned, a village comes under threat. A trio of outsiders - two men and a dangerously magnetic
woman - arrives on the woodland borders triggering a series of events that will see Walter Thirsk's
village unmade in just seven days: the harvest blackened by smoke and fear, cruel punishment
meted out to the innocent, and allegations of witchcraft. But something even darker is at the heart of
Walter's story, and he will be the only man left to tell it . . .
  what is the character analysis: A Tale of Two Cities Illustrated by (Hablot Knight Browne
(Phiz)) Charles Dickens, 2021-04-11 A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is the second historical novel by
Charles Dickens, set in London and Paris before and during the French Revolution. It depicts the
plight of the French proletariat under the brutal oppression of t+E3he French aristocracy in the
years leading up to the revolution, and the corresponding savage brutality demonstrated by the
revolutionaries toward the former aristocrats in the early years of the revolution. It follows the lives
of several protagonists through these events, most notably Charles Darnay, a French once-aristocrat
who falls victim to the indiscriminate wrath of the revolution despite his virtuous nature, and Sydney
Carton, a dissipated English barrister who endeavours to redeem his ill-spent life out of love for
Darnay's wife, Lucie Manette.
  what is the character analysis: Peak Roland Smith, 2008-08-01 In this unputdownable,
spine-tingling adventure of a lifetime called “a winner at every level,”* fourteen-year-old Peak
Marcello attempts to be the youngest climber to summit Mount Everest. After Peak Marcello is
arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left with two choices: wither away in juvenile
detention or go live with his long-lost father, who runs an overseas climbing company. But Peak
quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. As owner of
Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit—and his
motives are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge
of a lifetime. It's also one that could cost him his life. This thrilling teen climbing adventure is the
perfect antidote for kids who think books are boring (Publishers Weekly starred review). Roland
Smith's Peak Marcello's Adventures are: Peak The Edge Ascent Descent *Booklist, starred review
  what is the character analysis: Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte, 2020-12-10 Initially published
under the pseudonym Currer Bell in 1847, Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyreerupted onto the English
literary scene, immediately winning the devotion of many of the world's most renowned writers,
including William Makepeace Thackeray, who declared it a work of great genius. Widely regarded as
a revolutionary novel, Brontë's masterpiece introduced the world to a radical new type of heroine,
one whose defiant virtue and moral courage departed sharply from the more acquiescent and



malleable female characters of the day. Passionate, dramatic, and surprisingly modern, Jane Eyre
endures as one of the world's most beloved novels.
  what is the character analysis: Responding to Literature John Sheridan Biays, Carol
Wershoven, 1988 This text is designed to supplement any literature anthology used in Introduction
to Literature courses. It contains sections on the short story, plays, poetry, and the novel, as well as
sections on film, writing a research paper, and other types of literature-based composition. The book
is full of exercises and contains numerous sample student essays.
  what is the character analysis: Studies in Character Analysis Manly Palmer Hall, 2011-10
Includes Phrenology, Palmistry, Physiognomy, Graphology.
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